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FROM * EDWiRD P, IEONAGHAN
Investigativo Division, 1pg

» Acting Chiep

¢ Defense Witness

d's Pleasge Tind attached hereto list

; of material available on the
rollowing witness and/oxr wi'nesses,

Dﬁi'ﬁ’é.—.}nNT

. —

Witness General
Testified 8 May

WITNESS LIST oF MATERTAL AV II,&BI.:E
SANO, Torata

Curriculum Vitae

5
Incl ‘ ED#ARD P, =
(Describeg above) o GHAN
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CURRICULUM VITAE

Name: SANO Torata

Date of Birth:
Permanent Address:
Soeial Rank:

May 27 1911
Jun 6 1911

Dec 26 1911
Mar 1 1912

Dec 15 191}
Feb.20 1915

Apr 20 1921
Sep 16 1921

Nov 22 1921

Adug 15 1922

Nov 30 1922

Aug 6 1923

Aug 20 192}

Oth of Aug. in 1889

Graduated from the Military Academy.
Appointed cadet.

Appointed lieutenant of the infantry, ordered to the
56th regiment of thhe infantry,

Granted the 8th Class of the Senior Grade of the
Court Rank-

Appointed lieutenant of the infantry.

Granted the 7th Class of the Senior Grade of the
Court Rank.

Appointed captain of the infantry, (Cabinet)

Relieved of the regular appointment ang appointed
ad jutant of a battalion of the 56th regiment of the
infantry., (War Offiee)

Relieved of the regular appointment and appointed compa ny -
¢ommander of the 56th regiment of the infantry.
(War Office)

commander of the machine-gun unit of the 56th regiment of
the infantry. (War Office)

Awarded the 5th Order of the Sacred Treasure,

Relieved of the i'egular appointment ang appointed
instructor of the military infantry school and

concurrently a member of the research department of the
same school, (War Office)

commander of the machine-gun-unit of the training-
regiment of the military infantry school and concurrently
instructor of the same school, and member of the research
department of the School as before, (War Office)

———




My 1 1925

Jul 26 1927

Aug 10 1928

Aug 1 1929

Mar 6 1930

May 16 1930

Nov 6 1930
Des 9 1930

Dec 20 1933
Mar 5 1934

Jun 15 1935

Nov 1 1937

ar
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Page 2

Appointed commander of the machine-gun-unit of the train-

ing regiment of the military infantry school and
concurrently instructor of the same school and a

member of the research department of the school,
(War Office) '

Granted the 6th Class of the Junior Grade of the
Court Rank.,

Released of the regular and additional posts, and
appointed instructor of the Military infantry school

and a member of the research department of the same
8chool concurrently. (War Office)

Appointed major of the infantry, ( Cabinet)

Ordered to the Lbth regimemt of the infantry.
(War Officer) |

Arpointed to a company-commander of the student corps
of the KUMAMOTO military training school.
(War Bffice)

Appointed commander of the mchine-gun-unit of the

student corps of the KUMAMOTO military training
school. (War Office)

Granted 6th Class of the Senior Grade of the Court
Mt

Awarded the 4th Order of the Sacred Treasure,

Appointed battalion-commander of the 80th regiment
of the infentry. (War Office)

Ordered to the 80th regiment of the infantry.
(War Office)

Appointed lieutenant-colonel of the infantry.
(Cabinet)

Granted the 5th Class of the Junior grade of the
Court Rank,

Appointed colonel of the infantry. (Cebinet)
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Sep

Jul

Dec

Apr

7 1938
1 1940

2 1940

1 1943

29 1940

1 1944

10 194

1 194,
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Page 3

Awarded the 3rd Order of the Sacred Treasure.

Granted the 5th Class of the Senior Grade of the
Court Rank.

Appointed ma jor-general. (Cabinet)
Awarded the 2nd Order of the Sacred Treasure.

Decorated with the 3rd Order of the Golden Kite and
Given the Medium Cordon of the Rising Sun, for
meritorious services in the China incident.

Appointed lieutenant-general., ----- not mentioned in
the official gazette. (Cabinet)

Appointed commander of the 42nd division. -- not
mentioned in the official gazette., (Cabinet)

Granted the 4th Class of the Junior Grade of the
Court Rank,
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THk RECCRD rage 3306
Nay 8, 1947 _

DEFENSE - Division III - China

SANO - Direct

g— =

DIRECT EXAMINATION of |SANO,/ TURATA,

Page by Mr. Logan. =
21768 * The witness stated that he lived in Chiba

Prefecture, and identified exhibit No. 2567 as his
affidavit and verified the same. The affidavit stated
21770 * that the witness took part in the battle of Hankow,
219771 * commanding the 23rd Infantry Regiment of the 6th Div.
On October 26 he entered Hankow, leading the advance
unit, and on November 5 evacuated the city.

