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Mg. EpiTtor,—The last might wenret for dwcw'-inn'.'
ust as we ot in, Andy says to the-Reader, © Don’t be
thering me any more ahout iradition ; for even f we
wgave it ap entirely wod be aswell ulf as you, for wii buve:
our Bibles.” *¢ That's one way of trying o get out of a
“@fffcuby,” says the Reader. * Buseven graniiny, for arru-
sent’s sake, that you were rid of tradition, you woulint:
Be any better off.” ¢ We woald,” says Andy : * for you
sgouldn’s then be badzering as about not heing alle to
spraduee our rule of fuith ; all we'd bave to do weuld be to
pull out the Douay, and say ¢* ¢ There’sonr ruie.”” “Well,™
says the Reader, ** "twould look berter. Lallw ; for 2 man
looks very fuolish whea he's usked for his rale; st has to
allow that he hasn’t got it ; bag, ssill, you'd be no betser off,
for thouizh you'dhave a Bible youenuldw'tu-eic.” <How's
that 2" says Andy. ** Because,” says the Rosder, * voun
€hurch. tells you that yow're ant to undersiand or interpret
ipture except according 10 the «nanunous c.msent of the
«fhers., ‘Thus you see thit you maey have a Bible in your
and, but it's of no use to yon, unless you've got the
~unanimous consent, t0.” % Well,” sail one of the hoys,
* what'a to hinder us getting it? and-then we're'all rigcht.™
% There’s just this to hinder you,’ says the Reader'; *its
a thing that's not to be found.” * What isisasall ?”
says Jerry 3 * for 1 sea plainly that it's a very needful
thin: 1o have; for the Bible is no use to us withcug ic.”
4 Well,” says the Reader, *“it's the writings of men
that lived near the times of the Apsibes, and they
must all be agreed about a point or theie’s no unani-
mous cunsent.” ** And whay does owr Church-say is.
the use of it?” says Jerry. * To expliin the mean-
ing of the Aposties’ writings,” says the:Reader. ** And
wouldn't their own worids explain their meaning betier
than any other men’s words?™ says Jerry. ¢ We Pro-
testants think so0,” savs the Reader; * but your Church
thinks differently.” ¢ Well, then,” says Jerry, **the ouly
thing for us is to get their books; f riv's quite plarn that
according to our creed the Bible is no use to us without
them.” ~* But,” says the Reuler, *all you're worth:
would hardly buy them.” ¢ Well," suy .+ twouid

be worth o1r while to club together nwweget them ; fur |

withour God's Word our poor souls have no chance, and
our Church says that we're notto have the one without the
other.” ** 3ut” says the Reader, ** even if you had thuse
books you'd be as far us ever from what you want”
$ Hlow’s that?’ says Jerry ; **sure if we had them we'd
have the writings of the fathers.,” *¢ You wouldl,’ says the
Reader; ** but ’tisn’t the writings of the futhers your
Church requires, but their ananimous consent.”  * But,”
says Jerry, **if we had their writings, sure we'd have
their unanimous consent.” ** Indeed, you wouldu',” says
the Render ; * for, instead of being agreed about the mean-
ing of Scripture, they differ with each other on almost
gvery subject. ~ They dispute, for insuince, about the
fheuriing of the text < THouU art Perér, and upon this rock
I will build my Church.”s * Sure,” says Aundy, ¢ they
must all agree that the Church was built on St. Peter.”
¢ Indeed they don't,” says the Hender. ‘¢ St. Jerome and
half a duzen others are of that opinion ; but St. Augustine
and half a dozen more say that 'twas buikk on all
the Apostes. Th-n St. Chrysnstom and a dozen
fathers at his back hold that twas buiit on the faith that
"Peter confessed ; while Pope Pius I1. and Thomas Aquinas
and a score of others declare that the Church was builton
Christ Himself.”® ¢ Now,” says the Reader, * there’s a
. Nirtle touch of the unanimous consent, and iv's just the
same on every other doetrine. You read onc father and he
makes all plain to you, bus then-you vpen another and he
tells you that the other fellow was all wrong, and that no
one’s right but himself, and then yoa open a third, and
. perhaps he doesn’s touch onthe point atall,” ¢ I declare,”
gays Jerry, * it reminds me of what happened long age
in"the tine of Fin-ma-cool : some ould king got sick and
uncasy in himself, but for the life of him he couldn' tell
what 1t was that ailed him. As last a great doctor came
to him that lived in them parts, and he saw that ’twas
idleness ailed the poor ould gintleman, and that he was
fairly blue-moulded for want of something to do; so he
says to him, there’s only one cure for you in all the pre-
sctiptions of the healingart. * Sct off to-morrow,’ says
he, ¢ and never stop until you find a happy man, and
when you find him strip off his shirt and put it on you
warm, and may I never bandle another guinea but you'll
be cured that very minute.  So the king set off on his
travels to look for a happy man ; he first searched hisown
country, but the never a oue could he find there, for the
ould negur had put down the stills, and put up the gaugers,
and there wasn't a drop of the thing you koow to be got for
love ormoney. He then went to America, but the females
were putting on the breeches there, and talking about the
rights of women; 8o, of course, he couldn't find a happy
man. He then went to England, but he found them alil
grumbling about the taxes and the weather ; and no mat-
ter how close tre looked, the never a one of f.im could find
2 happy man. At last he came to ould Ireland
(twas in the good times, long ago, when there was no
ice nor bailiffs, nor sach like eattle ; for St. Patriek had
ished them along with the other varmin), snd the king
smet & poor, ragged looking fellow going the road, and
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[81ys ine. * Paldy” (and wasn't it cate of him to know thas

