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THE

RAMBLER.

Nusmp 71 Turspay, Nowemler 20, 1730

7 sere quod propero pauper nec+ util s annit
Da ceniam, properat vivere neno satis; Manr

True Sir, to five I haste your pardon give
Tor tell me who makes haste enough to Ive? I' Lewis

ANY words and seantences are so frequently
hewd mn the mouths of nien, thit a su-
perficial observer 15 nchined to believe, that they
must contmn some prunary pruple, some great
rule of action, which it 15 proper always to have
present to thie attention, and by wlhich the us. of
every hour 15 to be adjusied  Yet, 1f we consder
the conduct of those sententioas pinlosophers, 1t will
often be found that they repeat thest aphonsms,
merely beeause they have somewhere hewd them,
because they have nothing elsc to sy o because
they think veneration gaimed by such appeasances of
wisdom, but that no 1deas are annexed to the words,
Vor V B and



2 THE RAMBLER N* 71,

and that, according to the old Dblunder of the fol-
lowars of Arstotle, thewr souls aic mere pipes or
organs, which tiansmit sounds, bt do not understand
them X

Of this kind 15 the well-known and wcll-attested
position, that lfe s shor b, w hich may be heard among
manhind by an attentive auditor, many times a day,
but which ncver yet within my 1cach of obseivation
left any impression upon the mind; and perhaps, if
my 1caders will turn then thoughts bach upon then
old friends, they will find 1t ditheult to call a sngle
man to remembrance, who appeared to hnow that
life, was shoit till he was about to lose 1L.

It 15 observable that Horace, in his account of the
characters of men as they arc diversificd by the va-
1ous mfluence of time, 1emarhs, that the old man
is dilator, spe longus, given to prociastination, and in
clined to extend lis hopes to a great distance. So
far ae we generally fiom thinhing what we ofien say
of the shortness of Iife, that at the time when it is
necessarily shotest, we form projects which we delay
to esecute, ndulge such expectations as nothing but
a long tram of events can giatify, and suffer those
passions to gain upon us which aic only excusable
in the prune of life

These 1eflections were lately excited in my mind,
by an cvemng's conveisation with my fiiend ;-
spero, who, at the age of fifiy-five, has bought an
estate, and 1s now contuving to dispose and cultivate
it with uncommon elegance His gieat pleasme is
to walk among stately tices, and lle musing m the
“heat of noon under therr shade; he 1s theiefore
maturely considevng how he shall dispose lus walls

)

' and



0 THE RAMBLLE 3

and s groves, and has at last determined to send
for the best plans from Italy, and forbear planting
till the next season

Thus 1s hfe tnfled away mn preparations to do
what never can be done, if 1t be left unattempted
il all the reqmsites winch ynagmation can suggest
are gathered together Where our design termi-
nates only 1 our own sabisfaction, the nmstake 15 of
no great importance, for the pleasure of evpecting
enjoyment 15 often greater than that of obtam-
ang 1t, and the completion of almost every wish 13
found a disappomtment , but when many others are
mterested m an undeitaking, when any design 15
formed, i which the ymprovement or secunty of
mankind 1 1avolved, nothing s more unworthy
either of wisdom, or benevolence, than to delay it
from tine to time, or to forget hiow wuch every day
that passes over us takes away from our power, and
how soon an 1dle purpose to do an action, siks nto
a mournful wish that 1t had onee been done

We are frequently importuned, by the bacchana-
lhian writers, to lay hold on the present hour, to catch
the pleasures within our reach, and remember that
-futurity 15 not at our command

T p¥ a palu Baior yp PR repiNing,
Znvwy sopnons ¥ pad @Az Bar v

Soon fades the rose once past the fragrant hour,
‘The loiterer finds 4 bramble for aflow ¢

But surely these eshoitations may, with equa}
propricty, be applied to better purposes, it may be
at lewt inculcated that pleasures are more safely
p B2 Po tponed
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postponed than vntugs, and that geater lows s
suffered by missmg an opportumty of dmng good,
than an hour of g@ddy frohik and nowry man-
ment

When Berer had lost a thousand pounds, winch
he had laid up tor the erccton of a school, he necd
ficquently to mention the nusfortune as an meitc-
ment {0 be chautable while Gop gives the powner
of bestowmg, and considered himself as culpable
some degee for having lefl a good action m the
hands of chance, and suffcied Ins benevolence to be
defeated for want of quichness and dihgence

Tt 1s lamented by Siearne, the leained antiqnary
of Oufor d, that this gencral forgetinlness of the fia-
gility of hfe, has remathably mtected the students
of monuments and 1ccords, as theh emplormeng
consists fist i collecting, and atterwards atrang-
ing o1 abstiacting what hibranes aftod them, they
ought to amass no moie than they can digest, but
when they have undataken a woik, they go on
gearching and tianscubing, call {6v new supplics,
when they aie abieady overbwidened, and at last
leave then work unfimshed  Z¢ o, savs he, the
business of « good antiquary, as of u good man, to haze
mortalily alvays before him

Thus, not only mn the slumber of sloth, but in the
dissipation  of 1ll-dnected mdusty, 15 the short-
ness of hife geneially foigotten  As some men lose
thewr hows 1 laziness, because they suppose, that
theie 1s tine enough for the 1eparation of neglect ;
others busy themselves n providing that no length
ef fe may want employment, and 1t often hap-

~ -

pens,
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v
pens, that sluggishiness and activity are cqually sur-
prised by the st summons, and pensh not more
differently from each other, than the fowl that re-
cewed the shotin her flight, from her that 15 lalled
upon the bush )

Among the many improvements made by the last
centurics i human honowledze, may bLe numbered
the exact calculations of the value of lite, but what-
ever may be thewr use m trathich, they scem very httle
to have advanced morhty  lhey have hitherto been
rther applied to the scqusition of money, than of
wisdom, the computer refers none of tus caleulons
to lus own tenure, but persists, in contempt of pro-
bability, to foretel old 1ge to lumsclf and believes
that he 13 marl cd out to reich the utmost verge of
human exwstence, and see thousands wd ten thou
sands fall mto the gravc

So deeply 1s this tulacy rooted 1n the heart, and
50 strongly guarded by hope and fear agamst the ap
proach of reason, that neither science nor espernence
can shake 1t, and we act as if lfc ware without end,
though we see and confess its uncertamty and short-
ness

Divines hwve, with great strength and aidour,
shown the abswdity of dclrying 1eformation and
repentance, a degree of folly mdeed, which scts
etermty to hazard It 4s the same weahness, 1 pro
portion to the mmportance of the neglect, to trans
fer any care, winch now clams our attention, to'a
future tine, we subject ourselves to ncedless dangers
from weidents which ewrly dibgence would have ob
viated, on p rples our minds by vain precauticns
‘apd make provision for the esecution of designs w

53 whihy
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which the opportumty once missed never will
.return

As he that lives longest lives but a little while,
every man may be ceitan that he has no time to
waste. 'The duties of hfe are commenswmatc to its
duration, and every day brings its tash, wiich if
neglected is doubled on the morrow But he that
has already tiifled away those months and ycars, in
which he should have laboured, must 1cmember that
he has now only a part of that of which the whole 1s
little , and that since the few moments remaming are
to he considered as the last trust of heaven, not onc is
to be lost.

Nums. 72. SATURDAY, November 24, 1750.

Omnis Arnistippum decuet status, ct colos, et res,
Tentantem majora, fere pracscatibus cquun. 1lor,

Yet Aristippus ev'ry dress became,

In ev'ry various change of life the same ;

And though he aim’d at things of higher hind,

Yet to the present held an equal mind Fraxes,

o the RAMBLER.
 BIR,

’j YHOSE who exalt themselves into the chair
of mstruction, without enquiring whether any

will submit to therr authority, have not sufficiently
considered how much of human life passes in lhttle
incidents, cuisory conveisation, shght busmess, and
' casual
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casunl amusements, and therefore they have endea-
voured only to inculeate the more anful virtues,
without condescending to regard those petty quahties,
which grow 1mportant oniy by their frequency, and
whch, though they produce no single acts of hermsm:
nor astomsh us by great events, yet are every mo
ment exerting their nfluence upon us, and make the
draught of ife sweet or bitter by unperceptible anstil
Intions  They operate unseen and unregarded, as
change of mir makes us sich or healthy, though we
brcathc 1t without attention, and only know thc par
ticles that unpregnate 1t by their ~alutnry or malig.
nant effects
You have shown yourself not ignorant of the value
of those subaltern endowments, yet hwe Itherto
neglected to recommend good humour to the world,
though a hittle reflection will show you that 1t 15 the
balm of beng, the quabty to which all that adorns or
elevates manhind must owe its power of pleasing
Without good humour, lewnmng and bravery can
only confer that superionity 1 luch swells the heart
of the Tion 1n the desert, where he roars without re
ply, and ravages without resistance  Without goods
humour, virtue may avwe by its dignity, and amaze
by 1t> brightness , but must always be viewed ot 2
distance, and will scarcely gain 4 friend or attiact an
mitator ‘
Good humour may be defined 2 hibit of beng
plewsed, a constwit nd perenmal softness of man
, ner, easiness of approach, and suavity of disposition,
like that whi¢h every man perceives m lumsclf, when
the first transpouts of new feliaty have subsided, and
1ns thoughts are only hept Jo motion by a slow suc
¥4 cessibn
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72,
cession of soft impulses  Good-humour is a tate
between gayety and unconcein, the ad o1 emana-
tion of a2 mmd at lasure to regad the gratification
of anothor.

It 15 unagmed by many, that whencuer they aspue
to please, they we sequied to be weny, and to <how
the gladness of then souls by fhibts of pleasantiy, and
busts of laughter  Dut though these men may
De for ¢ time heard with applause and adnmation,
thev scldom delight us long,  We emoy than a
hitle, and then retire to casmess and good-humour,
as the eyc gazes a while on cminences ghtteimg with
the sun, but soon twns aching away to vaduie and
10 flovers

Gayety 15 to good-humour as animal petfumes
to vegetable hagiance; the one oveipowas weak
spirits, and the other 1caeatcs and 1evises thom
Gayety seldom fails to give some pamn, the heaers
either stram theh faculties to accompany its tower-
ings, or ae lut beland m envy and despan.  Good-
humou boasts no faculties which every one does not
behese in lus own power, and pleases jumcipally by
not offending

It 15 well known that the most certain way to five
any man plcasure 15 to peisuade hum that you 1eceve
pleasure fiom him, to encomage lim to freedom and
confiaence, and to avoid any such appeaance of su-
penotity as may overbear and depress im We sce
many that by this ait only spend their days m the
midst of cmesscs, mviations, and cvilities, and
without any estiaoidina y quabitics or attmnments,
are the unversal favourttes of both seves, and coi-
tdnﬂy find 2 friend m every place. The dailings of

the
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the world will, mdeed, be generally found such as
prate nesther jedousy nov fear and arc not cona
dered as candidites for any unment degrec of repu-
tation, but content themselves with common ac-
complt hments, wd endeavour rither to sohat
kindness than to ruse esteem  therefore, m assem~
bhes and places of resort, 1t seldom fails to happen,
that though at the ¢ntrance of <ome particular per-
son, esery fce brightens with gladness, and every
hand 15 extended 1 stdutation, yet if you pursue
im beyond the first exchange of avihities, you wili
find lom of very small mpottance and only wel-
come to tl e company, as ore by whom all concene
themsehves admired, and with whom ~ny one is at
Tiberty to amuse lumself when he ¢ find no other
.mdxtor or compamon, s onc with whom all are 1t
‘ease, who will hear 2 jest without eniieism and o
nuratne  without contradichion, who laughs with
every wit, and yields to every disputer

There are many whose vanity always welines them
‘to as ocrate with those from whom they hue noica-
son to tear moitification  and theie we times m which
the wise and the Fnowing are witlg to 1eceve prae
without the labour of destrving 1t, 1 which the most
elevated mind s walling 10 descend, and the most
actise to’be at st All theretore are at some hour
or anothar fond of companions whom they cin en-
tertain upon easy tetmms and who wall iehieve them
fiom soltude * without condemnmg them ta vim
lance and cinnon  We nre most welmed to love
when we have nothing t fear, and he that encou
rages us to please oursclses, will not be long with-
out preferer ce i om affection to those whoseilearn

lﬂn’
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ing holds us at the distance of pupils, or whose wit
calls all attention from us, and leaves us without im+
portance and without regaid.

Tt 15 1emarked by pimnce Henry, when he sees Fal-
staff lying on the ground, that ke could have better
spared @ better man  He was well acquamted with
the vices and follies of hun whom he lamented; but
while lus conviction compelled lum to do justice to
superiour qualities, lus tendeiness still broke out at
the Yemembiance of Falstaff, of the cheerful com-
panion, the' loud buffoon, with whom he had passed
his tipe 1n all the luxury of idleness, who had glad-
ded him with unenvied meriiment, and whom he
tould at once enjoy and despise.

You may peihaps think this account of those who
are distingmshed for thewr good-humour, not very
consistent with the praises which I have bestowed
aupon 1t But surely nothing can more evidently
show the value of this quality, than that it recom-
mends those who are destitute of all other excellen-
cies, and procures regaid to the trifling, friendship
.fo the worthless, and affection to the dull.

Good-humour 15 indeed generally degraded by the
chaiacters in which 1t 1s found; for, bemg considered
as a cheap and vulgar quality, we find 1t often neg-
lected by those that, having excellencies of Ingher
reputation and brighter splendour, peihaps imagme
that they have some right to gratify themselves at
the expense of otheis, and are to demand compli-
ance rather than to piactise it Ii1s by some un-
-fortunate mistake that almost all those who have any
-claim to esteem or love, press their pretensions with
too little consideration of others. This mistake, my

own

L8
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onn 1mterest, as well as my zeal for general happ-
ness, mahes me desiwous to rectly, for I have o
friend, who, Leeause he hnows fus own fidelity and
usefulness, 15 neser withing to sink to 8 companion #
1 have a wife whose beauty first subdued me, and
whose wit confirmed her conquest, but whose beauty
now serves no other purpose than to emtie her 10
tyranny, and whose wit1s only used to justfy per-
verseness

Surcly nothmg can be more unreasonable than to
lose the will to please, when we are consuouns of the
power, or show more cruelty than to choose any hind
of influence before that of hmdness  He that 1c-
gds the welfwe of others, should mahe lus virtue
approrchable, that 1t may be loved and copied , and
he that considers the wants winch every man feels,
or will teel, of esternal assistance must rather wish to
be surrounded by those that love hum, than by those
that admire lus cxeellencigs, or <oheit Ius favours
for ndmiration ceases with novelty, and nterest gains
its end and retires A wan whose great quabties
want the ornament of superficial attractions, 1s hile
a nahed mountain with mines of go'd, winch will be
frequented poly ol the treasure 13 txhrusted

Iam, &c¢

Puiroviprs
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Nunms. 73. Turspay, November 27. 1750.

Stulte, quad O fiustya colis pucyilibes optas
Qua nop ulla tultl, fertee, forutic dies Os,n.

YWhy thinks the fool vith cluldich hope tocee
W hat nerther 1s, nor was, nor ¢’vr shall be?
Lrriinzionr

Tothe RANIDLLER.
SIR,

"—gt]? you fecl any of that compassion which you
recommended to others, you will not disregard a
case which I have 1cason from observation to belicve
very common, and which I know by evpericnce to
be very miserable And though the querulous aic
seldom received with gieat ardom of hindness, I
hope to escape the mortification of finding that my
lamentations spread the contagion of impatience,
and produce anger rather than tenderness I wite
not metely to vent the swelling of my heait, but to
enquire by what means I may 1ccover my tianquil-
ity , and shall endeavour at brevity mn my narrative,
having long known that complamt quichly tires,
however elegant, or however just

I was born m a1emote county, of a family that
boasts alliances with the gieatest names m Englsh
history, and extends its claime of affimty to the Zu-
dors and Plantagenets + My wncestois, by little and
little, wasted thewr patrimony, till my father had not
gnough left for the suppoit of a family, without de-

scendng



N 73 THE RAMBLER 13

scending to the cultwvation of Ius own grounds, Le-
g condemned to pay three sisters the fortunes al-
lotted them by my grandfather, who 1» suspected to
bave made Ins will when he was incapable of adjust-
g properly the claims of lus cluldren, -nd who,
pethps without design, cunched s daughters by
begaring lus con My aunts bung at the death of
thur father, neither young nor beauttful, nor very
emment for softness of behwiour, were suffered to
Ine unsohcited, and by nccumulatn, the mterest of
their portiops giew every day uicher and prouder
My father pleased lnmwdf with forescung that the
possessions of those ladies must revert at last to the
hereditary estate, and that Ins fanuly umght lose none
of 1ts dhgmty, resohved to heep me untunted with a
lucrative employment, whenever therefore I disco
veied any inchnation to the mnprovement of my
condition, my mother neser fatled to put me i mmd
of my lirth, and charged me to do nothng with
which T o ht be reproached when 1 sliould come to
ny wnts estate
In all the puplevties of venations whicl want of
money brought upon us, 1t was our constnt pric-
tice to hue recour ¢ to futurty  If any of our
nughbours smipassad us moapprarince  we went
home wd contrived an cquipne, with winch the
dath of my aunts was to supply us  If any pur.e
proud upstart was deficient m respect, ‘vengeance
w1s refeired to the time m wlich our cstate was to
be repured  We segistered ¢very net of enihity and
rudeness, enquued the number of dishes at every
feast, and mumuoted the fuimture of every house,
that we might, when the hour of afffucnce should
- corfe
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come, be able to eclipse all their splendour, and sur-
pass all thew magmficence

" Upon plans of clegance, and schemes of pleasure,
the day rose and set, and the vear went round un-
regarded, wiile we were busied 1 laying out planta-
tions on giound not yet our own, and deliberating
whether the manor-house should be iebwlt or re-
pawed. This was the amusement of ow leisure,
and the solace of our exigencies, we met together
only to contrive how our approaching fortune should
be enjoyed, for m this our conversation always
ended, on whatever subject 1t began. We had none
of the collateral terests, which diversify the hfe
of others with joys and hopes, but had turned our
whole attention on one event, which we could ner-
ther hasten noi retard, and had no other object of
curiosity than the health or sickness of my aunts,
of which'we were caieful to procure very exact and
early mtelligence.

This visionary opulence for a while soothed our
imagmation, but afterwards fiied our wishes, and
exaspeiated our necessities, and my father could not al-
ways restrain himself from exclaimimg, that 2o creature
kad so mary lwes as a cat and an old maid At last,
upon the recovery of his sister from an ague, wiich
she was supposed to have caught by spaung fie,
ke began to losc his stomach, and four months
afterwards sunk 1nto the grave.

My mothér, who loved her husband, survived him
but a httle while, and lcft me the sole hen of ther
lands, their schemes, and their wishes As I had not
enlarged my conceptions either by books or conver-
§ati?‘l; 1 differed only from my father by the fresh-

NCSs
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ness of my cheeks, and the vigour of my step, and,
hike lum, gave way to no thoughts but of enjoying
the wealth which my aunts were howding

At length the cldest fell Ml T paid the cvibitics
and compliments which sichness requires with the
ptmost punctuality I dienmed evay mght of
escutcheons and winte gloves, and enquired cvery
morming at an ewly hour, whethu thue were any
news of my dear aunt At Inst 2 messenger was sent
to mform me that I must come to her without the
delay of a moment I went and hewd her last ad-
vice, but opemng her will, Tound tint she had left
her fortune to her second sister

I hung my head, the youngest sister threatened to
be marned, and every thing was disappomntment and
discontent I was m danger of losing nreparably
one third of my hopes, and was condemned stll to
Wait for the rest  Of part of my tatour Iwas soon
eased, for the youth, whom Ius relations would have
compelled to marry the old Indy, after mnumerable
stipultions, articles, and scttlements, rin awny with
the daughter of Ins father s groom, and my aunt
upon this conviction of the perfidy of man, 1esolved
never to listen more to amorous addresses

Ten years longer I dragged the shackles of ex-
pectation without ever suffermg a day to puss 1
which [ did not compute how much my chance was
amproved of being rich to morrow At last the se
cond lady died, after a short illness, wiach yet was
Jong encugh to afford her time for the disposal of Ler
estate, which she gave to me aficr the death of her
sister
i I was
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I was now rcheved fiom pait of my misery, a
larger fortune, though not m my power, was certain
and upalienable; nor was thae now any danga,
that I might at last be fiustiated of my hopes by a
fret of dotage, the flatteries of a chamber-mad, the
whispais of a tale-beaier, o1 the officiousness of a
nurse  But my wealth was yet m 1cversion, my aunt
was to be buied before I could emerge to mandenr
and pleasuie, and thaic weie yet, according to my
father's obscrvation, mine ives between me and  hap-
piness.

I however hived on, without any clamows of dis-
content, and comforted myscll with conadenng, that
all are mo.tal, and they who aic contmually decaying
must at last be destioycd.

But let no man fiom this time suficr Ins feliety
to depend on the death of Ins aunt  The oood
gentlenoman was vay regul o her lo wa,gand
simple m her diet, angl m walking o1 siang <l
wahing or sleeping, had always in view the preser-
ation of her health  She was subject to no disorder
but hypochondiac dejection, by which, without m-
tention, she mcieascd my msenes, for whenever the
weather was cloudy, she would take her bed and send
me notice that her time was come I went with all
the haste of eageiness, and sometimes 1eceived pas-
sionatc mjunctions to be kind to her maid, and di-
rections how the last offices should be peiformed;
but 1f before my arival the sun happened to bieak
out, or the wind to change, I met her at the door,
or found her in the garden, busting and wigilant,
with all the tokens of long life,

Some~
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Sometimes, however, she fell into distempers, and
was thrce gven over by the doctor, yet Jhe found
mems of shpping through the gripe of death, end
after having tortured me three months at each time
with vio'ent alternations ot hope and tear, came out
of her chamber without any other hurt than the loes
of flesh, winchin & few wed s she recovered by broths
and jellies

s most have sagacity <ufficient to guess at the de
sires of an heir, 1t was the constant practice of those
who were open at second hand, and endeavoured to
secure my favour agamst the time when I should be
nch  to pav ther court by informing me that my
aunt began to droop, that she had latcly u bad mzht,
that <he coughed feebly, and that she could never
chimb Aay Wil, or, at leat, that the autumn would
earry her off  Sfhus was T flattered in the wnter
with the pieraing winds of Varch, and m sunmer,
with the fogs of September  But she fned through
spring and fall and set heat and cold at defiance, till,
after near half a century, I buned her, on the four-
tecnth of last June, nged nincty three years, five
months, and sin duys

Tor two months after her death I was rich, and
was pleved with that obsequiousness and reverence
which wealth mstantancously procures  Bur tins joy
15 now past, and I hwe returned agmn to my old
habit of wishing  Bemg accustomed to gve the fu~
tare full power over my mind, and to start anay
from the scene beforc me to some expectcd enjoy-
ment, Ldehver up mycclf to the tyrwny of cery
desire which fancy suggests, and long for o thou-
sand things wiuch I am unable to procure  Money

Vor V Cc hus
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has tuch less ‘power than 1s asciibed to 1t Dy
those that want 1t. I had formed schemes which k
cannot exccute, I lad supposed events which do
not come to pass, and the iest of my hfe must
pass m craving solicitude, unless you can find some
remedy for a mind, coriupted with an mveterate
disease of - wishing, and unable to think on any
tlmg but wants, which reason tells me will never
be suppled
¢ I am, &c.

Curipus.

‘ Nums. 74. Saturpay, December 1, 17750,
Ruzatw deland sepe caprina, 1or.

For nought tormented, she for nought toiments

-

luLrniasron.,

M EN seldom give pleasuie, where they aie not
- pleased- themselves , 1t 1s necessary, therefoie,
to cultivate an habitual alaciity and cheeifulness,
that 1 whatever state we may be placed by Piow-
dence, whether we aie appomnted to confar or
receive benefits, to imploie or to afford piotection,
we may secure the love of those with whom we trans-
act Kor though 1t 15 generally mmagmed, that he
who giants favowms, may spae any attention to his
behaviour, and that usefulness will always procure
friends, yet 1t has been found, that theie 15 an art of
glanting requests, an ait very difficult of attan-
ment .- that -officiousness and hiberality. may be sa

- - i
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adulterated, as to lose the greater part of thawr efftet,
that comphance may provohe, relief may haiass, and
hiberahty distress

No disease of the mind can more fatally disable 1t
from benevolence, the chief duty of social bemngs,
than 11t humour or peevishness , for though 1t Lreaks
not out 1n paroxysms of outrage, nor bursts into cla
mour, turbulence, and bloodshed, 1t wears out hap-
pmess by slow conosion, and small mjuries 1nces-
santly repcated It may be considered as the canher
of life, that destroys its vigour, and checks its im
provement, that creeps on with hourly depredations,
and tants and vitiatcs what 1t cannot consume

Peevishness, when it has been so far indulged, s
to outran the motions of the will, and discover itself
without premeditation, 15 a species of depravity m
the nghest degiec disgusting and offensive because
no 1ectitude of mtention, nor sofine s of address can
ensure a moment > exemption from afhiont and ndsg
mty W inle we are courting the favour of a peevish
man and exerting ourselve m the most diligent a
vility  an unluchy syllable displeases an unheeded
circumstance ruffles and exasperates, and m the mo
ment when we congatulate ourselves upon having
guned a frend, om cndeavours e fro trited o
once, and all our assiduity forgotten n the casual
tumult of somc trifling nrtation

This troublesome impatience 15 sometines no
thing moie than the symptom of some deeper ma
lady He that 1s angry without daring to confess
i tesentment, or sorrowful without the liberty of
telling > grief, 15 too fiequently mclined to give
vent to the fermentations of s mind at the first pas-

c2 sagLs



20 THE RAMBLER. 9y

sages thatme opened, and to let lus passions boil
over upon those whom accident thiows m his wav,
A pamful and tedious comse of sichness fxcqucnt]y
produces such an atmming appichension of the least
mciease of uneasmess, as keeps the soul perpetually
on the watch, such a restless and ncessant sohcitude,
as no caie o1 tendciness can appcasc, and can ouly
be pacified by the cue of the distenyper, and the re-
nioval of that pam by wlnach 1t 1s excited

Neaily approaching to tlus weakncss, 1s the cap-
tiousness of old age When the stiength is crushed,
the senses dulled, and the common pleaswes of hife
become msipid by repetition, we aie wihing to un-
pute our uncasiness to causes not wholly out of our
power, and please ouselves with fancymg that we
suffer by neglect, unlkindness, or any cvil which ad-
mits a remedy, 1ather than by the decays of natue,
which cannot be pievented or 1epaned. We theie-
fore 1evenge ow pams upon those on whom we 1e-
solve to chaige them, and too often dive mankind
away at the time we have the gicatest necd of tender-
ness and assistance

But though pecvishness may sometimes claim our
compassion, as the consequence or concomilant of
misery, 1t 1s veyy often found, wheie nothing can
Justify or excuse 1ts adimssion  Itis fiequently one
of the attendants on the prospcious, and 15 em-
ployed by msolence 1 exacting homage, or by ty-
ranny i haiassmg subjection. It 1s the offspung
of 1dleness or pude of idlencss anxwous for tifles,
ot pride unwilling to endure the least obstiuction
of her wishes. ﬂmwwhﬂmmlmchwdmsdh
tude andeed natwelly contiact this unsocial quality,

’ because,
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because, having long had only themsclves to please
they do not veadily depwt from therr own inchna
tion> , then smgulantics therefore are only blamable,
when they have imprudently or morosely withdiawn
themselyves fiom the woild, but there are others, who
have, without any necesaty nuistd up this habit in
therr minds, by making unphat submissiveness the
condition of thewr favour, wd suffering none to ap
proach them, but those who never speal  but to ap-
plaud, or move but to obey
He that gives limsclt up to lus own fancy, and
converses with none but such as he hures to lull him
on the down of absolute authonity, to sooth him with
obsequiousness, and regale lum with flattery, soon
mows too slothful for the labow of contest, too ten
der for the aspenty of contradiction, and too delicate
for the coarseness of truth , a little opposition offends,
« little restrumt enrages, and a httle difficulty per.
pleses him  having been accustomed to see every
thing gve way to lis humour he soon foigets Iy
own httleness, and expects to find the world rolling at
Ins beel, and A}l mankind employed to ac onnodate
and delight him
Titrica had alarge fortune bequeathed to her by
an aunt, winch made her very caly independent,
and placed her n a Jtate of superionty to all "bout
her Having no superfluty of under tanding she
was soon mtoxicated by the flatteies of her maud,
who mformed her that lndies, such as she, had no-
thing to do but take pleasure then own wiy, that
she wanted nothing from others, and had theiefore
no reason to svalue then opmion, that monecy was
cvery thing, and that they svho thought themselves
c3 il
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ill-treated, should look for better usage among their
equals.

Warm with these generous sentiments, 7efrica
came forth mto the world, m which she endeavouied
to force respect by haughtiness of micn and vehe-
mence of language , but having ncither bnth, beau-
ty, nor wit, mn any uncommon degree, shc suffered
such moitifications fiom those who thought them-
selves at liberty to return her msults, as 1educed her
turbulence to cooler mahignity, and taught her to
préctlsc her arts of vexation only wheie she might
hope to tyranmze without 1csistance  She continued
from her twentieth to her fifty-fifth year to torment
all her mferiours with so much diligence, that she has
formed a principle of disapprobation, and finds in
every place something to giate her mmd, and distmb
her quiet

If she takes the air, she 1s offended with the heat
or cold, the glare of the sun, o1 the gloom of the
clouds , 1f she. makes a wvisit, the 100m m which she
is to be received, 1s too lhight, or too daik, or fui-
nmished with sométhmg winch she cannot sec with-
out aveision Her tea 1s never of the 1ight soit, the
figures on the Chuna give her disgust  Whete theie
are children, she hates the gabble of biats, wheie
there aie none, she cannot bear a place without
some cheerfulness and rattle 1f many servants aie
kept m a house, she never fails to tell how lord
Lavish was rumed by a numerous retinue , if few, she
relates the story of a muser that made his conipany
walt on themselves She quairelled with one fa-
myly, because she had an unpleasant view hom their
windows , with another, because the squiriel leaped

within
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within two yards of her, and with ~ thwd, because
she could not bear the noise of the parrot.

Of millmeis and mantua makers she 1s the pro-
verbial torment  She compels them to alter ther
work, then to unmahe 1t, and contrive 1t after an-
other fashion, then changes her nund, and hhes 1t
better as 1t was at first then will have a smallim-
provement  Thus she proceeds tilf no profit can
recompense the vexation, they at last leave the
clothes at her house, and refuse to serve her  Her
mayd, the only bemg that c'n endure her tyranmy,
professes to take her own course, nd hear her mistress
talk  Such 1s the consequence of peevishness, 1t can
be born only when 1t 1s despreed

1t sometimes happens that too clo ¢ an attcntxon
to minute exactness, or a too ngorous habit of ex
ammmng every thing by the standard of perfcction
viuntes the temper, rather than napraves the under-
stnding  and teaches the mmd to ~discern faults
with unhappy penetration It 15 madent hikewse to
men of vigorous unagmation to please themselves too
much with futurihes, and to fret because those ex-
pectations are disappomted which should never have
been formed  hnowledge and gemus aie often enc
mies to quiet, by sugzesting 1deas of excellence, which
men and the performinces of men cannat attam
But let no man rashly determine, that his unwilling-
ness to be pleased 15 a proof of understanding unless
Jus superiority appenrs from less doubtful evdence,
for though peevishness may sometimes justly boast
its descent trom learming or from wit, 1t 15 much
oftener of base extraction, the child of vamty, and
nurshing of ignorance

c4
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Nuws. 75. Turspay, December 4, 1750-

Daigatur nema, msi cur Tortuna secunda cst,
Que, simul wtonurt, movima queqie Jugat. Ovin.

When smiling Tortunc .j1cads hor golden ray,

All crowd around to tlatte. and obey

But when she thunders fiom ' gy shy,

Qur tiiends, owm flatterers, cur Jovers fly Miss A, W *

Zothe RAMBLER
SIR,

r g "I E dihgence with which you endcavour to
cultivate the knowledoe of natuie, manncs,
and life, will perhaps mcline you to pay some iegard
to the obseivations of one who las been taught to
know mankind by unwelcome mtormation, and whose
opinons are the 1esult, not of solitary conjectures,
but of piactice and expeiience
I was born to a laige {ortune, and bied to the
knowledge of those arts which aie supposed to ac-
comphish thc mmd, and adoin the peison of a wo-
man. To these attamments, which custom and edu-
cation almost forced upon me, 1 added some volun-
tary acquisitions by the use of hooks, and the con-
versation of that spccics of men whom the ladics
generally mention with teirour and aveision under the
name of scholars, but whom 1 have found a harm-
less and woffensive order of bemgs, not so much

* Anna Williams, of whom an account 1s given i the Life of
Dr Johnsen, prefised to this Edition. C

>
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wicer than ourselses, but that they mny recenc as
well as communieate hoowledge, and more mchined
to degrade ther own character by cowardly sub
mission, than to oveibear or oppress us with thar
learming or their wit.

Trom thesc men however, f they are by hnd
treaument encouraged to tik, somethmg may be
gamed  wlich  embelhished wih  eleganey, and
softened by modesty will alwys add digmty and
value tofemale conversation, and from my acquamt-
ance with the bookich part of the world I demsed
many principles of judgment and masuns of pru-
dence, by which T was enabled to dinw upon myself
the generi regmd m every place of concourse or
pleasure My opimion was the great rule of appio-
bation, my remarks were remembacd by those who
desired the second degrec of fame, my mien was
studied, my dress was mmitated, my lctters were
handed from one fumly to another, and read by
those who copred them as sent to themselves my
viaits were solicited as lhonours, and multitudes
boasted of an mtunacy with Velsss who had only
scen me by acadent, and whose famihianty had never
procecded beyond the exclinge of a complment, or
retuin of a courtesy

I shall male no scraple of confessing that I was
pleased with this unnversal veneration, because I al-
ways consideicd 1t as pud to my mtrinsich qualitics
and msep rable ment, and very casily persuaded wny-
self that fortune hid no part m my supenonty
When T looked upon my glhss, I saw youth and beauty,
with henlth that mught give me 1e1son to hope theiw

continuance,
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continuance, when I cxammed my mind, I found
some stiength of judgment, and feitlity of fancy;
and was told that every action was grace, and that
every accent was persuasion

In this mapner my hfe past hike a continual
tuumph amidst acclamations, and envy, and court-
ship, and caresses to please Adelissa was the geneial
ambition, and evary stiatagem of aitful flattery was
practised upon me  To be flattered 1s grateful, even
when we know that om paises arc not believed by
those who pronounce them, tor they piove, at least,
our poncer, and show that cut favow 15 valucd, since
it 15 purchased by the meanncss of falsehood — But,
pehaps, the flatterer 15 not often detected, for an
honest mind 15 not apt 1o suspect, and no one exeits
the power of disceimment with much vigour when
self-love favows the decert

‘The number of adoiais, and the peipetual distrac-
tioa of ny thoughts by new schemes of pleaswie, pre-
vented me from hstening to any of those who crowd
m multitudes to give gnls advice, and kept me un-
maincd and unengaged to my twenty-seventh year,
when, as I was towening m all the prde of uncon-
tested excelleney, with a face yet Iittle impaned, and
a mind howly mpioving, the falme of a fund,
iz which my money was placed, reduced me to a
frugal competency, wlnch allowed httle beyond ncat-
ness and independence

I bore the dimmution of my 1iches without any
outiages of so11ow, or pusillanimity of dejection In-
deed I did not know how much I had lost, for, having
always heard and thought moie of my wit and

beauty,
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beauty, than of my fortune, 1t did not suddenly enter
my magmation, that Welssa could sink beneath her
established vnh while her form and het mind con<
tmued the same, that <he could cerse to ruse wdimra
tion Lut by ceasing to desenve i, or fecd any stiole
but from the hand of time

It was m my power to have concealed the lo s nd
to have married, by continuing the same ppenrince,
with all the credit of my ongmai fortune, but I was
not so fir sunh 1 my own esteem, as to submut to
the baseness ot fitud, or to desue any other 1com
mendation than sen ¢ and wirtue 1 theretore dis
missed my equipage, sold those ornaments wlich were
become unsuitable to my new condition, and ppeared
among those with whom I used to constise with less
ghtter but with equal spint.

I found mysclf recewed at every visit, with sor-
row beyond what 15 paturally felt for calanmtics
which we bave no pait, and was entertamed with
condolence and consolation so fiequently repeited
that my friends plamly consulted rther than own
gratification, than my relif dome hom that nme
rcfused my acquawmtance, -awd forbore, without wny
provocation, to repay my wvieits, some wisited me
but afier a longer mtenval than usual and ertry
return was stll with moie delay, nor did any of my
female acquamtances fail to ntroduce the mention
of my mustortuncs, to compue my piesent and for ner
condition to tell me how mmuch 1t must tiouble me
to want the splendour wlich I became so well to ook
at pleasures which I hd foimaly enjoyed, and to
sk to a level with those by whom I had been con

sidercd
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sidered as moving m a lugher sphere, and who had
mtherto approached me with reverence and submis-
ston, which I was now no longer to expect.

Observations hke these, aie commonly nothing
better than coveit msults, which serve to give vent to
the flatulence of pride, but they are now and then
imprudently uttered by honesty and benevolence,
and inflict pain wheie Lmdness s intended, I will,
therefore, so far mamtain my antiquated claim to
politeness, as to ventme the establishment of this
rule, that no one ought to rcmind another of mis-
fortunes of which the sufferet does not complam,
and which thcie are no means proposed of alleviat-
ing You have no right to excite thoughts which
necessarlly give pam whenever they 1eturn, and which
pethaps mght not have revived but by absuid and
uniseasonable compassion.

My endless train of lovers immediately withdrew,
without 1a151ng any emotions. The gieater part had
indeed always professed to cowt, as 1t 1s tcimed,
upon the square, had enquired my foitune, and of-
tered settlements, these had undoubtedly a right to
1etrre without censure, smce they had openly tieated
for money, as necessary to thewr happiness, and who
can tell how httle they wantéd any other poition® I
have always thought the clamours of women unrea-
sonable, who imagme themselves mjuied because the
men who followed them upon the supposition of a
gicater foitune, 1eject them vwhen they are discovered
to have less I have never known any lady, who f
did not thmk wealth a title to some stipulations m
her favow . and surely what 1s claimed by the pos-

$CS8101
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session of money 1s justly forfuited by its loss  She
that hns once demanded a settlumunt has allowed the
mportance of fortune, and when she cannot show
pecuniary merit, why should she think her cheapener
obhiged to purchase?

\ly lovers were notall cantented with silent de cr-
tion  Some of them sesenged the nelet wlich
they had formerly endured by wanton wd superflu-
nus 1nsults, and endeavoured to mortify e, by pyy-
ing, m my presence those chilities to other ladics
which were once devoted only to me  But, ns st
bad been my rule to tret men according to the rank
of thor mtellect, I had never sufiired any one to
waste his hie m suspense, who could hwe Clllpk)}[.‘(l
it to better purpose, and had thacfore no cnennes
but coxcombs, whose resentment and respect were
equally below mny consideration

The only pam wineh T have fult from degradation,
15 the loss of that nfluence which T lad aluays e
erted on the side of virtne, 1 the defence of 1no-
cence, and the ascertion of truth I now find ny
opinions shghted my <entiments cnva ed  amd wv
arguments opposed by those that uscd to Iisten to we
without reply, and struzgle to be fust i expre.smg
their convichion

The female disputants have wholly thrown off my
authouty , and 1f I endevour to enforce my reasons
by  appeal to the scholars that happen to be present,
the wrctches are certam to pay their court by suen
ficmg me and my system to 2 finer gown, and I am
every hour msulted with contrudicion by cowards
who could never find till lately that Afe/issa was hable
to errou

Theie
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There aic two persons only whom I cannot charge
with having changed their conduct with my change
of foitune  One is an old curate that has passed lus
Iife in the duties of his profession, with gieat reputa-
tion for his knowledge and piety, the othet 15 a
licutenant of diagoons The parson made no dif-
ficulty mn the height of my clevation to check me
when I was pert, and mstiuct me when I blundeied ;
and if theie 15 any alteration, he 15 now more timoi-
ous lest lus fieedom should be thoughtiudeness  The
soldier never paud mc any particular addresses, but
very 11g1dly obseived all the 1ules of politencss which
he 1s now so fa1 fiom relasing, that whenever he
setves the tca, he obstinately cariies me the fust dish,
in deflance of the fiowus and whispeis of the table
¢ This, Mr Rannrre, 1s fo see the world. 1t is
impossible for those that haic only known afluence
and piospeity, to judge 1ightly of themseclves o
othets. 'The 1ich and the poweiful hive m a peipe-
tual masqueiade, m which all about them wear bor-
rowed characteis, and we only discover mm what

estimation we are held, when we can no longer gne
hopes or feais.

I am, &ec.
MELISSAL
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Nuus 456 Sarvroiy, December 8, 17304

——— Suris ubs passm
Palantes error ccrto de tranate pell t
Ille smstrovsum hic dextrorsuns abat unus utrique
Lrror sed varus dludit partibus 1lor.

W\ hitle mazy error dr'\\\-s m nhind astray

¥ rom truths surc pith each trhes hus devious way

One to the right one ta the left recedes

Altke duuded as ech fincy leads, L1 pinsToN

I T 15 easy for every man, whateser be lus cha-
rcter with others, to find reasons for estecining
himself, and therefore censure, contempt, or con-
viction of cnmes, seldom deprive lim of his own
favour  Ihosc, mdeed who can sce only external
ficts may look upon lnm with abhoncnee, but when
he calls himself to his own tubunal he finds every
fault, 1if not absolutely effaced, yct so much pal-
linted by the soodness of Ins mtentton and the co
genev of the motive, that very httle gt or turpi-
tude remams, and when he tahes a sursey of the
whole complicatton of s clruacter he discavars se
many Intent cseellencies, so mwy vitues that want
but an opportunity to evert themsche 1 act wd
30 many hind wishes for umsers1l happmess that hLe
looks on him cIf as suffering unjustly under the m
famy of smgle farhings, while the general temper of
Ins mund 15 unhnown o1 unregarded

It 15 natural to mean well, when only abstracted
weas of vutue e proposed to the mnd, and no pu
sicular passion turns us uside fiom 1cctitude, and so,

willm,
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willing 15 crary man to flatter ameelf, that the dif-
ference between approvng laws, and obeying them,
is ficquently forgotten; he  that acknowledges the
obligations of moiahity, and pleaces s vamity with
cnforemg them to others, concludes Inmselt sealous
in the cause of vutue, thouch he has no longer any
1cgard to her precepts, than they conform to hus own
desiies; and counts humself among her warmest
loveis, because he praises her beauty, though every
rival steals away Ins heart
Theic are, however, @eat numbers who have httle
recoursc to the icfincments of speculation, but whoe
yet hve at peace with themsclves, by means which
requue less undeistanding, o1 less attention W hen
thenr hearts arc btuthened with the conscousness of
a cume, mstead of scching for some remedy with-
in themsclves, they looh 1ound upon the et of
manhmd, -to fnd others tamted with the same gt~
they pleasc themsclves with obseiving, that they
have numbeis on then side, and that, though they
aie hunted out fiom the society of good men, they
a1¢ not likely to be condemned to solitude
It may be obseived, perhaps without cxception,
that none aie so mndustiious to detect wichedness, o
so ready to impute 1t, as they whose aumes aie ap-
paient and confessed  They envy an unblenushed
reputation, and what they envy they aie busy to de-
stioy, they aie unwilling to suppose tbemsclves
meaner and moie corrupt than otheis, and theiefore
willingly pull down- from thear clevations those with
whom they cannot rise to an equahty No man yet
was ever wicked without seciet discontent, and ac-
cording to the different degiees of jemaming vatue,
or
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or unextmgushed rcason, he aither endehvours to re
form! hlmcelf or corrapt others , tither to rfrun the
station which he has quitted, or presal on others to
imtate hus defection 1

Tt has elways been considered as an n“ewmon of
msety not to suffer alone, even when unon and so
clety can contribute nothing to resistince or escape ,
some' comfort off the same hind scems to nate
wickedness to seeh associates, though ndeed another
reason may be'guen for as guilt 15 propagated the
power of reproach 13 diminished, and among numbers
equally detestable every individual may beé sheltered
from shame, though not from consuence

Another lemtive by which the throbs of the breast
are assuaged, 15, the contemplation, not of the same,
but of different crimes  1le that cannot justify him-
self by/hus resemblance to others, 15 ready to try some
other éxpedient, and to mnquire what will rise to his
advantage from opposition nd dissumbtude  Ile
easily finds some faults m every human being, which
he weighs agamnst his own, and casily makes them
prepondcrate while he heeps the balwnce i ius own
hand, and throws 1n or tahes out at his pleasure cir-
cumstances that make them heavier or lighter  He
then trumphs m his comparative punty, and sets
himself at case, not because he can refute the charges
advanced agamst him, but because he can censure ng
accusers with equal justice, and no longer fears the
arrows of 1eproach, when he has stored lus maghzme
of mnalice with weapons equally <harp und equally
envenomed

This practice, though never just, 1s yet specious
and artful, when the censure 1 directed agaumst de

Vor V D viatong
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viations to the contrmy extieme.  The man who ix
branded with cowardice, may, with some appearance
of propiiety, turn all lus force of argument agamet
a stupid contempt of life, and 1ash picapitation mto
unnecessary danger.  Lvery recession fiom temerity
is an approach towmds cowardice, and though it be
confessed that bravery, like other virtues, stands be-
tween faults on cither hand, yet the place of the
middle pomnt may always be disputed, he may there-
fore often imposc upon carcless undeistandmgs, by
turning the attention wholly fiom lnmself, and kecp-
ing 1t fined mvaiably on the opposite fault; and by
showing how many cvils are avoirded by Ins beha-
vious, he may conceal for a time those which are in-
curred.

But vice has not always oppoitunities or address
for such artful subteifuges, men often extenuate
then own guwlt, only by vague and general charges
upon others, o1 cndeavour to gam rest to them-
selves, by pointing some other piey to the pursuit of
censuie.

Every whisper of infamy 15 industiiously circu
lated, every hunt of suspicion eagerly improved, and
every failme of conduct joyfully publshed, by those
whose inteiest it 1s, that the cyc and voice of the
publick should be employed on any 1ather than on
themselves.

All these atifices, and a thousand others equally
vam and equally despicable, are incited by that con-
viction of the deformuty of wickedness, fiom wlich
none can set himself free, and by an absurd desire to
separate the cause from the eftects, and to enjoy the
profit of crimes without sufferng the shame, Men

arc

[OOSR S .
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are willing to try all methods of reconciling guilt and
quet, and when therr understandings are stubborn
and uncomplying, raise their passions agamnst them,
and hope to overpower their own knowledge

1t 15 generally not so much the desire of men, sunk
mto depravity, to deceive the world as themselves,
for when no particular circumstances mahe them de
pendent on others, infamy disturbs them httle, but
as 1t revives therr remorse and 15 echoed to them
from therr own hearts The sentence most dreaded
1s that of reason and conscience, which they would
engage on therr aide at any price but the labours of
duty, and the sorrows of repentance For this pur-
pose every seducement,and fallacy 15 sought, the
hopes tll rest upon some new experiment still hfe 1s
atanend, and the last hour steals on unperceved,
while the faculties are engaced m resisting reason,
and repressing the sense of the Divine dxsapprobauon
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Nums. 77. Turspay, December 11, 1750.

Os dignum ceterno nitidum quod fulgeat auro,
St mallet laudar e Deum, cur sordida monstia
. Pratulit ot hqwdam temeravit crimine vocem.  PRUDENT.

v

A golden statue such a wit might claim,
' Had God and virtue rais’d the noble flame ;
' >But ah! how lewd a subject has he sung,
: What.vile obscemty profanes his tongue F. Lewrs,

AMONG those, whose hopes of distinction, or
riches, arise flom an oplmon of their’ intel-
lectual attammcnts it has been, from age to age, an
establlshed custom to complam of the mcmtltude of
mankind to then instructors, and’ the dlscomaaement
which men of gemus and study suffer from ‘avarice
and ignorance, from the prevalence of false taste, and
the encroachment of barbarnty.

Men are most powerfully affected by those evils
which themselves feel, or which appear before their
own eyes ; and as theie has never been a time of
such general felicity, but that many have failed to
obtam the rewards to which they had, i ther own
judgment, a just claim, some offended wuiter has
always declaimed, mn the rage of disappomntment,
agamst his age or nation, nor 1s there one who has
not fallen upon times more unfavourable to learmng
than any former centwy, or who does not wish, that
he had been reserved m the msensibihity of non-exist-
ence to some happier hour, when lterary merit shall
no longer be despised, and the gifts and caresses of

manhind
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mankind shall recompense the toils of study, and add
lustre to the charms of wit.

Many of these clamours are undoubtedly to be
considered only as the bursts of pride never to be sa-~
tisfied, as the prattle of affectation mimucking dis-
tresses unfelt, or as the common-places of vamty
sohiitous for splendour of sentences, and acuteness
of remarh (Yet 1t camnot be demed that frequent
discontent must proceed from frequent hardships,
and though,1t 15 evident, that not more than one
age or peoplecan deserve the censure of bemg more
averse, from; Jearning than any other, yet at all times
knowledge must have encountered impediments, and
wit been ;ymortified with contempt, or harassed with
persecution !

It 15 not necessary, however, to jom ammedately
m the outcry, or to condemn mankind as pleased
with 1ignorance, or always envious of superiour abik-
ties  The msertes of the learned have been related
by themselves, and since they have not been found
exempt from that partiahty with which men look
upon thewr own actions and suffermgs, we may con
clude that they have not forgotten to deck their cause
with the brightest ornaments and strongest colours
The logician collected all lus subtilties when they
were to be employed 1n s own defence and the
master of rhetorich exerted agamst lus adversary all
the arts by which hatred 15 embittered, and ndigna-
tion mflamed

To beheve no man n his own cause, 1 the stand-
g and perpetual rule of distnbutive justice  Since
therefore, 1 the controversy between the lewned and
their enemues, we have only the pleas of one party,

D3 of
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of the paity more able to delude our understandings,
and engage our passions, we must determine our opi-
nions by facts uncontested, and cvidences on each side
allowed to be genune.

By this procedure, I know not whether the students
will find then cause promoted, or the compassion
which they expect much increased. Let their con-
duct be mmpartially surveyed; let them be allowed
no longer to dircct attention at their pleasure, by ex-
patiating on therr own deserts; let neither ‘the dignity
of knowledge overawe the judgment, nor the graces
of elegance seduce it. It will then, peihaps, be
found that they were not able to produce claims to
kinder treatment, but provoked the calamities which
they suffered, and seldom wanted friends, but when
they wanted vntue.

That few men, celebrated for theoretick wisdom,

" live with conformity to their precepts, must be rea-

dily confessed ; and we cannot wonder that the in-
dignation of mankind nses with great vehemence
agamnst those, who neglect the duties which they ap-

pear to know with so strong convichion the necessity

of peifornmg Yet since no man has power of
acting equal to that of thinking, I know not whether
the speculatist may not sometimes mcur censuies too
severe, and by those, who form 1deas of lus hife fiom
therr knowledge of Iis books, be considered, as
worse than others, only because he was expected to
be better

He, by whose wntings the heart is rectified, the
appetites counteracted, and the passions repressed,
may be considered as not unprofitable to the gieat
republick of humanity, even though his behaviour

ot should
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should not nlways exemplify Ins rules  Ihs mstruc
tons may diffuce therr mflucnce to regions, m winch
it will not be inquired, whether the author be albus
an ater, good or bad ; to times, when all lns faults
and all lus follies shall be lost m forgetfulness, among
things of no cuncern or importance to the world ,
and he may lindle 1 thousands and ten thousands
that flame winch burnt but dimly in Iumself through
the fumes of passion, or the damps of cowardice
The vicions morahist may be considered as a tapir,
by which we are hghted through the labynnth of
complicated passions, he extends ns rdiance further
than Ins heat, and gwdes all that are within view, but
burns only those who make 100 near approaches

Yet since good or harm must be recened for the
most part’from those 10 whom we are famibiarly
known, he whose wices overpower his virtues, m
the compass to which lus vices can extend, has no
reason to complamn that he meets not with affection
or vencration, when those with whom he pas<es fus
hfe arc more corrupted by Ius practice than enhight.
ened by his ideas  Admwration Legms where nc
quamtance ceases, and lus favourers are distant, but
Ius enemies at hand

Yet mnny have dared to boist of neglected ment,
and to challenge ther age for cruclty and folly, of
whom 1t cannot be alleged that they have endet
voured to increase the wisdom or wvirtue of thur
readers  They have been at once profligate n thar
lves, and hceptious an their compositions, have not
only forsaken the paths of sirtue, Lut attempted to
lure others after them They have smoothed the
xoad of perdition, covered with flowers the thoms of

D4
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gult, and taught temptation sweeter notes, 'softer
blandishments, and stronger allmements.

