i - l—r-lh‘. —— -
B = - .

permenent residence and status; FUKUI prefecture -  Nobility. f.
pate of birth; 12 November 1893. |
Name; MATSUDAIRA, yasumesa - pRachelor of laws - Marquis

Former status;

FoOr'mer Name;

29 merch 1905; @raduated from the ordinary course of the Primary gchool of the Tokyo
Eigher Normal School.
30 March 1907, graduated from the Higher Primery School of the same.
31 yerch 1912, graduated from the Middle School of the same.
31 march 1916; graduated from the peers' School, Senior pepartment, rirst Section.
1 July 1916; mntered the KYOTO Tmperial yniversity, A Law pepartment, administration
and economics courses. . '
5 July 1919, pessed the pachelor of laws Examination in the same pniversity, the same
pepartment.
12 yovember 1913; (Oonferred with the 5th court Rank, Junior grade, by the Ministry of
the Tmperial Household.
12 pugust 1919, conferred with the 5th Court rank, Senior grade, by the Ministry of the
Tmperial jousehold.
1 pecember 1920; Enlisted as & one-year volunteer in the 3rd Infantry Regiment, Tmperial

guards.
30 yovember 1921; Released upon expiration of his term of service,
. v » , Appointed a sergeant, Intendance.

1 April 1922; Given non-regular duty as politieal science instructor at the MEIJI
vniversity by MEIJI yniversity.
1 April 1923; Given non-regular duty &s political science instructor at the NIFPPON
tniversity by NIFPON pniversity. -
31 parch 1924; Commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, Intendance.
1 yuly 1924; Appointed an assistant professor at MEIJI pniversity by MEIJI pniversity.
20 August 1924; Wwent abroad to atudy political science in England end France. Returned
to Japen in November, 1928.
5 pecember 1927; Conferred with the 4th Court, Junior grade, by the Ministry of the
Imperial Household.
1 pecember 1928; Appointed & professor at MEIJI pniversity by MEIJI tmiversity.
15 pecember 1930; Appointed & peer upon succeeding to the headship of his family. &Y
the Ministry of the Imperial Household.
. J * ; PBecame & member of the House of Peers.
9 Nyovember 1932; Appointed a member of the Rice Control Tnquiry Commission by the cabinet.
30 geptember 1933: Appointed & member of the peers' School Board of Trustées.by the
yinistry of the Tmperial Household.
2 yuly 1934; conferred with tne 4th Court rank, Senior grade,
1934; The post of member of the Rice Control Inquiry commission aboiished in accordance
B with Tmperial Ordinance No. 256.
| 1 September 1934; Appointed a member of tne 1nquiry commission on Rice Policy by the
Ga;.nat. Abolished in accardance with Tmyerial yrdinance NO. 22 of
1936. .
8 August 1935; Appointed a member of the Tnquiry comuission on weights and Measures by
\ the Cabinet.
29 April 1934: Decorated with wne Imperial grder of the Sacred W“:[‘m' 4th class, for
services in the 1931-1934 Incident. - [ Hou 3
13 June 1936; Appointed chief private secretary to thoI - schel %""kr'
given ihe second rank of the Higher civil Service by the Ministry of the
Tmperial ;;ousehold. :
13 v *» ; Given the second salary grade by the yinistry of the Imperial pousehold.
13 July * ; Released from membership in the Inquiry comuission on Weights and Measures
at own request by the Cabinet. - |
%g ;uui.; i.;)%; Docor::;d with the Tmperial Order of the 3acred Treasure, 3rd (lass.
: Promo to the first rank of the Righer Ccivil gerv
|h the Tmperial Household. miifh C gervice by the Ministry of
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15 July 1940, Conferred with the
19 october 1940,

29 April 1940, Decorated with

10 April 1945, Given the first sal
2} November 1945; The post

abolished in accordance wi
n ] n

Ordinance Division/, the Tmperial yousehold Ministry
Given the firgt rank

of tne Higher Civil servige by the Imperial :
Household Ministry,
17 Januery 1946, Abpointed pirectop of the RBureauy of Peera

ge and Heraldry,
Glven the first rank

of the Higher givil Service by the Ministry of the
Imperial HOuseholdqd,.
25 January 1946; Appointed g

udget committes by the Ministry of - i he
Imperial Household,
5 Oectober 19465, Appointed acting di

Imperial Household .
! Appointed a member of the budget committee by the ministry of the
Imperial Housenold,
: Released frop

the Peerg: School by
I the Imperia} Household,
7 March 1947; ordered to serve

Ministry of the jmperia} nousehold.
by the miuis &'y of the
Specialiy accorded trea

Imperial Household,
tment bofitting the SHINNIN rank,
Abpointed ghief of the g
M
2May 1947; Tmperial

rector of the Peers' school by the ministry of the

18 yctoper

3 May 1947, Abpointed ap g

APpPointed chief of
23 April 1947, Appointed (hief of the Main 14
> cuncurrently. a
Peerage apq neraldry, by




GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
FAR EAST COMMAND
Militery Intelligence section, General Staff ' . B
Civil Intelligence Section :

General Activities

APO 500
17 September 1947

SUBJECT; HATSWAIRA, Yasumasa, Meraquis

SUEMMARY OF INFORMATION

sddressy No. 911, Yoyogi Nishihare, Shibuye-ku, Tokyo=t 0.

Borng 12 November 1893.

gradueted from College of Politicel Science, Kyoto

Mer 1914 =~
Imperisal University.

Aug 1924, =~ Sent sbroad to Englend and France to study Political

| Science,
i Dec 1930 = succeeded his father as Merquis, Appointed member of
House of Peerse

Sep 1933 = Appointed Councillor of Peer's School.

- Appointed Chief secretary to the Grend Keeper of the

¢ Jun 1936
| Privy Sea le

Section of

- Appointed Chief of Inner Court Document

Nov 1945
Board o Chamberleins.

Jen 1946 =~ Appointed president of Peerage Bureéu.
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EieT
THE UNITED STATSS OF AMERICA, et al

—VS—

ARAXT Sadao, et al
- Defendants -

---——-—--—.-—

| MATSUDATIRA YASUMASA
b R —— e

Having first duly sworn an oath

in accordance with the procedure prevailing
I hereby depose as follows:

ls i had known WMr, 320 Shigenori before I becane
private secretary to the Lopd Keeper of the Pri

te s Seal, in
ﬁBichiﬁosffrhﬁ‘I*Hﬁﬁﬁea from Jine 1936 £111 Tovember 1 AS.
iy acquaintance with ir ., NOTEe 1NLimat 't

T5z8 became mors IHETn: e after he
| assumed the Foreign Winistarship in the T5 j

5 C'ﬂbiﬂEtn
2. On 6 \pril 1945 idmipral Suzuki received a
order to form a cabinat. Ag T was informed that the Addmiral

had asked Mr. Topg5 to accept the Forsim portfolio, but that
Mr. Togd -was hesitating to accept the offer,

‘ I called on him
on 2 April at his resldence in Azabu and expressed the desirse
th he g On that oc-

n Imperial

A9 desirous of
terminating the war ang that he and the idmrial were in agree-
| ment in principle in that respesct but that whersas he believed
that it was extremely difficult to continue the war and that
f 1t must be terminated S Soon as possible, the Admiral thought
b that it could
N

, depending on circumstances,
three yzars more; and that so long as

talned different opinions on thisg point, they could not sgree
, on the high policy regarding -the wap:

l

‘ and that he could not
accept the Forzim portfolio under such circumstances. T there-

P upon told him that the oplnion of Admira

| as I hag observed, was not necesss

( 1t was desired that Iip. T3r0 shoul
| enlighten the Admiral in

be continued two or
he and the Admiral enter-

| that he neea_ﬁﬁt“WGrfyféaauf’fﬁe'péInt't * and .
| t hée shourd contritbute his strength to
S I desired lir . TO9x5 to assume tHs
; could not be terminated in the
domestic circumstances then prevailing ' -—]
P determination aven to

1sk his 1life, as well 1s subariar brilliance, and that T fj
could not fing Ay such candidate for the post other than Mr,

[ 080, 48 I reported the conversation with hp, T3e3 te Lerd
eeper of the EPivy~S§al dido, the latter tolg
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:;Tﬁ;adCQ}déncéhwith my conscience I swear to tell the
whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing. :

Matsudaira iasumasa (seal)

e 2 »

-

On this 18th day of February, 19L7 3

Aﬁ'Internatiﬁnél Military Tribunal
- for the Far Ekast '

Ty .

Depdnent: Matsudalra Yasumasa (seal) -

I, Kato Denjiro, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signa-
ture and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

-

In the same date

At the same place
- Witness: Katd Denjird (seal)

-
& i

Transiatiog Ceptificgte

-

L =

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the defense, hereby certify that I
am cohversant with the English and Japanesa languages, and that
the foregoing translation is, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, a correct translation of the original document.