‘| bis nemo was Paddy)—*Paddy,'-eays he, “have I any
“chance of findinz a hsppy mam ahout kere?' ¢ Every
- ehnnoe in lite; swys he, ¢ aud you won't have far to go either, [

for here’s myseif ay happy a fellow as you'll 6nd on Irish
:greund.’ ¢ Is it happy, seys the. king,  when you daven't
a cout on-your hack.” *Never-wénd thut,"sayshe’; ¢ sure
- the weather is hor, and Far pleasunt and eool, says Bryan
O°Lynn.’ ¢ Ba," stys the ki'yz, * you haven’t even & shoe
to your foot.’ *Sure,’ says Padidy, ¢ thut makes me the
 lighter for the rond, and theres wo fear of me getting
‘corns.” ¢ But,” says the king, * don't the taxes vex you?!
*The never-a bir,” suys be ; * for Pveno: hing to tax.’ So
the kimz was in great dolght that ac lomg lasthe hat
found a happy man, and he rave the wink to his men to
Iny hold of poor Paildy. ¢ Now * says the kinz, ¢ smrip off
his shirt #nd hawl it here.’ So, my dear).ihey made st
him like tizers 1o gas 1he shirt, bat they were fairly: sol ;
 for the never a bitof « shirt bl baon im atall.” * Well,”
says the Reader, *-'twas a greas sell, I aliow ; bat nut
: greater than seniding & mau to hunt-for the wnanimous
consent of the fashers.  One futher outs:-up another facher,
-and & thind takes a slap ut him, and anodher 1hat lovks
" very like the thing doesn’t touch on the subjeet avall; s
that even if you had ther writinzs you'd be as far as ever
from therr wnanimous consent.” ¢ Why, then,” says
Jerry, ** whaus the use of our Church telling us to look
for a thing that ean’t be found ; it's like snying to us, when
the sky fu:ls youl catch lurks™ ¢ True for you,” suys
the Reader, “and I'm thinking you'll be » long time
“without a lark if you wait iill the sky falls to catch one;
and you'll be just as long withous reading your Bible of
youn wait till you get the unanimous eonsent of the fathers.”
 If that's- the way,” says Jerry, * 4'll leave the fathers to
them that likes them, anl Ul stick t0 the grandfathers,*
¢ You'll show your senss,” says the Reader; ** and you'il

