A

HISTORY
THE LIFE

OF

EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE,

AND OF

VARIOUS EVENTS CONNECTED THEREWITH,

WHICH OCCURRED- DURING TIHE REIGN OF EDWARD 1lI.
KING OF ENGLAND

BY G. P. R. JAMES, ESQ.

IN TWO VOLUMES.

VOL. 1L

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR
LONGMAN, REES, ORME, BROWN, GREEN, & LONGMAN,
PATERNOSTER-ROW.

1836.



Loxbpox:
Printed by A. Seorriswoopr,
New-Street-Square.



CONTENTS
OF

THE SECOND VOLUME.

CHAPTER L

Proceedings on the Borders of Scotland.— David Bruce
invades England. — Preparations of Philippa. — Battle
of Neville’s Cross, and Capture of David Bruce. — The
Pope endeavours to procure a Peace. — Proceedings of
the English Parliament.-— Negotiations with Flanders.
— The Count of Flanders affianced to the Princess
Isabella of England. — He escapes by Stratagem from
his turbulent Subjects. — Philip of Valois endeavours to
gain the Flemings. — They adhere to England. — Meet-
ing of the States at Paris. — Continuation of the Siege
of Calais. — Letter of the Governor. - - -

CHAP. 1L

Muster of the French Troops at Hesdin. — Philip’s Efforts
against the Flemings. — He marches to relieve Calaig.—
Strength of the English Position. — Negotiations for a
Truce.— Philip offers to fight Edward if he will quit
his Entrenchments. — Edward consents. ~— Philip re-
cedes from his Proposal. — He burns his Tents and
retreats. — Calais surrenders. — Edward’s cruel Con-
ditions.— Philippa intercedes for the Citizens.— Obtains
their Liberation. — The English Forces enter Calais. —
Measures for rendering it an English Colony. - -

A2

Page

20



v CONTENTS.

CHAP. III.

The last Acts of John De Montford. — Defence of Bri-
tanny by Sir Thomas D’Agworth. — Siege of La Roche
Derien by Charles of Blois. — D’ Agworth marches to its

Relief. — Battle of La Roche Derien and Capture of

Charles of Blois. —Success of the Party of De Montford.
— La Roche Derien retaken by the Lord of Craon.— A
Truce between England and France concluded. — Ad-
vantages gained by England since the Truce of Males-
troit. - - - - - - -

CHAP. IV.

Amusements of the English Court during Peace.— The
TImperial Crown offered to Edward by some of the Elec-
tors. — The Princess Joan sets sail in order to be
married to Peter Prince of Castille.— Her Death at
Bordeaux. — Some Account of the Plague of the Four-
teenth Century. - - - - -

CHAP. V.

The Count of Flanders marries the Daughter of the Duke
of Brabant. — Infraction of the Truce by both Parties.
— Attempt upon Calais.— Defeated by Edward III. and
the Black Prince. — Chivalrous Conduct of the King to-
wards his Prisoners. — Institution of the Order of the
Garter. — Chivalrous Reputation of the English Court.
— John Visconti and Thomas de la Marche come to
England to undergo Trial by Battle before Edward T1I.
~— Visconti vanquished. - - - -

CHAP. VL
Piracies of the Spaniards. — Death of Alphonso. — Acces-

sion of Peter the Cruel. — His Conduct in regard to the
Remonstrances of Edward. — The Spanish Fleets sweep

Page

40

75



CONTENTS. v

Page
the British Channel. — Battle off Winchelsca. — Exploits
and Danger of the King of England. — Danger of the
Black Prince — Escape of Count Robert of Namur. —
Defeat of the Spaniards. — Death of Philip of Valois. —
Accession of John I.— Famous Battle of the Thirty.
— Defeat of the Maréchal De Nesle. — Capture of
Guisnes. — Pacific Appearances. - - - 101

CHAP. VIIL

Interruption of the Truce. — The Maréchal De Nesle de-
feated by Sir Walter Bentley. — Challenge and proposed
Duel between the Duke of Brunswick and the Duke of
Lancaster. — Character and Proceedings of Charles the
Bad, King of Navarre. — He murders Charles of Spain,
Constable of France. — Disturbances in England. — New
Negotiations for Peace. — Preliminary Meeting between
Guisnes and Calais. — Final Meeting before the Pope at
Avignon. — The Negotiations prove unsuccessful. — The
King of Navarre levies War against the King of France
in Normandy. — The Duke of Lancaster sails to aid
him.— Treaty between the Kings of France and Navarre.
— The Black Prince sails for Bordeaux. — Edward IIL
invades France. — King John advances to meet him. —
Edward proposes a single Combat or a general Battle.
— John declines. — Edward returns to England. - 125

CHAP. VIIL

Expedition of Edward the Black Prince to Aquitaine. —
His Forces. — Advances into Armagnac. — Approaches
Toulouse. — Inactivity of the French Commanders. —
Storming of Mongeseur, Avignonet, and Castelnaudry.
~— Gallant Defence of Carcassonne. — The Black Prince
advances to Narbonne.— Refuses to treat with the
Papal Legates. — The French Commanders follow him
from Toulouse, ~— He turns upon them. — Skirmish of

A3



vi CONTENTS.

Carbonne. — The Prince pursues the French to Gimont.
— Skirmish of Gimont.— The Enemy retreat in the
Night. — He Returns to Bordeaux. — Wise Dispositions
for the Winter, and their Success.— Proceedings in Nor-
mandy. — King John arrests the King of Navarre and
his Friends at a Banquet given by the Dauphin. — Causes
the Count de Harcourt to be beheaded, with three others.
— The Pretence for this Conduct.— The real Cause.
— The Duke of Lancaster leads an Army into Nor-

mandy. — Philip of Navarre does Homage to Edward IIT.
as King of France. -

CHAP. IX.

Expedition of Edward the Black Prince into Auvergne,
Berry, and Poitou. — Measures of King John to inter-

cept him. — Battle of Poitiers. - -

CHAP. X.

The Attendants of the Cardinal de Perigord take part
with France. — Indignation of the Black Prince. — His
Generosity towards Audley.— His Behaviour towards
King John. — He returns to Bordeaux. — Negotiations
for Peace.— Profusion of the Soldiery, and of the Prince.
— He returns to London. — His Entrance into the
Capital. — Summary of other Events.— War with Scot-

land and subsequent Truce.— Liberation of the King of

Scotland. — Affairs of Britanny. — Liberation of Charles
of Blois. — Siege of Rennes.— Exploits of Du Guesclin.
— Capture of Rennes. - -

- -

CHAP. XI.

The Dauphin flies from Poitiers to Paris. — Calls the
States General. — Turbulent Proceedings of that As-
sembly. — Conduct of Stephen Marcel Prévét des

Page

147

170

204



CONTENTS.

Marchands. — Liberation of the King of Navarre. —
The Great Companies begin to devastate France.— Rise
of the Jacquerie, and Crimes of the insurgent Peasants.
— The Day of Meaux. — The Dauphin marches upon
Paris. — State of the Capital. — The King of Navarre
treats with the Dauphin.— Death of the Prévét des Mar-
chands. — Submission of the Parisians. - -

CHAP. XIIL

State of King John’s Imprisonment. — Conduct of the
States of Languedoc. — Famine and other Evils afflict-
ing France. — War renewed between the Dauphin and
the King of Navarre. — The King of Navarre supported
by the English Companions. — Private Treaty between
King Edward and King John. — Rejected by the States
General. — Tournament given by the Lord Mayor and

Citizens of London.— Edward prepares to renew the
War. - - - - -

CHAP. XIIL

Edward invades France. — His large Army and careful
Preparations. — Negotiations with the Auxiliaries. —
Ravages Cambresis. — Besieges Rheims. — Siege and
Capture of Courmicy.— Siege of Rheims abandoned. —
Treaty with the Duke of Burgundy.— Edward advances
upon Paris. — Turns towards Britanny.— Refuses the
Dauphin’s Offers. — Tremendous Storm and Shower of
Stones.— Negotiations for Peace opened between the
Black Prince and the Dauphin.— The Treaty of Bretlgny
— King John set at liberty. -

CHAP. XIV.

Death of a Number of celebrated Warriors. — Marriage of
the Black Prince.— Proceedings in Execution of the
Treaty of Bretigny. — Increase of the Great Companies.

vil

Page

224

250

269



Vit CONTENTS.

Pag
— They defeat the Forces of the King of France under
James of Bourbon.— The Pope preaches a Crusade
against them. — The Marquis of Montferrat leads a Part
into Italy.— Proceedings in Britanny. — The War be-
tween the Houses of Blois and Montford renewed. —
Treaty of Evran concluded. — Evaded by Charles of Blois.
— Death of the Duke of Lancaster.— Proceedings of
Parliament.— Sumptuary Laws. — Pleadings ordered to
be conducted in the English Tongue. — Edward the
Black Prince created Duke of Aquitaine. — Great hunt-
ing Expedition of the English Court. - - -

c

9]
Q
~X

CHAP. XV.

Proceedings in Aquitaine. — Charles of Blois and John de
Montford appear before the Prince as Mediator.—Chailes
of Blois evades the Performance of his Engagements. —
King John of France takes the Cross. — The Duke of
Anjou breaks his Parole and escapes to France. — John
returns to England and dies. — War resumed between
Charles V. of France and the King of Navarre. — Battle
of Cocherel and Victory of Du Guesclin.— War resumed
in Britanny.— Du Guesclin leads a thousand Men at
Arms to the aid of Charles of Blois.—Chandos with two
hundred Spears joins De Montford. — Battle of Auray.
— Defeat and Death of Charles of Blois. — Termination
of the War in Britanny. - - - - 316

CHAP. XVL

State of England during the Peace.— Difficulties of the
Black Prince in Aquitaine.— Charles V. calls upon Ed-
ward IIL to aid in expelling the Great Companies from
France. — Edward consents; but Charles, alarmed by
his great Preparations, declines his Aid. — Affairs of
Spain.— Du Guesclin leads the Great Companies to



CONTENTS. ix

Page
dethrone Peter the Cruel. — His Success. — Peter flies
to Edward the Black Prince for Aid. — The Prince pre-
pares to assist him. — Negotiations in consequence. —
Birth of Richard II.—The Prince of Wales marches into
Spain.— The two Armies in Presence.—Letters between
the Black Prince and Henry of Transtamare.— Both
Armies prepare for Battle. - - - - 846

CHAP. XVIL

The Battle of Najarra. — Don Henry takes refuge at
Avignon. — Edward the Black Primce prevails upon
Peter the Cruel to spare the Lives of the Prisoners, —
Don Henry makes an Incwision into Aquitaine, and takes
Bagneres. — Deceitful Conduct of Peter the Cruel. — A
Pestilence in the Camp of the Black Prince. — His Ill-
ness.— Retires from Spain.— His generous Conduct
towards his ungrateful Ally - - - - 378

CHAP. XVIIL

Du Guesclin ransomed. — Difficulties of the Black Prince.
— Parliament of Niort. — The Tax called Fouage pro-
posed. — The Barons of Higher Gascony revolt and fly
to Paris. — Insidious Proceedings of the French King.—
Treats with all the Enemies of England. — Don Ienry
returns to Spain. — Death of Pedro. — Charles V. sum-
mons the Black Prince to appear before him as a Vassal.
— His Reply. — Preparations for War. — Charles tem-
porises with Edward. — Excites Treason in Ponthieu. —
Declares War - - - - - 394

CHAP. XIX.
Edward III. prepares for War.— Negotiations with Foreign

States.— Internal Measures.— Supplies granted.—— The
War begun in Aquitaine. — Measures of the Black



X CONTENTS.

Page
Prince. —Mercenaries bired on both Sides.— Advantages
gained by Charles V. through the Intrigues of the
Clergy of Aquitaine. — The Earls of Cambridge and
Pembroke lead a Force through Britanny to aid the
Prince. — Advantages gained by the French.— Greater
Advantages obtained by the English. - - 414

CHAP. XX.

Charles V., of France prepares to invade England. — The
Duke of Lancaster mmvades and ravages France. — The
Duke of Burgundy advances to meet him with a supe-
rior Force.— The two Armies remain in Presence for
several Days. — The French burn their Tents and re-
treat. — The Invasion of England abandoned. — The
Duke of Lancaster ravages France.— Returns to Eng-
land — Affairs of Aquitaine. — La Roche sur Yonne
surrenders to the English.— Lord James Audley retires
from active Life. — Ungenerous Conduct of the Earl of
Pembroke. — He is surprised in Puirenon.— Relieved
by Chandos. — Death of Chandos. — Death of Queen
Philippa. - - - - - - 430

CHAP. XXI.

Successes of the French in Aquitaine. — The Dukes of
Berry and Anjou take the Field.—Du Guesclin recalled
from Spain.— The Black Prince’s Preparations for Resist-
ance. — Edward III. attempts to conciliate the revolted
Barons. — Vast Success of Du Guesclin and the Duke
of Anjou.— Limoges besieged by the Duke of Berry.—
Treason of the Bishop. — The Town capitulates. — Du
Guesclin receives the Sword of Constable. — Daring
Expedition of Sir Robert Knolles. — A Part of his
Troops defeated by Du Guesclin. — Edward the Black
Prince besieges Limoges. — Taking and Sack of that
City. - - - - - 451



CONTENTS. A

CHAP. XXIL

Page
The Pope vainly endeavours to promote a Peace between
France and England. — Increasing Illness of the Black
Prince. — Death of his eldest Son Edward of Angou-
léme. — The Prince sails for England.— The English
Fleet defeats that of Flanders,— The Duke of Lancas-
ter marries the Daughter of Peter King of Castille. —
The Earl of Pembroke sent to Poitou. — Defeated and
taken off Rochelle by the Fleet of Spain.— Continual
Successes of Du Guesclin. — Edward III and the Black
Prince sail to relieve Thouars. — Cannot reach France,
and return. — Relapse of the Black Prince. — Growing
Indolence and Luxury of the King. — Murmurs of the
People. — The Black Prince proceeds to Westmnster.
— Wise Measures for restoring Order and Economy.—

Death of the Black Prince.— Conclusion. - - 472






THE

HISTORY

OF

EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE.

CHAPTER 1.