-

iy R, T _ | Nishi Haruhiko (seal)

”HTokij./' " e L '
‘1l April 1947 . T,




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD

3 October 1947

HIROTA

MATSUDAIRA - Direct

Page
30020

30025

30026

30027

,
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* DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa |/
BY MR. HANAI .

—— g . -

The witness identified and verified Exhibit
3292 as his affidavit.

* The affidavit stated that the witness was
Chief Secretary under Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal
KIDO from June 1936 to November 1945, and learned
many things ex-officio from the Lord Keeper or others
as to the progress of the senlor statesmen's meetlng
and the State Councillors held in the presence of the
Emperor. He often had opportunity to call on HIROTA
by the orders of the Lord Keeper or to sit with him
at various meetings, In most of these cases, he
told the witness with regard to the Cabinet that
there was a necessity of adjusting the eccentric
way of the military and there was no other way but
to have military leaders occupy responsible posi-
tions and assume * the helm of state with a strict
control over the military, and that civil statesmen
lacked such capacity. As to the Imperial Head-
quarters, its constitution should be enlarged by
appointing senior statesmen to its staff instead
of constituting it exclusively with military and

naval officers.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. HOZUMI
Council for KIDO

Reference was made to the affidavit where
the witness stated there was no other way to adjust
the eccentric ways of the military than to have
military leaders occupy responsible posis. Asked 1if
HIROTA was one of the senior statesmen wnen he
expressed this opinion, the witness said that he
heard from HIROTA as such. * At that time the wit-
ness was Chief Secretary to Lord Keeper KIDO and
he reported HIROTA's opinion to KIDO. He had met
HIROTA prior to the statesmen's conference on 17
October 1941 and knew he entertained this opinion.

The witness did not recall whether KIDO
only listened to HIROTA's opinion or spoke of 1t.

“ . -_._- e p— = = . — B —— . = — p— 2 — — = - - = - —
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al ( pe
| AR IDAYIT
~Vg- (
( of
ARAKI, Sadao, et al : ( | MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa

l. I, MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa, make oath and say as follows:

2+ The contents of this affidavit are based on facts within
my own knowledge and on conversetions I have had with various
people &s hereinsfter set forth.

3. I was born in Tokyo in 1893, I greduated frqmpPeers
School in 1912 and from the Imperial University of Kyoto Teisho 8a
After graduating from college I became a lecturer at Meiji
University. On graduating fron college1I was a8 lecturer of political
sclence and European political Philosophy at Meiji University fou
épproximately 15 years. During this time I traveled in Europe,
spending two years in Znglsend end two years in France, In 1930 when
I sucoceeded to my father's title I also became & Member of the House
of Peers. In June, 1936, when Maerquis Kido resigned as Chief
Secretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy leal I was appointed his

Tsuneo. Upon the recomwendetion of Prince Saionji, Baron Hareda
and Merquis Kido, I served as Chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper
of the Privy Seal, Yuasa, Kurehei, until June 1, 1940, and
continued in this capacity as Chief Secretary to Marquis Kido until
November 24, 1945,

e I first met Merquis Kido at Peers School and became better
acquainted with him when we were in the Imperial University of Kyoto,
Merquis Kido succeeded to his father's title and became a Member of

the House of Peers in 1917 and when I joined the House of Peers in

- 3450
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1930 I became even more intimate with him. We have been extremely -
friendly all these years and I have had en excellent opportunity to
observe his work, sbility, character and reputation from my intimate
association with him end from working with him. While I was Chief
gecretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal I became well
acquainted with the historical backgrbund of the of%fce of the Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal and the duties &nd functions of the Lord
Keeper., Prior to the Meiji Restoration of 1868, the Lord Keeper

of the Privy Seal (Nai Daijin) had official duties to perform but
with the pessage of time his office becaﬁe a mere sinecure, It
remeined only in name. After the Meiji Restoration of 1868 Prince
sanjo, Senetomi, who had rendered meritor ous service tO the state
in connection with the politicel reform, WasS appointed Nai Deijin
(Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal) in 1885, the oftice being
resusitated specially for him, It was & mere honorary post.
Following his death, Prince Tokudaiji, Grend Chamberlsin, was con=
surrently appointed Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel in 1891.

5, The present Emperor assumed regency while very young. It
was deemed necessary therefore to offer proper political guidance
to him as the Prince Regent. In deference to the strong advocacy
in evidence since the Meiji Restorastion of 1868 tﬁat the Imperial
Court were clearly distinguished Iron the government, 1t wes deemed
improper for the Minister of the Imperisl Household to offer such |
guidance to thé Prince Regent. MNor would it be proper for a minister
of staté to engage in a court job because it would lead to the
sntroduction of politics to the Imperial Court. The law govérning "
the creation of the Office of Lord EKeeper of the Privy Seal
stipulated thaet the Lord Keeper should offer Joji Hohitsu to the
Emperor which meens the of fering of advice to the Emperor from time
to time by ettending on His Majesty constently. In consequence the

Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal wes called upon to take charge of this
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job of advising the Prince Regent politically and this confinued 4
after he became Emperori

6. Extra court affairs, th§£ is, political affairs, started
to become conmnplicated both natibnally and internationally about
this time so that something was needed by way of liaison between
the Emperor and the cebinet. Thus circumstances both in and out of_
the Imperial Court called upon the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal té
of fer his Joji Hohitsu t0 the Emperoi from time to time on politicgl
matters. This political advice was offered to the Emperor prior t§-
any political sction on his part so that the Jmperor could make y
" suggestions prior to definite action by responsible government
officials but when the government had made a decision pursuant to
the provisions of constitutional government, the Emperor abided by
those decisions and the Lord ieeper of the Privy Seal was prohibilted
from interfering with those decisions. It has been strongly and
consistently demsnded since the Meiji Restoration of 1868 that &
clear line of demarcation be drawn between the Imperial Court to
which the Lord l.eeper of the Privy Seal belonged, and the governme. U,
The result has been thet the official duties of the Lord Keeper of
the Privy Seal as established by the law pertaining to his offics,
which law is a.part of thet governing the organization of the
Depertment of the Imperial Houséhold, were performed along those
lines. The Lord Keeper is not empowered to take action aegainst or
interfere with those government officsiels whose responsibility was
fixed under legel provisions and he had no legal responsibility
. therefor. The Lord i.eeper, being appointed by the Emperor, was a
sourt of ficial pure and simple and was responsible solely to His
Ma jesty, the Emperor.

7. In addition to Joji Hohitsu,the lLord Keeper of the Irivy
Seal also had the duty of taking custody of the privy end state
seals. When documents were sent to the office of the Lord Keeper he

could not refuse to affix the privy or state seals to them if they
...3...
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were sanctioned by the Emperor with the condit ions stipulated in

koshikirei all fulfilled, He was not authorized t0 make critical
conments on the contents of the documents. He was only empowered
to examine whether the conditions for affixing the privy or state
seals were legally fulfilled by the documents in question.

8, Due to changing cord itions during the past twenty ye&rs

a new duty devolved upon the Lord Keeper, that of recommending a
new Prime Minister in the event of a cabinet change. Originally it

was not the job of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,

9. The following historical development wes related to me
by Prince Saionji, Count Mekino, Mr.'Yuasa,'{urahei, Marquis Kido,
Baron Herada and othersi

10. At every Csbinet change, the Emperor first used to
inquire of the Genro about & succeeding Prime Minister. The Genro .
was defined to be a man who rendered outstanding services to the
state by personally taking an active part in the Meiji Restoratios
and the subsequent political reforms, and who was granted a messag .
by the Emperor, asccording special treatment dué to Genro. At first
there were several Genro or Elder Statesmen, but with the passage
of time, they dled one arter another in quick succession. The
vacancies, thus caused, could not be filled up, due to the above-
mentioned definition of the Genro. finally, Prince Saionji became
the only surviving Genro. When he advanced in'age, Prince Saionji
was living at Okitsu. As he experienced growing difficulty in
coming up to Tokyo every time he received an Imperial inquiry, he
declined the honor to be inquired by the Emperor about & succeeding
Prime Minister at & Cebinet change. Therefore, His Ma jesty inquired
of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal about a succeeding Prime |
Minister, but in reply, Count Makino, then the Lord Keeper of the ]
Privy Seal stated that it would be proper for His Ma jesty to inquire

of the CGenro about & succeeding Prime Linister, because he believed

-l -
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that Prince saionji had intelligence enough to judge the home and
foreign situstion. In eccordance with the reply of the Lord KeeperT
of the Privy Seal, the Emperor 1ﬁquired of Prince SAIGNii; Genro
about a succeeding Prime Minister. As Prince SAIONJI, Genro had

already declined the honor to be asked by the Emperor ebout a
succeeding Prime Minister, on the ground of growing difficulty
experienced by him in coming up to Tokyo, first, the Grand Chamberlai';
and leter, the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal made inquiry of the

Genro, in pursuance of Imperial request. After seeking the Genro's

view, he returned to Tokyo and reported it to the Throne. In case

¢he Lor: ~ "~~ar of the Privy Seal was prevented by some unavoidable
circumsteiices Irui. _ “~ rkitsu, His Chief Secretary visited
the Genro Tfor him. This practiuc *~~am Count Makino's

1t1m5 until the middle pert of Mr. YUASA's tenu..

