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IHVESTLGATION OF KOTOBUKI MA1:::

At the request of Mr. Milton Evans of SCAP Publie Welfare,
the TKMOD-TD Welfare Offioer accompanied him on an {inves tigation

of the Kotobuki Meternity Home. Japanese newspaper reports
stated that a number of infants had died in this home due to

malenutrition, that Mr. and krs. Ishikawa, managers of the
Home, end MNr. Nagasakl, an und er taker, were being detalned

at the Waseda Folloe Station.

The investizators were ad companied by Mrs.
Publioc Relations, Mlss Matheson of SCAF Publioc Health, Wr.
Sato of the Welfare Minis try, Nr. Matsusaki, Chief of Protec~
tion of the Children's Bureav of the Welfare Ministry, Dr.
Muramateu snd Mrs. Susukl also of the Children's Bureau.

The inspection of the hospi tal showed that the three Or
four rooms on the first floor were used as living quarters by
the Tshikawas a8 well as the aprrentice midwife and the ser-
vant. The second floor conalated of four small rooms. Of
these a room approximately 4'x8' was vsed as the nursery. a
room approximstely 10'%12" was used as a delivery room. The |
remeining two small rooms were used for convalesgeni Qare. |

At the time of the {nepegtion there were five infants in
the nursery on a emall bamboo bed. Four of the infants were
orying and appeared to be quite 111 while the fifth one who
wes three monthse old seemed %O be in falr shape. The clothlngz
and bedding was dirty but the room Was clean. 7Two mothers
with new born besbles were in the delivery room. A mother and
baby were in each of the eonvalescent rooms. The sitvation
{n reszard to cleanliness was the same in these roomse as was
found in the nursery. There were oo facilities for walber
in -the vpetairse - all water having to te garried from below

up extremely steep gtalrs.

The investigators went to tne Weseds Follce Statlion and
talked with Chief Ide aboutl the findinge of the police. The

followins information was given:

Mrs. [shikewa, manager, 18 a mi dwife and is ohlef of the
midwives assoelation for Shinjuku~ku. PFrior %o establishing
the Kotobukli Materrity Home, ahe was a midwife in the com-

munity.

The Home was established in April '44 and has been in
sontinuous operation since then. Polioce statistios show
that Lin 1944, 14 or 15 chlldren were admitted, 1945, 34 or
as ohildren, 1946, 40 or 41 eBlldren, and in 1947, 100 or
more children. The increase in 1947 seems to be the result
of asdvertieilng which was started in July '47. Advertising
was done in several Japanesé papers, but mainly the Yuomyuri
Newspaper was used. A translation of their sdvertisement
shows they advertised for male OT female children between




the ages of | montn and & years.
atated these ohildren would be gare

Katernity Home.

ept intricate regords and at the time of the
investigation, the police had not gompleted the gsheoklng of
these regords. IHowever, the records showed thet not over 1V

or 12 children nad been dellvered in the Home in 1347, but
t to the Home &t & few Weeks or monthns

of the ghildren were 11l1egi timate and
rshikawas from #5000 W ¥600C to take
The mothers in turn 1e 1inquished all rights %o
the ahildren, and supposedly tne Ishlkawas were %0 place the
ahildren for adoptlion. A mother who came %O the Home for
dellvery pald an initilal fee of i2U.V. There was an addltlo-
nal fee but records were not avallable on how muoh 1t was.

vothers who went %0 the Home for conliir
to fyrnish thelr oOWn fond. Mrs. Ishlkawa
apprentice midwife 1ived at the Home, and

{n the conmuiliy were 11" 1f needed.

The Home X

on the night of 12 Janusry 48, a poll -
Nagasakl, an undertaker, g0 %o tae Home on a bleyele. 4 gmall
vox approximately 2&'123':18“*-al on the bask of the blayele.

The policeman watched and saw NT. Nagasakl put Four infants

bodles in this boX. This eaused
ious, 80 he stopped the under
had & bturial certifigate 1in ¢
ao there were no grounds on w
However, the policema
of Pollce, who in turn 02
the neighborhood about the Home.
of the nelzhbors had been in the

ed by ¢
the undertaxer.
Chlief

Inquiry revealed that seversl
Home in the gummer of

+he ehlldren were not beinz fed Or glothed pro-
tnforme t10 Chief of ‘ollice

the four bables ploked up at Nr.
to kelo Universit for
Chief of police along %0
wag negessary as officlal aviOp~-

leagsed under & month following an autop-

at all of the chlldren had dled
the Chief

sy reports are not re

sy. The sutopsies revealed th
on. In view of this {nformation

fyom mal-nutriti
l}ad ur. and Mre. [ehikewa and Kr. Jegasaki plased in oustody
or gquestioning. A few hours after this happened, & fifth

infant dllﬂ.

Inspection of tae regords showed that -
of the 100 infants regelved by the Home 1o 1947 dled and that

furthermore they all dled Irom mal-nptrl tion withis a mounth
after been admitted to the Hore. The Ishlkawas explanation
for the five regcent deaths 18 because they had %O use powdered
milk starting 1 Janvary They 41d not snderstand how 10

prepare this mllk, the s a result and
that wea why they dled.

other B8O

They have no expl anation tof the death of the
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other than that they were not reglstered and therefor it was
diffiouvlt to obtain rations for them.

The police believe that the Ishikawas saw to 1t that
the bables died as they were 1n the busiuess to make money.
At Y6000V per c¢hild and 100 ohildren in 1947, & gross intake
of ¥600,000 was regelved by them:e The undertaker’'s fee was
¥300 per baby and probably an additional amouvnt of ¥700 for
some food and supplies was purchased for each ohild by the
Ishikawas, makinz a total of ¥1000«. This would mean a gzross
profit of ¥500,000 for 1947 for the Ishikawaa.

0
& dogtors were vsed by the Home and these dootors is-
sued the death certifioates. The investigation of these
do¢tore had not been gompleted, therefore thelir names were

withheld by the rollce.

The five babies remalning at the Home were removed by
the police on 16 Jan *48 and taken to the lst National Hospltal,
The two mothers with new born infants had been given orders
by the Ishikawas' lawyer to leave the Home by 18 Jan '48 and
to take thelr bables, although they had planned to leate
them at the Home origlinally.

It i8 obvious that the name Kotobuki Laternity Home was
merely & "front" and that asotuslly the Home was posing as a

ehlld placing agenoye.

fhe poliee hoped to have thelr investigation completed
by 17 January '48 in order to prefer charzes agzalinst the

Ishikawas, Kr. Hagastkl, and the two dog tors.