About 11 p. m. he went back to advance unit
headquarters in Taokuanchien and looked over cdocuments
concerning preparations for the occupation on the 26th.
They had been dropped on the previous day by airplane.
He had no recollection of the papers or of their number,
but of special importance were those specifying the
instructions of HATA, the Commander, concerning the
occupation and on arrangements between the army and
the navy. Refading the documents made him realize the
seriousness of the matter so forcibly that he made up
his mind to act in faithful obedience to the Commander's
wish. He called his regimental adjutant and ordered him

21772 to transmit the instructions * and to see that they were
strictly enforced. He also ordered his lower commanders,
that before beginning the next day's march a number of
soldiers be left at the bivouac place to look after
matters, and the troops who were to joln the march were
to be those chosen specially.

Orders were passed through channels before belng
transmitted to the lower formatiorn. However, due to
speedy progress, the witness Ieared that if they ald
this it would fall to reach the advance guard in time,
and the instructions were delivered cirectly to advance

21773 troops. Scrupulous care * was taken fto prevent subordin-
ates from falling into mistakes.

Before beginning the crossing of the river, the
detachment commander told them to obey the instructions
of HATA and other superiors concerning Hankow occupation.
Shortly after 1 p. m. the advance obarty arrived at the
northwest end of the French Concession, when they recelved
a report for instructions from the 3rd Battalion Commander
that he had learned from the Italian Consul-General that
the Chinese Army had withdrawn, but it was rumored that
mines were laid, and that if the Japanese desired 1it,
they would send a guide to lead them on a safe road.

: n .l_"'{"_l:j
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| SANO - Direct

Page
21774

21775

21776

P T

21777

j
!,

* The unit commander decided to enter with a
gulde and to relax preparations to some extent, adopting
a war and peace attitude. They followed the safe roads
indicated on a map to Hankow, passing around the French
concession, taking over the Peace Preservation O0ffice
and other rights and interests. At 4 p. m. they were
in front of the Hupeh Telegraph Office in the old
British Settlement. 1In that place there was an area
for distressed people. One of the commanders was ordered
to place a guard, so that no Japanese could enter the
area. Corps headquarters were at the Hupeh Telegraph
Office, and the rest of the corps was billeted in empty
houses,

* Since no battle was engaged in within the city,
the unit had no one killed or wounded, and there were
no Chinese killed, wounded, or taken prisoner. Just as
the unit marched to the coast road southwest of the
Japanese Settlement, about 1 p. m. on the 26th, they
sighted a Japanese naval unit aboard a cruiser type
warship. About 5 p. m. a landing party passed in front
of the Telegraph O0ffice. They brought with them
about twenty correspondents from all Japanese newspapers.

The French Settlement had been surrounded with
wire entanglements, and the entrance and exit of
principal roads blocked and guarded, to prevent
Japanese troops and civilians from passing.

Major AKAGI called on the German Consul on
October 26, about 7 p. m., and made requests to begin
negotiations with the French to have the coast road
opened for passage, without avail. Knowing of these
negotiations, the witness' unit issued an order to
prohibit Japanese from entering or going out of the
French Settlement, and mounted guards to carry out the
order.

The 23rd Infantry, which had been on guard duty
in the British Settlement, were reported to have been
removed around November 4, to the Taiyahsien district
after handing their duties to the 13th Division. As
soon as this happened the British made a request for
the cancellation of the move, but the unexpected
arrival of the guards was noted for discipline * and
so highly appreciated by the inhabitants that it would
bring disappointment to them.

—
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DEFENSE - Division III - China
SANO - Direct

In answer to this request, the authorities
ordered the 9th Guard Company of this regiment to
mount guard continuously in Hankow after the main
strength had left. Toward the early part of December
they rejoined their regiment proper. The circumstances
at the time were well reported in the Miyasaki Shimbun,

and as both sides of the road were lined with guards it
was impossible to see whether the camped troops were

21778 On both sides of the road. * At the time he did not
See any troops or military personnel, or cilvilians,

passing the coast .road on the lower end of the custom
house wharf.

Since there were no prisoners taken in Hankow
by the 23rqd Regiment, there was no incident regarding
prisoners. The main Chinese troops, before October 24
and the remaining troops on the evening of October
25, began to retreat, so that by the 26th the retreat
was complete. There was therefore no battle in the
Hankow city district, and not g2 single Chinese POW.

’

The first photograph, attached to the affidavit,

was taken on the road near the southwest part of the
Japanese Settlement, and shows the headquarters of the
SANO Unit. The second photograph shows the unit
bpassing the French Settlement. Both were taken by a

21779 war correspondent and appeared in the papers, * and
showed a peaceful attitude, suggesting that the
atmosphere was different from the excited air to be
expected from battling troops.

