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The Commanding Officer
welcomes You to the
Squadron Deactivation Ceremony
where the Roadhogs

of

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron
769

will be disestablished,
following
50 years in Service
lo

Our great Nation

Sequence of Events
Invocation
Sound Attention
Sound Adjutant’s Call
Box the Staff
Honors to the Commanding General
Troop the Line
March on the Colors
National Anthem
Guest of Honor’s Remarks
Commanding Officer’s Remarks
Retire the Guidons
Retire the Colors
Anchors Aweigh
Marines' Hymn
Auld Lang Syne

Dismiss the Squadron




COMMAND STAFF

Commander of Troops  Liewrenarnd Colomel Ernest H. Henderson If
Adjutant Chief Warrant Cfficer 2 Robert J. Kendall

Commander's StalT Major Theodore E. Martin
Major Don M. White
Chief Warrani Cfficer 4 Noel A. Tabares
Chief Warrant Officer } Robert J Kendall
Srafl ."L'..'lxq'urrl' Crabwiel Craz
Staff Sevpeant Shamnon B Deese
Srafl Sergears James H. Haughey
Sraff Serpeamt Michael E Hernander

Flatoon Commanders Major Francis G. Gala
Captain John P Arnold

Platoon Guides Corporal TWer W Joknson
Lance Corporal Antfony L. Hamilion

Guidon Bearers Wasrer Sergeant Johwn M. Ellis
Crunmery Sergeant Sean M. Folan

Color Guard Serpeant Nicholoy E Henderson
Sergeant Jehel E Envigues
Sergeant Daniel 5. Huddleston
Sergeant Matthew J. Rasamia

Sarrator Lieutenant Codonel Jeffrey  MoCrinmis

Chaplain Licutemant Colonel Donald J. Hoffman, USAF

Guest of Honor

Brigadier General Mark W. Bircher

wal commissioned 2 Second Liowtormant in 1874 After Might training bo jodned
Marine Flghter Affack Sguadron 451, MCAS Beawfort, SC, Mying the E-4 Phaniom
He tveid jurmor offrces baflets in bhe mainienance and operabons deparinoents during
ey wiril dhoployments o feeakoni, Japan, During T82- 1584, Coplain Bircher was an
oxchange pilar with the U 5 Alr Force Mying the & 15 Eagle with the 38th Tactical

F o Sgusdron, Eghin AFR, FL Frow 1984 uatll leswing sclive duty i 1988 ke
served with the Mavy Flipht Demonsiration Squadron - the Bluee Angeis - af NAS
Pensacola, FL, Mying the A-4 Skyhawk and the F/A-18 Hormet

Transferring fo ihe Marine Corps Reserve, Major Bircher flew the OV. 10 Bronco
froum 09T until TB04, He was the Mainfenance Officer and then Commanding Officor
of Marine Dhservation Sguadron 4 af NAS Atfanta, GA Following Fa-T0 refreshor
training. Lisulenant Colonsel Bircher torved as Commanding Officer of Manine Fighler
Afsck Sguadvon 142, NAS Cecidl Field, FL, From 100 aatd 1897, In 15998, Lisuten-
ant Cofonel Bircher joimed the Exrecutive Support Center, Office of the Secretary of
Defense, Policy, Pentegor, servieg s 8 Walch Officer.  Doring 19989-2001. Colonel
Bircher served as Deputy Commander, Marine Aircraft Group 42, NAS Aflanta, GA. In
2002 Codored Bireher joined the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing at NSA New Orfoand, LA
af Assistant Chief of Staff, G-8. Upon recall fo active duty in 2003, e svgmented 0
Jrd Marine Aircralt Wing for deployment o Soulvwexl ALia IA 5, 1 ol O\porStinm
lranpi Froedom, When refeased from aciive duty, Colorel Birchor rejoined dth Masine
Aircraft Wing in 2004, Brigadier General Bircher senved a3 the Deputy Commanding
Genoeral, [ Marine Expeditionary Force (M Camp Pendiefon, CA, prior o axsmm-
ing ommand of the 485 Marine Aircrefi Wing

