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LAFFINVIT

I, Joseph C, Grew, being first duly sworn, make oath ard say that
during my service of ten years as Anbassador of the United States to Japan

b from 1932 to 1941 I was from time to time in close official and personal

contact with Mr. Koki HIROT.. whose of ficial service during that period was

successively as follows:

Foreign Minister, September 14, 1933, until appointed
Prime Minister, March 19, 1936, until anpointed

Foreign Minister, June 4, 1947, until approximately
May 26, 1938,

During my association with Mr. Hirota he said to me on several

occasions that good relations with the United States were the "corner-stone!

of his policy, 1In various ways, notably as follows, he implemented that

pelicy in action,
1. My representations to the Japanese Foreign Office rcceived far
prompter and more considerate attention than had been the casc before ¥r.

Hirota took office, amd in many instances results favorable to American

intcrests emerged.

2+ Onec such result was the marked toning-down of aggressive anti-

fmerican comment in the Japanesc press which was reflected in the press in the

United States and tcnded to exac:;rbatc- international relations. I knew that

this improveoment was directly due to lir. Hirota's efforts as a rcsult of my

represantations to him,

3+ On recceiving news of the bombing and sinking of USS PANAY by

Japancse military or navsl plancs and thc subsequent machine-gunning of her
L

officcrs, passengers and crew by Japancse army launches in Dccember s 1937, Mr

Hirota, as Minister for Forecign ~ffairs, broke prccedenss by immediately calling

in pcrson on me at the American Chancery and by expressing "the profound

apologics and regrets! of the Japanese Government. Hc said to me with obvious

emotion: "I can't tell you how badly we fecl about this." This immediate

official apology, conveyed in pecrson, went far to ameliorate the gravity of the
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situation. Ar. Hirota subsecquently took steps to make practical amends for
that ruthless attack on ouwr ship 4nd its occupants, notably in conveying to
us a written apolecgy and in promptly mecting our demands for a suitable ,
in;:lemnity.

L+ Although Mr. Hirota was a privatc citizen at the time of theo
signing of thc Tri-Partite Pact with Germany and Italy on Scptember 27, 1940,
I know that he vigorously opposed the conclusion of that agrcemcnt and that
he informed friends of mine, notably Mr. Romer, the then Polish /mbassador,
that he, Mr, Hirota, judged with the utmost scverity thc policy of the then
Jzpanesc Foreign Minister, Mr, Matsuoka., Yr. Romer informed me that Mr.
Hirota had said to him that the impctuous and thoughtless action of the
Japancse Government in joining the Axis might well force Japan into war with
the United States vhich would be "fatal to Japan."

The foregoing points are illustrative and symptomatic of lMr.
Hirota's attitu’'c and actions towards maintaining good rclaticns and paeace
with the United States. While in Japan I maintained and still meintain the
firm conviction that Mr. Hirotz excrted his efforts to preserve peaceful

relations with all forecign countrics,

At no time during my ton yoars in Japan did I observe any attitude
ar action on the part of Mr. Hircte which would indicatc that he was engaged
in a common plan or conspiracy tc dominatc the world or East Asia. He was
regarded by myself ard by many of my diplomatic colleagues as a "modcrate!
during the per iod of intense chauvinism ard extreme militarism in Japan,

and during that pariod I observed the results of actions by him, such as

those mentioned above, which were clearly aimed at arresting the aggressive

tendencics of the Japanese military cxtremists. ]

I affirm that 1t was seldom possible for mec to have first-hand
information as to action tzken by any Janznesc officizl vis-a-vis his own
government 0 oppose aggressive policies and actions, and that it is

inconccivable thzt ¥r. Hirota or any other high official while still in office
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would have indicated to me or t¢ any other foreigner that he was not in '
- I

sympathy with his govermnment's policies, whatever his own position might i

have been, In general, we could judge only by results, some of which are

set forth above.

§Signed} Joseph C. Grew

Josepn C, Crew

Washington, D, C.
October 15, 1947

SWORN TG /ND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, A KOTARY PUBLIC FOR THE NISTRICT O
COLUMBL, THIS 17th. DiY OF (CTOBER, 1947 i

(SEAL)

(Signed) Martha H. Uilholm

My Commission Expires Sept. 1, 1951
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