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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 1827-PS
OFFICE OF US, CHIEF OF COUNSEL

The State BSecretary
of the Foreign Office. Berlin, 20 June 1939

Strictly confidential:s

- Dear Friend,

knowledge
For your gtrictly personal/I am sending you enclosed

a copy of instructions wired to Tokyo a few days ago. May
I add at the same time for your information the Attoloco
hu_'h“n advised of the event, It has been agreed, howe
ever, to continue the conuruf.;ionl on the matter under
consideration in Borlih cxcluliﬁly since Count di.m hu
_ expressly designated Berlin as meeting place. :
With -aincoro regards and

Heil Hitler!
As ever Y urs
sgd. Weissaecker




TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 1827 - PS8
OFFICE OF US. CHIEF OF COUNSEL

Btsch./kr. Rome, 26 June 1939.

Dear Friend:

Binoiro thlnks for your | strictly confidential 1;ttor
of the 20th which hu just reached me by Courier., It is an
extremely valuable supplement to the intimations by Ciano
and by Shiratori which I have heard concerning the develop-
ment since the latter's return from Berlin. Shiratori
expressed himself in a rather sceptical vein without going
into any details.

- Sincere regards and

Heil Hitler!
Always yours,
(sgd.) v. Mackensen

I) By Courier
2) wr,

State Burotiry _
Freiherr von We i s saeckery
' Poreign Office

- Berlin,

(Double Envelope)
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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 1827-P8
OFFICE OF US. CHIEF OF COUNSEL

Letter from St., v. Weissaecker, dated 20 June 1939
and addressed to mej; my reply of 26 June 1939 con-
cerning instructions by the Reich Foreign Minister
to ambassador in Tokyo.
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QUESTIONS

=1 AW, - LABORATION BETWEEN JAPAN, GERMANI & 1197

l, Please discuss the relation of the successive Japanese
Governments from early 1936 onwards towards GermaneItaly
emphasiging whether or not there was an agreement among
the nations during those years and pointing out the
differences which arose between 1936 and 1941,

2, Please give your analysis eof the sum total effect of the
collaberation between the natiens created by the Anti-
Comintern Pact. '

- 3¢ Please explain to what extent the AntieComintern Pact effected

Manchuria and the Nanking Government,

4, Please describe whether or not greater offort‘wnl'cxpendod
in Germany towards establishment of economic, political and
military alliences with other countries than with Japan.
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5. Please describe the effect in Germany upen Japanese-German

relations after the German<Russian non-aggression paet,

6. Please dotail tho manner 1n vh:leh cmntion and later
negotiations between Germany and Japan were resumed in

July 1940,

7« Please describe to what extent Germany used its position
te cooperate with Japan in solution of the French Indo~
China problem which 'ni climaxed on 22 Boptubor 1940. L

8. Please describe the major purpeses of the tri-partite pact,

the extent te which'Ja
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10,

1l.

12,

13.

14,

15.

16,

17,

Please explain the events leading up to the recognition
of the national government-of the Republic of China.

Please explain the effect upon German-Japanese relations
}:lthigiieo:ing of assets of Japan and China on the 26th
4 o 5 30

Please explain the political and other significance of the
renewal of the Anti-Comintern Pact.

Please state whether or not the Tri-Partite Pact was in-

voked when Germany declared war on the Upited States and

Please state if the No Separate Peace Treaty was contemplated
when the Tri*Partite Pact was signed.

Please state whmhh whether or not the Japanese attack on y
Pearl Harber was a surprise in German circles and to you

in particular.

Please state if between 1936 and 1945 there existed between
Japan, Germgn and Italy clese military, naval, economic and
diplomatic ceeperation and exchange of infermation.

Please state whether or not Japan assisted or hindered, in

;uur opinion, the efforts of Germany in her war in Europe.
lease l!pllln this fully.




QUESTIONS
#. DBASED UPON COUNT 5 OF THE INDICTMENT

ls, At any time during your negotiations, conversations or
conferences with Ambassador OSHIMA dld he initiate dis-
cussions on any questions officially or unofficially deal-

ing with Japan-German relations without fimt obtaining
instructions from his Government?

2, Did he take a lead or role as organigzer of any movement,
policy or program which was sponsored by any group in the ,
Japanese Government, as distinguished from the organized |
machinery and governmental process of Japan?

3, Did he instigate any pregram or governmental policy of Japan
which later became the foreign policy of his government?