PROCEEDINGS ON THE BORDERS OF SCOTLAND.— DAVID BRUCE
INVADES ENGLAND.— PREPARATIONS OF PIIILIPPA.— BATTLE OF
NEVILLE’S CROSS, AND CAPTURE OF DAVID BRUCE. — THE POPE
ENDEAVOURS TO PROCURE A TPEACE.~— PROCEEDINGS OF THE
ENGLISH PARLIAMENT.— NEGOTIATIONS WITH FLANDERS. — THE
COUNT OF FLANDERS AFFIANCED TO THE PRINCLSS ISABELLA
OF ENGLAND.— HE ESCAPES DY STRATAGEM FROM HIS TURBU-
LENT SUBJECTS.— PHILIP OF VALOIS ENDEAVOURS TO GAIN
THE FLEMINGS — THEY ADHERE TO ENGLAND,— MEETING OF
THE STA""I‘ES AT PARIS.~ CONTINUATION OF THE SIEGE OF CALAIS.
~— LETTER OF THE GOVERNOR. &

‘Wiire the Earl of Lancaster was pursuing his vie-
torious course in Aquitaine, and while Edward still
maintained a strict blockade upon Calais, the nego-
tiations carried on by Philip of Valois in Scotland
began to make themselves felt in their effects.
Never did a more favourable occasion present itself
for recovering all that Scotland had lost than
at that moment. Edward himself, leading one
great army through France, and his generals in
VOL. II. B
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Britanny and Guyenne employing two other con-
siderable bodies in active warfare, left England,
though not without defence herself, at least with-
out the power of interfering with the internal trans-
actions of the neighbouring country. The very
great facilities, however, which this state of things pre-
sented, did not in a little tend to carry the boldness
of the Scottish counsels into rashness. Immense
levies were made in various parts of the country ; and
David Bruce, finding himself at the head of more
than 50,000 men, determined upon seeking tempo-
rary revenge, instead of obtaining permanent security.
He might have freed Scotland, but he chose rather to
ravage England. The truce between the two coun-
tries had been already broken before the battle of
Cressy ; and a hostile incursion from the mnorth,
apparently crowned with success, had spread terror
and devastation over a considerable part of the
English border.*

The pressing entreaties of Philip, and the news that
fresh levies were every day drawn from England to
swell the assailants of Calais, might afford the chi-
valrous pretence for an unwise enterprise; but it
was probably the augury of one successful expe-
dition which induced the Scottish monarch to
risk his whole fortunes upon a second. In the
beginning of October, 1346, he began his march,
and entered the pale of England. Ravaging the
country as heproceeded, the King of Scotlandadvanced

# Rymer, tom, ii. partiv. p.204
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mto the county palatine of Durham ; and a multi-
tude of excesses are attributed to himself and to his
followers by English historians, which, fortunately for
the honour of human nature, are by no means proved.
His progress received little obstruction, till he arrived
in the immediate vicinity of Durham; but the
English council and the lords of the English marches
had not been ignorant of his approach, or negligent
in providing the means of opposition. The former
incursion, which had announced the rupture of the
truce, had put the queen and the government upon
their guard ; and orders had been issued in the end
of August for calling out the array of the border
counties.

Tidings of great military preparations in Scotland
had rendered the measures of the English court more
pressing and energetic from day to day; and at
length the Queen herself*, finding that a more
serious invasion of the country than had taken place

* Froissart is the only authority, I believe, who states positively that
Philippa was present herself on this occasion; and from that circumstance
his account has not only been doubted, but 1ts accuracy has been posi-
tively denied. In examining the chapters, however, which refer to this
subject, I find him so accurate in regard to all the persons holding a
command in the English army, so completely borne out by the state
papers in a thousand particulars, that, in the absence of all proof that
Philippa was not there, I should at once receive his narrative on that
point, even were it not supported by very strong collateral reasons for
believing it to be correct. We must also remember that this very book
was presented to Philippa herself by the historian who possessed
every means of information; and against all these reasons for giving
credit to the account of Froissart, I can only place the extraordinary
fact of the contemporary poet Laurence Minot never having once
mentioned Philippa in his account of the defeat of David Bruce at
Neville’s Cross,

B 2



4 TIHE HISTORY OF

for many years was upon the point of execution, is
said to have hastened into Northumberland, in order
to encourage the nobles and soldiers of the border by
her presence and example. Nor were the Barons at
all tardy in seconding her efforts ; and the Archbishop
of York, the Bishop of Durham, the Lords of Percy,
Unmfraville, Neville, Mowbray, Lucy, Rokeby, and
De Gray, called the whole country north of Trent
to arms, and marched with increasing numbers to
meet the invader.® The two armies encountered each
other at Neville’s Cross, within a few miles of Dur-
ham ; and the Queen, who had accompanied her
troops to the field, after exhorting the soldiers to re-
member their absent King, and to do their duty in
defence of his throne and their country, left them to
engage, and retired to wait the event.t

The English forces were far inferior in number
to the Scots; and both were actuated by equal hate,
and inspired with equal courage : but skill was upon
theside of England. TheScotshad embarrassed them-
selves amongst enclosed grounds, in which the supe-
riority of their numbers could not be rendered avail-
able; their advance guard fell in with the English
before they were aware, and suffered a complete de-
feat; and ere the men at arms could be brought
to act, the galling arrows of the English archers had
carried terror and disarray into many parts of the
Scottish ranks. Sir John Graham, indeed, at-
tempted the same manceuvre as that which had

¥ Rymer, tom, ii, part iv. p. 206. T Froissart, chap. ccevi.
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turned the fortune of Bannockburn ; but the Scottish
position had not been chosen with the wisdom of a
Robert the Bruce. The charge of the gallant knight
on the flank of the adverse archers could only be
effected imperfectly ; and in the mélée which ensued,
though a very considerable loss was sustained by the
English, the Scots were completely defeated.

One body, commanded by the Earl of March,
made its retreat in good order; but from 15,000
to 20,000 brave men were left dead upon the field
of battle, and an extraordinary number of noble
prisoners fell into the hands of the English.* Of
these the chief was David Bruce the King of Scotland.
Wounded in several places, and fighting on foot like
a common soldier, he was assailed by a border rider
named John Copland, who, after a severe struggle
with the unhappy monarch, in which the King with
a blow of his dagger dashed out two of his adversary’s
teeth, succeeded in taking him prisoner, and, accom-
panied by about twenty followers, carried him safe
out of the battle. Such was the victory of Neville’s

* It would appear from the State Papers (vol. ini. part i. p. 6.) that
the Earls of Fife and Monteith were tried for having borne arms against
England and agawst Baliol, after having sworn fealty to Edward and to
that prince. The Earl of Fife was pardoned on account of his consan-
gumity to the King, but the Earl of Monteith was ordered for execution.
We find but rare examples i the civil wars of the fourteenth century,
evenin the fiercest stiuggles, of personsbeing murdered, withthemockery
of justice, after surrender, on the pretence of being taken in arms against
their piince. This extension of the horrors of war to cold-blooded
slaughter after the heat of strife 1s ovel, is a modein improvement.
‘Whenever we do find a prisoner executed,it was upon the accusation
of having quitted that cause to which he had vowed adherence, and not
upon his having wrongly or mistakenly chosen his side at first.

B 3
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Cross * ; and the expedition which was intended to
act as a diversion in favour of Philip of Valois, and
by the danger of England to withdraw Edward from
France, only served to render the cause of the French
king more desperate, and to extend and strengthen
the power of his adversary.

David Bruce remained for some months in the
custody of John Copland, who refused to deliver
him to any one without the express command of
the King ; but an order to that effect having been
at length received by the borderer, the unfortunate
monarch was placed in the hands of Thomas of
Rokeby, who conveyed him to the Tower of London
on the 2d of January, 1347.1 His captor, however,
was not left without a reward proportioned to the
importance of the prisoner; and we find that he
was Immediately raised to the rank of banneret,
while 500/. per annum$ were assigned him, for the
purpose of supporting his new dignity. At the
same time, Edward gave him another testimony of

* This battle is generally said to have been fought on the 17th of
October 1346: but a mistake may have occurred somewhere in 1egard
to the day; for it is evident from a paper in Rymer (tom. i1 part iv.
p- 206.), that news of the fight and 1ts success had reached London on
the 20th of that month; and also, as the name of Copland is found
amongst those to whom the thanks of the council are given, it is clear
likewise that his capture of the King was known at that time, as he
was evidently not one of those to whom such a letter would have been
addressed had he not performed some new and extraordmary service.

It may not be unnecessary to remark that Barnes is probably wrong in
stating that a part of the army besieging Calais was sent to England to
aid in opposing the Scots; for we find that, at this very time, Edward
was himself drawing large reinforcements from his own country.

1+ Rymer, vol. ii. parti. p. 2.

1 Equivalent to more than 6000/, per annum of our present money.
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his gratitude, which was probably very necessary
to a border rider of those days; namely, a free
pardon for all murders, felonies, robberies, thefts,
and acts of receiving stolen goods which the newly
created banneret had committed, up to the period
of his late advancement.*

While Philippa, crowned with victory, made every
arrangement for securing the internal tranquillity
of England, and prepared to pass the sea and carry
the joy of her presence to her husband and her
son, the siege of Calais proceeded slowly but
steadily towards its conclusion. Seven hundred
English vessels swept the narrow seas; but notwith-
standing their continual watchfulness, from time to
time some of the daring mariners of Boulogne and
Abbeville contrived in their small barks to elude
pursuit and throw a scanty supply into the besieged
place. However insignificant was the assistance
thus received, such aid is never without its effect in
keeping up hope, one of the most valuable of props to
the minds of mien in the situation of the garrison of
Calais. In the meanwhile no exertions were spared
by the King of France to relieve his besieged subjects
by any means that might suggest themselves. Ne-
gotiations for peace were once more resorted to

# Froissart declares that John Copland refusing in direct terms to
deliver the King of Scotland to the Queen, Philippa despatched
messengers to her husband complaining of this act of disrespect; but
Edward having commanded the borderer to yield up his prisoner and
appear before him at Calais, recompensed his services, and gave a
special pardon for the offence he had committed against the Queen.

The only pardon, however, which I can find recorded is that which I

have stated above.
B 4
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under the mediation of the Pope; and before the
blockade of Calais had continued two months,
the Cardinals of Naples and Clermont * appeared in
Edward’s camp, bearing letters from the supreme
Pontiff. The English monarch immediately ap-
pointed several peers to treat, according to the prayer
of the Cardinals; but he slackened none of his mea-
sures against Calais, and Philip on his part relaxed no
effort to relieve the garrison by stratagem or force.
In the meanwhile a parliament was held at West-
minster T, which liberally provided for the wants of
the King and the expenses of the war; but at
the same time remonstrated boldly and vigorously
against those extensions of the royal prerogative of
which Edward was too frequently guilty, noticing
especially the commissions of array by which he
drained the country of its population, and the custom
of 40s. on the sack of wool, which had been imposed,
it would appear, without the sanction of parliament.
An endeavour was also made to restrict the power of
the monarch in regard to the application of the sums
voted. 'The remonstrances of the Parliament were

¥ Rymer, tom. i1. part iv. p. 206.

+ Barnes has attmbuted to this period the design of invading
England, which, as I have before mentioned, was entertained by the
Normans in 1387,1838. IHe has been led into this mistake by the
fact that a copy of the convention between the Normans and the
French was found at the taking of Caen by Edward, and by him laid
before parliament, about this time, in order probably to show what the
country had escaped by his successful campaigns. Had Baines looked
into Robert of Avesbury, he would have found the document at large
(p- 181, &c.); and would have perceived that it referred to a period
far anterior to the siege of Calais. It is also preserved in Rymer
(tom. ii, partiv. p.197 ), but bearing date 1338,
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wise and well-timed, inasmuch as precedents were
established, in the exigency of war, which were dan-
gerous in peace; and as resistance in the com-
mencement of evils is always more moderate and
equitable than when evils have intertwined them-
selves with privileges, and opposition, by long con-
test, has acquired the intemperance of faction. The
endeavour to control the application of the money was
more than injudicious; and while the King evaded
the remonstrances of the Parliament on the two
former poiuts, he strenuously resisted the last-named
attempt, well knowing that opportunities of action
and prospects of success would be lost for ever, if he
waited the slow determinations of the tardy and
ignorant men who at that time formed the commons
of England.* Besides the general supply granted
for carrying on the war, Edward demanded and
received a feudal due which, though submitted to
parliament in a country where the system of popular
representation was already firmly established, as in
England, was a general right claimed by every sove-
reign lord. This tax, called an aid, was levied on
the eldest son of the King receiving knighthood,
and amounted by law to the sum of 40s. on every
knight’s fee throughout the land. The lords who
accompanied the King on his expedition certified the

* Many instances have been given of the ignoiance of the represen-
tatives of the commons about this time; but they seem to have
been imbued with just notions in regard to the rights and liberties of
the people, and to have jomed with the nobles and the clergy, who were
always the first defenders of our civil liberty, m resistng the undue
extension of the royal prerogative.
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fact, and means were immediately taken for collecting
the large sum which became due on this account.*
While he thus obtained support from his native
subjects, Edward in no degree slackened his en-
deavours to strengthen his relations with foreign
states, opposed as he was to an enemy possessing the
inexhaustible resources which ever lie open to the
hands of a King of France. In preserving his alli-
ance with the people of Flanders he had already been
wonderfully successful, and his exertions were indefa-
tigable to hurry forward the negotiations, which were
now in progress, to such a point, that the interests of
Belgium and England should be still more strongly
united by the marriage of his daughter to the youth-
ful sovereign of that country. The Flemings them-
selves seconded his desires, as far as lay in their power ;
and the confinement to which the young Count of
Flanders was subjected in his own land became so
painful to the spirit of an active and lively youth, that
at length, for the sake of greater liberty, he affected to
lose his abhorrence of the English alliance, and to
yield himself to the counsels of the subjects who had
now become his gaolers. This conduct produced so
happy an effect that he pursued the system of conces-
sion, without doubt laying out in his own mind a plan
for escaping from the tedious thraldom in which he
was held. The King of England pressed the citizens
to conclude the espousals; the citizens expressed
their anxious desires that the Count should accede ;

* This was one of the feudal dues reserved and sanctioned by Magna
Charta. See Hallam; Middle Ages, vol.i. p.134.
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and the Count, to their surprise, offered no opposition
to their design.