, | The 23rd Infantry received letters of praise
- and was strict in its order and discipline. There was
not one soldier who was punished in the witness' two
years and five months as Commander of the Regiment,
? éxcept one case where there was light disciplinary
5 confinement due to responsibility for breventing fire,

| Soldiers and officers of the 23rd never murdered
# War prisoners. He believed there could never ocecur
| murder of war prisoners on the river road, since part
f 21780 of the road was east of the *wharf and Was closed to
| Japanese on October 27 and 28. At that time the
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' 21781

21782

21783
21784

21788

SANO - Direct

and materials of the units rushing to enter. The units
could not accompany war prisoners, The apparatus used
was light river boats used in constructing the bridge.

The boat bridge had gz capacily at the maximum of 4,000
foot soldierg per day,

* By the evening of October 28, ir everything
W¥as carried out in googd order, the 45th InTantry haq
Cr'ossed and the értillery and other infantry were
Crossing. The water units, though they arrived at
Hanshu on the evening of the 27th, arriveqd in Hankow
the day after the Branch Corps entry, and so it was
impossible for them to get war pPrisoners there. These
units advanceg in the rear of the navy during the attack

on the Wu-Han areg. Thev digd not Fight with the Chinese
water units nor »n land.

* The witness identified exhibit No. 2568 as 2
picture of a unit of the 23rg Infantry Crossing the
bridge at the French concession. He identified
exhihit No. 2569 as g picture of the hheadquarters unit
of the SANO Regiment #* marching in the Japanese
concession at Hankow. He was leading the troops.

He identifieq exhibit No. 2570 » g d general map

THERE WAS NO CROSS-BAAMINATION Or' THi WITNESS.

Excerpt from the Parliamentary Debates of the
British House of Commons on Anglo-Japanese Conferenc

Defense Document No. 1053, stated * that Britain ful
recognizes the actual situation in China, where

hostilities in g large scale are in Progress, and notes

that while this continues Japanese in China have special
requirements to safeguard their Sécurity and maintain

causes
obstructing them op benefiting the enemy. Britgin has

pPrejudieial
to thesge Objects, andg they will take the Opportunity to

E,
ly
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Def. Doc. # 1002

took rart in the Battle of Eankow.

Subsequently appointed Principal of the Kumamoto Military
Trairing School, Commesnder of the Tungning Frontier Guard,
Manchuria, and Commander of Nakechishima 42nd Division, Chishima,
in the ordsr mentioned; the last office I held till the end
of the war,

I was appointed lievtenant-general in lMarch, 1944,

3. I took part in the Battle of Hankow, as Commander of
the 23rd Infantry Regiment belonging to the Tshijiima Detach-
mént of the 6th Division; on October 26 I entered Fankow as
leader of the advance unit. On November & we evacuated the
said city.

‘Tt was about 2 p.m. on October 25, 1938 that I led the
advance vnit in chase of the Chinece forces and reached
Taokuanchien 1,100 meters north of Tsaichiashan, on the north-
eactern extremity of Hankow,

The Chinese Army h2d cut off commurication and traffie
by causing inundations on the Yangchia-ho. They attempted to
check our advance Dby mpchine-gvﬁ fire from a series of positiors
set up on the Changkung embankments on both sides of the
Tsaichisshan fortification.

Ou» troops ccrnmanced crossing the river by %eans of one
30-passenger civilian boat and eleven 5-passenger civilian

boats ard landed abcut 7 p.m. on the Chargknig embankment on




Def. Doc., # 1002

the northwestern'side of the nill

t'he Chinese fcrce, after
having done some firing, retrs:

uted in the direction of Hankow
leaving us in PoSsession,

When the bosts haé crossedq the iv.

S znd pack fer the
Fifth time, they vwere foung my

Cn danesged, and we feJt misgivings
about their securitrs,

a2 therefors ceased the river- Cros

cing
and decided to Wait the 3

at about 10.30 p.m. rrival of the
main strength of the unit vith its river.. (locsing equ

iomcnt
section before continuing ocur river-

crossing. We therefore
concentr

ated and bivouaced in the viéinlty of Teokuenchien
and Niehkow (T.N., 2)

The'Chinese Army commenced bombardihg the Japanese Con-

cession about 2 p,m. on October 25, an? toward evenirig the
bombardment becams fierce,

I stayed on at the river-crOSfing 20int Al Taokuanchien

&y taking Lharge of s
operation and other matters,

till after evenin unit's river- -Ccrossing

but cindiar it cangerous to iry
and transport the troops in fhﬂ

cefecs .. noats, I rave ur the
‘undertaking about 10. 30, p.m-

About 11 P.m. I went back to

er the documents from the higlnr headouarters 5

eparations to be made for th,
26 occupation of Fenkow.

cornicerning pr ‘ntendeg O:tcber_

These documonts had been dropped on

II
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. the previous day by an airplane of our army.