Tt has been apparently the settled purpose of some
writers,, whose powers and acqusitions place them
high m the 1ank of hterature, to set fashion on ‘the
side of wickedness, ‘to 'recommend debauchery and
lewdness,” by assoclating ’them with qualiies most
likely to dazzle the discernment, and attract-the af-
fections , 'and to- show innocence and goodness with
such attendant weaknesses as necessaiily eapose them
to contempt and dension’ v

Such natwally found mtimates among the cor-
rupt, the thoughtless; and the int’empegate; passed
their lives amidst the levities of ‘sportive 1dleness, or
the warm professions of drunken friendship, and
fed thewr hopes with the promises of wietches, whom
thewr precepts had ‘taught to scoff at tiuth, But
when fools had laughed away then sprightliness, and
the languors of excess could no longer: be' relieved,
they saw then protectors- hourly drop away, and
wondered and stoimed to find themselves abandoned.
‘Whether then compamons persisted m wickedness,
or returned to vntue, they were left equally without
assistance, for debauchery 1s selfish and negligent,
and from wvitue the vntuous only can expect re-
gard ‘ ' -

1t is said by Florus of Catiline, who'died in the
“midst of slaughtered enemmes, that /s death had been
dlustrious, had ¢ beew syffered jbr Ius country. Of
the wits who have languishcd away lfe uander the
pressures of poverty, or m the 1estlesness of suspense,
caressed’ and rejected, flattered and despised, ' as they
were of more or less use to those who styled them-

selves
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sclves their patrons, 1t might be abserved, that then
muserics would enforce compaseion, had they been
brought upon them by honesty and religion ¥

The wichedness of a loose or profane author 1s
more atrocious than that of the gddy hbertme, or
drunken ravisher, toot only becawse 1t extends ats
effects) wider, s @ pestilence that tunts the arr s
more destructine than poison nfused 1n a draught,
but ‘becatise it 15 scommutted with cool deliberation
By the wnstantancous violence of desire, n good man
may sometimes be surpnsed rbefore reflection can
comt {to hist rescue, when (the appetites have
strengthened itheir nnfluence by hatat, they arc not
casily resisted or suppressed, but for the frigid villny
of studious lewdness, for_the calm maligmty of la-
boured npiety, what apology can be invented?
‘What purushment can be adequate to the cnime of
fam who retires to solitudes for the refinement of
debauchery, who tortures Ins fancy, and ransachs
huis memory, only that he may lewve the world less
virtuous than be found it, that he may mtereept the
hopes of the nsing generation, and spread snares
for the soul with more dextenty ?

What were their motives, or what themr excuscs,
15 below the digmty of reason to examme  If hhwing
extngmshed 1w themselves the distinction of nght
and wrong, they wer¢ sensible of’ the miscluef
which! they promoted, they deserved'to be hunted
dottn 'by the’general compact,' as no longer par'
taking of soctal! nature, 1f mflunced by the corrup-
ton of pations, or ‘renders, ' thdy sacrificed ‘therr
own convictions 16! vamty or nteiest, they were to
be abhorred with more acrimony than he that murders

for
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for pay ; since they committed gieater crimes without
gieater temptations.

Of him, to whom much s green, much shall be re-
quired  Those, whom God has favoured with su-
periour faculties, and made cmment for quickness
of mtuition, and accuracy of distinctions, will cer-
tainly be regarded as culpable 1n his eye, for defects
and deviations which, 1 souls less enhghtened, may
be guiltless But, surely, none can think without
horrour on that man's condition, who has been more
wicked in proportion as he had more means of ex-
celling 1 virtue, and used the light imparted from

heaven ouly to embellish folly, and shed lustre upon
crimes.

Nuvwms. 78. SaTturDAY, December 15, 1750.

- Mors sola fatetur
Quantula smt hommnum corpuscula Juv.

Death only this mysterious truth unfolds,
"The mighty soul how small a body holds. Drypew.

C ORPORAL sensation 1s known to depend so
much upon novelty, that custom takes away from

many things their power of giving pleasure or pam.
Thus a new dress becomes easy by weaing it, and
the palate 1s reconciled by degrees to dishes which at
first disgusted 1t. That by long habit of carrying
a burgen, we lose, m great part, our sensibility of
its weight, any man, may be convinced by putting
on for av bour the armour of our ancestors; for he

will
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will scarcely believe that men would have had much
mchination to marches and battles, encumbered and
oppressed, as he will find lumself, with the ancient
panoply  Yet the herocs that overrun regions, and
stormed towns 1 1on accoutrements, he knows not
to have been bigger) and has no reason to imagme
them $tronger than the present race of men, he there-
fore must iconclude, that their peculiar powers were
conferred only by peculiar habits, and that their fa
mihianty with the dress of war enabled them to move
i it with ease, vigour, and agihty

Yet 1t seems to be the condittion of our present
state, that pam should be more fixed and permanent
than pleasure  Uneasmess gives way by slow de
grees, and 15 long before 1t quits 1ts possession of the
sensory, but all our gratfications are volatle, va
grant; and easdly dissipated  The fragrance of the
Jessamine bower 1s lost after the enjoyment of a few
moments, nd the Jndian wanders among his native
spices without any sense of therr exhalations It 13,
indeed, not necessary to show by many nstances what
all manhind confess, by an mcessant call for vanety,
and restless pursuit of emjoyments, which they value
only because unpo.sessed

Sometlung simlar, »or analogous, may be observed
m effects produced immédiately upon the mind, no
thing cah strongly strike or affect us, hut what is rare
or sudden - The most important events, when they
become famibiar are'no longer considered with won-
der or soheinde and that wiich at first filled up our
whole attention, and left no place for any other
thought; 18 soon thrust aside nto some (remote repo-
sitory of the mind, and lies among other lumber of

t the
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the memory, overlooked and neglected. Thus far
the mind 'rescmbles the body, but here the <imilitude
is at an end

The manncr in which eaternal force acts upon
the body 15 very little subject to the regulation of the
will ; no. man can at pleasuic obtund or nvigotate
his senscsy prolong the agency of any impulse, or
continue the presence of any image traced upon the
cye, or any sound infused into the car. DBut our
idcas aie more subjected to choice, we can call them
before us, and command theun stay, we can facilitate
and promote therr 1ecmirence, we can either repress
therr mtrusion, or hasten then retreat It 1s theie-
fore the busmess of wisdom and virtue, to select
among numberless: objects striving for our notice,
such as may onable us to exalt our rcason, extend
our views, and secure our happmess  But this choice
is to be made with very hittle 1egard to rareness or
frequency , for nothing is valuable meiely because it
is either raie or common, but because it 1s adapted
to some useful ..purpose, and cnables us to supply
some deficiency of our nature.

Malton has . judiciously repiesented the father of
mankind, as seized with houour and astomishment at
the ' sight of death, exhibited to lim on the mount
of vision  Fou surely, nothmg can so much distmb
the passions, or perplex the intellects of man, as the
disruption of hus union with wisible nature, a separa-
tion from all that has Iutherto, delighted or engaged
him ; a change not only of thc place, but the man-
ner of his being, an entrance mwto a state not simply
which he knows not, but which perhaps he has not

faculties to know, an immediate and perceptible com-
muni-
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mumicationt 'wath the Supreme Bemng, and,T what 13
above all distressful and alurming, the finali sentence,
and unalterable allotment ¢ ! )Y

Yet we to whom the shortness of hife has mven
frequent oceasions of contemplating mortality}/ can,
without emotion, see generations of 'men pissiaway,
and are at lesure to establish modes of sorrowtand
edjust the ceremomial of death: We can look upon
funerd' pomp :a5 a common 'spectacle m whichn we
have no concerri; and: turnraway from1at ta thfles and
amusements, without dejection of looksi or nquietude
of heart ut e [T IO B

It 15, mdeed, 'apparent from the constitution'of the
world, that there must be)a time for other thoughtss
and a perpetual imeditation upon the Iasthour, shon-
ever it may become the sobitude of /a monastery, 15
nconsistent with many duties of common: ife  But
surely the remembrance of death ought to predom-
nate 1 bur minds, as an habitudl and:settled prn-
ciple, always operating, though not always percerv-
ed,:and our attention should seldom wanderiso far
from our own condition,: as not to betrecalled and
fived by sight of tan cvent, which must soon, we
know not how isoon, happen hkewise b oursclves,
and of which, though we cantot appoint the time,
ave:may secure the consequénce! 11 il i o4

Every nnstance of death may rjustly awalen our
fears and quichen our wiglance, but its frequency
so much weakens !its effect, that we are séldom
alarmed runless some close éonnexion 15 cbroken, some
scheme frustrated, or some hope defeated Many
therefore 1seem to pass on from youth to decrepitude
swithout any reflection on the end of hife; becau e they
L A are
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are wholly involved within themselves, and look on
others only as inhabitants of the common carth,
without any expectation of receiving good, or inten-
tion of bestowng it

Events, of which we confess the impoitance, ex-
cite little sensibility, unless they affect us more near-
ly than as shareis m the common interest of man-
kind, that desire which every man feels of being re-
membered and lamented, is often mortified when we
remark how httle concern is caused by the eternal
departure even of those who have passed their Inves
with publick honours, and been distinguished by ex-
traordmary performances. It is not possible to be
1egarded with tenderness except by a few. That
merit which gives greatness and renown, diffuses its
influence to a wide compass, but acts weakly on
every single breast, 1t1s placed at a distance from
common spectators, and shines likc one of the re-
mote stars, of which the light reaches us but not the
heat. The wit, the hero, the philosopher, whom
their tempers or therr fortunes have hindered fiom
intimate relations, die, without any other effect than
that of adding a new topick to the conversation of
the day. They impress none with any fresh convic-
tion of the fragility of our natwie, because none had
any paiticular mterest in their ives, or was united to
them by a reciprocation of benefits and endear-
ments.

Thus 1t often happens, that those who in their
lives were applauded and admired, aie laid at last
in the ground without the common honour of a
stone, because by those excellencies with which
many weie dehghted, none had been obliged, and
" though

~
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though they had many to celebrate, they had-none to
love them ’ Pt by

Custom so far regulates the sentiments, at least of
common minds, that I believe men ,may be generally
observed to giow less tender as they advance m age
He, who, when Iife was new,'melted at the loss of
every companion, can looh 1n time, without con-
cern, upon the grave mto which s last fnend was
thrown, and mto which himself 1s ready to fall, not
that he 15 more willing to die than formerly, but that
he 1s more famiar to the death of others, and there-
fore 15 not alarmed so far as to consider how much
nearer he approaches to s end  But this is to sub
mit tamely to the tyranny of accident, and to suffer
our reason to Le useless Lvery funeral may justly
be considered as a ms to prepare for that state,
mto which 1t shows us that we must some time enter,
and the summons 1s more loud and piercing, as the
event of which 1t warns us 15 at less distance To
neglect at any time preparation for death, 1s to sleep
on our post at a siege, but to omit 1t m old age, 1s to
sleep at an attack

Tt has always appeared to me .one of the most strih-
mg passages mn the Visions of Quevedo, wlich stig-
matises those as fools who complain that they failed
of happmess by sudden death “ How, says he,
“ can death be sudden to a being who always knew
¢ that he must die, and that the time of his death was
“ uncertamn+’

Since business and gayety are always drawing our
attention away from a future state, some admonition
15 frequently necessary to recal 1t to our minds, and
what can more properly renew the impression than

the
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the examples of mo1tahity which every day supplics
The great mncentive to virtue 15 the reflection that we
must die, 1t will therefore be uscful to accustom our-
selves; whenever we sec a funeral, to conader how
soon we may be added to the number of thosc whose
probation 1s 'past, and whose happmess or msery
shall endwme for ever. o

Nums, 79. Turspay, Decemler 18, 1730.

Tam fiepe nostrum decypr Tabullum, qund .
Muaris, Aule® Semper bonus homo tiro ¢st. Manr.

You wonder I've so little wit,

Triend Jokn, so often to be hif —

None better guard agamnst a cheat

Than he who 1s a knave complete I" Lewis

USPICION, however necessaty it may be
to owm safe passage thiough ways besct on all
sides by fraud and malice, has been always con-
sidered, when it excceds the common measmes, as a
token of depravity and coruption, and a Greek
wiiter of sentences has laid down as a standmg maxim,
that e who believes not another on his oath, hnows
hamself to be perjured
< We can fom ow opinions of that which we know
not, only by placing 1t 1n compaison with some-
thing that we know, whoever theicfore 15 overiun
with suspicion, and detects aitifice and stiatagem 1n
every proposal, must either have lcarned by exper-
ence or observation the wickedness of mankind, and
‘ been
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been taught to avord frud by having oftedt suffered
or seen treachery, or he must denve lus judgment
from the consciousness of s own disposition, and
mmpute to others the same nclinations, which he fecls
predommant 1n himself

To learn caution by turning our eyes upon lfe,
and observing the arts by which neghgence 1s sur-
pnséd, timdity overborne, and credulity amused,
requires erther great latitude of converse and long
acquaintance with business, or uncommon activity
of wigdance, and acuteness of penetration  When,
therefore, @ young man, not distingushed by wigour
of 1ntellect, comes nto the world full of scruples and
diffidence, mehes a bargan with many provisional
hmitations, hesitates 1 his answer to a common
guestion, lest more should be intended than he can
mmmedsately discover, has a long reach mn detecting
the projects of Ilms acquaintance, considers every
caress as an act of hypoensy, and feels nather gratie
tude nor affection from the tenderness of his friends,
because he believes no one to have any real tender-
ness but for himself, whatcver expectations this carly
sagacity may faise of his future emnence or riches, I
can seldom forbear to consider um as a wretch inca~
pable of generosity or benevolence, a3 a willam early
completed beyond the need of common opportumties
and gradual temptations

Upon men of this class wstruction and admom
tion arg generally thrown away, because they con-
sider artifice and deceit as proofs of understanding,
they are msled at the same time by the two great
seducers of the world, vamty and 1nterest, and not
only look upon those who act with openness and cons

Yor V. L fidencey
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fidence, as condemned by their principles to obscu-
rity and want, but as contemptible for narrowncss
of comprehension, shoriness of views, and slowness
of contiivance.

The wotld has been long amused with the mention
of policy in publick tiansactions, and of art m private
affairs, they have been considered as the effects of
great quahties, and as unattanable by men of the
common level yet I have not found many perform-
anccs either of ait or policy, that required such stu-
pendous efforts of intellect, or might not have been
effected by falschood and impudence, without the
assistance of any other poweis  To profess what he
does not mean, to promise what he cannot perfoim,
to flatter ambitton with prospects of promotion, and
musery with hopes of rehef; to sooth pride with ap-
peaiances of submission, and appeasc cunuty by blan-
dishments and biibes, can surely mply nothing more
or gieater than a mmd devoted wholly to 1ts own
purposes, a face that camnot blush, and a heait that
-cannot feel.

These practices arc so mean and base, that he who
finds m hmself no tendency to use them, cannot
easily believe that they aie consideied by others with
less detestation, he therefoie suffers himsclf to slum-
ber m falfe security, and becomes a prey to thosc who
applaud thewr own subtilty, because they know how
to steal upon his sleep, and exult mn the success which
they could never have obtained, had they not at-
tempted a man better than themselves, who was hin-

dered from obviating their sthatagems, not by folly,
but by mnocence,

Suspicion

~
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Suspicion 15, ndeed, a temper so uncasy and rest-
Yess, that 1t 15 very ju tly appamnted the concomtant
of gmit It 1s sud, that no torture 15 equal to the
inhibition of sleep long contmnued, & pamn, to which
the state of that man bears a very exact analogy, who
dares never gue rest to s vigilance and circumepee
tion, but considers humaclf as surrounded by sccret
focs, and fears to entrust Ins chnldren, or lus fnend,
with the secret that throbs m lus breast, and the
anxieties that brenh mto s face  To avoid, at thus
expense, those evils to which casimess and fnendstip
might have exposed Iim, 15 surcly to buy safety at
too dear = rate, and, m the language of the Roman
satinst, to swve hife by losing all for which a wise man
would live ®

When m the diet of the German cmpire, as Ca
meraus rclates, the princes were once displaying
therr felieity, and cach bon ting the advantages of hts
own domimiotis, onc who possessed a country not re-
marhable for the grandeur of its aties, orf the ferti-
lity of «t5 soil, rose to speak, and the rest listened
between pity and contempt, till he declared, m ho-
nour of his terrtones, that he could travel through
them without a guard, and sf he was weaty, sleep m
saftty upon the Jap of the first man whom he should
meet, a tommendation which would have been il ex-
changed for the boast of palaces, pasturcs, or streams

Susprcion 15 not less an cnemy to virtue than to
happiness, he that 1s alrcady corrupt 15 naturally
suspicious, and hie that becomes suspieious wall guichly
be corrupt It 15 tao common for us to learn the
frauds by wiich ourselves have suffeied, men who

* Propter vitam vivendi perdere causas

' &2 pte
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arec once peisuaded that deceit will be employed
agamst them, sometimes think the same arts justificd
by the nccessity of defence.  Iiven they whose virtue
1s too well established to give way to example, or be
shaken by sophistiy, must yet feel their love of man-
kind dmmmmished with then esteem, and giow lese
zealous for the happiness of those by whom they
magine their own happmess endangeied.

Thus we find old age, upon which suspicion has
been strongly impiessed, by long mtercowse with the
world, mflenible and seveie, not casily softened by
submission, melted by complamt, o1 subdued by sup-
phication  Fiequent experience of counterfeited mu-
sciies, and dissembled vitue, m time overcomes that
disposition to tendeiness and sympathy, which 1s so
poneiful m owm younger years, and they that hap-
pen to petition the old for compassion o1 assistance,
are doomed to langmsh without 1egaid, and suffer
for the cuimes of men who have foimeily been found
undesciving o1 ungiateful

Histonans aie ceitamly chargeable with the depia-
vation of manhkmd, when they 1clate without censme
those stiatagems of war by winch the virtues of an
enemy are engaged to his destiuction A ship comes
before a poit, weather-beaten and shattercd, and the
ciew 1mrplote the hbeity of 1epanng then breaches,
supplying themselies with necessaiies, o burymng
then dead. The humamty of the mhabitants mclines
them to consent, the shangers cnter the town wath
weapons conccaled, fall suddenly upon theii bene-
factors, destioy those that make 1csistance, and be-
come mastets of the place, they retmn home uich

with plunder, and then success 1s 1¢ccorded to encou-
rage umitation.

But
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But surely war has 1ts laws, and ought to be con-
ducted with some regard to the umwversal interest of
man  Those may justly be pursued as enemies to the
community of nature, who suffer hostility to vacate
the unalterable laws of right, and pursue their private
advantage by means, which, 1f once established, must
destroy kindness, cut off from every man all hopes
of assistance from another, and fill the world with
perpetual suspicion and 1mplacable malevolence
Whatever 15 thus gamed ought to be restored, and
those who have conquered by such treachery may be
Justly dented the protection of their native country

Whoever commuts a fraud 15 gwlty not only of the
particular mjury to lum whom he deceives, but of the
dimmnution of that confidence which constitutes not
only the ease but the custence of society He that
suffers by impostuie has too often lus virtue more 1m
parred than lus fortune  But as 1t 15 necessary not to
mwvite robbery by supmeness so 1t 13 our duty not to
suppress tenderncss by suspicion , 1£ 13 better to suffer
wrong than to do 1t, and happier to be sometimes
chcated than not to trust

E3
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Nums. 80. SATURDAY, December a2, 1750.

Vides ut altd stet nwve candidum
Soracte, nec yam sustineant onus
Stlve laborantes Ilor

Behold yon mountain’s hoary height
Made higher with new mounts of snow ;
Agan behold the winter’s weight
Oppress the lab’ring woods below. DrybpEXN.

S Providence has made the human soul an active

bemng, always impatient for novelty, and stiug-

ghng for something yet unenjoyed with unwearied

piogression, the world seems to have been eniinently

adapted to this disposition of the mind, it 1s formed

to raise expectations by constant vicissitudes, and to
obviate satiety by perpetual change.

Wherever we turn our eyes, we find something
to revive our curosity, and engage our attention. In
the dusk of the mormng we watch the rising of the
sun, and see the day diversify the clouds, and open
new prospects m its gradual advance Aftera few
hours, we see the shades lengthen, and the hght de-
cline, till the sky 1s resigned to a multitude of shming
orbs different from each other in magmitude and splen-
dour The earth vares its appearance as we move
upon it, the woods offer their shades, and the fields
their harvests , the hill flatters with an eatensive VieW,
and the valley mvites with shelter, fragrance and
flowets

The poets have numbered among the felicities of
the golden age, an exemption from the change of

seasons,
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seasons, nd a perpetwity of spring, but I am not
certamn that in this state of imagmary happiness they
have made sufficient provision for that nsatiable de-
anand of new gratifications, which seems particularly
to characterize the nature of man Our sense of
delight 1310 a great measure comparative, and arises
at once from the sensations which we feel, and those
which we remember Thus ease after torment 1s
pleasure for 2 time, and we are very agreenbly re
created, when the body, chiled with the weather,
38 gradually 1ecovering its natural tepidity, but the
Joy ceases when we have forgot the cold we must
fall below ease agamn, if we desire to rise above 1,
and purchase new fehaty by voluntary pan It 15
therefore not unhhely, that however the fancy may
be amused with the description of regions i winch
no wind 1s heard but the gentle zephyr, and no
scenes are displayed, but valleys enamelled with ua-
fading flowers, and woods waving their perenmal
verdure, we should soon grow weary of wmfornuty,
find our thoughts langumsh for want of other sub-
jects call on heaven for our wonted round of scae
sons, and think ourselves hberally recompensed for
the nconvemencies of summer and winter, by new
perceptions of the calmness and mildness of the m-
termediate variations
Every season has 1ts particular power of striking
the mind  The nakedness and asperity of the wintry
world always fill the beholder with pensive and pro-
found astomshment, as the vanety of the scene 15
lessened, its grandeur 1s mcreased, and the mind 15
swelled at once by the mingled 1deas of the present
and the past, of the beauties which have vamshed
E 4 f .
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fiom the eyes, and the waste and desolation that are
now before them,

It is observed by Mailton, that he who neglects to
visit the country in spring, and rejects the pleasures
that aie then in thew first bloom and fragrance, is
guilty of sullenness agamst nature. If we allot dif-
ferent duties to different seasons, he may be charged
with equal disobedience to the voice of nature, who
looks on the bleak hills and leafless woods, without
seriousness and awe.  Spring 1s the season of gayety,
and winter of terrour; in spring the heart of tranquil-
lity dances to the melody of the groves, and the eye
of benevolence sparkles at the sight of happiness and
plenty - In the winter, compassion melts at universal
calamity, and the tear of softness starts at the wailings
of hunger, and the ciies of the creation in distress.

Few minds have much inclination to mdulge
heaviness and sorrow, nor do I recommend.them
beyond the degree necessary ta mamntain mn its full
vigour that habitual sympathy and tenderness, which,
in a world of so much misery, 1s necessary to the
ready discharge of our most important duties. The
winter therefore 15 generally celebrated as the proper
season for domestick merriment and gayety. We
are seldom mvited by the votaries. of pleasure to look
abroad for any other purpose, than that we may
shrink back with more satisfaction to our coverts,
and when we have heard the howl of the tempest,
and felt the grnpe of the frost, congratulate each
other with more gladness upon a close room, an easy
chair, a large fire, and a smoking dinner.,

Winter brings natural inducements to jollity and
conversation.  Differences, we know, are never so ef=

fectually
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fectually Jaid aslecp, as by some common calamity
An encmy umites all o whom he threatens danger
The ngour of winter brngs generally to the samne
firc aide, those, who, by the oppotition of inclina-
tions, or difference of emplovment, mosed in van-
ous directions through the other parts of the year,
and when they have met, and find 1t ther mutun)
terest to remain together, they endear each other
by mutual compliances, and often wish for the con
tinuance of the <ocial <cason, with all its bleakness
and all 1ts seventies

To the men of study and mmagmation the winter
15 generally the chief time of labour  Gloom and
silence produce composure of mind, and concentr-
tion of 1deas, and the privation of external plersure
natorally causes an effort to find entertainment
withm This 15 the time mn which those whom
Jiterature enables to find amusements for themselves,
have more than common convichions of their own
happiness  When they are condemned by the cle
ments to retirement, and debarred from most of the
dwersions which are called 1n to as st the flight of
time, they can find new subjects of enquiry, and pre-
serve themselves from that wewnness wlich hangs
always flagmng upon the vacant mind

It cannot wndeed be expected of all to be poets and
philosophers, 1t 13 neces ary that the greater part of
manhind should be employed 10 the minute business
of common hfc, minute, mdeed, not if we consider
s nfluence upon our happiness, but if we respect
the abilities requisite to conduct at.  These must
necessanly be more dependent on accident for the
means of spending ngrecably thosg hours which thar

gccupations
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occupations leave unengaged, or nature obliges them
to allow to 1claxation. Yct even on these I would
willingly 1mpress such a sense of the value of time, as
may ncline them to find out for their careless hours
amusements of more usc and digmty than the comn-
mon games, which not only weary the mind without
improving 1it, but strengthen the passions of envy and
avaice, and often lead to fraud and to profusion, to
corruption and torumn. It 1s unworthy of a 1cason-
able being to spend any of the little time allotted us,
without some tendency, either direct or oblique, to
the end of our existence. And though every moment
cannot be laid out on the foumal and regular im-
provement of our knowledge, or in the stated prac-
tice of a moial or rehgious duty, yet none should be
so spent as to exclude wisdom or virtue, or pass with-
out possibility of qualifying us more or less foi the
better employment of those which are to come.

Tt 15 scaicely possible to pass an how in honest con-
versation, without being able, when we nise fiom it,
to please ourselves with having given or 1eceived
some advantages, but a man may shuffie caids, or
rattle dice, from noon to mudmght, without tiacing
any new 1dea mn his mind, or being able to recollect
the day by any other token than is gam or loss, and
a confused remembrance of agitated passions, and
clamoious alteications.

However, as experience is of moie weight than
precept, any of my 1eaders, who are contuiving how to
spend the dreary months before thcm, may consider
which of therr past amusements fills them now with
the gieatest satisfaction, and resolve to repeat those
gratifications of which the pleasure 15 most dwable.
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Nuus 81 Tuesoay, December 25, 1750

Dusate Justitiam momts Virs

Hear, ond be just

MONG questions which hwe been diseussed,
without any approach to deciston, m1y be num-
bered the precedency or superiour excellence of one
virtue to another, wlich has long furmshed a subject
of dispute to men whose leisure sent them out mto
the mtellectual world 1 scarch of employment, and
who have, perhaps, been sometimes withlicld from
the practice of thewr favounte duty, by zcal for is
advancement, and diligence 1 1ts celebration
The mtricacy of this dispute may be alleged as a
proof of that tenderness for mankind which Provi-
dence has, T thinh, unwversally displayed, by malang
attanments casy n proportion as they arc necessary
That ali the dutics of morality ought to be practised
15 without difficulty discoverable, becawse iznorance
or uncertamty would smmediately myolve the world
mn confusion and distress, but which duty ought to
be most esteemed, we may continue to debate with-
out convenience, so all be diligently performed
as there is opportunity or need far upon practice,
not upon opmion, depends the happmess ot man
Lind, and controversics, merely speculatnne, are of
small importance m themsclves, however they miay
have sometimes heated o disputant, or piovohed o
faction
of
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Of the divine author of our religion it is impos-
sible to peruse the evangelical historics, without ob-
serving how little he favoured the vamty of inquisi-
tiveness; how much more rarely he condescended to
satisfy curiosity, than to relieve distress; and how
much he desired that his followers should rather ex-
cel in goodness than in knowledge. Ilis precepts
tend immedately to the 1ectification of the moral
principles, and the direction of daily conduct, with-
out ostentation, without art, at once irrefragable and
plam, such as well-mcaning simplicity may readily
conceive, and of which we cannot mistake the mean-
ing, but when we are afraid to find it.

The measure of justice prescribed to us, in our
transactions with others, is remarhably clear and
comprehensive. Whatsoever ye would that men should
do unto you, even so do unto them. A law by which
every claim of 1ight may be immediately adjusted,
as far as the private conscience requires to be mform-
ed, a law, of which every man may find the exposi-
tion 1 his own breast, and which may always be ob-
served without any other qualifications than honesty
of tention, and purity of will

Over this law, ndecd, some sons of sophistry
have -been subtle enough to throw mists, which have
darkened thewr own eyes. To perplex tlus umver-
sal principle, they have enquired whether a man,
conscious to himself of unreasonable wishes, be
bound to gratify them i another. But surely there
needed no long dehberation to conclude, that the
desires, which are to be consideied by us as the
measure of mght, must be such as we approve,
and that we ought to pay no regard to those ex-

N pectations



S

N° 81 THLE RAMNBLLR 61

pectations m  others which we condemn m  our-
selves, and wiich, however they may mtrude upon
our unagmnation, we, know 1t our (}uty to resist and
suppress
One of the most celebrated cases which have been
produced as requiring some shill n the dircction of
canscience to adapt them to this great rule, 15 that of
o cuminal ashing mercy of Ins judge, who cannot
but know, that if he was m the state of the supph
cant, he should destre that pardon which he now de-
mes  The difficulty of this sophism will vamish, of
we remember that the parties are, m reality, on one
side the crimenal, and on the other the community,
of which the magstrate 1s only the mimster, and by
which he 15 intrusted with the publich safety The
magistrate, therefore, mn pardoning @ man unworthy
of pardon, betrays the trust with wiuch he 15 1
vested, gnes away whatis not hus own, and, appa-
rently, docs to others what he would not that others
should do to im  Lven the community, whose
right 15 still greater to arbitrary grants of mercy, 1»
bound by those laws which regard the great repub-
lich of mankind, and cannot justify such forbearance
as may promote wichedness, and lessen the general
confidence and secunity i which all have an equal
wmterest, and which all are therefore bound to mam
tun  Tor this rcason the state has not anght to
ercet a general sanctuary for fugitives, or give protec
tion to such 4s have forfeited thewr lives by crimes
agunst the laws of common morality cqually ac
knowledged by all nations, because no people can,
without infraction of the umversal league of social
beings,
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bemngs, wmcite, by prospects of impunity and safety,
those piactices in another dommion, which they
would themselves punish i their own.

One occasion of unceitanty and hesitation, i
those by whom this great rule has been commented
and diated, 15 the confusion of what the exacter ca-
suists are careful to distinguish, debts of justice and
debts of charity. The immediate and primary irten-
tion of this piecept, 1s to establish a rule of justice,
and I know not whether mvention, or sophistry, can
start a single difficulty to retard its application, when
it 1s thus expressed and explaned, lez every man
allow the clam of right i another, which he should
think himself entitled to make in the like circumstances.

'The discharge of the debis of charity, or duties
which we owe to otliers, ot merely as required by
justice, but as dictated by bencvolence, admits i
1ts own nature greater complication of circumstances,
and greater labtude of choice. Justice is imdespen-
sably and umversally necessary, and what is neces-
sary must always be limited, unifoim, and distinct.
But beneficence, though in general equally enjomned
by our religion, and equally needful to the concilia-
tion of the divine favour, 15 yet, for the most pait,
with régaid to 1ts single acts, elective and voluntary
We mdy certamly, without mjury to our follow-
beings, allow 1 the distribution of kindness something
to oui affections, and change the measure of our hibe-
rality, accoiding to our opinions and prospects, our
hopes and fears. This rule therefoie 1s not equally
determinate and absolute, with respect to offices of
kindness, and acts of hberality, because hberality

and
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21d hindness, absolutely determined would lose their
nature  for how could we be called tender, or cha-
ntab'e, fo. gniag that waich we are posnusely for~
bidden o withhold ?

Yet, even m adjusting the extent of our bencfi-
cence, no other measure can be taken than this pre-
cept affords us, for we can only know what others
suffer for want, by considering how we should be af-
fected 1 the same state, nor can we proportion our
assistance by any other rule than that of domg what
we should then expect from others It indeed gene-
rally happens that the gner and recaver differ i
therr opimons of gencrosity, the same partiality to
his own mterest inclines one to large expectations,
and the other to spnng distnibutions  Perhaps the
firmity of human nature will scarcely suffer a man
groaning under the picssure of distress, to judge
nightly of the hmdness of lis friends, or think they
have done enough till s delserance 15 completed,
not therefore what we mught wish, but what we
could demand from others, we are obliged to grant,
since, tuough we can casily know how much we
mght claim, 1 13 mmpossible to determine what ne
should hope

But m all enquines concerning the practice of vo-
luntary and occaslonal virtues, 1 15 safest for minds
not oppressed with superstitious fears to determine
agamst their own mclinations, and secure them elves
from deficiency, by domng more than they believe
strictly necessary  Tor of this every man may be
certain, that, of he were to cxchange conditions with
his dependent, he <iwuld expect moie than, with
the utmost exertion of his ardour, he now will pre

vail
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vail upon himeelf to perform, gl when povan b
no «cttled rule, and our pasanns e o B fos-
lead us, it s surddy the part of fovwi-t nn oG o
the side of safety.
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Nunms. 82. Sarvurvisy. December 20, 1750,
Orrie Covtorerety e fro vt e pestepd e

Who buyz v athentd rretine hee Ly esl]

To the RAMDLLR
SIR,

T il not be necessary o sohict your good-wal
by any formal preface, whin T have antormed
you, that 1 have long been Poown as the st La-
botious and  zealous vittuoso that the present ane hay
had the honour of producinz, and that incomcmens
cies have been brought upon me by an uncatinguish-
able adow of cunosity, and an unshaken priscver-
ance 1n the acquisiton of the productions of” art and
nature.

It was observed, fiom my entrance into the world,
that I had somcthing uncommon m my disposttion,
and that there appeared m me very catly tohons of
supertout gemus. I was always an enemy to tufles ;
the playthings which my mother bestowed upon me
I immediately bioke, that I might discoser the me-
thod of their structuie, and the causes of thein mo-
tions ;~of all the toys with winch cluldern are de-

hghted,
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lighted I ynlued only my coral, and as soon as T could
speak, asked, bke Preresc, mnumerable questions
which the mmds about me could not resohe  AsI
gew older I wis more thoughtful and serious, and
mstead of amusing myself with puenle diversions,
made collections of natural ranties and never walk-
ed mto the ficlds without bimging home stones of re
marhable forms, or msccts of some uncommon species
I never cntered an old house, from which T-did not
tahe awnay the pamnted glass, and often lmented that
I was not one of that happy generation who demo-
lished the convents and monasteries, and broke win
dows by law

Bemng thus early possessed by a taste for solid
knouledge, I passed my youth with very ttle dis-
turbance from passions and appetites, and having
no pleasure h the company of boys and girls, who
talked of plays, politicks, fashions, or love, I car-
ried on my enquiries with 1mcessant diligence, and
had amassed more stones, mosses, and shells, than are
tobe found 0 many celebrated collections, at an age
i which the greatest part of young men are study-
mg under tutors, or endeavourng to recommend
themsclves to notice by their dress, then ar, and
therr levities

When I was two and twenty years old, I be
came, by the death of my father, possessed of a
small estate 1n land, with 2 very large sum of
money m the publich funds, and must confess that T
did not much lament him, for he was 2 man of mean
parts, bent rather upon growmng rich than wise  Ie
once fretted at the expense of only ten shillings,
which be happened to overhear me offering for the

Vor V
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stmg of a hoinet, though 1t was a cold moist summer,
in winch vary few hoinets had been scen.  Ie often
rccommended to me the study of physich, in wiich,
said he, you may at once gratify your curiosity aften
natural history, and meicase yow fortune by benefit-
ing mankind I heaxd Ium, Mr Rambler, with pity,
and as theie was no prospect of elevating a mind
formed to govel, suffered lnm to please himself with
hoping that I should some time follow Ius advice
TFor you know that there aic men with whom, when
they have once settled a notion n then heads, 1t is
to very little puipose to dispute

Bemg now left wholly to my own chinations, I
veiy soon cnlarged the bounds of my cunosity, and
contented myself no longer with such 1anties as 1e-
quucd only judgment and ndustry, and when once
found, mmght be had for nothing I now twned
my thoughts to Lwofichs and Antigues, and became
so well known for my geneious pationage of mge-
nious men, that my levee was crowded with visitants,
some 1o see my museum, and otheis to inciease its
ticaswes, by selling me whatever they had biought
from other countries

I had always a contempt for that nanowness of
conception, which contents 1tself with cultivating
some smngle corner of the field of science; I took
the whole 1egion mto my view, and wished 1t of yet
greater extent. But no man’s power can be equal to
his will I was forced 1o proceed by slow degees.
and to puichase what chance o1 kimdness happened
to present I did not however proceed without some
design, o1 imitate the indiscretion of those who be- .
gin 2 thousand collections, and fimsh none, Having

been- (
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been always a lover of geogrphy, I determmned to
collect the maps drawn m the 1ude and barbarous
times, before any regulir surveys, or just observa-
tions, and hwe, at a great expense, brought toge
ther 4 volume, m which, perhaps, not a single coun
try 15 laid down according to 1ts true siturtion, and by
which he that desires to hnow the crrours of the an
cient geographers may be amply informed

But my ruling passion 1, patriotism  my chef care
has been to procure the products of our own country »
and as Alfied recenved the tubute of the WWelch
wolies heads, I allowed my temants to pay therr
rents i butterflics, till I had exhausted the papilio-
naceous tribe I then directed them to the pursuit
of other ammals, and obtaincd, by this easy method,
most of the grubs and nsccts, which 1and, ar, or
water, can supply I have three species of earth-
worms not known to the naturalists, have discovered
a pew ephemera, and can show four wasps that were
taken torpid mn their winter quarters I hwe, from
my own ground, the longest blade of grass upon re
cord, and once accepted, as a half years rent for a
field of wheat, an car contaming more grams than
had been seen before upon a single stem

One of my tenints <o much neglected Ins own
mterest, as to supply me, m a whole summer, with
only two horse flies, and those of httle more than
the common size, nd I was upon the brnk of
seizing for arrears, when his good fortune threw a
white mole mn huis way, foo which he was not only
forgiven but rewarded

These, however, were petty acqusttions, and
made at small expence, nor should I have ventured
~ F2 to
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to rank myself among the vntuost witliout better
Jdaims. I have suficaed nothing worthy the regaid
of a wisc man (o cscapc my notice: I have 1an-
sacked the old and the new world, and been cqually
attentive to past ages and the piesent.  I'or the llus-
tration of ancient history, I can show a marble, of
which the mscription, though 1t 1s not now legible,
appeais, fiom somnc bioken remains of the letters, to
have been Tuscan, and thcrefore piobably engraved
before the foundation of Rome. 1 have two pieces
of porphy1y found among the ruins of Lphesus, and
thiee letters brohen off by a leained travella fiom
the monuments of Persepolis, a piece of stone which
paved the Areopagus of Athens, and a plate without
figmes or characteis, which was found at Cormnth,
and which I therefore believe to be that metal which
was oncc valued before gold I have sand gathered
out of the Gramcus; a fiagment of Trgan’s bridge
over the Danube , some of the mortar which cemented
the wateicourse of Tarquin, a horseshoe broken on
the Flamman way; and a tuif with five daisies dug
from the field of Pharsala.

I do not wish to raise the envy of unsuccessfu}
collectors, by too pompous a display of my scien-
tifick wealth, but cannot foibear to observe, that
there are few regions of the globe which are not ho-
nouted with some memorial ‘in my cabmets. The
Persian monarchs aie said to have boasted the great-
vess of their empire, by being served at their tables
with dunk fiom the Ganges and the Danube I can
show one vial, of which the water was formerly an
rercle on the ciags of Caucasus, and another that con-
tains what once was snow on the top of Atlas; in a

third
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third 15 dew brushed from a banana m the gadens of
Ispahar, and, n anothei, brme that hns rolled m
the Pacifick occan I flatter myself that I am wnit
g to a man who will reyoice at the honour which
my labours have procured to my country, and
thercfore I shall tell you that Britmn can by my
care, boast of 1 snail that has cranled upon the wall
of Chme, a bumimng bird winch an American prin
cess wore 1 her ear the tooth of an clephant who
carned the queen of Stam, the skin of an ape that
was kept in the palace of the great mogul, a nband
that adorned one of the mauds of a Zurkish sultany
and a cimeter once wiclded by a soldier of Abas the
great

In collecting antiquities of every country, I have
been careful to choosc only by mtrmsick worth,
and real usefulness, without regard to party or op
mons I have therefore a lock of Cromwells hair
1 a box turned from a piece of the royal oak, and
keep 1 the same drawers, sand scraped from the
coffin of hing Richard, and a commission signed by
Henry the Seventh I have equal veneration for the
ruff of Eltzabeth, and the shoe of Mary of Scotland,
and should Tose, with hke regret, a tobacco pipe of
Ralegh, and a stwrup of king James 1 have pad
the same price for a glove of Lews, and a thimble
of queen Mary, fora fur cap of the Czar, and a boos
of Charles of Sueden

You will easily imagme that these accumulations
were not made without some dimmnutton of my for-
tune, for I was so well known to spare no cost, that
at every sale some bid agamst roe for hire, some

- - 73 for
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for sport, and some for mahce, andif I asked the
puce of any thing, 1t was sufficient to double the
demand. For curosity, trafficking thus with ava-
rice, the wealth of India had not been enough ; and
I, by little and httle, tiansferred all my money from
the funds to my closet here I was mchned to stop,
and live upon my ecstate 1n hteraiy lcisure, but
the sale of the Harleian collection shook my resolu-
tion I mortgaged my land, and puorchased thirty
medals, which I could never find before 1 have at
length bought till I can buy no longer, and the
cruelty of my creditors has seized my repository; I
am therefore condemned to disperse what the labour
of an age will not reassemble I submit to that which
cannot be opposed, and shall, 1 a short time, declare
a sale. I have, while 1t is yet in my power, sent you
a pebble, picked up by Zavermer on the banks of
the Ganges ; for which I desne no other recompense
than that you will recommend my catalogue to the
publick.

QUISQUILIUS.
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Nuws 83 Turspay TJanuamry 1, 17351

Msy utale est quod facras sfulty est glora. Tuxe
All useless science1s en empty boast.

'l‘ IIT publication of the letter m my last paper
has naturally led me to the consideration of
that thirst after curiosities, which often draws con-
tempt and ndicule upontself, but whichis perhaps
no otherwise blamsble, than as it wants thost or-
cumstantial recommendations which add lustic even
to moral escellencie , and are absolutely neceseary to
the grice and beauty of indiffcrent actions
Learning confurs so much supersonty on those who
possess 1t, that they nught probably have escaped all
<censure had they Deen able to agiee among them-
sclies, but as emy and competition have divided
the republich of letters mto factions, theyhnve neg-
lected the common nterest, cach has called n
foreign ard and cndewwoured to strengthen lus own
cavse by the froun of power, the luss of 1gnornce,
and the clamour of populanty They bave all en-
gaged m feuds, till by mutual hostiities they de-
mohshed those outworhs which vencration had raised
for their sccunity, and exposed themselves to barba~
rians, by whom every region of science is cquu]ly
Iaxd waste
Between men of difierent studies and professions,
may be obseried a constant reciprocation of 1¢
proaches  The collector of shells and stones derides
14 the
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the folly of him who pastes leaves and flowers upon
papel, pleases himself with coloms that arc pereep-
tibly fading, and amasses with care what cannot be
pieserved.  The hunter of mseets stands zmazed
that any man can wastc his shoit ttme upon hifeless
matter, while many tubes of anumals yct want thun
history. Every onc is mclined not only to promote
his own study, but to exclude all others from 1cgaid,
and having heated his imagination with some fa-
vourite puisuit, wonders that the 1est of mankind are
not seized with the same passion.

There are, indeed, many subjects of study which
seem but remotely allied to useful knowledge, and
of little ynpoitance to happiness or viituc; noris it
casy to foibear some sallies of meriiment, or evpres-
sions of pity, when we see a man wumnhled with at-
tention, and emaciated with solicitude, 1n the 1 esti-
gation of questions, of which, without visible mncon-
venience, the woild may eapire m 1gnorance  Yet
it 15 dangeious to discomage well-ntended labous,
or mnocent cuitosity ; for he who 1s employed m
searches, which by any deduction of consequences
tend to the benefit of life, 15 surely laudable, n com-
parison of those who spend their time in counteract-
ing happiness, and filling the woild with wrong and
danger, confusion and remoise. No man can pei-
form so little as not to have reason to congiatulate
himself on his merits, when he beholds the multi-
tudes that liven total idleness, and have never yet
endeavoured to be useful.

It 3s 1mpossible to determine the limts of enquiry,
or to foresee what consequences a new discovery may
produce. He who suffers mot lus faculties to he

to1pid,
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torpid, has a chance, whatever be his cmployment,
of domg good to Iis fullow creatures  The man
that first rangzed the woods mn search of medicinal
-prings, or chimbed the mountans for salutary plants,
has undoubtedly mented the gratitude of postenty,
how much soever s frequent mmscarriages mught
exate the scorn of lus contemporiries  If what
appears little be unnversally despised, nothing greater
can be attamed, for all that 15 great was at first little,
and rosc to ats present bulk by gradual accessions,
and accumulated labours

Those who lay out time or money In assembling
matter for contemplation, arc doubtless entitled to
some degree of respect, though ma flight of gayety 1t
be casy to ndicule their treasure, or v a fit of sul
Ienness to despise it A man who thinks only on
the particular object before hum, goes not amay
much llummated by having enjoyed the prvilege of
handling the tooth of a sharh, or the paw of a white
bear, yet there 1s nothmg more worthy of admim
tion to a pinlosophical eye than the structure of
ammals, by which they are qualified to support hife
m the clements or chmates to which they are appro
prated, and of all natural bodies 31t must be gene-
rilly confessed, that they exhibit cvidences of m-
finite wisdom, bear therr testunony to the supreme
veason, and exaite n the mind new raptures of grat
tude, and new 1ncentives to picty

To coliect the productions of art, and examples
of mechanical science or manual ability, 15 unques
tionably useful, even when the things themselves are
of small importance, because 1t1s always advantage-
ous to know how far the human powers have pro-

' ceeded,
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/
cccded, and how much experience has found to be
withm the 1cach of dihgence.  Idleness and tumdity
often despan  without beng oveicome, and forbea
attempts for fear of bemg deteated ; and we may pro-
mote the mvigoration of famt cndeavours, by show-
mg what has been alicady perfoomed  Itmay some-
tunes happen that the gicatest cfiorls of mgenuty
have been cieited in tifles, yet thesame prmaples
and expedients may be apphed to more valuable pui-
poses, and the movements, which put nto action
machines of no use but to rase the wonder of 1mo-
1ance, may be employed to diam fens, o1 manufac-
tme metals, to assist the architect, o1 preserve the
salor
Tor the utensils, aims, o1 diesses of forcign na-
tions, which make the gicatest part of many collce-
tions, I have little 1egard, when they are valued only
because they me foreign, and can suggest no mm-
provement of our own practice, Yet they aire not
all equally uscless, nor canit be always safely detei-
mined which should be iejected or 1etamed- fo
they may sometimes uneapectedly contuibute to the
slustiation of lustory, and to the knowledge of the
natural commodities of the countiy, o1 of the gemus
and customs of 1ts mhabitants
Rauties thaae e of yet a lower rank, which one
their woith meiely to accident, and which can ¢on-
vey no mformation, nor satisfy any rational desire.
Such are many fragments of antiquity, as wns and
pieces of pavement ; and things held i veneration
only for having been once the propeity of some
eminent peison, as the aimowm of King Henry , o
for having been used on some remallsable occasion, as
the
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the lantern of Guy Faur  Ihe loss or preservation
of these scems to be a thing indificrent, nor can I
percene why the possession of them should be co
veted  Yet, perhaps, even this cuniosity 1s implanted
by nature , and, when I find Jully confessing of him
<clf, that he could not forbear at Athens to visit the
walks and houscs winch the old philosophers had fre-
quented or mhabited, and recollect the reserence
which every nation, el and barbarous, hrs pmd to
the ground where menit has been buried®, I am nfrad
to declarc agamst the general voice of manhind,
and am inclimed to believe, that tins regnd, which
we mvoluntanly p1y to the meanest rehique of a man
great and illustrious, 15 mtended as an citement to
Tibour, and an cncouriement to expect the same
renonn, if 1t be sought by the same virtues

The virtuoso therefore cannot be said to be wholly
uscless, but perhaps he may be sometimes culpable
for confinng imself to business below Ins gemus,
and losing, n petty speculations, those howrss by
which, of he had spent them i nobler studies, he
might have given new hght to the mtellectual world
It 1s never without grief that I find a man capable
of raticcination or nvention enhisting himself n this
sccondlary class of learnng  for when he his once
discovered & method of gratifying Ius deswe of
emmence by evpense mather than by labour, and
known the swects of a life blest at once with the ease
of 1dlencss, and the reputation of hnowledge, he will

® See thus sentiment illustrated by a most splendid pa sage

Dr Johnsons ¢ Journey to the Western Jelands Vol VIII
p 3956 o}

not
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not casily be brought to undergo aguin the toil of
thinking, or lcave lus toys and tumhets for argu-
ments and principles ; arguments which 1equire cn-
cumspection and vigilance, and pimceiples  which
cannot be obtamned but by the diudgery of medita-
tion  He will gladly shut hunself up for ever with
lus shells and metals, Iike the compamons of Ulysscs,
who, having tasted the fruit of Lofos, would not, cven
by the hope of secing then own country, be tempted
again to the dangers of the sea

AN atry Binerle par didpacs Awreiyics,
Awrby igerloperos pivapury sore 710 2aS10 9

Whoso tastes
Insatiate riots in the swect repasts,
Nor other home nor other care intends,
But quits his house, s country, and his friends Porr

Collections of this hind aie of usc to the learned,
as heaps of stones and piles of timber aie necessary to
the archntect  But to dig the quany o1 to search the
field, requires not much of any quality beyond stub-
born perseverance ; and though genius must often he
unactive without this humble assistance, yet this can
claim hittle praise, because every man can afford 1.

To mean understandings, 1t 15 sufficient honour
to be numbered amongst the lowest labourers of
learning, but different abilities must find different
tasks  To hew stone, would have been unworthy of
Palladio ; and to have rambled 1n search of shells and

flowers, had but ill suited with the capacity of
Newton.
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Nump 84 Sarurpay, Fanuary 5, 1751

Cunarum fueras motor CHARIDEMF mearum
Et puers custos, asnduusque comes
Jam mihs mgrescunt tonsa sudara barba —~—
Sed t1b1 non crexvs  fe noster vrllicus horret
Te dispensator te domus 1psa pavet
Cornpis obsertas, quererts suspine ducis
Et vir a ferulis abstinet sra manur Manr

You rockd my eradle were my guide

In youth still tending at my side

Dot now dear sir my beard 1s grown,

StllIm 2 child to thee alone

Our steward butler cook and all

You fright nay e en the very wall

You pry aund frown and growl and chide

And scarce will lay the rod aside F Lzws,

To the RAMBLER

SIR,

YOU seem 1n all your papers to be an enemy
to tyranny, and to look with ympartiality upon
the world, I shall therefore lay my case before you,
and hope by your decision to be set free from unrea
sonable restraints, and cnabled to justify my.elf
agamnst the accusations which spite and peevishness
produce against me
At the age of five years I lost iy mothes, and my
father, bemng not qualified to supenntend the educa
tion of a girl, committed me to the care of his sister,
who 1nstructed me with the authority and, not to
deny



-5 THE RAMBLER. Ne 84.

deny her what she may justly claim, with the aflcc-
tion of a paent She had not very clevated sen-
timents o1 extensive views, but her punciples were
good, and her mtentions puie, and, though some
may practisc moic vutues, scaice any commit fewer
faults.