A day was accordingly appointed for a meet-
ing between the court of England and the councils
of the good towns; and the city of Bergues, near
Dunkirk, was named as the rendezvous.t Philippa had
already arrived at the camp of her husband, accom-
panied by her daughter Isabella; and, on the Ist of
March, 1847, Edward repaired in royal pomp to the
place of assembly, where he was met by all the chief
citizens of Flanders, bringing with them their young
lord in a state of splendid captivity. The Count
suffered himself to be managed as a mere machine.
Edward, on his part, did all that a king could do to
win the regard of the young prince ; and Philippa
spared no pains to court and prepossess the future
husband of her daughter. Two days passed in
festivity and rejoicings ; and on the third, Louis de
Male, Count of Flanders, solemnly affianced Isabella
of England, and promised under his hand to espouse
her in the face of the church within a fortnight after
Laster.

The two courts then separated ; and, while Ed-
ward made great preparations for giving splendour
to the approaching nuptials of his daughter, the
young Count returned to his own territories, ap-
parently well satisfied with his reception by the King
of England, and perfectly contented with the alliance

* Meyer, Ann. Fland. fol. 151, Rymer, tom. fii. parti. p. 8.
+ Froissart, chap. ceexi.
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proposed. 'The worthy burghers of Flanders suffered
themselves to be deceived by the apparent conversion
of their young lord ; and as the time appointed for
his marriage approached, they relaxed the vigilance
with which they watched him, and suffered him,
though accompanied by creatures of their own, to
seek the pleasures of the hunting field. One day,
however, during the very week in the course of
which his promised marriage was to be consummated,
the Count rode out to fly his falcons by the river
side, or, as it was then called, pour aller en riviere.
After a time, a heron was raised, and the Count’s
falconer slipped the gesses of his bird. The Count
himself flew his falcon also, and affecting to be
carried away by the sport, galloped on shouting
and cheering on the hawks. The falconer and the
other attendants followed more slowly ; and spurring
on without pause, the Count gradually left them
behind, escaped from their sight, and, turning his
bridle towards Artois, never drew a rein till he was
within the pale of France.* His reception by Philip
was such as he expected and desired ; but the effect
of his evasion upon the affairs of France was any thing
but favourable. Edward, though highly resenting
the conduct of the Count himself, was a great deal
too wise to include the Flemings, who had been de-
ceived like himself, in his anger ; and they on their
part, gratified by the confidence of the English king,
and anxious to show that it was deserved, made strenu-

* Jac. Meyer, Ann. Fland. fol. 151, Froissart, chap. ccexi. Chron.
de France, chap. x1.
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ous exertions to serve him more effectually than they
had hitherto done. An army was almost immedi-
ately raised by the cities; and being joined by a
small detachment of English troops, lay upon the
frontiers of Artois *, effecting a strong diversion in
favour of the force besieging Calais.

But perhaps the best proof of their zeal and sin-
cerity in favour of England, was their rejection of the
splendid proposals made by Philip in order to induce
them to return to an alliance with France. Every
thing that might move a commercial people was offered
and refused. 'The monarch proposed at once to re-
store to Flanders the three large townst which France
had claimed and taken from the countyf; to furnish
Tlanders for six years with corn at the rate of four sous
for the measure, which was then commonly sold at
twelve; to supply their manufactories with wool at their
own price, and to ensure to them an exclusive right of
selling cloth in France ; to pardon the past; to raise
the interdict ; to provide for the youth of good con-
dition, but inferior fortune ; to defend them against all
enemies ; and to give them as security for the accom-
plishment of all these promises, a large sum of money
from his royal treasury.

Whether these proposals were distinctly made,
whether the Flemings doubted the good faith of
such extravagant proffers, or whether they saw both

* Froissart, chap. ccexv.

+ These were Lille, Bethune, and a third, which Robert of Avesbury
calls Rowacum, though the third that they claimed was in reality
Tournay.

I Robert of Avesbury, p. 153,
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greater honour and advantage in adhering to the
cause of England, cannot be absolutely ascertained ;
but it is clear that they rejected steadily all the
offers of the French monarch, and in reply only
ravaged the frontiers of Artois.

With his own subjects Philip was more successful ;
and to the honour of France be it said, that all his
reverses and defeats seemed but to increase the una-
nimity of his people, and strengthen the bonds between
the monarch and his vassals. His weaknesses and his
losses might deprive him of the respect of his subjects,
but their love for their King and for their country
raised them up to repel the English ; and though
they were seldom willing to obey, they were always
ready to fight and to support. A meeting of the States
General washeld at Paris on Palm Sunday ; and the
situation of the country, and the immediate means of
opposing the progress of the enemy, were taken into
consideration.” The first question was of course how
to raise money to carry on the war with vigour ; and
it would seem that all the most disgraceful and ob-
jectionable methods which man could devise were at
once adopted without consideration. The treasurers
and collectors of the revenue were subjected to rigor-
ous examination, imprisoned, fined, and saw their
property confiscated ; the Lombards and other foreign
bankers were seized and oppressed ; the Jews were
thrown into dungeons, tormented, and drained ; and,
in short, to use the quaint but appropriate terms of

* 25th March. Barnes p. 386. Villani, Iib. xii. cap. 86.
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the old historian, ¢ the golden sponge of oppression
was now squeezed by the iron hand of law.” The
last sums which had been raised for the Holy War
were appropriated to the necessities of the moment,
and the clergy themselves did not escape without
bearing a share of the common exactions.

The nobility, however, taxed themselves to an im-
mense amount, and declared their readiness to serve
with their persons as well as their property; and
Philip had the gratification of finding that a general
unanimity of purpose, and an universal hatred to the
English, pervaded the whole assembly.

Immediately after the close of the deliberations,
the French king set out for Hesdin*, which place
was appointed for the general muster of his army ;
but the very assembly which had been lately held
in Paris had drawn the barons from their terri-
tories, and impeded the feudal levies on which Philip
relied for military aid. The various reinforcements,
therefore, came in but slowly; and weeks and months
passed before he found himself in a condition to take
the field.

In the meanwhile, Edward neglected not the oppor-
tunity afforded by this long delay of proceeding vigo-
rously against the besieged city. Although his prin-
cipal hope lay in the strictness of the blockade, yet
he did not cease to harass the garrison by the em-
ployment of military engines; while cannon were
used, though apparently with little effect, in battering
the defences of the place. We have reason to believe

* Chron. de France, chap. xl.
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that these destructive machines were at that time
formed very much in the shape of the mortar in
which the fatal invention of gunpowder was first ac-
cidentally discovered, and we may easily suppose that
such a construction did not give great force to the
balls which they projected, when no chamber was
added to confine the expansion of the powder to one
particular direction.

The walls of Calais resisted all the efforts of
Edward’s artillery; and it is more than probable
that the only sufferings of the besieged proceeded
from famine. In the seventh month of the siege,
however, a bold manceuvre of the French fleet suc-
ceeded in deceiving the English admiral * ; and thirty
vessels filled with provisions made their way into
the harbour, carrying joy and hope once more to the
fainting hearts of the garrison.

To guard against such enterprises for the future,
Edward immediately began the construction of a
strong fort upon a small tongue of land at the mouth
of the havent ; and from that moment no farther sup-
plies of any consequence could be thrown into Calais.
It was determined indeed to make the attempt shortly
after, and a fleet put to sea, manned principally by
Genoese ; but news of the preparation of this con-
voy had reached the English camp, and the Earls of
Northampton and Oxford, with Sir Walter de Mauny
and several other officers, embarked on board the
squadron then before Calais, and sailed to meet the
enemy, whom they encountered near the mouth of

* Knighton, col. 2592, + Froissart, chap. ccexyv,
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the Somme.* The French fleet, consisting of forty-
four vessels, was instantly dispersed. A number took
refuge in Crotoy, and others got away by swift sail-
ing ; but twelve were driven on shore, and perished
with all on board.

In the tower constructed by Edward at the en-
trance of the harbour, every machine then known
for casting projectiles was employed; and we find
from Froissart that espringals, bombards, and what
he calls arcs a fours, were mingled on the walls ; so
that even the smaller boats were almost certain to
be sunk in any attempt to introduce provisions into
the besieged place. Trom that moment the famine
became dreadful in Calais: bread was not to be
procured ; almost all the horses were devoured;
dogs, cats, and rats furnished food for the highest
tables ; and the most noisome objects were eagerly
sought for and employed to support existence. These
also were at length consumed ; and provisions drew
so near an end, that death in the most horrible of
shapes began to present itself to the garrison. One
dreadful alternative remained ; but I cannot express
the fearful state of mind to which the men of Calais
were reduced better than by translating the last
letter of the governor to the King of France : —

¢ Very dear and much redoubted Lord,
« I commend myself to you as far as I may, the
more as I much desire to hear of your condition,

* Robert of Avesbury, p. 155.
VOL. II. C
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which our Lord of his grace ever maintain in well
being. And should you desire to know the state of
your town of Calais, be assured that, when this letter
was written, we were all safe and well, and in great
willingness to serve you and to do all for your
honour and profit. ~But, very dear and much re-
doubted lord, you must know that, although our
people are all safe and well, the town is in want of
corn, and wine, and meat ; for know that there is
nothing that has not been all eaten, even to the dogs,
the cats, and the horses ; and in the town there is no
food to be found, unless we eat the flesh of our own
people. 1 formerly wrote to you, that I would hold
out the town as long as we had any thing to eat;
but we are now at that point that we have no more
food. Thus we have agreed amongst ourselves,
that if we have not speedy aid, we will issue out of
the town into the fields, and fight to live or to die;
for we love better to die honourably in the field
than the one to feed upon the other. Therefore,
very dear and much redoubted lord, apply what
remedy may seem meet to you; for if some remedy
or advice be not speedily applied, you will never
have letter more from me, and the town will be lost,
with us who are therein. The Lord give you a
happy life and long, and yield you the will, in case
we die for you, to recompense our children!”*

This letter was intrusted to the master of a
Genoese vessel, then in the harbour of Calais; and

* Robert of Avesbury, pp. 156, 157.
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early in the morning, in company with another ship, he
slipped his cable, got past the fort, and out to sea.
He was soon perceived, however, by the commanders
of some English vessels returning towards Calais, who
immediately gave chase. The French ship effected its
return with difficulty to the port; the Genoese made
all sail, but in his flight he kept too near the land,
and struck on a shoal. All on board were taken ; but,
prior to his capture, the master had tied the letter
with which he was charged to an axe, and cast it
mnto the sea. It was found, however, at the next
ebb of the tide; and, being carried to Edward,
showed him at once the desperate condition to which
the garrison of Calais was reduced. Without hesi-
tation he sent on the epistle to Philip, and waited
the result : but it is now time to turn to the oper-
ations of that monarch, who had been delayed by
circumstances, but had left no means unemployed to
hasten the relief of the besieged city.
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CHAP. II

MUSTER OF THE FRENCH TROOPS AT HESDIN.~— PHILIP’S EFFORTS
AGAINST THE FLEMINGS.~— HE MARCHES TO RELIEVE CALAIS.,—
STRENGTH OF THE ENGLISH POSITION.— NEGOTIATIONS FOR A
TRUCE. ~— PHILIP OFFERS TO FIGHT EDWARD IF HE WILL QUIT
HIS ENTRENCHMENTS.~—EDWARD CONSENTS.— PHILIP RECEDES
FROM HIS PROPOSAL, — HE BURNS HIS TENTS AND RETREATS.—
CALAIS SURRENDERS — EDWARD’S CRUEL CONDITIONS.,— PHI~
LIPPA INTERCEDES FOR THE CITIZENS.— OBTAINS THEIR LIBER~
ATION, — THE ENGLISH FORCES ENTER CALAIS, — MEASURES FOR
RENDERING IT AN ENGLISH COLONY.

TuEe muster of the French troops at Hesdin by no
means equalled the expectations of the King, who, in
consequence of their slow and desultory arrival, was
not able to undertake the very object for which they
had been summoned, till every measure of precaution
that his skilful adversary could devise had been used
to frustrate his endeavours. The Flemish army, sup-
ported by a detachment from the forces besieging
Calais, lay upon the frontiers of Artois; and the only
line of march which Philip could pursue in his
advance against Edward exposed his flank to this
division of his enemies. At the same time, notwith-
standing the separation of a part of the English
troops from the main body, means had been taken to
increase the besieging force, and enable it hoth to
defend itself and carry on the siege with vigour.
As soon as the news of the French muster at Hesdin
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had reached the camp of Edward, large levies were
made in England under Lord James Audley*;
and, in the end of May, the Earl of Lancaster, who
had now spent several months in his native country,
sailed for Calais, leading another powerful reinforce-
ment to the army of the King.

Philip of Valois arrived at the rendezvous at
Hesdin in the early part of April; but it was the
end of the succeeding month before any important
movement could take place. From that period, how-
ever, reinforcements from different parts of the coun-
try continued to pour into Picardy, and a number
of preliminary dispositions were made for the purpose
of relieving Calais.

The attention of the King of France was first di-
rected to the means of insuring that the flank of his
army should not be turned by one enemy while he
advanced to attack another ; and, seeing the danger of
being surrounded if he suffered the Flemish force to
maintain its position, he resolved to begin the campaign
by attempting to dislodge it from the.situation which
it occupied.

He, therefore, made a movement in person upon
Arras; and detached his son, John Duke of Nor-
mandy, with a considerable body of troops, in order
to attack the Flemings, who were then lying in force
near Quesnoy, on the Lys. Two severe skirmishes
took place immediately upon the approach of the
French army, both of which proved in favour of
John.t The Flemings retreated from Quesnoy to-

* Barnes, p. 394. + Chron. de Flandres, p. 187,
c 3
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wards Cassel, showing a strong disposition to risk a
general engagement at every halt, but never offering
any very vigorous opposition to the advance of their
enemy, till they reached the latter town. Here,
however, they took up their position on the 7th of
June; and on the 8th, early in the morning, were
attacked by the corps of the Duke of Normandy, who
continued his efforts till mid-day.* Finding, after a
battle of nearly five hours, that he had made no im-
pression, the French prince withdrew his troops and
retreated, leaving the Flemings and English in pos-
session of the field. The good order, however, in
which he drew off his men, and the little loss he had
suffered, gave the troops of Flanders no encourage-
ment to follow his retreat ; and, judging that the line
of march upon Calais was sufficiently open, the Duke
rejoined his father, and the advance of the united
French army upon Calais immediately began.