I have no clear recollection of the description of the
papers nor of their numberj; however, of special importance were
those specifying the instructions of Commander-in-Chief of the
Central China Army HATA concerning thg Hankow occupation and
the matters relating to the arrangements between the Army and
the Navy. The perusal of the documents made me realize the
seriousness of the occasion so forcibly that I at once made
up my mind to act in faithful obedience to the commander's
wish | so that the true worth of the Japanese Army might be
proved in the eyes of the foreign residents. I called Captain
CHOSHO, regimental adjutant, and ordered him to transmit the
Commander-in-Chief's instructions, enjoining him at the same
time to see that they be strictly enforced. I also ordered
my subordinate officers -- bettalion and company commanders--
that before we began the occupation march the next day it should
be arranged that a number of soldiers be left about the place
where we had bivouaced to look after the arms, materials,
impedimenta and other things and that the troops who were to
join the march should be those that had been chosen specially
for the purpose,

Orders, notices and other announcements issued by the
Central Army Headquarters were, as a rule, to pass through

the corps, division and brigade before they were transmitted

o A
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to the lower Zormacion. However, in the present case I con-
cluded that owing %o tine unexpectedly cpeeqy pfagresggit'was
feared that the instructicns, if tney were trancmitted through
the customary channels, wculd fail to reach the aivence guard
of the pursuing uaxt in time, and so they were carelul enough
to deliver tine ins*ricticns directly to the advance troops.

(As a matter of fact, wnen the headguarters of the pursuit
unit was at Huangpo the headgrarters of the di§ision was
ldcated in the vicinity of Hsi cnu, 6C kilometers to the rear).
This scrupulous case was specially taken, I tnought, to prevent
the subordinates from falling into mistakes, and I re;d the
instructions with extreme gratitude.

- The instructions both minute and careful, co?ered several
pages, and the follcwing are the important parts that still
remainlin my memnory.

The gist of thé instructions as to Hankow occupation.

In Hankow there are the French concessions and the other
0ld international settlements of European and American Powers
as well as the consulates-general of the Powers. Foreign
nationals reside there, and for their protectiocn there are
stationed troops onm guards. The Powers ha&e_their own rights
and interests. The units are each requestgd to_admonish'its

subordinates, enjoining them t» maintain military discipline

and be prudent in their behavior so as to prove the prestige

e
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of the Imperinl army in the eyes of the foreign residents,
The following ars the detailed items of wnich speclal note
must be teken.

(a) No uwait, 3nlaier or attacherd civiiian will Intervene
with foreign right:z or inverests.

(b} The militsrr corps, servicenen and civiliens ia the

,ons
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service should tz soyupula
with foreign ~e¢csidimnts, furthermcrs no sonidier or attachad

civilian will negatiate. wilh foreign resicents either in a

(b

military or priwvete capacity.

ia

(c) No units, soitdiers or attacned civilisns will enter the
French Concess:on without consent of the authoritiles ccncerned.

(d) Matters to be berne in mind with relation to the
Chinese peori=,

(1) Refrain from being stated at victory and behaving
vnjustly or illegally to the people of the Republic of China,

vhether they arc officials or otherwicse,

(2) No sarvicemen or attached civilian will independently

enter any private dwelling.

(3) “Tithout tha recident'!s consent no billeting should be

arranged and no furniture or utensils should be used,

(4) No unit, soldier or attached civilian will commandeer

or work the inhabitants arbitrarilv

The situation prevailing »n Cctover 26 was as follows:

.4
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_The river-cr0551né cquipment company waSIpﬁatiy delayed, arriving
on 26, about 8.30 a.m,, with only eight collagsible boats (made
of plywood fastened with thin rubber-belts). With these boats
we built four pontoon rafts (by compoining two boats) and began
ferrying_afte? 9 o'clgck under the 1eadership of Detachment
Coﬁmander USHIJIM@. Hefore beginning To CrosSs the river,
Detachment Commander USHIJIMA toid us tu’ f21tnfully obey

the instructions glveq Yty Central Army Commander- in—Chief
HATA and our othex superior cfficers concerning the Hankow
occupation, enaoiﬁlv;“ua o enhance the glory of the regimental
colors.' Thé first to cross the river was a small party led by
1Lieutenant Colonel NARITOMO of the 45th Infantry Regiment
Next Commander SANO and the headquarters of the SANO unit
started, but the cuthoard motc; of the nontoon raft got out
of ~ear which resderaxt 3 imnpossible for The boat to steer;
the boat was ac wallvy carried adeud 3.CC0 meters cown the