Arigadier General Birchor is 8 graduwate of the Neval Academy, dirboree, Topgu,
Weaptns and Taclics Insiruc Amphibioius Warfare, Command amd Sealt, Lending
Force Staff Planning, Reserve Components National Security, Naval War College
Strategy and Podicy, and the Basic and Advanced NATO Elecironic Warfare Schools




COMMANDING OFFICER
Colonel Brian C. Phillips

was commissioned a Second Lioutenan!
iry the Marine Covrps Resorve under the
Piatoon Leaders program after grac SLGA
from Eastern Kemfacky Linmweriily in May
1881, with 8 Bachelor of Science in Police
Adrinistration and 8 minor i Business
Adminisiration. He complefed The Bagic
School in Quantico, VA i Febvuary
andl roported o Fight School af NAS Pon-
, FL in March 1984, Affer fraining in
I wnd HT-18, e vwas desigrahed & Naval
v in May 1886 He compiefed CH-5IE
trainiveg of HMT-301 at MCAS Tustie, CA
apd reported (o the Condors of HMN-484 af
MCAS New River, NC in Octobor of 19386

Promahed o Caplain § wbar 708N, he -.!-ur hop Ml b Brne i wrlh WA,
182 sorwing with the 22nd MEU aboard the US wadaicanal, A year later, he was
transferred to Marine Forces Panam 'k!p.lu;m'! 1o thal couniry a8 the Air Opera-

5 Officer and taking part in both s Just Cause and Promode Liberty. in
PR Capladrn PhUNDS wilk S58Jg0ed {MM-I8 T and participated in Opara
Desert Shield, and latad, Desert Storm. He ook part in Ooera bion Exsférm Exil = he
non-combatant evecwation of the WS, embazssy v Mopadishy, Somalia = in Jinuary
TROT. Later thatf fall, he aftended the Weapons and Tac relruciors Ccolrse and
wikd dessgnated & Weapons and Tactes Insirucior coumphe-

trow of WTI, Capiain Phillips joinod WMM- 263, dirploy D ation

Charge for & three arcreft v

Canier - Twentynine Palms, CA in supposrt of two back fo back

ercises. He was rrarll:frrrrd o HMM-162 in Fobruary 199), once .*}mn &% part ;'H' fl‘alr
raf, wivers ha Sovved o Assisiant Aircrafl
pdairy Phillips was rélessed froum Aclrve

Dy and transforrod fo the individial Rosdy Resenve

Whide serving in ihe IRR Captain Phillips was promoted fo Majos én Aegual TERS
then in Avgust 1958, he entered the Selocted Marine Corps Reserves and joined
HMH-TTL o 1959, Major Phillips once again deployed o Norwey in Sup

erafion Tosmrwork. He was sctivalod in Janusry 2007 a8 pant of HMH-TTL. serving
in sinpport of Opdrations Nobile Esgle and Enduring Freedom, Two manths ke be
was promoted (o the rank of Liswtenant Colonal and was assigned as the Detach-
ment Officer-in-Charge CH-31E helicoptor detachment atfached fo HMM-261,
Mth MEL, deploying o Kosd a5 part of the NATD paaceksaping force, and saning
in suppart of erercise ynamic Reaponss 2002 Upon completion of thit ériverse,
Liewtenant Colonol Phillips rojoired the J4ith MEU in Dibouti, Africa as part of the
Joint Special Operations Task Force = Crisia Response Elemont whore thoy con-
ducted eounler lefrorism aperalions [n he Horn of Afncs, sad hrthier paricipalsd in
Operaticn ragi Freedom. Once again Lisutenant Cofone! Phillips was released from
Active Duty in January 2004, and rotivned (0 @ reserve drifling status with HM8-TTL
in March 2008, Lieutenant Codomal Phillips ssivmed command of HMMH-TES mhere he
presently sevves. He was prowmobed 8 corront rank in July 2