All these movements had occupied a considerable
length of time, and had given Edward a sufficient
indication of the purposes of the French king.
Every precaution, therefore, was taken to guard all
the approaches to the city: the fleet, furnished with
the various sorts of artillery then known, was drawn up
close in-shore, lying along the line of sand-hills which
rise from the margin of the sea, and are called Dunes ;
the passages of the marshes, which extended for a
considerable distance round the town, were guarded
by the Earl of Lancaster and a body of chosen troops ;

* Robert of Avesbury, p. 154.
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and the English camp closed all the avenues to the
other sides of the city. The ground in most places
was too soft and sandy to admit of the erection of
any strong forts for the defence of Edward’s position *
without greatlabour ; but it would appear that a tower
had been constructed at the entrance of the dunes to
aid the fleet in guarding that pass.

The advance of the French army was extremely
slow ; but the line of operations was so large, that its
mere approacht, by cutting off all supplies from the
interior, greatly embarrassed the English; and at
length, on the 27th of July, the whole of Philip’s
force, consisting, we are told, of more than 200,000
men, appeared on the heights, called Sandgate, on
the side of Boulogne. The distance of about a mile,
which intervened between the English camp and the
position which the enemy immediately took up, was
nearly impassable from the marshy state of the ground,
and a tower garrisoned with thirty archers defended
the narrow pass along the sea-shore. Edward was,
therefore, as strongly posted as it is possible to con-

# This and other minor particulars concerning the siege of Calais
are gathered from the account of an eye-witness, Sir Thomas de la

More, preserved by Stow in his General Chronicle.

+ See a paper in Rymer, tom. iii. part i. p. 15., dated the 23d of July.
It is dufficult to reconcile the statement contained in this proclamation,
which, though dated at Reading by the custos of England, mentions that
the French king had advanced within three leagues of his father’s
camp, with the well-known letter of Edward himself, in which that
monarch declares that Philip did not come within sight of his host
till the Friday before the 1st of August, or the 27th July. Now Prince
Lionel could not have recerved the tidings in a less time than two
days; and consequently it would seem that Philip of Valois either
halted suddenly in his advance, or was five whole days in marching
three leagues.

¢ 4
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ceive ; and Philip, perceiving the difficulties which lay
before him, immediately gave orders for encamping
on the position he occupied, while a detachment
from the men of Tournay attacked the small wooden
fort which guarded the sands. The tower was soon
taken, notwithstanding the vigorous resistance of the
archers; but the English fleet on the left, and the
English army in front, were still sufficient to render
any efforts on that side desperate, and Philip deter-
mined to wait till the following morning, and seek
some less hopeless point of attack.

The reconnoitring parties, however, which at
break of day went forth to examine the English po-
sition, found no way open for the French army to
advance against that of Edward, without great con-
comitant danger and disadvantage; and if Philip ever
did propose to risk a battle in order to save Calais, he
was shaken in his resolution by the wise dispositions of
his adversary. Other means of relieving the city still
remained to be tried ; and it would appear that from
this time, to throw a supply of provisions into the
town by stratagem became the French king’s principal
object.

The cardinals of Tusculum, and St. John and St.
Paul, sent by the unwearied and Christian zeal of
Clement VI. to negotiate a peace between the rival
monarchs*, had apparently accompanied the army
of Philip on its march; for the very day after that

* Froissart, Barnes, and others, place the arrival of the cardmnals
after the proposal of a general battle, and thus confound the subsequent

events. It will be seen by the letter of Edward, that the negotiations
for a peace preceded the more hostile invitation by several days,
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king’s arrival they presented themselves at the end
of the dyke which crossed the marsh, and demanded
to speak with the Earl of Lancaster.* That noble-
man, accompanied by the Earl of Northampton and
some others, immediately proceeded to meet them ;
and as they declared that Philip was now willing to
offer more advantageous terms of peacet, two tents
were erected by Edward’s order within his lines,
wherein envoysf from the French king treated for
some days with the two Earls, Sir Walter de Mauny
and others, on the part of the King of England.
The first object of the French commissioners was
the relief of Calais ; and they proposed, as a prelimi-
nary, that the troops forming the garrison should be
allowed to march out with all that they possessed.
Upon this subject, however, the deputies of England
positively refused to enter at all, till the general con-
ditions of peace should be arranged ; and after great
difficulty they induced the opposite negotiators to
name the terms which they were empowered to
offer. These terms only embraced the restoration
of Guyenne as it had been held by Edward’s grand-
father, together with the county of Ponthieu. As the
English king already had in his possession a greater

* Robert of Avesbury.

+ I by no means wish to imply that these prelates were in any degree
aware of a design on the part of Philip to take advantage of the
negotiations for peace, commenced under their mediation, to throw
provisions into the besieged city.

T The nobles appointed by the French king were the Dukes of
Bourbon and of Athens, the Chancellor of France, the Lord of

Offemont, and Sir Geoffrey de Charny. See the letter of Edward I1I.
in regard to the siege of Calais.
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extent of territory in France than was now offered,
he rejected the proposal; but the French still endea-
voured to keep the treaty in suspense, for the purpose,
it is supposed, of attempting by some stratagem to
throw supplies into Calais.

At length, finding that the English would no
longer negotiate for peace, a number of knights and
gentlemen were sent to the usual place of conference,
bearing to Edward a message from the French king.
Philip therein declared, that he had examined the
ground in every direction, in order to advance and
give the King of England battle, but had found no
means of approaching him; and he therefore called
upon him to come forth from the marshy ground in
which he was encamped, in order that he might fight
him power to power in the open field. He still
further offered to send four French knights, with four
Englishmen of the same rank, to choose a fair plain
in the neighbourhood, according to the usages of
chivalry.

This message was delivered towards vespers; and
it would appear, from the account of Sir Thomas de
la More*, that, during the same evening, a body of
17,000 Flemingst and Englishmen, detached from
the army which had made such a gallant stand at
Cassel, effected their junction with the besieging force.
Still Edward’s army was far inferior in numbers
to that of his adversary, but his heart was confident

* Stow, p. 224.
t Robert of Namur and several German auxiliaries had joined Ed-
ward a little before the appearance of the French.
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with the memory of Cressy; and early the mext
morning, after having consulted with his officers, he
replied that he was willing to accede* to the plan pro-
posed. IHe sent, at the same time, a blank safe-con-
duct for four French knights, in order that, according
to Philip’s suggestion, the same number might be
chosen on the English part, of equal rank and station.

His envoys, however, found Philip in a different
mood : the purpose of giving battle was forgot ; and
the only negotiations which the French king seemed
willing to entertain concerned the delivery of Calais.
On this subject, of course, the English knights had no
authority to treat ; and they returned to the camp,
surprised and dissatisfied at the strange tergiversa-
tion of the King of France. How much greater
was the astonishment of the English army when,
the next morning before daylight, the tents + of the
French, crowning the hill above the town, were
seen in one general flame; and it was found that

* Froissart, and Barnes, following his account, deny that Edward
accepted the defiance of the French king; but the monarch gives it
under his own hand, that he not only did accede to the proposal of
Philip, but that he issued a safe-conduct for any four French knights,
who, with four English knights of the same rank, were to choose a
fair field. Monsieur de Brequigny, in the Mémoires of the Académie de
Belles Lettres, proves circumstantially the truth of Edward’s letter, and
justifiesall partsof the English monarch’s conduct with rather prejudiced
zeal. It hasbeen said, on the other hand, that Edward, after accepting
the defiance of the French king, had a thousand ways of evading the
battle. However rash the act might be to quit his strong position, and
fight an enemy with four tumes his numbers in an open plain, it is assum-
ing a great deal too much to insinuate that Edward did not intend to
commit it. The matter was never put to the proof, because Philip

fled ; but Cressy was an evidence sufficient of what Edward dared to do.
t Robert of Avesbury, ubisupra,
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Philip and all his host were retreating towards
Amiens, with somewhat of unseemly speed. The
Earls of Lancaster and Northampton were instantly
on horseback, and with a large body of horse hung
upon the rear of the enemy, harassing him on his
hasty march.

Human ingenuity has exhausted itself in endea-
vours to find a motive, or assign a cause, for the pro-
ceedings of the French king upon the present occa-
sion; but none has been discovered; and the only
means of accounting for his conduct is by supposing
him affected by a temporary aberration of mind, which
many other parts of his history render not impro-
bable.* The fits of rage so frequently recorded of
him border closely upon madness: in less than fifty
years that lamentable disease broke out amongst his
descendants T; and a number of actions which he com-
mitted, highly detrimental to his own views, without

* At one time I was led to believe that some tidings of the Flemish
army mustering in his rear might have mduced Philip to such a sud-
den and extraordinary retreat ; but on examation I find that by this
time the army of Flanders, with the exception of the 17,000 men who
were detached to support Edward, was almost entircly disbanded.
Neither could the tidings of the disasters of his nephew i Britanny,
of which we shall speak immediately, have occasioned the flight of
the French king; for those disasters took place in the middle of June,
and the intelbgence must have reached him before he approached
Calais The difficulties of attacking the English camp could not have
caused his repulse; for Edward offered to come forth and give him
battle, according to that monarch’s own account, and to fill up the
trenches and remove all impediments, according to the account of a
person present (Thomas de la More). Nor could any doubt of the
courage of his own troops affect the French king; for from the same
authority we learn that his knights were only too eager to engage, and
came every day to joust with the English at the end of the canseway.

+ The insanity of Charles V1. declared itself in 1893,
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any apparent reason, can only be attributed to the
occasional hallucinations of insanity.

The gallant defenders of Calais had beheld the
approach of the innumerable legions of France with
joy and exultation ; but they had marked their long
delay with apprehension, and saw them decamp with
despair. The first sign that indicated their purpose
of surrender was the fall of the French standard,
which had been floating on the highest tower of the
town*; and, shortly after, news was brought to Ed-
ward that the governor in person was upon the
battlements, and desired to speak with some of the
officers of the besieging army. Sir Walter de Mauny
and Ralph Lord Bisset of Sapcoat were immediately
sent to confer with him t, and found that, as they ex-
pected, his object was to obtain the best terms he could.
The English knights dared give no encouragement to
the hopes of John of Vienne ; for, well knowing the
determination of the monarch, they were forced to
tell him that no probability existed of any conditions
being granted : that the inhabitants and garrison of
Calais should surrender absolutely, was the demand of
the King; reserving entirely to himself the right to
pardon whom he pleased, and to put to death those who
had most incurred his anger. The governor remon-
strated strongly, and prayed the English knights to
return to the King and beseech him, for his honour
and courtesy, to show mercy to men who had only

* Thomas de la More, cited by Stow, Gen, Chron. p. 24,
t Froissart, chap. ccexx.
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done their duty. He added also his soldier’s resolu-
tion, notwithstanding all that they had endured, to
suffer still more severely, and to sell their lives
dearly, before the least individual of the whole town
should perish by surrender.*

Walter de Mauny willingly undertook the task,
though he did so without hope, and, as he expected,
he found the King inexorable. The strict laws of war
in those days unhappily justified the barbarous prac-
tice of putting to death the garrison of a town cap-
tured under such circumstances ; and the inhabitants
of Calais had proved so destructive to the British
trade by their piracies, that Edward seemed deter-
mined to exercise against them the utmost severity.
Sir Walter de Mauny, however, interceded long and
boldly, representing to his sovereign that none of his
soldiers would willingly defend a town on his behalf
from the day forward on which he put to death the
people of Calais, as beyond all doubt the French would
retaliate at every succeeding siege. All the other
nobles who were present seconded warmly the argu-

* The History of Calais declares, on the faith of 2 manuscript pre-
served in the abbey of St. Bertinus, that John of Vienne himself went
to Edward to solicit terms of capitulation; but the account given by
Froissart may not only be received as better authority, but is in itself
more probable, and more consistent with the customs of the day. The
ferocious sternness of Edward towards the inhabitants of Calais needs
some explanation ; for, though undoubtedly hasty and fierce, he on no
other occasion showed the same unrelenting spirit. All the old
English historians affirm that Calais had for years been a nest of
pirates, whose depredations were principally carried on against the
English and the Flemings; and Vaillani repeats the same story in the
following forcible words :— « Perocche Calese era uno ricetto di corsali,
e spilonca di ladroni e pirati di mare,”
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ments of the knight of Hainault; and Edward was
at length induced to yield in some degree. He
demanded that six * of the most notable burghers of
the captured city, with bare heads and feet, with ropes
about their necks, and the keys of the fortress in their
hands, should deliver themselves up for execution.
On these conditions he agreed to spare the rest : and
with this hard message he sent back Sir Walter to
the town.

John of Vienne was still upon the battlements,
and, on hearing the King’s reply, he desired the
knight to wait, while he communicated it to the citi-
zens. He then proceeded to the market-hall, and,
causing the bell to be rung, called the famished and
terrified people of Calais to hear their fate. Agony
and terror spread through the whole assembly at the
news, and tears and silence were for some time the only
reply to the cruel demand of the English monarch,
while the gallant knight, who had defended the place
so long, wept bitterly at the tidings he had been
forced to communicate.

At length, after a protracted and mournful pause,
the wealthiest and most distinguished of the citizens,
named Eustace de St. Pierre, a name immortalf, rose
and replied, ¢ Sad pity and shame would it be,
Sirs, to let all our fellow-citizens die by famine or
the sword, when other means can be found to save
them ; and great shall be his favour and reward in

* The same manuscript cited above says that the number of victims
was eight, four being chosen from the burghers of the town, four from
the military garrison. Hist. de Calais, vol. i, p. 740.

t See note at the end of this chapter.
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the sight of God, who shall avert such a misfor-
tune from them. I, therefore, by right the first, in
hope of pardon and grace from our Lord, if I can
save the people, will willingly, with naked feet and
head, a rope about my neck, and stripped to my shirt,
yield myself to the will of the English king.” *

¢ When he had done speaking,” says Froissart,
“every one ran to honour him; and a number of
men and women cast themselves at his feet, weeping
most tenderly, and sad it was to hear and see them,
Another honest burgher of great wealth, who had two
beautiful daughters, rose next, and declared that he
would bear his neighbour Eustace company; and
they called him John of Aire. After that rose a
third, called James de Vissant, who was rich both in
goods and heritage, and he said he would follow;
as also said his brother, Peter de Vissant, and two
others.”