Ya gtze, IT WwWas rot wntil eleven cleicck tnat they gol ashore

aftsr having repaired the hoat. When the maln aody of the
fefrying troops reachsd a nameless village on the rgad Over
Tsaicnisshan near Ine vor cheastern extrsmity of Hankow, 1t was
found that tgere wneovre IK fpipege trouns ranaining in the city.
Thera we s5upne? {08 utous on&: nour and hed oor wench.
Afte: hesilg acjrsted Lhe deplovinent end <S28n +1.a1 the uniforms

and eguipment of of Ticers and men were 1in srder we started

-7 -
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again at 12.30 in good order. Shortly after one'o'clock the

advance party of the unit headquarters arrived at the north-

western end of the French Concession, when the 3rd Battalion

Commander who was at the head of the unit sent the following
report requesting at the same time instructions as to how to
deal with the situation,
"The Italian Consul-General has communicated to us to
the following effect. How shall I deél with this? -
The Chinese Army has already withdrawn from Hankow, but
it is rumored that there are mines laid on certain roads.
If the Japanese Army desires it, we shall be glad to send a
guide to lead them along a safe road on their march to Hankow."
The unit commander decided to enter the city led by the
guide whom the Iita.ian sonsui-General had proposed to send,
annd at the same time to reiax battie preparsdness to some
extent, adopting rathers » war-and-peace attitude and to conduct
a formal entry ceremoay. 4iooul haly past one, -after about
50 minutes' rest during which time we_attended to our eguip-
ment and dress, and vncovered the regimental flag, we started

led by the guide (2 TFrench missionary) cent by the Italian

* Consulate--Generals. ‘e took the way from the western end of

the Jevanzse settiereunt to tnn ™nd and then to the Italian

Consulate-Genercli. wii2d e 4Cy A welcow2d .y the Italian gvards

and by scores <i ftadllan ratiopals .men and women, young and

e e ibntaiin Ly St by v akiiiss
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ssveral minutes' rest,

old) and presenieu ~itk tohacco  Afonr

- morch, vhe 31G Jactalicon--the party.at the head

| wé resumeG Uv
| of the unait--i=7 Ly" e Trench o slonury and
was proficient in Japanese.

+ne unit head-

(ariers zuliled Ny an Inglishman who
we followed the safe voads for. the-most part indicated on the
we passed round the

ttached to these papers):
ovef on the way the empty Han
other Chinese rights and interests.
r 4 o'clock in front

map of Hanlkc¥ (a
Kow

French concession, taking

Peace Preservation office and

and finally found ourselves a 1ittle afte

ph Office in the old British gettlement.

of the Hupeh Telegra
nt there was an area set aside

In the British Settleme
he sake of distressed people;
pany was ordered to post a guar
r or attached civilian should

rs and the 9th Company were

for t©
of the 9th Com
so that no unit, soldie

enter

the area. The COTDPS headquarte

at the Hupeh Telegraph Office and at <mpty houses

billeted
e rest of the corps were billet

near by, while th ed at empty

houses in the neighborhood of the Kianghan Road.
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DEF. DOC. # 1002 .
on 25. the river at Tao Kuan chien was bridced OVET
| § e ma-
for crcslﬂb v meane of only four boats, but as th
terial = #aa Lhia purnoss were o7 ncor natunre such as
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te permit each Tmly to #oke wlsl tnrm horses or heavy loads

except oune hall of 1ight firearms such as machine gurs, and
- " : - ‘ .

regiment artillery. 2o a1l personnel of the field atillerwv,

mountain el illery, and Lrencn moriar units regimental
-~ * o — - ‘I’ -

e
artillery and machinc guns and & large number of horses,

baggage, anc 10ads of each unit were lef?¥ in the vicinilty
, and

of Tao Kuarchicen and Niehkow and in order that communil.-
cations might bc kept cpen betwecn the crossing-point.

gurveillance guard'anﬁ the Feadouarters, Lientuant OCHIAT,

the Second Ad#utant, remained v the crossing-point.
As no bagtle wes @ngdged in on the 26th in HANKOW cilty or
in its vicinity, our unit had nc gcrson elithrr ¥illed or
wounded and on the part of the Chinese troors too there was
nobody killed, wounded or tékon rrisoner.

TJust &s the SANC Unit marched on to the coast road

lying in the neighbourhood:ﬂ?south-west cdge of the Japancse

= 105
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sbttlemrﬁt, on -qctober 26 at about 1 p.m. and sighted 1

capanesc naval unit salling ur the Yangtsekang on boord a
crulser-type war-dhip and, aftorwards at about 5 F.m., alsn

a landing party consisting of about 20 men marching rastwards

passing by the front of the Telegraphic Officr of Hupei
Provincc. On entering the Hankow city, the unit was followeqd

by about twenty correspondents from all Tapanese Newspapers.

The French S§ttlement, it was recognized, had been sur-

rounded with wire entanglements and the entrance in arnd exit
of 1ts principal roads had been closcly shut off with blocks

and guarded by armed troops. Tt was obvious also that on the

coast road within the bounds of its settlemant, guards haqd

bern placed so as to prevent Japancse troops and civilians

from passing.