Coloned Philtips s personal decorations include the Distinguished Fiying Cross
Al Modsl with Combat =V single sction sward, Maedal with numeral =2%, Navy
Commrendation Medal, Navy Achrdvemen! Bods! and Selecied Manng Corpd Resorve
Medal

LINEAGE OF THE COMMANDING
OFFICERS

HELICOPTER TRANSPORT SQUADRON 769
Col Jaseph Candelas

Maf John (). thesley

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 769

LiCol Paul Lucey I Apr 62 fo ® May 65
LoCol Michae! If. Withers 16 May 65 to § Apr 67
Maj Richard O Clark 4 Apr 67 o T Mar 71
LiCal Robert N. Roland & Mar 71 to § Mar 72

MARINE HEAVY HELICOPTER SQUADRON 769

LiCal Peter W, Defiy 6 Mar 72 fe 3 Nov 72

LiCol Donald L. Wright A Nov 72 1o 31 Oct 7§
LiCal Wilkier C. MeMinn I Nov 7510 31 Dec 77
LiCol Lawrence L. Downey 1 Jan 78 to 31 Dec 79

MARINE HEAVY HELICOPTER SQUADRON 772,
DETACHMENT ALPHA

LiCol (heinten R. Meland ! Jan 80 to § Nov 83
LiCal Jerry E. Ward 6 Nov &3 o 9 Nov 6
LiCal Gary J. Hill I8 Nov 86 te 6 Nov 88
LiCol Robert B Wray 7 Nov 88 to | May 89
EiCol Thoweas J, Miller 2 May &9 ta 15 Dec 91
LiCol Jerry K. Johnson 16 Dee 91 to 3 Dec 94
MARINE HEAVY HELICOPTER SQUADRON 769
Col Thomas (. O'Hara 4 Dec 94 te 5 Oct 96
LiCol Timathy M. Delaney & i 6 o 4 et 98
LiCol William L. McMullen 5 Oct 9810 9 Mar 01}
LiCerl Sames D, MeGinley 1@ Mar @ to & Mar 03
LiCol Richard D, Muilen 7 Mar 03 ta & Mar 05
Cal Brian C. Phillips 7 Mar 05 to 2 Aug 08




Lineage of the Squadron

15 April 1958
Activated as Helicopter Tramiport Squadron 769
Novad Air Station Owklawd, Collfornia

I July 1961
Relociuted te Naval Alr Station Alameda, California

I April 1962
Redesignated av Marine Medium Hellcopier Squadron 769

I September 1971
Redesigmated Marine Heavy Hellcopier Squadron 769

I June 1980
Redevignated ax Marine Heavy Nelivopier Squadron 771 Det A

27 November 1990
Activased for Suppoart af Combat Dperationy during
Operatioas Desert Shicld and Desert Siorm
and the Liberation of Kuwail

9 May 1991
FPurticipated in Operation Sea Angel in Bangladek

I Aprif 1993
Redesipnated ance again a1 Marine Heavy Nelicopter Squadron 769

1 May 1996
Relocated to Marine Covps Alr Station El Tore, California

20 May 1999
Relocated to Edwards Alr Force Base, California

26 Januwary 2002
Activated in Support of Operation Enduring Freedom

5 January 2004
Activated in Support aof Operation Enduring Freedom [V and V

2 Augiist 2008
Ieactivated aboard Fdwards Air Force Bove, California

History of the Squadron

HMH-769 was originally extablivhed ax Helicopter Transport Squadron
T89 o 15 April | 958, baved at Naval Air Station Oakland, CA, and flying the
HUP-2. In April 1959 the squadron began fiying the Sikorsky H-34. The
writ wirs redesignaied av Marime Medinm Helicopier Squadron T69 on |
April 1961 and refocated to Naval Air Station Alameda, CA in July of that
same year. The squadron flew the H-34 uneil 197] when it tramsivioned the
Sikorky CH-584. The unit was redesignated ax Marine Heavy Helicopier
Squadron T69 on Sepremiber |98 and later designated av Marine Heavy
Helicopier Squadron 772 Detachment A. In April 1998, ai HMH-T72 Dt A,
the squadron became the first Marfne unit to iy the RH-53D Sea Stailion, a

former minesweeper used to replace the CH-33A. Witk iis mimesweeping gear
removed the RH-53D proved fo be a powerful replacement fo the aging CH-
534 aircraft,