The number of these self-devoted men being com-
plete, they threw off their robes, and, putting ropes
about their necks, took the keys of the town and the
castle, and signified their readiness to set out. John

* These speeches, and almost the whole of the account here given,
1 copy from Froissart, because I find that all the other anthorities of any
import confirm the statements of that writer in every material point,
though his narration is much more ample and circumstantial than any
other. Nevertheless, I do not pretend to believe myself, and do not
wish others to believe, that these speeches contain the precise words
used by the individuals to whom they are attributed; but in all pro-
bability they are such as persons so situated would have spoken in that
day; and I give them as substantially if not verbally correct, and as
furnishing an accurate picture of the manners of the time, as well as of
the emotions under which the principal characters acted.



EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE. 33
of Vienne * on horseback, for in consequence of a late
wound he could not walk, put himself at their head,
and they took the way to the gate, while men and
women, with their hands clasped, and crying bitterly,
ran beside them. Thus accompanied by mourning and
tears they issued forth, and came to the place where
De Mauny still waited. That knight, promising
to do his best to save them, led them direct to the
royal tent, within which Edward had assembled all
the nobles of England ; and when the tidings were
brought that the burghers of Calais were arrived,
the monarch issued forth with his retinue, followed by
Philippa and the Prince his son.

¢« Behold, sire,” said De Mauny, when he saw him,
¢ the representatives of the town of Calais at your
command.”

The King made no reply but looked on frowning,
while John of Vienne surrendered his sword, and the
burghers kneeling, said, ¢ Gentle Lord and King,
behold we six, who were once the greatest citizens
and merchants of Calais, bring you the keys of the
town and the castle, and give ourselves up to your
pleasure ; placing ourselves in the state in which
you see us, of our own free will, to save the rest of
the people of the city, who have already suffered

* 8ir Thomas de la Mo1e, who was in the besieging army, and who,
omitting all the crcumstances which induced the six burghers to de-
vote themselves for the common good, describes their procession to
the royal tent exactly as Froissart has depicted it, adds, that John of
Vienne accompanied the burghers himself to the presence of the En-
glish monarch; and as he was undoubtedly present at the whole
transaction, I have added this circumstance to the statement of Frois-
sart, which the English knight confirms throughout.

VOL, 1I. D
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many ills. We pray you, therefore, to have pity
and mercy upon us, for the sake of your high noble-
ness.”

¢ Assuredly,” says the chronicler, ¢ there was
not in the whole place a lord, a knight, or a brave
man, who could abstain from weeping out of pure
pity, neither was there any one who could speak for
a long time.”

Still the King regarded them with an angry
countenance, and the first sentence he uttered was an
order for their execution. All the lords and knights
who were present immediately interposed, especially
Sir Walter de Mauny, who boldly exclaimed, ¢ Oh,
gentle Lord, deign to curb your anger. You have a
high name and great renown for sovereign gentle-
ness and nobleness of heart ; do not do a thing to
tarnish it, nor let men tell of you a baseness. If
you have not pity upon these men, every one else
will say that it is a great act of cruelty if you are
so hard-hearted as to put to death these honest
burghers, who of their own free will have cast them-
selves on your mercy to save their fellows.”

« Silence, Sir Walter,” cried the King, « I will
have it so ; let the executioner be called. The men
of Calais have put to death so many of my subjects,
that I will put them to death also.”

At that moment the Queen Philippa*, who was
far gone in pregnancy, and who had been weeping

* Villani also gives an account of the intercession of the Queen,
book xii. cap. 95.; and though his details are in many parts very in-

correct, yet his testimony is valuable where it confirms the narration of
Froissart.
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bitterly, cast herself on her knees before her hus-
band, exclaiming, ¢ Oh, gentle Lord, since I have
repassed the seas in great peril to see you, as you
well know, I have neither required nor asked any
thing at your hand ; now then, I pray you humbly,
and require as a boon, that for the Son of Mary, and
the love of me, you take these men to mercy.”

The King gazed upon her for a moment in
silence, and then replied, ¢ Ah, Lady, I would that
you had been other where than here; but you beg
of me so earnestly I must not refuse you, though I
grant your prayer with pain. I give them to you;
take them and do your will.”

Grateful for having succeeded where all others
had failed, the Queen rose, and causing them to rise
also, she ordered the ropes to be taken from their
necks, food and money to be given them, and then
sent them forth, free and in safety.

Edward, in the meanwhile, despatched Sir Walter
de Mauny with the Earl of Warwick and ILord
Stafford, accompanied by a considerable body of men
at arms, to take possession of the captured town.
John of Vienne, the governor, and fifteen knights,
with a number of the principal burghers, were kept as
prisoners, while such of the inhabitants as did not
choose to swear fealty to the English monarch
were conducted in safety to the French town of
Guisnes.*  But all the citizens, without exception,
were fed by the bountyt of the English monarch ;

# Knighton, col. 2595. T. de la More, cited by Stow, p. 244.
4 This fact is universally admitted. Sir Thomas de la More says

D 2
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and each carried away with him what effects he
could bear upon his person.* The ire of Edward
soon gave way to better feelings: a number of the
nobler burghers ¥ of the town were suffered to

that Edward not only fed the whole of the starving population, but that
he loaded even those knights and citizens with presents whom he
thought fit to detain m captivity. (Stow’s General Chronicle, p. 24+.)
Knighton represents the people of Calais as actually famshed; and
declares, that on their being suddenly supplied with abundance of food
by order of the English king, they devoured such quantities, that many
died of repletion during the night. Kmghton, 2595.

* T have here adopted the account given by the contmuator of Wil-
liam of Nangis, because it affords a reasonable mean between the ex-
treme discrepancies of other authors. Villani declares that Edward
stripped the inhabitants to their shirts, and thus drove them forth.
Robert of Avesbury says that the greater part of the citizens were
permitted to depart with al/ thewr goods. The Chronicle of Fiance
only admits that they carried with them the clothes they had on.
However, it 1s not reasonable to suppose that Edward exempted the
city wholly from the common fate to which towns so situated were
generally subject ; and yet his after generosity to Eustace de St. Pierre,
and many other inhabitants, does not permit us to imagine that, when
the first burst of passion was over, he exercised any great severity.

The ordonnances of the kings of France, for assuaging the sorrows of
the Calaisians, have been biought forward to show that the people were
entirély plundered. But those ordonnances do not prove any such
thing. They merely show that the people had suffered severely in
defence of the kingdom, and that the kings of France were willing to
recompense their services, and supply the losses they had sustamned by
the confiscation of theii property in the town.

+ Monsieur de Brequigny, in his second Mémoire on this subject,
% Mémoires de I’ Académie de Belles Lettres, vol. xxxvii.,” proves beyond
a doubt that an immense number of the French inhabitants were per-
mitted to remain, and received houses in the city from the conqueror.
At the head of these was Eustace de St. Pierre, to whom Edward not
only granted, on the 8th October, 1347, almost all the possessions he had
formerly held in Calais, but also a considerable pension. I am
strongly inclined to believe, that every one was permitted to remain who
chose to swear fealty to the English king; and there can be no doubt,
that indignation at the strange feebleness of Philip’s endeavours to re-
lieve them, induced many to do homage to his rival.
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remain, notwithstanding the monarch’s determin-
ation to people it with his own subjects ; and ere
long he saw the generous devotion of Eustace de St.
Pierre in the light in which it deserved to shine;

On this pension granted to St. Pierre, however, and on the fact that
Edward bestowed a portion of the forfeited possessions of the townsmen
upon Philippa, suspicions have been raised in regard to the whole story
of the fall of Calais. The devotion of St. Pierre, and the intercession
of Philippa, have been doubted, if not denied. Such doubts seem to
me idle, especially with respect to Philippa. In regard to St. Pierre, it
seems to me not at all inconsistent with probability, that the man who
could devote himself to death for the safety of his fellow-citizens should
feel so indignant at hin who had reduced them by s folly and weak-
ness to such a state, as to remain in the town after 1t had passed under
the sway of a more brilliant and successful monarch, and attach him-
self more strongly to the gallant conqueror than he had ever dome to
his feeble and ungenerous rival. Respecting Philippa, it may be shown
that the whole of her participation in these eventsis proved by as stiong
historical evidence as that which can be adduced for any other fact in
the annals of the world.

That she was present when Calais surrendered is proved by the
State Papers.

That a certain number of citizens went out barefooted to offer their
lives for the rest, is shown by the MS. of St. Bertinus, by Froissart, by
Villani, and by an eye-witnéss, Sir Thomas de la More.

‘Was it unnatural that.a noble-minded woman, seeing such a scene as
must have presented itself in the Enghsh camp on the arrival of the
victims, should be moved by their distress, and intercede on their be-
half? Would it not have been utterly unnatural if Plippa had failed
to do so? .

But the statement does not alone rest upon the authority of Frois-
sart. It is confirmed by Villani, who died before the chronicler of -
Hanault had made his work public #, who was an inhabitant of another
land, derived his information from other sources, and whose testimony
therefore proves that the intercession of Philippa was a matter of no-
toriety at the time.

That afterwards in the confiscation of the property of those inhabit-

* The first copy was presented to Philippa after the battle of Poitiers; and
Giov. Villani died in 1348 or 1849. -

D 3
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and having engaged him to remain in Calais, he
lIoaded him with benefits and honours. On the day
following the surrender *, exactly eleven months after
the commencement of the siege, Edward, accom-
panied by the Queen and the Black Prince, amidst
bursts of martial music, and the shouts of his con-
quering bands, entered the town in triumph, and
took up his abode in the castle. A short time was
given to rejoicing, and then the monarch devoted
his whole attention to secure the city he had
gained. A general invitation was addressed to the
inhabitants of England to cross the sea and colo-
nise the conquered territory ; and the first of Sep-
tember was appointed as the day for such as desired
lands and dwellings in Calais to present themselves
at that city. The fortifications were repaired and
extended, immense military stores and magazines
for provisions were established, and parties were
despatched in every direction to clear the neigh-
bouring country of hostile bands; one of these
detachments must be more particularly noticed, as it
was led by Edward the Black Prince in person.t
This was the first separate command he ever en-
joyed; but unfortunately little more is known than
that he conducted his troops with safety and

ants of Calais who refused to remain and do homage to the English
king, she received a considerable donation from her husband, proves
nothing on any part.

* 4th August, 1347,

1+ Knighton, col. 2595.
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success, sweeping the country to the very banks of
the Somme ; and that he returned without loss, and
with considerable booty ; while the Earl of Warwick,
who was detached towards St. Omer, received a
severe check, and lost a considerable number of his

men.
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CHAP. IIIL

THE LAST ACTS OF JOHN DE MONTFORD.-— DEFENCE OF BRITANNY
BY SIR THOMAS D’AGWORTH.~—SIEGE OF LA ROCHE DERIEN BY
CHARLES OF BLOIS.— D’AGWORTH MARCHES TO ITS RELIEF, —
BATTLE OF LA ROCHE DERIEN AND CAPTURE OF CHARLES OF
BLQ1S.— SUCCESS OF THE PARTY OF DE MONTFORD.— LA ROCHE
DERIEN RETAXEN BY THE LORD OF CRAON.— A TRUCE BETWEEN
ENGLAND AND FRANCE CONCLUDED.-—- ADVANTAGES GAINED BY
ENGLAND SINCE THE TRUCE OF MALESTROQIT.

Berore we proceed to notice the transactions which
followed the taking of Calais, it is necessary to pause
upon the events which had occurred in Britanny
subsequent to the declaration of war in 1845 ; and it
may be as well to recall to the reader’s mind that, in
the middle of June in that year, the Earl of North-
ampton set sail for France, with full commission to
defy Philip of Valois, on the part of Edward II1., to
wage war against him in Britanny, and to exercise
the sovereign power, as representative of the English
king, in" such parts of France as he could hy any
means wrest from the enemy.* There is no reason
to suppose that the troops detached to Britanny were
sufficient, in point of numbers, to justify any very great
efforts in that quarter ; but as the proposed expeditions
of the Earl of Lancaster to Gascony, and of Edward
himself to Normandy, were well calculated to draw
the attention of the French monarch to other parts of

* Rymer, vol. ii. part iv. p. 176.
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his dominions, the army of the Earl of Northampton
was quite competent to assume the offensive against
any force that Charles of Blois could bring into the
field. It is not quite clear, whether the same fleet
which bore the Earl to the coast of Britanny did or
did not carry thither John de Montford also ; but, at
all events, that unhappy prince reached France about
the same time, namely, before the end of June*; and,
finding that the adherents of his opponent had suffered
a defeat at the Landes of Cadoret from the troops com-
manded by Sir Thomas d’Agworth, he immediately
attacked and took Dinant, and, marching on, laid
siege to Quimper. From this enterprise, however,
he was soon obliged to desist t; and, attacked by a
violent fever, he retired to Hennebon, where, as be-
fore stated, he died on the 23d of September, leaving
his son to the guardianship of the King of England,
and the territories he held in Britanny to be defended
by the Earl of Northampton.

That nobleman continued the war with greater
success than had attended the steps of De Montford
himself. He took Carhaix, burned the suburbs of
Guingamp, and besieged and captured La Roche
Derient, after a protracted and vigorous resistance

# 17th June, 1345. Lobinau, vol. i. p. 336.

+ 1345. Barnes.

1 La Roche Derien was taken and retaken many times; and it ap-
pears perfectly certain that it was captured m the month of December,
1345, by the Earl of Northampton (see ’Histoire de Bretagne, D.
Morice, vol. i. p. 274.).  Froissait, however, gives quite a different
account of its capture, places it more than a year later (. e. towards
the end of the siege of Calais), gives a different name to the captain come
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on the part of the garrison. A battle also took
place between the Earl and Charles of Blois, in the
neighbourhood of Morlaix, which lasted during the
greater part of the day, till at length the troops of
Blois were compelled to retreat, and the field remained
in possession ‘of the English.* As the spring of
1846 approached, and the preparations for the ex-
pedition to Normandy appeared nearly complete, the
Earl of Northampton was recalled to England, and
joined the armament of the King.

In the meanwhile, Sir Thomas d’Agworth re-
mained in command of the English troops in Bri-
tanny; but evils more difficult to meet than hostile
armies now assailed him. Either from a succession
of inclement seasons, or from the baleful effects of
civil war, a general famine was beginning to make

manding, and declares the assailants to have been Sir Thomas d’Ag-
worth, Sir John Hartwell, and the famous Tanguy du Chatel. Whether
this is to be attributed to the want of knowledge which Froissart
frequently displays respecting the affairs of Britanny, or whether, in
the interval between 1345 and 1347, it had been recaptured by the
French, 1 have no means of discovering. See Froissart, chap. ccexiii.
Much obscurity also exists in regard to who was the king’s deputy in
Britanny. Compare Robert of Avesbury, p. 109., with Rymer, vol. ii.
part iv. p. 159.)