-their own meaning beter than any other men can twell it
to you.” ¢ Well,” says Andy, ¢ I've another answer for
you.  We needn®s b threr ourgelves with the fathers arall ;
-for Keenan tells us that the Church will interpret the
Seriptures tor us,@ and Dr. Milner snys the same.”
** Very good,” says the Reader; * but now tell us what's
the Church; for you must know that before you can ask
her any questions.” - There's no ditticulty about that.”
says Andy; ** for Keenan tells us that a Church consisis
of pastors and people ;f or. as the Catechizm of the Council
of Trent says. ‘the faithful (that means gool Romans,
you ‘know) dispersed throuzhout the world; and Dr.
Doyle says the same.”),  ** Well,” says the Keader, **ivs
a hard thing that when you wanc the meaning of a
verse you must go to all the faithful throughout the
world 1o zet their opinton,” 4 You're wrong altugether,”
says Andy; ** we haven't to do any such thing; tor Keenan
explains to us that it's the teach ng body of the Church,
compusged of the Pope and bishups, thats 1o in erpret the
Seripture,™ ¢+ According to that,". says the Reader,.
*it isn’t the Church that's the interpreter, but the clergy.”
‘: Sure they re the Church,” says Mick. * No,” savs
Andy, *“theye only a part of the Church.” * T'hen,”
says the Reader, ** you must aimit that Dr. Milner
is’ wrong when he s.ys that the Cuurch is to in-
terpret Scripture; for you see clearly that it's on'y
a part of the Church that's to do it.” - Well,™
says Andy, [ allow that ‘twould be plainer w0
put it in that way; for, as Keenan says, ic's only * God's
appointzd organs’y that's to explain it.”” ¢* Why, then,”
suys Mick, ‘them’s the organs that's soon put ont of tune
if you ask them to explain a text of Seripture.” ¢ That
strikes off some of the numuer,” says the Reader; * but,
sti'l, isn’t it a hard thing that you've to go to the Pope and
bishops if you want the meaning of a verse?” * You
mistake entirely,” says Andy. “Dr. Milner explains to
us that we needn’t bother ourselves about Church or
Fathers, or Bishops or Pupes, buc just go to our priest,
and he'il tell us all we want to know."® « Then, in point
of fact,” says the Reader, *“the priest is your rue of
faith?” < IIeis,” says Andy, ““and I'm not ashamed to
confess it ; for Keenan teils us that * the teaching body is
to the taught an infullible rule of faith,? and the only one
of the teaching body we can get at is Father John.”
“ Well,” says the Reader, *“I've driven you to it at last.
I've been a long time waiting for it; bat I knew
that you'd have to come to it .in the end. You've
nothing else to trust to for your religion but the
riest.  Your Church, and your rule of faith, and your
infallibility, all dwindle duwn by degrees umil they
settle in the parish pricst : you have his word for your re-
ligion, and nothing more. You first told us that youhad a
splendid rule of faith (far superior to the Protestant rule),
consisting of the Bible and tradition, but when you were
asked to produce the traditions the never a one of them
could you find. Then you told us what a fine thing it was
to have the Bible interpreted by the unanimous consent of
the fathers ; but, somehow or other, their consent wasn't
to be had. Then you told us thut 'twas a great thing
to have an infallible Church to explain the Bible : but when
we asked you how 'twas possible to get at the Church, you
told us that the Popeand bishops would do, and when we
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find that Maubew, Mark, Luke, and John will teil you_
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asked you huw we were 1o

wetwuthe Pope and yom
told us, out of Dr. Milner. that the priest- would do ;%0 thag

| all dyou. have to show-for Bibie, amlp futhers, and: tradishm,
an

d_rale of fith, and Church, and. infullibi ity §

‘old Father Johm.” | ” suys Jerry, s .{m
-mo.of & trick .they played me on the firsy of Aprit ; thiey
-sent. me to the .hotel with a written paper w riveto qu
officer of the horse marines, that they said was Just Come
Hrom India, and nn she paner was written (hur 1 digw't
bknow shat till afier) send the fool farther, R0 the

at the hotel directed me to another hoase, and the

' there s-nt me 10 a'thied, and 80 on umil [ was. fairly worn
" off my legp.‘ _mima-.bit- of the officer did | fiml afkor
‘all. So, in like manner, when we wunt the meauing.of &
verse of Scripiure we're nut allowed 1o eXaluite 1| oupe
.sclves, bur were sens first o the Charch, and then
.30 the fathers, and Then 0 the Pope, and then to-the
bishups, and in th- end 10 Father John, Suretwould be
iJuss as well to tell us in the beginning thac th - priest
was our -Church and rule of faith as to he ~ending
us like fools from one to the other.” ¢ Trne for ** sape
Mick, *and even if we got. it in the-end, -;wa..ﬂ..'; be s0
‘much matter. But sure we all know thay we've just as
-much chsnce of geiting the interpretation of & texs from
the priest as Jerry hast of tinding the borse marine, Sure
i's jumper, anil souper, and heretic w're called if we ask
-tho neaning of a verse of Scriptare.  I'il tedi you wiae”
-say« he, ** iv's send the fuol far her they're playinz with.us,
aud iv's real fools we ure that we don'y examine the Biblg
“for ourselves * *¢ You see, at all events,” saysihe Reader,