Under this good lady, I leained all thé common
rules of dccent behaviour, and standing maxims of
domestick prudence, and might have grown up by
degrces to a countiy gentlewoman, without any
thoughts of rangmg beyond the neighbowhood. had
not Ilavia come down, last summel, to visit her ic-
lations 1 the next willage I was taken, of course,
to compliment the stranger, and was, at the first
sight, smpused at the unconcein with which she
saw herself gazed at by the company whom she had
never known befoie, at the carclesness with wiinch
she 1cceived compliments, and the 1cadiness with
which she returned them I found she had some-
thing winch I perceived myself to want, and could
not but wish to be lhke hei, at once easy and offi-
cious, attentive and unembaniassed I went home,
and for fom days could think and talk of nothng
but miss Flava; though my aunt told me, that she
was a forwaid slut, and thought heiself wise before
her time.

In a httle time she repaid my visit, and rased in
my heart a new confusion of love and admiration.
I soon saw her again, and still found new charms
in her amr, conversation, and behaviour. You, who
have perhaps seen the woild, may have obseived,
that formality soon ceases between young persons. I
know not how others are affected on such occasions,

but
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but T found myself nresistibly allured to friendship
and mntimacy, by the fambar complmsance and airy
gayety of I'lava, so that i a few wechs I became
her favourite, and all the time was passed with me,
that she could gamn from ceremony and visit

As she came often to me, she necessanly spent
some hours with my aunt, to whom she paid great
respect by low courtesies, submssive complance,
and soft acquiescence, but as I became gradu.lly
more accustomed to her manners, I discovered that
her cwility was general, that there was a certamn
degree of deference shown by her to circumstances
and appearances, that many went anay flattered by
her humihty, whom she despised m her Leart, that
the influence of far the greatest part of those with
whoin she conversed ceased with their piesence, and
that sometimes she did not remember the names of
them, whom, withont any ntentional smeenty or
false commendation, her habitual cvility had sent
awnay with very ligh thoughts of thewr own mmport-
ance ,

It was not lohg before I percewved, that my aunts
opmion was not of much weight mn Flrvas de
liberations, and that she was looked upon by her as o
woman of nairow sentiments, without knowledge of
books, or observations on mankind I had hitherto
considered my aunt, as entitled by her wisdom and
experience to the highest reverence, and could not
forbear to wonder that any one so much younger
should venture to suspect her of enour, or ignorance ,
but my surpnse was without uneasiness, and being
now accustomed to thinh Flawiz alnays m the rxght
I readily learned fiom her to trust my own reason,

and
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and to believe it possible, that they who had lwved
longer mght be mistaken. )

Flavia had 1ead much, and used so often to eon-
verse on subjects’ of learning, that she put all the
men m the country to flight, except-the old paison,
who declared himself nwuch dehghted with her com-
pany, because she gave him opportunities to recol-
lect the studies of his younger years, and, by some
mention of ancient story, had made him rub the dust
off his Homer, which had lam unregarded m lus
closet With Homer, and a thousand other names
famihar to Flavwa, 1 had no acquamtance, but be-
gan, by compaimng her accomphshments with my
own, to repme at my education, and wish that I had
not been so long confined to the company of those
from whom nothing but housewifery was to be
learned. I then set myself to peruse such books as
Flavia 1ecommended, and heard her opinion of their
beauties and defects. 1 saw:new worlds howly
bursting upon my mnd, and was enraptured at the
prospect of diversifying life with endless entertamn-
ment 3

The old lady finding that a large screen, which I
had undertaken to adorn with turkey-work against
wmter, made very slow advances, and that I had
added in two months but three leaves to a -flowered
apron then m the frame, took the alarm, and with
all the zeal of honest folly exclaimed against my new
acquaintance, who had filled me with idle notions,
and turned my head with books. But she had now
lost her authonty, for I began to find innumerable
mistakes in her opmions, and 'impr0prietles mn her
language; and therefore thought myself no longer

bound
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bound to pay much regwd to one who hnew hitle
beyond her needle and ber dairy, and who professed
to think that notiung more 15 required of a woman
than to see that the house 1s clean, and thut'tht maids
go to bed and rise at a certun hour

She <eemed however to looh upon Ilavia as se-
ducing me, and to mmagme that when her mfluence
was withdrawn, I should return to my allegiance,
she thercfore contented herself with remote lmts,
and gentle admomtions, termixed with sage listo
ries of the miscarriages of wit, and disappointments
of pnde  But sice she has found, that though 17z
wia 15 departed, I still persist 10 my new scheme, she
has at length lost her patience, she snatches my book
out of my hand, tears my paper 1f she finds me wnt
mg, burns Tlevia s letters before my face when she
can seize them, and threatens to lock me up, and to
complain to my father of my perverseness  If women,
she says, would but know therr duty and therr m
terest, they would be carcful to acquamt themselves
with family affaws, and many o penny mught be
saved , for while the mistress of the house 1s serib
bling and reading, servants are junheting, and linen
1> wearing out She then tahes me round the
rooms shows me the worhed hangings and charrs of
tent stitch and ashs whether all thus was done with a
pen and a book?

I cannot deny that I sometimes laugh and some-
times am sullen  but she has not delicacy enough
to be much moved either with my muth or my
gloom, if she did not thinh the interest of the fa
mily endangered by this chinge of my manuers
She had for some ycars marked out young Mr

VoL V G Surly
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Surly, an heir m the neighbourhood, 1emarkable for
his love of fighting-cocks, as an advantageous
match , and was extremely pleased with the civili-
ties which he used fo pay me, till under Flava's
tuition I learned to talk of subjects which he could
not undeistand. This, she says, 1s the consequence
of female study, girls glow too wise to be advised,
and too stubborn to be commanded , but she is re-
solved to try who shall govern, and will thwart my
humour till she breaks my spirit ’

These menaces, M1 Rambler, sometimes make
me quite angry; for I have been sixteen these ten
weeks, and thmk myself cxempted from the domi-
nion of a governess, who has no pretensions to more
sense or knowledge than mysclf I am resolved,
since I am as tall and as wise as other women, to be
no longer treated like a girl. Miss Flavia has often
told me that ladies of my age go to assembhies and
routs, without their motheis and their aunts, 1
shall therefore, from this time, leave asking advice,
and 1efuse to give accounts I wish you would state
the time at which young ladies may judge for them-
selves, which I am sme you cannot but*think ought
to begm before sixteen, if you are mclmed to de-
lay 1t longer, I shall have very little regard to your
opinion

My aunt often tells me of the advantages of ex-
peiience, and of the deference due to semonty, and
both she, und all the antiquated pait of the woild,
talk of the umeserved obedience which they paid to
the command of their parents, and the undoubting
confidence with which they listened to themr pre-
eepts , of the terrours which they felt at a frown,

and
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and the humibty with which they supplicated for-
gieness whenever they had offended T cannot but
fancy that this bost 1s too general to be true, and
that the young and the old were always at vannce
I have, howeser, told my nunt, that I will mend
whatever she will prove to be wrong, but she replies
that she has reasons of her own, and that <he 1s sorry
to Iine mn an age when guls have the mmpudence to
ash for proofs

I beg once agun, Mr Rambler, to know whe-
ther I am not as wise as my aunt, and whether,
when she presumes to check me as o baby, I may
not pluch up a spintt and return her msolence? I
shall not proceed to extremitics without your advice,
which 15 therefore impatiently cxpected by

MYRTILLA

P S Remember I am past sistecn
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Nums.85. Turspay, Jjenuary 8, 1751.

¢ '

Ot s tollas periere Cupidinis arcus !
Contemptaque jacent, et sue luce faces - OvID. .

!
! 1

At busy hearts in vain love’s arrows fly,
Din’d, scorw’d, and impotent, his torches lie.

- [ !

MANY writers of emmence in physwk have
laid out -thewr diligence upon the considera-
tion of those distempers to'which men aie exposed
by particular states of hie, and very learned trea-
tises have been produced upon the maladies of ‘thé
camp, the sea, and the mmes. There are, indeed,
few employments which a man accustomed to dna-
tomical enqunies, and medical refinements, would
not find reasons for declining as dangerous to health,
did not his learning or experience inform him, that
almost every occupation, however inconvement or
formidable, 15 happier and safer than a life of sloth
The necessity of action 1s not only demonstiable
from the fabuick of the body, but ewident from ob-
servation of the umiversal practice of mankind, who,
for the preservation of health, in those whose rank or
wealth exempts them from the necessity of lucrative
labour, have mvented sports and diversions, though
not of equal use to the world with manual trades,
yet of equal fatigue to those who practise them, and
differing only from the diudgery of the husbandman
or manufactumer, as they are acts of choice, and
theiefore performed without the painful sense of com-

\ pulsion,
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pulsion  The huntsman rises early, pursues lus game
through all the dangers and obstri.ctions of the chase,
swams rvers, and scales precipices, till he returns
home no less harassed than the soldier, and has per-
haps somctimes meurred as great hazard of wounds
or death yet he has no mote to mcite s ardour,
he 15 nesther subject to the commands of a gencrl,
nor dreads any penalties for neglect and disobedrence,,
he has neither profit nor honour to expect from lus
perils and his conquests, but toils without the hope of
mural or enich gulands, and must content hunsclf
with the praise of lus tenants and compnions
But such 1s the constitution of man, that labour
may be styled its onn reward, nor will any external
mcitements be requisite, if 1t be considercd how much
happiness 1s gawned, and how much nusery eseaped,
by frequent and violent agitation of the body
Tasc 15 the most that can be hoped from a sedentary
and unactive bubit, case, 2 ncutral state Letween
pamn and pleasure  The dance of spirits, the bound
of wigour, readiness of enterpnse, and defince of
fatigue, are reserved for him that brices us nerves,
and hardens Ius fibres, that heeps lus limbs phant
with motion, and by frequent exposurc fortifies his
frame against the common accrdents of cold and heat.
With ease, however, if 1t could be secured, many
would be content, but nothwg terrestrial can be
Lept at astand Lase, if 1t 1s not nising into plea-
sure, will be filling towards pam, and whatever
hope the drcams of speculation may suggest of ob
sening the proportion between nutriment and la
bour, and heepmg the body in a healthy state by sup-
plies exactly equal to its waste, we know that, n ef
G3 fact,
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fect, the vital powers, unexcited by motion, giow
gradually languid, that, as their vigour fails, ob-
structions are generated, and that from obstructions
proceed most of those pams which wear us away
slowly with periodical tortures, and which, though
they sometines suffer life to be long, condemn it to
be useless, chain us down to the couch of misery,
and mock us with the hopes of death

Excrcise cannot secuie us from that dissolution to
which we are decreed, but, while the soul and body
continuc united, 1t can make the association pleasing,
and give probable hopes that they shall be disjoined
by an easy separation It was a principle among the
ancients, that acute diseases are from heaven, and
chronical from owselves; the dart of death ndeed
falls from heaven, but we poison 1t by our own mis-
conduct: to die 1s the fate of man, but to die with
Iingermg anguwish is generally his folly

It 15 necessary to that perfection of which our pre-
sent state is capable, that the mmnd and body should
both be kept i action, that neither the faculties of
the ene nor of the other be suffeied-to grow lax or
torpid for want of use, that neither health be pur-
chased by voluntaiy submussion to ignorance, nor
knowledge cultivated at the expense of that health,
which must enable 1t either to give pleasure to.its
possessor, o1 assistance to others 1t 1s too frequently
the pride of students to despise those amusements
and 1ecreations, which give to the rest of mankind

r

sticngth

A
# This passage was once strangely supposed by some 1¢aders to
recommend suicide, instead of erercise, which 1s sulely the moie
obvious meaning  See, however, a letter fiom Di. Jonnsox on
the subject,n BoswELy's Lafe, vol 1v p 162 C.
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strength of hmbs and checrfulness of heart  Solitude
and contemplation are indeed scldom consistent with
such shill 1n common exercises or sports as 1s neces
sary to make them practised with dchight, and no man
15 willing to do that of which the necessity 15 not
pressing and immediate, when he hnows that lus ank
wardness must mahe lnm ndiculous

Luderc qus nescit, campestribus abstinet arms
Indoctusque prle discive  trockire quiescut
Ne spuse risum tollant wmpund corona Hor

He thats unshilful will mot toss & ball

Nor run nor wrestle for he fears the fall

He justly fears to meet desers d dt grace

And that the ring will luss the baflled ass. Caeecn

Thus the man of learming 13 often resigned, almost
by lus own consent, to languor and pamn, and while
i the prosecutton of his studtes he suffers the wean
ness of labour, 1s subject by his course of life to the
maladies of tdlencss

It was, perhaps, from the observation of tins s
chievous omussion 1 those who are employed about
itellectual objects, that Loc7e has, 1 s System o
Lduecation, urged the necessity of e trade to men'of
all ranks and professions, that when the mind 1s
weary with 1its proper tash, 1t may be relaxed by a
shghter attention to some mechanical operation, and
that while the wital functions are resuscitated and
awahened by wigorous motion, the understanding
mav be restramned from that vagrance and dissipation
by which it relieves itsclf after a long ntenscness of
thought, unless some allurement be presented that
Jnay engage 1pplication without aniety

¢4 There
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Thae 1s so httle reacon for expeetg frequent
confornnty to Loches precept, that ot js not neces-
smy to enquuce whether the practice ot mechamenl
arts might not give occasion to petty anulation, and
deeencrate amibntion, and whether, if om disine,
and physicians were taught the lathe and the ehiscl,
they would not thinh ore of thar tools than thei
books® as Noo neglected the care of his empue for
his chanot and lus fiddle e s certanly dangerons
to be too much pleased with hittle things, but what
is there which may not be pervated® Let us vemems
ber how much waorse employment nught have been
found for those howrs, wlich a manual ocrupation
appcais to engross; let us compute the profit with
the loss, and when we reflect how often a gamus 15
allmed fiom lie studies, consuder hhewiee that par-
haps by the same attiactions he 1w <omctimes with-
held fiom debauchery, o reealled trom mahice, from
ambition, fiom emy, and from lust

I have always adnmed the wisdom of those by
whom owr female education was mstituted, for having
contived, that every woman, of whatever condition,
should be taught some aits of manutactne, by which
the vacuitics of recluse and domestich leisure may be
filled up These arts are moie necessary, as the weak-
ness of then sex and the general system of hife debar
ladics fiom many cmployments which, by diversifying
the cucumstances of men, piescive them fiom bemg
cankeicd by the 1ust of then own thoughts, I know
not how much of the vntue and happmess of the
world may be the consequence of this judicious ie-
gulation. Perhaps, the most powarful fancy nmght
be nnable to figwe the confusion and slaughter that

woul
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would be produced by so m-ny picreing cyes and
viud understandings, turned loose at once upon man-
kind, wmith no other business than to <parhle and mn
tnigue, to perples and to destroy :

Tor my part, whenever chance brings withm my
obscrvation a hnot of nusses busy at therr needles,
I consider myself as m the school of wirtuc, and
though I have no extraordinary shill i plam work or
embroidery, look upon their operations with s much
«atisfaction as their governess, because I regard them
as providing a sccunty against the most dangcrous
ensnarers of the soul, by enabling themselves to ea-
clude dleness from their solitary moments, and with
1dleness her attendant tram of passions, fincies, and
chimeras, fears, sorrows, and desnes  Ouid and
Cervantes will mform them that love has no power
but over those whom he catches unemployed, and
Hector, in the Thad, when he sces sndiomache over-
whelmed with terrours, scnds her for consolation to
the loom and the distaff

It 1s certamn that any wild wish or vam imagmation
never takes such firm possession of the numd, 15 when
115 found empty and unoccupted  The old peripa
tetick principle, that Nature abhors @ ~acunm, mny
be properly applied to the ntellect, winch will em
brace any thing, however absurd or crimmal, rather
than be “holly without an object Perhaps every
man may date the predommance of those desues that
disturb hss hife and contaminate his consaience, from
some unhappy hour when too much leisure eapo ed
hun to thew ncursions  for he has Inved with little
observation aither on himself or others, who does not
know that to be idle 15 to be vicious
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Nuwns. 86. SaTturpay, January 12, 1751.

Legrtamumgue sonum digates callemus et are.  Hor

By fingers, or by ear, we numbers scan Lrrmstoy

N I of the ancients has observed, that the bui-

then of goveinment 1s ncreased upon prnces
by the vntues of their immediate predecessors It
is, indeed, always dangeious to be placed m a state
of unavoidable companson with excellence,.and the
danger 1s still greater when that excellence 1s conse-
crated by death; when envy and intercst ccase to act
against 1t, and those passions by which it was at first
vilified and opposed, now stand in 1ts defence, and
turn their vehemence aganst honest emulation.

He that succeeds a celebrated writer, has the same
difficulties to encounter, he stands under the shade
of exalted ment, and 1s hindered from 1ising to Ius
natural height, by the interception of those beams
which should mvigoiate and quicken lnm  He ap-
plies to that attention which 1s aheady engaged, and
unwilling to be drawn off fiom certain satisfaction;
or perhaps to an attention already wearied, and not
to be recalled to the same object.

One of the old poets congratulates himself that he
has the untrodden regions of Parnassus before him,
and that his garland will be gathered from planta-
tions which no writer had yet culled But the mmta-
tor treads a beaten walk, and with all his diligence
can only hope to find a few flowers or branches un-

touched
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touched by his predecessor the refuse of contempt,
or the opussions of neghsence  The Alacedoman
conqueror, when he was once mvated to hear a man
that sung hihe a nmightingale, replicd with contempts
“ that be had heard the mghtingale herself, and the
same treatment must every man expect, whose prase
15 that he unitates another

Yet, m the mudst of these discouraging reflections,
I am about to offer to my reader some observations
upon Pa adise Lost, and hope, that, however 1 may
fall below the lustrious wniter who has so Jong dic-
tated to the commonwenlth of lewrning my attempt
may not be wholly useless  There are, n every age,
newn errours to be rectificd, and new prejudices to be
opposed  Talse taste 1s always busy to mislead those
that are entermng upon the regions of learning, and
the traveller, uncertam of lns way, and foreaken by
the sun, will be plea.ed to sec o funter orh ane on
the horizon, that may rescuc lim from total dirk
ness, though with weak and boriowed lustre

Addison, though he has considered tins poem under
most of the gencral topichs of enticism, has baiely
touched upon the versification, not probably because
he thought the art of numbers unworthy of Ius notice,
for he Lnew with how mnute attention the ancient
cnticks considered the disposition of syllables, and had
imself given hopes of some metnical observations
upon the great Roman poct, but beng the first who
undertook to display the beauties, and pomt out the
defocts of Alilton, he had many objects at once before
him, and passed willingly over those which were most
barren of ideas, and required labour, rather than
gemus

Yet
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Yet veisification, or the art of modulating Ins
numbers, is indispensably nccessmy to a  poct.
Lvey other power by which the understanding 15
enlightened, o1 the imagmation enchanted, may be
exerciced in prose. DBut the poct has this peculia
supcriouity, that to all the powers wiich the perfec-
tion of cvery othar composition can require, he adds
the faculty of joming musick with 1cason, and of
acting at once upon the senses and the passions. I
suppose there aie few who do not feel themselves
touched by poetical melody, and who will not con-
fess that they arc moic or less moved by the same
thoughts, as they me conveyed by different sounds,
and more affected by the same woirds m one order
than mn another. The perception of harmony 1s in-
deed conferred upon men in degices very uncqual,
but there are none who do not perceive 1it, or to
whom a 1egular sernies of proportionate sounds can-
not give delight

In tieating on the versification of ALilfon 1 am de-
sirous to be generally undeistood, and shall there-
fore studiously decline the dialect of grammarians ;
though, mndecd, 1t 1s always difficult, and some-
times scarcely possible, to dehiver the piecepts of an
art, without the terms by wlich the pecubar ideas
of that ait are expressed, and which had not been n-
vented but because the language alieady m use was
insufficient. If, therefore, I shall sometines seem ob-
scure, 1t may be mmputed to this voluntary mteidic-
tion, and to a desire of avoiding that offence which
is always given by unusual words

The heroick measure of the Englsh language may
be properly considered as pure or mixed. It s pure

when
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when the accent tests upon esery second syllable
through the whole line

Courage uncertain dan,ers may abate
But wh6 can befir th approach of certain fate?
Darpey
Here love his golden shafts employs here lights
Hiscénstantlamp and wAves bus parple win s
Reigns here and revels  notmn the bou ht smile
Of harlats loveless, joyle s Gnendcard MiLtov

The accent 'may be observed, i the sccond line of
Dryden, and the second and fourth of Ailton, to,rc-
pose upon every second syllnble

The repetition® of this sound or percussion at equal v
times, 15 the most complete harmony of which a
smgle verse 15 capable, and should therefore be ex-
actly hept m distichs, and generally m the last e
of a paragraph, that the ear may rest without any
sense of imperfection '

But, to preserve the series of sounds untransposed
m a long composition, 1s not only very difficult but
tiresome and disgusting, for we are soon wearted
with the perpetual recurrence of the same cadence
Necessity has therefore enforeed the nuxed measure,
m which some varlation of the accents 15 alloved ,
this, though 1t always njures the harmony of the
lne, considered by itself, yet compensates the loss
by relieving us from the continual tyranny lof the
same sound, and makes us more sensible of ‘the har-
mony of the pure measure

Of these mixed numibers every poet affords us n-
numerable mstances, and Milton seldom has two
pure lines together, as will appear if any of s para
graphs be read with attention merely to the musich

Thus
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Thus at their shady lodge arnv'd, both stood,

Both turn’d, and under open shy ador'd

The God that made both sky, 211, eerth, and heav'n,
Wihich they behidld , the moow’s 1esplendent globe,
And starry pole  thow also mad'st the mght,
Maker ommpotent! and thou the day,

Which we 1n our appointed worh employ’d

Ilave fimsh’d, happy 1n our mutual hclp,

And mutaal love, the erown of all owr bhiss
O1dur’d by thee, and this delicious place,

Tor us too large, where thy abundance wants
Partalers, and uncrop’d falls to the ground,

But thou hast promis'd from us two a race

To fill the earth, who shall with us extol

Thy goodness infimte, both when v e wake,

And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep.

’

In this passage it will be at first observed, that al

the lmes are not equally haimonwous, and upon a
neaier examnation 1t will be found that only the fifth
and nnth lines =1e 1cgular, and the 1est are moie or
less heentious with respect to the accent, In some
the accent is equally upon two syllables togethcr,
"and 1 both strong  As

Thus at their shady lodge anv'd, both stood,
Both twrn°d, and under open sty ndor’d
The God that made both shy, au, car ¢%, and heav’n,

In gthers the accent is equally upon two syllables,
but upon both weak . '

a race
To fill the earth, who shall with us exntol

Thy goodness wnfinite, both wwhen we wake,
And when we seck, as now, thy gft of sleep.

, In
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In the first pair of syllables the accent may deviate
from the Tigour of eactness, without any unpleasing
dimmnution of harmony, as may be observed m the
lines already cited, and more remarhably in this,
Thou also mad st the night
Maker omnipotent! and thou the day

But, excephing 1n the first pair of syllables, which
may be constdered as arbitrary, 2 poet who, not
having the mvention or knowledge of Aliton, has
more need to allure Ins audience by musical cadences,
should seldom suffer more than one sberration from
the rule 1n any single verse

There are two lines m this passage more remark
ably unharmonious

This deheious place,

Tor us toolarge where thy nbundance wants
Partakers and uncropd falls fo the ground

Here the third pair of syllables n the first, and fourth
parr i the second verse, have therr accents retro-
grade or inverted , the first syllable bemng strong or
acute, and the second weak The detriment which
the measure suffers by this mversion of the accents 1s
sometimes less perceptible, when the verses are car-
ried one mto another, but 15 remirkably stnking n
this place, where the vicious verse concludes a period,
and 1s yet more offensive 1n rhyme, when we regu-
larly attend to the flow of every single hme This will
appear by reading a couplet i which Cowley, an au

thor not suffictently studious of harmony, has com-
mitted the same fault

~— Ins harmless Iife
Does with substantial blesseduess abound
And the soft wings of peace cover him round

In
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In these the law of etre 1s very giossly violated by
mmgling combmations of sound directly opposite
to each other, as Ailton expresses m his sonnet, by
commattimg short and long, and setting one part of the
measure at variance w 1th the rest. T he ancients, who
had a language more capable of variety than ours,

had two 'kmds of veise, the Jambick, consisting of
shoit and long syllables alternately, from which our
heroick measure 15 deiived, and the Zrochaick, con-
sisting mn a like alteination of long and short  These
were consiaeted as opposites, and conveyed the con-
trary images of speed and slowness, to.,confound
them, therefore, as in these lines, 15 to dewviate from
the established pactice But wheie the senses are
to judge, authority 1s,mot necessary, the ear 1s suf-
ficient to detect dissonance, nor should, I. have sought

auxibaries on such an occasion agamst any name but
that of Milton. ‘
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Nuvun 87 TuEespay, Janumy 15, 1751

; Invidus, wracundus tners tinosus amalor
Nemo adeo ferus est -ut non mtescere possit,
8t modo cultura patsentem commodet aurem Hor

The slave to envy aner wine or love
The wretch of sloth 1ts excellence shall prove
Fierceness atself shall bear 1ts rage anay

# When histmng, calmly to th structive lay Frawcis

)t
THAT few things are so hberally bestowed, or
squandered with so httle effect, as good ad

vice, has been generilly observed, and many sage
positions have been advanced concerning the reasons
of this complant, and the means of removing 1t It
1s indeed an important aud noble enquiry, for hitle
would be wanting to the happimess of lite, 1f every
man could conform to the right as soon as he was
shown it

This perverse neglect of the most salutary pre
cepts, and stubborn resistance of the most pathetich
persuasion, 1s usually mmputed to lum by whom the
counsel 13 recetved, and we often hear it mentioned
as a sign of hopeless deprawity, that though good
advice was given, 1t has wrought no reformation

Others, who 1magime themselves to have quicker
sagacity and deeper peneteation, have found out
that the efficacy of advice 13 usually the fault of
the counsellor, and rules have been laid down by
which this important duty may be successfully per
VoLV H formed
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formed: We are directed by what tokens to discover
the favourable moment at which the heart is dis-
posed for the operation of truth and reason, with
what address to adnmunister, and with what velicles
to disguise the catharticks of the soul

But, notwithstanding this specious expedicnt, we
find the world yet mn the same state advice 1s still
given, but still recewved with disgust, nor has it ap-
peared that the bitterness of the medlcm(, has been
yet abated, or 1its power cncicased, by any mcthods
of prepaing 1t

If we consider the manner 1 which those who
assume the office of duecting the conduct of others
exccute their undertaking, it will not be very won-
derful that their labows, however zealous or af-
fectionate, aie fiequently useless For what 1s the
advice that 15 commonly given? A few general
maxims, enforced with vehemence and inculcated
with 1mportunity, but failng for want of pa tlcular
reference and immediate apphcauon

It 1s not often that any man can have so much
knowledge of anothei, as is nccessary to make in-
stiuction useful. We ae sometunes not oursclves
conscious of the onginal motives of our actions, and
when we know them, our fiist care 1s to hide them
from the sight of others, and often fiom those most
dihgently, whose superionty either of power or
undeistanding imay entitle them 'to mspect our hves;
it 15 therefore very probable that he who endeavours
the cure of our mtellectual maladies, mistakes their
cause, and that lus piescriptions avail nothing, bet
cause he knows not which of the passions or desires
is vitiated. C

Advice,
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s Advice, as 1t always gives a temporary appearance
of superionty, can never be very mateful, even when
1t 15 'most necessary or most Juchcious  But for the
same reason every one 1 eager to mstruct s neigh
bours To be wise or to be virtuous, 15 to buy dig
nity and 1mportance at a ligh price, but when no
thing 1s necessary to elevation but detection of the
follies or the faults of others, no man 1s so nsensible
to the voice of fame as to linger on the ground

Tentanda via est qua me quoque possim
Tollere humo victorque cirfim volitare per ora Viro

New ways I must attempt my groveling name
To rase aloft and wing my flight to fame Devpen
H

Vamty 15 so frequently the apparent motive of
advice, that we, for the most part, summon our
powers to oppose 1t without any very accurate en-
quiry'whether 1t 1s right It 1s sufficent that another
15 growing great i lus own eyes at our expense, and
assumes authonty over us without our permssion,
for many would contentedly suffer the consequences
of their own mustakes, rather than the imsolence of
‘him who triumphs as their deliverer

It 15, indeed scldom found that any advantages
are enjoyed with that moderation which the uncer-
tamty of all human good so powerfully enforces, and
therefore the adviser may justly suspect, that he has
nflamed the opposition which he laments by afro
gance and superciiousness He may suspect, but
needs not hashily to condemn hmself, for he'can
rarely be certam that the softest language or most
e M2 humble

<
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humble diffidence would have escaped resentment;
since scarcely any degice of ciicumspection can pre-
vent or obviate the 1age with winch the slothful, the
ampotent, and the unsuccessful, vent their discontent
upon those that excel them  Modesty itself if 1t s
prased, will be envied, and theic are mnds so 1n-
patient of mfenonty, that their gratitude 15 a species
.of 1evenge, and they 1ctuin benefits, not because re-
compense 1s a pleaswe, but because obhigation 1s a
pain. ’

The number of thosc whom the love of them-
selves has thus fa1 conupted, 1s peihaps not great;
but there are few so fiee fiom vanity, as not to dictate
to those who will hear their mstructions with a visible
sense of their own beneficence, and few to whom it
is not unpleasing to rcceive documents, however
tenderly and cautiously delivered, or who aie not
willing to raise themsclves fiom pupilage, by dis-
puting the propositions of their teacher

It was the maxmm, I thnk, of Alphonsusof Ar-
ragon, that dead counsellors are safest. The gave
puts an end to flattery and artifice, and the mnforma-
tion that we 1eccive fiomi books 1s pure from interest,
fear, or ambiton. Dead counsellois aie hkewise
most mstructive, because they arc heaad with pa-
tience and with 1everence  We aie not unwilling
to believe that man wiser than ourselves, from whose
abilities we may 1eceive advantage, without any dan-
ger of 1vahy o1 opposition, and who affords us the
hght of Ius expellence, without hurting om eyes by
flashes of 1nsolence

By the consultation of books, whethe: of dead or
hving rautborsz, . many temptations to petulance and

fe
“ . 3

o opposition,
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opposition, which occur m oral conferences, are
avorded  An author cannot obtrude his service un-
asked, nor can be often suspected of any malignant
intention to msult his readers with his know'edge or
Iis wit.  Yet so prevalent 15 the habit of comparmng
ourselves with others, while they remamn within the
reach of our passions, that books arc seldom read
with complete mmpartiality, but by those from whom
the wniter 1s placed at such a distance that his Iife or
death 15 ndifferent.

We see that volumes may be perused, and perused
with attention, to little effect and that maxims of
prudence, or principles of virtue, may be trewsured
m the memory without mfluenung the conduct  Of
the numbers that pass their hives among books, very
few rcad to be made wiser or better, apply any ge-~
neral reproof of vice to themselves, or try ther own
manners by 1xtoms of justice  They propose either
to consume those hours for which they can find no
other amusement, to gam or preserve that respect
winch learning has always obtamed, or to gratify
therr curtosity with knowledge, which, hike treasures
buried and forgotten, 15 of no use to others or them-
selves

“ The preacher {says a Trench author) mav spend
“ an hour 1n esplaning and enforcing a precept of
“ rehigion, without feeling any impression from his
“ own performance, because he way have no fucther
“ design than to fill up luis hour™ A student may
easily exhaust his ife m comparing divines and mo
ralists, without any practical regard to morality or
religion, he may be learning not to hve, but to rea-
son, he may regard only the elegance of style, just-

3 ness
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ness of argument, and accuracy of method; and may
enable himself to criticise with judgment, and dis
pute with subtiity, winle the cinef use of his volumes
is unthought of, s mind 1s unaffected, and his hfc
is unreformed :

But though truth and virtue are thus frequently
defeated by pride, obstinacy, or folly, we are not al-
lowed to desert them, for whoever can furmish arms
which they hitherto' have not employed, may enable
them to gain some hearts which would have resisted
any otlier method of attack. Every man of gemus
has some arts of fixing the attention peculiar to him-
self, by which, honestly exerted, he may benefit man-
kind; for the arguments for purity of hfe fail of
their due influence, not. because they have been
considered and confuted, but because they have been
passed over without consideration. To the position
of Tully, that if Virtue could be seen, she must be
loved, may be added, that if Truth could be heard,
she must be obeyed.
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Nump 88 Sarurpay,January 19, 1751.

Cum tabuhs antmum censoris sumet honests

Audebit quacunque minus splendoris habebunt

Aut sine pondere erunt et honore tndigna ferentur
Verba motere loco guamts imoita recedant

Et versentur adhuc wtra penetralia Vesta Hoxr

But he that hath a curious piece designd

When he begins must take a censor’s mind,

Severe and honest and what words appear

Too light and tnivial or too weak to bear }
The weighty sense nor warth the reader’s care

Shake off tho stabborn they are loth to move

And tho we fancy dearly tho we love, Creecnt

“ '1‘HLRE 13 no reputation for gemus,” says

Quintilian, ““ to be guned by witing on
things, which, however nece sary, have hittle splen
dour or show  The haght of a bullding attracts
the eye, but the foundatrons he without regard
“ Yet since there 15 not any way to the top of sci
“ ence, but from the lowest parts, I shall think no
“ thing unconnected with the art of oratory, which
“ he. that wants cannot be an orator ”

Confirmed and ammated by this illustnons pre-
cedent, I shall continue my enquiries into Afiltons
art of versification  Since, however minute the em
ployment may appear, of analyzing lines mnto syl-
lables, and whatever ndicule may be mcurred by a
solemn deliberation upon accents and pauses, 1t 15
! 4 certain

€«
«

«
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certain that without this petty knowledge no man can
be apoet, and that from the proper disposition of
single sounds results that harmony that adds force to
reason, and gives grace to sublimty; that shackles
dttention, and governs passions

That verse may be melodious and pleasing, it is
necessaly, not only that the woids be so ranged as
that the accent may fall on 1ts pioper place, but that
the syllables themselves be so chosen as to flow
smoothly mnto one another. This 1s to be effected
by a proportionate mixture of vowels and consonants,
and by tempering thc mute consonants with liquids
and semivowels The Hebrecw grammarians have
observed, that 1t 1s impossible to pronounce two con-
sonants without the intervention of a vowel, or with-
out some emission of the breath between one and the
other, this 1s longer and moie perceptible, as the
sounds of the consonants are less harmomcally con-
jomed, and, by consequence, the flow of the verse 1s
longer mterrupted

1t 15 pronounced by Dryden, that a line of mono-
syllables 1s almost always haish ~ This, with 1egard to
our language, 15 evidently true, not because mono-
syllables cannot compose harmony, but because our
monosyllables beng of Teutomck ongmnal, or formed

by contiaction, commonly begin and end with con-
sonants, as, -

- Every lower faculty
Of sense, whereby they hear, sce, smell, touch, tasle.

The difference of harmony arising principally
from the collocation of vowels and consonants, will

be

)
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be suffictently concewved by attending to the followng
passages o

Immortal Amarant——there grows

And flow 13 aloft shiding the fount of Iift '
And where the river of bliss throu b 1r1dst of heav n
Polls o er Elysian flovrs her amber stream

Vith these that never fade the sjints elect

Bind thewr resplendent locks inwreath d uwith beams

The same comparison that 1 propose to be made
between the fourth and sixth verscs of this passage,
may be 1epeated between the last lines of the follow
ing quotations

Under foot the violet
Crocus and hyacwnth with nieh 1a lay
Brouder d the ground more colour’d than with slone )
5 Of costhest emblem
i
Here 1 close recess
With flowers garlands and sweet smelling herbs
Lspoused Ere first dech d her nuptial bed
And keat'nly chowrs the hymenean sung

Milton whose ewr had been accustomed, not only
to the ‘musick of the ancient tongues, which how
ever vitiated by our pronunciation, excel all that are
now i use, but to the softness of the Itakan the
most mellfluous of all modern poetry, seems fully
convinced of the unfitness of our language for
smooth versification, and 1s therefore pleased with
an opportunity of calling in a softer word to his as-
sistance, for this reason, and I believe for this only,
he sometimes indulges himself i a long series of

proper
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proper namcs, and mtroduces them where they add
little but musich to his poem.
The richer seut
Of Atabalipa, and yet unspoil'd

Guiana, whose great vty Gerion's sons
Call ! Dorado

The moon The Tuscan artist views
At cvenming, from the top of I'evwole
Or 1 Valdarno, to desery new lunds

e has mdeed been more attentive to his syllables
than to lis accents, and does not often offend by
collisions of consonants, or op¢nings of vowels upon
cach other, at Jcast not more often than other wniters
who have had less important or complicated subjects
to take off their care from the cadence of their hines

The great pecuhanty of Aliion’s versification,
compared with that of later poets, is the chision of
one vowcl before another, or the suppression of the
last syllable of a word cnding with a vowel, when a
vowel begins the followmg word.  As

Knowledge

Oppresses clse with surfeit, and soon turns
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind.

This license, though now disused in Lnglsh poetry,
was practised by our old wnters, and 15 allowed
in many other languages ancient and modern, and
therefore the crticks on Paradise Lost have, without
much deliberation, commended Afilton for conti-
nuing 1t *, But onc language cannot communicate

# In the original Rambler, 1n folio, our author’s opinion appears
different, and 1s thus expressed —* This hcense, though an mnno-
vation m Enghish poetry, 1s yet allowed m many other languages
ancient and modern, and theiefore the critichs on Paradise Lost
have, without much deliberation, commended Milton for intro-
ducing 1t.” C. '

its
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its rules to another We have already tried and
rejected the hexameter of the ancient., the double
close of the Jtalans, and the aleandrine of the
French, and the elision of vowels, however griceful
1t may seem to other nations, may be very unsuitable
to the gemus of the Lnglish tongue

There 15 reason to believe that we hawve neghgently
lost part of our vowels, and that the silent ¢, which
our ancestors added to most of our monosyllables,
was once vocal By this detruncation of our syllables,
our language 1s overstocked with consonants, and it
15 more necessary to add vowels to the beginnmg of
words, than to cut them off from the cnd

Milton therefore seems to have somewhat mistahen
the nature of our lnguage, of which the cluef defect
15 ruggedness and aspenty, and has left our barsh ca-
dences yet harsher  But s elisions arc not all
equally to be censuréd, in some syllables they may
be allowed, and perhaps m a few mav be safely 1mi-
tated The absussion of a vownel 15 undoubtedly
vitious when 1t 13 strongly sounded, and mahes with
1ts assoctate consonant, o full and audible syllable

~—\\ hit he gives
Spintual may to parest spirits be found
No ingrateful food and food alike these pure
Intelligenhial substances require

Frmts = Hesperin fables true
If true here only and of delieious taste X
Eveming now approachd
For we have also our 'evemny, and our morn
[N <} ~1
Of guests he makes them slaves b s
Inhospitably and kills their infant males

1

And

14
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And wital Virtue infus'd, and vital warmth
Throughout the flud mass

God made thec of chaice his own, and of his own
To serve him

I believe every reader will agree that i all those
passages, though not equally i all, the musick 1s
injured, and in some the meaning obscured. There
aic other lines in which the vowel 1s cut off, but
it 15 so faintly pronounced in common specch, that
the loss of 1t in poetry 1s scarcely perceived ; and
therefore such comphance with the measure may be
allowed.

Nature breeds
Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things,
Abominabdle, inutterable, and worse
Than fables yet have feign'd

From the shore
They view’d the vast immensurable abyss,
+ Ympenetrable, impal'd with cirching fire.
To none communicabdle 1n earth or heav'n,

Yet even these contractions encrease the roughness
of a language too rough already; and though m long
poems they may be sometimes suffered, 1t never can
be faulty to forbear them.

Mlion frequently uses in his poems the hyper-
metrical o1 redundant hne of eleven syllables. -

Thus 1t shall befal
Him who to worth in woman over-trusting
Lets her will rule

T also errd 1n over-much admiring

Verses
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i Verses of this Lind occur almost in every page,
but, though they are not unpleasing or dissonant,
they ought not to be admitted into herorck poetry,
fince the narrow hmits of our language allow us
no other dishnction of epich and tragich measures,
than 15 afforded by the hberty of changing at will
the termmations of the dramatick hnes, and bring
ang them by that relaxation of metrical rigour nearer
to prose '

-

E

13
Nume 89 TuespaAy, January 22, 1751

Dulce est desipere in loco ) Hoxr
‘Wisdom at proper fimes 1s well forgot. ' 1
{ t
OCK E, whom there 15 no reason to suspect of
bemng a favourer of idleness or hbertinism, has
advanced, that whoever hopes to employ any part
of lus time with efficacy and vigour, must allow some
of 1t to pass 1n trifles, It 1s beyond the powers of
humanity to spend & whole hife 1n profound study
and intense meditation, and the most Tigorous €x-
acters of industry and senousness have apponted hours
for relaxation and amusement /

It 15 certam that, with or without our consent,
many of the few moments allotted us will shde 1n
perceptibly away, and that the mind will break, from
confinement to 1ts stated tash into sudden excursions
Severe and connected attention 15 preserved but for
a shoit time, and when a man shuts himself up n his
closet, and bends his, thoughts to the discussion of any

t abstruse
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abstruse question, he will find lus faculties cohtinually
stealing away to mote pleasing entcrtainments  He
often perceives himself tianspoited, he knows not
how, to distant'tiacts of thought, and returns to his
first object as from a dream, without knowing when
he ‘forsook 1t, o1 how long he has been abstracted
fiom 1’

It has heen observed that the most studious are not
always the most learned. Theie is, indeed, no great
difficulty n discovering that tlus difference of profi-
ciency may arse from the difference of intellectual
poweis, of the choice of books, or the convenience
of mformation But I beheve it likewise frequently
happens that the most recluse are not the most vigor-
ous prosecutors of study ' Many impose upon the
world, and many upon themselves by an appearance
of severe and exemplary dihgence, when they, in
reality, give ‘themselves up to the luxury of fancy,
please their minds with regulating the past, or plan-
ning out the future, place themselves at will in va-
ried situations of happiness, and slumber away their
days in voluntary visions. In the journey of life some
ate left behind; because they are natwally feeble and
slow, some because they miss the way, and many be-
cause they leave itby choice, and, instead'of pressing
onward with a steady pace, delhight themselves with
momentary déviations, turn a51de to ' pluck every
flower, and repose in every shade.

“ There is nothmg more fatal to a man whose busi-
ness 1s to think, than to have learned the ‘art of re-
gahng s mmd with those aity gratifications  Other
vices or follies are 'restrained by fear, reformed by
admonition, or rejected by the conviction which the
- 0T compa-
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comparison of our conduct nith that of others may
m tme produce  But this anviable riot of the mmd,
this secret prodigality of beng, ts sccure from de-
techon, and tfearless of reproach! The dreamncr re.
tires to s apartaients, shuts 'out the cares and in-
terruphions 1of mankind, and abandons Jumself to his
lown fancy, men worlds mse up: before him, one
mage 15 followed by another, and a long succession
of delights dances round hun + le s at last called
tback to bf¢ by ‘miture, or'by custom, and enters
peevish 1nto tsocicty, because he cannot model it to
his own wifl + He returns from his 1dle’ exeirsions
with the aspenty,o the igh not with the knowledge of
a stadent, and hastens agun to the $ame felietty with
ithe eagerniess of a man bent upon the ddvantemerit of
some favourtte science  The infituntton strengthehs
by degrees, and like the por on of opiates, weakens
tis! powers, Without aty external symptom of wiabg-
ity ' y o ,
1]t happens, 1ndeed, that thest hypoentes of learn-
ng are motime detected, and convinced by disgrace
and disappontment of the difference betweeri the Ja-
bout of thought, and the sport of musing tBut'thig
discovery 1s often not made till it 1s too late to 'recs
ver the time that has been fooled away <A tHolisand
accdents may, mmdeed, awahken drones to a'more
early sense of therr danger and their'shame But
they who are convineed of the'necessity of breahing
‘fiom this habitual drowsiness, too often ‘relapse m
spite of their resolution, for thése ideal seddeers dre
always near, and neither any particulanty of time nor
place’ 1s necessary to therr nfluence, they nvade the
soul, without warnung, and have often icharmed down
1 resist-
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1esistance before their appioach is perceived or sus-
pected. °

This captwity, however, 1t is necessary for every
man to bieak, who has any desne to be wise or uscful,
to pass lus hfe with the esteem of others, or to look
back with satisfaction from Ins old age upon his ear-
her yeais. In oider to recgamm hbeity, he must find
the means of flying fiom himself, he must, m oppo-
sition to the Stoick precept, teach Ins desires to fix
upon exteinal things, he must adopt the joys and
the pamns of others, and evcite in his mind the want
of social pleasures and amicable communication.

It1s, pethaps, not impossible to promote the cuie
of this mental malady, by close applicatien to some
new study, which may pour n fiesh ideas, and hegp
curlosity m perpetual motion But study requires
_solitude, and solitude 1s a state dangeious to those
who are too much accustomed to sk into themselves
Active employment o1 publick pleasure 1s generally
a necessa1y pait of this mtellectual regimen, without
which, though some 1emission may be obtaned, a
complete cure will scarcely be effected.

This 1s a formidable and obstinate disease of the
mtellect, of which, when 1t has once become radi-
‘cated by time, the remedy 1s one of the haidest tasks
of reason and of virtue. Its shghtest attacks, there-
fore, should be watchfully opposed , and he that finds
the frimd and narcotick infection beginning to seize
him, should turn his whole attention agamnst 1t, and
.check 1t at the first discovery by proper counterac-
tion. .

‘The great resolution to be formed, when happi-
ness and virtue are thus™ formidably ivaded, is, that

’ no
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no part of hfe be spent in = state of entrality or m-
difference  but that some pleware be found for every
moment that 15 not devoted to labour, :and that
whenever the necéssary business of hfe grows irksome
or disgusting, an runmednte transition be made to
diversion and gavety R

After the exercises which the health of the body
requires, and which have themschie = natural fen-
dency to actuate and muigorate the mind, the most
chagible amuscment of a rationdl beng scems to be
that interchange of thouglits whicli 18 p tthsed i free
and easy conversation, wheie suspicion 15 bamshed
by experience, and emulation by beorvolence, where
every mih speihs with no other re trunt than unwil
lingness to ofiend, and hears with no other disposinion
thn desne to be pleased

There must be a time m which every man trifles,
and the only choice that nature offers'ue, 1s, to trifle
m compuiy ¢ alone  To jém profit with pleasure,
has been an old preeejit among men who have had
very different conceptions ot mofit Al have agreed
that our ambsements shoukd not terminate wholly
the present moment, but contribute more or less to
future advintage Ile tint amuscs hunself among
well chosea comp inions, ¢ scatcely ful to recense,
from the most cueless and obstreperous merrunent
which virtue can allow, some useful hmts  not can
converse on the most fanuhir toprchs, without some
casual nformation  The loose sparhles of tliought
less wit may give new lijht to the mind, and the gry
contention for paradoxtcal positions iectify the opt
nions

VoL V I This
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Tins is the tine in which those fiiendships that
give happiness o1 consolation, relief or sceunty, are
generally formed. A wise and good man 15 never so
amiable as in his unbended and fannhar intervals.
Heroick genciosity, o philosoplucal discovences, may
compel vencration and 1espect, but love alwass im-
plies some hind of natural o1 voluntary equality, and
is only to be excted by that Jesity and chicerfulness
which disencumber all mmds friom awe and soli-
tude, invite the modest to ficedom, and cralt the
timoious to confidence  This casy gayety s certumn
to please, whatever be the chatacter of Inns that c.erts
it, if our supenows descend fiom then clevation, we
love themn for lessening the distance at winch we are
placed below them; and inferiows, from whom we
can 1ccene no lasting advantage, will alwayvs heep
our affections while their sprightlmcss and mnrth con-
tribute to ow pleasure.

Lvery man finds msclf differently affected by
the sight of fortiesses of war, and palaces of pleasuie,
we look on the haight and stiength ot the bulwarks
with a kind of gloomy satisfaction, for we cannot
think of defence without admitting nnages of dan-
ger; but we range dehighted and jocund thiough the
gay apartments of the palace, beeause nothmg 1s -
pressed by them on the mmd but joy and festisity.
Such 1s the difference between great and ammable
characters, with protectots we ae safe, with com-
panions wc are happy.
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t i '
Nuup go Sarturpiy, Janumy 26, 1751
i 1t
511 {
In denur labor , Vire

! {
What toil 1n slender thin 3!

1!
i, otnoon vt
IT 15 very difficult to wite on the minuter parts of
Iiterature without fuling either to p]emc or, m-
struet  Too much ety of detal dlsnust.? the grmt-
est prt of 1eadar ;- nd 1o throw & malutude of par-
ticulus under mwnl head , and lay doyn 1ules of
extensne comp\dxcnsmn, 1 to) common undcrstund-
mngs of httle use  They who undrtake these sub,
Jects are thercfore alwavs in danger, as onc or other
Incomentence anses to their magination, of fight-
g us with rufged science, or amusing us with cmpty
sound
In critiusing thc work of Aiton there 15, ndeed,
oppaitumty to mtersperse passages that can hardly fail
to relieve the lm"uors of attention, and since, 1 ox=
amming the vuiety and choice of thc pauses wath
winch hc has diversthed Ins numbcrs, it will be ne
cessary to eshibnt the lnes mn which they are to be
found, perhaps the remarks may be well compensatgd
by the examples, and the 1rhsomeness of gmmmatlcal
disquisitions somew hat alleviated
AMidton formed his scheme of versification by the
poets of Greece and Rome, whom he proposed to him-
self for hus models, so far as the difference of lus lan-
guage from theirs would jpermit the mutation  There
are ndced many 1nconyemencics , nseparable from
I2 our
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our heroick measure compated with that of Flomer
and Firgd; mcomemencies, which it s no re-
proach to Aldton not to have oveicome, because they
are m therr own natime msuperable; but against
which he has stiuggled with so much art and dili-
gence, that he may at least be said to have deserved
success.

The hexameter of the ancients may be considered
as consisting of fifteen syllables, <o melodiously dis-
posed, that, as cvery onc hnows who has examined
the poetical authors, very pleasing and sonorous ly-
rick measuics are formed fiom the fracments of the
heroich. Tt s, mdeed, scaice possible to bieah them
in such a manner but that iz anas etiam drsjectt mem-
bra poet@, some hamony will stll remam, and the
due proportions of <ound will alwavs he discovered.
Ths measme theiefore allowed great vamety of
pauses, and gicat hibertics of connccting one verse
with anothei, because wherever the line was inter-
rupted, cither pait singly was musical  But the an-
cients seem to have confined this puvileege to hexa-
metais, for mn then other measures, though longer
than the English heroick, those who wiote after the
refincments of veisification, venture so scldom to
change their pauscs, that cvery variation may be sup-
posed rather a compliance with neccessity than the
choice of judgment

MMalton was constramned within the nartow hmits of
& measuwe not very harmonious m the utmost perfec-
tion; the single paits, therefore, into which 1t was to
be, sometimes bioken by pauscs, were m danger of
losing the very form of veise. Thus has, perhaps,
notwithstandmg all bus care, sometimes happencd.