;Lord‘Keeper of the Privy Seal, But Prince SAIONJI, Genro,

etitioned the Emperor to releese him from the responsibility for
~eplying to Imperisl inquiries on the ground that he lost his
sonfidence in his replies, as he not only further adv;nced in age,

1t his continued residence at Okitsu for a long time kept him out

)f touch with the actusl situation. His Majesty was gracious enough
0 consider his petition sympathetically, so that whenhPrince
KONQYE tendered his resignation to the Throne together with the
rssignation of his first Cabinet, His Mejesty inquired of the Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal YUASA, about a succeeding Prime Minister.
In order to enable the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal tb make & mature
judgment and also assist him, the Emperor added in inquiring of the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel about & succeeding Prime Minister that
18 ahould-submit his reply to the Throns after consu}ting the Genro. 4

This practice was since kept up until the Genro's passing away. In

sonsequence, lr. YUASA, Kurehei, then Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,




- - ) - } - ——
~

QBfens! DO%, <503

ax-Premier's end the President of the Privy Counci] and had

qxchanges of views with them, after which he proceeded to the Genro.
After consulting the Genro, he submitted his reply to the Throne )
on his own responsibility. Both Baron Harada and Marquis Kido told "
1ma thet the idea of the Lord Keeper seeking advice from SenloT

Statesmen end then maeking a reoommandation to the Throne originated
from.Prince SATIONJI. It was generally understood from custom that

1f his reply to the Imperial inquiry led to bad results, ?he Lord

Keeper was not responsible therefor, because the responsibility of
the scts of the Prime Minlster were assumed by the Prime Minister
when he took office and he was legally responsible for his own
conduct of state affairs as provided in the Constitution. The
responsibility of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal disappeared the
moment he submitted his reply to the Throné and it was accepted by
His Me jesty. Should the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal forfeit
Imperial confidence as the result of his reply to the Imperial
inquiry, and which later proved unfortuneste, he would not be per-
mitted to stay in his post any longer. Hence the Lord Keeper of the
privy Seal was responsible to the Emperor alone.

"N 11, Even before Msrquis KIDO became Lord Keeper of the rrivy
Seal on June 1, 1940, he and I hed discussed on several occasions
the best method of procedure to be followed for the recommendation
of & Prime Minister at & cabinet change. I recall that in June, 193i
we agreed that it would be better for the Lord Keeper to hold a '5
conference with the Senior Statesmen and obtain their views rather -
than a procedure whereby the Lord Keeper would interview each of
them separately. He told me at that time and I agreed with him

that this method of procedure would eliminate speculation, rumors

and malicious propagenda which would lead to political unrest as it

was a danger that the Lord Keeper might be engaging in politics 1if

he saw each of the ex-Premiers separately. Furthermore, by

S
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btaining their views in conferemce it would be possible to discuss
11 the fagts objectively and the Senior Statesmen would be able to

benefit from one another's views., V/e both further thought that no

/ote should be taken st the conference but that all the views of all
he Senior Statesmen should befsubmitted to the Throne together with

the Lord Keeper's recomnmendation. This was the procedure which

Marquis KIDO followed when he became Lord Keeper and in the one

instance where there was & Cabinet change while Marquis KIDO was

Lord Keeper and while Prince SAIONJI was still alive I obtained

Prince SAIONJI's recommendatien and views on the succeeding Prime

Minister and reported them to Marquis KIDO. This was on the

ozcasion of the resignation of the YONAI Cabinet and the commence-

ment of the 2nd KONOYE Cebinet in July, 1940.
12.

lations of the office of the Lord Keeperg Of the Privy Seal prior

to MErquis KIDO is necessary. The politicel strife of recent years

in Japen involved a sharp controversy between the militarists and the

liberalists. The militarists @imed at governing Jepan as a self-

complaisant eand self-important Japan--nationalists, whereas the

diberalists aimed at administering Japen &8s an international Japan--

ipternationalists, ~Within the militaristic nationalist group there

were two factions, each seeking to eliminate the other and seize

control of the government., Prince SAIONJI, whom I knew very well,

wes the leader of the liberalists, - On meny occasions he talked to

me about the necessity of maintaining international peace and the

necessity of Jepan's Government being conducted strietly in

« 2cordance with the Constitution. I knuw Prince SAIONJ I submitted

in accordance

with those ideas snd that His Me jesty readily followed his advice

w) g Teu
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;and understood the -Prince's p?litical principies.
13, The groﬁp, which enjoyed Prince SAIONJI's trust and was
on good terms Wifh the Prince was headed by Count ﬁAKINO and
included Mr. YUASA, Kurehei, who succeeded the Count as Lord Keeper .
of the Privy Seal, - Prince SAIONJI trusted Prince KONOYE and Marquis
KIDO of the rising generation and took trouble to extend guidanée to
theh. I ﬁnow this from my contact &and conversa;ionu with chose ,
people and also from Prince SAIONJI's private secretary, Baron

HARADA. All of these men who advocated peaceful relations between

L IR TR RSN TRea——

nations and internationalism es nationel policies in general and

pursued a pro-Western policy as & definite measure for the realize-

tion of those general policies were invariably excluded by the Army
which was opposed to such polisiés. Hence they found themselves
exposed to the danger of assassinations at various incidents,
including the May fifteenth and Februery twenty-sixth incidents.

s Attempts were made on the life of Count MAKINO several times;
Viscount SAITO, who succeeded him.as*Lord Keeper of the Privy .oeal,
fell a victim to the dagger of an assassin, Assassinétion of Mr,
YUASA, Kuraheil, who sucbeeded Viscount SAITO as Lord Keeper of the

| Privy Seal was aettempted several times, though they failed. Plots

Q; end attempts éo kill Marquis KIDO weré made on three occasions,
February 26, 1936, July 5, 1940, and August 15, 16, 1945. Cases of
malicious propaganda against them.as;well as plots on their lives,

were too many to be enumerated here. It may not be necessary to

'recapitulate them either, especially since they are widely known. In
addition to those who were very close to Prince SAIONJI, Jjust

referred to, others who were regarded as Prince SAIONJ1's friends,
sharing in the Prince's political principles were either assassinatad

1 or exposed to the denger of assassination. The salient cases in ~

point were Viscount K..TAKAHASHI, who was killed and Admiral OKADA,

| who was attacked,
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i4e The ﬁmporor was like-minded as Prince SAIONJI, the Genr5§
In view of the fact thet the Army and ultra-rightist groups had |
gteadily enoroaahad'on the political fiel@, the only surviving Ganra
prince SAYONJI intendad to make the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal to
act as bulw;rk against or deterrent upon dictatorship, espoused by ?F
the Army &nd others. This accounts for meticulous care taken DY thg
Prinee in choosing the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. All successiy‘
ford Keepers of the Privy Seal were chosen by him for this specific;l
purpose. vinen I had en interview with Prince SAIONJI, I heard this
from him at firat hande, Not only that it may be also clear from '
the fast that the successive Lord Keepers of the Privy Sesal,
including MAKINO, Sﬁlwo;'YUASA and KIDO, became targets of attack by
the so-caelled young military officers and ultra- -rightists since the*
sountry was gripped by political unrest. Further judging by telks :
which I hed with Prince SAIONTI, Count MAKINO and others from time %
to time, 1t was clesar that Merquis KIDO was trusted as most capable!
chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy -eal, which post '
then waes held by Count MAKINO and that the Merquis vigorously _
assisted his superlors along lines of this policy. At thet time, h;
studied the political situstion in close touch with Baron HARADA,

Prince SAIONJI1's private gecretary and Prince KONOYE. I rescall thal

iq

member of the House of Peers &S T was, I frequently met and had
exchanges of V1eWws with Merquis KIDO, chief Secretary tO the Lord
. Keeper of the Privy Seal, Baron HARADA, end Prince KONOYE.
15, It was during the March incident of 1931 and the
venchurian incident that cotivities of part of the Army end ultra-
- rightist groups first came to the fore in the political field, havi:

ruyr-reaching effects on Jepan's trend, later. T recall that Merqul.