4, Did he assist or in any way further the program of any factioen,
group or organigation as distinguished from the ordinary |
channels of diplematic intercourse during the peiod of your ke
relations with him? §

5¢ Did he formulate in any manner any policy or plank of any
program which was propesed by the Japanese government or
were all of his negoflations based upon matters which origin-
ated in Tokyo, or through the governmental machinery in Berlin?
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6. Did he take any part in the execution of any pregram
policy or agreement which was not sponsored, promo and
urged by his own gobvernment through d_iplon!:io channels?

7; Was there any definite continuity in the foreign policy of

Japan towards Germany over the peried of years of your ;
association with this problem?

8, Did you ever have any conversations or negotiation with
Ambassador OSHIMA which would indicate to you that he bore

any closer relationship to one of the nine foreign ministers
of Japan than to the other eight, who were in charge of

: foreign affairs during his tour of duty as Ambassader?

| 9. It is charged that the object of the German-Japanese=Italian

| agreements were to secure the military, naval, political and
economical domination of the whole world, each having specific
domination in its own sphere,
Would you please give your explanation of the underlying

purpose of the international relations between the three
nations
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10, Would you please

pose of the n' eements
a8 they related to

e United States of America,

plain the pur

¥ diiie
N ke

(p) British Commonwealth of Nations.
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\ (¢) Republic of France. ‘ - Y

(d) tmaon of Netherlands,

(e) Republic of China,
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(h) Commonwealth of Philippines. E ¢
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QUESTPONS

f 30R OF NI BASED UPCKR

. - PAN, GEREAN) ¥ [
SPENING STATEMENT OF THE PROSECUTIO " ON_THIS PHASI

Te what extent did any Japanese Statesmeny other than
Matsuoka, participate in the negotiations with you and
Ambassador Ott prior to the conclusion of the Tri-Partite
Pact in September 1940%

During your negotlations with Matsuoka did he at any time
interrupt conferences or conversations to confer and eon=-
sult with other Japanese statesmen concerning the content,
wording or intent of the Tri-Partite Pact?

The Presecution has stated on Page 7, sub=division 2:
"Shortly after the reorientation of aernan policy with
respedt to Sino-Japanese conflict and German-Japanese
relations, Von Ribbentrop, then German Fore Minister,
proposed &orlaanapannue military alliance aimed at the
entire world®,

Is this statement true, if not, explain,

It is stated that the accused OSHIMA and SHIRATORI were sent
to Rome for the purpose of inducing Mussolini enter in the

proposed Tri-Partite Pactd - | _ s
Is this statement true? If not, explain to what extent
Ribbentrop and Hitler had previously negotiated and con=-
ferred with Mussolini concerning this matter.

B

Wers you advised as to the migsion of the Ito Commlssion |
which was sent to Berlin and Rome relating to the Trie
Partite agreement? -




6, In Count Clano's diary it is related that SHIRATORI and
OBHIMA refused to follow the instructions delivered by

the Ito Comniission,
What has been your experience concerning the accuracy of
of the items set out in the Ciano diary?

Please state your other experiences upon which you base
your observations, _ ' |

7. It is charged that the ambassador asserted that they 'oulﬁ
resign in the event the pact of alliance was not concluded

without reservation,
Were you aware of any such condition?

8. It is charged that Germany endeavered to excite Jppan's
feeling against America by influencing the press and lead~
ing personalities. . you | { dar
Please state if this is true, if not, please explain the
attitude of the German leaders towaraa appeasement of the
United States.

9, It is charged that nolotiattdnl,tur Jhpannlo-ﬂorinnﬁliliagso
were renewed by Kurusu on the 19 June 1940,
Please explain this statement in the light of the actual

circumstances, - | q

10, It is charged that on 8 July 1940 Ambassador Sato and.

| Kurusu in conference with you and Ribbentrop conferred
concerning the relations between Japan and Germany.
Please explain the nature and extent of this discussion.




11,

12,

13.

14,

16,

pplitj.on in the United States.

Te what extent the French and Dutch East Asia colonies

came in feor discussion during this conversation?

Te what extent had the Japanese statesmen manifested their
go;rl?eoneernin; the interest of Germany in the Pacifie
sles

Te what extent did the appeintment of Matsuoka effect the
Japanese Foreign policy towards Germany?