’ As
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As harmony 1s the end of poctical measures, no
part of a verse ought to be so sepuated from the
rest as not to remun stll more harmonous than
_prose, or to show, by the disposition of the tones,
that 1t s part of a verse  I'lis rule mn the old hexa-
meter might be easily obeerved, but w Enghsh will
very frequently be m danger of wviolaton, for the
order and regulanity of uccents cwnot well be per-
cerved m a successton of fewer than three syllables,
which will confine the Lnghsh poet to only five
pauses, 1t beng supposed, that when he connects
one line with another, he should never make a full
pause at less distance than that of three syllables from
the beginning or end of a verse

That tius rule should be universally and indispen-
sably estabhished, perbaps cannot be granted  some-
thing may be allowed to vanicty, and something to
the adaptation of the numbers to the subject, but
1t will be found generally necessary, and the car wall
seldom fail to suffer by its neglect

Thus when a smgle syllable 15 cut off from the
rest, it must esther be umted to the lme with which
the sense connects 1t, or be sounded alone  If 1t be
united to the other line, 1t corrupts its harmony
1f disjoned, 1t must stand alone, and with regard to
musick be superfluous, for there 1s no harmony 1
asimgle sound, because 1t has no proportion to an
other

Hypocrites austerely talk
iDefaming as mpure what God declares
Fure, and commands w tome, leaves fres to all
1 i

1

! T3 When
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When two syllables hhewisc aie abscinded {from
the 1est, they evidently want some associate sounds
to make them harmonious. -

Ejyes-

—more wakeful than to drowee,
Charm’d with Aicadian pipe, the past’ial reed
Of Iermcs, or hus oprate rod  Jieanulule
To re-salute the woild with sacied hight
Leucothea wak'd

1

ITc ended, and the Son gave signal Ingh
To the bright mimster that watclid e blew
1lis trumpet.

Tustm the east hus glorious lnmp was seen,
. Regent of day, and all th’ horizon round
Invested with bright rays, jocund to run
Iis longitude through heav'n's high road, the gray
Dawn, and the Pleiades, befare hum dand’d,
« Shedding sweet mfluence

4

The same defect 15 percened m the following
line, where the pause 1s at the second syllable fiomn
. the begmnmg,

The race
Of that wild rout that tore the 7ksacian bard
In Rhodope, where woods and rochs had eais
To rapture, 'till the savage clamour diown’d
Both harp and voice, nor could the Muse defend ’
Henson  So fail not thou, who thee implores,

When the pause falls upon the third syllable or
the seventh, the haimony 1s better preserved , but as
the thiid and seventh are weak syllables, the peiiod

leaves
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i
Jeaves the crr unsat fied, and m expectation of the
temaming part of the verse

He wath lus homd erew
Lay vanquishd rolling in the fiery gulph
Confounded thongh 1mtmortal  But Ins doom
Resers d lum tomore wrath  for now the thought
Both of lost happiness and lasting, pam
Torments him

God ——with frequent intercourse
*Thither will send his win_ed mes engers
Onerrands of supemal grice  Sosung
The glorious tram ascendiny,

It may be, T thiok, established as 2 rule, that a
pause which concludes a period should be made for
the most part upon a strong syllable, as the fourth
and sixth, but those pauses which only suspend the
sense may be pliced uponthe weaker  Thus the rest
m the third line of the first passage satisfies the car
better than in the fourth, and the close of the second
quotation better than of the third

The evil soon
Drawnback redounded (as 2 flood) on those
Irom whom 1t sprung 1mpos thle to fui
Wtk blessedness

~—— What we by day
Lop overgrown or prune or prop or bind
One night or two with v auton growth dendes,
Tending to 1ild

The paths and bow rs doubt not but our yoint hands

Willl cep from wilderness with ease as wide
As we need walk il younger hands ere long '

. Asstst us
I4 The
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The 1est in the fifth place has the same mconveni-
ence as m the scyenth and third, that the syllable 1s
weak,

Beast now with beast ’gan war, and fowl with fowl,
And f}sh with fish, to graze the herb illleaving,
Devour'd each other  Nor stood much mnawe

Of man, but fled Aun, or with countenance grim,
Glar'd on him passing.

The noblest and most majestic pauses which our
veisification admits, are upon the fourth and sixth
syllables, which are both stiongly sounded 1n a pure
and 1egulay verse, and at either of which the hne
is so dwided, that both members participate of
harmony.

But now at last the sacred influence
Of hight appears, and from the walls of hew’n
Shoots fir mnto the bosom of dim might
A ghimmering dawn  here nature fiist begins
Her farthest verge, and chaos to retire

But far above all others, if I can give any cre-
dit to my own ear, 1s the rest upon the sinth syl-
lable, which, takmg in a complcte compass of sound,
such as is sufficient to constitute one of our lyiick
measures, makes a full and solemn close. Some
passages which conclude at this stop, I could never
read without some strong emotions of dehght or ad-
milation, '

~

Before the hulls appear’d, or fountain flow’d,
Thou with the eternal wisdom didst conveise,
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play
In presence of the Almighty Father, pleas’d
With thy celestial song,

Qr
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Or other worlds they seemd or happy 1sles
Like those Hesperian gardens famd of ol
Fortunate fields and groves and flowry vales
Thrice happy 1sles! But who dwelt happy there
He staud not to mqure

He blew
His trumpet heard in Oreb since perhaps
‘When Gov descended and perhaps once more
To sound at general doom

If the poetry of Milton be exammed with regard
to the pwuses and flow of his verses mto each other,
1t will appear, that he has performed all that our lan~
guage would admit, and the compuison of his num-
bers with those who have cultivated the same manner
of writing, wiil show that he excelled as much m the
lover as the higher parts of his art, and that lus shill
m harmony was not less than his mnvention or his
learning
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Nouz. g1. Tunspar, Janwwary 29. 1751.

Dalets mnpmm cultura polmm anm,
1
Lrpertus metut, Hox

To comt the great ones, and to sooth their pride,
Seems a sweet tash to those that never tred,
But those that have, know well that dunger’s near CrrecH.

1 1

'-EL“ HE Sciexces having long scen their votarics
Jlabow'mg for the benchit of mankind without
reward, put up therr petition to Jumier for a moie
equitable distnbution of miches and honours  Jupeter
was moved at thewr complaints, and tonched with the
approaching miseiies of men, whom the SCILNCES,
wearied with perpetual ingiatitude, were now threat-
ening to forsahe, and who would have been reduced
by their departure to feed mm dens upon the mast
of tices, to hunt their prey m deseits, and to peish
under the paws of animals stonger and fieicer than
themselves

A synod of the cclestials was thercfoie convened,
mm which 1t was resolved, that PaTrovaer should
descend to the assistance of the Scicycrs. PATron-
AGE was the daughter of AsTrra, by a moital father,
and had been educated m the school of Truri, by
the Goddesses, whom she was now appomted to pro-
tect  She had fiom her mother that digmty of
aspect, which struck teriour mto false ment, and fiom
her nustress that 1eseive, which made her only acces=
mb]e) to those whom the Screxcrs biought into her
prescnce,

She
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She came down, with the gencral acclumation of
all the powers that favowm letrmng  llopr danced
beforc her and LinErarrry stood at ber side, ready
to scatter by her direction the gits which lorTuNE,
who followed her, was commanded to supply As
she advanced towards Parnassus the cloud winch Ind
long hung over it was unmediately dispelled  The
shades, before withered with drought spread ther
orgmal verdure, nd the flowers 'that had Innguished
with chilness brightened their colours, and mvigorated
their scents the Mu es tuned their harps nd exerted
then voices, and all the concert of nature welcomed
her arrnval

On Pai nassus she fixed her residence m a palce
raised by the Sciences, and *adorned with whitever
could delight the eye elesate the imagmation, or
enlarge the understanding  Here she dipeised the
gifts of TortuNE with the imprtiality of JusTick,
and the discernment of Trut#  Her gate stood al-
wiys open and Horr sat at the portal, inviting to
entrarice all whom the SciencEs numbered' n thelr
tram The court was therefore thronged with mnu
merable multitudes, of whom, though many returned
disappornted, scldom any had confidence to complan,
for PA1ronAGE was hnown to neglect few, but for
want of the due claims to her regard | Thase, there
fore, who had solicited her favour without success,
generally withdrew from pubhiek notice, jand , ether
diverted their attention to meaner employments,, ér
endeavoured to supply théir deficiencies by closer
apphication [T U I T

In tune, honever, the number of those who had
mlscamed m therr pretensions grew so great, . that

they
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they became less ashamed of their repulses, and, m-
stead of ldmg therr disgrace 1n retuement, began
to besiego the gates of the palace, and obstruct the
entrance of such as they thought likely to be more
caressed The decisions of PATRONAGE, who was
but half a Goddess, had been sometimcs erroneous ;
and though she always made haste to rectify her
mistakes, a few mstances of her fallibibty encouraged
cvery one to appeal from her judgment to lus own
and that of lus companions, who are always ready to
clamour 1n the common cause, and elate cach other
with reciprocal applause

Hore was a steady friend to the disappomted, and
ImpupcNcE incited them to accept a second invita-
tion, and lay their clam again before PaTroNAGE
They were agan, for the most part, sent back with
ignominy, but found Hore not alienated, and In-
PUDENCE more resolutely zealous, they therefore
contrived new expedients, and hoped at last to pre-
vail by their multitudes, which were always increas-
ing, and thewr perseverance, which Horr and Impu-
pENCE forbad them to relax.

PaTroNAGE having been long a stranger to. the
heavenly assemblies, began to degenerate towards
terrestrial nature, and forget the precepts of JustIice
and TruTn. Instead of confimng her friendship to
the SciENcES, she suffered herself, by hittle and httle,
to contract an acquaintance with Pripz the son of
Farsernoop, by whose embraces she had two daugh-
ters, Frarrery and Caprice. FrarTrory was
nursed by Liserarity, and Carrice by For-
\»‘I‘UNE, without any assistance from the lessons of the
SCIENCES, x

PATRONAGE
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PaTROVAGE began openly to'adopt the senfiments
and unitate the manners of her husband, by who<e
opmions she now directed her decistons with very
Iittle heed to the precepts of Trurn, and as her
daugliters contnually gawmed upon her aflections,
the Scrences lost their mfluence, till none found
much reason to boast of therr reception, but those
whom Caprice or I'taTreny conducted to her
throne

The throngs who had so long waited, and so often
been distmssed for want of recommendation fiom the
Scronces were delighted to see the power of thuse
rigorous Goddesses tending to 1ts extinction  Their
patronesses now renewed ther cncouragements
Horx smiled at the approach of Carrice, and Inz-
PUDENCE was always at hand to introduce her chients
to TLATTERY

PatronacE had now learned to procure herself
reverence by ceremonies and formahties, and, mstead
of admiting her petitioners to an immedate: audt
ence, ordered the antichamber to be erected, called
among mortals the' ufll of Lapectation  Into'tius
hall the entrance was easy to those whom InPUDENCE
bad consigned to I'tATTERY, and it was therefore
cronded with a promscuous throng assembled from
every comner of the earth, pressg forward with the
utmost eagerness of desire, and agitated with all the
anxieties of competition !

They entered this general receptacle with ardaur
and alacrity and made no doubt of speedy access,
under the conduct of FLATTERY, to the presence of
Parrovace But 1t generally happened that théy
were here left to thew destiny, for tlte-mner doors

were
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«weie sommutted to Carnicr, who opened and shut
them, as it seemed, by chance, and 1ejected o1 ad-
mtted without any ‘scttled 1ule of distinction  In
the mecan tune, the musciable attendants were left to
wear out thair ives m alteinate exultation and dejee-
tion, dchivered up to the sport of Suseicion, who
was always whispenng mto then car designs agamnst
them which wae never formed, and of Lsvy, who
cdibigently pomted out the gooll fortune of one o
other of then competitors  Ixr vy flew round the
hall, and scattered mnldews fiom her wings, with
which every one was stuned, Ripvratiov tollowed
her with slower fhebt, and endeavomed to hude the
blemishes with pamt, wlich was innnediately brushed
away, ol <cparated of teelf, and left the stans more
visible, nor weie the spots of INrFamy over effaced,
Jbut with Iimpid water eftused by the hand of Trur
fiom a well which sprung up beneath the thione of

‘TRU T
. It hicquently happened  that Scinver, unwilling to
losec the anaent prerogatne of 1ecommending  to
ParroNacr, would lead her followers mto the fadl
of Liapectation, but they were <oon discomaged fiom
attending, for not only Exvy and Susricion m-
cessantly  tovmented them, but IntrupLacr  consi-
dered them as wtruders, and mated Intavy to
blacken them. 'They theiefore quiekly ictned, but
seldom without some spots which they could scaicely
wash away, and which showed that they had once

waited m the JHall of Expectation

"The rest continued to evpect the happy moment
at which Caprice should beckon them to appioach ;
And endeavoured to propitiate her, not with Homerical
- haimony,
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harmonm, the representation of grent nctions, or the
reatal of noble sentunent., but wath soft and volup
tuous melody, mtermmgled with the pruses of Ps-
1o a6r unl Pripr, by whom they were heard at
once with plea ure and contempt

Some were mdeed admatted by Caprice, when
they len t aapeeted ity and heaped by Patnosson
wih the gits of Tor1UNF, but they were fiom that
tine chuned to her foot teol, nd condumned to re-
gulate thar hives by har ghnces and her nods  they
eemed proud of thar manicles, and sekdom com-
plancd of any drudgay  howeser servile, or any
affront, however contemptuous, vet they were ofien,
notwithstanduyr therr obsdience suzed on a sudden
by Carrice, dnested of their ornuncnts, and thrust
back tothe Jlall of Laipectution

{fere they mmgled oo with the tamult, and all,
except 2 few whour experince had trwght to seck
happiness mm the reglans of liberty, contmocd to
spend hours; and dvv wnd years, courting the sunle
of Carrice by tht arts of Tevtremy  till ot length
new erowds pressedsin tipon them and drove them
forth at difftrent ontlets into the habitations of Dis
risF, ad Suavir and Poveery and Disearn,
where they pu od the rest of thar Iives 1 maratives
of promn es and breaches of faith, of jovs and sor-
rows of hopes and di appontments

I'hie Sciznces, after a thousand indimtics, retired
from the palre of Parronacr, and, having long
wandered over the world m grief and distiess, were
led at last to the cottage of INp:PENDENCF, the
daughter of Tontirupe, where they were tanght
by Prupesceiand Pagsiyons fo support them
selves i digmty and quiet
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Nums. ge. SatTurpAY, February 2, 1751.

t

Jam nunc mnace murmatr e cornuum
Perstringas aw es, yam Litue st cpunt . Ilon.

Lo now the clarion’s voice I hear,

Its threat’ning murmurs plerce mine ear,

And n thy hines with brazen breath

The trumpet sounds the charge of death Fraxcis

T hasbeen long obseived, that the Idea of beauty
is vague and undefined, different m different minds,
and diversified by time or place It has been a
term hitherto used to sigmfy that which pleases us
we know not why, and i our appiobation of which
we can justify ourselves only by the concurrence of
numbers, without much power of cnforcing ow
opinion upon others by any aigument, but example
and authouty It 1s, indeed, so hittle subject to the
examinations of reason, that Pascal supposes it to
end whele demonstration begins, and mantains, that
without mcongruity and absurdity we cannot speak of
geometrical beauty
To tiace all the sources of that various pleasure
which we ascribe to the agency of beauty, or to dis-
entangle all the perceptions involved m 1its 1dea,
would,” perhaps, require a very great pait of the life
of Arwstotle or Plato. 1t 1s, however, i many cases,
~-apparent that this quality 15 merely relative and
compaiative, that we pronounce thmgs beautiful
because they have -something iwhich-we agiee, for
12 Yoot 3 e whats
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whatever reason, to call beauty m a greater degree
than we have been' accustomed to find 1t in othex
things of the same hind, and that we transfer the ept-
thet 1> our hnowledge mereases, and approprate it
to lugher cxcellence when higher exccllence comes
within our view

Much ot the betuty of writing 18 of this kind, and
therefore Borfeat Justly vemarks, that the books wlich
hve stood the test of time, and been admired through
4!l the changes which the mind of man has suffered
from the vaious revolutions of hnowledge, and the
prevalence of contrary customs, have a better clam
to our regud thin any modern can boast, because the
long continuance of their reputation proves thit they
awe adequate to our faculties, gnd agreeable to
nature
% It 15, howewver, the task of cnticisin to establish
principles, to improve opion nto hnowledge, and
to distinwish those mecans of pleasing winch depend
upon known causes ind rational deductien, from the
sameless and mevpheable clegweies which appeal
wholly to the fancy, from which we feel debight, but
Inow not how they produce 1t, and which m1y well
be termed the enchanticsse of the soul  Cuticism
reduces those regtons of lterature under the domn-
nion of scienee, which have itherto hnown only the
anarchy of 1gnormce the caprices of fancy, nd the
tyranny of presctiption

There 15 nothmg in the art of versifying so much
exposed to the power of imagmation as the accom
modation of the sound to the sense, or the representa
tion of particulir 1images, by the flow of the verse

VoL V h . m
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in which they are expressed  Ivery student has mnu-
meiable passages, m winch he, and perhaps he alone,
discovets such 1esemblances, and smce the attention
of the present 1ace of poctical 1caders scems partici-
laily tuned upon this speuies of clegance, I shall en-
dcavow to caammne how much these conformitics
have been obseived by the pocts, on duccted by the
ccriticks, how far they can be estabhshied upon nature
and 1ceason, and on what occasions they have been
practised by Adilton

Homer, the father of all poctical beauty, has been
particulaily celebiated by Dionysius of Taliwar nassus,
as he that, of all the pocts, cihulnted the greatest va-
ety of sound, for there we, sayshe, smumerable
passages, w which length of tone, bulk of body, e1trc-
mty of pusston, and stillness of 1 cpose, or, m whuch, on
the contiary, brevity, speed, and cagerness, are cue-
dently marhed out by the sound of the syllables.  Thus
the angwish and slow pace wth which the blind Poly-
pheme groped out with Jus hands the entrance of s

cave, are percerved i the cadence of the verses which
describe i

[ 1 \
Kordol & soraxwr e ved d8hvar 880me,
\
Xwgt \1;7)7\0@507

Meantime the cyclop raging with us wound,
Spreads his wide arms, and searches round and round.

DPore.

The critick then proceeds to show, that the effoits
of Achulles strugghng 1 lus atmow agamst the current
of a river, sometimes 1esisting and somctimes yield-
ing, may be perceived mn the elisions of the syllables,

the

’



N o2 THL R AMBLLR 131

the slow succession of the feet, and the strength of the
consonauts

A r0r 3 app Aydaa xexopr s cate xlpa
Q%6 4 oa Todly ¢ O ¥ eedoon
Ez 1 v Fasla

So oft the surge 1 wat ry mountams spread,

Beats on Ius bach or bursts upon lus head

Yet dauntless sull the adverse flood he braves,

And sull indignant bounds above the waves

Tird by the tides his knees relax with toil

Washd from beneath tum shdes the sluny soil Porr

When Homer desenibes the crush of men dashed
agunst a roch, he collects the most unpleasing and
harsh sounds

Iv e dwpdglac or ox Mxzgworly i
Kol xd g pares xapadop i diyaar

Iiss bloody hand
Snatehd two unhappy ! of my martial band
And dashd like dogs agninst the stony floor
The pavement swims with brazns and mungled gore
Porx

And when he would place before the eyes something
dreadful and astomshing  he males chowce of the
strongest vowncls, and the Ietters of most difficult ut-
terance

Ta® = u Tepyw Brcvghms srrparle
Aul doxopnn gl d AduS 0O m
‘

‘Tremendous Gorgon frownd upon 1ts field,
And circling terrors filld th expressive shield Pore

2 Many
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Many other examples Diwonysues produces;  but
these will sufficiently show, that cither he was fanu-
ful, or we have lost the genume pronunciation, for I
know not whether, m any one of these mstances, such
simlitude can be diseovered It scems, mdeed, pro- -
bable, that the wvencration with wluch Jlomer was
read, produced many suppostitious beautics: for
though it 1s certam, that the sound of many of Ins
veises very justly corresponds with the things ex-
pressed, yet, when the force of s imagination, which
gave him full possession of every object, 15 considared,
together with the flemibihty of Ius langnage, ot which
the syllables nnght be often ¢ortiacted o dilated at
pleasure, 1t wil seem unlihcly that such confor-
mity should happen less hequently even withoat
design

It 15 not however to be doubted, that Pu g, who
wiote amudst the hight of ciiticism, and who owed so
much of lis success to ait and labour, endeasouied,
among, other excellencics, to exlibit this similhitude;
nor “has he been less happy in this than m the other
graces of veisification  This fehaty of lis nummbers |
was, at the 1evival of leainmg, displayed with gieat,
elegance by Vida, m Ins A1t of Poetry

Haud satis est llis utcunque dandere 1ersum ——
Omma scd numers 2ocum concor dibus aplant,
Atque sono quacunque canunt umtantur, § apla
Verborum facie, & quasito carmuns o1
Nam dversa opus est wclute dare xersibus 01 ay——
Hre mehior moluque pedum, & permeibus alis,

; Bolle vuam tacito lapsk per levia 1adet
Hle autem membris ac mole 1gnavius ngens

\ Ille‘dl'f,
e
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Incedit, tardo molimne subsidendo
Lecee aliqus subit egremo pulcherrimus ore
Cur Letum membris 1 enus ormlus afflat honoresr
Contra alus rudis wiformes ostendit & artus
FHirsutumque supercilium e cavdam swuosam,
In ratus vssu somiu tlatabilis 1psg ——
Frgo ubs yam naute spumas salis are ruentes
Incubuere marr tideas spumare reduclis
Convulsum rems rostrisque stridentibus aquor
dunc longe sale saxa sonant tunc § freta ventis
Inciprunt agitata tumescere  littore fiuctus
Jlldunt rauco atque refracta remurmurat unda
Ad scopulos, cumulo tneequitur praruptus aque mons —
Cum verver altospeculatus earvla Nercus
Lennut inmorem stagns placidieque paludes
Lalitur uncta vadisabies natat uncla carmna
¥ erlas etiam res exiguas angusta sequuntur,
In entesque guvant wngentia  cuncta gigantem
1 asta decent tultus vmnanes pectora lata
1 ¢ magns membrorum artus magna ossa lacertigue
Atque adeo siquid gerstur molimine magno
Adde morart § pariter tecum quoque verba laborent
Segma seu quando 11 multa gleba coactes
JLternum frangenda bidentibus aquore seu cum
Corana velatarum ol certimus antennarum
At mora s fuerit dawno properare jubebe
St s forle cava extulerst malaviperaterre
Lolle moras cape saxa manu cape robora pastor
Terte cats flammas, date tela, repellite pestem
Ipse etiars versus ruat an pracepsque feratur
Jmmenso tum § recipilans rurt Occano nor
Aut cum perculsus graviter procumbit kum bos
Cumque etiam requies vebus dutur tpsa quoque ultro
Carmina panbsper cursu cess ne xidebis
In medio wterrupta  quicrunt cura freta ponts
Postquam aure posvere quiescer & solinus spsum
Cernere erst, medusque ncaplis sistere versun

hs Quid



136 THE RAMBLER. N° ga.

The raging youth on trembling Ihon falls,

Burns her strong gates, and sh ikes her lofty walls,
Provokes his flying courser to the speed,

In full caieer to charge the wailike steed

IIe piles the field with mountains of the slan,

1le pours, he storms, he thundeis thio’ the plam  Prir

From the ltalian gardens Pope seems to have trans-
planted this flower, the growth of happier chinates,
into a soil less adapted to 1ts natuie, and less favour-

~ able to 1tsncrease.

Soft 1s the stram, when Zcplzj); gently blows,

And the smooth stream m smoother numbers {lows ,
But when loud billows lash the sounding shore,

The hoaise rough verse should lihe the toirent roat

When Ajar strives some roch’s vast weight to throw,
The line too labours, and the words move sloyw ,

Not so when swift Camzlla scours the plam,

Flies o’er th’ unbending corn, and shims along the main

Tiom these lmes, laboured with great attention,
and celebrated by a 1wval wit, may be judged what
can be expected fiom the most diligent endeavours
after this 1magery of sound The veise mtended to
represent the whisper of the veinal biecze, must be
confessed not much to exccl 1 softness a1 volubi~
lity: and the smooth sheam 1uns with a perpetual
clash of jaring consonants, The noise and tuibu-
lence of the toirent 15, mdeed, distinctly imaged,
for 1t requues very little shill to make our language
1ough. but m these hnes, which mention the effoit
of 4jax, there is no particular heaviness, obstruc-
tion, or delay. The swiftness of Camuifla 1s rather

contrasted
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contrasted than exemphfied, why the verse should
be lengthened to express speed, will not exsily be dis
covered  In the dactyls used for that purpose by the
aucients, two short syllables were pronounced with
such rapidity, 7s to be cqual only to one long, thes,
therefore, naturlly exlubit the act of passing through
- long spice s a short tme  But the Al randrune,
by 1ts pausc 1 the miudst, 15 a tardy and stately mea
sure, and the word unbending, one of the most slug
gch and slow which our language afloids, C'umbt
much accelerdte 1ts motion A
These rules and these examples have taught our
present cnticks to mquire very stuchously and nu !
nutely into sounds and cadeneds It 15, therefore,
weful to exmmne with what shill they have pro-
cecded, what discoscues they have made, and whe
ther any rules can be estabhished which may g "mde us
hercaﬁer 1 such 1esearchies o !

yuoon { i
ST
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transiit the geneial sufliage of manlnd whea they
have no paiticular motives Lo suppiess it

Chitichs, hihe the 1est of manhmd, are vay fre-
quently misled by mterest  ‘The bigotry with which
editors 1cgud the authors whom they illusticie or
coneet, has been generally remahed  Diydin was
koown to have witten most of his cittical disserta-
tions only to 1ccommend the worh npon winch he
then lappened to be employed, and Jddron 15 sus-
peeted to have demied the expedienty of poctical jus-
tice, because lus own Cato was condemued to pensh
in a good cause

Theic ae prgjudices which authois, not otherwise
weah or conupt, have mdulged without scruple;
and perhaps ceme of them ae <o complicated with
our natural affections, that they cannot casily be disen-
tangled from the heart.  Scaice any can hear with
impaitiality a companson between the witers of lus
own and another countty, and though it cannot, T
think, he chaiged equally on all natious, that they are
bhinded with this Iterary patriotism, yet there aie
none that do not look upon then authois with the
fondness of afimty, and estcem them as well for the
place of then birth, as for then hnowledge o1 their
wit  Theie 1, thercfore, seldom much respect due
to compaiative citiasm, when the competitors are
of different countrics, uhless the judge 1s of a nation
equally mdiffesent to both. The Lialians could not
for a long tme beheve, that there was any learning
beyond the mountains; and the Fyench seem genc-
rally persuaded, that there arc no wils o1 1easoners
equal {o then own T can scaicely concewve that if
«Scabiger had not considored hunselt as allied to P27

gzl,
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Zil, by bemng born m the syme country he would
hue tound s works so much supetiour to those of
Iomer, o1 have thought the contioversy worthy of so
much zeal, vehemence and acinony

There 15, mdeed, one prgudice, and only one, by
which 1t mny be doubted whether 1tis any dishonour
to be sometines m gurded  Critetsm has so often
gnen ocersion to the envious and 1M natured of gra-
tfymg then mihemty, that some hue thou_ht it
necessary to recommer d the vintue of candour wath-
out restriction, nd to meclude all futwe hberty of
censtie  Writers possessed wath ths opmion arc
continually enforang crvility and decerr s, recom-
mendmg to cntichs the proper diffidence of thom
selves, and mculciting the veneration due to ccle-
brated names

I am not of opinion that these professed eneniies
of anogance and severity have much more beneso-
lence or modesty thn the rest of mankmd  or that
they feelin ther own heuts, any other mtentron
than to distinuish themsclses by their softness and
ddicacy  dome are modest becise they are tmio
1ous, and some are Jwish of pruse beeause they hope
to be repaul

Fhere 15 mdeed <ome teaderness due to hung
writers, when they attack none of those truths whicl
are of nnportance to the happuess of mankind, and
have committed no other offence than that of be-
traying ther own ignornce o1 dulness I should
thunk 1t cruelty to ctush an msect who had provohed
me only by buzang m my car, and would not wuil
ingly mterrupt the dream of harmless stupdity, o
destroy the jest winch makes 1ts author laugh  Yet

Iam
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I am far fiom thmhing this tenderness universally
necessaty, for he that wiites may be considered ag
a kind of gencral challenger, whom cvery one has
a right to attack, smce he quits the common rank
of life, steps forward beyond the hsts, and offers his
menit to the publick judgment To commence au-
thor 15 to claim praise, and no man can justly aspire
to honow, but at the hazard of disgrace.

But whatever be decuded conceimng contempo-
raiies, whom he that knows the tieachery of the hu-
man heait, and considers how oftcn we gratfy owm
own pude or envy under the appearance of contend-
ing for elegance and piopuety, will find himself not
much mnchined to disturb, there can surely be no ex-
emptions pleaded to secure them fiom cuticism, who
can no longer suffer by reproach, and of whom no-
thing now remamns but their wirtings and their names.
Upon thesc authors the witick is undoubtedly at full
hberty to exercise the stuctest seventy, smce he en-
dangers only his own fame, and, like Aneas when
he diew his sword mn the nfernal 1egions, encoun-
ters phantoms which cannot be wounded He may
indeed pay some iegard to cstablished reputation;
but he can by that show of revcience consult only
his own secunty, for all other motives aie now at an
end )

The faults of a wuter of acknowledged excellence
are mote dangeious, because the wfluence of his ex-
ample is more extensive, and the mterest of learn-
ing requnes that they should be discovered and stig-
matized, before they have the sanction of antiquity
conferred upon them, and become precedents of in-
disputable authonity. .

It
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It has, wdeed, been advanced by Addison, as one
of the characteristichs of a true critich, that he pomts
out beauties rather than faults  But it s rather na
tural to a man of learning and gens to apply
humself cluefly to the study of wrters who have
more beauties than fwlts to be displaved  for the
duty of criicism 1s neither to deprecrate, nor dig
mify by partial representations, but to hold out the
hght of reason, whatever it may discover, and to
promulgate the deternunations of tiuth, whatever
she shall dictate

t

Nums 94 Sarvepay, Ihruary 9, 1751

Bonus atque fidus
Judex—per obstantes catercas
Erphcmt sua victor arma Hor

Perpetual magrstrate 1s he
Who keeps strict justrce full in sight
W ho buds the crowd at awful distance gaze
And virtue s arms victoriously displays Fravcm

r l‘H L 1esemblance of poetich numbers to the

subject which they mention or describe, may

be considered as general or particular, as consisting

m the flow and structure of o whole passage taken

together, or as comprised 1n the sound of some em-

phatical and descriptrve words, or m the cadence and
harmony of single verses

The general resemblance of the sound to the sen ¢

15 to be found n esery language which admts of

poetry,
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poctry, 1 every author whose force of fancy enables
him to 1mpress 1mages stiongly on Ins own mind, and
whosc choice and vailety of language readily sup-
ply him with just repiesentations  To such a writer
it 15 natural to change his measurc with his subject,
even without any cffoit of the understanding, or in-
taavention of the judgment. To 1evolve jollity and
mnth necessaily tunes the voice of a poet to gay
and sprightly notes, as it fiics s eye with vivacity ;
and 1cflection on gloomy situatiens and disastious
cvents, will sadden his numbeis, as it will cloud Ins
countenance  But 1n such passages theie 15 only
the similitude of pleasme to pleasure, and of gncf
to guef, without any inmedatc apphcation to pai-
ticular 1images. The same flow of joyous veisifica-
tion will celebiate the jolhty of marriage, and the
exultation of tuumph: and the same languor of
melody will suit the complaints of an absent lover,
as of a conqueied king

" It is scaiccly to be doubted, that on many occa-
sions we make the musick winch we imagme our-
selves to hecar, that we modulate the poem by our
own disposition, and asciibe to the numbers the ef-
fects of thc sense We may obseive m hife, that it
is not easy to deliver a pleasing message m an un-
pleasing manner, anc that we readily associate beauty
and deformuty with those whom for” any reason we
love or hate  Yct it would be-too daring to de-
clare that all the celchiated adaptation of haimony
are chimerical, that Homer had no estiaordmmary at-
tention to the melody of his verse when he descibed
a nuptial festiyit g ;

NopQas
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Neppas & Sadap ¢ da dur roAapr poavs,
Hyi 1y wrm asv o Mg S poao 23

t
Here sacred pomp and genal fea ¢ deli_bt,
And sol mn dance and hymeneal rite
Aleng the street the new made brides are led
With torches flaming to the nuptial bed
The yonthful dancers in a circle bound
1o the soft flute and cittern s silver sound Pore

that Pida was merely fanaful, when he supposed
Pugil cendewouring to represent by uncommon
sweetness of numbers the adventitious beauty of
Eneas

Os kumerosque Deo sumhs  namgue 1pse decoram
Cersariem nato gemtrir lumenque gurente
Purpureum, § lztos oculis affidrat honores

The Teojan chief appeard in open 1ght
Av_ust 10 visage and serenely bright
Hi mother goddess with hey hands divie
Had formd Ins curling locks and made his temples shine
And givn his rolling eyes a  parkling, grace
And breathd a youthful vigour on s face Dryprv

orthat Adlton did not wtend to etemphify the har-
mony which he mentions

Tountams? and ye that warble as ye flow
Melodious murmms ! warbling tune his praise

That Ailton understood the force of sounds well
ndjusted, and knew the compass and vanety of the
anclent measures, cannot be doubted, since he was
both & musician and a crstich, but he secms to have
considered these confornties of cadence, s either
not often attanable 1 our language, or as petty

VoL V L excel-
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excellencies unworthy of bt ambiion  {for 1t will
not be found that he has always assigned the same
cast,of numbeis to the cawe objects. e bas given
in two pactoqes vav nanute desaiptions of angelick
beauty, bui though the mnages arc nearly the same,
the numbais will be found upon compaiison very
chfferent

And now a stripling cherub he appeirs,

Not of the prime yet such as m hus face
Youth smi’d celcstiil, and to ev1y lunb
Suitable grace diffus dy so wdll he fugn'd ,
Under a coionet lus flow.ng hau

In curls on aather check play'd  wings he wore
Of many a colowr’d plume, sprinkled with gold

Some of the lmes of this deseription aie 1emarhably
dcfective 1 haimony, and thercioic by no means
correspondent with that symmetiical elegance and
easy grace which they aie mtended to exlibit The
farlme, howcver, 1 fully compensated by the 1e-
presentation of Raphacl, which cqually dehghts the
car and unagiation.

A seraph wing'd  six wings he wore to shade

Tlis lincaments divine, the par that elod

Each shoulder broad, came mantling o’er Ins breast
With regal oxnament  the muddle par

Girt like a starsy zone his waist, and round

Shuted lus lons™and thighs, with downy gold,

And colowss dipp’d m heav’n  the thud lus feet
Shadow’d fiom either heel with featl.er’d mail,
Shy-tmetur’d grain! Iike Jaa’s son he stood,

And shook lus plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fill'd
The cirenit wide. -

The
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The adumbration of particular and distinct 1mages
by an exact and perceptible resemblance of sound,
15 sometimes studied, and sometimes casual  Lsvery
language has many words foumed 1 imtation of
the noses which they simify  Such are S¢sidor
Balo, and Beatus, n Lati, and i I'nghsh to growl,
to buzz, to huss and to g Words of this hind
gne to o verse the proper sumiitude of sound, with
out much labour of the writer, and such happmess
18 therefore to be attetbuted rather to fortune than
shill, yet they are somctimes combined with great
propricty, and undemably contribute to enforce the
mpresston of the et We hear the prssing arrow
m thus lme of Vo i,

T't fu_it horrendum stridens elapsa st 1tta
Th impetuous a row winzzes on the wing Pore

and the crealiug of hell gates, 1n the description by
AMuton

Open fly
With inpetuous recoil and yarrin,, sound
Th wfernal doors and on their hin es grate
Harsh thunder

But many beauties of this hind, wlich the mo
derns, and perhaps the ancients, have observed, seem
to be the product of bhad 1cverence acting upen
fancy  Dionysies humsclf tells us, that the sound of
Homers vetscs sometimes exhibits the 1dea of corpo
real bulk 15 not this a discovery nearly approach~
g to that of the blind man, who, 1iter long mquiry
nto the nature of the scarlet colour, found that 1t

L2 represented
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1epresented nothing so much as the clangom of a
tiumpet * The repicsentative power of poetick har-
mony consists of sound and measuie, of the foice
of the syllables singly consideied, and of the time
i which they aie pronounced  Sound can 1esemble
nothing but sound, and tune can measuie nothing
but motion and duration

The cuticks, however, have stiuck out other
simbitudes, nor 1s thae any miegulaity of num-
beis which ciedulous admnation cannot discover to
be emmently beautiful  Thus the propuiety of each
of thesc lImes has been celebiated by witers whose
opion the woild has 1cason to regaid .

Vertatwr anterca calum, § 1wt oceano nov

Meantime the 1apid heav'ns 1owl’d down the light,
And on the shaded ocean 1ush’d the mght Drypry,

Stermitwr, cranumsque tremens procumbid hume bos

Down diops the beast, nor needs a second wound ,
But sprawls 1n pangs of death, and spurns the giound

Drybpry

Parturiunt montes, nasciwy 1:diculrrs mus
The mountams labour, and a mouse 1s born

RoscoaMox

If all these observations are just, there must be some
1emarkable conformuty between the sudden succes-
sion of night to day, the fall of an ox under a blow,
and the buth of a mouse fiom a mountamn , sice
we aie told of all these unages, that they are ver y

stiongly impressed l')y the same foim and termination
of the verse,

[ ! -

We
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We mny, however, without gning way to en-
thustasm, admit that some beautics of this kind mry
be produced A sudden stop at an unusual syllable
may mmage the cessation of action, or the piuse of
discourse, and Afilton has very happly nmtited the
repetitions of n echo

1 fled and cried out death
1lell trembled at the hideous nume and si,hd
Erom all her eaves and back resounded death

The measure of time m pronouncing may be
varied so as very stiongly to represent, not only the
modes of exterml motion, but the quick or slow
succession ot 1leas, wnd consequently the pssions of
the mmnd  Tlus at least was the power of the
spondudh  and  dactyheh barmony  but our lan
guage can 1each no emment dnasities of <ound
We cn mdecd sometimes, by encumbuin, and re
tarding the lme, <how the difliculty of a progress
made by strong efforts and with ficquent interrup
tions, or marh 1 slow and heavy motton  Thus AL
ton his umaged the toil of Swan strugghng through
chaos

So he with difficulty and Iibour hard
Moy d on with dificulty and labour he—

thus he has desersbed the leviathans o1 whiles,

Wallowin, unwieldy enormous in their gait

But he has at other tunes neglected <uch representa
tions, 15 may be obsersed m the volubility and le-
ity of these lincs, which expicss an action tardy and
reluctant

L3 De cent
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Descent and fall
To us 1s adverse. Who but felt of late
When the fie1ce foe hung on our brokeu rear
Tnsulting, and pwsu'd us thiough the decp,
With what confuston and laborious {hght
We sunk thus low? Th' ascent 15 casy then,

In another place, he descibes the gentle ghde of
ebbing waters m a lme remaikably 1ough and halt-
ing,

Tripping ebb, that stole

With soft foot tow'ids the deep who now had stopp’d
I11s sluices ;

It 15 not, wdeed, to be expected, that the sound
should always assist the meamng, but 1t ought never
to counteract 1t, and theicfore Afilton has heie
certamnly commifted a fault hke that of the player,
who looked on the carth when he imploed the hea-
vens, and to the heavens when he addiessed the earth

Those who we detcimined to find i Ailton an
assemblage of all the excellencies which have ennobled
all other poets, will perhaps be offended that I do
not celebiate his versification m hgher terms; for
theie are readers who discover that 1n this passage,

So stretel'd out huge n length the arch fiend lay,

a long form 1s described In a Jong line , but the truth
15, that length of body 1s only mentioned m a slhow
lme, to which 1t has only the resemblance of time
.to space, of an hour to a maypole ‘

The same turn of ingenwity might perform won-
deis upon the description of the ark

Then flom the mauntains hewing timber tall,
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk, \
Measw’d by cubit, length, and headth, and height

4 In
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In thesc Iines the poct apparently designs to fix the
attention upon bulk, but tns 15 effected by the enu
merttion, not by the meastre, for what analogy can
there be betneen modulations of sound, and corpo
real dunensions?

Aidton mdeed scems only to hawve regarded this
speaies of embellichment o far as not to reyect at
1vhen 1t came un ought, which would often hipp n
to a mind so vigorous, cmployed upon n subject so
various and cxtensne Il had, mdeed, a greater
and a nobler work to perform, 1 sm_le sentiment of
moral or religious tiath, a angle ima e ot hie or
nature, would have been cheaply lo t for a thousand
echoes of the cadence to the <en ¢, and he who had
undertaken to candicate the cays of God tom=n, m_ht
hue been accused of neglecting s cause, had he
Invished much of lus attention upon syllables and

sounds,

L4
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Nums. 95. Turspay, February 12, 1751.

Paicus Deorum cultor, & wfiequens,
Insanientis dum sapicnfic
Consultus ciro, nuncctrorsum
Vela dare, atque tcrare cursus
Cogor 1clictas Hor.

A fugitive from heav’n and prayer,
I mock’d at all rehigious fear,
Deep scienc’d 1n the mazy lore
Of mad philosophy, but now
Hoist sail, and back my voyage plow
To that blest harbour which I left before I'rancis

70 the RAMBLER.

S IR,

'E YHERE aie many diseases both of the body

and mind, which it 1s fa1 casier to pievent than
to cure, and theicforc I hope you will think me em-
ployed i an office not useless cither to learning or
vutue, if I describe the symptoms of an mtellectual
malady, which, though at fust 1t seizes only the pas-
sions, will, if not speedily 1emedied, mfect the reason,
and, fiom Dblasting the blossoms of knowledge, pro-
ceed 1n time to canker the root

I was born n the house of discord My parents
weie of unsuitable ages, contiary tcmpers, and dif-
ferent 1ehgions, and theiefore cmployed the spuit
and acuteness which nature had very liberally be-
stowed upon both, 1 hourly disputes, and mncessant

contivances
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contmances to detect each other m the wrong <o
that from the fir t excrtions of reaon I was bred a
disputant truned up w ull the ats of domestie’ <o-
phistry tnited m a thousand low stratagems, nt nble
<Infts and sly concealments  versed all the tumns
of altercation and acquamted with the whole disa
phine of fendmg and proving

It was nece sanly my care to presene the ind
ness of both the controvertist. and therefore I had
very carly formed the habit of <uspindmz iy judg
ment, of heanng arauments with mdifferenee 1
clmng as ocerston 1equired to cither sule  and of
holding my<elf undetermmed between them tll I knew
Jor what opiiion I nnght convemently declre

Ihus Sim, T acquued sery carly the shill of dis
putation, and s we paturally love the arts i s Iuch
we behiese ourselves to exeel, Idid not let my abili-
ves lie uscless, nor sufler my dertenity to be Jost
for want of practice ¥ engaged i perpetun] v rngles
with my <choo! fulows, and was never to be comvmeed
or repressed by anv other argumcents than blows, by
which my antagomsts commonly determined the con-
troversy, as I was hihke the Z2oman orator, much more
eminent for eloquence than courage

At the unnasity I found my predomnint amin
tion completely grauihed by the study of logih I m-
pressed upon my memory 1 thousawnd asioms, and 1en
thousand distinctions, privts ed every form of svllogism,
passed Ul my days n the schools of disputation, and
slept every m_ht with Smuglecous®, on my pillow

!t

* A Polish wniter whose ¢ Logick  was formerly beldin great
estimation 1 tlus country as ycll ¢5 on the contineat

You
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You will not doubt but such a gemus was soon
raised to emmence by such application T was cele-
brated m my thnd year for the most aitful opponent
that the unnersity could boast, and became the tei-
1om and envy of all the candidates for plilosophical
reputation.

My 1enown, indeed, was not purchascd but at the
prce of all my time and all my studies. I necver
spoke but to contiadict, nor declaimed but i de-
fonce of a position umveisally achnowledged to be
false, and therefore woithy, m my opmion, to be
adoined with all the colowms of false repiesentation,
and strengthened with all the ait of fallacious sub-
tilty.

My father, who had no other wish than to see Ins
son 11cher than lumself, casily concluded that I should
disinguish myself among the piofessors of the Jaw;
and therefore, when I had taken my fust degice,
despatched me to the Zemple with a paternal ad-
momtion, that I should never suffer myself to feel
shame, for nothing but modesty could retad my
fortune

Vitiated, ignorant, and heady as I was, I had
not yet lost my reverence for vntue, and therefore
could not recewve such dictates without horiour, but
however was pleased with lus determnation of my
comse of life, because he placed me n the way that
leads soonest from the prescribed walks of discipline
and education, to the open fields of hbeity and
cholce

1 was now in the place wheie every one catches
the contagion of vamity, and soon began to distin-
gush myself by soplusms and paiadoxes. I declared

war

<
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war agamst all recerved opinions and established 1ules
and levelled my bittertes particululy agunst those
unversal prmciples which had stood unshahen m all
the vicissitudes of hiterature, and are considered as the
mviolable temples of tiuth, or the impregnable bul-
warl s of science

T applied myself chiefly to those parts of learnmng
which have filled the world with doubt and perplesity,
and could readily produce all the mguments 1clating
to matter and motion, time and space, idenuty and
wfimty i

I was equally able and equally willing to mamtain
the svstem of Nefon or Duscar tes, and tavoured oc-
castonally the hypothesis of Prolmy or that of Coper-
mcus I sometimes exalted vegetables to sense, and
sometimes deeraded anmAls to mechamsm

Nor was I less mchned to weahen the credit of
Iustory or perplex the doctimes of polity I was
always of the party which I heard the company con-
demn

Among the zealots of liberty I could harangue with
great coplousness upon the advntages of absolute mo
narchy the seciecy of its counsels and the expeds
tion of 1ts measure., and often cclebrated the bless
mgs produced by the estincuon of parties, and pre
clusion of debates

Amony the asscrtors of regal authouty J never
falled to declasm with rcpubhican warmth upon the
onigimal charter of umversal hberty, the corruption
of courts, and the fol'y of voluntiry submission ta
those whom nature has levelled with ouiselves

I knew
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I knew the defects of every scheme of goveinment,
and the mcomemencies of evary law. I sometines
showed how much the condition of mankmd would
be mmproved, by bicakmyg the wold ato petty sove-
reigntics, and sometimes displaved the fehiaty and
pcace which umiveisal monaichy would drffuse over
the carth

To every achnowledged fact I found mnumerable
objections, for 1t was my 1ule, to judge of history
only by abshacted probability, and théicfoe I
made no sciuple of bidding defiance to testimony.
[ bave more than oncc questioned the esistence of
dlevander the Great, and having demonstiated the
folly of crecting edifices like the pyramuds of Laypi,
I frequently inted my suspicion that the woild had
been long deccived, and that they weie to be found
only 1 the narratives of travcllers.

Jt had been happy for me could I have confined
my sceptiasm to historical contioveisies, and phi-
losophical  disquisitions, but having now violated
my reason, and accustomed myself to mnqune not
after proofs, but objections, T had perplesed tiuth
with falsehood, till my ideas weie confused, my
judgment embairassed, and my intellects distorted.
The habit of consideimg cvery piroposition as ahke
uncertain, left me no test by which any tenet could
be tiied, every opmion picsented both eides with
equal evidenco, and my f{allacies began to operate
upon my own mmd 1 more impoitant Inquirles.
It was at last the spoit of my vanity to weaken the
obligations of moral duty, and efface the distinctions
of good and evil, till T had Jdeadened the sensc of

' canviction
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comviction, and abandoned my heart to the fluctua-
tions of uncertamty, without anchor and without
compass, without satisfaction of curtosity, or peace
of conscience, without prinuples of reason, or mo
fives of action

Such 15 the hazard of repressing the fist percep
tions of truth, of sprendmg for diveision the snaics
of _ophistry, and engaging reason agamst 1ts own de
termmations

The disproportions of absurdity giow less and less
visible, as we are reconciled by degieces to the defor-
mity of a misticss, and fusehood, by lony use, 15
assilated to the mind, as poison to the body

1 had soon the mortifiction of seemz my con-
versation courted only by the 1gnornt o wicked,
Dby ether boys who were enchanted by noselty, or
wretches, who having long disobeyed virtue and rea
son, weie now desirous of my assistance to dethrone
them

Thus alaimed, I shuddered at my own corrup
tion, and that pride by which I had been seduced,
contibuted to 1eclaim me I was wearv of con.
unuoal 1rresolution and a perpetual equipoise of the
mind, and ashamed of bemng the favounte of those
who were scorned and shunned by the rest of man-
Lnd

I therefore retwred from all temptation to dispute,
prescribed a new regimen to my understandmg
and resol sed, mstead of rejecting all established opt
nions which I could not piove, to tolerate though
not adopt all which I could not confute I forbme
to het my imagination with needless controverstes,
to discuss questions confessedly uncertam, and re

framed
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fiained steadily from gratifying my vamty by the sup-
poit of falschood .

By tlus method I am at length recovered from my
argumental dehirmun, and {imd myselt m the state of
onc awakencd fiom the confusion and tumult of a
fevensh dicam I 1¢joice m the new possession of
evidence and 1cality, and step on fiom tiuth to tiuth
with confidence and quict

I am, SIR, &c.
PERTINAX.

Nums. g6. Satvrpay, February 16, 1751.

Quod st Platonis musa personat verum,
Quod quisque duscat, immemor 1ccordatur . BoiTrs.

Thiuth m Plitomek minaments bedeclh’d
Inforc’d v.e love, unheeding 1ccollect

ET 15 reported of the LPervans, by an ancient
writer, that the sum of then education consisted
in teachmg youth o 1ide, to shoot with the bow, and
to speak truth
The bow and the hoisc were casily masteied, but
it would have been happy it we had been mfoimed
by what aits veiacity was culivated, and by what
preservatives a Persian mmnd was secured agamst the
temptations to falsehood.
There aie, indecd, n the present coiruption of
mankind, many mcitements to foisake truth, the
) need

\
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need of palliting ow own faults, and the convemence!
of nnpofing on the 1gnorwmce or credulity of others,
so frequently occur o mwmy immediate evils are
to be avoided and so many present gratthcations
obtamed, by craft and delusion that very few of those
who are much entngled m Iife, have spm and con
stancy sufficient to suppoit them m the steady prac-
tice of open veracity

In order that all men may be taught to speak
tiuth, 1t 1s necessary that all hkewse should learn to
hear 1t, for no species of falsehood 15 moie frequent
than flattery to which the coward 1s betrayed by
fear, the dependent by mterest, and the friend by
tenderness Those who are neither servile nor timo
rous, are yet desirous to bestow pleasure, and while
unjust demands of prase continue to be made, there
will always be some whom hope, fear, or hindness,
will dispose to pay them

The guilt of falsehood 15 very widely extended, and
many whom thur conscience can scarcely charge
with stooping to a le, have vitiated the morals of
pthers by their vamity, and patron.zed the vice which
they behieve themselves to abhor

Truth 15, ndeed, not often welcome for its own
sike, 1t 15 generally unpleasing becw e conhary to
our wishes and opposite to our practice, and s our
attention naturally follows our nterest, we hear un
willingly what we are afraid to hnow, and soon for
get what we have no mchination to mmpiess upon our
meinories

Tor this reason mAny arts of nstructton have been
anvented, by which the reluctance agunst truth may
be overcome, and as physich 15 gtven to children n

confections,
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confections, precepts have been Indden under a thou-
‘sand appealances, that mankind may be bnbed by
pleasure to escape destiuction

While the woild was yct in 1its infancy, Trurtn
came among morlals fiom above, and IFarsrioop
from below. Truth was the daughter of JuriTER
and Wisposr, I'arscnoop was the piogeny of
Torry mpiegnated by the wind  They advanced
with equal confidence to seize the donumon of the
new cieation, and, as then ecmmty and then force
were well known to the cclestials, all the eyes of
heaven weie tuincd upon the contest.

Trutn scemed consucus of supetiow power and
juster clamn, and theicloie came on toweimg and
majestick, unassisted and alone , Rrasox mdeed al-
ways attended her, but appeaied her follower, 1ather
than companion  Her maich was slow and stately,
but ber motion was peipetually progiessive, and when
once she had giounded her foot, neither gods nor
men could forcc her toretue

Farscuoop always endeavouted to copy the mien
and attitudes of Trutn, and was vary successful in
the aits of mmmchry  Sle was suiounded, am-
mated, and suppoited, by mumeiable legions of ap-
petites and passions, but like other feeble com-
mandets, was obliged often to ieceive law fiom her
alles. Iler motions weic sudden, micgulai, and
violent ; for she had no steadmess nor constancy.
She often gained conquests by hasty mcuisions, which
she never hoped to keep by her own stiength, but
mamtaincd by the help of the passions, whom she
generally found 1esolute and faithful.