KIDO reminiscently told me about 1t ye&ars later as followss

_9...
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"ihen I became Chief Secretary to the Lord'Keeper of
the Privy Seal, Count MAKINO, big affeirs such as the
Merch incident and the Manchurian incident cropped up one
after another in quick succession within six months of my
assumption of office. The March incident failed but we
attached extreme importance to it, because 1t was & fore=~
runner of the Army's attempts gt launching on the political
field to carry out national reforms, We thought it was 8
very serious affair, Therefore, T had talks with Prince
KONOYE, Baron HARADA, privaete secretary to Prince SAIONJI,
end others about it so es to stop it on the one hand aud
on the other, place politics on normal 'tracks', Under
guidence of Princse SAIONJI, I worked hard together with
Prince KONOYE end others nov only to accomplish this by
guiding the Army &S much as possibie so as to prevent 1t
from going to extremes, while taking up positions opposed
to the situation, but also tO strengthen political power
for party politicians, that is, to ensure sound deveiopment
for constitutional government. Incident after inciaent
which cropped up later in quick succession, nowever, fast
sgdded to the Army's power, with the result that we failed

‘'~ carry out our original plan to our great regret.”

16. During the February 26th incident, Viscount SaIT0, Lord

Keeper of the Privy seal under whom Marquis KIDO served as Chief

secretsry, was assassinated, end Admiral OKADA, then Prime Minister

was also first thought to have shared the same fate. This called
upon Merquis KIDO to meke extreordinary efforts to avert further
trouble which he did pursuant to Imperisl wishes. AsS &I aftermath
of the incident, NMr, YUASA, Kurahei, then Minister of the Imperial
Household, was appointed Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. This
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necessitated the choice of a new Minister of the Imperial Household,

Shortly after Mr. LATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo was chosen as Minister of the
TImperial Househnld in 1936 Merquis KIDO told me to the following

effect:
wTt was I who recommended Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo

to the Throne as succeeding Minister of the Impsrisal
Household and urged him to accept the offer. I was

actuated by the burning desire to keep the Imperial
Court et least free from infiltration of Army influences."

17. Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo, hed just returned home from

Bnglend, where he represented Japan as Ambassador. He was also

diplomatic envoy toO the United States of America, and was branded by

the Armw as a pro-British and & pro-American 1eader., Marquis KIDO'&

moral courege in recoumending him to the Throne as Minister of the

Imperial Household in the midst of pressure from the Army cennot be
too highly estimated. I recall that it frequently became the topic
of conversation later when I had chats with Prince KONOYE »nd Baron

EARADA. Both of them paid high tributes to Merquis KIDO for his

moral courage of no mean order in recoamending Mr. MATSUDAIRA, TsuneQ

to the Throne &as Vinister of the Imperial Household,

18. After I became Chief JSecretary to YUASA, Kurahel, the

) was appointed President

f.ord Keeper of the Privy Seal, Marquis KI

of the Bureau of Peerage in the Imperieal Household Department. In

October, 1937, several months after the first KONOYE Cabinet was

formed, the Marquis joined the Cabinet and becane Minister of

Fducation as successor 1O LT. YASUI, who resigned. Falling back on

my pest connections with the Marquis, I was in touch with him to

gether informstion about the Cebinet. On many occasions he told me

he was paying the most serious thought to termination of hostilities

with China at the earliest possible opportunity, greatly worried

When he was

about the incessant extension of the China Affair.
o 5 >
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offered the portfolio of.Education; he told me that he qig not like
to join a war oabinet, but he decided to join the Cabinet iﬁ
compliance with Prince KONOYT's importunate request to put forth his
efforts for restoration of bedce with China as memberp of the Cabinqﬁ.
Prince KONOYE slso told me to the same effect, |
19+ Merquis KIDo Joined the‘HIRAEUmn Cabinet of 1939 as
Minister of Hdms Affairs. This Cabinet was troubled so much with
the question of strengthening the Tripartite Anti-Comintern Pact,
that it wsas rumorsed to collapse from time to time. I was in close
touch with Merquis XIpo 8% that time, Inesmush 8s Le was not a
constituent member of the Five~-Minister conf'erence, however, to
which the question was referred, the Mbrqﬁis W8S not much acquainted
with the contents of the Question, so that I was not able to obtain

much information from‘him. The Five-Minister conference met scores

Tripertite Anti-Comintern Pact. The inevitable result was that anp
alarming situstion was created from the viéwpoint Of meintenance of
peace~and order. In coﬂsequence, I'recall tlat Marguis KIDO in his
cépacity of Home Hinister Was greatly worried. He thought that the
question must be handled most tectfully; because in case the Cabinet
collapsed due tO'this’question, t hy éntagonism between the ~rmy and a
Navy would come up to surface, causiﬁg unrest to the beople; while
should the Senior Stetesmen and Other lesaders be wWiped out by
terroristic géctions, the country would be rlunged into a state of
anarchy and disturbance, when it might be most probably come under
the reign of eXtremists. I recall that he géve this question
serious thought. When &n anti-British ang anti-American agitation
broke out &bout thet time, the Marquis in his capacity of Home
Minister controlled it through orders ang directions to the Chief
i =1 ey
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of the Metropolitan Police Bureau and Director of Police Affeirs .

in the Home Ministrys. The msasure, taken by him, however, was
critizized by both those opposed to the extremists and the Army &as ,
well.as by the pro—ﬁritisn and pro-Aﬁarican people, but his real

intentions may be clearly seen from what was mentioned above, Both

faotions denounced him. One faction seid he was too lenient, the
other said he wes too strict. I heard from Marquis iNOUYE, Saburo,
that in 1938 when he visited Germany &s cultural envoy, von

i Ribbentrop, German Minister of‘Foreign Affairs in en interview with

him, cited Marquis KIDO as one nf the leadling pro-British and pro-
American statesmen in Japan.

20, In 1940 when Mr. YUASA resigned as Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal on account of ill health, Merquis KIDO was appointed Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal in succession to him. Prior to Marquis
KIDO's appointment, Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo, then Minister of the
Imperisl Household, who was responsible for recommending a
succeeding Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel to the Throne, invited it
to express'my opinion to him on the question of the succeeding Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seel., He slso told me to seek the view of
Prince SAIONJI, the Genro. Accordingly, I spoke with Baron HARLDA,
private secretery of Prince SAIONJI, several times in Tokyo on this

(uestion., After ascertaining thut the Prince, who was in Okitsu,

rr

recommended Marquis KIDO as succseecding Lord Keeper of the Irivy Seel,
I reported to Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Minister of the Imperiq} Househdld to
that effect. I understood from Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Minister of the
Imperiél Household; thet the Minister of the Imperial Household,
sought the views of Mr. YUASA, Kurshei, outgoing Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal, who was confined to bed and Prince KONOYE too, who all
recozmended Marquis KIDO &s succeeding Lord Keeper of the Irivy Seal,
I know of no militery leaders who endorsed Marquis KIDO for this

position. I know of none of the accused who either endorsed him or

o N




disappbinted manner,

22, True to his Official duties to offer Joji hohitsy or

counsel to the Emperor from time to time,

Ministers of State, including the ~rime linister.

23. Advice Oon the o

-~

is foered by the H_igh Comand.
by the Lord Keeper of the Privy s
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asked by the Emperor to offer_poungel to the Throne. What could be
fhe affairs, then, on which the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was
called uponito offer counsel to the Zmperor? He was called upon to
offer counsel to His Ma jesty on his mental attitude. Put in other
rwords, he was expected to offer advice to the Emperor on the question
as to how to operate the various responsible organs under him as |
constitutionel monarch. The Emperor of Japen is a constitutional
monarch. ' Setting easide constitutional provisions, the Japanese

; constitutional monarchy was in fact patterned after that of'England.
Prince SAIONJI told me that guidance which he offered to the present
Emperor was made along those lines. The Emperor,’too, was intent |
upon observing this constitutionsl tradition intently. His thesty.
personally visited England; while the Prince of Connaught, fhe
Prince of Wales, the Duke of Gloucester, and others paid visits to
the Emperor since the Meiji era. There was a cordiasl exchange of
aourtesies'between the Japanese Imperisl family and the British
Royel family. And the Emperor deeply appreciated the warm friend-
ship, shown by the British Royal family and people to the Japanese
Imparial femily and peopls,

2L. Marquis KIDO teld ms thet et the outbreak of the Pacific

War, the IEmperor told to Prime Linister T030 to the following effectt

iz

"I have not yet forgotten hospitelity and kindness

shown to me by the English Royal family when I visited

England end also warm friendship, manifested by the.

British people to.me: It grieves me to go to war with them."