In Germany what was the impression as to what ofriohll of

the Japanese Government determined upon the foreign poley
of Japan during all of the time while you were liaison be=
tween Ribbentrep and OSHIMA? e Bt - s ld

At+ the time when you arrived in Tokyo for the ne;otiition‘l

of the Tri-Partite Pact did you consider shat Japan and the
United States would become engaged in war in the Pacifrie (p 19).

The Presecution has ltlfod that the 20 million of German
descent Americans were considered to hold an 1nf1uqnt§nl

you please

state what you told Matsuoka oonqorniu this?




17. Did you discuss the terms of the Tri-Partite ‘act with
Prince Konoye or any other cabinet member before of after

its completion in Tokye? ,

18, Plesse explain the circumstances which brought about the
signing of the Pact in Berlin rather than in Tekyo.

19, Please explain Matsuoka's idea concerning this matter.

20, It is charged that letters were secretly exchanged provids
ing for consultation among the signatories for the purpose
of determining whether action or a chain of actions would
constitute an attack within the meaning of the pact.

Was it all ambiguous at this point and did it require an
explanation?

21, Was the Seviet Union considered a petential participant in
the Tré-Partite Pact? Explain. -

i "

22, "It 15 stated that "The German Ambassador to Japan made a
' repert on the 31 January 1941 te his Government of a two ~
day research with the attaches of the armed forces in which it |
was concluded that the chances of success of an attack by Japan }
against Singapere were favorable". Was this action authoriged f
in Berlin or taken upon the initiative of Ambassader 0tt?




23, Upon the arrival of Foreign Minister Matsuoka in Germany in
1941 did he advise you of the principle international quoltion
which he desired to discuss with Ribbentrep?

(

24, Did you at any time learn of the purpose of his -1ssion§

25, As far as you know was Ambassador OSHIMA ldvi;od.boforohind
or during the visit of the object of his tour?.

26. Were you ever aware of any conversations between Ambassador
" OSHIMA and Von Ribbentrep concerning the advitnbility'or an
Japanese attack on Singapore?

27. Is it likely that such a conversation took place? Explain,

, 28, Was it understood in Berlin that Musuoka's opiniens and

, 4 expressions were purely unoffiecial and porsonll views, rather
: . than backed by his Government, when he discussed Singapore and
| "~ Joint economic and military cooperation?

1
»
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29.

30.

31,

32.

It is stated (p 30) that "On the 24 May 1941 a report was
made by German Military Attache in Tokyo to German Forelgn
Intelligence Office that Japan acknowledged her treaty
obligations in the event United States entered the war."”

Is this statement based on facts?

It i1s charged that "When the Tri-Partite Pact was concluded

27 September 1940, Matsuoka in reply to a question stated

that an agreement would be negotiated between the three

powers for a new separate peace pact in the event of hatilities".
Are you aware of any such statement being uttered at that time ?

Up until the time you left Germany were the officials of the
government informed of the state of negotiations between Japan
and the Uhited States? Please explain this situation.

It is stated that on the 18 January 1942 the armed forces of
Japan, Germany and Italy concluded military agreement "In the
spirit of the Tri-Partite Pact 27 September 1940", and provided

for operational coordination among them.
Was any such situation contemplated at the completéon of the

Tri-Partite Pact?




o _ INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc« No., 4019 30 May 1946
* ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
“DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT.

Title and Nature: Photostats: Mackensen Papers

Datei 1938~41 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: German

Has it been traonslated? Yes'{ )Y No-(x)
Has it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable)

o __'“-_ - _—-qw

Document Division

& SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: NURENZERG

e = e ——il

PERSONS IMPLICATED: OSHIMA

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICADLE: Preparation for ’
Tripartite Pact |

SUMMARY OF RBLEV/ANT POINTS (with page references): |
le. Translation of letter from DUCE to FUHRER of 24 Jul f.

1941, Political review of current situation in FRANCE, SPAI s
aﬂﬂﬁﬁy cgr (frames 65284-9),With reference to Japan i)
SUEht government crisis in TOKYO has, apart |ﬁ

from the OffiCL&l caunses, others which we do not know. It
is my'conviction that Japau will stay with ts, because she

is compzlled to by reason ¢f the Increasingly important
assistance which the Uanited States are glving to CHIANG KAI S
Japan will not begin with the offensive against RUSSIA, but
will occupy INDO--CHINA and that will lead to the break.with
! Washington." /p. 5 frame 65288/,"
yi 2) Letter from‘WEIZ;Au {ER in BERLIN, 5 Nov 38 to
F Embassy in Rome, 2