It
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It sometimes happened that the antagomsts met
m full opposiion  In these encounters, FALsEnOOD
always mvested her head with clouds, and commnd-
ed Traup to place ambushes about her  In her left
nand she bore the shield of IsrpupEnce and the
quwver of SopmisTry rattled on her shoulda  All
the passions attended at her eall, Vaniry clapped
her wings before, and OBsTInACY supported her be-
hmd  Thus guarded and assisted, she sometimes nd-
vanced agamnst TruT, 1nd sometimes wouted the
attach, but always endewoured to slirmish at a
distance, perpetually shifted her ground, and let fly
her arrows m different directions, for she certainly
found that her strength faled, whencver the eye of
Truth darted full upon her

Trurn had the awful aspect though not the
thunder of her father, and when the long continu
ance of the contest biought them near to one an
other, TaLsEnoop let the arms of SopmisTry fall
from her grasp, and holding up the shield of Inrpu-
DEVCE with both her hands, sheltcred herself amongst
the passions

TruTH, though she was often wounded, alvays
recovered m a short tune, but 1t was common
for the shghtest hurt, recewed by I'ars:uoop, to
spread 1ts malignity to the neighbouring parts, and
to burst open agamn when 1t scemed to have been
cured h

Tarsenoop, n a short time, found by experience
that her superonty consisted only 1n the celenty of
her course, and the changes of her posture She
therefore ordered Susiicrov to beat the ground be-
fore her, and woided with great care to cross the

VoL V M way
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way of TruTH, who, as she never varied her point,
but moved constantly upon the same line, was easily
escaped by the oblique and desultory movements,
the quick retreats, and active doubles which I'aLsz-
Hoop always practised, when thc encmy began to
1a1se terrour by her approach.

By this procedure Farsemoop every hour en-
croached upon the world, and extended her empire
through all chimes and regions. Wherever she car-
ried her victories she left the Passtons m full au-
thority behind her; who weie so well pleased with
command, that they held out with great obstinacy
when TrUTH came to seize their posts, and never
failed to retard her progress, though they could not
always stop 1t: They yielded at last with great re-
luctance, fiequent 1allies, and sullen submission, and
always incled to revolt when Trutra ceased to ane
them by her immediate presence.

TrutH, who, when she fist descended from the
heavenly palaces, expected to have been received by
universal acclamation, cheiished with kindness, heard
with obedience, and nvited to spread her influence
from province to province, now found, that where-
ever she came, she must force her passage. ILvery
intellect was precluded by Presupick, and every
heait pieoccupied by passion  She indeed ad-
vanced, but she advanced slowly; and often lost
the conquests which she left behind her, by sudden
insuriections of the appetites, that shook off their
alleglance, and ranged themselves again under the
banner of her enemy.

TrurH, however, did not grow weaker by the
struggle, for her vigour was unconquerable ; yet she

18 was
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was provoked to see herself thus baffled and impeded
by an enemy, whom she looked on with contempt,
and who had no advantage but such as she owed to
inconstancy, weahness, and artifice  She therefore,
1 the anger of disappontment, called upon her fa-
ther JUPITER to ve establish her m the shies, and
leate manhind to the disorder and misery which they
deserved, by submitting willingly to the usurpation
of T'arLsruoon

JuriTER compassionated the world too much to
grant her request, yet was willing to ease her labours
and mitigate her vexation He commanded her to
consult the Muses by what methods she might ob-
tain an easier reception, and reign without the toil of
wmcessant war It was then discovered, that she ob-
structed her own progress by the severity of her aspect,
and the solemnity of her dictates, and that men
would never willingly admit her, till they ceased to
fear her, since, by gwing themselves up to Tarse-
HooD, they seldom made any sacrifice of their ease or
pleasure, because she took the shape that was most en-
gaging, and always suffered herself to be dressed and
pamted by DEsirz The Muses wove, m the loom
of Pallas, a loose and changeable robe, like that in
which T'arstncop captivated her admirers, with
this they mvested TruTn, and named her Frerron
She now went out agam to conquer with more suc-
cess for when she demanded entrance of the Pas-
stows, they often mistooh her for TarsEnoop, and
delwvered up their charge but when she had once
taken possession, she was soon disrobed by Reasow,
and shone out, mn her origmal form, with natne ef-
fulgence and resistless digmity

M2
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Nuwms. 7. Turspay, February 19, 1751.

T'ecunda culpe sccula nuptias
Primum mquinacae, & gonus, § domos,
Ioc fonte derriata clades
In patriam populumgue fluvit. Hor.

Truitful of cumes, tmis age first stan'd

Their hapless oftspring, and profan’d

The nuptiadl bed, from whence the woes,

Which vanous and unnumber’d 1ose

Trom this polluted fountain head,

O'er Rome and ¢’er the nations spread Travers.

v ﬁ‘ H E reader 1s mdebted for this day’s entertam-

ment to an author fiom whom the age has 1c-
cewved greater favours, who has enlaiged the hnow-
ledge of human natwe, and taught the passions to
movce at the command of vitue,

To the RAMBILER.
SIR,

HEN the SpecraTor was first published in
single papers, 1t gave me so much pleaswe,
that 1t 15 one of the favourtle amuscments of my age
to 1ecollect 1t, and when I 1eflect on the foibles of
those times, as descutbed 1n that uscful work, and
compaic them with the vices now 1eigning among
us, I cannot but wish that you would oftenc: take
cogmzance of the manncis of the better half of the
human species, that if yow piccepts and obscrvations

be

)



N 97 THE RAMBLER 165

be carned down to postenity, the StzcTaToRs may
show to the msing generation what were the fashon-
able follies of therr grandmothers, the R 1wsLER of
therr mothers and that from both they mny draw m-~
straction and warning

When I read those SpecraTtonrs wlich took no-
tice of the misbehaviour of young women at church,
by which they vamly hope to attract adunrers, I used
to pronounce such fornard young women SLEKERS,
m order to distinguish them by a mark of nfamy
from those who had patience and decency to stay till
they were sought

But T have lined to see such a change i the man
ners of women, thit I would now be willing to con
pound with them for that name althougzh I then
thought 1t disgraceful enough 1f they would deseive
no worse, smce now they are too generally given up
to negligence of domestich business, to 1dle amuse-
ments and to wicked rachets, without any settled
view at all but of squandering trme

In the tune of the Srrcraror, excepting some-
times 1n appearance m the ring sometimes at a good
and chosen play, sometimes on 4 vi1 1t at the house of
a grave relation, the young lidies contented them-
selves to be found employed in domestick duties  for
then routs, drums, balls, assemblies, and such like
markets for women, were not known

Modesty and diffidence, gentleness and rheekness,
were looked upon as the approprate virtues and cha-
ractenistich graces of the sex  And 1f a forward spint
pushed 1itself mto notice, 1t was exposed m punt as 1t
deserved

M3 The
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The churches were almost the only places wheie
single women were to be scen by strangers  Men
went thither enpecting to sec them, and perthaps too
much for that only pu pose. ’

But some good often 1esulted, however improper
might be their motives. DBoth seves weic in the way
of their duty. The man must be abandoned, indeed,
who loves not goodness n another; nor were the
young fellows of that age so wholly lost to a sense of
right, as pride and conceit have since made them
affect to be When therefoic they saw a fan-one
whose decent behaviow and cheeiful piety showed
her earnest 1n her fist duties, they had the less doubt,
judging politically only, that she would have a con-
scientious 1egard to her second.

With what aidour have I scen watched for, the
rismg ‘of a hneeling beauty, and what additional
chains has devotion given to her 1ccommunicated
featuics'! ‘

The men were often the better for what they heard.
Even a Saul was once found prophesying among the
prophets whom he had set out to destroy. To a man
thus put into good humour by a pleasing object, 1c-
higrion 1tself looked moie ammable  The srox sEEKLRs
of the SpEcTATOR’s time Joved the holy place for the
object’s sake, and loved the object for her suitable
behaviour m 1t.

Reverence mingled with their love, and they
thought that a young lady of such good principles
must be addressed only by the man who at least made

2 siow of good principles, whether hus heart was yet
squite right or not,

Nor
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Nor did the young Indys behaviour, at any tine
of the service, lessen this reverence  Her eyes were
her own, her ears the preachers Women are al
ways most observed when they secin themselves least
to observe, or to lay out for observation The eye
of a respectful lover loves rather to recerve confi-
dence from the withdrawn eye of the fair one, than
to find 1tself obliged to retreat

When a young gentlemans affection was thus
laudably engaged, he pursued 1t natural dictates,
Leeping then was 2 rare, at least a secret and scan-
dalous vice, nd a wife was the summit of his
wishes Rejection was now dreaded, and pre-
engagement apprehended A woman whom he loved,
he was ready to thinh must be admired by all the
world His fears, lus uncertamties, mcreased lus
love

Every mquiry he made imto the ladys domestich
excellence, wlhich, when a wife 1s to be chosen,
will surely not be neglected, confirmed him 1 lus
chowce He opens s heart to a common friend,
and honestly discovers the state of lus fortune His
friend apphes to those of the young lady, whose pa-
rents, if they approve lus proposals, disclose them ta
their daughter

She perhaps 15 not (n absolute stranger to the pas
sion of the young gentleman His eyes, his assidu-
ties, his constant attendance at a church, whithe, till
of late, he used seldom ta come, and a thousand little
observances that he paid her, had very probably first
forced her to regard, and then wnclined her to favour
Iim

M4 That
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That a yonng lady should be in love, and the love
of the young gentleman undeclaied, 15 an heterodoxy
which prudence, and even policy, must not allow.
But, thus apphed to, she 1s all iesignation to her
paents  Charming 1esignation, which mnclination op-
poses not.

Her 1clations applaud her for her duty; fiiends
meet,, pomts aie adjusted , dchghtful peiturbations,
and hopes, and a few lover's fears, fill up the tedious
space till an mteiview 1s granted , for the young lady
had not made haisclf cheap at publick places

The time of mteiview arines  She 1s modestly
rescived, he 1s not confident  Ilc declaies s pas-
sion, the consciousness of har own worth, and lns
application to her parents, take from her any doubt
of lus smceuty, and she owns hciself obhged to
hm for his good opmon. ‘The mqunics of ha
fitends nto lis chaiacter, have taught her that hus
good opmion deseives to be valued.

She tacitly allons of his futme visits, he icnews
them, the iegaid of each for the other 15 confiimed,
and when he presses for the favour of her hand, he
receives a declaiation of an entue acquiescence with
her duty, and a modest achnowledgment of esteem
for him

e applics to her paients therefore for a near day;
and thinks himself under obligation to them for the
cheerful and affectionate manner with which they 1e-
cetve his agreeable application

With this prospect of futwe happiness, the mar-
rage 15 celebated  Gratulations pour m fiom
every quarter. Paients and 1elations on both sides,

brought
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brought acquainted 1 the course of the courtship, can
receive the happy couple with countenances illummed,
and joyful hearts

The brothers, the sisters, the friends of one fanuly,
are the brothers, the sisters the fitends of the other
Their two families, thus made one, are the world to
the young couple

Then home 1s the place of thexr principal dehght,
nor do they ever occasionally quit 1t but they find the
pleasure of returming to 1t augmented m proportion
to the tume of their absence from 1t.

Ob, Mr Ranprer! forgive the talkativeness of an
old man ' When I courted and marned my Letitia,
then 2 blooming beauty, every thing passed just so?!
But how 1s the case now » Theladies mardens wives,
and widows, are engrossed by places of open resort
and general entertanment, whch fill every quarter
of the metropolis, and bemg constantly fiequented,
mahe home iksome  Biealfasting places, dmmng-
places, routs, drums, concerts, balls, plays, operas,
masquerades for the evening, and even for all mght,
and latcly publich sales of the goods of brohen
househeepers which the general dissoluteness of man-
ners has contitbuted to make very frequent, come m
as another seasonable relief to these modém time-
hallers

In the summer there are m every country town as-
semblies  Lunbridge, Bath, Cheltenham, Scarbor ough
What expence of dress and equipage 1s requxred o
quhiy the frequenters for such emulous appearance!?

By the natural mfection of esample, the lowest
people have places of snpenny resort, wd gaming
tibles for pence  Thus servants are now mduced to

fraud



170 THE RAMBLER. N*g7.

fraud and dishonesty, to suppoit extiavagance, and
supply their losses.

As to the ladies who frequent those publick places,
they are not ashamed to show their faces wherever
men dare go, nor blush to tiy who shall stare most
impudently, o1 who shall laugh loudest on the publick
walks

The men who would make good husbands, if they
visit those places, ate frighted at wedlock, and re-
solve to live smgle, except they are bought at a very
Ingh price. They can be spectators of all that passes,
and, 1f they plcase, more than spectators, at the ex-
pence of others. The companion of an evenmg, and
the compamon for Ife, 1equue very difierent quali-
fications.

Two thousand pounds m the last age, with a do-
mestich wife, would go farther than ten thousand 1n
this  Yet scttlements aie expected, that often, to a
mercantile man especially, sink a fortune nto uscless-
ness, and pm-money 1s stipulated for, which makes
a wife mdependent, and destioys love, by puttmg st
out of a man’s power to lay any obligation upon her,
that might engage gratitude, and kindle aftection.
When to all this the card-tables aie added, how can a
prudent man think of marrymg ”

And when the worthy men know not where to find
wives, must not the sex be left to the foplings, the
coxcombs, the hibertmnes of the age, whom they help
to make such * And nced even these wretches marry
to enjoy the conversation of those who 1ender therr
company so cheap?

And what, after all, 15 the benefit which the gay
coquette obtaws by her flulters® As she 15 approach-

able
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able by every man without requumng I will not say
1ncen ¢ or adoration  but cven common complaisance,
every fop treats her as upon the level, looks upon her
bight aws as mvitations, and 1s on the wach to take
the advantage she has compantons ndeed, but no
lovers , for love 1> respectful, and timorous, and
where, among all her followers will she find a hus-
band ?

Set, dear Sir, before the youthful, the gay, the
inconsiderate, the contempt as well as the danger
to which they are exposed At one tune or other
women, not utterly thoughtless, will be convinced of
the justice of your censure, and the chanty of your
mstruction

But should your expostulations and reproofs have
no effect upon tho e who are far gone i fushionable
folly, they may be retailed fiom therr mouths to their
nieces (marrtage will not often have entitled these to
daughters), when they, the meteors of a day, find
themselves elbowed oft the stage of vamity by other
flutterers, for the most admired women canuot have
many Tunbridge, many Bath seasons to blaze m
smee even fine faces, often seen, are less regarded
than new faces, the proper pumishment of showy guls,
for renderng themselves so impohtickly cheap

I am, SIR,
Your smcere admurer, &¢*

* This paper was wrtten by Richardson the author of

Clarissr  Pamela &c and although mean and hachmed 1n
style and sentiment was the only paper which had a great sale
during the publication of the Rambler, i 1ts onginal form C
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Nuas. 8. SaTurDAY, Februmy 23, 1751,

Qua acc Sarmeatus unquas
Czsaris ad men 7> nee wals Gably v feliec f Juv

Which not Saravntus faool d av Caser’s board,
Nor grov’lmy Gabba fromn his hrughty Lond
Lrrar <rovw.

To the Avrnor of the RANMDBLLR.

My Ramprrr,

O U have often endeavowed to mmpress upon
yow 1cadeis an obseivation of moic tiath then
novelty, that hfc passes, for the most part, m petty
transactions , that om hows ghde away m tufling
amusements and shght giatifications , and that there
very scldom cmeiges any occasion that can call foith

aicat vitue o1 gieat abilities
« It very commonly happens that speculation has no
influence on conduct  Just conclusions, and cogent
arguments, formed by laboious study, and dihgent
Inquny, ac often 1cposited m the treasuries of me-
mory, as gold n the muser’s chest, uscless alike to
othcis and himself.  As some aic not 1cher for the
extent of then possessions, otheis aie not wiser for

the multitude of then 1deas

You have tiuly descuibed the state of human
bemgs, but 1t may be doubted whether you have
accommodated your piecepts to yow desciiption,
whether you have not generally consdeied your
rcaders
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readers as wfuenced by the tragch passions, and
susceptible of pam or plewsure only from powerful
agents, and from great events

To an author who writes not for the improvement
of 2 single art, or the establishment of a controverted
doctrne, but equally mtends the advantage -nd
equally courts the perusal of all the classes of man-
kind nothing can justly erm unworthy of regard,
by winch the pleasure of conver.ation may be m
creased and the duly satfictions of famhar hie
secured from mnteruption and disgust

For this reason you would not hawve mjured your
reputation, if you had sometimes descended to the
minuter daties of socil bemngs, and enfoiced the
observance of those _little cunilities and ceremonious
_delicacies which, mconsiderable w5 ey may appear
to the man of scetce and difhcult as they may
prove to be detailed with digmty, yet contribute to
the regulation of the woild, by facilitating the mter-
course between one man and another and of which
the Irench have sufficiently tesufied then csteem by
terming the knowledge and practice of them Sgavor
wvre, the ait of living

Pohteness 1o one of those advantiges which we
never estimate nizhtly but by the mconvenience of its
loss Its mfluence upon the manners 1s constant and
umform, so that, lihe an equal motion, 1t escapes per-
ception  The circumstances of every action are sa
adjusted to each other that we do not see where
any errour could have becn committed, and rather
acquiesce m 1ts propriety than admire its exactness

But as sichness shows us the value of ease, a hittle
familianity with those who were never taught to en~

deavour
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deavour the gatfication of others, but regulate their
behaviour merely by their own will, will soon evince
the neccssity of established modes and formalties to
the happmess and quiet of common hife

Wisdom and vitue are by no means sufficient,
without the supplemental laws of good breeding, to
secure freedom fiom degenerating to rudcness, or
sclf-esteem fiom swelling 1nto insolence; a thousand
incivilities may be committed, and a thousand offices
neglected, without any remorse of conscience, or
reproach fiom reason

The true effect of genuine politeness seems to be
rather ease than pleasure The power of delighting
must be confeired by nature, and cannot be deliveied
by precept, or obtamed by umtation; but though
it be the privilege of a very small number to ravish
and to charm, evely man may hope by rules and
caution not to give pain, and may, therefore, by
the help of good-breeding, cnjoy the kindness of
mankind, though he should have no claim to higher
distmctions.

The universal axiom in which all complaisance is
Included, and fiom which flow all the foimalities
which custom has established n civilized nations, is,
That no man shall groe any preference to umself” A
rule so comprehensive and certam, that, perhaps, it
is not easy for the mind to image an mcivility, with-
out supposing it to be broken.

Theie are, indeed, n every place some paiticular
modes of the ceremonial pait of good-breeding,
which, beng arbitray and accidental, can be learn-
ed only by habitude and conveisation ; such are the
forins of salutation, the different gradations of reve~

1€ence,
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rence, and all the adjustments of place and pre-
cedence  These, however, may be often violated
without offence, if 1t be sufficiently cvident, that
neither malice nor prnide contributed to the fallure,
but will not atone, however rnigdly observed, for
the tumour of ansolence, or petulance of con-
tempt

I have, ndeed, not found among any part of
manhind, less real and rational complaisance than
among those who have passed ther time i paving
and receving visits, mn frequenting publich enter-
tamnments, m studymng the exact mecasures of cere-
mony, and m watching all the varations of fashion-
able courtesy

They know, mndeed, at what hour they mny beat
the door of an acquantance, how many steps they
must attend hin townards the gate, and what intenval
should pass before his visit 15 returned, but seldom
extend therr care beyond the extenour and unes-
sential parts of ciility, nor refuse thewr own vamty
any gratification, however expensive to the quiet of
another

Trypherus 15 o man remarhable for splendour
and cepense, 2 man, that having been ongmally
pliwced by lis fortune and rnk 1 the fust class
of the commumty, has acquired that ar of dig-
nity, end that readmess mn the exchange of com
pliments, which courts, balls, and Ievecs, casily
confer

But Trypherus, without any settled purposes of
malignity, partly by his 1gnorance of human nature,
and partly by the habit of contemplating with great
satisfaction huis own grandeur and niches, 1s hourly

gwing
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giving disgust to those whom chance or evpectation
subject to Ins vamty

To a man whose foitmse confines him to a small
house, he declauns upon the pleasme of spacious
apartments, and the convenience of changing Ins
lodgmg-10oom m diffaent paits of the year, tells
Tum, that he hates confmement, and concludes, that
if lus chamber was less, he should never wake with-
out thinhing of a piison.

To Fucietas, a man of birth cqual to him=clf, but
of much less estate, he showed s seivices of plate,
and 1cmarhed that such thmgs were, mdeed, no-
thing better than costly tiifles, but that no man
must pictend to the 1ank of a gentleman without
them , and that for lus part, 1if lus estatc was
smaller, he should not think of enjoymg but -
cicasmg 1t, and would mquue out a tade for lus
cldest son

He has, m inntation of somec moic acute ob-
server than himsclf, collected a gicat many shifts and
artifices by which poverty 1s conccaled ; and among
the ladies of sinall foitune, never fals to talk of
fiippery and shight silks, and the convemence of a
general mowining

I bave becn msulted a thousand times with a ca-
talogue of Ins pictwes, lus jewels, and lus raities,
which, though he knows the humble ncatness of
my habitation, he seldom fals to conclude by a
declaiation, that wheiever he sees a housc meanly
furnished, he despises the owner’s taste, o1 pitics lus
poverty

This, Mr  Rambler, is the practice of Tryphe-
rus, by which he 1s become the tenrour of all who
. e
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are less wealthy than himself, and has ratsed nnu-
merable enemmes without nvalry, and without male
volence

Yet, though all arc not equally culpable with
Trypherus, 1t 15 scarcely possible to find any man
who does not frequently, hke lum, ndulge s own
pride by forang others mto & companson with
himself when he hnows the advantage 15 on lis side,
without considering that unnecessanly to obtrude
unpleasing 1deas, 15 a species of oppression, and that
1t 1s hittle more criminal to deprive another of some
real advantage, than to Interrupt that forgetfulness
of 1ts absence which 15 the next happiness to actual
Ppossession

Iam, &c
EUTROPIUS

VoL V N
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Nums. 99. TuEspay, Iebruary 26, 1751.

Scilicet wngenus aliqua est concordia junctis,
Et scrvat studu federa quisque sui,
Rusticus agiwolum, males fera bella gerentem,
Rectorem dubia navita pupprs amat Ovip

Congemal passions souls together bind,

And ev'ry calling mingles with 1ts hind,

Soldier unites with soldier, swain with swain,

The maimer with him that roves the main F Lrwis

T has been ordamed by Providence, for the con-

servation of order m the immense varicty of na-
twe, and for the regulax propagation of the several
classes of hfe with which the elements aie peopled,
that every creature should be diawn by some secret
attraction to those of his own kind, and that not
only the gentle and domestick animals which natu-
rally unite into companies, or cohabit by pairs, should
continue faithful to their species, but even those
ravenous and feioclous savages which Aristotle ob-
serves never to be giegailous, should range moun-
tams and deserts m search of one another, rather
than pollute the world with a monstious buth. '

As the perpetuity and distinction of the lower
tribes of the creation 1equire that they should be
determined to proper mates by some umifoim motive
of choice, or some cogent inciple of mstinct;
it 1s necestary likewise, that man, whose wader capa-
aty demands more gratifications, and who feels m
himself moumerable wants, which a life of solitude

. cannot
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cannot supply, and mnumeible powers to winch 1t
cannot give cmployment should be led to smtable
companions by particular nflience  and, among
many bemgs of the same nature with lumself, he may
select some for mtimacy and tenderness, and 1nprove
the condition of lis evistence by superaddmng firend
ship to humantty, and the love of mdividunls to that
of the species

Other ammals are so formed, that they <eem to
contribute very hittle to the happness of each other
and hnow neither joy, nor grief, nor love, nor hatsed
but as they are urged by some desire mmmediately
subservient either to the support of their ownInes,
or to the continuation of their race, they thereforc
seldom appear to regard any of the minuter discri-
minations whuch distinguish creatures of the same kind
from one another

Butf man were to feel no mncentives to hindness,
more than lis general tendency to congenal nature
Babylon or London, with all therr multitudes, would
have to lum the desolation of a wilderness, Is af
fections not compressed 1nto o narrower compnss
would vamsh, hke elemental fire 1n boundless esapo
ration, he would langmsh m perpetual msensibility ,
and though he might, perhaps, m the first vigour of
‘youth, amuse himself with the fresh enjoyments of
life yet, when curiosity should cease and alacrity
subside, he would abandon lhimself to the fluctua-
tions of chance without expecting help agunst any
calamity, or feeling any wish for the happiness of
others

To love all men 1s our duty, so far as 1t includes
a general habit of benevolence, and readiness of oc

N . casional
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casional kindness, but to love all equally is impos-
sible, at least mmpossible without the extinction of
those passions which now pioduce all our pams and
all out pleasures ; without the disuse, if not the abo-
Iition, of some of our facultics, and the suppression of
all our hopes and feais in apathy and difference.

The necessities of our condition requue a thousand
offices of tenderness, which meie regard for the spe-
cies will never dictate Every man has frequent
giievances which only™ the sohcitude of friendship wall
discover and remedy, and which would remam for
ever unheeded 1n the mighty heap of human calamity,
were 1t only smveyed by the eye of general benevo-
lence equally attentive to every misery

The great community of manhind 1s, therefore,
necessanly broken into smaller independent societies;
these form distinct interests, which arc too frequently
opposed to each other, and which they who have en-
tered mto the league of paiticular governments falsely
think 1t vntue to promote, however destructive to
the happimess of the 1est of the world

Such umons are agamn separated mto subordinate
classes and combinations, and social life 1s perpetually
branched out mto minuter subdivisions, till 1t termi-
nates n the last tamifications of private friendship

‘That friendship may at once be fond and lastng, '
it has been aheady observed in these papers, thata
conformity of inclinations 1s neccessary. No man can
have much kindness for him by whom he does not
beheve himself esteemed, and nothing so evidently
proves esteem as mmitation.

That benevolence is always strongest which arises
from participation of the same pleasures, since we

are
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are naturally most wifling to revive n our mnds the
memory of persons, with whom the idea of emjoy
ment 15 connected

It 15 commonly, therefore, to little purpose, that
any one endeavours to ingratiate himself with such as
he cannot accompany 1n their amusements and diver-
sions Men have been known to nse to favour and
to fortune, only by bemg shilful m the sports with
which their patron happened fo be dehghted, by con
curring with his taste for some particular species of
curiosities, by relishing the same wine, or applauding
the same cookery

Even those whom wisdom or wirtue have placed
above regard to such petty recommendations, must
nevertheless be gamed by similtude of manners
The highest and noblest enjoyment of famihar lfe,
the communication of hnowledge and reciproca
tion of sentiments, must always presuppose a dispo
sition to the same mnquiry, and delght in the same
discoveres

With what satisfaction could the pohtician lay his
schemes for the reformation of laws, or his compan
sons of different forms of government, before the
chymist, who has never accustomed his thoughts to
any other object than salt and sulphur, or how could
the estronomer, 1 explamng his calculations and
conjectures, endure the coldness of a grammanan,
who would lose sight of Jupiter and ll his sateliites,
for a happy etymology of an obscure word, or a bet-
ter explication of a controverted line

Every man loves ment of the same kind with his
own, when 1t 1s not likely to hinder ns advancement
or lus reputation, for he not only best understands

N3 the
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the woith of those qualitics which he labows to cul-
tivate, or the usefulness of the mt which he practises
with success, but always feels a reflccted pleasure fromn
the praiscs, which, though gnen to another, belong
equally to himself

There 15 mdeed no neced of 1esearch and 1efine-
ment to discover that men must generally select their
companions fiom thar own state of life, since there
ate not many minds furmshed for gicat vaety of
conveisation, or adapted to multiphcity of ntellec-
tual entertainments.

The sailor, the academick, the lawyer, the me-
chamick, and the courtier, have all a cast of talk
peculiai to thewr own frateimty, bave fixed therr
attention upon the same events, have been cngaged
m affans of the same soit, and made use of allu-
sions and ilustrations which themselves only can un-
deistand .

To be mfected with the jagon of a particular
profession, and to know only the language of a single
1ank of moitals, 15 mdced sufficiently despicable
But as limmts must be always set to the excursions
of the human mind, theic will be some study which
every man moic zcalously prosecutes, some darling
sulject on which he 1s puncipally pleased to con-
verse, and he that can most mnfoim ot best undei-
stand him, will caitamly be welcomed with paiticular
regard.

Such partiality 15 not wholly to be avoided, no
Is 1t culpable, unless suffered so far to picdommate
as to produce aveision fiom every other kind of ex-
cellence, and to shade the lustie of dissimila v1tues
'Those, therefore, whom the lot of hife has conjomed,

should
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should endeavour constantly to approach towards the
melimation of each other, mwvigorate every motion
of concurrent desire, and fan every spark of hmdred
cunosity

It has been justly observed, that discord generally
operates m lttle things, st 1s mnflamed to its utmost
schemence by contririety of taste, oftencr than of
principles, and mght therefore commonly be asowded
by mnocent conformity, which, if 1t was not at first
the motive  ought always to be the consequence, of
indissoluble unten

Nuwe 100 Sirurpay, Marck 2, 1751

Omne vafer vitwm ridents Tlaceus amico
Tangit ct admssus circum pracordia ludit Prres

Ilorace with sly mamuating grace

Laugh'd at bis friend and Jook d him 1n the free

Would raise » blush where secret vice he found

And tickle winle he gently probd the wound

With seemng 1nnocence the crowd begumld

But made the desperate passes when he syuld  Dryprs

To the RAMBLLR
SIR,

AS very many well disposed persons, by the una-
voidable necessity of therr affaurs, are so ‘unfor
tunate as to be totally buned i the country, where
they labour undcr the most deplorable ignorance of
what 15 transacting among the polite part of man

N4 kind,
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kind, I cannot help thinking, that, as a publick
writer, you should take the case of these truly com-
passionable objects under your consideration.

These unhappy languishers in obscurity should be
furmshed with such accounts of the employments of
people of the world, as may engage them in’ their
several remote corners to a laudable imitation; or, at
least, so far inforn and prepare them, that if by any
joyful change of situation they should be suddenly
transported into the gay scene, they may not gape,
and wonder, and stare, and be utterly at a loss
how to behave and make a proper appearance in
it.

It is mnconceivable how much the welfare of all the
country towns m the kingdom mght be promoted,
if you would use your charitable endeavours to raise
in them a noble emulation of the manners and cus-
toms of higher life

For this purpose you,should give a very clear and
ample description of the whole set of polite acquire-
ments; a complete history of forms, fashions, fro-
licks, of routs, drums, huiricanes, balls, assemblies,
ridottos, masquerades, auctions, plays, operas, pup-
pet-shows, and bear-gardens, of all those delights
which profitably engage the attention of the most sub-
lime characters, and by which they have brought to
such amazing peifection the whole art and mystery of
passing day after day, weck after week, and year after
year, without thie heavy assistance of any one thing
that formal creatures are pleased to call useful and
necessary.

In gving due instructions through what steps to
atfain this summit of human excellence, you may

add
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add such 1rresistible arguments m its favour, as must
convince numbers, who m other instances do not
seem to want natural understanding, of the unac-
countable errour of supposing they were sent nto the
world for any other purpose but to flutter, sport, and
shme Tor, after all, nothing can be clearer than
that an everlasting round of dwersion, and the more
lively and hurrying the better 1s the most important
end of human hfe

Tt 15 really prodigious, so much as the world 15 1m-
proved, that there should mn these days be persons so
1gnorant and stupid as to think 1t necessary to mis-
pend therr time, and trouble their head. about any
thing else than pursuing the present fancy, for what
else 1s worth living for

It 1s time enough surely to think of consequences
when they come, and as for the antiquated notions
of duty, they are not to be met with 1n any French
novel, or any book one ever looks nto, but derived
almost wholly from the wntings of authors, who
hved a vast many ages ngo, and who, as they were
totally without any 1dea of those accomplishments
which now characterize people of distinction, have
been for some tme sinking apace mto utter con
tempt It does not appear that even thewr most
zealous admirers, for some partisaos of his own sort
every writer will have, can pretend to say they were
ever at one ndotto

In the important article of diversions, the cere-
monial of visits, the ecstatick delight of unfriendly
mtimacies and upmeaning civihbies, they are abso-
lutely silent. Blunt truth, and downright honesty,
plam clothes, staymig at home, hard worh, few

words
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words, and thoze unenhvencd with ¢onsure o1 double
meanmg, are what they recommend as the otnaments
and pleasumies of hfe  Tattle oaths, polite dissunu-
lat m, tea-table  <ccadal, dehichtial mdolenee, the
ghtter of finery, the thamph of pecedence, the en-
chantments of flattery, they <cem to have had no
notion of, and T connot but laneh to think what
a fizure they would hase made m o diawing-romm,
and how frighted they would have lookad wt a gam-
mg-table,

The noble seal of poatnotisin that disdains autho-
nty. and ttamples on laws for <poit, was ab-olutels
the aversion of these tame wictches

Indecd one cannot discover any one thing they
pretend to teach people, but to be wise, and good |
acquuements infimtely below  the conaderation of
persons of taste and spmt, who know how to spend
their time to so much better purpose

Among other admuable improvements, pray, Mr
Rambler, do not forget to enlaige on the very esten-
sive benefit of playing at cards on Sundays, o prac-
tice of such infinite use, that we may modestly evpect
to sccit picvail unnersally 1 all parts of this king-
dom

To persons of fashion, the advantage 15 obvious;
because, as for some shrange 1cason o1 other, winch
no fine gentleman or fine Jady has yet been able to
penctiate, there 1s neither play, nor masquerade, nor
bottled conjuier, nor any other thing worth hving
for, to be had on a Sunday, if it were not fo the
charitanle assistance of whist o) biagg, the gentecl
part of mankind must, one day in seven, necessanly
suffer a tolal extinction of being.

Nor
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Nor are the persons of hi_h mok the only guncrs
by <o salutary a custom, which extends its good m
fluence, m <ome degree, to the lower orders of
people, but wereat quite generd how much better
and happier would the world be thau 1t 1s even now ?

"Tis bard upon poor creatures, Le they ever so
mean, to deny thun those enjovments and.libertics
which are equally open for all Yt if servants were
taught to go to church on tins day spend some part
of 1t m reading or receiving mstruction 1 a fumly
way and the rest m mere friendly conversation, the
poor wretches would mfallibly take it mto their heads,
that they were obliged to be <ober, modest, dihigent,
and futhful to therr masters and wstresses

Now surcly no one of common prudence or hu
mamty would wish their domestichs infected with such
stringe and primitine notions or laid under such
unmerciful restramnts  all which may, m 1 geat
measure, be prevented by the prevalence of the good
humoured fashion, that I would have you recommcnd
Tor when the lower hind of prople sce their betters
with 4 truly landable spint, msulting and flymg in the
face of those rude 1l bred dictators, prety and the
laws, thcy are thereby exeted and admonsshed as
far as actions can admomsh and exote, and taught
that they too have an cqual night of settng them at
defiance 1 such mstances s therr particular necesst
ties and nclinations may require  and thus 1s the
liberty of the whole human species mightily improved
and enlarged

In short, Mr Rambler, by 1 futhful 1epresentation
of the numberless benefits of a mods h life, you will
have done your part m promoling what every body

seems
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seems to confess the true purpose of human existence,
perpetual dissipation.

By encouraging peoplc to employ their whole at-
tention on trifles, and make amusement their sole
study, you will teach thcm how to avoid many very
uneasy reflections.

All the soft feelings of humamty, the sympathies
of fiiendship, all natwal temptations to the care of a
famuly, and solicitude about the good o1 1ll of others,
with the whole tramn of domestick and social aftec-
tions, which crcate such daily anneties and embar-
1assments, will be happily stifled and suppressed in a
round of perpetual dehghts; and all serious thoughts,
but particularly that of hereafter, be hanished out of
the world ; a most perplexing apprehension, but
luckily a most groundless one too, as it 1s so very
clear a case, that nobody ever dies.

I am, &ec.

CHARIESSA*,

® Wrtten by Mrs, Carter, of Deal, the only survivor of the
writers of that age. C.
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Nums 101 Tuespay, March 5, 1751

MMella gubes Hyblea tibs vel Hymetiia nasc,
Et thyma Cecropie Corsica ponss apt Marr

Alas! dear Sir you fry i vain,

Impossibilities to gam

No bee from Corstca’s rank juice

Hyblean haney can produce F Lewrs

To the RAMBLER

SIR,

HAVIN G by several years of continual study
treasured 1n my mmnd a great number of prmn
ciples and 1deas, and obtamed by frequent exercise
the power of applymg them with proprety, and
combming them with readmess, I resolved to qut
the umversity, where I considered myself as a gem
hidden m the mine, and to mingle m the crowd of
publick ife I was naturally attracted by the com-
pany of those who were of the same age with myself,
and finding that my academrcal gravity contributed
very little to my reputation, apphied my faculties to
Joculanity and burlesque Thus, mn a short time, I
had heated my imagmation to such a state of act-
wity and ebulltion, that upon every occasion 1t
fumed away m bursts of wit, and evaporations of
gayety I became on a sudden the 1dol of the cof-
fee house, was 1n one winter solicited to accept the
presidentship of five clubs, was dragged by violence
to
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to every new play, and quoted m every contiovcisy
upon theatrical ment, was m every publick place sm-
r1ounded by a multitude of humble auditors, who 1e-
talled 1n other places of 1esort my maxims and my
jests, and was boasted as then mtunate and compa-
mon, by many, who had no other prctensions to my
acquaintance, than that they had drank chocolate n
the same 100m

You will not wonder, Mi RamMBLLR, that I men-
tion my success with some appeaiance of triumph and
elevaiion Peirhaps no kind of superionty 1s moe
flattering or alluring than that which 1s confeired
by the powers of convcisation, by extemporaneous
spuightliness of fancy, copiousness of language, and
feitility of sentiment In other exertions of gemus,
the gieater pait of the praisc s unknown and unen-
joyed , the wuter, mdeced, spreads lus 1eputation to
a wider extent, but recewves little pleasuic o1 advan-
tage fiom the diffusion of his name, and only ob-
tams a kind of nonmunal soveicignty over 1egions
which pay no tubute. The colloquial wit has always
his own radiance reflected on humself, and enjoys
all the pleasure which he bestows, he finds his power
confesscd by every one that approaches him, sees
friendship kindhing with 1aptuie, and attention swell-
g mto praise ,

The deswre which every man feels of unpoitance
and esteem, 15 so much gratified by finding an assem-
bly, at lns entrance, brightened with gladness and
hushed with expectation, that the recollection of such
distinctions can scarcely fail to be pleasing whenso-
ever 1t 18 mnocent  And my conscience does not
reproach me with any mean or crumnal effects of

vanity ;
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vamty , smce I always employed my influence on the
stde of virtue, and never sacrificed my understanding
or my religion to the pleasure of applause

Theie were many whom either the desire of en
Joymg my pleasantry, or the prde of bemg thought
to enjoy 1t, brought often into my company, but I
was caressed 1 a particular manner by Demochares,
a gentleman of a large estate and a hiberal dispo
siton My fortune bemg by no means ecuberant,
inclined me to be pleased with a friend who was will-
mg to be entertamed at lus own charge I became
by daly mwitations habituated to s table, and as
he believed my acquaintance necessary to the charac-
ter of elegance which he was deswous of estabhshing,
I lived m all the luxury of affluence without expense,
or dependence, and pa sed my hfe mn a perpetual
reciprocation of pleasure, with men brought toge
ther by similitude of accomplishments, or desire of
unprovement

But all power has 1ts sphere of actwvity, beyond
which 1t produces no effect ~ Demochares bemg
called by his affrs nto the country, imagmed that
he should 1ncrease lus populanty by coming among
his neighbours accompamed by 2 man whose abili
ties were so generally allowed The 1eport pre
sently spread through half the country that Demo
chares was arrived, and had brought with him the
celebrated Hilarius, by whom such merriment would
be exaited, as had never been enjoyed or concerved
before I knew, ndeed, the purpose for which I
was mvited, and, as men do not looh diligently out
for possible miscarriages, was pleased to 'find myself
courted upon principles of interest, and considered

as
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as capable of reconciling factions, composing feuds,
and uniting a whole province in social happiness.

After a few days spent in adjusting his domestick
regulations, Demochares invited all the gentlemen of
his neighbouthood to dimner, and did not forget to
hint how much my presence was expected to heighten
the pleasure of the feast He informed me what pre-
judices my reputation had raised n my favour, and
represented the satisfaction with wiich he should sec
me kindle up the blaze of meuiment, and should re-
mark the various cffects that my fire would have upon
such diversity of matter.

This declaration, by which he mntended to quicken
my wivacity, filled me with solicitude. I felt an
ambition of shining which I never knew before ; and
was therefore embarnassed with an unusual fear of
disgrace. I passed the night in planming out to
myself the conveisation of the coming day; recol-
lected all my topicks of raillery, proposed pioper sub-
jects of ridicule, prepared smart rephies to a thousand
questions, accommodated answers to imagmary re-
partees, and formed a magazine of remarhks, apoph-
thegms, tales, and illustrations.

‘The morning broke at last in the midst of these
busy meditations I 10se with the palpitations of
a champion on the day of combat; and, notwith-
standing all my efforts, found my spirits sunk under
the weight of expectation. The company soon.
after began to drop in, and every one, at his en-
trance, was introduced to Filarius. What concep-
tion the inhabitants of this region had formed of a
wit, I cannot yet discover, but observed that they
all seemed, after the regular exchange of compli-

ments,



N* 101 'L RAMBLLR 193

ments, to turn away disappomted , and that while we
waited for dmner, they cast thewr eyes first upon me,
and then upon each other, Iihe o theatrical assunbly
watting for a show

Trom the uncasmess of this situation I was 1e
heved by the dinner, and as cvery attention was
taken up by the business of the hour, I sunk quctly
to a level with the rest of the company But no
sooner were the dishes removed, than, insteid of
cheerful confidence and fanmhar prattle, an umversal
silence agamn showcd therr expectationof some unusual
performance My friend endeavoured to rouse them
by healths and questions, but they answered him with
great brevity, and mmmediately relapsed mto their
former taciturmity

I had waited n hope of some opportumty to disert
them, but could find no pass opened for a single sally
and who can be merry without an object of murth?
After a fen famt eflorts which poduced neither ap
plause nor opposition, I was content to mingle with
the mass, to put round the glass i silence, and solace
myself with my own contemplations

My friend loohed round him, the guests stared at
one another, and if now and then a few syllables
were uttered with tumdity and hesitation, there was
none ready to make any reply All ow faculties
were frozen, and every munute, took away from our
capacity of pleasing and disposition to be pleased
Thus passed the hows to which so much hnppiness
was deereed , the hows which had, by a hmd of
open proclamation, been devoted to wit, to murth,
and to Hilarws

VoL V 0
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At last the mght camc on, and the nceessity of

parting fieed us fiom the peisccutions of cach other.
I beard them, as they walked along the court, mur-
muting at the loss of the day, and mquiring whether
any man would pay a sccond visit to a house haunted
by a wit?
* Dcmochar es, whose benevolence 1s greater than his
penetiation, having flattered Ins hopes with the se-
condary honouw wlich he was to gam by my spright-
fimess ard clegance, and the affection with which he
should be followed for a perpetual banquet of zavety,
was not able to conceal his vexntion and resentment.
not would casily be convinced, that I Lad not sacn-
ficed s mteiest to sullenness and caprice, and studi-
ously endeavoumred to disgust lus guests, and suppressed.
my poweis of delighting, in obstinate and preme-
ditated silence I am wformed that the reproach of
then 1l 1eception 15 divided by the gentlemen of the
countty between us: some being of opinion, that my
fuiend 1s deluded by an wnpostor, who, though he
Las {ound some a1t of gaimmg s favow, 1s afiaid to
speak before men of more penetiatton; and others
concludimg, that I think only London the proper thea-
tie of my abilities, and disdan to exert my genius
{or the praise of 1ustichs

I beheve, M1 RanmeLeR, that it has sometimes
happencd to others, who have the good or 1ll fortune
to be cclcbiated for wats, to fall under the same cen-
smes upon the like occasions I hope therefore that
you will  pievent any mgsepresentations of such
farlures, by remaiking that mvention is not wholly at
the command of its possessor ; that the power of pleas-
wg 1s very often obstructed by the desne; that all

14 expectation
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expectation lessens surprise, yet some surprise 1s ne
cestary to gryety, 1nd thitthose who de ire topartake
of the plensure of wit inust contribute to 1ts produc
tion since the mnd stagnates without esternal ven-
tilation, and that cffervescence of the fincy, wiich
flashes mito transport, can be raised only by the infu
ston of dissimilar idcas

Nums 102 Saturpay, March g, 1751

Ipsa quoque ‘assiduo lal untur tempora moty

Non secus ac flumen  ncque emm consistere funen

Nec letss hora potest  sed ut unda smpellitur undd,
Usrgeturque prior tentenfe urgelque priorer

Tempora sic fi gunt pariter, pariterque sequuntyr  Qvip

Vith constant motion as the moments glide
Behold 1 runmin,, hife the rolling tde t

For none can stem by art or stop by powr
Fhe flowing ocean or the flecting hour

But wave by wase [ursud atsives on shote
And each inpelid betund 1mpets Lefare

So time on time revolsingwe d ery

So mnutes follow und so muutes fiy Lreiinstos

« ITL," says Sencca, 13 avoyage, m the pro

“ gress of which we are perpcetunlly changing
our scenes  we first leave clnldhood bedund us,
then youth, then the yeuws of npencd manhood,
then the better and more plewing part of old uge
The perusl of this passige hmving mated v me a
trun of reflections on the state of man the meessant
fluctuation of his wishes the _radunl change of lus

+

Oz dispo 1mon

“«

€«
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disposition to all cxteinal objects, and the thought-
lessness with which he floats along the sticam of time,
I sunk mto a slumber amudst my meditations, and,
on a sudden, found my eas filled with the tumult of
labow, the shouts of alaciity, the shiichs of alarm,
the whistle of winds, and the dash of watcis.

My astomshment for a tinc 1epressed my cuijo-
sity , but soon 1ccovering myself so far as to mqune
winther we were gomg, and what was the cause of
such clamour and confusion, I was told that we
were launching out mto the ocean of life; that we
had alicady passed the stiaits of mfancy, mn which
multitudes had peushed, some by the weakness and
fiagility of then vessels, and moie by the folly, per-
vaiseness, o1 neghgence, of those who undertook to
stecr them, and that we were now on the mam sea,
abandoned to the winds and Millows, without any
other mecans of sccunity than the carc of the pilot,
whom 1t was always in ow power to choose among
gieat numbess that offeied then dnection and assist-
ance

I then looked round with anxious eagerness; and
first twning my eyes behimd me, saw a stream flow-
ing thiough flowery islands, which every one that
salled along seemed to behold with pleasure, but no
sooner touched, than the cwmrent, which, though not
noisy or turbulent, was yet wresistible, bore him
away. DBeyond these 1lands all was daikness, nor
could any of the passengers describe the shore at
which he fist embarked.

Before me, and on each side, was an eapanse of
waters violently agitated, and covered with so thick
a mist, that the most perspicacious eye could see but

a httle

!
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a httle way It appearcd to be full of rochs and
whirlpools, for many sunh unexpectedly wlile they
were courting the gale with full sals, and msultmg
thosc whom they had left belind  So numetous,
indeed, were the dangers, and so thick the darhness,
that no caution could confer security et there
were many, who, by false mtelhgence, betrayed their
followers mto whirlpools, or by violence pushed those
whom they found 1 their way agamst the rochs

The current was ivamble and meurmountable ,
but though 1t was impossible to sail agamst 1t, or to
return to the place that was once pessed, yet 1t was
not so violent as to allow no opportuntics for dex-
terity or cournge, since, though none could retreat
back from danger, yet they mmght often avord it by
oblique direction

It was, however, not very common to steer with
much care o1 prudence, for by some universal -
fituation, every man appearcd to think lsmself safe,
though he saw his consorts cvely moment sinhing
round him, and no sooner had the waes closed
over them, than ther fic and therr misconduct
were forgotten , the voyage was pursued with the
same jocund confidence, every man congratulated
Iumself upon the soundness of his vessel, and be-
licved himself able to stem the wiurlpool 1 which
lis friend was swallowed, or ghde over the rochs
on which he was dashed nor was 1t often obsenved
that the sight of a wreck made any mn change lus
course 1If he turped aside for = moment, he soon
forgot the rudder, and left himself again to the dis
po<al of chance

03 Thug
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This neghgence did not proceed fiom indiffe-
rence, or {iom weaincss of then piesent condition ;
for not one of those who thus rushed upon destiuc-
tion, faled, when he was sinkmng, to call loudly
upon his associates for that help which could not now
be given hin, and many spent then last moments
in cautiomng others aganst the folly by wlich they
were tercepted 1 the mudst of their course  Then
benevolencc was sometines prased, but their admo-
nitions were unregaided.

The vessels m which we had embarked being
confessedly unequal to the tmbulence of the stream
of hife, were visibly mmpaned m the course of the
voyage , so that every passcnger was ceitam, that
how long soever he might, by favowable accidents,
or by mcessant vigilance, be preserved, he must sink
at last.

This necessity of perishing might have been cx-
pected to sadden the gay, and intimidate the daring,
at least to keep the melancholy and timoious mn pei-
petual toiments, and lunder them from any enjoy-
ment of the varietics and giatifications which natuie
offered them as the solace of their labours yet, 1n
effect, none seemed less to expect destruction than
those to whom it was most dieadful , they all had
the art of concealing then danger fiom themselves;
and those who knew themr mability to bear the sight
of the terrowms that embarrassed their way, took caie
never to look forward, but found some amusement
for the present moment, and geneially entcrtamed
themselves by playing with Hopx, who was the con-
stant associate of the voyage of hife.