25, Mentelly end politically treined as he is, the Emperor
attaches impﬁrtance to fixing of responsibility himself, so that in
his talks with the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seel or seeking the
latter's views of counsel, His Majesty peid scrupulous care not to

go beyond his official duties. I know of no instance where Marquis
KIDO on his part ever went beyond the province of his official duties

ol L5
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as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seals It may be recapitulated that

| Marquis KIDO offered his dounsel.to the Zmperor on His Majesty's
mental ettitude or line of action prior to the commission of

polit ical action. I will refrain ffom.feferring'to the theoretical
aspect of the matter, as it is fully discussed by Dr. SASAKI,
Snichi, Professor of the Kyoto Impefial University, in his article.
For facilitating a practical understending of;phe question, however,

d-‘ﬁ-u.

let me give an explanation with some instancesi
26. The Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal used to have an
! audience with the Emperor almost every day of recent years, When
| Count MAKINO became Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal he first did nhot
‘ attend office ever& day. When some importent affair occurred, he
used to be summoned to the Imperiesl Court. Then he proceedéd to the
l: Palace to have an audience with the Emperor. GCenerally speaking,
k the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was more frequently summoned to
the Palace since the May 15th incident; so that later Mr. YUASS,

Kurahei, nearly every day attended office and had an audience will

the Emperor from the very beginning of his assumption of of fice as
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. But those audiences were private
interviews, so that the Emperor would never order & Minister of State
to execute the contents of those interviews, nor would the Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seal advise the Ehperor to execute his own
private views, While I was Chief Secretary tb YUASA, Kurahei,

Iord Keeper of the Privy Seal, I know from con#ersetions wi%h him

that he sometimes submitted his own private views to the Throne for

T "’fr"""-"""—‘——v- — T
&

the purpose af helping the Emperor grasp the political situation
both at home end abroad and so that he could understand what was sub~-
mitted by a Minister of State to the Throne or mentally prepare
himself for psssing proper judgment., As & metter of fact, therefore,
a Minister of State prior to or after his audience with the

Emperor often called on YUASA, Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, to

R




Défense Doc. 2503

explain his report to the Emperor for the purpose of amplifying it
or deepening the Lord Keeper's understanding of it. But such &n
explonation, given by a Minister of State to the Llord Keeber of the
rrivy Seal was done for his own convenience, and was not called for
by any legal provisions.

27. When Merquis KIDO was eppointed Lord Keeper of the Priv?
Seal I continued as Chief Seoretary and in accordance with the dutiles -
of -my off;oe I used to obtain information from,various sourcés and
réport to him so that He'would be advised of what was-transpiring.
This was necessary so that he'wouldfbé well informed in the event
thaet the Emperor asked him any questions on current matters. The
following is an account of the principle évents which'took nlace
while Merquis KIDO was Lord Keeper of the Zrivy Seal,

28, In June, 1941, I received information that there was a

poséibility thet war would break out soon between Germeny &nd

Russia. &t that time I had several conversations with lMarquis K
discussing Foreign Minister MATSUOKA's intention to advocéte &
military expedition sgeinst Russia as well as an advance to southern
regions. Ve were both very nwuch distdrbed.about.this.

29, After word ves received on June 22, 1941, that Gernsny
had commenced war against Russia, & certain section of the military
oconmenced advocéting an advance on Russia by Japan. We were all
fearful that such & course would be pursued. Liaison conferences_
were held continuously discussing this question. Incidental to
this quéstion of & peaceful advarce toward the south, I kept Marquis
KIDO informed of the progress of the liaison conferences although 1
never aﬁtended eny of these conferences. Finally, ou July 2, 1941,
an Imperial Conference was held. I was informed &t that time that
Prinoe KONOYE wes successful in dissuading the military from pro-
ceeding against Russis and that Jepan vwould endeavor to advance in

the southern regions through diplomﬂtifz means, I informed Msrquis

o ¥
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KIDO of the foregoing decision of the Imperial Gonference. 1 was not
e g e -.- ."“‘ % ¢ - *‘*‘ 3 I

informed at that time that there had been a decisi®h ‘in tha Imperial

Conference that preparations for a war with England and America would

be carried forwerd in the event that the diplomatic relations broke.

-

down,

"

30, Foreign Minister MATSUCKA's policy continued to be an-

enigme to us. I had a telephone conversation with Prince KONOYE at
1:30 o'clook in the morning of July 15.. The substance of this con-
versation was that MATSUOﬁA was puréuing a policy‘Which.would inter-
fetfe with the success of AmericanaJapanese'df;f%ﬁgfid‘negotiations
and that contrary to KONOYE's instructions the Foreign Minister had
sent & cable to Ambassador NOMURA reje~ting Secretary Hull's oral
statement and he did not submit eny compromise suggestions to

Ambassador NOMURA: At 2 ofclock in the morning of July 15

TRRAZAKI, Chief of the Americén Affeirs Buresu; also telephoned me
that MATSUOKA hed sent the telegram: He too was perturbed thst
MATSﬁOKA had teken such a course. The next morning I reported boil
of these conversations to Merquis KIDO and we discussed what

measures could possibly be teken with respect to Foreign llinister so
that the negotiestions with America could be successfully concluded,
We arriveq &t the opinion that steps should Dbe taken to obtain the

E Foreign Minister's resignstion end if he did not resign the only

i, thing left*woul& be to have the Cabinet resign en bloc and have

: XONOYE form a new cabinet, Although the lntner course may have éan
unfavorsble reaction, we could see no other way out of the situation.
The next day, July 16, 1941, the Cebinet resigned en bloc. I have
read Marquis KIDO's stetement to be presented to the Tribunal with
respect to the events that transpired on september 5 and September 5,

1941, I did not know about these conferences at the time they. took

place but several days thereafter Marquis KIDO told me about them &3’

B o
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related in his aforesaid affidevit. At that time he toldime that
he was very much disgusted with the weak attitude which Prince
KONOYE had adopted.

31. About October 13, 1941, it became apparent that the
KONOYE Cabinet would collapse, From that date until formation of
the TOJO Cabinet on October 17, 1941, I had & number of conversations
with Marquis KIDO, the substence.of all of which is as follows: :
There was & suggestion from various quarters that Prince HIGASHIKUNT
should be the next Premier. Merquis KIDO told me and I agreed with
him, that a Prince of the blood should not accept the Premiership at
this t ime unless the militery first agreed on & peaceful policy and
thut he should not be appointed to bring about such a situation
because if he failed and the country was plunged into wer the Royal
Family would be blamed for it, Marquis KIDO told me that the main
stumbling block in eny efforts toward peece WuS the Imperial decision
of Dezember 6, 1941, He explained to me thet it was his idea and
he explained to me that the next Premier should if possible be frueu
from that decision, and that he inténded to ask the Emperor to give
such a direction. He further stated that due to the adament stend
of the Army to go to war with America, that it was necessary to have
a Premier who could control the Army and prevent an internal
revolution when the necessary negotistions with America were finally
accomplished. A third point which was bothering him wes the
utter lack of cooperation between the Army and the Navy. The Army
wes bent on war end the Nevy was opposed tO it but would not come
out end sey so openly., He thought thet there should be grester unity
petween the two of them, that is, neither of them should be un-
bending in their decisions towerds one another. He &lso explained
thet the next Premier should be one who was thoroughly femiliar with
the Government's policies in &ll the events leeding up to the deci-

sion of September 6 end the subsequent events. After having
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analyzed the situation; Merquis KIDO end I then discussed who would
be the best Premier under the circumstances: We both thought that 1t
was necessary to have somsbns1frsm the fighting services as no
sivilien would be able to control the military. We talked about
General UGAKI who hsd,pssn ment ioned by somg &S & possibls successor
but we errived et & conclusion thet the situetion was toO dslicsts
to teke & chance in recoumending him beceause of the possibility that
he would be unable to form a Cabinet as had happened in the past

and furthermore that his ability to sontrol the Army was an unknown
quantity es he had been in retirement for some years and his power
was therefore insufficient. Ve also discussed the merits end
demerits of Admirel OIKAWA and General TOJO. We considered the fact
thet OIKAWA represented the Navy vhich we&s opposed to war but we fs;t
that if OIKAWA was appointed the chences would be thet the Army wouyld
not obey him, end that it might lead to & revolution by the Army. |
Oon the other hend we thought that if TOJO wss gsaddled with the
rsspbnsibility of being Prime Minister end was ordered to disre.tr.!
the decision of September 6th thet he would be able to continue the
negotiations with America to & successful conclusion gnd control the
Army., On the afternoon of October 16, 1941, before KONOYE sppssrsd
at the Pslece to tender his resignetion, we further discussed the
matter ond IIDO told me thet he had noticed & change in TOJO during
the past few deys end th&t he was not edvocating war if the Navy

was opposed to it. Merquis KIDO told me he was going to discuss the

metter further with Prince KONOYE eand errive at & decision. The i

next morning when I saw Merquis KIDC he told me that Prince KONOYE
hed called him on the telephone and steted that he was in favor of
recommending TOJO. The meeting of the Senior Statesmen was held ;
that afternoon: I recell thst.s few days after the farmstion of the '
TOJO Cabinet, Merquis KIDC; Lord Keeper of the Privy zesl, told me
very joyfully in his room that mmoJo is reviewing the negotiations