* Barnes, p. 326. Leland’s Coll. vol. i, p.805. Stow, p. 239.
I do not feel at all sure that this battle is not the same as that
mentioned previously as the battle of the Landes of Cadoret. The
accounts in regard to both are very indistinct ; and they must have taken
place so near together in point of time, that I feel very doubtful in re-
gard to their being two distinet engagements, although Sir Thomas
d’ Agworth is said to have commanded on the one occasion, and the Earl
of Northampton on the other, and though the one is generally placed
prior to the return of De Montford to Britanny, the other after his
death.
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itself felt throughout the whole of Britanny at the time
he undertook the command ; and fears of another de-
ficient harvest rendered provisions more difficult
to be procured.* To guard against the effects of
this dearth, Sir Thomas d’Agworth laboured in-
cessantly during the whole summer to lay up large
stores in the principal fortresses in the power of
England ; but it must not be supposed that his
watchful adversaries suffered him to take these mea-
sures of wise precaution without opposition. No
supply could be carried from one point to another
with safety, unless escorted by as large a force as
could be spared from the garrisons ; and while Charles
of Blois, concentrating his troops, and refreshing
them as they arrived, was preparing to recover the
fortresses he had lately lost, Sir Thomas d’ Agworth,
with his scanty forces, was employed continually in
convoying stores to enable those very fortresses to
resist.

At length, on the 9th of June, the English com-
mander, with 80 men at arms and 100 horse archers,
accompanying the march of a body of peasantry con-
veying provisions, was encountered by the whole force
of Charles of Blois, consisting, according to the only
accounts we possess, of about 1800 knights and men
at arms, 2000 archers, and 30,000 irregular foot. Sir
Thomas d’ Agworth, perceiving that any attempt either
to force a passage or to fly, would be equally in vain,
resolved to make a stand in a strong position which

* Lobinau, vol. i. p. 838.
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he had gained, and endeavoured, as far as the circum-
stances permitted, to add artificial defences to the
natural advantages of the situation. But a short time
was allowed him for preparation; and at an early hour
in the morning the army of Charles of Blois, which by
this time completely surrounded him, attacked him on
all sides.* On all sides the English commander re-
ceived and repelled their assault; and, presenting an
impenetrable phalanx of men at arms in front, while
the archers poured flights of arrows upon the assailants
as they charged up the hill, he maintained the combat
for seven hours ; at the end of which time the French
retreated, leaving a number of men of note dead upon
the field, and two distinguished knights, named Gal-
lois de la Heuse and Payen de Fontenay, prisoners
in the hands of the English.

Charles of Blois, however, did not retire to a great
distance ; but with a determination to conquer at
any cost the handful of men who had, by their obsti-
nate and successful resistance, cast such d’isgrace upon
his army, he merely afforded his troops time to rest,
and towards the evening prepared to renew the battle.
Dividing his force into three bodies, he gave the com-
mand of the first to the Viscount de Rohan, the Lords
of Leyacer and Montauban, together with Roland de
Tivarlen ; the second he assigned to the Lords of
Beaumanoir and Rostrenen ; and the third he re-
served for himself, with the Lords of Rochefort,

# Lobinau, Hist. de Bretagne, tom. i. p. 338,
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Quintin, and Coymes. The whole forces were or-
dered to dismount, and the attack was renewed on
foot.

The proximity of the enemy had kept the soldiers
of Sir Thomas d’ Agworth under arms the whole day;
but they, nevertheless, encountered the assailants with
unabated vigour and courage, and a long, fierce, des-
perate combat ensued. The end was the same. The
French, repelled at every point, retreated with far
greater loss than before; while the handful of
Englishmen maintained their ground, without the loss
of one man killed or taken, though every individual
of their small force was severely wounded before the
close of the day.*

The French retired to return no more; and Sir
Thomas d’Agworth, with his gallant band, conveyed
the stores in safety to their destination. In the
meanwhile, Charles of Blois endeavoured by every
exertion to efface the memory of this defeat; but the
tide of fortune was setting decidedly against the house
of Valois in every part of France; and though the
French forces in Britanny still out-numbered, in a
very great degree, the united soldiers of England and
De Montford, yet it appears that, during the whole of

* Argentré has confounded this battle with that of the Landes of
Cadoret, which took place the year before, though the circumstances
appear to have been quite different. In the one case the English at-
tacked the French in a position which cramped the exertions of the
latter ; but in the battle to which the text alludes, the English were
surrounded on every side by the troops of Charles of Blois.
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the rest of the year, success was decidedly on the part
of Edward IIL* and his allies.

In the month of May in the following year, while
the English king was still besieging Calais, Charles of
Blois determined, by great efforts, to recover the
ground he had lost since the renewal of hostilities;
and with a force of 1800 men at armst, 2600 archers
and cross-bow-men, and an immense number of irregu-
lar foot, he marched direct upon La Roche Derien,
and invested that fortress on every side. The city,
situated at the mouth of the small river Jaudi, and
possessing considerable advantages of position, pro-
mised to hold out long, notwithstanding the large
force brought against it; and Charles of Blois,
aware of the difficulties of the undertaking, com-
menced his operations by guarding his own army
against attack. For this purpose he strongly fortified
his camp, and caused his pioneers I to fill up all the
ditches, and cut down the hedges for half a league
round in order that no cover might be left to conceal
or protect the approach of the English archers. One
division of his army was encamped on the opposite
side of the river, on what was called the Place verte §,

#* The Viscount de Thouars, who had led a considerable force to
the assistance of Charles of Blois, was surprised and taken in his bed
by Rastel de Cahors, a daring but somewhat unprincipled partisan of
the house of Montford.

+ Robert of Avesbury, p. 159. Sir Thomas d’Agworth here makes
a curious distinction, saying, 1200 nettes gens d’armes, chevalers et es-
quiers, et 600 d’aultres gens d’armes.

T Itake almost all the particulars of this siege from the letter of
Sir Thomas d’ Agworth, which is preserved in Robert of Avesbury.

§ Lobinau, Hist. de Bretagne,
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while he himself, with his principal chivalry, pitched
their tents close to the town, between a mill and an
hospital of lepers ; and having made these dispositions,
he proceeded vigorously in the siege of the fortress.

No sooner did Sir Thomas d’Agworth, who by
this time had received the King’s commission, ap-
pointing him lieutenant-general in Britanny*, hear of
the danger of La Roche Derien, than, setting out with
what forces he could collect, he marched, without
delay, to relieve the garrison at any risk. He states
his whole force to have been 300 men at arms, and
400 archers, to which probably was joined a propor- .
tionate number of armed peasantry ; and with these he
took his way through the innumerable forests which,
in those days, covered the whole face of Britanny,
and arrived at the Abbey of Bégar, not far from the
besieged city.

Charles of Blois had been warned that he was ap-
proachingt: but does not appear to have received any
precise information in regard to his immediate proxim-
ity; and apparently calculated on being attacked upon
the side of the Place verte.3 Careful patrols, how-

* Rymer, vol. iil. parti. p. 2. Barnes says, that Sir Thomas d’Ag-
worth was detached from the siege of Calais to take the command in
Bretagne. But there does not appear any reason to suppose that he
ever was at Calais, if we except the fact that the King was besieging
that city when D’Agworth was appointed his lieutenant in Britanny.
The patent, however, was issued by the custos of the kingdom, not
by the monarch himself, and is dated from Reading, which makes it
almost certain that the gallant officer of whom I speak was not one of
Edward’s army at all, and had never quitted Britanny.

+ Robert of Avesbury, ubi supra.

1 Lobinau, vol. i. p. 340.
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ever, were stationed in different positions; and the
famous Lords of Derval and Beaumanoir commanded
the guard, in the quarters of Charles of Blois, on
the night of the 19th of June 1347.*

On the evening of that day, the English com-
mander had arrived at Bégar; and, notwithstanding
the strictness of the siege, had undoubtedly found
means both of communicating with the garrison of
La Roche Derien, and of learning the details of his
enemy’s position. His resolution to attack the
French army in its entrenchments was not at all
shaken by the precautions which had been taken
against him, nor by a more accurate knowledge of the
immense superiority in point of numbers which
Charles of Blois possessed ; and, setting out. about
midnight, he crossed the water of the Jaudi, and
directed his march straight towards the quarters of the

# Ireject the account of Froissart, in regard to this battle, altogether,
because in almost every part it 1s i direct opposition to the testimony
of eye-witnesses. In no point does 1t differ more fiom the account of
D’ Agworth himself, than in regard to the relative numbers; for, though
he states the army of Charles of Blois to have consisted of nearly the
same number as that assigned to it by the English General’s despatch,
he more than trebles the amount of the English men at aims, and mul-
tiplies the rest by twenty. The Metrical Chronicle of Guillaume de
St. André, secretary to the son of De Montford, a contemporary, gives
as nearly as possible the same account of the relative numbers as that
furnished by D’Agworth; or, six of the party of Blois to one of the
English and Bretons on the side of Montford. His words are : —

“ Ce fut la nuit & la chandelle
La bataille y fut moult belle;
Car contre un, 3 mon avis,
Des gens de Jean, y avoit six
Des gens Charles, armez tres bien,
Tous fin et qu’il n’en fallut rien.”
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French commander. The night was uncommonly
dark, and the English force had reached the hospital
before any of the adverse host were aware of its
approach. -The alarm was then given; the guards,
headed by Beaumanoir and Derval, threw themselves
across the path of the assailants, and the whole camp
was soon in arms. The battle now became general,
and the strife lasted for several hours by torchlight,
while D’ Agworth made four successive attempts to cut
his way through the enemy’s lines, in the course of
which he is reported to have been twice taken and twice
delivered. At length, as day began to dawn, the sol-
diers of the garrison, who had anxiously been listening
to the cries of the battle, threw open their gates, and,
issuing forth, armed with battle-axes, as soon as they
could distinguish friend from foe, fell upon the rear
of the besiegers ; while D’ Agworth, with his charac-
teristic perseverance, still assailed them unremittingly
in front. More than 500 of the French men at
arms had already fallen ; a still greater number were
wounded or prisoners; and at this moment Charles
of Blois himself was captured.* The news spread

* To whom Charles of Blois surrendered is a matter of great doubt.
Dom Morice (tom. 1. p. 276.) supposes that he has established clearly
the fact of Charles of Blois havirg yielded his sword to Robert du
Chatel, one of the garrison of La Roche Derien; but many objections
present themselves to this supposition. Charles of Blois became the
prisoner of the King of England, and not of the house of Montford. It
is Edward who treats concerning hus ransom, it is Edward who holds
him in prison, it is Edward who speaks of him as his prisoner, receives
hostages for his return, and at his will grants or refuses his manumission,
which, according to the laws of war in that day, could not have hap-
pened, had he yielded himself to any other than an Englsh subject. It

VOL. IIL E



50 THE HISTORY OF

like lightning through his forces ; and, instead of at-
tempting to rescue him by bold and united efforts,
his troops were seized with panic, and fled in every
direction from the field.* Between 600 and 700 ban-
nerets, knights, and men at arms, fell in the battle,
together with an immense number of foot soldiers.
Seven lords and 200 knights were taken ; while the
capture of Charles of Blois himself rendered this
battle one of the most important events of the whole
war.

That Prince, wounded in eighteen places, was car-
ried into the fortress he had so lately been besieging ;
and, after his wounds had been healed, was sent a
prisoner to England, where he was confined in the
Tower of London, with the King of Scotland. That
his imprisonment was strict, is very probable; and
that he bore it with fortitude and meekness, is equally
likely: but that he was treated with unusual rigour,
performed miracles, or became a saint, arc points
which, being asserted on the same authority, are
worthy of the same degree of credit.t

is to be remarked, also, that the principal evidence upon this point
consists in the examinations of witnesses for the canomsation of Charles
of Blois, a tissue of absurdities rarely equalled.

* Lobinau, vol. i. p. 340.

+ In regaid to this prince, 2 number of tales have been put forth, by
those who should have known better, on the authority of the witnesses
exammed upon an inguiry into how far he merited canonisation;
amongst which tales, those that have been most made use of are anec-
dotes in regard to cruelties shown himn prison by D’ Agworthand others.
Any one who takes the trouble to examine the evidence on that very
ridiculous proceeding, his attempted canonisation, will find quite sufficient
cause to reject with contempt the testimony of the witnesses, who swear
to a multitude of mighty miracles performed by that poor prince. Nor
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The relief of La Roche Derien was followed by a
vast number of successes. Carhaix, which had again
fallen into the hands of the French, was retaken, as
was also Vannes; and, during the stay of Sir Thomas
d’Agworth in Britanny, the predominance of the
English influence and of the house of Montford was
decided. The important services of that officer were
not suffered to remain unrewarded ; and, during the
year which saw the fall of La Roche Derien, he was
raised to the peerage, and received many other marks
of his sovereign’s gratitude.*

Joan of Penthievre, or of Blois, the wife of the
captured Prince, now remembered, in her time of
need, the example set her by the Countess de Mont-
ford when placed in the same situation, and she boldly
undertook to carry on the war in the absence of her
husband. Her first step was to apply to Philip, her
relative and sovereign, for aid under the imminent dan-
ger which threatened her; and the King of France,

are those things only to be rejected which refer to the muracles; but
also, as a part of the whole fabrication, the account of ill treatment
suffered by him in prison, can by no means be received; for those who
swore to a thousand falsehoods, to make him a samt, would certainly
not scruple to swear a thousand more to prove him a martyr. The
whole busmess is unworthy of bemg 1eceived for one moment m a
matter of history; and that the unfortunate prince was not treated with
any very great severty may be inferred from the fact, that Joan of Blois,
his wife, had free access to him in the midst of an adverse city, at a
time even when great apprehensions were enteitained of his being
carried off. »

* Barnes, p. 402. Barnes also attiibutes the de Lisle peerage to the
same year, 1347, and to the same services. There is, indeed, no doubt
that the famous John de Lisle, one of the founders of the oider of the
Garter, was present at the battle of La Roche Derien.

E 2
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whose efforts to save Calais proved ineffectual about
that period, despatched the Lord of Craon and An-
thony Doria, with a large force, to give her prompt as-
sistance. Lord d’Agworth was absent in England *
when this formidable reinforcement joined the ad-
verse army ; and the partisans of the house of Blois
rose throughout the whole province, and followed the
French leaders, to lay siege once more to the often
captured castle of La Roche Derien.