Yet
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Yet Wl that Horr ventured to proun ¢, even to
those who n she fuoured mo t, was, not that they
should escipe, but that they  hould wh Int, and
with this pronuse cvery one was  ausfied, thouh he
laughed at the rest for scemm,, to behiese it Iorr,
mdeed, apparently mocled the credulity of hor com-
pamions , for, 1 proportton as their vesscls grew leahy,
she redoubled her assurinees of «afety , and none were
more busy m mahing provisions for a long voyage,
than they whomn all but themselies aw Dihely to
prnsh soon by srreparable decyy

In the mudst of the current of hfe was the gulf
of InTEMPERANCE, n dreadful wlirlpool mter
spersed with rocks, of which the pomted crags were
concetled under water, and the tops covered with
hierbage, on winch 1 asr spread couches of repase,
and with shades, where Prrasunr warbled the song
of inatation  Withmn st_ht of the<e rochs all who
suled on the ocewn of bfc must necessanly pass
Rrason, mdeed, wis always at hand to steer the
pssenzers through o varrow outlet by wlnch they
mght escape, but very few could, by her entreaties
or remonstrnees, be mnduced to put the rudder
mto her hind, without stipulating that <he should
approach so near unto the ro ks of Prrasuts, that
they might solace themselies with a short enjoy-
ment of that delicrous region, after winch they al
w1ys determined to pursue their course without any
other deviation

Rrason was too often picvailed upon so far by
thesc promt cs, as to venture her charge withmy the
eddy of the gulf of INTratenrasce, where,
deed, the crcumvolution was weth, but yet wter

04 rupted
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wupted the course of the vessel, and diew 1t, by
msensible rotations, towards the center. She then
repented her temeiity, and with all her force en-
deavoured to 1etieat, but the draught of the gulf
was generally too strong to be overcome; and the
passengel, having danced m circles with a pleasing
and giddy velocity, nas at last overwhelmed and lost.
Those few whom Reason was able to eatricate, ge-
nerally suffered so many shocks upon the pomts winch
shot out from the rocks of PLEAsURE, that they werc
unable to continue their course with the same strength
and facility as before, but fleated along timorously
and feebly, endangered by every breeze, and shat-
tered by every ruffle of the water, till they sunk, by
slow degiees, after long struggles, and innumerable
expedients, always repiung at their own folly, and
warning others against the first approach of the gulf
of INTEMPERANCE

There were artists who professed to repair the
Ureaches and stop the leaks of the vessels which had
been shattered on the rocks of PrEasure Many
appeared to have great confidence m therr skill, and
some, indeed, were preserved Dby 1t from smking, _
who had received only a single blow, but 1 remarked
that few vessels lasted long which had been much
repared, nor was it found that the artists themselves
continued afloat longer than those who had least of
their assistance. )

The only advantage which, in the voyage of life,
the cautious had above the neglgent, was, that they
sunk later, and more suddenly; for they passed
fornard till they had sometimes seen all those in
whose company they had issued from the stiaits

of
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of mfancy, pensh in the way, and at last were over
set by o cross breeze, without the toil of resistance,
o1 the anguish of expectation  DBut such as had
often fallen agamst the rochs of Pressurg, com
monly substded by sensible degrees, contended long
with the encroaching waters, and harassed themselses
by labours that scarce IHore herself could flatter
with success

As 1 was looking upon the vamous fate of the
multitude 2bout me, 1 was suddenly alirmed with
an admonition from some unhnown Power, “ Gaze
“ not dly upon others when thou thysclf art smk-
“ g Whence 15 tins thoughtless trinquillity, when
“ thou and they are equally endangered I loohed,
and sceing the gulf of INTEMPLRANCE before mi,
started and awahed
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Nuns. 103. Tunspay, March 12, 1751,

Scu ¢ volunt sccicta domus, atque inde Laneri, Juy

They scarch the secrets of the honse, and so
Are woishipp'd theie, and fear'd for what they hnov
Drypix,

0
7

CURIOSITY is one of the permanent and
certamn characteustichs of a vigorous mtcllect.
Every advance mto knowledge opens new prospects,
and produces new ncitements to further progiess
All the attamnments possible 1 our present state arc
evidently madequate to ow capacities of enjoyment ;
conquest serves no purposc but that of Jindling
ambition, discoveiy has no effect but of raising es-
pectation ; the gratification of one desire cencourages
another , and after all our labows, studics, and n-
quuics, we aie continually at the same distance fiom
the completion of our schemes, have still some wish
importunate to be satisfied, and some faculty 1cstless

and turbulent for want of 1ts enjoyment
The desnc of knowledge, though often animated
by extrinsick and adventiious motives, scems on
many occasions to operate_without suboidmation to
any other puinciple, we are eager to scc and hea,
without intention of referring om observations to a
farther end, we chmb a mountam for a prospect of
the plain, we run to the strand m a stoom, that we
may contemplate the agitation of the water, we
range from city to city, though we profess neither
architectuie
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arclutectmie nor fortification, we cross seas onl) to
view naturc 1 nahedness, or magmificence m rums,
we are equally allured by novelty of every hind, by
2 desert or a palace 1 cataract or o cavein, by every
thing rude and every thing polished, ecvery thing
great and every thing hittle, we do not sce & thichet
but with some temptation to enter it, nor remark an
msect flying before us but with an mclhination to
puisue 1t

Ilis pasion 1s, perhaps, regularly heightened m
propottion as the powers of_the mind are clevated
and enlwreed  Lwucan thereforc ntroduces Cesar
speaking with dignity swtable to the grandeur of
lus designs and the cxtent of Ins capacity, when he
declares to the high priest of Lgype, that he has no
desne cqually powernal with that of finding the
origm of the Nie, and that he would quit all the
projects of the cvil war for o sight of those foun
tams which had been so long cencealed  And
Honer when he would furnish the Suens with o
temptation, to which Ius hero, renowned for wisdom,
mght yield withont disgrace, mahes them declare,
that none ever departed from them but with ncrese
of Inowledge

There 1s, ndecd, scarce any hind of 1deal ac
quirement which may not be apphed to <ome use,
or which myy not at least gratify pride with occa
stonal superionity , but whocver attends the motions
of lis own nund will find that upon the first ap
pearance of an object, or the first start of a question,
lis mchnation to 1 ncaret view, or more accurate
discusston, precedes -l thoughts of profit, or of

competition
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compctition, and that Ins desnes take wing by m-
stantancous impulse, though therr fhght may be in-
vigoiated, o therr cfforts renewed, by subsequent
considciations  The giatification of cunosity ra-
ther fiees us from uncasmess than confeis pleasure ;
we aic more pamed by ignorance than dchghted by
instiuction  Cuniosity 1s the thust of the soul; 1t m-
flames and toiments us, and makes us taste cvely
thing with joy, howcver: otheiwise insipid, by which
it may be quenched.

It 15 evident that the eahiest scarchers after hnow-
ledge must have pioposed hnowledge only as their
rewaid ; and that science, though peihaps the
nuisling of interest, was thc daughter of cuiosity :
tor who can believe that they who fist watched the
course of the stais, foresaw the usc of then disco-
veries to the facihitation of commeice, or the men-
suration of time » They were dchghted with the
splendour of the nocturnal shics, they found that the
bghts changed their places, what they admiied they
were amous to undeistand, and n time tiaced their
1evolutions

There are, indced, beings n the form of men,
who appear satisfied with their intellectual posses-
sions, and seem to live without desire of enlarging
thewr conceptions ; before whom the woild passes
without notice, and who aie equally unmoved by
natme or by art

This neglhigence is sometimes only the temporaiy
effect of a predominant passion ; a lover finds no m-
clination to travel any path, but that which leads
to the habitation of his mistress; a trader can spare

httle
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httle attention to common occurrences, when lis
fortune 1s endangercd by 4 storm It 15 fiequently
the consequence of a_total mmersion 1n sensuahty
corporcal plesures miny be'indulged till the memory
of every other hind of happmess 1s obliterated |
the mmnd, long habituated to 2 lethargieh and quics
cent state, 15 unwillmg to wake to the toil of think
mg, and though <he may <omttunes be disturbed
by the obtrusion of new ideas, shrinhs back agam to
1gnorance and rest

But, indeed 1if ne except them to whom the con
tinual tash of procuring the supports of hfe, dentes
all opportumties of deviation from their own narrow
track the number of such as live without the ardour
of mguiry 15 very small, though many content them
selves with cherp amu ements, and wnaste therr lives
1n researches of no impoitance

There 15 no snme more dangerous to busy and
evcursive minds, than the cobwebs of petty_inqui
_sitisenegs, which entangle them 1n trvial employ
ments and minute studies, and detan them i a
mddle state, betneen the tediousness of_total .in
activity, and the fabigue of laboious efforts, enchant
them at once with ease and novelty, and wibate
them with the luwury of learmng  The necessity
of domg something, and the fear of undertahing
much, sinks the historian to a genealogist, the plilo
sopher to a journalist of the weather, and the mathe-
matician to a constructer of dials '

It 15 happy when those who camnot content
themselves to be dle, nor resolve to be mdustrious,
are at least employed without mjury to others, hut
1t seldom happens that we can contain oursclves long

n
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m a neuhal statc, o1 forbear to sink mnto vice, when
we are no longer soaing towards vitue.

Nugaculus was dlstmgulshed m lus earlier yeais
by an uncommon hveliness of imagmation, quick-
ness of sagacity, and extent of knowledge. When
he entered mnto hife, he apphed himself with paiti-
culan mqusitiveness to esamne the various mo-
tives of human actions, the complicated influence
of ‘mimgled affections, the different “modifications
of interest and ambition, and the Various causes of
miscarriage and success both m publick and prvate
affans

Though lus friends did not discover to what
pupose all these observations weie collected, or how
Nugaculus would much improve his virtue or his
fortune by an incessant attention to changes of coun-
tenance, bursts of mconsideration, sallies of passion,
and all the other casualties by which he used to
trace a character, yet they could not deny the study
of human natme to be worthy of a wise man;
they therefoie flattered ns vamity, applauded his
discovenles, and hstened with submussive modesty to
his lectuies on the unceitamnty of inchnation, the
weakness of resolves, and the mstability of tempe,
to Ins account of the various motives which agitate
the mind, and lus 11dicule of the modein dieam of a
ruling passion.

Such was the first mcitement of Nugaculus to a
close mspection mto the conduct of mankind  He
had no mterest m view, and therefore no design of
supplantation , he had no malevolence, and theie-
fore detected faults without any mtention to expose
them ; but having once found the ait of engaging

s
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Ins attention upon othais, he had no inchination to
call 1t back to Inmselt, but has passed Ins tine 1n
keeping a watchful eye upon every nsmg character,
and hwed upon a <mall estite without any thought of
increasing it

He 1s, by continual application, become a general
master of secret histoty, and can give an account of
the mtngues priate marriages, competitions, and
<tratagems of half a century e Lnows the mort-
gages upon every mans estate, the terms upon
uwhich every spendthnft raises Ins money, the 1eal
and reputed fortune of every lady the jomture sti
pulated by every contract and the espectations of
every family from maiden aunts and childless ac-
quaintances  Ie can relate the cconomy of ciery
houwse hnows how much one mans cellar 1s robbed
by s butler, and the land of another underlet by
Ins steward, he can tell where the manor house 15
falling though large sums are yearly pud for repans,
and where the tennts are felling woods without the
consent of the owner

To obtan all this nteiligence he 15 ndvertently
guilty of a thousand acts of trcachery  1le sces no
mans servant without draimng him of his trust, he
enters no fimuly without flattering the children mto
discoveries , he 1s 1 perpetual spy upon the doors of
his neighbours , and knows by long experience, at
whatever distance, the looks of a creditor, a bor-
rower, a lover, and a pimp

Nugaculus 1s not 1! natured, and therefore his 1n
dustry h1s not hitherto been very mischievous to
others, or dangerous to himself but since he can

not
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not eyjoy this knowledge but by discoveimg 1t, and,
if he had no other motve to loquacity, 15 obhged
to traffick hke the chymists, and puichase one secict
with another ; he 1s every day more hated as he s
more hnown, for he 1s considered by great numbers
us one that has then famec and thenn happmess n ius
power, and no man can much love hnn of whom he
lives m fear.

Thus has an intention, innocent at first, if not
Jaudable, the intention of regulating Ins own beha-
viour by the evperience of others, by an accidental
declension of mmutencss, betrayed Nugaculus, not
only to a foohsh, but vitious waste of a life which
might have been honourably passed m public services,
or domestich vuntues. Ide has lost lus original mten-
tion, and given up lus mind to employments that
engross, but do not impiove it.
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Nuvun 104 Satvnpsy, Mareh 16, 1751

Nkl oot gved eredere de ae
Nea poin Juvewar

Nere eer rarets 1yjericles of praae

'1‘ H L apparnnt msufficiency of every intdnudual
to lus onn happiness or eafets, compuls us to
ceh from o another # st tnce and <upport The
neces ity of jomt cflorts for the execution of uny
great or ¢ en e desn, the vanety of povers
diresgminated n the speaies, and the proportion by
tween the defeets und exediencres of difforant per
sons, demand sn aterdhmge of hedp and commu
nication of intdligence, and by frequent seeproca
tons of beneficence umte mohsnd an oucty and
friendship

It enn be wmagned that there ever was notime
when the mhabitants of v country were mn state
of cquility, withont distincion of rouk, or pecu
lunity of pos essions, it 18 reisonuble to bel v thit
esery man was then loved o proportion ns he
could contribute by lus <trength or lis shill, to
the supply of natural wants, there was then hittle
room for peevish dishibe, or cupricioss favour, the
affcction adnntted nto the hewrt was rather esteem
than tenderness, und hindness was only purchased
by benefits  But when by foree or policy, by wisdom
or by fortune, propcrty and superonity were mtro
duced and established, so that many were condenned

Voo V r to
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to labow fou the support of a few, then they whoswc
posscssions swelled above then wants, naturally Jaud
out then superflutics upon pleasure, and those who
could not gam friendsinp by necessary ofhices, endea-
vomed to promote then mterest by lusuions gratifica-
tions, and to cieate needs, which they nught be courted
to supply.

The desiies of mankmd are much more numerous
than then attammients, and the capacty ot imagina-
tion much larger than actual enjoyment  Multitudes
are therefore unsatisfied with their allotment, and he
that hopes to mprove his condition by the fasour of
another, and cither finds no room for the exertion of
gicat qualitics, o1 perceives himselt excelled by Ius
uvals, will, by other eapedients, endeavom to be-
come agmeeable where he cannot be wmpoitant, and
lecain, by degices, to number the ard of pleasme
among the most useful studies, and most valuable
acquisitions

This ait, hke otheis, 15 cultivated m proportion
to 1ts usefulness, and will always floutish most wheie
1t 1s most 1ewarded ; for thns 1cason we find it prac-
tised with great assiduity under absolute governments,
where honouts and 1iches are in the hands of one
man, whom all cndeavour to propitiate, and who
soon becomes so much accustomed to comphance and
officiousness, as not casily to find, mn the most
dehcate addiess, that novelty which 15 necessary to
procurc attention

It 1s discovered by a very few espeniments, that
no man 1s much pleased with a. companion, who
does not crease, n some 1espect, his fondness of
himself; and, theiefoie, he that wishes rather to be

led
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led forward to prospenty by the gentle hand of
favour, than to force lus way by labour and ment,
must consider with more care how to display us
patrons excellencies than Iis own, tht whenever
he approaches, he may fill the magwation with
pleasing dreams, and chase away disgust and
weariness by a perpetual succession of delightful
unages

This may, indeed, sometimes be effected by turn
g, the attention upon adsantages which are really
possessed, or upon prospects which reason spreads
before hope, for whoever can deserve or require to
be courted, has generally, either from naturc or
from fortune, gifts, wiich he may review wath
satisfaction, and of which, when he 1s artfully re
called to the contemplation, he will seldom be dis
pleased

Dut those who hwe once degraded their under-
standing to an application only to the passions and
who have lcarned to deuve hope from any other
sources than mdustry and virtue, seldom retam dig-
nity and magnammity sufficient to defend them
agamst the constant recurrence of temptation to
falsehood ~ He that 15 too deswous to be loved,
will soon learn to flatter, and when he has ex
hausted all the varations of honest piaise and can
dehight no longer with the civility of truth, he will
wvent new topicks of panegyiich, and break out
mto raptures at virtues and beauties conferred by
himself .

The drudgeries of dependance would, iud ed
be aggravated by hopelessness of success 1f no m
dulgence was alloved to adulation  He that will

r2 obstinatcly
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obstinately confine his patron to hear only the com-
mendations which he deserves, will soon be forced
to give way to others that regale him with moe
compass of musick The greatest human virtue
bears no pioportion to human vamty. We alnays
think owselves better than we are, and aie gene-
vally desirous that others should think us still bet-
ter than we think owselves. To praise us for
actions or dispositions which deserve praise, is not
to. confer a benefit, but to pay a tribute. We
have always pretensions to fame, which, m our
own heaits, we know to be disputable, and which
we are desirous to stiengthen by a new suffrage ;
we have always hopes which we suspect to be fal-
lacious, and of which we eagerly snatch at every
confiimation.

It may, indeed, be proper fo make the first ap-
proaches under the conduct of truth, and to secure
aedit to future encomums, by such praise as may
be ratified by the conscience; but the mind once
habituated to the lusciousness of. eulogy, becomes,
in a short time, nice and fastidious, and, like a
vitated palate, 1s incessantly callng for higher
gratifications.

It is scaicely credible to what degree discernment
may be dazzled by the mist of pride, and wisdom
infatuated by the intexication of flattery, or how
low the gemus may descend by successive gradations
of serwility, and how swiftly 1t may fall down
the piecipice of falsehood No man can, mndeed,
abserve, without mndignation, on what names, both
of anuent and modern times, the utmost exuberance
of praise has been lavished, and by what hands 1t

has
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has been bestowed It has never yet been found,
that the tyrant, the plunderer, the oppressor, the
most hateful of the hateful, -the most profigate of
the profhgate, have been demed any celebrations
which they were willing to purchase, or that wiched-
ness and folly have not found correspondent flatterers
through all their subordinations, except when they
hwe been assocated with avarice or poverty,
and have wanted either mnclination or ability to hire &
panegyrist.

As there 15 no chatacter so deformed as to fight
away from it the prostitutes of prawse, there 15 no
degree of encomastich veneration which pride has
refused  The emperors of Rome suffered themselves
to be worshipped 1a therr lives wath altars and sacnifices,
and, 1 an age more cnlightened, the terms peculiar
to the praisc and worship of the Supreme Bemng, have
been applied to wretches whom 1t was the reproach of
humanity to number among men, and, whom nothing
but riches or power hindered those that read or wrote
their desfication, from hunting nto the toils of justice,
as disturbers of the peace of nature.

There are, mdeed, many smong the poetical flatter-
ers, who must be resigned to infamy without vindication,
and whom we must confess to have deserted the cause
of virtue for pay they have commtted, agamst full
conviction, the crime of obliterating the distinchions
between good and ewvil, and, mstead of opposing the
encroachments of vice, havc incited her progress, and
celebrated her conquests  But there 1s a lower class
of sycophants, whose understanding has not made
them capable of equal gmlt Lvery man of ligh

?3 raol
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rank 1s suriounded with numbers, who have no
other rule of thought or action, than his maxims, and
his conduct, whom the honour of being numbered
among s acquaintance reconciles to all lis wvices,
and all his absurdities, and who easily persuade them-
selves to esteem him, by whose 1egard they consider
themselves as distinguished and exalted.

It 1s dangerous for mean minds to venture them-
selves within the sphere of greatness Stupidity is
soon blinded by the splendour of w ealth, and cowardice
1s easily fettered 1n the shackles of dependance. To
solicit patronage, 1s, at least, 1n the event, to set virtue
to sale  None can be pleased without praise, and few
can be praised without falseoood, few can be assiduous

without servility, and none can be servile without
corruption.
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Nump 105 Turspay, Mach 19, 1751

Ammorum
Impulsu ct cacd magnd jue cuprdine ducts Juv

Y aun man runs headlong to caprice resignd
Impelld by pa sion and with folly blind

W AS lately considering  among other objects
of speculation, the new attempt of an wmzersul
2¢guster, an office, 1n which ¢iery man tnay lodge an
accolint of his superfluitics and wants, of whatever he
destres to purchase o1 to <cll My 1magmation soon
presented to me the latitude to which thus design may
be extended by mtegnty and ndustry, and the ad-
vantages which mny be justly hoped from a general
mart of mtelligence, when once 1ts reputation shall be
s0 established, that neither reproach nor fraud shall be
feared from it, when an apphcition to 1t shall not be
censured as the lust resource of desperation, nor its
informattons  suspected as the fortuitou. suggestions
of men obliged not to appear ignorant A plice
where every exuberance may be discharged, and every
defictency supphied , where every lanful pission may
find 1ts gratifications, and every honust curiosity 1e
caive satisfaction  wheie the stock of a nation, pecu
mary and irtellectual, may be brought together, and
where all conditions of humamty may hope to find
relief, pleasure, and accommodation must equally
deserve the attention of the merchant and philosopler,
of him who mingles m the tumult of busmness, and
him who only lives to amuse hunself with the various
P4 employ-
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employments and pursuits of others. Nor will 1t be
an unmstiucting school to the gicatest masters of me-
thod and despatch, if such multipheity can be pre-
served irom embarrassment, and such tumuit from

maccmacy
While I was concerting this splendid project, and
filling my thoughts with 1ts regulation, its conveni-
encies, 1ts variety, and its consequences, I sunk ga-
dually mto slumber; but the same images, though
less distinct, still continued to float upon my fancy.
I percerved myself at the gate of an immense edifice,
where mnumeiable multitudes were passing without
confusion, every face on which I fixed my eyes,
scemed settled mn the contemplation of some import-
ant puipose, and cvery foot was hastened by eager-
ness and eapectation I followed the crowd without
knowing winther I should be diawn, and remamned a
while m the unpleasmg state of an 1dler, where all
other bemgs were busy, giving place every moment
to those who had moie mmportance m thewr looks.
Ashamed to stand 1gno1ant, and afiaid to ask questions,
at last I saw a lady sweeping by me, whom, by the
quickness of her eyes, the agihty of ber steps, and
a mnture of lewity and impatience, T knew to be
my long-loved piotectiess, Currosity  * Great
“ goddess,” said I, “may thy votay be peimitted
“ to mploie thy favour, if thou bast been my di-
rectress from the first dawn of reason, 1f I have
folloned thee thiough the maze of hfe with mva-
riable fidehty; if I have tuined to every new call,
and _quitted at thy nod one pursuit for another,
1f I have never stopped at the mvitations of for-
tung, nov fogot thy authonty in the bowers of
‘“ pleasure,

<<
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« pleasure, mform me now whither chanee has con-
¢ ducted me”
¢ Thou art now,” rcphed the <miling power,
“*m the presence of Justict, and of TruTit, whom
the father of gods and men his <cnt down to regrs
ter the demands and pretenstons of mankind, that
the world may vt lst be reduced to order, and that
none may complam hereafter of bung doomed to
tashs for which they are unquabficd, of posscesing
faculties for which they cannot find employment,
or virtues that languwish unobserved for want of
opportumties to exert them, of bemg cncumbered
with superfluities wiich they would willingly re
sign, or of wasting away 1n desies which ought
to be satisfied  JusTick 15 now (o examine every
mtns wishes, and 1 nuti 18 to record them, Jet
us approach and observe the progress of this great
transaction
She then moved forward, and 1ruTi, who hnew
her among the most faithful of her followers, beckon
ed her to advance, tll wewere placed near the seat
of Justice  The first who required the assistance
of the office, came forward with a slow pace, and tu
mour of digmty, and shaking a weighty purse m lis
hand, demanded to be registered by Trory, as the
Macevas of the present age, the chief encourager
of literry menit, to whom men of learning and wit
mght apply 1 any exigence or distress with certuinty
of succour  Justick very mildly mquived, whether
he had calculated the expense of such 2 declaration ?
whether he had been mformed what number of petr
tioners would swarm about um? whether he could
distinguish 1dlencss and neghgence from  calamuty,
osten-
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ostentation from knowledge, or vhacity from wit?
To thesc questions he seemed not well provided with
a reply, but repeated his desne to be iecorded as a
patron JusticE then offered to register lus proposal
on these conditions, that he should never suffer him-
self to be flattered , that he should never delay an
audience when he had nothing to do, and that he
should never euncourage followers without ntending
to reward them. These terms were too haid to Dbe
accepted, for what, said he, 1sthe end of patronage,
but ihe pleasure of reading dedications, holding mul-
titudes 1 suspense, and enjoying theiwr hopes, then
fears, and thewr anxety, flattering them to assiduity,
and, at last, dismissing them for 1mpatience ? JusTick
heaid his confession, and ordered his name to be post-
ed upon the gate among cheats and 1obbers, and
publick nuwisances, which all were by that notice
wained to avoid.

Another requuned to be made known as the disco-
veier of a new art of education, by which languages
and sciences nmught be taught to all capacities, and all
mchnations, without fear of pumshment, pam of con-
finement, loss of any part of the gay mmen of igno-
rance, or any obstiuction of the necessary progiess in
diess, dancing, o1 cards.

Justice and TruTHs did not trouble this great adept
with many inquuies, but finding Ius addiess awkwaid
and lus speech barbarous, ordered lum to be registered
as a tall fellow who wanted employment, and might
Serve 1 any post where the knowledge of reading and
writing was not required

A man of a very giave and philosophick aspect, 1e-
juned notice to be given of his intention to set out,

a celtain
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a certam day, on a submanne vy e and of tuswil
limgness to tuhe m passenger for noanerc thm double
the price at ulich they maght <al wbove water s
desire was granted and fie retired to o consenent
stand, 1 gxpectation of filing lus ship and rowing
rich m a short time by the seereey, safily, and cxpe
dition of the psap

Another desired to ndvertise the curtous  that he
had, for the advancement of truc Tuowladge con
trived au optieal instrument, by v bich those who lawd
out therr industry on memormls of the chinges of the
wind, might obserse the direction of the weather-
cochs on the hitherstde of the lunar world

Another + 1shed to be hnown s the nathor of an
mvention, by which aittes or hndoms un it be made
warm 1 winter by a single fire, n hettle, and pipe
Amother had a selncle by which a man might nd de
fiance to floods, and continue flowng 1w an muenda
tion without any meomvenienee, till the water should
subside  Tusrice considered these projects 1 of no
importance but to ther authors, and therefoie scireely
condescended to exmmme them, but Lru'ru refused
to admit them mto the regrster

Twenty different pretenders cune 1 one hour to
give notice of an uniersal mediane by winch all
diseases might be cured or prevented, ind hiie protracted
beyond the age of Nestor  But Justicr mformed
them, that onc umversal medicme was suflicient, and
she should dtlay the notatication till she saw who could
longest prescrve s own hife

A thousand other clums and offcrs were exhibited
and examined I remarhed, wmong this ighty mul
titude, that, of intellectual advantiges, may had

great
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great exuberance, and few confessed any want, of
every ait theie were a hundied professors for a single
pupil, but of other attanments, such as riches, ho-
nours, and pieferments, I found none that had too
much, but thousands and ten thousands that thought
themselves entitled to a larger dividend,

1t often happened, thatall misers, and women ma-
11ed at the close of hife, advertised themr want of chil-
dien, nor was 1t uncommon for those who had a nu-
merous offspumng, to give notice of a son or daughter
to he spared; but, though appearances promised well
on both sides, the bargain seldom succeeded , for they
soon lost their mclination to adopted children, and
proclaimed their ntentions to piomote some scheme
of publick chanity a thousand proposals were imme-
diately made, among which they hesitated till death
precluded the decision

As I stood looking on this scene of confusion,
TruTH condescended to ask me, what was my busi-
ness at her office? I was struck with the unexpected
question, and awaked by my efforts to answer it.
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Nuus 106  Saturnay, March 23, 1751

Opanton urs commenta delet dies na ura yudicta confirmat Cic

Time obliterates the fictions of opuuon, und confisns the de
cisions of nature

I' 15 necessary to the success of flattery, that it be
accommoduted to particular circumstances or cha-
racters, and enter the heart on that side where the
prssions stand ready to recene it A lady chlom
bstens with attention to any praic but that of her
Leauty, a merchantalways expects to hear of s
fluence at the banh, s importunce on the cxchange,
the height of lus credit, and the cxtent of ins truffich
and the author will scarcely be pleised without lamen
tations of the neglect of learming the conspiracies
agamst gemus, and the slow progress of mertt, or
some pruses of the magnammnty of tho e who ¢n
counter poverty and contempt m the cwse of know-
ledge and trust for the rew wd of thewr labours to the
Judgment and grautude of postenty
An pssurance of unfading laurcls, and immortal
reputation, 1s the settled reciprocation of ciility be-
tncen amicable wrters  To raise monuments more
durable than brass, and more conspicuous than pyra-
muds, has been Jong the common boast of hiterature ,
but, among the mnumerable architects that erect co-
Jumns to themselves, far the greater part, either for
want of durable materials, or of art to dispose them
see their edihces perish as they are towermg to com-
pletion,
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pletion, and those few that for a while attiact the cye
of mankind, aiegenerally weah in the foundation, and
soon sink by the saps of time

No place affords a more stuking comiction of the
vamty of human hopes, than a publick ihary, for
who can see the wall cowded on evary side by nnghty
volumes, the woiks ot lahorious meditation, and ac-
cutate mquiry, now scarcely known but by the cata-
logue, and preserved only to cicase the pomp of
learning, without considermg how many howms have
been wasted m vam endeavowrs, how often imagna-
tion has antidipated the prases of futunty, how many
statucs have 11sen to the eye of vanity, how many
1deal converts have clevated zeal, how often wit has
caulted 1 the eternal infamy of Ins antagonists and
dogmatism has delighted n the gradual advances of
his authonty, the immutabihity of Ius decrees, and
the perpetwty of lus power ?

- Non unquam dedit
Documenta fors majora, quam fragils loco
Starent superbr

Insulting chance ne’er call’d w.th louder voice,
On swelling mortals to be proud no moie

Of the mnumeiable authors whose performances
are thus ticasured up 1n magnificent obscurity, most
are forgottcn, because they never deseived to be 1e-
membeied, and owed the honows which they once
obtaned, not to' judgment o1 to genius, to labour o1
to art, but to the prejudice of faction, the stiatagem
of mtrigue, or the servility of adulation.

Nothing
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Nothiag 15 more common than to find men who ¢
worhs mic now totally neglected, mentioned with
pruses by therr contemporaric  as the oradles of
thar age, and the legishitors of suence  Curiosity
15 naturlly excited, thew volumes afier long mquiry
are found but seldom renard the Ibour of the  eaich
Lvery period of time has produced these bubbles of
artificial fime, which are hept up 2 while by the
breath of fastuon, aud then break at once, and are
anminlated  The Jearned often bewaml the loss of
ancient writers whose chareters hve survined their
worhs, but, perhaps, if we could now retrieve them,
we should find them only the Gramudlics, Mlontagues,
Stepneys and Sheffields of their ime, and wonder by
what mfatuation or caprice they could be rared to
notice

It cannot however, be demed, that many have
sunk 1nto obhivion, whom 1t were unjust to number
with this despicable class  Vanous kinds of literary
fame ceem destinud to vartous measures of duration
Some sprend nto exuberance with 2 very speedy
growth, but soon wather and decay, some rise more
slonly, but last long  Parnassus has 1ts floners of
transtent fragrance, as well as its oaks of towering
height and 1ts laurels of eternal verdme

Among those whose reputation 1s exhausted n a
short time by its own lusunance, are the wnters who
take advantage of present mcdents or characters
which strongly interest the passions, and engage um
versal attentton It 1 not difficult to obtam readers,
when we discuss a question which every one 15 destrous
to understand, which 1s debated 1n €sery assembly,
and has divided the nation mnto parties, or when

we
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we display the faults or viitues of lum whose publick
conduct has made almost every man his enemy or
Ins fuend. To the quick cnculation of such pro-
ductions all the motives of mterest and vamty con-
cur, the disputant enlarges s knowledge, the zealot
ammates his passion, and cvelry man 1s desirous to
infoom lumself conceining affairs so vehemently agi-
tated and vartously represented.

It 1s scarcely to be imagined, thiough how many
suboidinations of intetest the ardour of paity is dif-
fused, and what multitudes fancy themselves affected
by every satne or panegyiickh on a man of cminence
Whoever has, at any time, taken occasion to men-
tion lum with praise or blame, whoever happens to
love or hate any of his adherents, as he wishes to
confirm his opmon, and to strengthen his paity,
will diligently peruse every paper from which he can
hope for sentiments like his own. An object, how-
ever small 1n 1tself, if placed near to the eye, will
engioss all the 1ays of hight, and a tiansaction, how-
ever tuvial, swells into importance when 1t presses
immediately on our attention. He that shall peruse
the political pamphlets of any past reign, will wonder
why they were so eageily read, or so loudly praised.
Many of the performances which had power to in-
flame factions, and fill a kingdom with confusion,
have now very little effect upon a figid citick , and
the time is coming, when the compositions of later
bnelings shall lie equally despised In piropoition
as those who write on temporary subjects a1e exalted
above thewr ment at fist, they are afteiwaids de-
pressed below 1t, nor can the brightest elegance of
diction, or most artful subtilty of 1easoning, hope

for
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for <o mtch esteem from tho ¢ whoe regand 15 no
longer quichened by cunoaty or pride

It 1 mdeed, the fate of controverticts, even when
they cortend for plalosophienl or theolomenl tanth,
to be soon Iudaside and <highted T ather the que ton
15 deerded, and there 15 no more plice for doubt and
oppositon, or mankind despur of understanding 1t,
and grow weany of disturbince, content thuneclies
with quict imorance, and refuce to be harsed with
Inbours which they hwe no hopes of recompen m,
with knowledge

The authors of new  diccorenits may surdy expect
to be rechoned nmong tho ¢ who ¢ wnungs ere
sccure of veneration  vet st often bappens that the
gener1l reception of o doctrine obscures the books
m wlich it was delnared  When any tenet 35 gene-
rilly recened and adopted as an ncontrovertible
prnciple, we seldom look back to the arguments
upon which it was first cstablished, or can bear that
tediousness of deduction, and muluphuty of tadene,
by which its nuthor was forced to reconale 1t to
prejudice, and fortify 1t n the weahness of novelty
agamnst obstinacy and emy

It 15 well hnown how much of our plilosophy 1s
dernad from Boyle s discovery of the qualities of the
air, yet of those who now adopt or enlarge Ins theory,
very few have read the detml of lus cvperiments
His namne 1s, indeed, reverenced , but s worhs arc
neglected we are contented to hnow, thit he con
quered Ins opponents, without nquining, what cavils
were produced agamst hum, or by what proofs they
were confuted

VoL V Q Some
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Some writers apply themselves to studies boundless
and mexhaustible, as expeniments in natwal philo-
sophy  These aie always lost 1n successive compila-
tions, as ncw advances ae made, and former ob-
scivations becomne moie famiar.  Others  spend
then lives m 1emarks on language, or ciplanations
of antiquities, and only aftord materials for lexico-
aiaphers and commentators, who arc themselves
overwhelmed by subsequent collectors, that cqually
destioy the memory of their predecessors by amphfi-
cation, tiansposition, or contraction  Ivery new
system of natwe gives birth to a swarm of expositors,
whose business 13 to explain and illustiate 1t, and who
can hope to exist no longer than the founder of their
sect preseives his 1eputation.

Theic are, mdeed, few hinds of composition fiom
which an authoi, however learned or ingentous, can
hope a long cotmuance of fame. Ile who has care-
fully studicd human nature, and can well descuibe 1,
may with most 1eason flatter Ins ambition  Bacon,
among all his pretensions to the regaid of posterity,
scems to have pleased himself chiefly with his Essays,
which come home to men’s business and bosoms, and of
which, theiefore, he declaies Ins cipectation, that
they wall lrve as long as books last. 1t may, however,
satisfy an honest and benevolent mind to have been
useful, though less coenspicuous; nor will he that
extends his hope to higher 1ewards, be so much
anxous to oltamn piaise, as to discharge the duty
wlhich Providence assigns him
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She ¢ame down, with the gencral acclvmation of
Al the powers that favom letrmng Iopr danced
beforc her and LinErarrry stood at her side, ready
to scatter by her direction the gits wlich lorTuNE,
who followed her, was commanded to supply As
she advanced towards Parnassus the cloud which hnd
long hung over 1t was immediately dispelled  The
shades, before withered with dronght spread their
origmal verdure, nd the flowers 'that had Innguished
with chiiness brightened their colours, and mvigorated
their scents the Mu es tuned their harps and exerted
then voices, and all the concert of nature welcomed
her arrival !

On Pai nassus she fixed her residence m a palice
raised by the Sciences, and *adorned with wh itever
could delight the eye elevate the imagmation, or
enlarge the understanding  Here she dipeised the
gifts of TorTuNE with the mmputialty of JusTIcE,
and the discernment of Tro1r  Ha gate stood al-
ways open and Horw sat at the portal, mwiting to
entranice all whom the ScizncEs numbered'm therr
tram  The court was therefore thronged with mnu
merable multitudes, of whom, though many returned
disappornted, scldom any had confidence to complam,
for PATRONAGE wias known to neglect few, but for
want of the due claims to her regard | Thase, there
fore, who had solicited her favour without success,
generally withdren from publieh notice, jand . exther
diverted their attention to meaner employments, s ér
endeavoured to supply théir deficiencies by closer
apphcation T U I

In time, however, the number of those who had
mlscamed(m their pretensions grew so great,..that

they
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To the RAMBLER

DEear Srr,
f E“HOUGH, as my mamma tells me, I am too

young to talk at the table, I have great plea-
sure  lhistening to the conversation of leained men,
especially when they discomse of things which I do
not undeistand, and have, therefoie, been of late
patticularly delighted with many disputes about the
alteration of the style, which, they say, 1s to be made
by act of paithament.

One day when my mamma was gonc out of the
1oom, I asked a very great schclar what the style was ?
He told me, he was afiaid I should hardly under-
stand him when he informed me, that it was the
stated and established method of computing time.
It was not, mdeed, likely that I should understand
hun , for I never yet knew time computed m my
hfe, nor can imagme why we should be at so much
trouble to count what we cannot keep He did not
tell me whether we are to count the time past, or
the ume to come, but I have consideied them both
by myself, and thnk it as foolish to count time that
15 gone, as money that 1s spent, and as for the time
which 1> to come, 1t only seems faither off by count-
g, and, therefore, when any pleasuie s promised
me, I always thnk of the time as little as I can

I have since histened very attentively to every one
that talked upon this subject, of whom the greater part
secem not to understand 1t better than myself; for
though they often hint how much the nation has
been mistaken, and 1ejoice that we are at last grow-

mg wiser than our ancestors, I have never been
able
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able to discover fiom them, that any body has died
sooncr or been mariied later for counting tune wiong,
and, therefore, I began to fincy that there was a great
bustle with little consequence

At last two friends of my papn, Mr Cycl, and
Mr Starhght, bemg 1t scems, both of lngh leamn
mg and able to mike an almanack, began to tall
bout the new style Swect Mr Stwlight—1 amn
sure I shall love lis nimeas long as I Ine, for he
told Cycle roundly, with a fierce Jooh, that we should
never be right without « yem of confision  Denr
Mr Ravueres, dd you cvar hear any thing so
cha:ming? a wlhiole year of confusion! When thae
has been aroutatmamma’s, I have thought one mght
of confusion worth 2 thousand nights of 1cst and »f
I can but sce a year of confusion a whale year, of
cards m one room <nd dancings 1n another, here a
feast, and there « masquerade, aud plays, and coxches,
and hurries, wd messages and muliners, and rps at
the door, and viaits and froals, ard new fashions,
I shall not care what they do with the rest of the
time, wor whother they count i by the old stle or
the new  for I -un resolved to breal loose from the
nursery 1 the tumult, and play my part among the
rest, and 1t will be strange if I cannot get a husband
and a chariot m the year of confusion

Cycle, who 15 netther sq young nor so handsome as
Starlight, very gvely maumtuned, that all the per
plesity may be avoided by leaping ova eleven days
m the reckonmg , and mdeed, 11 1t should come
only to this, I think tle new style 15 2 delightful
thing , for my mammn 1ys I shall go to comt when
T am sixteen, and if they cwn but contrive often to

Q3 lep
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leap over cleven days togethes, the months of 1estramt
will soon be at end It 15 stiange, that with all
the plots that have been laid agminst time, they could
never il it by act of parhament before.  Dear Sn,
if you have any vote o miteres!, get them but for once
to destioy cleven months, and then I <hall be as
old as somec mamned ladies  But tins 15 desned
only if you thinh they will not comply with M
Starhght s scheme, for nothing <mely could pleasc
me like a vear of confuston, when I sholl no longer
be fixed this howr to my pen and the next to my
needle, or wait at home for the danang-master one
day, and the neat for the musich-master, but 1
fiom ball to ball, and fiom dium to dium, and spend
all my tume without tashs, and without account, and
go out without tellmg whither, and come home with-
out regard to prescubed hows, or fanuly-1ules.
I am, SIR,
Yow humble Seivant,
ProrrraNTIA,

M1 RAnBLER,

E was seized this moinmg with an unusual pen-
siveness, and, finding that books only seived to
hewghten 1t, took a ramble mto the fields, m hopes
of 1elief and mvigoration fiom the keenness of the

an and bnightness of the sun
As I wandered wrapped up in thought, my eycs
weic stiuck with the hospital for the 1cception of
deseited mfants, which I smveyed with pleasuie, till,
by a natmal tian of sentiment, I began to 1eflect
on the fate of the motheis  For to what shelter can
they
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they fly = Only to the arms of ther betryer, which
perbaps we now no longer open to recenc them
and then how quich must be the tnsition fiom de
luded virtue to shameless gwlt, and fiom shamcless
gult to hopeless wretehedne.s !

The angut b that T felt left me no rest tll T had,
by your means, addreseed mysclf to the publich on
behalf of those forlorn creatuies, the women of the
town whose mi ery here might satisfy the maost 1t
golous censol, and whose particip ion of our com
mon nature mght surely nduce us to endewour, at
least, therr preservation fiom ctern il pumshment

These weie all once, if not vuntuous, at Ieast i
nocent and might stll hawe continued Dhimcless
and easy, but for the arts and msnuattons of the e
whose rank, fortune, or education, fuinmhed them
with means to corrupt or to delude them  Let the
libertme reflect 1 moment on the situation of that
woman, who beng forsahen by her betrayer, 15 re
duced to the necessity of turnmg prostitute for bread,
and judie of the cnormity of s gwilt by the evils
whieli 1t produces

It cannot be doubted, but that numbers follow tins
drcadful course of Iife, with shame, horiour, ind 1o
gret, but where cn they hope fov1efuge » « Lhe corld
1s not then friend, nor the worlds lae  Iherr sighs
and tears, and groans, arg crimind n the eye of ther
tyrnts  the bully and the band, who fatten on thewr
nusery, and thieaten them with want or 2 gaol if they
show the least design of escaping fiom their bondage

“ To wipe all teus fiom oft all ficc, 1sa tasl
too hard for mortals, but to alleviate msfortunes 1s
often wathu thy most limited powa  yet the oppor

Q4 fumtics
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tumties which cvery day affords of 1clieving the most
wietched of human bemgs aie overlooked and ne-
glected, with equal disiegard of policy and goodness

Theie are places, indeed, set apmt, to which these
unhappy cicatuies may 1esort, when the discases of m-
contmence seize upon them , but if they obtain a cwe,
to what are they 1cduced ? Ilther to retuin with the
small rainaws of beauty to then former gult, o1 perish
i the stieets with nakedness and hunger

Ilow fiequently have the gay and thoughtless, m
then evening fiolichs, scen a band of these miscrable
females, coveied with 1ags, shivening with cold, and
pming with hunger ; and, without cither pitying ther
calamitics, or 1eflectng upon the ciuclty of thosc
who peirhaps first seduced them by caiesses of fond-
ness, or magnificence of promiscs, go on to reduce
others to the same wietchedness by the same means

To stop the meiease of this deplorable multitude,
is undoubtedly the first and most pressing consider-
ation To pevent evil 15 the gieat end of govern-
mient, the end for which vigilance and seventy me
propeily employed. But suely those whom passion
or mteiest have alieady depraved, have some claim
to compassion, fiom bemgs equally fiail and falhible
with themselves  Noi will they long groan m their
present afflictions, 1f none weie to 1efuse them relief
but those that owe then cxempuion fiom the same
distress only to then wisdom and their viitue.

Iam, §c.

Articus
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Nuap 108 Saturpay, Mach 30, 175

Sapere aude,
Incipe T rends rectd qui prorvogat horam
DPustrcus expectat dum defuat amms  at alle
Labtur Slabetur 1 omne volubilis @cuira Hor.

Pegin be bold and ventare to be wise
e who defers hus work from day to day
Does on 2 river s bank expecting sty
Till the whole stream, which toppd um should be gone
That run., and as 1t runs for eser wall ruii on
Cowrey

N ancient poet, unreasonably discontented At
the present state of things, which hi> system of
opmions obliged lum to represent mn its worst form
has observed of tne earth, * that 1ts greater part 15
“ co cred by the unmmhabitable ocean, that of the
“ rest some 15 encumbered with naked mountams,
“ and seme lost under barren sands, some scorched
“ with unmtermitted heat, and some petrified with
“ perpetual fiost so that only 1 few 1e310ns remam
¢ for the production of fruits, the pasturc of cattle,
“ and the accommodation of man
The same observation may be transferred to the
time allotted us 1 our present stite Yhen we have
deducted all that 13 absoibed 1 sleep all that 15 mne-
vitably appropria ed to the demands of nature, or
wresistibly engrossed by the tyranry of custom all
that passes n regulatng the superficial decorations
of hife, or 15 gven up i the reciprocations of civi

Ity
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lity to the disposal of others, all that is torn from
us by the violence of disease, or stolen imperceptibly
away by lassitude and languor, we shall fmd that
pat of our dwation very small of wlneh we can
fiuly call owsclves masters, or which we can spend
wholly at our own choice Many of our hours are
lost m a rotation of petty cares, i a constant 1ecur-
rence of the same employments, many of our pio-
visions for ease or happmess are always eshausted by
the piesent day, and a gicat pait of cur custence
serves no other purpose, than that of cnabling us to
enjoy the rest.

Of the few moments which aie left in our dis-
posal, 1t may reasonably be expected, that v.e should
be so fiugal, as to let none of them shp fiom us
without some equivalent; and perhaps 1t mught be
found, that as the caith, howcver straitened by 1ocks
and waters, 1s capable of producing moie than all
its mhabitants aic able to consume, our lives, though
much contractzd by mncaidental distraction, would yet
afford us a laige space vacant to the exercise of rea-
son and wirtue, that we want not time, but diligence,
for gieat performances, and that we squander much
of our allowance, even while we think it spaiing and
insuffictent

This natural and nccessary commuinution of our
lives, perhaps, often makes us insensible of the ne-
ghigence with wlich we suffer them to shde away.
We never consider ourselves as possessed at once of
tine sufficient for any meat design, and theiefore
indulge ourselves m fortuitous amusements  We
thiok 1t unnecessary 1o take an account of a few su-
peraumelrary moments, which, however cmployed,

could
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could have produced Ittle advantage, and which
were exposed to a thousand chances of disturbance
and mterruption

It 15 obscrvable that, eithier by nature or by habit,
our faculties are fitted to 1mages of a certun extent,
to which we adjust great things by division, and little
thing by accumuhtion Of cxtensne surfaces we
cin only take < suriey s the parts suceced one an
other, and atoms we cannot percene till they are
umtced into masses  Thus we break the vast periods
of time mto centuries and years, and thus, if we
woulds hnow the amount of moments, we must ag-
glomerate them ito d1ys and wechs

The proverbial oracles of our parsimontous an
cestors have informed us, that the fatal waste of for-
tune 1s by smnll expenses by the profusion of sums too
little singly to alarm our caution, and winch we never
suffer owselves to consider together Of the same
Lind 1s the prodizality of hfe, he that hopes to look
back hereaftr with sittsfaction upon past years, must
lexrn to know the present value of single mmutes,
and endeavow to let no particle of time fall useless
to the ground

It 15 usual for those who are advised to the attam
ment of any new qualification, to loo! upon them
selves as aequired to change the gencral course of
therr conduct to dismuss busmess, and exclude plea
sure, and to devote then days and mghts to a partt
cular attention Dut all common degrees of excel
lence are ttamable at a lower price, he that should
steadily and resolutcly assign to any science or lan
guage those 1nterstitial vacancies which intervene n
the most cronded variety of diversion or employ-

ment,
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ment, would find every day new wradiations of
knowledge, and discover how much moic is to bc
hoped fiom frequency and peiseverance, than fiom
violent cffoits and sudden desnes, efforts which are
soon remitted when they cncounter difficulty, and
deshres, which, if they aie mdulged too often, will
shake off the authouty of 1cason, and 1ange capii-
ciously from onc object to another.

The disposition to defer cvery mmportant design o
az ume of leisuie, and a state of scttled vmformty,
proceeds generally fiom a false estimate of the human
powels  If we except those- giganuick and stupen-
dous mtelligences who aic sawd to gasp a system by
intuition, and bound foiward fiom one seiies of con-
clusions to another, without 1cgular steps through
intermediate propositions, the most successful stu-
dents mefe then advances m hnowledge by shoit
flights, between each of wlich the mind may hic at
vest Lor evary single act of progicssion a shoit tune
is sufficient, and 1t1s only necessary, that whenever
that time 15 affoided, it be well employed.

Few minds will be long confined to seveie and la-
borious meditation, and when a successful attack on
knowledge has been made, the student 1ecieates him-
self wich the contemplation of Ius conquest, and foi-
bears another mcwsion, till the new-acquired tiuth
has become famihar, and lus curiosity calls upon hin
for fresh gratifications Whether the time of mter-
mission 1s spent in company, o1 m solitude, m necessary
busmess, or m voluntary levities, the undeistanding
1s equally abstracted fiom the object of mquuy, bat
perhaps, if 1t be detamned by occupations less pleas-
mg, it 1etwns again o study with greater alacity,

than



N 108 THL RAMBLLR 237

than when 1t 15 glutted with 1deal pleasures, and sur-
feited with mtemperance of apphcaton  He thit
sill not suffer mmself to be discouraged by fancied
mpossibilittes, may somctimes find his abihiies mvi-
gorated by the necessity of exerting them 1 short -
tervals, 1s the force of a current 15 mcicased by the
contraction of 1ts channel
I'rom some cause bhe this, it has probably pro
ceeded, that among those who hate contributed to
the advancement of learning, many have ricen to
emmence 1 opposition to all the obstacles which
external arcumstances could place m  their way,
amdst the tumult of business, the distresses of po
verty, or the dissipations of a2 wanderng and ung
settled statc A great part of the hfe of Zrasmus
vwas one continual percgination, 1l supplied with
the gifts of fortune, and led from aty to aty,
and from hmgdom to hingdom, by the hopes of
patrons and preferment, hopes which alnays flat-
tered and alw 1ys deceved lum  he yet found means,
by unshaken constancy, and a wigilant improve
ment of those hours, which, m the mudst of the
most rtestle s activity, will 1eman unengaged, to
wnte more than another m the same condition
would have hoped to 1ead  Compelled by want
to attendance and solicatation, and so much versed
m common life, that he has transmitted to us the
most perfct delineation of the manners of lus age,
he jomed to his knowledge of the world, such ap
plication to books, that he will stand for ever m
the first rank of hterary herces How this pro-
fictency was obtamed he sufficiently discovers by
mforming us, that the Prawse of Tolly, one of Ins
most
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most celcbrated peciformances, was composcd by
lum on the 10ad to ftaly, ne fotwm tllud tcmpus
quo equo jiut wmsidendum, illteratis fabulis terrerctur,
lest the hows which he was obliged to spend on
hoiseback should be tattled away without regaid to
literatuic.

An Jtalian philosopher expressed m s motto, that
time was lus estate ;. an estate mdeed, which will pro-
duce nothing without cultivation, but will always
abundantly repay the labows of industry, and sa-
tisfy the most extensive desnes, if no pait of 1t be
suffered to hie waste by neghgence, to be overrun
with noxious plants, or laid out for show rather than
for use.
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Nuus 109 Turspay, dprd 2, 1731

Gratum st quod patna crem populogue dedists

St facis ut patrer sit idoneus utilis agris

Utils et bellorum et paces rel us agendis

I lurunum enum wntererd, quibus artibus, et quibus kune tu
Morthus tastituas Juy

Crateful the gift! a member to the state
If you that member useful shall create
Traind both to war and when the war shall cease
As fond as fit ¢ 1mprove the arts of peace
7 Tor much 1t boots which v ay you train your boy
The Lopeful object of your future joy Leisisron

lo the RAMBLER
SIR,

rﬂ“ HOUGIH jyouseem to have tahen a view
sufficiently extensive of the miseries of Iife, and
have employed much of your speculation on mournful
subjects, you have not yet erhausted the whole
stoch of human mfeliaity  There 1s still a species of
wretchedness which escipes your observation, though
it might supply you with many sage remarhs and

sulutary cautions
I cannot but mmagme the start of attention
anahened by this welcome hnt, and at this nstant
sce the Rambler snuffing huis candle, rubbing his
spectacles, stirrm,, lus fire, loching out mterruption,
and setthng himself i lus easy chair, that he may
enjoy a new calamty without disturbance  For
whether 1t be that continued sichness or msfortune
has
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has acquainted you only with the bitteiness of bemg;
or that you 1magine none but yowsclf able to discover
what I supposc has been seen and felt by all the
inhabitants of the world whether you intend your
writings as antidotal to the levity and meniment
with which your rivals endecavour to attiact the
favour of the pubhick; or fancy that you have
some paiticular powers of dolorous declamation, and
war ble out your groans with uncommon clegance or
eneigy, 1t1s certam that, whatever be your subject,
melancholy for the most part buists mn upon your
speculation, yow gayety 1s quickly overcast, and,
though your 1eaders may be flattered with hopes of
pleasantiy, they are scldom disnmssed but with
heavy heats

That I may thercfore gratify you with an imitation
of yom own syllables of sadness, I will mform you
that I was condemned by some disastious mfluence
to be an only son, boin to the apparent prospect
of a large fortune, and allotted to my parents at that
tune of life, when saticty of common divcisions allows
the mmd to mdulge paiental affection vith gecater
intensencss My buth was celebiated by the tenants
with feasts, and dances, and bagpipes- congratulations
were sent {iom every family withm ten mles round,
and my paents discorered 1 my fust cries such
tokens of futme vntue and undeistandmg, that they
declaied themselves determned to devote the 1emain-
ing pait of life to my happmess and the mncrease of
their estate

The abihties of my fathat and mother were not
perceptibly unequal, and education had given neither
much advantage over the other.  They had both

18 kept

!
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hept good company, rattled 1 chariots, ghttered in
playhouses wnd danced at court and were both ex
pert m the games that were m then time called 10 as
auntlinies agunst the intrusion of thought

When there 15 such o parity between two persons
associated for hife, the deection winch the husband,
1f he be not completely stuprd, must always suffer for
want of spperiority, sinks hum to subimsseness My
mmma thercfore governed the farmly without con
tiol and except that my father still retamed some
authouty m the stables, and, now and then, after a su
pernumerary bottle, broke alooking gliss or china di h
to prose his sovereignty, the whole course of the year
was regulated by her direcuan, the servants recened
from her all thewr orders, and the tenants were con
tinued or dismissed at her discretion

Ske therefore thought herself enntled to the super-
mtendence of her sons education, and when my
father, at the mstigation of the parson, funtly pro
posed that I should be sent to school, very posinely
told him, that she should not suffer so fine a chid to
be rined, that she never hnew any boys at a gram
mar school that could come into a room without
blushing oF sit at the table without some anhwand
uneasiness , that they werc always putting themsches
mto danger by bossterous plays, or vitiating then be
baviour with mean company, and that, for her pait,
she would rather follow me to the grave, thun see
me tear my clothes, and hang down my head, and
sneth 1bout with dirty shoes and blotted fingers, my
harr unpowdered, and my hat uncoched

My father, who had no other end mn lus proposal

than to appear wie and manly, soon acquiesced,
Yo V R since
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smce [ was not to live by my learning, for indeed he
had known very few students that had not some stiffness
in therr manner. They theicfore agiced, that a do-
mestick tutor should be procuied, and hned an honest
gentleman of mean conveisation and naiiow senti-
ments, but whom, having passed the common forms
of itcrtary education, they implicitly concluded qua-
Iified to teach all that was to be leaincd fiom a scho-
lar  He thought himself sufficiently exalted by beimng
placed at the same table with lus pupil, and had no
other view than to perpetuate his felicity by the utmost
flesibility of submission to all my mother’s opinions
and caprices He frequently took away my book, lest
I should mope with too much application, charged me
never to write without tuining up my 1uffles, and ge-
nerally brushed my coat before he dismissed me mto
the parlour.