a 20
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with America with a will." Several days later, he told me to the

following effect:
"POJO is stwiying the negotiation-with America in

dead earnest. Vhen I asked him what should be don; to

control the Army in case the negotiations are successful,

he assured me that he would control the Army at the risk

of his own life," | |

32, A few days prior to November 19, 1941, Marquis KIDO
told me that he had an idea which might result 1n makinrg the gove
ment and the militery more cautious snd perhaps avoid a decision
for war. His idea was to have the meeting between the Senior State:
men and the Cabinet members &t which the Senior Statesmen cculd
express their opinions and influence the Cabinet members with tineir
conservative opinion. Marquis KIDO made this suggestion to the
Emperor on November 19, 1941. He also suggested it to TOJO who at
first demurred but some days later consented to such a mesting. 0On
November 29, 1941, members of the Cabinet met with the Senior
Statesmen. Marquis KIDO was in his office all that morning and 1
know he did not asttend the meeting. He did, however, have luncheon

with the Emperor, members of the Cabinet and Senior Statesmen. AfT

luncheon for ebout one hour the Senior Statesmen and TCJO met in

the presence of the Emperor. Marquis KIDO attended this meeting
but I understood after it was over that Maraquis KIDO did not say
anvtiuirag at this meetlng. The purpcse cf that meceting wae for t.
Emperor to receive the opinions of the Seaizr SHatesmen. After th.

hearing in the Imperial Presence the Cabinet menbers snd the Senior

Statesmen had a further meeting at which neither KIDO nor the
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Leduleds GO suy thav ne never noped thiut Japan vould be aefeated,

but he never was self-complacent as to dream of at:raight victories
nor vas he unavare of the necessity for peace as quickly as possible,
1t vas his realistic outleok on the war that it would be impossible
for Japan to win an unbroken series of one-gided victories, and it would
be the possible best for Japan to restore peace when those who
advocated it had attained their objective, Following the fall of
Singapore, I remember him telling me that "now that the ABCD en-
circlement line is broken, it is time to seize the opportunity to
make peace," I was also like=-minded, But the least hint of the
idea could not have been given at that time, Otherwise 1t would have
been stopped, ‘_Both the Marquis and I seeretly racked our brains

how to attain our object, keeping our idea to ourselves,

34, After Mr, SHIGEMITSU became Foreign idnister in April,
1943, he and Marquis KIDO had many conversations in an endeavor to
take the proper steps to obtain an early peace. I knew that Marquis
KIDO and he were working toward this end and I too had many conventions
with Mr. SHIGEMITSU, From then on, I, under secret instructions
from the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, kept in touch with -
various quarters to study the situation, both home and foreign on
the one hand and on the otl;er to seize opportunity for restoring
peace between Japan and the Alliecs, 1 reported to Marquis KIDO the
information I obtained and in January, 1944, the Marquis told me,
"Let us secretly study a pc.ce formula," as he was anxious to do
something concrete, I had many conversations with Mr, SHIGEMITSU
and so did Marquis KIDO duiing 1944, T kept in secret touch with
suitable officials in the Foreign Office, Var and Navy Ministries
are Munition Ministry to make closer studies, the results of which

submitted to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,
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35, I had an interview witn the Lord Keeper of the Privy

Seal in February, 1945, when I thought thet thoge studies reached
8 stage in which & conclusion should ge arrived gt. But no peace 4
talk could be made openly. Otherwise, those who were party to 1t
would be ostracized or outlawed. From the end of 194k, however,
there were many- politicians who secretly and yet zealously advocated
peace, feeling deep concern over tﬁe future of the cogntry. The |

umbatsu, however, kepﬁ a vigilant watch over the new turn of the
situetion, so that the peace movement had to be conducted with
meticulous care and the utmost cautioh. The great pains, taken by

the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, in the midst of such an

‘atmosphere werd really inspiring. At that time, the Lord Keeper of

the Privy Se&l never allowed the syllable of peace talk openly to
slip out of his }ips, so thet there were many people who earnestl;
advocated peace and who reguested me to arrange interviews betwee

them and the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal for the avowed purpose

of urging upon him the necessity for meking peace with the Allies

L

to save Japan, I tried to arrange interviews between sore of them
and llarquis KIDO, who, however, used to tell me:

"Oyen if I meet them, I know that they have the s&ame

opinions as I do. They are generally regarded by.the

public as peace advocates or pacifists. Should,T, Lord
- \

Keeper of the Privy Seal, meet them at this juncture, I

- - i

would be associated with a peace movement, with which
the Emperor might Be also associated by the public, Our
cause would be defeated, shotild the Emperor be won over
tojthe opposita influence, It would do for some time,
even if KIDO should be regarded as bigoted or as
jingoist. Time will show. If only our country is

saved, I shall be entirely satisfied."

- 23 - | )
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T remember him adding tO thaet occasion: | o
14/

"Japen Mmay now be 1ikened to a ship entering an

upcharted narrow strait, full of sunken rock. Make ‘ i

t a little deviation from the right course, and she

jus
I must petition His Majesty to take

would be gtranded.

drastic esstion at &n opportune time. 1"

36, I was strongly impressed that Marquis KIDO, Lord Keeper

was inwardly troubled greatly by the pe&ace | |

of the Privy Seal,

movement with which he ipenti
Tt was also in February,

£1ed himself, and yet outwardly

I told Merquis K ;
ollowing effect:

It

petrayed nothing.
he Privy Seel, in his roofl to the T

me for mere thinking any longer.

1,0rd Keeper of t
"This is no t1

- {s time for sotion. Even if we take action immedistely

for fullfilment of the peace formula, it will take a

pretty long time, situated as we &re. should it be tOO

lete, we should be mrepared for death, as it would be

ingxcusable.”

Lord KeeperT of the Privy Seal replied:

I have been long fully prepared for death.

"Certainly.
Bosides, I also think it is already time for taking i
mula, SO

L.
i definite action for fulfilment of the peace for

1hereupon the

you nay be prepared for it "

He added

nT heve faced death twice before.

termath of the February 26th incident

First, I feced it in

| deeling with the af

{l
and then in meking endeavors for the continuation of the

g
P negotiation with Am2rica. I may face death for & third

1 ey be,possibly killed "

| time. ''his time
eror obtein the views of the

] :
37, TIn order to heve Lhe AP

'-ﬂqiﬁy of restoration of peace,'MaquiS

(. ¥
geniocr Snatesnen on the neosEas

e 5hem appear berfore the Emperor individually.

K00 errarnged to hav
- 2L =

i

: L]
i e i - - - - r ¥
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He'could not errange for a meeting with all of them at on3 time, as
the military would become suspicious. This waz accomplished in
February 1945. On June 9, 1945, 1 sawimarquis KI0 in his office
before noon end he told me about his plan ezainst the pending ‘
national crisis which existed at that time. He showed me his
manus2ript and i read it. It waes the tentative plan for psace moves
and Merquis KIDO explained it to me very enthusiaétically. Marqu
KIDO reported his peace move plén to}the Throne in the afternoon

the same day, and his plan was approved by His Majesty, the Emperol.

T knew this from my conversation with Marquis KIDO which took place
soon efter he had the audience with the Empsror, I also fieard from
Marquis KIDO thet he discussed with the Premier and other ministers
about his peace move pian later on.

38. I understend that Prime Minister SUZUKI and Admiral
YONAI approved it in general and that War Minister ANAMI was of
the opinion that the enemy should be dealt & telling blow before
overtures were made for peace., It was about this'time that some
of the militery became suspiclous that Marquis KIDO was trying to
bring about peace and a movement was started by them tc oust Msrquis

KIDO &s Lord Leeper. Marquis XKIDO told me that he had had an

audience with the Emperor regarding the proposed meeting of the
Supreme Counéil for Direction of War and at that time he had advi
the Empéror that the previous decision of June 8th, 1945 should no.
be a deterraent to peace moves. At the meeting or'the Council on
June 22, 1945, the Tmperor communjcated to the Council his desire
that peéce be effectuated. It was shertly after this that efforts
were made to enter into peace negotiations through the mediation of
the Soviet Union and have Prince KCNOYE go to Moscow to meke the
necessary arrangements. Prince KONOYE agreed to do so but the

necessary approval was never obtained from lioscow. Marquis KIDO

=




;
-
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in this respect,
| - 26 -
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told me ebcut thet time that_he was heertily iIn favor of this move
end did all he could tc accomplish 1t. ~

39. After the Potsdan 'Declaration was 1issued, Marquis KIDQ
immediately mede up his mind that Japan should accept it and
rerminate the war. On the morning of August 9, 1945, he had an
eudience with the Emperor sbout this end after that, in accordance
#ith directions fram His lia jesty, he edvised the Prime Linister that
steps should be teken immediately to take adventage of the Potsdam
Declarasicn. The Prime Minister called e meeting of the Supreme
Council for Directioﬁ of War at which time they discussed the
acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration on four conditions.