I remember that major AKAGI, staff officer despatch-d

by the 6th Nivision, called on the Goerman Cousulate General

on Cctober 20 a2t about 19 o'clock, end mare rrouverst asgline

them to commence negotiations with the Tranch Counsrl Grneral

in order to get the closed coast road opencd to the Japanesn
troops and civilians for their free rassage, but without avdil.

3ecoming aware of the negotiations commenc~d by the

Nfflcer AKAGI, the SANO unit the same night issued an order

to prohibit units, troors and attaghed civilians from entering

or geing out of the French Settlement and, mereover, mounted

N
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- guards in order to execute this order of prohibition, and

prohibit any entry in the direction of the coast rodd.

our unit on October 27 by order of the RBrigade, moving
up dawn, commenced to form the first line of the Rrigade's
left wing, and starting from the nelghbourhood of the present
camp, marched west-ward of the city area to procfod finally
up to the line linking the city government with the hhighbour-
hood ofILUNGWANG MIAO wharf, but in the course of the. march
neither chinese soldiers nor inhabltants were met with; judg-
ing from their houses which were closely shut, prrhaps the Y
latter had fled.

In the aftcrnoon of 27th, the TTniﬁ reccelved an order from
the Brigade te bivouac-in: the vicinity of the KIANGHAN Road
and Chou Shan Park and, so, the Unit proper had to put up at
Lisotung Pestaurant (perhaps also, the WUHAN Hotel, -if T rr-
member) situated on the western side of the CHUSHAN Road nrar
TANG-I street.

I do not recollect minute detalls of the billeting of
units but T do remember that an infantiy ' platoon was billcted
at BANKQOW airfield.

Rrigade Headquarters were set up In a certain drug store
on the weét side of Chung Shan Road, but T do not rem~mber
accurately where 1t was situated. '

Around 31lst october I presented myseclf to Division Yead-
quarters and found that on this day they were installed’fin the

e D
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building of-a-middib school 8a8id to have been established Dby
the Tapan-China Gultural Asso¢iation located in thp North Wost
area of tho Japanose sottlemrnt '

n oct., 27, at abouvt 4 p.m. I rcccived a report ffom the
1st Rattalion Bommander to the offect that a military sufoCﬁ
anii had arrived at HANSUI (eastern side of TAFIFHSHAN) of
t?e poinf of confluence of the YANGTSF-KIANG and HANSUTI. .
ﬁrom OGt éa o&wdrds, our unit was @ay and night occupied with
prrparations for estavblishing -camps. Officer and mbﬁ of\ihﬁ
6th Division in May of this year had been incorporated int-

o Worthern River unit Investiture Force of the Wu-Han and

1~ £t WITHU, and since then our troops during about five months
had to overcome the 1ll-famed climatic conditioné and@ to
rnduré all éobt of hardship in the regicns of WOHT', CHACHSI®N,
TTNGCHFNG, ANKING, TSIFNSHAN, HUANGMRI, KUANGTSI and HATKOW
and, dnspltc_all this, pressing en enemy up to ten timr~s mors
Bumerous than themselves, succeeded in moving on. Particular-
ly since September 18th in the running battle, our forcrs,
despitc the fact that about 8% of all the combatants ware
infected with Malaria (among the officers of the 25rd Regiment
of Inféntry, only two in the person of Colonel SANO, the

mit Commander and Captain ORIONO, Chief of-Cdmpahy; were free
‘of tho disecase), end that the.ChinPse retrpating.troops of fered

us desperate resistarice, succeeded in breaking through on foot

and in © months the long.distance of 350 kilometers, dealing

S L
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them all the time deadly Dlows until we were ultimately ro-

the lon% sought for
hAFucccssful occupation of Hankow SO the long sought

the SANO Tnit at Hankow, the health

condition of this Unlt was found to be very had and many CasSesS

of Malaria broke out among the combatants, not to sp=ak of
their bodily and mental forces which were generally in a run-

down condition so that to give them a rest was considercd

stterly indispensablc. Despite all this, the combatants, full

of hope and re joicing in anticipation of_the probable outcome

that the so long-desired rest would propably be allowed them

in such a city as Hankow whe re faé}itins and accommedations

were said to be perfect, trierd to brace themselves up and,

from o0etober 27 onwards, to make all efforts to set up thelr

camps . Vevertheless contrary to thelr expectation, the it

apound November 1 suddenly received the order to move to the

nc ighbourhood of TAIYAHSIEN and, on November 7, 1le 't HAVNKCWH

to be removed toO WUCHAN on Novembrr h, bY crossing the YANGTSK -

KIANG, prior to proceeding finally to TATYAHSIWN.

The 23rd Infantry Regiment which had been on guard duty
in the former British settlement were reported to hav~s b2fn

Bomoved, around November 4, to the TAIYAHSIFN district after

handing over the guard duties to a unit under the 13th Division.