** that after our lonyr discussion ahout the rule of faith yol;
have to admit that the priest is the only rule you cun proe
duce. The teaditions ean't be come at; and the unmimous
consent can’s be come aty and the Church can't be coment,
ul the Pope can't be cme as, and the bishops can't be
come ut, And he Bible cun’s be interpreied without thems;
so the only thing you have to show for them all is poor
okt Father Juh 1" ¢ The denr knaws, then,” savs Mick,
** he's no great show ; huc tell us,” says he, ** what have
you w show?” **The samo thae | showeil you the fir<t diy,>
ays he; “the in<pired Word of God—tha’s ny rule of
fanh, and your owan Bible admits that it ean instruct unto
salvation ™ Qur hands aren’s tied by having to go look
for something that can't be found before we reud our
Ihibles.  Weo Protestants haven't to %o hunting afer
futhers, but we 0 straight to the grandfathers; 1hus we're
not depending upon man's word (as you are, when you're
trusting eatirely w Father John), but we've the Word of
God, 10 be *u lamp to our feet and a fight to our pathg,'s
Q«r Church, instead of telling us not to exaniine our
Bibles, says to us, search them, and read them; the
more you examine them, the better pleased we'll be, for
we're teaching you nothing but the truth, so were noé
afraid to iet you prove our werds.” % That's fair play,
any how,” says Jerry. * There's no denying it," says
Mick, *Now, then, bovs,' says the Reader, ** you've '
seen my ruje.of faith, and you kucw whag kind it 135 bug
durlr‘u;, this long discussion, have you ever sten your own
rule ?” ¢ The never a sight did we et of it atall,” says
they, *“Well, now,"says he, * Il ieave it to yourselves,
us reasonable men, which of the two rules is the best
> It's plain to me,” says Jerry, **that the rule that can
be found, and that can be used, is berter than the rule
that can’t be found, and that can't be male use of, and
th'at weTe always hearing about, but never sceing.”
¢ I‘hnt'g my own notion of it, too,” says Mick, *and I'm
determined, with the help of Gud, to read the Biblo for
myself.” ¢ But, after all,” says Andy, **even it | gave
up about the rule of faith, it wouldn't prove our
religion to be wrong ; twoulin't prove that purgatory,
or transubstantiation, or praying to the Virgin were
wrong.” *Thats quite true,” says the Reader. * The
dlscussxon_ about the rule of faith is only preparing the
way for discussing those other points.” ** Well, then,”
says Aundy, “ L'll tell you what 1'll do with you—let us
dlscus; some of the doctrines on their own merits, using
the Bible as our rule. I won't bring tradition againsg
you' (“little thanks to him for that” says Jerry,
**when he couldn't find i, '), **nor will 1 bring the
fathers against you, (* small praisc to him," says
Mick ‘“when he con'dnt get them”), n r will I be
down on you with the Church, or the Pope, or
the Bishops (“sure I ought to be obliged 1o you,” says
the Reader) ; * but I'il be at you with the Douay Bible,”
** L agree to that,” says the R-ader, * with all my heart,
Let us examine the different doctrines by God's Word,
anl if yon find that they agree with that Word, then hold
them fast while you've breath in your bodies; but if you
find them opposed to the Bivle, then give them up, in the
name of God. And remember,” says the Reader, *¢ that
we don’t ask you to belicve anything on our words. We
«nly say, examine and prove the thing, and, if you find.
us right, believe us; butif you find us wrong, dou't credi$
us.”  * Thats fuir,” says Jerry. * Nothing could be
fairer.” ¢ But, above all, buys,” says the Reader, *let
us pray to God for His Holy Spirit while reading the
Bible. The sul:ii‘ect.s are the most important that could
oceupy our minds, for they concern the salvation or de-
struction of our immortal souls. Let us, then, pray ear-
nestly to G.d to bless His holy Word to us, and to open
our hearts to receive the Scriptures ;" and, with that, he
bid us good night.—Your humble sesvant to command,

Dan Cartar.
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