" L0. That afternocon the Cabinet held a meeting at which time
it was uneble to decide whether or not to accept the Potsdam |
Deciaration on the one condition of preservation of the Imperial
House. They decided, however, to submit the question to the
Emreror for his decision. Accordingly, in the early morning of
August 10, after the Imperial Conference was held in the presence of
His Ma jesty, decision was arrived at to accept the Potsdam
Decleration'with this one condition. After this decision was
arrived at, pursusnt to his suggestion and Imperial approval, Marguils

KIDO worked on the preparetion of the Imperial Rescript to be

jelivered to the naetion over the redio. Pending the reply from the
Allies the situation in Jepan was tense as there was a possibility
thet there might be a revolution. Marquis KIDO and I discussed on
several occasions how we could ﬁ;et any opposition pending the
acceprtance of the peace terms. In anticipétion of trouble happening
we thought up & plen of having the Smparor call not only the War and
the Névy Ministers and the Chiefs of Steff but also the divisional
commanders in Tokyn and Sestion Chiefs and order them toO maintain

——t

order after meking them understand fully the Imperial wishes

—_
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Marouis KIDO so advised the Emperct and His Ehjeatj called Aduiiral

YONAI and General ANAMI and first discussed this with them. They
said they would give the matter consideration and later Admiral
YONAI reported that he would assume full responsibility for peace
and order so His Majesty did nothing further about it.

41. In order to render all assistance possible to effectuatsg
peace, Marquis KIDO, commencing about August 12, remained
constantly at his office not even returning home at night. He had
meny conferences with various officials who were 1ukewérm.about
accepting the peace terms and I know from my conversations with hiq.
that he was vigorouély advocating the acceptance of the Potsdam
Declaration and trying to win people over to that thought. Finally,
on August 14, after the Allied reply had been received, Marquis
KIDO had an audienoe-wyfhrbhe Emperor and advised him to command the
government to accept the Alllies' terms without a moment's delay as
there was a possibility that the situation might get out of contrerl,
Merqulis KIDO also had a conference with Prime Minister SUZUKI and |
they both petitioned the Emperor for an audience at which time the

Prime liinister reguested the convocation of an Imperiasl Conference

which was held that evening et which time it was decided to
terminate the war, '

LZ, It was early on the morning of August 15 that a
rebellion occurred in the Guard Division and an attempt was made to
assassinate Merquis KIDO who, upon hearing of this, took refuge in
the underground vault room in the Ministry of the Imperiesl Household,
They were also seeking the phonograph record containing the '
Emperor's_ rescript as they wanted to destroy it. Further attempt

was made by the same outfit to essassinate Marquis KIDO when they
called at the home of his brother on August 16,

.. - 27 - e
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43. From my personal association with Marquis KIDO, both
in and out of public office, end from my conversations with him and
many others and fromfmy knowledge of Marquis KIDO's acts and thoughts
I know thet at no time was he ever in favor of war but on the
contrary he exerted his bgat efforts to control the militarists in'
Japan. In hls capacity es Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal he was 1n.
an extremely difficult position in his constant endeavors to curb
the.militarists. The constant pressure of the militaristic group
in obtaining political power wes so great that no one person or
small group of persons in Japen could possibly have prevented the

war, Marquis KIDO at all times was devoting his energies trying
to curb the militarists,

A

1
|
!
|
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On this 26th day of September
1947

At Tokyo

-

DEPONENT: Yasumase MATSUDAIRA (seal)

I, S. HOZUMI, hereby certify that the above statement
was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signeture and seal

thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the seme date

At the same place

Witness: (signed) S. HOZUMI (seal)

CATH

In accordence witvh my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nnthing &nd adding nothing.

/s/ Yesumasa MATSUDAIRA, (ceal)
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A Pefense Document 2604

(Translation)

t

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.

o V8 -

ARAKL, Sadao, et al,

SWORN DERQS1ZiOX |

Deponent: MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa,

. Having first duly sowrn an oath as on the attached sheet in | |
accordance with the procedure prevailing in my country, I hereby depose as
follows:

(1) I was in the office of Chief Secretary under Lord Keeper of
t.h.e Privy Oeal Mquis KIDO from June, 1936, to November, 1945, 'when the
system of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal was abolished, And accordingly,
I learned many things ex officio from the Lord Keeper or from other persons
with reference to the progress of the meetings of those senior statesmen
called "jushin" and the state councils held in the presence of His Majesty.
(2) On November 29, 1941, a meeting was held of the executive
of ficials of the Government and the senior statesmen (jgsh__in_) fof the exchange
of their views. On that occasion, Mr, HIROTA opposed to the opening of 1
hostilities by advocating an amicable settlement through diplomatic negotia- : :
tions with the United States, saying: "War 1s not always to be the immediate i
result of a standstill in diplomatic negotiations. Diplomacy is by no means

of such nature., A break will surely be found through the deadlock while

negotiations are repeatedly resumed and continued through many turns and
twists." Mr., HIROTA was not in the habit of adhering to his point after he
expressed his opinions once. In spite of that, I remember that he was con-

siderably persistent in his opposition against the opening of hostilitiess at

that meeting,

fﬂ‘h
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*(3) I had often chances to call on Mr. HIROTA by the orders of the
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal or to sit with him at various meetlngs OfflClﬂl
or unofficial, In.most of these cases, he told me, with regard to the Cablnet
that the state of’thihgs at that time pointed to the necessity*of adjusting
the eccentric way-of the military, and that, for that purpose, there was no
other way but to have military leaders occupy the responsible posts and assume
the helm of state with a strict control over the military, and that civil
statesmen lacked such capacity. As-to the Impérial'Headquarters,'he told that
its constitution should be enlarged by appointing some of the senior stateshen
. 88 memb ers of‘its staff, instead of constituting its staff exclusively with
military and‘naval officers, as it had included civil elements at the time of
the Russo-Japanese War. I understand that Mr. HIROTA set forth his opinions

to the above effect at the jﬁshin confefen¢e.held-on July 17, 1941,

immediately after the resigmtion of the second KONOYE Cabinet with a view

to selecting the head of the succeeding Cabinet.

On this 19th day of September, 1947, at 912, Yoyog-Ueharamachi,
Shlbuyaku, TOk.VO-
(Signed) MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa

" (SEAL)

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the above-mentioned date and
place.
(Signed) - HANAI, Tadashi (SEAL)

Witness

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth,

_ |

Ork TR \ . A ' 1
i 33 - |
|

withholding noth ing ard adding nothing, i

"

(Signed) MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa (SEAL)
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3991

Auvgust 18, 1947
: DEFENSE - Divigion V - Pacific
y MATSUDAIRA - Direct

Page " DIRECT-EXAMINATION OF MATSUDAIRA, YASUMASA
BY MR. BLAKENEY
26,179 The witness stated that he 1lived in Tokyo. He identified

Exhibit No. 2963 as his affidavit and verified it. The affidavit
26,180 stated * that the witness was private secretary to the Lord Keeper
of the Privy Seal from June 1936 to November 1945.

On the morning of December 7, 1941, he received a call from
KASE of the Foreign Ministry. He told the witness that the Foreign
Ministry had a telegram from Washington reporting that a personal
telegram had been sent from Roosevelt to the Emperor and asked if the
telegram had been delivered directly to the Imperial household. The ’
witness told him that they had not received such a telegram. Again 3%
about 8:30 PM, KASE telephoned and asked about the telegram. The

26,181 witness immediately * inquired of the office of the Chamberlain and

the duty officer in the Imperial household Ministry and told KASE that
they had not received the telegram.

After midnight KASE called by phone and advised that Grew had
conveyed the President's telegram to TOGO.

o L "-:_,,...,.._..“ 'y

There was ne cross-examination of the witness i
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
- Q-
ARAKI Sadao, et al

- Defendants =

MATSUDATRA YASUMASA '

Having first duly sworn on oath on the attached sheet, in
ascordance with the procedure prevailing 1n my country, 'I heredy
depose as follows:

Tw was-jijﬂiiivaZB seﬁretarY'to ﬁye Lord Keeper of the
Frivy Seal from June 19%6 to November 1945. |
’—-p

5. I peceived a telephone call from Mr. Kase, an officlal
of the Foreign Ministry, in the morning of 7 December 1941 at
the Imperial Household Ministry. He told me that the Foreign
Ministry had received 2 telegram from Washington reporting that
a personal telegram had been dispatched from the American President
to the Emperor, and asked me if the telegram had been delivered
directly to the Imperial Eousehold Ministry. I told him, however,
that the Tmrerisl Iozeshiold Minigtry hiaod not raced verl gush A4
telegram,

On the same day about 8:30 P.M., when I was at my prilvate
residence, lNr. Xase telephoned and asked me agaln about the above-
mentioned private telegram from American Presldent. Thereupon,
T immedisatesly inquired of the office of the Chamberlain ( Ji jushoku) |
and of the officer on duty in the Ministry avout the matter, and |
informed him (Mr. Kase) that the Ministry had received no such |

telegram a8 yel. 4

Later on, after 12 o'clock of the same night Mr. Kase called ,
me by phone and tnformed me that the American Ambassador in Tokyo ]
had conveyed the telegram of the President to the foreign Minister.
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0ATH

In accordance with ny consciahce I swear to tell the whole

truth, withholding nothing and adding nothiﬁg.