HMH-T8% was activated for Operation Deserd Shicld Devers Stormon 27
Navember 1990, and deployed ro Saudl Arabla (v support of combat opera-
Hony in securing the liberation of Kuwalt, NMHN-T68 aperated from Al Jubay!
ard the expeditionary combat base = Lovesome Dove ™ while sapporting the
assaidlt, During the return from the Persdan Gulf, while aboard the UAS
Tarawa, HMH-T69 helicopiers were invalved in Operation Sea Angel - a
humanitarian relicf eperation in Rangladesh - after a devasiating hurricane
killed over 10,000 people fn that country.

0w | May 1996 the unit relocated from Alameda to Marine Corps Alr Sio-
ten EI Toro, CA. The squadron received i first CH-53E Super Stalifens on
23 August 1996, replacing ilhve RH-33Ds with ithe newer, meore powerfal air-
Sframe. Three pears later, the squadron refocated to Edwards Air Force Bave,
arriving im May [ 999,

Following the tragic events of September [lth, HMH-T69 was activated on
26 January 2000, serving for five months in wupport of Operation Enduring
Freedom. During thiy activation the sqguadron deploved mwe aircrafi and 17
Marines in the first ever reserve CH-53E augmenitation of an Active Forces
MEU, deploving with the Jith MEU ($OC) fo Djibowuti in the Horn of Africa.
The Roadhogs were activated again in January 1004 and in March of that
ear deploved to Bagram, Afghanistan for wven months bn wipport of Com-
bined Joint Tk Forces 18876 for Operation Enduring Frecdom  and S,

On 2 April 2007, Headguariers Marine Corpy releaved Marine Corps Bul-
letin 3400, directing the deactivation of the squadron, with a completion date
af me later thian 38 September 2008, The following pear vaw a flurry of activ-
iry as the squadron marched toward this milestone, transferring airceaft and
persennel consisienily throughows ihe year. On 18 July 2088, the squadron
rrunsferred its last rwo afrcraf® to HMH-461 at Marine Corps Air Station New
River, NC, enabling the squadron to formally deactivaie in today s ceremany.




LiCol Sarah 8 Deal
LGl Teoy Fubas

Ma Dwame 0 Larwgs
Maj Joch T Mareray

CWO-A Jomathon | Filer
Cwal-d Mosl A Tabares

Sarpean Mags
Lgtilay Aene W Pewg il

OFFICERS
LCol Dougies B Jacobeon
May Thesoore E Martin

ey Criremd Rt
My Unn K Solteng

SQUADRON PERSONNEL
2 April 2007 - 2 August 2008

COMMAND HEADQUARTERS

Eaitiles Mni
LECol Ernead b Fandersos 11

LG Argraw J Mg aem
LIGE Jefingy W Mgorei

Bl Brefia L Vemiba
M Do W Wit

CW0-T Swvan F Lopas
CWO-2 Robart | Handsl b

STAFF NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Wiy Sgt Jomn A Francs

1A Mas O Whemisan

Gylgt Doneig O Anderson
GrS Jemes & Bosse

555 Tomad Aguders Jr
S50 Tewen A dasny
S5 Walerm 0 deiuann
S50 Lean M Barts
S50 Brett £ Baurmas
5551 Jawon WM Bayorre
S5 Toby L. Bosssrd
55gt Scon A Brows