No sooner did the Rritish authorities of the former scttlement

wmow of this change than they made 2 rcquest to the military
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authorities requestiid the cancellation of the move under the

plea-that an uneapected removal of the guard so noted for =
thelr military discipline and public:- morality and so highiy
appreclated by the 4néab1tants-wou1d surely bring great dis-
appointment to the latter. 'Responding to the request, the
military authorities gave order to the then 9th guard company
(Company Commender, Captaln Higo Morihide) of the Regiment,

to mount guard continuously in HANKOW for. one nonth after the

departure of the Regiment's main strength from the city and

towards the early part of December they arrived at SHTHEWRIHK'U,

TAYFH-HSIFN, site of camrps of the Pegiment proper. The circum-

atances at that time were reported by the Japanese vernaculor

press and the excerpt from the "Miyasaki Shimbun" hevrrto at-

tached, even theugh 1ts. contents differs a.littln from zctual 1

facts 1s reliable material from which to judge how the dis-

" cilpline and the morality of the unit were appreciated and to

‘ what degrce the HANKOW 1nhabitants placed reliance upon them.

It was just at the time of the rcception of the Arca Army

Commander, HATA, on November 3 that the unit commander SANC

mikpched out to the Custom House wharf necar the former for~ign

settlement on November Srd, and.as:both sides of the road were
with

linediguard troops, gendarmerie and others, it was Impossible

to discern whether or not the camped troops were also present

on :*  both sides of the route - running from @hungshan
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At that time T did not sight any troops

» 80y military
péersonnel or any

civiltans pasging By the coast road which’
lies along the lower end of the

Ing prisoners.

The main forcge of the Chinesge

Octobef 25¢h engaged

. river-crossing there
Was only one soldier wounded, and it could almost be calleq

on the 26th, led by
ceremoniously into

bering the case, there

a8 bloodless engagement ang foreigners ¢

4

they fngfered the Hankow subﬁrbs. Such

to frel hostile
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military personnel or civilians in general. Moreover, &S
there were no Chinese milivary éersonnel left 1n the clty

and the group 35i the remaining citizens had been taken for
protcction into a rnfugvé apea set up within the French Settle-
ment and the former forelgn settlement, no opportunity for a
possible outbreak nf incicdenits was afforded owing to the lack
of any object for sach illegal treatment. Who after all could
believe that the trcops followed by two foreign guldes and
with about 20 jourualists on their heels comld have resorted
en route to viclent acts or that, in addition, troops COT-
posed of only picked solidiers well-¥nown for their military
discipline could commit unlawful acts in an area settled DY
residents and troops ¢f various foreign countriles?

October 27 just fell en the day on which, by order of
the Rrigade, the unlt was to meke a general move-out and
th-re was no offlcer oOr man engaged 1n any action outside
the unit area. And nowhere Was sighted any who Adared talce
any military actions whatsoewer outside the sphere of their
duties. From October 28%Th onwerds, on the land front tTroOES
from the rear, striving to be the foremost, were being poured
in continuously toward Hankow SO long decsir~d, and on.the
vangtsekiang, military and naval surfacc units were crowding
up the river. Tmnder these circumstances, the troops who,
full of enthusiasm and re jolcing and contentment, thought of

nothing elsec but to be the first to enter triumphantly into

o A
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Hankew and who were also exceedingly occupled wit§~§§tting-
up work.oflcaﬁbs in e%pectation of a rest to be given them
in compensation for thelr services so herolcally rendered,

surely had no oceasion, to commit any unlawful acts.
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The first uotogronh atinshed te this documment was token on @ road necer
the southwest 1ot o the rnanese ¢ bslcucnt, and =2hows the hoadquerters of
the SN0 Unit Lot 1o rooah cn bhe rosc *orasds the Rives-2.@e Food.
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in the hbme-lr”;'h:rh{;wrsi shey &t tioe peccaful and quiet atmosphere of
the merching Lr-o2ns, suRcesving thas tnis cimosphere ia qujfe difforent from
the exeitced ¢ir o ue cxposted 1T tacy wore of troops morcaing through e
siree"t immedinteivy after ¢ ficreo haitle, ‘

.

The guards or the 23th Infsniry Regiment were'posted at cvery bettalion,
and thcy kept etrict wssch over ﬁcnduct cf the Japancse soldiers. [fnd the
9th Company of the sere rcgiment was posted af the férmnr British Scttlement
exclusively fo wetch ovey shat efcs. EUpﬁlemcnﬁing their strict scrvice

vhich had prevenwncd $he oz2urzepze of oifences, the Milivary Police, a part

of which éaving arrived tﬂvro Ey Dc: aov 29%h: joinéﬁ with them on lNovcember
2nd ﬂ:& rcstzeincd ecmgictaiy vhe oceuracnce of offonces.