He had no occasion to complam of too burdensome
an employment ; for my mother very judiciously con-
sidered, that I was not likely to grow polter in his
company, and suffered me not to pass any more time
in his apartment than my lesson required. When I
was summoned to my task, she enjomed me not to get
any of my tutor’s ways, who was seldom mentioned
before me but for practices to be avoided I was every
moment admonished not to lean on my chair, cross my
legs, or swing my hands like my tutor, and once my
mother very seriously dehberated upon his total dis-
mission, because I began, she said, to learn his man-
ner of sticking on my hat, and had his bend 1 my
shoulders, and Ius totter in my gaut.

Such, however, was her care, that I escaped all
these depravities ; and when I was only twelve years

17 ald,,
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old, had nd myself of every appearance of childish
diffidence I was celebrated round the country for
the petulance of my remarhs and the quichness of
my replies, and many a scholar, five years older than
myself, bave I dashed nto confusion by the steadmess
of my countenance, silenced by my readmess of re-
partee, and tortured with envy by the addiess with
which I piched up 2 fan, presented a snuff box, or
recersed an empty tea cup

At fourteen I was completely shilled 1 all the
mceties of dress, and I could not only enumerate all
the variety of silks, and distingwish the product of a
Trench loom, but dart my cye through a numerous
company, and observe every deviation from the reign
mg mode I was universally shilful in all the changes
of expensive finery, but as every one, they say, has
something to which he 15 particulatly born, was emr-
nently knowg m Brussels lace

The next year san me advanced to the trust and
power of adjusting the ccremonial of an assembly
All recewved therr partners from my hand and to me
every stranger applied for mtroduction My heart
now disdamed the mstructions of 4 tutor who was 1e
warded with a small annuty for life, and left me
quabfied, n my own opimon, to govern myself

In a short ttme I came t6 London, and as my fa-
ther was well known among the higher classes of life
soont obtained admission to the most splendid assem
blies and most crowded card tables Here I found
myself universally caressed and applauded the la-
dies praised the fancy of my clothes the beauty of
my form, and the softness of my voice , endeavoured
1 every place to force themselves to my notice , and

R 2 mvited,
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mvited, by a thousand oblique solicitations, my at-
tendance to the playhouse, and my salutations in the
park. I was now happy to the utmost estent of my
conception; I passed every mormng in dress, every
afternoon m wvisits, and every might in some select
assembhes, where neither care nor knowledge weie
suffered to molest us.

After a few years, howevel, these dehghts became
familiar, and 1 had leiswie to look round me with
moie attention I then found that my flatterers had
very httle power to rehieve the languor of satiety, or
recieatc weariness, by varicd amusement ; and there-
fore endeavomed to cnlarge the sphere of my plea-
sures, and to t1y what satisfaction might be found in
the society of men  Iwill not deny the mortification
with which I percewved, that every man whose name I
had heard mentioncd with respect, received me with
a kind of tenderness, nearly bordering on compassion ;
and that those whose 1eputation was not well esta-
blished, thought 1t necessay to justify theiwr under
standings, by treating me with contempt One orx
these withngs elevated his ciest, by askmg men a
full coffee-house the price of patches, and another
whispered that he wondered why miss I7:sk did not
keep me that afternoon to watch her squirrel.

When I found myself thus hunted from all mas-
culine conversation by those who were themselves
barely admutted, I returned to the ladies, and resolved
to dedicate my hfe to thewr service and their pleasure.
But I find that I have now lost my charms, Of those
with whom I entered the gay world, some are mar-
ried, some have retired, and sowe have so much
changed thewr opinion, that they scarcely pay any

. regard
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regard to my cwilities, 1f there s any other man mn
the place The new flight of beauties to whom I
have made my addresses, suffer me to pay the treat,
and then titter mith boys ~ So that I now find myself
welcome only to a few grave ladies, who, unacquamnted
with all that gives erther use or digmty to hfe, are con-
tent to pass therr hours between ther bed and therr
cards, without esteem from the old, or reverence from
the young

I cannot but think, Mr RamBLER, that I have
reason to complamn, for surely the females ought to
pay some regard to the age of him whose youth was
passed 1n endeavours to please them  They that en
courage folly in the boy have no right to punish 1t
m the man  Yet I find that, though they lavish therr
first fondness upon pertness and gayety, they soon
transfer therr regard to other qualities, and ungrate
fully abandon their adorers to dream out their last
vears 1n stupidity and contempt

Tam, &c
FLOoRENTULUS

R 3
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Nunms. 110. SATURDAY, April 6, 1751.

-

At nobus vite domnum queer entebus unum
Lu ater est, et dara dics, ot gratua simpler.
Spem sequumr, gradimurque fide, frumun que futuris,
Ad que non vemunt praseniis gaudia e,
Nec currunt parier capta, ct capienda voluptas
PrupesTILS

We thro’ this maze of hife one Iord obey,

Whose hight and grace unerring, lead the way.

By hope and faith secure of futuwre bliss,

Gladly the joysof present life we miss.

T'or baffled mortals still attempt 1n vain,

Present and future bliss at once to gam I' Liwis.

’ ! YHAT to please the Lord and I‘ather of the

universe, 1s the supreme interest of created
and dependent bemngs, as 1t is casily pioved, has
been umversally confessed, and, since all 1ational
agents are conscious of having neglected o1 vio-
lated the dutics piesciibed to them, the fear of be-
ing 1ejected, o1 pumshed by God, has always bui-
dened the human mind The eapiation of cinmes,
and 1enovation of the forfeited hopes of divmne fa-
vour, therefore constitute a large part of cvery reh-
gion.

The vailous methods of propitiation and atonc-
ment which fear and folly have dictated, or artifice
and 1nterest tolerated m the different paits of the
world, however they may sometimes reproach or de-
grade humanity, at least show the general consent of
all ages and nations 1 ther opmion of the placability

- of



248 THE RAMBLER. N° 110.

tions, and appeasing his justice by a speedy and
cheerful submission to a less penalty, when a greater
Is mcuned.

Incorporated minds will always feel some mcli-
nation towaids exteitor acts and 1tual obseiv-
ances. Ideas not 1epiesented by sensible objects aie
ﬂeeting, vanable, and evanescent We aie not
able to judge of the degiee of conviction which
opcrated at any paiticular tune upon our own
thoughts, but as it is recorded by some certain and
defimte effect. He that 1eviews his lhfe m owder
to determine the piobability of his acceptance
with God, if he could once establith the necessary
proportion between crimes and sufferings, might
secuiely rest upon his performance of the expation,
but, while safety remains the 1ewaid only of mental
purity, he 1s always afiaid lest he should decide
too soon n lus own favour, lest he should not
have felt the pangs of true contition; lest he
should mistake satiety for detestation, or imagme
that lus passions are subdued when they are only
sleeping

I'om this natmal and reasonable diffidence aiose,
i humble and timorous piety, a disposition to con-
fouad penance with 1epentance, to 1epose on human
deteinimations, and to receive fiom some judical
sentence the stated and 1egular assignment of 1econ-
abiatory pamn *We are never willng to be without
resouice, we seek 1 the knowledge of others a suc-
cour for our own 1gnorance, and ae leady to tiust
any that will undertake to duect ys when we have
no confidence 1n ourselves.

' This
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This desue to ascaitam by some outward marhs
the stite ot the soul and this willingness to calm
the conscience by some <cttled method, have pro
duced, 1 they ue disersified m ther eficcts by vie
rious tempers wd principles, most of the disquin
tons wd rules, the doubts and selutions, that have
cmburassed  the doctrine of repentance and per
plexed tender and fleuble mnds with mpumeiable
seruples concerming the nccessary mesures of sor-
10w, and adequate degrces of self abliorience, and
these 1ules, corrupted by fiwd, or debased by cre
dulity, have, by the common resiliency of the mind
from one extreme to another, meited others to an
open contempt of ll subsidiiry ordinances, all pru-
dential caution, and the whole disaipline of 1cgulated
piety

Repentance, however diflicult to be practised s,
if 1t be explamed without superstitton, casily under-
stood  Repentance 1s the 1elmquishment of any prac-
tice, from the conviction that 1t has offended God
Sorrow, and few, and amacty, aie properly not
parts, but adjuncts of iepentance, yet they are
too closcly connected with 1t to be casily scparated ,
for they not only muk ils sincenty, but promote its
cfficacy

No man commnts any act of neglgence or obsti-
nacy, by which Ins safety o happmess m this world
1s endangered, without feeling the pungency of ie-
moisc  lle who 15 fully convinced, that he suffers
by lns own fallure,’ can never forbear to tiace back
Iis miscarriage to s first cause, to image to limself
a contrary behaviour, and to form mvoluntary reso
lutions agamst the like fault, even when he hnows

that
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tions, and appeasing his justice by a speedy and
cheerful subnussion to a less penalty, when a greater
is mcuned

Incoiporated mmds will always feel some mcli-
nation towaids extertor acts and 1tual obscrv-
ances. ldeas not 1epicsented by sensible objects are
flecting, vanable, and evancscent.  We are not
able to judge of the degice of conviction which
opeiated at any particular time upon our  own
thoughts, but as 1t 15 recorded by some certan and
definte cffect. Ile that 1eviews his e m oder
to determme the piobability of lus  acceptance
with God, it he could once cstablich the necessary
propoition between ciumes  and  suftenngs, mght
secuiely rest upon lus performance of the explation,
but, wihile safety 1cmams the 1eward only of mental
purity, he 15 always afiaid lest he should deerde
too soon in lus own favow, lest he should not
have felt the pangs of tiue contntion, lest he
should mustahe saticty for detestation, or mnagine
that lus passions aie subdued when they are only
sleeping

From this natual and 1easonable dithdence arose,
m humble and timoious piety, a disposition to con-
fouad penance with 1epentance, to 1epose on human
detcrmnations, and to rcceive fiom some judical
sentence the stated and 1egular assignment of 1econ-
cbiatory pain ~ We ame never willing to be without
resowice, we seek mn the knowledge of otheis a suc-
cour for our own ignorance, and are 1cady to tiust
any that will undertake to duect ps when we have
no confidence m owmselves.

' This
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Tlis deswe to ascertawm by some outward marks
the state of the soul and this willingness to calin
the conscience by some  cttied method, hawve pro
duced, us they ue dnasihed m ther effects by vi
nous tempers and principles, most of the di quis
tions wd rules, the doubts 1nd solutions, that hase
embarrasscd  the  doctrine of repentnce and per
plened tender and flemible minds with mnumeiable
saiuples concerning the necessary measures of sor~
10w, and adequate degrees of self abhorrence, and
these 1ules, corrupted by frwd, or dcbased by cre
dulity, bave, by the common resthency of the mund
from one eilreme to another, mcited others to an
open contempt of 1l subsidary ordurances, WM pro-
dential caution, and the whole discipline of 1cgulated
prety

Repentnce, however difficult to be practised 1s,
if 1t be explamed wathout superstition, easily under-
stood  Repentance s the 2 elmquaslment of any prac-
tice, from the con ictwon that it has offunded God
Sorrow, and fea, wmd anaicty, arc properly not
parts, but adjunct of repentance, yet they are
too closely connected with it to be easily separated ,
for they not only muk 1its smcenty, but promote its
efficacy

No man commits any act of negligence or obsti
nacy, by which Ins safety o1 happmess m this world
1s endangered, without fechng the pungency of re-
moise e who 1s fully convinced, that he suffers
by lus own faslure, can never forbear to trace back
hi> miscarniage to is first cause, to image to lumself
a contrary behaviow, and to form ivoluntary reso
lutions agunst the hke fwlt, even when he knows

that
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that he shall never again have the power of commit-
ting 1t Danger, considered as immunent, natwally
produces such trepidations of unpaticnce as leave all
human means of safety behind them he that has
once caught an alarm of teiroui, 1s every moment
seized with useless ansieties, adding one secuiity to
anothel, trembling with sudden doubts, and dis-
tiacted by the perpetual occurience of new cipe-
dients. If therefoie, he whose ciimes have de-
prived him of the favour of Gorl, can reflect upon
his conduct without distmbance, or can at will
bamsh the reflection, if he who considers himself as
suspended over the abyss of cteinal perdition only
by the thread of hfe, which must soon part by 1its
own weakness, and which the winz of every minute
may divide, can cast his eyes 1ound him without
shuddering with honour, or panting with secunty,
what can he judge of himself, but that he 1s not yet
awakened to sufficient conviction, sice every loss is
more lamented than the loss of the dvne favour,
and every danger more dieadful than the dange: of
final condemnation » .

Retircment fiom the cares and pleasures of the
world has been often 1ecommended as useful to re-
pentance This at least 1s evident, that every one
retires, whenever ratiocination and 1ecollection are
required on other occasions ; and surely the retro-
spect of life, the disentanglement of actions compli-
cated with mnumerable circumstances, and diffused
n various relations, the discovery of the primary
movements of the heart, and the extirpation of lusts
and appetites deeply rooted and widely spread, may
be allowed to demand some secession fiom spoit

and
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and nowe, and busmess and folly  Some suspension
of common affans, some pause of tumporal pim
and pleasure, 15 doubtless necessary to him that
deliberates for etermty, who s formmg the only plan
m wlnch miscainage ceanot be iepared and -
aminng the only question m which mistahe cannot
be rectificd
Austeritits and mortifications arc means by which
the mmd 15 mvigorated and roused, by wiich the
attractions  of pleasure are mterrupted, and the
chamns of <ensuality we brohen It 15 observed bv
one of the fathers, that ke who 2estrams hunself m
the use of things lauful, will never encioach upon
thngs jforbidden  Ahstinence, if nothing more, 1s,
at least, a cautious retreat from the utmost ver e of
pernussion, and confus that sccurity which cannot
Le reasonably hoped by lun that dares aluays to
hover over the precipice of destruction, or delights
to approach the pleasures which he fnows it fatal
to partake  Austenty 15 the proper antidote to in-
dulgence , the diccases of mund as well as body
are cured by contraties, and to contrares we should
readily have vecomse, 1f we dreaded guilt as we
diead pamn
The completion and sum of repentance 13 a change
of hfe lhat sorron winch dictates no caution,
that fear which does not quichen our escape, that
austenty which fails to rectify ow affections, are van
and unavailing  But sorrow and terrour must na
turally precede reformation, for what other cause
can produce 1t? He, therefore, that feels himself
alarmed by s conseience, anxious tor the attain
{ ment
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ment of a better state, and afflicted by the memory
of luis past faults, may justly conclude, that the
great work of 1epentance 1s begun, and hope by
retirement and prayer, the natural and rehglous
means of strengthening his conviction, to impiess
upon his mind such a sense of the divine presence,
as may overpower the blandishments of secular
dehghts, and enable him to advance fiom one degree
of holimess to another, till death shall set him free
from doubt and contest, misery and temptation.

What better can we do than prostrate fall
Before him reverent ; and there confess
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears
Wat’ring the ground, and with our sighs the air
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, 1n sign
Of sorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek ?



N THL RAMBLLR

RS
[543
Ly

Nustn 111 Tuespsy, Jdprd g, 1731
g yap 4 T3pT ek esfakg Sortec
Di.aster always wats on carly wat

1 hus been obsurved, by long espunence, that
late springs produce the ruatest plenty  Ihe
delay of bloows and frajrance, of werdure and
breezes, 15 for the most part hberally recompensed
by the cwubcrance und feeundity of the ensumng
seasons , the blossams winch Iie conecaled uil the
year 15 advanced, and the sun 1s Iugh, c-cape thosc
chilhyg Dblasts, and nocturnal frosts, wlich are
often fatal to early luxurnce, prey upon the firat
snules of vernal beauty, destroy the fueble prn-
ciples of vegetable Dfe, mtercept the frwt m the
gem, and beat doun the floners unopened to the

ground
I am afraud there 13 Little hope of persuading the
young and sprightly part of my rcadors, upon whom
the spring naturally forces my attention, to leurn,
from the great process of nature, the difference be
tween dibgence and hurry, between speed and pre-
upitation , to prosecute thur destins with calin
ness, to watch the concurrence of opportunity, and
endeavour to find the Iuchy moment which they
cannot make  Youth 15 the tme of enterprise
and hope  baving yet no occasion of comparmg
our forec with any opposing power, we naturally
form presumptions 1 our own favour, and mmagme
that
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that obstiuction and impediment will give way before
us. The first 1epulscs rather mflame vehemence
than teach prudence, a biave and gencious mind
is long before 1t suspects 1ts own weakness, or sub-
mits to sap the difficulties which 1t cxpected to sub-
due by stoom  Befoie disappomntments have en-
forced the dictates of philosophy, we believe 1t 1n
our power to shoiten the mteival between the fist
cause and the last effect, we laugh at the timorous
delays of plodding mndustiy, and fancy that, by in-
creasing the fite, we can at pleasuie accelerate the

projection.
At our entiance into the woild, when health and
~vigour give us far promises of time sufficient for
the regulai - matuiation of om schemes, and a long
enjoyment of our acquisitions, we aie eagel to seize
the present moment; we pluck every gatification
withm our reach, without suffening it to 1pen nto
peifection, and crowd all the vaneties of dehght
into a nanow compass; but age seldom fails to
change our conduct, we giow ncgligent of time 1n
propoition as we have less remaining, and sufter the
last pait of hife to stcal fiom us m languid prepara-
tions for futwe undeitakings, or slow approaches to
1emote advantages, 1n weak hopes of some fortuitous
occuirence, o1 diowsy eqmuilibiations of undetermimed
counsel whether 1t be that the aged, having tasted
the pleasures of man’s condition, and found them
delusive, become less anxious for thexr attanment;
o1 that fiequent miscaniages have depiessed them to
desparr, and fiozen them to mactivity , or that death
shocks them more as 1t advances upon them, and they
ate afraid to 1emind themselves of their decay, or to
cdiscover
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discover to thewr own heaits, that the tune of tnfling
b pist

A perpetual conflict with natural desires seems to
be the lot of our present state  In youth we require
somethuing of the tardiness and fiigidity of age, and
m age we must labour to recall the fire and wipetu
osity of youth, n youth we must leun to cxpect, and
mage to enjoy

The torment of evpectation 13, indeed, not casily
to be born at a time when cvery 1de o1 gratification
fires the blood, and flishes on the fancy, when the
heart 15 vicant to every fresh form of deliht, und
has no rnal engagements to withdraw it trom the um
portumtics of a nmew desie Y, since the fem of
missing what we secl must always be proportionable
to the happmess expected from possessing it, the pas
sions, even 1n this tempestuous state, might be some
what moderated by frequent inculcation of the mis-
chuef of temernity, and the hacard of losing that wluch
we endeasour to seize before our ume

He that too early aspires to honours must resolve
to encounter not only the opposition of interest, but
the mahgmty of cuvy e that 15 too cager to be
rch, gencrally endangers Ius fortune m wild adven
tures and uncertan projects, and he that hastens
too speedily to reputation, often raises lis character
by artifices and tallacies, dechs humself 1 colours
which quickly fade, or i plumes which acadent
may shoke off, or competiton pluch away

The danger of early sminence has been extended
by some, even to the gifts of nature, and an opwien
has been long concewved, that quichness of men
tion, accuracy of judgment, or extenf of hnowledge,

appearng
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appeating before the usual time, presage a shoit hic,
Tiven those who aie less melimed to form gencral con-
clusions, from stances wlich by then own nature
must be 1a1e, have yet been inchned to prognosticate
no suitable progiess fiom the fust sallies of vapud
wits, but have obseived, that after a shoit cttort they
either loiter or famt, and sufter themselves to be sui-
passed by the even and 1egula peiseveraace ot slower
undeistandings

It fiequently happens, that applause abates dili-
gence.  Whoever finds humself to have performed
motc than was demanded, will be contented to spaie
the labow of unnecessary performances, and sit down
to enjoy at case lus supeifluities of honow  lHe
whom success has made confident of his abilities,
quichly clauns the piivilege of neghgence, and looks
contemptuously on the giadual advances of a 11nval,
whom he mmagmes himself able to leave behind
whenever he shall agam summon his force to the
contest But long tervals of pleasuie dissipate at-
tention, and weaken constancy , noi 1s 1t easy for hun
that has sunk from diligence nto sloth, to 1ouse out
of his lethaigy, to recollect his notions, 1ehmdle his
cunosity, and engage with lus former ardom m the
toils of study

Even that fuendship which intends the 1ewaid of
genus, too often tends to obstiuct 1t The pleaswe
of bemng caressed, distinguished, and admned, easily
seduces the student fiom hteiamy solitude He 15
ready to follow the call which summons him to hear
his own praise, and which, peihaps, at once flatters
s appetite with certanty of pleasures ; and s am-
bition with hopes of patronage, pleaswmes wich he

. conceives

¢ +
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conceves 1nexhnustible, and hopes which he has not
yet learncd to distrast.

These evils, mdeed, me by no means to be im-
puted to nature, or considered as mseparable from an
carly display of uncommon abihties  Ihey muy be
certamly escaped by prudence und resolution, and
must therefore be recounted rather as consolations to
thost who aie less hberally endowed, than as discou-
ragements to such as are born with uncommon qua-
bLtics  Beauty 13 well known to draw after w the per
secutions of impertinence, to mncite the artifices of
envy, and to raise the flames of unlanful love, jyet,
among the ladies whom pradence or modesty have
made most emunent, who has ever complamcd of the
mcomenencics of an amable form ¢ or would have
purchased safety by the loss of charms?

Neither grace of person, nor vigour of wnder-
standing, are to be regarded otherwise than as bless-
ings, "s means of happmess mdulged by the Supreme
Benefactor, but the advantages of either may be tost
by too much eagerness to obtain them A thousand
Deauties m thewr first blossom, by an wnprudent ex-
posure to the open world, bave suddenly withered at
the blast of mfamy, and men who might have sub
Jected new regions to the cmpire of lemnng, have
been lured by the prase of then first productions
from academical retiremient, and wasted their days
m vice and dependence  The virgin who too soon
aspires to celebnty and conquest, pershes by ehuldish
vamty, 1gnorant credubty, or guiltless smdiscienon
The gemus wha catchies at twels and prefernent
before lis time, mochs the hopes that he had exeited,
and loses those years wluch might hve been inost

VoL V S usefully
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usefully employed, the yeais of youth, of spit, and
vivacity.

It 1s one of the innumeiable absurdities of piide,
that we are never more unpatient of direction, than in
that part of life when wenced it most, we are in haste
to meet enemies whom we have not strength to over-
come, and to undeitake tasks which we cannot per-
form . and as he that once miscarries does not easily
persuade mankind to favow another attempt, an in-
effectual stiuggle for fame 1s often followed by per-
petual obscuiity.

Nums. 112. SaATurRDAY, dprl 13, 1751.

In mea vesanas habuz dispendia vires,
Et raluz panas fortis in 1psa meas Ovip.

Of stiength pernicious to myself I boast,
The pow’rs I have were giv'n me to my cost. F.Tewis.

E aie taught by Celsus, that health is best
pteserved by avording settled habits of hfe,

and deviating sometimes into shght abeirations from
the laws of medicine ; by varying the proportions of
food and exeicise, mtenupting the successions of rest
and labour, and mmgling hardships with mdulgence.
The body, long accustomed to stated quantities and
uniform petiods, is disordered by the smallest iregu-
lanity ; and smce we cannot adjust every day by the
balance or baiometer, it 15 it sometimes to depait
from migid accuracy, that we may be able to comply
with
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with necessacy offirs, or strong melinations  He that
too long obseries nice punctuahties, condemns hime
self to voluntiry 1mbecihty, and will not long escape
the museries of disease

The same lavity of regimen 1 equally necessary to
mtellectual health, and to a perpetual susceptibiity of
occasional pleasure  Long confine nent to the same
company which perhaps smubtode of taste brought
first together, quickly contracts the ficulties, and
makes o thousand thungs offensive that aic w them-
selves different, a man accustomed to hear only the
echo of his own sentiments, scon bars all the common
avenues of delight, and has no part mn the general
gratifications of ankind

In things which are not numedratelv subject to 1e
Liglous or moral constderation, 1t 15 danaerous to be
too long or too ngidly m the nght  Sensibility may,
by an 1cessant attention to eclegance and propricty,
be quickened to a tenderness mcansistent with the con
dition of bumamity, writable by the smallest aspenty,
and vulnerable by the gentlest touch  He that plea ¢s
lum clf toe much with minute exactness, and submits
to endure nothing 1 wccommadatious, attendance, or
address, below the pomt of perfection, will, when
ever he enteis the crond of life, be harassed with in
numerable distiesscs, from which those who have nog
n the same manner Increased their sensations find no
disturbonce  His exotic softness will shrink at the
coasencss of vulgar fubicity, like a plant transplanted
to northern nuiseries, from the dews and sunshine of
the tropical 1egions

There will always be awide mterval between prac
tical and ideal excellence, and, therefore, if we &l

32 low
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low not owselves to be satisfied while we can per-
cewve any eirour or defect, we must 1efer our hopes of
ease to some other peutod of evistence. It is well
known, that, exposed to a micrtoscope, the smoothest
polish of the most solid bodics discovers cavities and
prommences , and that the softest bloom of 10seate
vngmty rcpels the eye with cacrescences and disco-
lorations  The peiceptions as well as the senses may
be impioved to our own dicquiet, and we may, by
diligent cultivation of the powers of dishke, 1aise in
tune an artificial fastidiousness, which shall fill the
inagmation with phantoms of tw pitude, show us the
naked skeleton of every delight, and present us only
with the pams of pleasuie, and the defoimities of
beauty
Peevishness, mdeed, would perhaps very little dis-
turb the peace of manlind, weic 1t always the cunse-
quence of superfluous delicacy, for it 1s the privilege
only of decp 1eflection, or lively faney, to destiov
happmess by art and rcfinement But by continual
mdulgence of a particular humour, or by long enjoy:
mentof undisputed superionty, ,the dulland thought-
less may likewise acquire the powcr of toimenting
themselves and otheis, and become sufficiently ridicu-
lous o1 hateful to thosc who aie within stght of their
conduct, or reach of themr mfluence
They that have grown old in a single state aie
generally found to be moiose, fretful, and captious,
tenacious of their own practices and maxims; soon
offended by contradiction or neghgenee; and impa-
tient of any association, but with those that will
watch therr nod, and submut themselves tp unlimited
authority. Such 1s the effect of having lived without
14 - the
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the necessity of consulting any wclmation but thar
onn

The wascibility of this clss of tyrants 15 generally
exerted upon petty provocations, such s are mcident
to understandings not far extended buvond the m
stuicts of ammal life, but, unhappily, he that fics lus
attention on things always before lim, will never have
loug cessatonsof anger  Lhere wie many veterans
of lusury upon whom every noon bungs a parovysm
of violence, fury, and cxecration, they never sit
down to their dinuner without finding the meat so myu-
dictously bought, or so unshilfully dres cd, such blun
ders m the scasomng or such ymproprcties m the
sauce, a» can scareely be eapiated without blood, and,
mn the transports of resentment, make very hittle dis-
tinction between gt and innocence, but let fly thesr
menaces, or growl out their discontent, upon all whom
fortune exposes to the storm

It1snot casy to inagine a maie unhappy condition
than that of dependence on o peevish man  Inwvery
other state of mferionity the certamty of pleasing 1
perpetually nereased by o fuller hnowledge ot our
duty, and hindness and confidence are stiengthened
by evary newactot nust, and proof of fidehty Bur
pecvishness sacrifices to a momentary offence, the ob
sequicusness o1 uscfulness of balf a life, and, as more
15 performed, meicases her exactions

Chrysalus gamed a fortune by trade, and retned
mto the country, and, Raving 2 brother buidened by
the number of s cluldien, adopted onc of fus sans
The boy was cismss.ed with many prudent adinom
tions , mformed of lus fathers mability to mantam
hum n his natne rank  cautioned agamst all oppo

s3 sition
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sition to the opimons o1 precepts of lus uucle 5 and
ammated to perseverance, by the hopes of supporting
the honour of the family, and overtopping his dder
biother  Ile had a natwal ductiliy ot mind, with-
out much warmth of affection, o1 clevation of scau-
ment, and therefoic 1cadily comphed with cuery
vatiety of caprice; patiently enduied  contiadictory
reproofs, heard false accusations wahout pam, and
oppiobiious 1epioaches without 1rcply, laushed ob-
stieperously at the nmcticth yepetion ot a joke,
ashed questions about the unnersal decay of tiaze,
admued the strength of those heads by which the
piice of stochs 15 changed and adjusted, and be-
haved with such prudence and encumspection, that
after six years the will was made, and Juwenculus was
decleied heir.  But unhappily, a month afterwards,
retning at night fiom his uncle’s chamber, he ledt the
door open belund Iim: the old man toie Ins will,
and being then peiceptibly dechning, tor want of
time to delierate, left his moncy to a tiadmg com-
pany
When female minds are embittered by age or soli-
litude, their malignity 1s generally exerted mn a rigor-
ous and spiteful supermtendence of domestick tiiles.
Erplile has employed her eloquence for twenty yeais
upon the degenelacy of servants, the nastiness of her
house, the ruin of her furmtuie, the difliculty of pie-
serving tapestiy fiom the moths, and the caiclesness
of the sluts whom she employs m biushing it. It is
her business every morning to visit all the 100ms, 1n
hopes of finding a chan without 1its cover, a window
shut or open contiary to her orders, a spot on the
heaith, or a feather on the flgor, that the 1est of the
- da
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day may be justifinbly spent 1 taynts of contempt,
and vociferations of anger  She Ines for no other
purpose bt to preserve the neatness of a housc and
gardens, and feels neither nclmation to pleasure,
nor aspiration after vistue, while she 15 engrossed
by the great employment of keeping gravel from
grass, and wamscot from dust Of three ammble
meces she has declwed herself an mrreconmlable
enemy to one, because she brohe off a tuhp with
her hoop, to anothei, because she spilt her coffee
on a Turhey carpet, and to the third, because she
let a2 wet dog run into the parlour  She has biohen
off her 1ntercourse of wvisits, because company makes
aihinuse dirty, and resolves to confine hersclf more
to her onn afluns, and to live no longer 1n mire by
foolish lemty
Pecvishness 1s generally the vice of narrow minds,
and, except when 1t 1s the effect of anguish and
disease, by which the resolution 15 broken, and the
mmd made too fieble to bear the lightest adds
tion to 1ts nuseries, procecds from an unreasonable
persuasion of the mmportance of tnfles The pro
per remedy agamst it1s to consider the digmty of
“ human nature, and the folly of suffering perturba-
twn wnd uncasmess from causes unworthy of our
notice
He that resigns his peace to httle casualties, and
suffers the course of lus hfc to be mterrupted by
fortuttous madvertencies, or offinces, delivers up
hunself to the direction of the wind, and loses all
that constancy and equammity which constitute the
chief prarce of a wise man
54 The
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The province of prudence lies between the greatest
things and the least; some surpass ow power by
thewr magmtade, andsome escape our notice by thewr
number and therr ficquency. DBut the ndispensable
business of life will aftord sufficient cnercse to every
understanding ; and such 1s the Imutation of the hunian
poweis, that by attention to tufles we must let things
of importance pass unobserved when we examime a
mite with a glass, we see nothing but a nute.

That it 1s every man’s mterest to be pleased, will
need little proof. that 3t 15 his mteiest to please
others, experience will mfoim Inm It 15 thereiore
not less necessary to happiness than to vntue, that he
rid his mind of passions winch wahe hun uneasy to
himself, and hatetul to the world, which enchamn his
intellects, and obstiuct his improvement.
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Neun 113 Turspay, dpril 16, 1751

Uzorem Posthume ducis #
Dic qud Issiphone, quibus exagita c colubrisf Jur

A sober man like thee to change lus Life!
What fury woud possess thee with 2 wife? Dzrypcy

Zo the RAMBLER

SIR,

KNOW not whether it 18 always a proof of

nocence to treat censuie with contempt Ve
one so much reverence to the wisdom of mankind, as
Justly to wish, that our own opmion of our merit may
be 1atified by the concurrence of other suffiyzes, and
since guilt and mfamy must have the same effect upon
mtelligencies unable to prerce beyond external ap
pearance, and wnfluenced often rather by example
than precept, we are obhged to refute a false charge,
lest we should countenance the crime which we have
ncver committed  To turn away from an accusation
with superctlious silence, 1s equally m the power of
him that 18 hardened by villany, and wspirited by
mnocence  The wall of brass which Jlorace erects
upan a clew conscience, may be sometunes raised by
mpudence or power, and we should always wish to
preserve the digmity ot virtue by adorning he: with
gaces which wichedness cannot assame

Tor thts reason I have deteimmed no longer to
endure, with either patieot or sullen esignation, a

repioach,
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1eproach, which 1s, at least 1n my opmuon, unjust,
but will lay my case honestly before you, that you or
your 1eadeis may at length decide 1t

Whether you will be able to preseive your boasted
impaitiahity, when you hear, that I am considered as
an adversary by half the female woild, you may smely
pardon me for doubting, notwithstanding the venera-
t1on to winch you may imagine yowsclf entitled by your
age, your lcaimmng, yout abstiaction, or yowr virtue.
Beauty, Mi RaxbrEw, has often overpowered the
1esolutions of the fum, and the 1easonings of the
wise, 1oused the old to sensibility, and subdued the
1igorous to softness

I am one of those unhappy beings, who have been
marked out as husbands for many different women,
and deliberated a hundred times on the bunk of ma-
tumony I have discussed all the nuptial prelimi-
naries so often, that I can repeat the foims n which
jomntuwes are settled, pm-money secured, and provi-
sions for younger childien asceirtained , butam at last
doomed by general consent to everlasting sohtude,
and excluded by an irreveisible deciec from all hopes
of connubial felicity. I am pomted out by every
mothel, as a man whose wvisits cannot be admitted
without 1eproach, who 1aises hopes only to embutter
disappomtment, and makes offeis only to seduce gnls
mto a waste of that pait of life, n which they might
gain advantageous matches, and become mistiesses
and mothers.

I hope you will think, that some pait of this penal
severlty may justly be remtted, when I mform you,
that I never yet professed love to a woman with-

. gut smcere ntentions of mairiage , that I have never
continued
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continued an appearance of mntinacy from the how
that my mnchnaton changed, but to preserve her
whom I was leaving from the shock of abruptness,
or the ignominy of contempt, that I always endea-
voured to give the ladies an opportumty of seeming
to discard me, and that I never forsooh a mstress
for larger’ fortune, o1 brighter beauty, but because
I discovered some irregularity m ber conduct, or
some depravity m her mund, not because I was
charmed by another, but because I was offended by
herself

I was very eaily tired of that succession of amuse
ments by which the thoughts of most young men
are dissipated and had not long ghttered m the
splendour of an ample patrimony before I wished
for the calm of domestich happiness  Youth 1s na
turally dehghted with sprightlmess and ardour, and
therefore I breathed out the sighs of my first affec
tion at the feet of the gay, the sparkling, the viva
cious Feroculn 1 fancied to myself 2 perpetual
source of happmess 1 wit never exhausted, and
spirt never depressed, loohed with veneranion on
her readwess of expedients contempt of difficulty,
assurance of address, and promptitude of reply, con
sidered her as exempt by some prerogative of na-
ture from the weakness and timidity of female minds ,
and congratulated myself upon a compamion supe
riour to all common troubles and embariassments I
was, wndeed, somewhat disturbed by the unshaken
perseverance with winch she enforced her demands
of an unreasonable settlement, yet I should have
consented to pass my hife 1o unton with her, had not

my
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y cutlosity led me to a crond gathered mn the stieet,
where I found Ferocula, m the presence of hundreds,
disputing for siv-pence with a chauman. I saw her
m so little need of assistance, that 1t was no bieach
of the laws of cluvalry to {oibear 1nteiposition, and
I spared myself thc shame ot owning her acquant-
ance I forgot some point of ceiemony at our nest
mterview, and soon piovohed her to foibid me her

presence R
My next attempt was upon a lady of gicat emi-
nence for learning and plilosophy. I had {requently
observed the baienness and umfoimmty of connu-
bial conveisation, and thereforc thought lughly of
my own prudence and disceinment, when I selected
fiom a multitude of wealthy beauties, the deep-read
Jisothea, who declared herself the mexciable enemy
of ignoiant peitness, and puerile levity ; and scarcely
condescended to make tea, but for the linguist, the
geometiiclan, the astronomer, or the poet The
queen of the Amazons was only to be gamed by the
hero who could conquer her mn single combat, and
Misothea's heart was only to bless the scholar who
could overpower her by disputation  Amidst the
fondest transpoits of courtship she could call for a
defimtion of texms, and tieated every argument with
contempt that could not be reduced to 1egular syl-
logism  You may easily magine, that 1 wished this
courtship at an end, but when I desned her to shoit-
en my torments, and fix the day of my felicity, we
were led mto a long conversation, mn which J4iso0-
thea endeavowed to demonstrate the folly of attri-
buting choice and self-duection to any human bemng
It
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It was not difficult to ditover the danger of com
mitting myself for ever to the aims of one who might
atany tun. mistabe the dictates of passion, or the calls
of appetite, for the decree of fate, or consider cuckol-
dom as necessary to the general system, as a link mn
the eveilasting chun of successive causes I therefore
told her, thatdestiny had ordamed us to part, and that
notlung should have torn me from her but the talons
of necessity
I then solieited the regard of the calm, the piu
dent, the econonucal Sopln oma, a lady who considered
wit as dangeions, and lenmung as superfluous and
thought that the woman who hept her house clew
and hi accounts enact, took 1ccepts for every pay-
ment, and could find them at v sudden call, inquired
nicely after the condition of the tenunts, read the
price of stochs once a weck, and purchased eserv
thing at the best market, could want no accomplish-
ments necessary to the hippiness of a wise man  She
discoursed with great solemmity on the care and wt
gilwnee which the supermtendince of 2 famuly de
mnds, observed how many were runed by confi~
dence 1n servants, and told me, that she never ex
pected honesty but from a strong chest, and that the
best storeheeper was the mistresss eye  Many such
oracles of gencrosity she uttered, and made every
day new mprovements . her schemes for the regu-
lation of her servants, and the distubution of her
time I was convinced that, whatever I mght suf-
fer from Sophsoma, 1 should escape poverty, and we
therefore nioceeded to adjust the settlements accord
1ng to her own rule, funr and softly  But one morn-
ing her maid came to me m tears to treat my n s
terest.
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tetest for a reconciliation to her mustiess, who had
twuned her out at mght for bicahing s1x teeth ina
tortorseshell comb ; she had attended her lady fiom
a distant province, and having not hived long enough
to save much money, was destitute among strangers,
and, though of a good fanuly, in danger of peiishing
in the streets, o1 of bewg compelled by hunger to
prostitution. I made no sciuple of pronusing to 1e-
store her; but upon my first application to Sophs onua,
was answered with an an wiich called for appiobation,
that 1if she neglected her own aftans, I might suspect
her of neglecting mme, that the comb stood her in
three half-ciowns ; that no servant should wiong her
twice; and that indeed she took the fust oppoi-
tunity of paiting with £/ulldu, because, though she
was honest, her constitution was bad, and she thought
her vaiy likely to fall sick  Of our conference I
need not tell you the effect, 1t surely may be for-
given me, 1f on this occasion I foigot the decency of
common foims
From two moie ladies I was disengaged by find-
ing, that they entertamed my nwvals at the same
time, and determined then choice by the Iberality
of our settlements Another I thought myself jus-
tified m forsaking, because she gave my attorney a
biibe to favom her in the baigain, another be-
cause I could never soften her to tenderness, till she
heard that most of my family had died young, and
another, becanse, to increase her fortune by expecta-
tions, she represented her sister as languishing and
¢consumptive
I shall 1n another letter give the 1emaining pait of
my history of comtship. I presume that I should
hithexto
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litherto have mjured the majesty of female virtue,
had I not hoped to transfer my aficction to higher
merit

I am, &¢
Hysen Eus

Nusp 114 Saturpay, April 20, 1751
P 75

duds,
Nulla anquam de morte homnis unfatio longa est  Jus

~~=1yhen man s life 15 1n debate
The jud.e cun ne er too long deliberate Drypes

OWER and superiority are so flattenng and
delightful, that, fraught with temptation and
exposed to danger as they are, scarcely any virtuc 1
so cautious, or any prudence so tunorous, 1s to de
clme them ILven those that hase most reverence
for the laws of nght, are pleased with shoumg that
not fear, but choce, regulates their behaviom , and
wonld be thought to comply, rather than abey  We
Iove to overlool the boundares which we do not wish
to pass, and, as the Roman satinst remuhs, he
that has no design to tahe the life of another, 13 yet

glad to haye 1t in Ins hands
Trom the same prmciple, tending yet more to
degencracy and corruption, procegds the desire of m.
vesting lawful authonity with terrour, and goveining
by force 1ather than persmasion  Pride 15 unwilling
to believe the nccessity of wssigning any other reason
than
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than her own will; and would 1ather maintam the
most equitable clauns by violence and penalties, than
descend fiom the dignity of command to dispute and
expostulation,

It may, I think, be suspected, that this political
aiogance has somectimes found 1ts way mto legislative
assemblies, and mingled with dehberations upon pro-
peity and life A shght perusal of the laws by which
the measuies of vindictive and coerave justice are
established, will discover so many dispropoitions be-
tween ciimes and punishments, such capricions dis-
tnctions of guilt, and such confusion of 1emssness
and scveilty, as can scaicely be believed to have been
produced by publick wisdom, smceiely and caliuly
studious of pubhck happmess.

The lcained, the judicious, the pious Boerhauve
relates, that he never saw a cinmnal diagged to
execution without asking mmself, ¢ Who knows
¢ whether thns man 15 not less culpable than me*”
On the days when the piisons of this aity aie emptied
into the grave, let every spectator ot the dieadtul
procession put the same question to huis own heat,
Few amang those that ciowd 1n thousands to the legal
massacie, and look with caielessness, perhaps with
tuumph, on the utmost exacerbations of human mi-
sery, would then be able to retmin without honiour and
dejection.  For, who can congratulate himselt upon
a hfe passed without some act moie mischievous to
the peace or prospeity of otheis, than the thett of a
piece of money ?

It has been always the practice, when any pai-
ticulas species of 1obbery becomes pievalent and
common, to endeavour 1ts suppression by capital de-

nuncations.
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nunciations  lhu, one gnertion of malefactors
15 commonly cut off, and ther succe.sors are fnghted
mto ncw expedients , the art of thiwsery 1s aug
mented with greater vanety of fraud, and subtilized
to lugher degrees of dustenty, and more occult
methods of comveyance. Lhe law then renews the
pursmt m the heat of angu und overtahes the
offender agmn with death By this practice eapital
mflictions are muluplied, and erimes, very diffcrent
m ther degiees of enormuty, are cqually subjected
to the severest pumshment that man has the power of
exercising upon man

The lawgnver s undoubtedly allowed to estimate
the mahigmity of an offnce, not merely by the loss
or pamn which sin_le acts may produce, but by the
general alarm and anxiety amsing from the feir of
muschief, and insccunty of possession  he thercfore
exercises the rght which societics are supposcd to
have over the hives of those that compose them, not
simply to punish a transgression, but to mmntan
order, and piescrve quict, he enforces those Jaws
with sesenity that are most m danger of violation,
as the commandcr of a garnson doubles the guard on
that side which 13 threatened by the cnemy

Tins method has been long tricd, but tried with
so hittle success, that rapine and violence are hourly
mncreasing, yet few scem willing to despur of its
cfficacy, and of those who employ thewr speculations
upon the present corruption of the people, some
propose the mtroduction of more horrid, Imgermng,
and terrifick punishments, some are mchned to ac-
celerate the cxecutions, some’ to discourige pm-
dons, and all seem to thimk that lemty has gven

Vor V T confidence
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confidence to wickedness, and that we can only be
rescucd fiom the talons of robbery by inflexible
ugow and sanguinaly justice.

Yect smee the nght of setting an unceitain and
aitbiiaty value upon lfe has Dbeen disputed, and
since cxpeilence of past times gives us little 1eason
to hope that any ieformation will be efiected by a
pettodical havock of our fellow-beings, pethaps it
will not be useless to consider what consequences
might ause fiom relaxations of the law, and a more
rational and equitable adaptation of penalties to
oftences

Death 15, as one of the aucients obseives, ¢ 7av
oBepiiy gobepwralos, of dreadful things the most dreadful
an evil, beyond which nothing can be thieatened
by sublunary power, o1 feamed fiom human enmity
or vengeance. This teirour should, theicfore, be re-
scaved as the last 1esoit of authority, as the stiongest
and most operative of prolubitory sanctions, and
placed before the tieasme of life, to guaid fiom in-
vasion what cannot be iestored. To equal robbery
with murder 1s to 1educe mwder to robbery, to con-
found in common minds the giadations of imquity,
and 1ncite the commission of a gieater ciime to pre-
vent the detection of a less. If only mwder were
pumshed with death, very few robbers would stamn
their hands in blood; but when, by the last act of
cruelty, no new danger 1s mcuned, and greater se-
curity may be obtained, upon what principle shall we
bid. them forbear? :

It may be urged, that the sentence 15 often miti-
gated to simple robbery, but swely this 15 to con-
fess that our laws awe. umeasonable m our own
9pINION: ;,
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opiion , and, mdeed, 1t may be observed, that all
but murderers have, at therr last hour, the common
scn attons of manhind ple wding 10 ther favour

Trom tns cumvaction of the mequality of the
pumshment to the offunce, procceds the frequent
sohutation of pardens They who would rejoice at
the correction of a thef, arc yet shocked at the
thought of destroying bun  Ihs crune shrnks to
nothung  compared with his micery, and seventy
defeats 1tsclf by exciting pity

The mbbet, mdeed, certanly disables those who
die upon 1t fiom mfesting the community, but thew
death seems not to contribute more to the reforma-
tion of their assocates, than any other method of se-
paration A thief seldom passes much of lus tme
w recolfechion or anticipatton, but fiom robbery
bastens to riot, and from niot to robbery, nor, when
the grave closes upon his companion, has any other
care than to find another

The frequency of captal pumshments, therefore,
rarcly hinders the commssion of a crime, but na
turally and commonly prevents its detection, and 1s
if we procced only upon prudential principles,
chiefly for that reason to be avoided  Whatever may
be urged by casuists or politicians, the greater part
of mankmd, as they can never think that to pick the
pocket and to prerce the heart 13 equally crunnal, will
scarcely belicve that two malefactors so different
guilt can be yustly doomed to the same pumshment,
nor 3s the necessity of submitting the conseience to
human laws so'plawly evinced, so dearly stated, or so
generally allowed, but that the prous, the tender,

0 T2 and
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and the just, will always sciuple to concur with the
community mn an act which thewr private judgment
cannot appiove ‘

He' who knows not how often 11goious laws pro-
duce total mmpumty, and how many crimes are con-
cealed and forgotten for fear of hunying the offender
to that state i which there 1s no 1epentance, has
conversed very httle with mankind. And whatever
epithets of 1eproach o1 contempt this compassion
may mcur from those who confound ciuelty with
fumness, I know not whether any wise man would
wish 1t less powerful, or less extensive.

If those whom the wisdom of our laws has con-
demned to die, had been detected m their rudi-
ments of robbery, they might, by proper discipline
and useful labour, have been disentangled from their
habits, they might have escaped all the temptation
to subsequent crimes, and passed their days m 1epara-
tion and pemtence, and detected they might all
have been, had the piosecutors been certamn that
therr lives would have been spared I beheve, every
thuef will confess, that he has been moie than onee
seized and dismissed ; and that he has sometimes ven-
tuted upon capital ciimes, because he knew, that
those whom he mjured would rather conmve at his
escape, than clond therr minds with the hoirours of his
death S

All laws against wickedness are meffectual, un-
less some will mform, and some will prosecute , but
till we mitigate the penalties for mere violations
of pioperty, mfoimation will always be hated, and
prosecution dreaded  The heart of a good man

cannot
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cannot but recoll at the thought of pumshmg a
shight myury with death, especially when he remem-
bers, that the thef mmght have procured syfety by
another crime, from “hlch he was restraned only by
lus rematning virtae.

The oblxgallons to assist the exercise of publick
Justice are ndeed strong, but they will certamly be
overponered by tenderness for ife  What 1s pumshed
with severity contrary to our ideas of adequate re-
tribution, will be seldom discovered, and multitudes
will be suffered to advance from cnime to crime, till
they deserve death, because, if they had been sooner
prosecuted, they would have suffered death before
they deserved it.

Tlus scheme of wvigorating the laws by relaxa-
tion, and cxurpating wichedness by lewmty, 13 so re-
mote from common practice, that I might reasonably
fear to expose 1t to the publich, could 1t be supported
only by my own observations I shall, therefore, by
ascribing 1t to its author, Sir Thomas More, endea-
vour to procurc 1t that attention, which I wish al-
ways paid to prudence, to justice, and to mercy

*3
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Nuwms. 115. Turspay, dpril 23, 1751.

Quedam parva quidem, sed non toleranda maritis  Juv.