Matsudalira YasumasAa

L L L °

On this 13%th day of August 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONENT Matsudaira Yasumasa (seal)

I, Kato Denjiro, hereby certify that the above statzsment was

sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signature and seal

ihereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same datea

At Tokyo

L]

Witness: Kato Denjiro (seal)

Tropslation Certificarnse

I, Nishl Haruhiko, of the Defsnsa,. heiedy certify that 1 am

conversant with the English and Japanese languages, and that the

foregoing translation is, to the best of my knowledre 2and belief,

a correct translation of the original document.

Nishi Haruhiko

;
¢ Tokyo 99

13 August 1947
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
NETHERLANDS DIVISIOXN.

15 August 1947

To ¢ Mr, D, ¥, Sutton
From ¢ A, T, Laverge

Subject: Witness MATSUDAIRA, Yasumasa

1., There are no personnel data available on this witness as
apparently no official summons for him was requested.

5. There are references to several Matsudairas both in the
cross reference file in the Investigation Division and in
Commander Maxon's index of Prosecution evidence. Time has
failed to make a thorough investigation as to which of these
references pertain to this witness., In view of the insignificant
official positions held by the witness it may be assumed that
the references will usually pertain to other Matsudairas, one of
vhom was Imperial Household Minister,

3., The affidavit of the witness is completely inocuous and only
bears out the informetion given in the affidavit of the witness
Kase. (Defense Document 2063) It is advised that §His witness
should not be cross examined,

. I, Laverge

%-{ Q’Low'/'l f//? 78




17 Sep 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Mr. Sutton ‘

FROM : EDWARD P, MCNAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT : Defense Witness

1. Please find attached hereto list of material availeble on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

DEFENDANT

Witness General

NITNESS

LIST OF NATERIAL AVAILARIE
/—_ MATSUDAIRA, :j Curriculum Vitae

//

2. Please agknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300.

i

Incl . FDWARD P, MOMNAGEAN
(Described above)
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Personal histery of Yeasumasa Matusdsirs

Permanent residence and statuss FUEUI Prefecture - Nobility.

Date of births

Former status;

Former Names

TR Y

29 March 1905

30 Maxrch 1907
31 March 1912

31 Maxrch 1916

1 July 1916

-i\h-r'_'!-'—l

‘: 5 3y 1919
12 Nevember 1913
12 August 1919
1 December 1920

30 November 1921

|

o

1 Agril 1922
1 April 1923

31 March 1924
1 July 1924

20 August 1924

i

12 Nevember 1893,

Name g mm.w - Bachelor of Laws - Marquis

Gradusted frem the erdinary course of the Primary School
of the Tekye Higher Normal School.

Graduated from the Higher Primary School of the same,.
Graduated from the Middle Schoel of the seme.

Graduated from the Peers' School, Senior Department,
First Bectien.

Entered the KYOTO Imperial University, Law Department,
administration and economics courses,

Conferred with the 5th Court Rank, Junior Grade, by the
Ministry of the Imperial Household.

Conferred with the 5th Court Rank, Senier Grade, by the
Ministry of the Imperial Household.

Enlisted es a one-year velunteer in the 3rd Infantry Regiment,
Imperial Guards,

Released upon expiration of his tem of service,
Appointed a sergeant, Intendance,

Given non-regular duty as pelitical science instructer at the
MEIJI University by MEIJI University.

Given neon-regulsr duty as politicel science instructer at
the NIBPON University by NIPPON University.

Camissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, Intendance,

Appointed an assistant professer at MEIJI University by MELJI
Jniversity.

Went abroad te study pelitical science in England and France,
Returned teo Japan in November, 1928,

o ]l -




5 December 1927 s Conferred with the 4th Court, Junior Grade, by the Minisiry
of the Imperial Household.

1 December 1928 ;3 Appointed a professor at MEIJI University by MEIJI University.

15 December 1930 s Appeinted a peer upon succeeding to the headship eof his
family. By the Ministry of the Ihporhl Household,

. ' ' . Became a member of the House of Peers,
§ n-mbor 1932 s Appointed a member of the Rice Comtr®l Inquiry Commissien by
the Cabinet, :
30 September 1933: Appeinted a member of the peers' School Board of Trustees.
B by the Ministry of the Imperial Household.
¥ ,
. 2 July 1934 s Conferred with the 4th Court Rank, Senior Grade,

1934s The post of member of the Rice Contrdl Inquiry Ccemission
abolished in accordance with Imperial Ordinance No. 256.

1 September 1934 s Appointed a member of the Inquiry Commission on Rice Policy
by the Cabinet, Abolished in accordance with Imperiasl
Ordinance Ne. 22 of 1936

8 August 1935 $ Appeinted a member of the Inquiry Commission on Weights and
Measures by the Cabinet,

29 April 1934 3. Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure, &th
Class, for services in the 1931-1934 Incident,

13 June 1936  Appointed chief private secretary to the Imperial Household.
Minister, Given the second rank of the Higher Civil Service
by the Ministry of the Imperiasl Household,

19 e . $ Given the second salary grade by the Ministry of the Imperial
5 Household,

13 July . + Released from membership in the Inquiry Commissien on
Weights and Measures at own request by the Cabinet,

a 17 June 1939 ¢ Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
3rd Class,

20 July 1939 ¢ Promoted te the firast rank of the Higher Civil Service by
the Ministry of the Imperial Household,

15 July 1940 $ Conferred with the 3rd Court Rank, Junior Grade,

19 October 1940 s Given the first salary grade by the Ministry of the Imperial
Household,

29 April 1940 ¢ Decorated with the Medium Cordon of the Imperial Order of
the Rising Sun for services in the China Incident,

o 2 =
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20 April 1945 ¢ Given the first salary grade by the Ministry of the Imperial ,
Household, g |

._'tk F-_'

.
-

| 2), November 1945 s The post of chief private secretary to the Imperial Household
? Minister sbolished in accordance with Imperial Household
| Directive Noe. ‘I»l.

. " ’ : Appointed Chief of the Archives Division /INs: possible
f & Imperial ordinance Division/, the Imperial Household Minisiry.
| Given the first rank of the Higher @iwil Service by the
y Imperial Household Ministry.

17 Jenuary 1946 & Appointed Director of the Bureau of Peerage and Heraldry.
Given the first rank of the Higher Civil Service by the
Ministry of the Imperial Household.

25 January 1946 s Appointed a member of the Committee on Compilation of Emperor
Meiji's Biography For Publication by the Ministry of the
Imperial Household,
Appointed an investigating efficer of the Inquiry Cemmissien

‘ on the Imperial Family and Nebility /of Korea/ by the

| Ministry of the Imperial Housshold,

Appointed a member of the Peers' School Beard of Trustees

by the Ministry of the Imperial Household,

( Appointed a member of the budget committes by the Minisiry

*_ of the Imperisl Houaehold.

g
L]

| 5 October 1946 & Appointed acting director of the Péers' School by the
'i Ministry of the Imperial Househeold,

. . . i Appointed a member of the budget committee by the Ministry
X of the Imperial Household.

18 Qctober " :+ Released from appointment as acting director of the Peers!
3 School by the Ministry of the Imperiel Household.

7 March 1947 : Ordered to serve concurrently in the Ministry of the Imperial
Household,
Given the first salary grade by the Ministry of the Imperial
Household,
. Specially accorded treatment befitting the SHINNIN rank,
"R Appointed Chief of the Beard of Cexsmonies by the Imperial
Household Ministry,

—

2 May 1947 s Imperial Household Directives and appurtenant directives
{ abolished after 2 May 1947 in accordance with Imperial
, Household Directive Ne. 12,

I 3 May 1947 : Appointed an administrative official of the Imperial
Household Department and, concurrently, a Master of Ceremonies,
] Given the first salary grade by the Cabinet,

Appeinted Chief of the Board of Ceremonies by the Cabinet,

23 April 1947 ¢+ Appointed Chief of the Main Line Sectlon, Bureau of Peerage

| and Heraldry, and concursently, acting chief of the General
; =3
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