During the first three days, the English garrison
thought of nothing but resistance ; but, finding that
they could not long hold out against the overpowering
force now brought against them, they proposed to ca-
pitulate on the third day, on condition of their lives
and property being secured. This, however, was re-
fused ; and the Lord Craon at length hung a purse of
fifty gold crowns upon a lance, offering it as a reward
to the first man who should force his way into the
place.t The Genoese mercenaries redoubled their
efforts ; fifty feet of the wall was thrown down, and
the besieging army rushed in. The inhabitants of
the town were slaughtered with the usual indiscri-
minate fury displayed in a city taken by storm.
Men, women, and children perished alike; and the
only persons in the whole town that escaped were
the soldiers of the garrison, who made good their
retreat to the citadel. After having defended them-
selves there for some time, they at length snrrendered,
upon the French commander promising that they
should not only be spared by his own troops, but that

¥ Barnes, . 402. T Lebinay, vol. i p. 340.
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he would cause them to be conducted in safety for ten
leagues on their journey. Stripped of their armour
and their arms, they were put under the escort of two
Breton knights and a few soldiers, and sent on their
way. But at Quintin, the lord of which place had
been killed before La Roche Derien, the people of the
town assembled in great numbers, and slaughtered
the unhappy prisoners to a man¥*, notwithstanding
the efforts of the escort to prevent an event which
threw no small disgrace upon the character of those
who did not take sufficient means to insure the fulfil-
ment of so sacred an engagement.

Such was the state of affairs in Britanny when a
suspension of hostilities, including that province, was
agreed upon between the Kings of France and Eng-
land. Edward had, by this time, fulfilled all his
designs in regard to Calais ; and, after having allotted
the vacant dwellings to a number of his subjects, had
provided fully for its security in time to come. Sir
John Cheverstont was appointed governor of the
town ; and a numerous garrison was selected for the
task of guarding a conquest that was likely to be
often and severely disputed.i All probability of
immediate attack, however, was removed by the truce
just mentioned, which was brought about by the in-

* The commander is said to have escaped, one of the Breton knights
lending him his horse for-that purpose. Nevertheless I cannot help
feeling that the conduct of the Lord of Craon was inexcusable, in suf-
fering a body of men, to whom he had promised security, to be murdered
for want of a sufficient escort.

+ He was superseded in October of the same year by Sir John
Montgomery. See Rymer, tom. v. p. 592. Edition 1727.

I Rymer, tom. iil, part i. p. 20.
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tercessions of the Cardinals of Clermont and Naples¥,
who, labouring with noble zeal in the cause of peace,
induced the two monarchs to consent to a suspension of
hostilities for the space of ten months, which was ac-
cordingly proclaimed on the 28th of September, 1847.
This truce included all the allies of both monarchs,
and confirmed, in many points, the broken treaty of
Malestroitt; but, as some of the articles throw light
upon many curious particulars relating to the mode of
warfare in that day, it may not be unnecessary to
notice the principal heads. .

The treaty, after naming the chief allies of the
contending parties, and their various dependants in
the provinces which had been the scene of war, goes
on to stipulate that the cardinals shall cause the read-
ing of the papal anathema against the Flemings to
cease, and use all their endeavours with the pontiff to
raise the interdict. It then states that the principal

* QOtherwise the Cardinals of Tusculum, and of St. John and St,
Paul, We find a story recorded in regard to this treaty which, as it
has been very generally adopted, deserves notice. The truce is said to
have been brought about by Guy of Montford, Cardinal of Boulogne ,
but in none of the public documents do I find the name of such a
person once mentioned, while the two Cardinals whose titles are given
above are named, not only in the powers to treat, but in the body of
the convention also.

+ It did so generally ; but, with respect to the observation of the truce
in Britanny, I can find no clause which, according to the assertion of
Lobmau, Froissart, &c., permitted the prosecution of the war in any
province whatever, which was the case wm the treaty of Malestrout.
So far from it is the whole spirit of the treaty, that the contracting
parties agree to use means for the purpose of inducing the lords of
Bretagne to swear they will strictly observe the terms of fruce.—
See Rymer, tom, iil. part i, p. 20.
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leaders in Britanny shall be sworn to observethe
truce, and provides that neither of the kings shall
enter the territories of the other, nor the Count of
Flanders set foot within his own country; that neither
of the kings, openly or secretly, shall endeavour to
bribe or seduce any of the allies or dependants of his
adversary ; and that no such ally or dependant can
change sides during the suspension of hostilities. It
is also strictly covenanted, that no attempt is to be
made by any of the parties to induce other persons
to wage war, or directly or indirectly to injure his
adversary ; and free egress and regress is granted, in
both countries, to all traders and merchants, and other
peaceful persons, always excepting exiles by law.
* That all castles, towns, and territories, in the pos-
session of either party, shall remain in their respective
hands, is next agreed upon; and the immediate ces-
sation of all sieges and hostilities is covenanted, while
_a promise is made to restore every thing taken after
the date of the treaty.

It is next stipulated that all persons whose pri-
soners have broken parole, or evaded the payment of
their ransom, shall have safe conduct to come and go,
in order to seek, send for, or summon such prisoners ;
and that justice shall be done them by officers ap-
pointed for the purpose on both sides. That all
towns or territories which have agreed to pay certain
sums of money for what is called pati, or exemption
from war, and who have not fulfilled their engage-
ments, shall be obliged to do so, is the subject of
another clause. The other articles contain a list of

E 4
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the judges appointed to see right done on these
points; and the nomination of a court of resort, in
case those judges should refuse or neglect to exercise
their functions. .

This truce left Edward III. free to return to
England without risking any of the advantages he
had gained ; but shortly after the capture of Calais,
the Queen was delivered of a daughter within the
walls ; and it was not till Philippa was capable
of accompanying him that Edward set out with his
court and army for his native country. As usual,
his passage was rendered dangerous by a tremen-
dous storm, in which several of the smaller vessels
were lost ; and a somewhat curious prayer, or rather
expostulation, addressed to the Virgin, is attributed
to the King, on the subject of the foul weather which
always attended his return from France.*

The monarch, with the Black Prince, his son,
arrived in England on the 12th of October, exactly
fifteen months after their landing in Normandyt;
and certainly never was there a more brilliant or
more successful expedition recorded on the page of
history. Edward had ravaged his adversary’s ter-

* Walsingham, Hist. p. 158, If the expostulation, which is given
upon the somewhat doubtful authority of Walsingham, be at all worth
preserving, it is worth preserving in the words of Joshua Barnes, whose
translation renders it more amusing than it is even in the original : —
¢ St. Mary, my blessed lady, what should be the meaning of this; that
always in my passage for France the winds and seas befriend me, but
in my return for England I meet nothing but adverse stoims and
destructive tempests ?

+ Rymer, tom iii. part i. p. 23.
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ritories, had advanced to the very gates of his capital,
had defeated him, in a general battle, with im-
mensely inferior numbers, and had captured one of
the strongest and most important towns in his do-
minions. Nor had the arms of the English generals in
other parts of the world been less successful than
those of the King himself. The greater part of
Guyenne, Sainctonge, Perigord, and Poitou, had
been conquered by a very small force. The house
of Montford had been upheld in Britanny; and the
extraordinary exploits of the English soldiers had
left all their former deeds in shadow. A rapid, devas-
tating, and unexpected incursion into England itself
had been met and repelled in the absence of the
monarch ; the invaders had been terribly defeated,
and their sovereign had been taken.

But far more substantial benefits had been ob-
tained than wars generally produce. Though* the

* The amount of pay alone, during the expedition of Edward IIL.,
from the 4th June 1346 till the 12th October 1347, namely, 496 days,
is stated in the papers of Walter Wentworth, or Wentweight, at the
sum of 127,2014 2s. 93d., which, when the real value of a pound ster-
ling at that time is considered, will appear an enormous sum.

The account of the daily expense of the army before Calais has been
so frequently given, that 1t seems unnecessary to repeat it here as a
whole. Some of the items, however, may not be uninteresting : —

£ s d
The Prince - - - -
The Bishop of Durham - -
138 Earls, each - - - -
44, Barons and Bannerets, each
1046 Knights - - - -
4022 Squires, Constables, &c. -
5104 Horse Archers, &c. - -
15,480 Archers - - - -

per diem.

OO MBSO

0
8
8
0
0
0
6
3
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expenses incurred by the various armaments had
been considerable, and the nation had been called
upon to contribute largely to give those armaments
effect, the liberality shown by the parliament had pro-
duced what liberality wisely exerted almost always will
produce, a tenfold return. Immense wealth flowed
into England from the great successes of Edward’s
arms; and where we found in the beginning of his
reign the most striking signs of want and exhaustion,
in regard to the circulating medium, at least, if not
in absolute produce, we find, at the close of 1347, the
most unequivocal proofs of restored abundance and
increasing plenty.*

The engineers and mechanics received various sums, according to the
wature of their aits, and their mndividual grade, from twelve to three
solidi per diem each. The Welsh foot received each two-pence, and it
ippears that the Victners or Commanders of twenty men in general
Jlaimed double the pay of an individual of the corps they commanded.
This statement would show a very different total from the account of
Nalter Wentworth; but we must remember that the army before
Jalais was greatly mcreased in number. There 1s evidently, how-
wer, a discrepancy, making every allowance.

* Walsingham, p. 121.
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CHAP. IV.

AMUSEMENTS OF THE ENGLISH COURT DURING PEACE, — THE IM-
PERIAL CROWN OFFERED TO EDWARD BY SOME OF THE
ELECTORS.— THE PRINCESS JOAN SETS SAIL IN ORDER TO BE
MARRIED TO PETER PRINCE OF CASTILE,~— HER DEATH AT BOR-
DEAUX.—SOME ACCOUNT OF THE PLAGUE OF THE FOURTEENTH
CENTURY.

For many years England had scarcely ever laid
aside the habiliments of war; but now she was
destined, for a short time, to wear the robes of
peace ; and it may not be uninteresting to pause for a
moment, and trace the same form and features under
a different garb.

Festivities and rejoicings of all sorts followed the
arrival of the King of England in his dominions; and
Edward Prince of Wales, rising rapidly to manhood,
now took the lead in all the military pageants and
energetic diversions of the day. Tournament fol-
lowed tournament, joust succeeded joust, and in al-
most all of these sports the Black Prince was one of
the combatants, generally appearing at the head of
the challengers. Sometimes he ran his course in the
armour of another knight, sometimes he showed
himself in his own ; but he had by this time.taken
his spring forward from boyhood towards maturity,
and with all the eager zeal of unsated youth was
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constantly trying the new powers which he had now
acquired.

The spirit of chivalry, about this period, arrived
at its height in England ; for if it had been revived
by the King, it was at once polished and brightened
by the Black Prince. Edward III., with all the
courage, the enthusiasm, the enterprise, and the mag-
nificence, which the task required, had raised the order
of knighthood from the depressed state into which
it had sunk under his father; but the very shrewd
and politic character of his mind, which had joined
with his more splendid qualities to make him labour to
revive the chivalrous ardour of his people, had altered
in a degree the spirit of the institution. He was at
once a great and wise Prince, a gallant and accom-
plished gentleman, and a prudent and successful
general ; but it was reserved for his son to restore
to chivalry all its enthusiastic brightness. In the
father, prudence had always predominated over en-
thusiasm, had guided extraordinary talents, and used,
rather than submitted to, the spirit of the age. But
with the Black Prince it was the enthusiasm which,
guided and supported by immense military genius,
led to immortal renown. The King too, though
brave as a lion, had much of the lion’s fierceness,
while his son combined with the same dazzling
courage that beautiful courtesy of heart, which was
an essential point in the character of true chivalry.

With such a spirit, supported by a corporeal frame
of uncommon power and beauty, bounding forth
into the arena of life, with a heart all sympathies,
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and a mind all enterprise, —with such a spirit, I say,
continually leading the young nobility of the day,
we cannot be surprised to find the court of Edward
becoming each hour more and more the centre of all
that was splendid in Europe. The eyes of the whole
world were fixed upon the English shores; and even
during peace, the proceedings of Edward and his
nobles were little less matter for rumour and ad-
miration than his brilliant successes in the field.

The King himself fully appreciated the character
of his son, and nothing was wanting on the part of
the monarch to encourage and excite the Prince in
the course, which his genius and his inclinations led
him to pursue. Indeed there can be little doubt
that the many tournaments and passes of arms which
were held about this time in England, originated as
much in the King’s desire of giving his son every
enjoyment and opportunity, as in the view of main-
taining the warlike spirit of the nation.

Besides these military games, however, other di-
versions enlivened the time of truce, and kept up
those active habits, so useful in the days of war.
The chase, always the passion of a chivalrous people,
was not neglected by the English court; and we
find in the contemporary poem of Gaces de la Bigne
the highest honours attributed td Edward for his
skill in an amusement which was then regarded as a
science.* All that could tend to excite and gratify the

¥ Great art was displayed in those times in sounding the horn, and
muach care and skill were required to match the voices of the dogs, so as
to render the cry of the whole pack melodious.
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mind in such exercises was encouraged by every art ;
and it is probable that the degree of ardour and de-
light occasioned in those days by the rapid motion and
the great exertion, the forest séenery, the cry of the
hounds, and the melody of the horns, was far su-
perior to that afforded even by the animated scene of
a hunting field in the present times.

Falconry also was a passion with the court of
Edward III., and when the Prince or the King
went out to fly their hawks, long preparations and
public announcements showed the importance at-
tached to the royal sport in the opinion of its fol-
lowers.*  The bridges were repaired beforehand,
paths were opened by the rivers for the horsemen,
and all persons were forbidden, under severe penal-
ties, to disturb the game in the neighbourhood of the
selected spot for many days before.

Such were the amusements of the English court
during the latter months of the year 1847, and at
the beginning of the following year; and two
events contributed to give greater splendour and
importance to all the festivities of the time. The
first of these was the arrival of ambassadors from a
great body of the electors of the German Empiret,
charged to offer the Impefial crown to the English
monarch. Louis of Bavariaf, after a long and tur-

* Rymer, tom. iii. parti. p.24.

