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Task routing: Cleanup
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I want an administrator to consider banning a vandal
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OMG NEW CONTENT (enwiki)

● 160k edits to review / day[1]

● 1-2k new Article creations / day
○ ~40k drafts need review & 200 new / day[2]

● 330k articles need cleanup[3]

● 1600 new editors / day[4]

1. http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4387 

2. http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4386

3. http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4388 

4. http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4389 

http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4387
http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4386
http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4388
http://quarry.wmflabs.org/query/4389
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vandal fighters
watch-list-ers

bots

Geiger, R. S., & Halfaker, A. (2013, August). 
When the levee breaks: without bots, what 
happens to Wikipedia's quality control 
processes?. In Proceedings of the 9th 
International Symposium on Open Collaboration 
(p. 6). ACM.

Edit review filter



Bad stuff
Really bad stuff

Not 
obviously 
bad

Firehose
of 160,000

Edits 
per day

The 
Internet

vandal fighters
watch-list-ers

Good
stuffProbably 

good

Subtle problems

bots

Edit review filter



Bad stuff
Really bad stuff

Not 
obviously 
bad

Firehose
of 160,000

Edits 
per day

The 
Internet

vandal fighters
watch-list-ers

Good
stuffProbably 

good

Subtle problems

bots

Edit review filter



Hoax or Not
Is this edit good or bad?  

Can you tell?
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Probably good edits

Insight:
Routing based on 
interest and expertise 
makes subtle 
judgement calls 
easier.
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Topic modeling in ORES
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Hand-wavey Feature Engineering for my ML Friends
● Features: 300 cell vector based on word2vec (Google News corpus)

…

● Future work: Build our own word2vec on Wikipedia content



Hand-wavey statistics for my ML Friends

TL;DR: It really works well -- even on the drafty 
first revisions of articles!
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The ORES vision for article draft review

Released:
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To be released:
Feb, 2018
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and
Less hard work for page patrollers



Disclaimer: Rosiestep has not reviewed or endorsed this presentation or the 
modeling project I have described.  

I had one conversation with Rosiestep at Wikimania’17 and I happen find her 
and her work inspiring -- so I thought she made for a great example.

She deserves some of the credit, but none of the blame for what I’m talking 
to you about.  
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Thanks!
Props to Sumit Asthana 
for doing all of the hard 
work.

Aaron Halfaker

ahalfaker@wikimedia.org
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