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Steteront of P.E.Reep, Chief Ensireer, M.V. SUTLEJ, gunk 256 Februsry, 101

(Veaeel left dAden on Tuesdley 1O0th Februsery 1944, in convoy, bound for
Australia. After beins inconvoy for © deye we split u» end continued the
orgsr. @ uncecortad. Six days loter (26 Fedbru-ry) at 1820 hours we were
getruck 0y o torzedo dutween nos. 1 and € holds on port Biue.;'lt has eincs
been re.orted to me v tho Quorternrster, ilkrouzh the Purser, thret et this
inetent the Meeter snd Chicf Officer were on the bridie end had seeon torHcdo
aoproaciiing the sliio. ZIZnsines were stopped, engineroor: personnel clearecc
(6th Engineer Officer, donkeyuen, creaser end fireman). I personally nnde sure
of this before leavin: the ship. The "eabazdon ship" alarz wee rincing alnost
fxoz the justont of bVeing hit. She Leecled over to starboord enc sunk in sbout
o to O ninutes nfter deing struck. Poeition is urknown but an approxiinte
osition of 998. 70°E. is siven oy the 2nd Engineer Officer. There wrs no
foundatiocn for bYelief that any S.0.S5. resse e wae sent out in this drief tirte
linit. The nerster wee lest sceon in the wirelees roon neverthelces.

all rofts ot owey (3). One raft hod deen previously lost in North
Atlantic zale outwer( Lound and «r 8 uuable to replace at Alexendria. Derk-
ces set in an. confueleon reignel for quite n tire, whilst survivors were
in the weter.

I ghall ncw oroceel by recording what happened to ne personally. 1
procoeced to try and trke up 1y siniion in No. 1 boat (Bortdeck, starboard
elde). On gettinc rnidshine I wes wonilstdeeds in wabter, the vesesel Leving
sunk this Geop alreedy. I turned brck to try enother boat, lLo. 4 (port sido
ousine rooz). I had no sooner nounted the lndder when the vessel started to
drop eway under me. I chouteld to tlhose around ne to jump for it and junped
nyeelf. 1 came up rnlongsicde the 3rd Encineer and we swaa togsether to what
turned out to be the only remaining enell drw. type auxiliary raft. Ve
mounted and found one coal boy on it. Vo then picked up ee neny mon ae
poesiblce This addod up to (8) ren, one of which died (chief cooz:).! Th
subnarine now noocared on the surface and stoppod our efforts to save nore
mer (2bout 10 ni.mtes after the cvinkrin.). He cnne alongsido end questioned
ue as to whether the nncter was annongst us, ship‘e name, destinntion end
crrao.e It woy dufinitely a Jaornuese submarine, oceen-going typoe, counting '
8" cun ond anti-nireraft aroarent. Lo attecpted to ren nll rafte and wachine—
sunnod us at Wl nig cloing was poor. The exhausts of the subiarine
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appearced to Linve 024 sreed il nanouverability.

Eis anti-now gear wos good. After the suburrine diseppearcd 1 eet out
to try enc collect on wpturnew Jafcvont that was in the vicinily so we
decided to look Tour sove ..en that eybe were etill efloat on debrie. 1t wae
then thet we contacted two rafts tled together. These we mnde and found were
occusiod by (1) =th dnoincer Officer and navel roting and (2) Purser, China~
ran and 7 uen. Ve mele fast ond waited for leyirenk. Throughout the night
it reined an’ dPlew ceatinuocusly. Next norning another raft wes sigchtod
with nen atoord. Owins to distnnco and weather contact wra unable to be made.
On tlhe tihird norring. this 12ft wes lost sight of. Attterpt was inie to set
n course d.k. with the prevailing weather. Prosrecs wes macdo in thies
‘irection the following 48 days. 1 stripped the siall raft of eall aterial
end stores ane cut it adrift. We then continued 1 tenden for the next 30 caye.
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After 20 days we sighted land (two szall {slends) dbut could not nnke
it with the preveiling offshore wird and get. Firres at night did unot
draw any attention so I assuue ihey were inhabitec. Hain weter wes
plentiful. Fish and birdsg were ceought and cooked end the condlition of
the nen was ¢ocl in goneral. We decided to part ccimany aftar 307 Jays 1o
2llos for tw) chEnces Of LYalng pLSLGE0. Nl Geca2ion & ner oCd wedd
badly on tho conscience. AL apout 1li.dV on 13th 4April Catelina alrcraft
si-hted one raft and dropped provisions. The next dey both rafts were
sichted and HeM.S. FLAMINGO picked up all survivors.