1 The electors who thus voted for Edward were the Archbishop of
Metz, Radolphus and Rupert, Counts Palatine of the Rhine and Dukes

of Bavaria, Louis, Marquis of Brandenburgh, and the Dukes of Upper

and Lower Saxony.
T Moreri and others declare, that Louis of Bavaiia died by, a stroke
of apoplexy while hunting. Villani, however, says, that his death was
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bulent reign, had died on the 11th of October 1347,
and the electors of his party, who had dissented
from the nomination of Charles of Luxemburgh, the
French and Papal candidate, now determined, if
possible, to seat another prince on the throne.*
Their first choice fell upon the English monarch,
whose power was sufficiently great to give protec-
tion to his supporters, and to afford a fair prospect
of once more consolidating the empire. But
many objections existed in the breast of Edward to
counteract all temptations. ~Charles of Luxemburgh
had been crowned by the Archbishop of Cologne at
Bonn, under the authority of a papal bull. A number
of the electors, therefore, being decidedly adverse, and
the Pope committed to support by every means the
rival candidate, the acceptance of the Imperial crown
on the part of the King of England must have been
followed by a new war in Germany, wherein the for-
midable artillery of excommunication, anathema, and
interdict were sure to be employed against him.
Had society been at this period prepared for a great
religious change, it is probable that Edward would

occasioned by a fall from his horse. It unfortunately happens that
German historians cannot greatly be depended on in regard to German
history, being not always very correct, notwithstanding the laborious dul-
ness and barbarous sty lc 1n which so many of them mvest their thotights,
and which give an air of authority and erudition that the works them-
selves do not always justify. It 1s extraordinary, that while every other
branch of literaturehas been making such immense progress in Geermany,
that country has not produced one great historian of Germany itself.

# Villani, p. 910,—(N. B. I have made my references to two editions
of Villani ; the ordinary lage one, which I consulted while n England,
and the small 8vo, which I found in Italy. These figuies refer to the
larger )
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have set the pontifical thunders at defiance ; but
society was not prepared, and that conviction was
fully impressed upon the mind of the English mo-
narch. Having also to defend Britanny, Gascony,
and Calais, Flanders and the Scottish border, to
have accepted a nmew crown would only have served
to give his enemies fresh means of assailing him ;
and, after some consideration, he wisely refused the
tempting but dangerous offer. The electors, adverse
to the papal candidate, then proceeded to choose
another person to whom their proposal might prove
more acceptable; but in the second selection that
they made, they did not show the same unanimity
which had distinguished their choice of Edward ; and
the empire, though not without some furtherintrigues,
remained in the hands of Charles of Luxemburgh.

In the mean time, negotiations, which had been
long pending, in regard to the marriage of the Prin-
cess Joan, the second daughter of the English mo-
narch, with- Peter, the heir of the Castilian throne,
were brought to a conclusion, and the bride, who
had not yet accomplished her fourteenth year, was
sent over to Bordeaux, with a considerable train of
attendants, in order to be united to her promised
husband. Festivities of various kinds preceded her
departure ; but the crown which had been held out
to her, and which in all probability would have been
a thorny one indeed, was never destined to be placed
upon her brow. Scarcely had she reached the shores
of Aquitaine, when she was suddenly taken ill, and
died after the suffering of a few hours.



EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE. 65

The disease which terminated her existence would
at any period deserve a place in history, as one of the
most terrible scourges which the world ever felt, but
at no time more than at present, when a similar pesti-
lence has recently visited the north, though in a very
mitigated form. In the writings of the time a multi-
tude of signs and portents are recorded as warnings of
its approach, from which it is only necessary in this
place to select those which the state of science in
the present day permits us rationally to connect
with the pestilence which followed. These were
almost all either of a tellural or atmospherical
nature ; but it appears undoubted that a number of
extraordinary phenomena preceded and accompanied
the appearance of the disease.

Heavy rains and unusual floods, storms of light-
ning of unheard-of violence, and hail showers of un-
paralleled duration and severity, announced during
the two or three previous years some derangement
of the electrical equipoise; while earthquakes of
excessive violence rent Italy and Germany, and
were felt in places where for immemorial years no
such events had taken place.*

# Although it is difficult for a sane and unprejudiced person to
examine accurately the progress and history of any of the pestilences
which have at different times afflicted the world, without coming to
the conclusion that they were propagated by infection, yet it is not
at all improbable that a peculiar state of the atmosphere may be neces-
sary to the original production of highly infectious diseases, and to their
transmission after they have been produced; for, of whatever particles
the poison may consist, those particles must be modified by the
medium through which they are conveyed. In all probability, many
more of the phenomena of our corporeal existence are brought abeut

VOL. II, F
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The pestilence which followed originated in the
East*, and by vulgar report, was said to have first
appeared in China. It thence soon made its way to
Hindostan ; and the rumours of the tremendous
ravages which it was committing in Asia reached
Europe long before itself, together with a thousand
of the marvels with which man’s credulity strives so
often to justify his terror by magnifying the cause.t
Showers of serpents were said to have fallen in the
East, strange and unknown insects were reported
to be borne about in the atmosphere, and clouds
of sulphurous vapour to have issued from the earth

by the various modifications of electricity than we have yet discovered.
However that may be, we find from the best historical records that
violent convulsions, both of the earth and the air, each probably de-
pending on electrical causes, have always preceded or accompanied any
very severe pestilence. I shall only cite two examples. In the sixth
century, horiible in history, for the fifty years’ plague which visited
Europe about the reign of Justinian, more tiemendous storms and de-
structive earthquakes are recorded than m any other peiiod m history.
Libanus was rent by the shocks, and the gigantic Lithoprosopon was
cast into the sea. The learned and splendid Berytus, with 1ts schools
and colleges, was left a ruin on the Pheenician coast; and Antioch,
with her innumerable fanes, saw more than two hundred thousand of
her citizens and strangers buried amongst the falling marbles of temples
and palaces. Year following year the whole Roman empire was shaken
with earthquakes ; and while the ground was rocking round them, ten
thousand people have been known to die in one day within the gates of
Constantmople.

At a later period, in the years from 795 to 801, extraordinary
earthquakes were felt both in Italy and in Germany. The old
church of St. Peter at Rome was nearly cast down, several cities
were completely ruined, and mountains were overthrown, while m the
first year of the ninth century a pest broke out which threatened to de-
populate the whole of Italy and France.

* Knighton, col. 2598, + Villani, Iib, xi1. cap. 84.
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and enveloped whole provinces and countries ; but
the most important and the most truly terrific fact
was, the rapid and desolating approach of the
plague itself. From India it spread to Arabia,
Syria, and Armenia, depopulating whole tracts,
and leaving deserts in the room of peopled cities.
Those who remained died, and those who fled
carried it to their place of refuge. No measures
of prevention were taken, no means of cure were
known ; and in no country where it appeared did
it take less than two thirds, while in some places
it carried off nine tenths of the population. So
diffusible and so potent was the infectious virus,
that those who remained to attend the sick died
with those to whom they ministered ; and so dread-
ful were the outward appearances of the disease, so
certainly fatal its effects, that in most instances
parents, and friends, and attendants, fled from the
infected. The social duties, the sweet charities,
the love, the piety, the vigour, were swallowed up in
the selfishness of terror; the sick were abandoned,
and the dying died alone.

From Asia it spread to Africa and to Europe,
affecting the sea-shores at first, and thence extend-
ing, according to the facilities of human intercourse,
to towns in the interior. The course of rivers and
streams, as affording the most rapid means of trans-
port, were marked by the pestilence creeping quickly
up from the mouth as far as each was navigable.
Italy followed Greece in the line of the plague, and
the maritime cities suffered the most fearfully. In

r 2
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Venice more than 100,000 persons perished in a
few months, and thence spreading over the whole
peninsula, not a town and scarcely a hamlet es-
caped without the visitation of that fearful scourge.
At Florence 60,000 people were carried off, one of
whom was the historian John Villani. At Lucca,
at Genoa, in Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica, it raged
with equal violence; and entering France by Pro-
vence, visited Avignon with unabated fury. Of the
English college at that place, not an individual was
left, and throughout the extent of that small city
1200 persons died in one day. Paris lost upwards
of 50,000 of her inhabitants: Lubeck counted
90,000 dead ; and through Germany more than
1,200,000 persons were swept away within a year
after its first appearance.

The symptoms and effects of the disease, from the
ignorance of people and the panic that spread where-
ever it appeared, cannot be traced exactly; and
every peculiarity which has characterised any pes-
tilence from the beginning of the world has been
attributed to the one of which I write. Its progress
and its habits, however, being learned without the
near contact which rendered examination of the
symptoms dangerous, are more fully detailed, and
to give an account of these is to describe the march of
the Asiatic cholera. Those who were attacked gene-
rally died in a few hours; but if they struggled
through two or three days, hopes might be enter-
tained of their recovery, though even then they some-
times fell into an apoplectic sleep from which they
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never awoke. Proceeding from town to town, and
from village to village,-the pestilence seldom remained
more than a few months in each, swept away the ap-
pointed number, and then went on to ravage some
other spot. At the same time other diseases, which
had been prevalent previous to its appearance, ceased
for the period of its stay. Thus sweeping away whole
races, it advanced from Asia through Africa and
Europe, and at length reached the shores of Great
Britain, which was one of the last places that it
visited.

In the beginning of August, 1348, it appeared
upon the sea-coast of those counties more directly
in communication with the south-western shores
of France, on which it was raging with great viru-
lence; and then proceeding through Gloucester-
shire and Oxfordshire, broke out in London, about
four months after its first approach. The mortality
now exceeded all that had ever been previously known
in this country. Death was in every street and in
every house, the city was tenanted by the dead and
the dying, the ceremonies accompanying interment
were abandoned, the church-yards became too narrow
for the corpses, and the living were hardly sufficient to
bury the dead. Fear fell upon all men; and the heavy
scourge had at least the effect of producing some
reformation in the morals of the times. The pious
and charitable bought pieces of ground, and caused
them to be consecrated for the burial of the dead;
and therein deep pits were dug, in which the corpses
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were piled row above row, with a thin stratum of
earth between them.

The principal spot of ground thus applied was
a field called Spital’s Croft, containing about thir-
teen acres, which was bought by the gallant Sir
Walter de Mauny*, and consecrated for the inter-
ment of those who died of the pestilence. Though
we cannot by any means ascertain the exact number
of persons who were swept away in the English capital,
the amount of those buried in the above cemetery
alone affords a dreadful picture of the prevalence and
force of the disease. In the year of its consecration
50,000 people were interred in that field ; and at
the Charter House, which was afterwards built upon
the spot, a stone cross might be seen for many years,
commemorating the number of dead who rested
below. The pestilence now spread over the whole
face of the country: Scotland, Ireland, and Wales
were all infected. The parliament which had been
summoned for 1349 1 was prorogued, and could never
be held; and such was the terror that took posses-
sion of all hearts, that Edward was obliged to lay
an embargo on the ports?, lest the island should,
between death and flight, be left utterly destitute
of inhabitants.§

* Stow’s Survey, pp. 477, 478.

4+ Rymer, tom. iii. parti. pp. 148, 149.

1 Idem, 151.

§ The words in which this prohibition is couched give sufficient evi-
dence of the awful state to which the country was then reduced :—* Quia
non modica pars populi regni nostri Anghe, i preesenti pestilentis est
defuncta, et thesaurus ejusdem regni plunmim exhaustus, et (ut intel
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In Yarmouth more than 7000 persons died, and
in Norwich upwards of 50,000 were swept away :
in short, the accounts which have been transmitted
to the present day, of the ravages committed by
that fearful pestilence, are so extraordinary, when
compared with what we have reason to believe were
the numbers of the population, that, were there not a
body of evidence upon the subject which removes all
suspicion, even of exaggeration, we should feel in-
clined to doubt the facts.

Every thing, however, evinces that those facts
were truly stated, and nothing more clearly proves
that they were so, than the extraordinary rise which
took place in the price of daily labour*, which was

leximus) quamplures ejusdem regni nostri, cum pecunia, quam in eodem
Regno regno habere poterunt, ad partes exteras indies se transferunt et
transferre proponunt.

“ Nos, advertentes quod si hujusmodi transitus toleretur,idem regnum
tam de hominibus quam de thesauro infra breve destitueretur,” &c.

* Rymer, tom. iii. parti. p. 61. In the time of harvest, after the plague
had abated, a reaper was commonly known to demand eight-pence, and
a mower twelve-pence per diem, besides his food ; which, when we con-
sider the ponderal and relative value of the penny in that day, becomes
perfectly enormous. To such a height, indeed, was this abuse carried,
that Edward, to guard agamst the immeasurable evils likely to ensue, was
obliged to publish a very necessary, though arbitrary proclamation; in
the preamble of which he states, that the greater part of the populace
having been carried off by the pestilence, it is reported that many per-
sons, seeing the necessity of the masters and the scarcity of labourers,
refuse to work except at excessive prices, and choose rather to beg in
idleness than receive moderate wages. He then proceeds to fix the
rates of payment at those of the twentieth year of his reign in the same
places, or at the average of five or six years before; forbidding, under
pain of imprisonment, more to be demanded, and, under considerable
penalties, more to be given : while punishments are assigned to all who
refuse to labour on demand.
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suddenly increased to five and six times the amount
at which it stood before the appearance of the pes-
tilence. The lower classes, indeed, suffered so
greatly, that labourers were with difficulty pro-
cured. The fields were deserted, the cattle wan-
dered about at random and died for want of care,
and at length the plague beginning to affect the
beasts as well as the human race, Immense numbers
were swept away throughout the whole land. So
general was the destruction, so infinite the pro-
babilities of death to every individual, that men be-
came utterly careless of all that at other times is
of importance : lands and goods were sold for any
thing they would bring, and avarice seemed for once
to have learned the lesson that wealth goes not
beyond the grave.* Though the lower classes were
afflicted far more severely than the higher, still no
rank was exempt; and we find that three prelates
were one after another appointed to the archi-
episcopal chair of Canterbury, and were swept off
by the same scourge.

The better instructed people of all countries either
endured the pestilence as an evil, the best repellant

#* Knighton, col. 2599.

The state of the markets at this period is well depicted in the
quaint language of Joshua Barnes: —*In the plague time, partly through
great abundance, and partly also because, through the present appre-
hensions of death, men were less intent upon gain, a good horse, worth
forty shillings before, might be bought for a mark, a laige fat ox for four
shillings, a cow for one shilling, a heifer for sixpence, a fat mutton for
four-pence, a sheep for two-p<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>