The Italian &mbassador had spoken with WEIZSACXER on th |~
dey saying that Prince Philipp VON HESSEN had proposed a Fou ~
V| Pact Agreement on one of his recent trips to ROME, It
| would seem that the information of the Prince was not
altogether valid., /Frame 64402/,

3) Letters from MACKENSEN in ROME, 3 Jan 39,

"Count CIANO enformed me most cordially, during the
course of our coavers:tion tvoday, that the DUCE had écme to
a decision on the question of the Tripartite Alliance agree-

Doc. No. 4019
Page 1




Doc. No. 4019 - Page 2 - SUMMARY CONT'd i

ment, and that his signature could bes undertaken at once.
e—-éAIN -~nad written a private letter to the REICH TForelg:
Minister on this matier {(after the short telepzhone agreemen:
of yesterday evening) which ATTOLICO would take with hinm
when he rziturn=d to BFRLIN this evening....<A day towards
the end of the month would be suitable for the signature.
The REICH TForeign Mivlster considered that to be practicabl:
since the technical preparations of the Japanese for the

act of signature would +qke about ee WeeKs. 0S8 W ulg
8 graed “:.r.. tt‘”i:»:-am'r'm * S ide Hgl}xmt

sign for JAPAN.® AN |
4) TLetter from ?quJZS}‘%f{EE'Ilg‘Q% Yune }].%%JQ 1% Ber/r £a40 |§

MACKENSEN referring to a +eleg“apnic order sent to TOKYO LT
a few days previously (see item 6), /Frame 64535/ |
5) Letter from HMACKENSEN, 26 June 1939, to WEIZSACKER

acknowliedging receips of letter of the 20%h. The letter |
confirmed the muressions he had received from CIANO and ,L
from SHIRATORI on his return from BERLIN. The la tter was ! :
sce-tical, but did not mention any facts. /Frame 64536/ |

6) Telegram from RIBCENTROP, BERLIN, 17 June 1939,
to % . the German Ambassador, TOKYO (No. 194 of 176) giving
OSHIMA's views on his government's accesion on the question
| of alliance. JAPAN declared herself ready to stand by
) GERMANY and ITALY, even in a war in which the USSR does
| not ,articiyate, to make known this intention and to do
| everything in her ‘ower to give milltary assistancee.
In exce tional circumstances it was _ossible that no use g |
would be made of Jarjan's readiness, if it suited the
| comnon interests of the three :owers. 1In such a case the
| three —owers would agree on Ja.an's attitude. It was not |
‘ Jaran's intention to limit in any way by reservations tThe |
| obligations accepted unéer the agreements, The Jaranese |
| Government had the firm intention to conclude the ;act,
’ OSHIMA declared that, according to his instructions from
f TOKY0, the Jajanese Government will accept the agreement

1

9

and the two rrotocols without any limitations. Thexe would

be one opinion between the three powers as to Japan's atti-
| tude iIn the case of an outbreak of hostilities. The |

Jayanese Government would not claim an exception to the
automatlc entry into the obligations of su*yort. The
mention of the possibility of exceptional circumstances shouls
signify nothing further than what was laid down in

Article III, paragraph 2 of the agreement or in Point A

of Secret Protocol thereto. The Japanese government had . @
the intention of accepting the text of the agreement | 8

unconditionally and without limitations,
Ribbentrop further asked OSHIMA for:
(a) the attitude of the Jaranese Government

-

Doc. No. 4019 S
Page 2 &
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Doc. No. 4019 - Page 3 - SUMMARY CONT'd

toward diploma*ic questions, and
(b) an ex lanation of the limited military
ability of Jaran.

ind remarked further that the Japanese government
should give up 1its proposal to explain the pact as
directed solely against the ¥eFR, *HEAU%E" with regard to
point (b) the most that Germany and Italy could accep
was our plan of an oral eXx;planatloNe

0SHIMA sgracd on Point (e), and sald that the Japanese
governmentl could nct content itself with an oral statement,
but would insist uron an exchange of notes,

RIDBENTROP declared this to be unacceptable. The
present military situation of Japan was well known topilitax
Germany and Italy, and that ths Pact did not specify/actions
to bg taken by Japan., IT would be impossible from
Janan's point of view ic make an admission of her weakness
in this manner,

OSHIMA agreed with this, saying he had sent a telegram
to Tokyo, giving the German opinion,