Th¢+23th 1nfantry Rozimont, rowardcd lettcrs. of nraisc during the China
In01ﬂ¢#t. mac etriet in ite ovdar and die:ipliﬁc. and pcrfccf in its
educa’ 1o and training. This will ﬁo tentified to by the fgct that there
%as not ;ven onc soldier tho ﬁad been puniﬁhod during my torm of office as

the Regimental Commsnder until Oziober of the 15th ycar of Showa (2 'yeers eand

5 months), except cne casc in which 2 nonzommissioncd officer was punished

with iight disciplinary confincement owing to his responsibility for preventing

;_19 ;
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1

*
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fire, when & Chinese coolic burnt threce cans of gasoline by mishandling. |

From the above, I can conclude definitely that the soldiers and officers
"of the 23th Infantry Regirment ncver murdered war prisconers.

I belicve thet there could never occur eny murder of war prisoners on
the Yengtze River Iroating the River side Road, inasmuch as I remember,
the part of the seid rced cect of (in the dircection of the dovmstrcam of the
Yangtze River) the vharf of the customs housc wes cloced to Japancse troops
end civiliens on 27th end on 28th of Octoboer.

Moreoveor, s on 27th end 28th of October, the facilitics for crossing
the Teokusnchicn River werc yet inccmplecte owing to shortness of materiel
for the work, and@ therocupon the 6th Division ordcred the Commaender of the

6th.Enginccr Regiment to excreise direction end control over the personncl

i
end materals of the units vhich werc rushing to enter Hankow City, the units
' could not ceccompeny war prisoners. This fect will also tend to show that

have beecn

there could not + any messacrc of war prisoners at that time. The apparatus
usnd by the 6th Division for erossing the river was light river-crossing
equipment madec of plywecod for onec company which wrs in $he custody of the
River-crossing. ZXauinment Comncny ctteehed to the Division from the 1lth

Divisicn. Arnong these, howcver, there were some worn-out boets, so the bocts

which wrere nctuelly used to construct the bridge numbered only 20. The

copeeity of the boat-bridge to trenspcert troops, morcover, wes very small
perhops 4,000 men on foot a dey ¢t the maximun. I supposc, on these fects,

; thot by the evening of October 28th, if it wes cerried out in good order, the
45th Infantry Regirnent, thce scecond unit in the Divisions rmerching order,
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of the vehicle

ne ertillery and infantry

ocssing the river .
ing of OctobeT 27th,

and t
The aeter units

£inished cTossSing the TiveTl,
g of cvery company were cY

units end 1onecrs
H.NSHUI in the CVveR

arrivcd ot
U_SHIJ 1. Brench

OV in the aftcrnooh of the ncext dey aftcer the
verc not cngaged

errived ot FLINE
c for them,

corps cntIy into Bankow, g0 it was iﬁpossibl
g there. And " the soid units

sn bottle in HLINGIOW, o got WCT nrisoner

nd boetis of the novy during tho,&t:cck.ct

oy of thc ships ©
ner

-4 fight with thb

c Chinesc noter units,

hcnee for then to

dvancod in the TC

g0 therc ves no C

d ncccusrril

~trel quertcT of Henkow on 26th

1.BHIJ ) ) R Branch

rol gucricr

y cntcrcd the cC

¢ ordcTr of the
cst of the cent

vor the fol

Infnntry‘chjﬁcn
Corns .

roin body at th
~ort of the city W
Bronch (:OTrPS.

1-wing

USHIJIMA

t withdrew from the city. &b thot tirc therc WeS not &
mcde ony ccnteoct

wer in the city- for hed we

On 5th Noverber 1
singlc chinesc D

Thercfore it 18 certoin beyond oW donbt

thot there Wos ~1o ccse of ﬁistreatmcnt or rurder of ChinesSe sphebitonts oY
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DEF. DOC. #1002

pfiSdnéfe of -wer.
on this 8th day, fpril, 2947,

~ at Tokyc.
(sizned) SINO, Torota (seel)

: Deponent:
8 - - | ‘ |
/._':._. . .
: -E'hefgby cortify thet the cbove deponont swore orth ond pffixcd hercto |
his signoeturc ond scel in thc presonce of the Witncss. |
j ' scric datc, - i
ét the séme placoe. : * - ;
witnoss: (signed) Eﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ}i;ggfggggg_(aoal) 2 %

Q/LTH

3 § -
: In cccordonce with ry conscicnce T sweer to tell the whole truth

yvithholding nqﬁ&}ng end odding nothing.

o
P
ol

/37 SINO, TCTEQE_(BeHl)
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TRANSYATTON CTRTTIFIC
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(™

T, william 7. Clarse, Ol 1€ D3Icn:s
hercby certify thas The PLre roing
the above cerciy<rubte 1lg, hLo cuc BI85
belief, a correci L,/706 LdTL00 ané is e38 i

to the meaning c¢f ©ne criglual CLOURCNT.

gy *
/3, Willlam

Tokyo, Japan

Date 1 May 1947.

Tanzuage Branch,
-1 n described in

7 kauwledge and

nesr as possible

w. Clark (seal)
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