WSt Jemn M Ema
A5 Jetrey A Emesmon

GiySgt Tumotty £ Corer
G5t Buster Evera Jr
GySgt Sean W Faan

S5 Gabre TR

SEgt Sewn M L aleger
S50 Mschawl M Durnarse
L0 Anmers M FEuhEy
S5t o | Jenaan Jf
S50 Leonado I Lopes
SEgt sowm J Luna
S5t Frami WY orulang

I

Wiy 5gn raroi O Maipl

WSar samn W Misi

GySgt vicenie F Gongeieg
GySgn Oy A Cuamvianis

55 Jonn £ McCoy
S5g Enrque Mescang Jr
S5gt Jorge Mnges

S5 Saivaens Noma
SE@ juatn B Ceson
S5 Mchasl P Sanes
S5@ Wham 5 Swven
55g! Churon O Taylor

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

S RN AT

S0 Baar M Aden

Sp1 Ariurt Ao

o rvn O Bewuse
5@ Jeaon A Boam

Spr Do W By
L8 Dwnd A Caideronmaic
Sept Corwy @ Colben
St Jewne A Cole

gt P Wy Cobaman
L5g Gatran E O
Sgt Erc W Donch

figt Davett & Drunm

o3t Dagobes Evinncia
Sigt Conido Garou

S5t Samuni D Gewy

Sl Joshes J Gangady 1

Copl Oncar & Al

Cp Jonathan L Dush

L Sehen & Cartaiogoen s smy
Col Domraci § Casia
Lo Pl W Coeman
Cpl Frara ) Conred

C@ Mok £ Day

Cpl 8wt L Dichinon

T Joka W Depia

Cpl Lum E Doreguer
Col Camartn | Duordan

L Miyifs SuIan

g i 5 Fencas

S0 Swven | Erweoe
S T T L TR
Bga Tematny J Lgroa

Sgt Ryan £ Liggan

S0 Nattarwpl 1 Liushee
St dnmoey G KLBSOn
$gt Lindnirn [T Wartenag
B e J Mays

Egt dntoery J McLaigher
5t Sergo L Mardors
figt Jurimin L Morgan
SOt Nura P Perad

5o Chad M Pt

Bgt Vicker W Pags

St Chaomies M P oserdes

Gl Janm P Escobes

Cpl sumnin Far

Cpl honbun ) Gamrpi

L@ Joraittan & Gransieda
Lpd Fapagaen O HbrDen
Cp Wasthas B saniioe
Cpl Baymond [ Huphes
Cp Sobest G i

Col Ty W Johnmon
Cp Tomoig A Lsbarbars
Cpl Lomerbt L

St Vares U Fames
Sgt Sean C Faakd

Sgi Robet 5 Rogery o
Lot srmeps BogrraeT

gt Edwns A Sancen
Ll Bokapn T Lavica
Egt Dage Segurs

St riamaai 5 Srram

S James M Tosk)

St Jowl O vmngeent

St Darren Jercangendess
St Terry L Viwew

St Fobe [ Vearfmd
S Deiin & Wemeburg
St Lube J Worth

Sgt Braa L Yam

St Pecior Salen
Cpdims 0 Sanwst-arpm
Col Garma ) Saniss

Col Jewun A Sivn

Cpll Lavry B Gt v

TR Mo A GruDRbeaxd
CpE Engsbets C Trugio
Co Shaes 0 oS

Cp Nadaie B Ve

Cpl Dnrgue Jarmes

FUTURE NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

LOp Nlan A ARG

LEp Bemley P Amone

LE@ Andred B Afrcls

LEpl maden VW Belary

LCpE Brancon | Bashan

LCp Meison & Bonorguar
LCp Scon W Byam

LCp Darey F Canclozsns
LE @ demeny & Cantleo

L Cumuhtarmos O Contrerss
LCp Micando N Comes

LCgl Oezar A Com

LCm Ere D Darmeginn

Lizpl Ancrrw M Deigarapesges

PFC Joae B Anzpcn
PRL Iechary § Cioase
PEC Bran J Hines

LCp Daruel O Erviuad
LEp Edger & Escobar
LE @ il [ agusaplieniieis
Lip Michasi B Fechies
LCp Joshisa L Flores
O Juver Garca