RIDDENTROP said at thz occasion of a conference with
OSHIMA, SHIRATORI and the ITtnlian Ambassador to Berlin that
SHIRATORI, said that it seems as if the Japanese Govern-
ment still had certain "mental reservations" regarding the
alliance, He ezypressed his complete agreement with the
German viewnoint bu: was rather doubtful whether his
covernment wculd shave it. He, therefore, suggesced a
secret provocol, staiing that the duties of assistance
of Japan would only tnke -lace automatically, if either
USA or USSR took sart in the war; otherwise Japan's attitude
would be decided by mutual cousultation,

RIDIBNTROP thought this to be impossible. IT Japan
were to make such a reservation, then Germany and 1taly
would have to make a similar reservation, that they would
only enter the war if England or Irance did.« ThisPact
would then sose its poiitlecai effect. Only e firm and
unconditional alliance would keep USA or USSR out of the war
/Frames 6455742/

7)  Letter Trom WEIZSACKER to Ambassador MACKENSEN,
dated 10 March 1939, which mentions that the time ‘has
come for military discussions beiween the General Staff of-
Germany and Italy as MUSSOLINI desirede KEITEL supported
the viasw that the guestlcn of cperations should be discussec
after clarification of the present negotlavlons, Di&tiecen

Nee., Iqﬂ: 4019
Page 3
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Doc. No. 4019 - Page 4 - SUMJARY CONT'd
ROME~BERLIN~-TOKY) and after the Cerman and Ttalian staff
had exchanged their "invertory." WﬁiuAAbCKLh states that
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’e hOVember 1938
g slieaiie insd: /e n € scha’ter sprach mich
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heute darauf an, dafl Prinz Pnilipp von Hessen bel eilner
seiner letzten Reisen in Rom als deutschen Plan eine Vierer-

1.

nakt-Abrede vorgebracnt habe. Beli niherem Zusehen, d.h. bel

dem Besuch des Herrn Reichsaulflenministers in Rom, habe dch

itteilung des Prinzen von llessen als nicht recht stich-

rvliesen,

-

habe darauf ledig w3 ' 3 die Erorterung

igen und Pakten mit Perscnlichkeiten, welche nicht

e
C

canz in dieser liaterie lebten, natiirlich zu lMiBverstdandnissen
fiihren konne. Das sei vielleicht bei dem Gesprach mit dem
Prinzen Philipp auch der *all sewesen,
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DER STAATSSEKRETAR
DES AUSWARTIGEN AMTS




Btsch./Kr.
Rom, den GeJdJuni 19739

Lieber Xreund,

Aafrichtigen Dank <iir
Kurier zugehenden,streng -
cO0tene or crgiénzt mir Iin
vas .d1 N andieutungen von Clazndo uud vo!
tori noch selner Rickkeny aus —erxrlin uter
Entriciluneg g hirt hubee Letzuterer sprudli

ohne auf irxgendvelche Zinzslheiten elinzugen

recit skeptisch ause

Nit herzlichem Gruldl
ans Holl Hitler!?

et AnyY

1) ab m.Kur. (gez.) v.Mc

2) () i ¢ /
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Herxrn Staatssekretar
Freiherrnvon V. e 1 z s & c k er

aAuswartiges amt
B e r 1 i -a @

(doppelter Umschlag)
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Bekanntlich spielt die Frare der Einleitung von
usprcchnn en zwiscaen den Generalstiben der einzelnen Wehrmachts
t eine Rolle.
itZrischen
chen yege und zwar im Auftrace des
Duce der baldige Beginn solcher Besprechungen als dringend er-

i,
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Nachndem uns vor kurzem nicht mehr nur auf des 1
n auf dem diplomatis
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7unscht bezeichnet worden ist, hat der Herr ReichsauBenminister
C! ter Weisung des Fihrers dem Gencralobersten Keitel

.eilt, solche Besprechun en kinnten nunmehr in die Wepe £e=
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leitet werden. Generaloberst Keitel vertritt den auc

ReichsauBenming et oteilter Ipunl
lchsauBlenminister geteilten Standpunkt, Be

n vom Herrn
3! sprecaungen
1n zwel Abschmitie zu teilen wiren, von welchen der ersic einen
léngeren Zeitraum, d. h. wohl einire !loncst
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@ 1n ~Nsnrich nehmen
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connte, wihrend der zweite zweckmific erst n=eh volliger Klarung
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aer 1n Geng peiindlichen Verhendlun-en im Dreiec!: Serlin-Rom=
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