LEp Joskua J Oadcia
LOp Ewin Oyt

Wi Anshony O Hasrdion
LCpl Blakn B Hoam
LCp Dared T Fiykchusos
LLp Davad B Marsvoiia
LEp Trwwm W Miapse
Lo Bergo & Ulesendes

BT ilarn Pigpnh
PED e Perg
PEC Bving Paral b

LCp Juan C. Omalss
LCp Jenn M Ovimga
LEE Rawu® B Prang
LCp Ryan L Piock

LCp Sorea v Chusroies
L St By mearvng
LCp Manvasl E Sanchar
LEp Gal N Sehilbegs
LEp Ardrew N S
LCp Richam C S
LEp Marsn Soio

LCp Mobert B Tayior
LCp Amasey B Tormwm
L Denra Jarate

BFC Eben E Thomas
Pyt L E Gosvers
Pqt Rotert J Soeen




LOW FLIGHT

Oh, I"ve slipped the surly Bonds of Earth

REMEMBERING THE FORGOTTEN
MECHANIC

Through the history of world aviation many names have come o ithe fore
Goreat deeds of the past ln our memory will last, as they e jeined by more and more

And hovered out of Ground Effect on Semi-righd Blades:

Earthward 1've auto’ed and met the rising Brush of Noo-paved Terrain:

When man first started his labor in his quest 1o conquer the sky
be was designer. mechands and pilot, and be bulll a machine that wouakd Ay

And done a thousand Things vou would never care Lo,

Huil soumehow the order gol taisted, anid then la the public’s eve
the only man that could be scen was the man who knew how 1o fy

Skidded and dropped and flared low in the heat soaked Roar.

Thie pilot was evervone's bero, be was brave, he was bold, he was grand,

Confined there, 1"ve chased the carthbound Traffic
as he stood by his battered old bi-plane with his goggles and helmet in hamd

And lost the Race to insignificant Headwinds; T s e e et sl eainadl I, 16 y Y hakvg 00 Bave s

. Aomd they blazed their mames in the hall of fame on wings with thl'l'ﬂ wire siruls
Forward and ap a ltthe in CGround EfTect

But for each of these fying heroes there were thousands of little remawn,
and these were the men whe worked on the planes but kept their feet on the ground

I've topped the General's Hedge with drooping Turns

W all know the mams of Lindbergh, and we've read of his Bight 1o fame
Bast think, if vou can, of bis maintenance man. can you resmember his name?

Where never Skyhawk or even Phantom flew.

mh"‘ll and I‘“"inl Callective, A think of aur war lime heroes, Gabieaki, Jabara and Scatt

Can you tell me the names of their Crew ChiehsT A thousand to one you cannol

I"ve lumbered the low untresspassed Halls of Victor Alrways,

LT |1-|lu|| wre highly traiped pwpll. mndl wings are nol r.“il_'t LT
Hut without the wark of the malatenance man our pilots woald march with & gun

Put out my Hamnd,

S0 when vou see mighty alrcral as they mark their way through the air.
the grease stained man with the wrench in his hand is the man whoe it theem there

~ Anonymous ~

and touched a Tree.

~ Anonvymous ~




THE MARINES’ HYMN

From the Halls of Montezuma,
To the Shores of Tripoli:

We fight our country’s battles
In the air, on land and sea;
First to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the title of
UNITED STATES MARINE.

QOur flag’s unturled to every breeze
From dawn to setting sun;
We have fought in every clime and place
Where we could take a gun;
In the snow of far off northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes;
You will find us always on the job -

THE UNITED STATES MARINES.

Here’s health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve;
In many a strife we've fought for life,
And never lost our nerve;
If the Army and the Navy
Ever look on Heaven's scenes;
They will find the streets are guarded by
UNITED STATES MARINES.