Some faults, tho’ small, intolerable grow. Duypev

To the RAMBLER.
SIR,

‘B’ SIT down, in pursuance of my late engagement,
to recount the 1emaming part of the adventures
that befel me in my long quest of conjugal telicity,
which, though I have not yet been so happy as to
obtain it, I have at least endeavoured to deserve by
unweailed diligence, without suffering fiom iepeated
disappomtments any abatement of my hope, o re-
pression of my activity
You must have observed m the waild a species of
mottals who employ themselves 1n promoting matii-
mony, and without any wisible motise of mteirest or
vanity, without any discoverable impulse of malice
or benevolence, without any ieason, but that they
want objects of attention and topicks of conveisation,
are mcessantly busy m procuiing wives and husbands.
They fill the ears of every single man and woman
with some convenient match, and when they aie -
formed of your age and fortune, offer a paitner for life
with the same readiness, and the same mdifference,
as a salesman, when he has taken measuie by his eye,
fits his customer with a coat
It might be expected that they should soon be dis-
couraged from this officious nterposition by resent-
ment
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ment o contempt, and that eiry man should de
termune the choice on which so mach of his happiness
must depend, by hus own judgment and ob.enat on
yet 1t happens, that as these piopesals are gune-
rally made with a show of lindness, they seldom
proyohe anger, but arc at worst heard with prtienee,
nd forgotten  lhey mfluence weah miuds to ap
probation , for many are sure to find m a new ac
quamtance, whatever qualities report has taught
them to expect, and m more powerful and active
understandings they eacite curjosity, and sometimes,
by a lucky chance, bring persons of smmliwr tempers
within the attraction of each other

I was known to possess a fortune, and to want a
wife, and therefore was frequently attended by these
hymeneal solicitors, with whose importumty I was
somettmes diverted, and sometimes peiplexed , for
they contended for me as vultures for o carcass,
cach employing all fus cloquence, and all lus artt-
fices, to enforce and promote lus own scheme, from
the success of which he was to 1ecerve no other ad-
vantage than the pleasure of defeating others equally
eager, and equally industrious

An nvitation to sup with one of those busy foiends,
made me, by a concerted chance, acquamted with Ca-
mulla, by whom 1t was expected that I should be
suddenly and irresistibly enslaved  The lady, whom
the same Jandness had brought without her own con-
currence mnto the lists of love, scemed to thinh me at
least worthy of the honour of captivity, and exerted
the power, both of her eyes and wit, with so much
art and spirtt, that though I had been too often de
ceived by appearances to devote mvself wrevocably

T4 at
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at the fust mterview, yet I could not suppiess some
1aptures of admuation, and flutters of desne. I was
easlly persuaded to make neaier approaches, but soon
discovered, that an union with Camelle was not much
to be wished Cuammlle professed a boundless con-
tempt for the folly, levity, 1gnorance, and mmpeit-
nence ot her own sex, and very fiequently expiessed
her wonder that men of learming or expetience could
submit to tifle away life with beings incapable of
solid thought In mixed compames, she always as-
sociated with the men, and declared her saustaction
when the ladics 1ctued  If any shoit excuision into
the countiy was pioposed, she commonly insisted
upon the exclusion of women fiom the paity; be-
cause, wheie they weie adimtted, the time was wasted
m fiothy compliments, weak ndulgencies, and idle
cetemomes To show the greatness of her mind, she
avorded all comphiance with the tashion, and, to boast
the profundity of her knowledge, mistook the various
textmes of silk, confounded tabbies with damasks,
and sent for ribands by wiong names  She despised
the commeice of stated visits, a faice of empty foim
without mstiuction , and congiatulated heiself, that
she never leained to wiite message cards. She often
applauded the noble sentiment of Plato, who rejoiced
that he was boin a man 1ather than a woman, pio-
claimed her appiobation of Swiff’s opinon, that wo-
men aie only a higher species of monkeys; and con-
fessed, that when she consideied the behaviour, or
heaid the conversation, of her sex, she could not but
forgive the Turks for suspecting them to want souls

It was the joy and pude of Camulle to have pro-
voked, by this insolence, all the rage of hatied, and

all
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all the persecutions of calumny, nor was she ever
more elevated with her own supenionty, than when
she talked of female anger, and female cunning
Well, says she, has nature provided tlat such viru
lence should be disabled by folly, and such cruelty he
restrained by impotence
Canulla doubtless expected, that what she lost on
one side, she should gain on the other, and uuagmed
that every male heart would be open to a lady who
made such generous advances to the borders of vui-
Lty But wan, ungrateful man, mstead of springmng
fornard to meet her, shrunk bach at her appioach
She was persecuted by the ladics as a deserter, and at
best received by the men only 15 a fugitive I, for
my part, amused myself a wlile with her foppenes,
but novelty soon gave way to detestation, for nothing
out of the common order of nature can be long
born I had no mchination to a wife who had tle
ruggedness of a wtan without lus force nd the 1o
rance of a woman without her softness nor could I
thinh my quiet and honour to be entrusted to such
audacious virtue as was howrly courting danger, and
soliciting assault
My nest mstress was Nuella a lady of gentle
mien, and soft voice, always speakmg to approve,
and rcady to receive direction from those with whom
chance had brought her nto company In Nitela
I promised myself an easy fiiend, with whom I might
loter away the day without disturbance or alterca-
tion I therefore soon resolved to address her, but
was discouraged from prosecuting my courtship by
observing, that her apartments were superstittously
regular , and that, unless she had notice of my visit,
she
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she was never to be seen. There 1s a kind of anxious
cleanlmess which I have always noted as the charac-
teristich of a slattein, 1t 15 the superfluous scrupulo-
sity of guilt, dreading discovery, and shunning suspi-
cion. 1t 1s the violence of an effort against habit,
which, bemg mmpelled by exteinal motives, cannot
stop at the middle pomt

Nitella was always tricked out rather with nicety
than elegance, and seldom could forbear to discover,
by -her uneasiness and constraint, that her attention
was bwdened, and, her imagmation engrossed. I
therefore concluded, that being only occastonally and
amhitiously dressed, she was not familiaiized to her
own ornaments  There are so many competitors for
the fame of cleanliness, that 1t 1s not hard to gam -
formation of those that fail, from those that deswre
to excel I quickly found, that Nuwella passed her
time between finery and dut, and was always in a
wrapper, nightcap, and shippers, when she was not
decorated for immediate show.

I was then led by my ewl destiny to Charybdis,
who never neglected an opportunity of seizing a new
prey when it came within ler reach. I thought my-
self quickly made happy by permission to attend her -
to publick places; and pleascd my own vamty with
imagming the envy which I should raise m a thousand
heaits, by appeaiing as the acknowledged favourite
of Charybdis. She soon after hinted her intention to
take a ramble for a fortmght, mto a pait of the
kingdom which she had never seen. I solicited the
, happiness of accompanying her, which, after a short
reluctance, was indulged me. She had no other cu-
riosity on her jouiney, than after all possible means of

expense ;
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espense, and was every moment tahing occasion to
mention some dehicacy, which I knew it my duty upon
such notices to procure

After our return, beng now more famihar, she
told me, whenever we met of some new diversion
at maht she had notice of a charmmig company that
would breakfast 1 the gardens, and m the morning
had been wformed of some new song 11 the opera,
some new dress at the playhouse, or some performer
at a concert whom she longed to hear  Her intelli~
gence was such, that there never was a show, to which
she did not summon me on the second day, and as
she hated a crowd, and could not go alone, 1 was
obliged to attend at some mtermediate hour, and pay
the price of a whole company  When we passed the
streets, she was often charmed with some trmket m
the tovshops, and, from moderate desues of seals and
snuff boxes, rose, by degrees to gold and diamonds
T now began to find the smile of Charybdis too costly
for a private purse, and added one more to six and
forty lovers, whose fortune and patience he: rapacity
had exhausted

JTmpera then took possession of my affections, bat
kept them only for a short tme  She had newly n
herited a large fortune, and having spent the eaily
part of her ife in the perusal of romances, brought
with her into the gay wald all the pride of Clopatra,
expected nothing less than vows, altars, and sacri
fices, and thought her charms dishonoured and
her power mfrmged, by the softest opposition to hei
sentiments, or the smallest transgression of her com
mands  Tune mught indeed cure this species of
pride a0 a mind not naturally undiscerning, and vi-

tiated
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tiated only by false 1epiesentations, but the opera-
tions of tune aie slow, and I theiefoie left her to
grow wise at leisure, o1 to continue in erour at her
own expense.

Thus I have hitheito, 1n spite of myself, passed my
Ife mn fiozen celibacy. My fuends, indeed, often
tell me, that I flatter my umnagination with Iigher
hopes than human natwie can gratify ; that I dress
up an ideal chaimer 1 all the radiance of perfection,
_and then enter the world to look for the same excel-
lence m corpoeal beauty. DBut surely, Mi. Raa-
BLER, 1t is not madness to hope for some teirestiial
lady unstained with the spots which I have been de-
cribing, at least, I am resolved to puisuc my
seaach, for I am so far fiom thinking meanly of
marriage, that I believe it able to afford the highest
happmess decreed to ou piesent state; and if, after
all these miscarmiages, I find a woman that fills up my
expectation, you shall hear once more from

Yours, &c.
HyMEeNTUs.
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Nuus 116 Syrurp sy, dprd 27, 1751
Optat cphippia bos prger  oplat arare caballus Honr

Thus the slow o would gaudy trappings claim,
The sprightly horse would plough Francis

Lo the RAMBLER

SIR,
WAS the second son of a country gentleman by
the daughter of a wealthy atizen of Londom
My father having by his marmage freed the estate
from a hcavy mort age, and pad lus sisters thewr
portions, thought himsclf discharged from all obliga-
tion to further thought, and entitled to spend the
rest of s hfe m reral pleasures He therefore
spared nothing that mmght contribute to the comple-
tion of lus fehaity, he procured the best guns and
horses that the hingdom could supply, paid laige sa-
lanes to us groom and huntsman, and became the
envy of the country for the diseipline of s hounds
But, atove all lus other attanments, be was emment
for a breed of ponters and setting dogs, wlich by
long and wiglant cultivation he had so much im
proved, that not a partridge or heathcoch could rest
mn security, and game of whatever species, that dared
to bght upon lis manor, was beaten down by lus
shot, or covered with fus nets
My elder brother ,was very early mtiated n the
chace and, at an age when other boys are creeping like
snails unwillingly to school, he could wind the horn,
beat
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beat the bushes, bound over hedges, and swim 1ivers.
'When the huntsman one day bioke his leg, he sup-
pled his place with equal abilities, and came home
with the scut m his hat, amidst the acclamations of
the whole village T bemg either delicate or timor-
ous, less desirous of honour, or less capable of sylvan
heroism, was always the favourite of my mother, be-
cause I kept my coat clean, and my complexion fiee
from fieckles, and did not come home, like my bro-
ther, mired and tanned, nor carry corn in my hat to
. the horse, nor bring duty curs mto the pailour.

My mother had not been taught to amuse herself
with books, and being much mclined to despise the
ignorance and barbarity of the country ladies, dis-
damed to learn their sentiments o1 conversation, and
had made no addition to the notions which she had
brought from the precincts of Cornfull. She was,
therefore, always recountng the gloues of the city;
enumerating the succession of mayors; celebiating
the macmﬁcence of the banquets at Guildhall; and
xelatmor the civilities paid her at the companes feasts
by men, of whom some are now made aldermen, some
have fined for sheiiffs, and none aie worth less than
forty thousand pounds She fiequently displayed
her father’s gieatness; told of the large bills which
he had paid at sight ; of the sums for which his word
would pass upon the Exchange, the heaps of gold
which he used on Sazurday mgbt to toss about with a
shovel, the extent of his waiehouse, and the strength
of lis doors; and when she relaxed her imagmation
with lower subjects, described the fuimiture of their
country-house, or repeated the wit of the cleiks and

porters,
By
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By these nanaties I was fired with the splendour
and dignity of London, und of trade I therefore
«devoted myself to a shop, and warmed my unagma-
tion from year to year with mquiries about the pn
vileges of a frecman, the power of the common coun
cil, the digmty of a wholesale dealer, and the gran-
deur of mayoralty, to which my mother assured me
that many had arrnived who began the world with less
than myself

I was very ipatient to enter mto a path, which
led to such honour and feheity, but was forced for
a time to endure some repression of my eagerness, fou
it was my grandfather > maxim, that @ young man sel-
dom wakes much money, who 1s out of lus tune before
two-and twenty  They thought 1t necessary, there-
fore, to heep me at home tll the proper age, with-
out any other employment than that of ledrning mer-
chants’ accounts, and the art of regulating books,
but at length the tedious days clapsed, I was trans-
planted to town, and, with great satisfaction to my-
self, bound to a haberdasher

My master, whe had no conception of any vir-
tue, ment, or dignty, but that of bemng rich, had
all the good quahties which naturally anse from a
close and unwearied attention to the man chance,
Ins desire to gam wealth was so well tempeied by the
vamiy of showmg it, that, without any other prm-
ciple of action, he lived in the esteem of the whole
commercial world, and was always treated with re-
spect by the only men, whose good opuuon he valued
or sohcited, those who were umyersally allowed, to
be ncher than hmself 1

By
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By his mstiuctions I leamned m a few weeks to
handle a yard with great dextenty, to wind tape
neatly upon the ends of my fingers, and to make up
parcels with exact frugahty of paper and packthread,
and soon caught from my fellow-apprentices the
true grace of a counter-bow, the careless air with
which a small pair of scales 15 to be held between
the fingers, and the vigour and spughthiness with
which the box, after the 11band has been cut, 1s re-
turned mto 1ts place Having no deswre of any
hgher employment, and theiefore applymng all my
powers to the knowledge of my trade, I was quickly
master of all that could be known, became a critick
in small waies, contuived new vaiations of figures,
and new mixtures of colours, and was sometimes
consulted by the weavers when they piojectcd fashions
for the ensuing sprig

With all these accomplishments, in the fourth year
of my appienticeship, I paid a visit to my friends m
the country, where 1 expected to be received as a
new ornament of the family, and consulted by the
neighbouring gentlemen as a master of pecuniary
knowledge, and by the ladies as an oiacle of the mode
But unbappily, at the fust publick table to which T
was mvited, appeared a student of the Temple, and an
officer of the guards, who looked upon me with a smile
of contempt, which destroyed at once all my hopes
of distinction, so that I durst hardly 1a1se my eyes for
fear of encountering therr superionity of mien  Nor
was my courage revived by any opportumties of dis-
playing my knowledge; for the templar entertamed
the company for part of the day with historical narre-
v 23 . tives
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tives and political observations, and the colonel af-
ternards detmled the adventures of a birth night,
told the clams and evpectations of the courtiers,
and gave an account of assemblies, gardens, and di
versions I, deed, essayed to fill up a pause m 2
parhamentny debate with a famt mention of trade
and Spamaids, and once attempted, with some
warmth, to correct a gross mistahe about a siver
breast knot, but neither of my antagomsts seemed
to thioh a reply necessary, they resumed ther dis-
course without emotion, and again engrossed the at
tention of the company, nor did onc of the ladies
appear desirous to hnow my opimton of her dress, or
to hear how Jong the carnation shot with white, thit
was then new amongst them, had been antiquated 1n
town

As I hnew that neither of these gentlemen had
more money than myself, I could not discover what
had depressed me tn thar presence, nor why they
were considered by others as moie woithy of atten
tion and respect, and therefore resolved, when we
met agan, to rouse my spmt and force myself ito
notice I went very carly to the next weehly mcet-
mg, and was entertamng a small arcle very suecess
fully with a minute representation of my lord mayol s
show, when the colonel entered careless and gy, sat
down with a kind of uncercmonious cnvility  and,
without appearng to ntend any interruption drew
my audience away to the other part of the room, to
which 1 had not the courage to follow them  Soon
after came 1 the lawyer not mdeed with the same
attractron of mien, but with greater powers of lan
guage, and by one or other the company was 50

Vor V U happily
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happily amused, that I was neither heard nor seen,
“ nor was able to give any other proof of my existence
than that I put 10und the glass, and was in my turn
permitted to name the toast.

My mother mdeed endeavoured to comfort me in
my vexation, by telling me, that perhaps these showy
talkers were haidly able to pay every one his own;
that he who has money 1n his pocket need not care
what any man says of him, that, if I minded my
tiade, the time will come when lawyers and soldiers
would be glad to borrow out of my pwmse, and that
it 1s fine, when a man can set his hands to his sides,
and say he 1s worth forty thousand pounds every day
of the year. These and many more such consola-
tions and encouragements I recewved from my good
mother, whlch however, did not much allay my un-
easiness , for having by some acecident heard, that
the country ladies despised her as a cit, I had theie-
fore no longer much reverence for her opmions, but
considered her as one whose ignorance and prejudice
had hwiried me, though without il mntentions, into a
state of meanness and ignominy, from which I could
not find any possibility of rising to the rank which my
ancestors had always held

I retuined, however, to my master, and busied my-
self among thread, and silks, and laces, but without
my former cheerfulness and alacrity. I had now no
longer any fehcaity m contemplating the exact dispo-
siton of my powdered curls, the equal plaits of my
ruffles, o1 the glossy blackness of my shoes, nor
heard with my former elevation those compliments
which ladies sometimes condescended to pay me
upon my readiness i twifting a paper, or counting

out.
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out the change The term of Young Alan, with
which 1 was sometimes honoured, as I carried a
parcel to the door of a coach, tortured my inagina
tion, I grew neglgent of my person, and sullen mn my
temper, often mistook the demands of the customers,
treated their caprices and objections with contempt,
and received and disumssed them with surly silence

My master was afraid lest the shop should suffer by
this change of my behaviour, and, therefore, after
some expostulations, posted me 1 the warehouse
and preserved me from the danger and ieproach of
desertion, to winch my discontent would certanly
have urged me, had I continued any longer behind
the counter

In the sixth year of my servitude my brother died
of drunken joy, for having run down a fox that had
baffled all the pachs m the province I was now
herr, and with the hearty consent of my master com
menced gentleman The adventures 1 which my
new character engaged we shall be communicated
another letter, by, Sir,

Yours, &c
MisocarELus



202 THE RAMBLER. N°117.

Nuwns. 117. Tuespay, Aprl 30, 1751.
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The gods they challenge, and affect the skies
Heav’d on Olympus tott'ring Ossa stood ;
On Ossa, Peclion nods with all hus wood Pore

To the RAMBLER.

SIR,

OTHIN G has more 1etarded the advance-

ment of leainng than the disposition of vul-
gar minds to ridicule and vilify what they cannot
comprehend.  All" industry must be excited by hope;
and as the student often proposes no other iewaid to
himself than praise, he 15 easily discomaged by con-
tempt and nsult He who biings with him mto a
clamorous multitude the tumdity of 1ecluse specula-
tion, and has never haidened his front m publick hfe,
or accustomed his passions to the vicissitudes and ac-
cidents, the tiiumphs and defeats of mixed conversa-
tion, will blush at the staie of petulant incredulity,
and suffer lumself to be diiven by a burst of laughter,
fiom the fortiesses of demonstration. The mechanist
will be afraid to asseit before haidy contiadiction, the
possibility of tearing down bulwarks with a silk-woim’s
‘thiead , and the astronomer of relating the rapidity of
hglt, the distance of the fixed stars, and the height
of the lunar mountains.

If
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If I could by any efforts have shaken off this
cowaydice, I had not sheltered myself under a boi-
rowed name, nor apphied to you for the means of
communicating 10 the publick the theory of a gar-
ret, 2 subject which, except some slight and transient
strictures, has been hitherto neglected by those who
were best qualfied to adorn it, either for want of
lesure to prosecute the varous researches m which
a mice discussion must engage them, or because 1t re-
quires such dwersity of knownledge, and such extent
of cutiosity, as s scareely to be found mn any single
mtellect, or perhaps others foresaw the tumuits
nwhich would be rased agunst them, and confined
thewr hnowledze to therr own breasts, and abandoned
prejudice and folly to the direction of chance

"That the professors of literature generally reside n
the highest stores, has been immemorially observed
‘The wisdom of the ancicafs was well acquamted
with the tellectual advantages of an elevated situa-
tion why else were the Afuses stationed on Olympus
or Parnassus, by those who could with equalinght
have rased them bowers i the vale of Tempe, o1
erected their altars among the flexures of Jleander 2
Why was Jove limself nursed upon a mountam ¢ or
why did the goddesses, when the prize of beauty was
contested, tiy the cause upon the top of Zda? Such
were the fictions by which the great masters of the
earher ages endeavoured to mculeate fo posterity
the mmpaitance of a garret, which, though they had
been long obscured by the neghgence and ignorance
of succeedmg times, were well enforced by the cele
brated symbol of Pythagoras, avpis wisarwy vrv nxw
mpocxwver, ““ when the sund blows, worship its echo

v3 Thus
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"Thus could not but be undewstood by his disciples as
an violable junction to live m a ganet, which I
have found fiequently viaited by the echo and the
wind. Nor was the tiadition wholly obliterated 1n
the age of Augustus, for Tibullus evidently conga-
tulates mmself upon his gauet, not without some
allusion to the Pythagorean precept:

Quam jucat vmmtes ventos andn ¢ cubantem
Aut, gclidas hybernus aquas cm fuderst auster,
Secwr um somnos, unbi ¢ yjuvante, seque !

Jlow sweet 1n sleep to pass the careless hours,
Lull’d by the beating winds and dashing show’rs!

And 1t 1s impossible not to aiscover the fondness
of ZLucretws, an emlier wuter, for a garret, in his
descuption of the lofty towers of sciene leainmng,
and of the pleasuwie with which a wise man looks

down upon the confused and erratich state of the
woild moving below him

Sed mil dulcus est, bene quam munita tenere
Lditd doctyind saprentum templa serena,
Despicer e unde queas alios, passimque videre
Lirare, atque viam palanters quier er ¢ vitee.

To vutue’s heights, with wisdom well supply’d,

And all the magazines of leaining fortify’d

From thence to look velow on human kind,

Bewilder'd in the maze of hife, and blind. DrypEN,

"Tis sweet thy lab’ring steps to gwide }

The mstitution has, iadecd, continued to our own
time, the garret 15 still the usual 1eceptacle of the
ptulosopher and poet; but this, hke many ancient

customs,
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customs, 15 perpetuated only by an accidental imita-
tion, without hnowledge of the ongmnal reason for
which 1t was estabhshed

Causa latet  res est notussuma
The cause 1s secret but th effect 15 hnown ApDIsoN

Conjectures have, mdeed, been advanced concern-
mg these habitations of lterature, but without much
satisfaction to the judicious inquirer  Some have
mmagmned, that the garret 15 gencrally chosen by the
wits as most easitv rented , and concluded that no
man rejorces n his aenal abode, but on the days of
payment  Others suspect, that a garret 1» chefly
convenient, 15 1t 15 iemoter than any other part of
the house from the outer door, which 1s often ob-
served to be mnfested by wisitants, who talk ncessant-
ly of beer, orhnen, or a coat, and repeat the same
sounds every mormng and sometimes agamn 1 the
afternoon, without any variation except that they
grow daly more mmportunate and clamorous, and
raise their voices n time from mournful murmurs to
raging vociferaions. This eternal monotony 15 al-
ways detestable to a man whose chief pleasure 15 to
enlarge his hnowledge, and vary his ideas Others
tall of freedom from noise, and abstraction from
common business or amucements, and some, yet
more visionary, tell us, that the faculties are en
larged by open prospects, and that the fancy s
more at liberty, when the eye ranges without confine-
ment

These convemencies may perhaps all be found
m @ well chosen garret, but surely they caunot be

U 4 supposed
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supposed sufficiently impoitant to have operated un-
vaiiably upon different clunates, distant ages, and
separate nations  Of an unwveisal practice, theie
must still be presumed an umveisal cause, which,
however 1econdite and abstiuse, may be perhaps re-
served to make me 1llustious by its discovery, and
you by 1its promulgation,

It 1s unweisally known that the faculties of the
mind are mvigorated o weakened by the state of
the body, and that the body 15 in a gicat measure
regulated by the vaiious compiessions ot the ambient
element. The cftects of the air in the production
or cure of coiporcal maladics have been acknow.
ledged from the time of Ilippocrates; but no man
has yet sufiiciently consideied how far 1t may -
fluence the operations of the genws, though every day
affords instances of local undeistanding, of wits and
1easoners, whose faculties are adapted to some single
spot, and who, when they aic 1emoved to any other
place, sink at once mto sience and stupihty. I
have discovered, by a long scies of obseivations,
that mvent:on and elocution suffer great mmpedi-
ments fiom dense and unpure vapouis, and that the
tenuity of a defecated 2un at a proper distance from
the suiface of the eaith, acceleiates the fancy, and
sets at libeity those mtellectual powers which wele
before shackled by too strong attiaction, and unable
to expand themselves under the pressuwie of a gioss
atmosphere. I have found dulness to qulcken mnto
pentiment in a thin ether, as water, though not
very hot, boils m a recewer paitly exhausted, and
heads, m appearance empty, have teemed with no-
fions upon risig ground, as the flacad sides of a

football



N 117 THE RANBLER 297

football would bave swelled out mto stllness and
eatension
Tor this reason I never think myself qualificd to
Judge decisively of any muns faculties, whom I have
only known 1n one degrec of eluvation, but tuhe sone
opportumty of attending him from the cellar to the
ganet, and try upon lum ul the varous degrees of
rarefaction and condensation, tenston and laxity  If
he 1s nesther vivacious aloft, nor serious below, I
then consider lum as hopeless, but as it seldow hap-
pens, that Ido pot find the temper to which the tex-
ture of s bran 1s fitted, I accommodate him m time
with a tube of mercury, first marking the pomts most
favourable to lus mtellects, according to rules which I
have long studied, and which I mny, perhaps, reveal
to mankind 1 a complete trcatise of barometrical
pneumatology
Another cause of the gayety and sprightliness of
the dwellers n gariets 1s probably the ncrease of
that vertiginous motion, with wiuch we are camd
round by the dwrnal revolution of the carth  Ihe
power of a_itation upon the spmnts 1s well known,
every man has felt s heart lightened n a rapid
velucle, or on 2 pgalloping horse, and nothing 1s
plamer, than that he who towers to the fifth story,
1s whirled  through more space by every circumro-
tation, than another that grove's upon the ground-
floor The nations between the tropicks are hnown
to be fiery, inconstant, mventive, and fanaiful , be-
cause, Inmg at the utmost length of the carths
diameter they are carried about with more swiftness
than those whom‘nature has placed nearer to the
poles, and therefore, as 1t becomes a wise man to
struggle
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stiuggle with the nconvemencies of lis country,
whenever celeiity and acuteness aie 1equisite, we
must actuate our languor by takinga few turns round
the centre m a gaet.

If you imagme that I ascribe to aw and motion
effects which they cannot produce, I desire you to
consult your own memoty, and consider whether you
have never known a man acquue ieputation in his
garret, which, when fortune o1 a pation had placed
him upon the fist floor, he was unable to mamtain,
and who never iecoveted lis former wvigour of
understanding, till he was 1estored to his original
sitwation. That a gariet will make every man a wit,
I am very far fiom supposing, I know there are
some who would continue blockheads even on the
summit of the Andes, or on the peak of Zenerife.
But let not any man be consideied as ummprovable
till this potent remedy has been tried , for perhaps
he was formed to be gieat only in a garret, as the
jomer of drefeus was rational m no other place but
his own shop. -

I think a frequent removal to various distances
fiom the centre, so necessary to a just estimate of ine
tellectual abilities, and consequently of so great use
in education, that if T hoped that the publick could
be persuaded to so expensive an experiment, I would
propose, that there should be a cavern dug, and a
tower erccted, like those which Bacon describes in
Solomor’s house, for the expansion and concentration
of undesstanding, accordng to the exigence of dif-
ferent employments, or constitutions. Perhaps some
that fume away in meditations upon time and space
in the tower, might compose tables of nterest at a

certain
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certamn depth, and he that upon level ground stag
nates n silence, or ereeps In narrative, mught, at the
height of half a mile, ferment 1to merriment, sparhle

with repartee, and froth with declamation
Addison observes, that we inay find the heat of
Virgils cimate, n some hines of lus Georgich so,
when I read 4 compooition, I immediately determine
the height of the authors habitation  As an cla
borate performance 15 commonly sud to smell of
the lamp, my commendation of a noble thought, a
sprightly sally, or a bold figure, 15 to pronounce 1t
fresh from the garret, an expression wluch would
break from me upon the perusal of most of your
papers, did I not believe, that you somctimes quit

the garret, and ascend 1nto the coch loft
Iy PERT ATUS,
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Nums. 118. Saturpay, May 4, 1751.

1

Omnes dlacrymabales
Ui gentur, 1gnotique longd
Nocte. Hoxn -

In endless mght they sleep, unwept, unknown Fraxcis

ITCERO has, with s usual elegance and
magnificence of language, attempted, in lus 1e-

lation of the dream of Scipio, to depreciate those
honours for which he himself appears to have panted
with restless solicitude, by showing within what
narrow limits all that fame and celebrity which man
can hope for from men is circumscribed.

“ You see,” says Africanus, pointing at the earth,

from the celestial regions, “ that the globe assigned
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to the residence and habitation of human beings
is of small dimensions how then can you ob-
tain fiom the praise of men, any gloiy worthy of
a wish? Of this httle world the inhabited paits
are neither numerous nor wide , even the spots
wheie men aie to be found aie broken by imnter-
vening deserts, and the nations are 50 separated
as that nothing can be transmitted fiom one to
another. With the people of the south, by whom
the opposite pait of the eaith 1s possessed, you have
no inteicouise, and by how small a tract do
you communicate with the countries of the
north * The tenatory which you mhabit 1s no more
than a scanty 1sland, mclosed by a small body of

“ water,
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water, to which you give the name of the geat sea
and the Atlanti] occan  And even m this known
and frequented continent, what hope can you en-
tertamn, that your renown will pass the strcam of
Ganges, or the ehffs of Caucasus? or by whom will
your mame be uttered mn the extremuties of the
north or south, towards the nsmg or the setting
sun? So narrow 15 the space to which your fame
can be propagated, and cven there how long will
1t remain ¢
e then proceeds to assign natural causes why fame
15 not only narrow m its extent, but short 1n its dura-
tion, he observes the difference between the compu
tation of time m earth and heaven, and declares that
according to the celestial chronology, no human he-
nours can last a single year

Such are the objections by which Zully has made
a show of discouraging the pursuit of fame, objections
which sufficiently discover his tenderness and regard
for lns darling phantom  Hoemer, when the plan of
tus poem made the death of Patroclus necessary, ve-
solved, at least, that he should die with lionour, and
therefore brought down agamst nm the patron god
of 77 oy, and left to Hecfor only the mean tash of giving
the last blow to an enemy whom a divine hand had
disabled from resistance  Thus Zklly ennobles fame,
which he professes to degrade, by opposmg it to ce
lestial happness, he confines not 1ts extent but by the
boundaries of nature, nor contracts its duration but by
representing 1t small 1 the estmation of superior
bemgs  He stll admits 1t the yghest and noblest of
terrestrial abjects, and alleges little more against 1t, than
that 1t 1s neither without end, nor without Lumits

' What

.- a A on onon
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Whist miuht be the (ivet of the © ol callvits Crgge
vived e Crecront i duquance to B v vder Lanle
s, cannot be dotesmmned, bt ©n 0 e ain
shall s the preaant aze sl i, donole ceraea wll
find themo vl s mschy depres- doag taw bopes, or -
tardad 1 tiar de<izas, o L not s vy e -
hieve, that thes wio erong us pe s twae hees an e
caltnvation ot knowloday, o acguintion ut poer,
have vy anaouady ssguisad what opons prosvail
on the turther banks o tu lansos, o Favisunaied
any ctiort by the dotie of sproadimy thon wnoun
amony the dans of Cuteasn, Loe hopes and Teats
of modern mmds wie contant o ey ma Baseeor
cotpase, o single nation, and a fos v, hase 2
nerally suthaent amphtade to ol oar e zestons,

A hittde wonstdaration sl mdued e us, that
fame has other bt tan monntaes anl uceais ;
and that he who places bappucsy e tae frogront e
petition ot his nune, may spend bis e 1 propasstin
it, without any danger ol weeping tor uee warhls,
or uecesity of passing the L fefantih sva

The numbus to whom any real and puccpuble
good o1 evil can be derved by the qieatest poser, o
most active: dihgence, are meonsdurable , and whae
ncither benefit nor mschie! operate, the only motwse
to the meution o1 yemembrance of othuis v Lunoity ;
a passion, which, though m some degice universally
assoctated to reason, 1» casily confined, ovarboin, or
diverted from any patticular object.

Among the lovar classes ot manhmnd, there wall
be found vay httle desue of any other hnowledue,
than what may contnibute nnmediately to the rehef
of some piessing uncasiess, o1 the attunment of

some
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some near advantage The Ztrhs are sud to hear with
wonder a.poposal to walk out, only that they may
walk back , and inguire why any man should labowm
for nothuing @ so those whose condition has always re-
strained them to the contemplation of ther own ne-
cessities, and who have been accustomed to look
fornard only to a small distance, will scarccly under-
stand, why mghts and days should be spent m studies,
which end 1 new studies, and which, according to
Malherbes observation, do not tend to lessen the
price of bread, nor will the trader or manufucturer
casity be persuaded, that much pleasure can aise
from the mere bnowledge of actions, performed
remote regions, or it distant times , or that any thing
can deserve therr mquiry, of which xases ofor axsopsy,
xde w8 pw, we can only hear the report, but which
cannot influence our lives by any consequences
The truth 15, that very few have leisure from n
dispensable busimess, to employ their thoughts upon
narrative or characters, and among those to whom
fortune has given the liberty of hving more by then
own choice, many create to themselves engagements,
by the wdulgence of some petty ambition, the ad
mssion of some wsatiable desire, or the toleration of
some predommant passion  The man whose whole
wish 15 to accumulate money has no other care than
to collect mterest, to estimate securities, and to en-
gage for mortgages the lover disdams to turn lus
ear to any other name than that of Corama, and the
courtier thinks the hour lost, which 15 not spent 1n
promonng s anterest, and facilitating s advance
ment  Lhe adventures of valour, and theidiscoves
nes of science, will find a cold reception, when they
are
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are obtiuded upon an attention thus busy with 1ts fa-
voulite amusement, and impatient of nteiruption or
disturbance.

But not only such employments as seduce atten-
tion by appearances of dignity, o1 piomises of hap-
piness, may 1estrain the mind fiom excuision and -
quuy ; cuilosity may be equally destioyed by less for-
midable enemies , 1t may be dissipated in trifles, or
congealed by ndolence. The spoitsman and the
man of diess have their heads filled with a fox o1 a
horse-race, a feather or a ball; and hive 1n 1gnoiance
of every thing heside, with as much content as he that
heaps up gold, ar solicits pieferment, digs the field,
or beats the anvil; and some yet lower in the ranks
of mtellect, dream out then days without pleasme or
business, without joy or sonow, nor ever 1ouse fiom
thewr lethaigy to hear o1 think '

Even of those who have dedicated theémselves to
knowledge, the far greater pait have confined their
cutlosity to a few objects, and have very httle mnchina-
tion to promote any fame, but that which therr own
studies entitle them to paitake The natuialist has
no desne to know the opmions o1 conjectures of the
philologer the botanist looks upon the astronomer
as a being unworthy of his1egard the lawyer scaicely
heais the name of a physician without contempt, and
he that is gtowing gieat and happy by electifymg a
bottle, wonders how the world can be engaged by
trifling prattle about war or peace.

If, therefore, he that magmes the woild filled with
_ his actions and prases, shall subduct fiom the num-
ber of his encomuasts, all those who aie placed below
the fight of fame, and who heai m the valleys of life

noe
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no voice but that of necessity, all those wno mmagme
themselves too important to regard him, and consider
the mention of his name as an usurpation of thewr
tume , all Who are tod muclf or too litle pleased
with themselves, to attend to any thing external, all
who are attiacted by pleasure, or chained downt by
pam, to unvarted ideas, all who are withheld from
attending hus triumph by different pursmts  and all
who slumber m umveisal neghgence, he will find Ins
renown straitened by nearer bounds than the rochs of
Claucasus, and perceive that no man can be venerable
or formidable, but to a small part of his fellow-
creatures

That we may net languisk 1 our endeavours after
excellence, 1t 15 necessary, that, as Aﬁtcamm counsels
Ius descendant, ““ we raise our eyes to higher pro-
¢ spects, and contemplate ous future and eternal
“ state, without gving up our hearts to the prawe
“ of crowds, ar fixiag our hopes on such renards as
¢ human power can hestow

Vor. V X
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Nuwms. 119. Torspay, May 7, 1751.

Ihacos wtra muros peccatur, et extra Hox.
Fanits lay on either side the Trojan tow’rs. Erpnixstox,

6o the RAMBLER.

SIR, .
S, notwithstanding all that wit, or malice, or
pride, or prudence, will be able to suggest,
men and women must at last pass their lives together,
I have never therefore thought those writers fiiends
to human happiness, who endeavour to excite in
either sex a general contempt or suspicion of the
other. To persuade them who are entering -the
world, and looking abroad for a suitable associate,
that all are equally witious, or equally rdiculous ;
that they who trust are certamly betrayed, and they
who esteem aie always disappointed , 15 not to
awaken judgment, but to inflame tementy. With-
out hope, theie can be no caution. Those who are
convinced, that no reason for preference can be
found. will never baiass their thoughts with doubt
and debberation, they will resolve, smce they are
doomed to misery, that no needless anxiety shall dis-
tarb thewr quiet; they will plunge at hazard nto
the crowd, and snatch the first hand that shall be held

toward them -
That the world is overrun with vice, cannot be
dented ; but vice, however predomnant, has not
yet
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yet ganed an unlumted dommion  Simple and
unmmgled good 13 not m our power, but we may
generally e.cape a greater evil by suffenng a luss,
and therefore, those who undertahe to wmtate the
young and iguorant 1 the hnowledge of hfe, should
be careful to mnculcate the possibility of virtue and
happiness, and to encourage endeavours by prospects
of success

You, perhaps, do not suspect, that these are the sen
tuncnts of one who his been subject for many years
to all the hardships of antquated virgimty , has been
long accustomed to the coldness of neglect, und the
petulance of msult  has been mortified w full as
semblies by mquiries after forgotten fashions, games
long disused, and wits and beauties of ancient re
nown, has been mwited, with malicious importu-
nity, to the sccond wedding of many acquaintances ,
has been rdiculed by two generations of coquets 1n
whispers mtended to be heard, and been long con-
sidered by the ary and gay, as too venerable for
familtarity, and too wise for pleasure It 15 wndeed
natural for mmy to provohe anger and by con
tual repetition to produce an habitual asperity ,
yet T bave hntherto struggled with so much wigilance
aganst my pride and my 1esentment, that I have
preserved my temper uncorrupted I have not vet
made 1t any part of my employment to collect sen
tences agamst maritage , noi am inclined to lessen
the number of the few frends whom time has left
me by obstructing that bappmess whichr I cannot
partake, and venting my yexation I censwes of the
fornardness and indiscretion of guf, or the con
stancy, tastelessness, and perfidy of men

2 It



308 TIIE RAMBLFER X° 110.
It 1s, mdeed, not very ditheult to bear that con-
dition to which we aie not condemned by neces~
sity, but nduccd by obseivation and choice ; and
therctore I, peithaps, have never yet felt all the ma-
Ligmty with which a 1cproach, edged with the ap-
pellation of old maid, swells some of those heoits
in which 1t 15 mfixed. I was not condemned 1n
my youth to sohitude, cither by indigence o1 de-
tonmmty, nor passed the eamlier pait of lfe without
the flatteay of couwtship, and the joys of tiumph
I have danced the 1ound of gayety amidst the mui=~
muws of cnvy, and giatulations of applause, been
attended fiom pleasuie to pleaswe by the great, the
sprghtly, and the vain, and seen my 1egaid soh-
aited by the obsequiousness of gallantiry, the gayety
of wit, and the tinndity ot love. If, theictore, I
am yet a shanger to nuptial happiness, I sufler
only the consequences of my own 1esolves, and
can look back upon the succession of loveis, whose
addiesses I have irgjected, without gief, and without

malice
When my name tust began to be inscribed upon
glasses, I was honowmed with the amoious pio-
fessions of the gay Venustulus, o gentleman, who,
beng the only son ot a wealthy famuly, had been
educated m all the wantonness of expense, and
softness of effemnacy  He was beautiful in his
person, and casy m his addiess, and, therefore,
soon gained upon my eye at an age when the
sight 1s very little owerniuled by the undeistand-
ing He had not any power m himself of glad-
dening o1 amusmg , but supphed his want of con-
veisation by treats and diveisions ; and s chief
ait
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art of courtslip was to fill the mund of bs mn tecss
with parties, rambles, musich, and shons  We were
often engiged m short cxeunstons to ,irdens ind - cats,
ad 1 was for a while plewsed with the care wlich
Venustulus discorcred i securing me from any appe ar-
ance of danger, or posiility of m dhinee  He
never fuled to recommend cantion to s co el m,
or to promuse the watern i a reward 1} be Junded uy
sife, and iwiys contrved to ruum by day light
for fiar of robbers  [lus extruordmary solicitude
was represented for o tine as the chect of lus ten
derness for me, but fear 1 o stron for con-
tmucd hypocrisy 1 soon discoscrd, thit T enustu
lus had the cowrdice » well 1y degance of 2 fo
male  Ihis smagmation was perpauilly clouded
with terrours, and he could <carcdy rufrun from
creams and outeries at wmy acadental surprie He
durst not enter a room if 1 rat was heard bclund the
wamscot, nor cross u fidd where the cattle were
frishing w the sunshine, the least brecze that waved
upon the river was o storm, and esery camour 1
the street was u ery of fire I have scen lum lose
Ins colour when my squurel hd broke his cham,
and was forced to throw water m lus fice on the
sudden cntrance of & blich cat.  Compission once
obliged me to drne awnay with my in a bedle
that kept hum m distiess, wd chide oft o dog that
yelped at his hecds, to which he would _fadly have
gven up me to faultate s own escape  Wo
men naturally expect defence and  protection fiom
a lovér or a husband  and therefore you will not think
me culpable m rcfusig o wreteh, who would have
burdened DIfe with unnccessary fiars, and flown ta
X3 me
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me for that succour which 1t was his duty to have
gven

My next lover was Fungosa, the son of a stock-
jobber, whose visits my fiiends, by the importunity
of peisuasion, prevailed upon me to allow  Lun-
gosa was no vely suitable companion, for having
been hied 1 a counting-house, he spoke a language
unmtelligible in any other place. Ile had no desne
of any reputation but that of an acute prognosticetor
of the changes m the funds, noi had any means of
raising meriiment, but by telling how somelody was
oventeached m a bargamn by lus father  Ide was, how-
ever, & youth of gieat sobiiety and prudence, and fie-
quently imnformed us how caiefully he would m-
prove my fortune I was not i haste to conclude
the match, but was so much awed by my paicnts,
that I dusst not dismuss him, and nught perthaps have
been doomed for ever to the grossness of pedlaiy, and
the jargon of wswy, had not a fiaud been discovered
in the settlement, which set me free fiom the peisecu-
tion of grovelling pride, and pecumary impudence.

I was afterwards six months without any paiticular
notice, but at last became the 1dol of the glittering
Flosculus, who piesciibed the mode of embioidery to
all the fops of his time, and varied at pleasuie the
cock of every hat, and the sleeve of eveiy coat that
appeared m fashionable assemiblies  Flosceclus made
some unpression upon my heait by a comphment
which few ladies can hear without emotion, he com-
mended my skill in diess, my judgment m suiting
colows, and my ait i disposing oinaments  But
Flosculus was too much engaged by his own clegance,
to be sufficiently atientive to the duties of a loves,

4]
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or to please with varied pratse an ear made delicate
by riot of adulaton He expected to be repid part
of lus tnibute, and stad anay threc days, because I
neglected to take nouce of a new coat [ quichly
found, that Flosculus was rather a rival than an ad-
nurer, and that we shonld probably hve m 2 perpe-
tual struggle of emulous fincry, and spend our lives
1 stratagews to be first n the fashion

I had soon after the honour at a feast of attracting
the eycs of Dentatus, one of those human bemngs whose
only happmess 1s to dine  Dentatus vegaled me with
foreign varicties, told me of measures that he had
lad for procuring the best cooh m Irance, and
entertamed me with bills of fare, prescribed the
arranzement of dishes, and taught me two sauces
miented by hunself At length, such s the uncer
tanty of human happiness, I declared iy opimon
too hastly upon a pie made under his own direction,
after which he grew se cold and neglyzent, that he
was easily dismissed

Many other lovers, or pretended lovers, I have
had the honour to lead a winle m trumph  But
two of them I drove fiom me, by discovenng that
they had no taste or hnowledge m musich, three I
dismissed, because they were drunhards, two, be
cause they pmd their addresses at the same time to
other ladies , and six, because they attempted to -
fluence my choice by bribmg my maid  Iwo more
T discarded at the second visit for obscene allusions,
and five for drollery on religon  In the latter part
of my reign, I sentenced two to perpetual exile, for
offening me settlements, by which the children of a
former marnage would have been mjured, four, for

x4 representing
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representing falsely the value of their/estates , thice
for concealing their debts; and one, for 1aising the
aent of a deciepit tenant.

I have now sent you a nanative, which the ladies
may oppose to the tale of Hymeneus. 1 mean not to
depieciate the sex which has produced poets and phi-
losophers, heroes and maityis, but will not sufter
the nsmg geneiation of beauties to be dejected by
paitial satue; or to unagine that those who censured
them have not hkewise then follies, and then vices.
I do not yet behieve happiness unattamable m mar-
uage, though I have never yet been able to find a
man, with whom I could piudently ventuie an mse-
parable union. It 1s necessary to cxpose faults, that
therwr deformity may be scen, but the 1eproach ought
aot to be extended beyond the aime, noi either sex
40 be contemned, becausc some women, o1 men, aie
indehcate or dishonest.

Iam, &

TRANQUILLA.
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Nuwup 120 Sarorpay, day 11, 1751

Redditum Cyre solio Phraaten,
Dussidens 11 b1 nunero beatorum
Lrumt virtus, populumgue falsis
D ocet uty
Vocibus Hox

True vniue can the crowd unteach

Ther false mistaken forms ot speech

Virtue to crowds a foe proftst,

Disdams to number with the Llest

Phraates by lus slaves ador’d,

Aud to the Partlian crown restor’d Cruvvas

N the reign of Jenghiz Can, conqueror of the cast,
m the aty of Saunar cand, Ived Nouradin the mer
chant, renowned throughout all the regions of Tndia,
for the extent of s commerce, wnd the mtegnty of
Ius dealmgs  His warchouses were filled with all the
commodities of the remotest nations, cvery rarity of
nature, every cunosity of art, whatever was valuable,
whatever was useful, hasted tolus hand  The streets
were crowded wath his carnages, the sea was covered
with lus ships, the streams of Owus were weired with
conveyance, wd every breeze of the shy wafted wealth
to Nouradn

At length Nouradun felt imself seized with a slow

malady, which he first endeavoured to divert by ap

pheation, and afterwards to relieve by luxury and
dulgence, but findmg his strength every day less,
he was at last ternfied, and called for help upon the
sages
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sages of physick - they filled his apartments with
alexiphaimichs, 1cstoratives, and essential vntues ,
the peails of the ocean were dissolved, the spices
of Adabie were distilled, and all the powers of natuie
weie employed to give new spuits to lus nerves, and
new balsam to bis blood  Nowradin was for some
tine amused with pronuscs, invigorated with cor-
dials, o1 soothed with anodynes; but the discase
preyed upon hbis vitals, and he soon discovered with
indignation, that health was not to be bought. He
was confined to lis chamber, deserted by his phy-
sicians, and rarcly visited by s fiiends, but his
unwillingness to die flatteted lim long with hopes
of lite.

At length, having passed the mght n tedious lan-
guor, he called to hun dlmamoulin, his only son,
and, dismissing his attendants, * My son,” says he,
“ behold here the weahness and tfragihty of man,
¢ look backward a few days, thy father was great
“ and happy, hesh as the veinal yose, and stiong as
the cedar of the mountain, the nations of s
‘diank his dews, and ait and commeice delighted
“ m tis shade  Malevolence beheld me, and sighed :
“ His 100t, she aited, 15 fixed m the depths, it 1s
watered by the fountams of Ouus, 1t sends out
¢ branches afar, and bids defiance to the blast; pru-
“ dence 1eclines agamst his trunk, and prosperity
dances on lus top  Now, dimamoulin, look upon
me withering and prostiate, look upon me, and
“ attend. I have tiafficked, I have piospered, I
“ have rioted n gam; my house 1s splendid, my
servants are numerous, yet I displayed only a
" small part of my riches, the rest, which I was hin-

“ dered
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« dered fiom enjoying by the, fear of raising envy, or
“« tempting rapacity, I have piled 1 towers, I have
buried in caverns, I bwe bidden 1 secret reposi-
tories, which thus scroll will discover My pur-
pose w1s, after ten months more spent m com
meice, to have withdrawn my wealth to a safer
country , to have given seven years to dehight and
festivity, and the remamning part of my days to
solitude and repentance, but the hand of death
1s upon me, a frgoufick torpor encroaches upon
my vems, I am now leaving the produce of my
toil, which 1t must be thy business to enjoy with
wisdom  The thou_bt of leaving Ins wealth filled
Noui adins with such griek, that he tell into convulsions,
became delntous and expired

dimamoulin, who loved lus father, was touched a
while with honest soirow, and »1t two hours i pro-
found meditation, without perusing the paper which
he held m Ius hand He then rctired to Ins own
chamber, as overborn with affliction, and there read
the nventory of lus new possessions, which swelled
Iis heart with such transpoit , that he no longer Ia
mented his fathers death  Ie was now sufficiently
composed to order 2 funeral of modest magnificence,
suitable at once to the rank ot Nouradins profission,
and the reputation of lus wealth The two next
mghts he spent 1n visiting the tower and the caveins,
and found the treasmes greates to his eye than to lus
Imagmation

Almamoulin had been bred to the piactice of exact
frugahity, <nd bad often looked with envy on the
finery and expenses of other young men he there
toie believed, that happiness was now 1 his power,
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since he could obtamn all of wlich he had lutheito
been accustomed to 1cgict the want., He 1csolved
to give a loose to his desnes, to 1evel in enjoyment,
and feel pain or uneasiness no mose.

He mmmediately procured a splendid cquipage,
diessed his servants 1 11ch embioidery, and coveired
lis hoises with golden caparisons. Ile showered
down silver on the populace, and suffered then ac-
clamations to swell him with msolence The nobles
saw bhin with angei, the wise men of the state com-
bined agamst bun, the leadeis of ainmes thieatened
hus destruction. Almamoulin was mformed of his
danger : he put on the 1obe of mowmmng 1n the pre-
sence of lus enemies, and appeased them with gold,
and gems, and supplication.

He then sought to stiengthen hmnself, by an al-
liance with the prmces of Tartwry, and offered the
piice of hingdoms for a wife of noble buth Ihs
suit was genetally 1¢jected, and his prescnts 1efused ;
but the prncess of «/stracan once condescended to ad-
mit him to her piesence.  She 1eceived hum sitting on
a throne, attucd 1 thc 10be of 10yalty, and shming
with the jewcls of Golcondu; command spaihled 1n
her cyes, and dignity toweied on her foiehead — A/-
mamoulin approached and tiembled. She saw his
confusion and disdained Inm - How, says she, daies
the wietch hope my obedience, who thus shinks at
my glance? Retne, and enjoy thy iiches m soicdid
ostentation ; thou wast boin to be wealthy, but never
canst be great.

He then contiacted his desnes to more private
and domestick pleaswmes  He built palaces, he laid
out gardens, he changed the face of the land, he

’ transplanted
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transplanted forests, he levelled mountans, opened
prospects mto distant regions, poured fountams from
the tops of turrets, and rolled rivers through new
channels i !

These amuscments pleased lum for a tune, but
languor and wearmness soon mvaded lum s bowers
lost their fragrance, and the waters murmured with-
out notice He purchsed large tracts of land
distant provinces, adorned them with houses of plea-
sure, and divaisified them with accommodations for
different seasons Change of place at first relieved
his saticty, but all the novelties of situation were soon
exhausted , he found Iis heart vacant, and Ius desires,
for want of caternal objects, ravaging hunself

e thercfore returned to Samurcand, and set open
s doors to tho e whom dleness seads out m search
of pleasure Ihs tables were always covered with
delicacies , wines of every vintage sparhled n lus
bowls, and Ins lamps scattered perfumes.  The sound
of the lute, and the voice of the simger, chased anay
sadness, every hour was crowded with pleasure, and
the day ended and began with feasts and dances, and
revelry and mernment.  dlmamoulin cried out, “ I
“ have at last found the use of riches, I am sur
* rounded by companions, who view my greatness
“ wathout envy, and I enjoy at once the raptures of
* populanity, and the safety of an obscure station
“ What trouble can he fecl, whom all are studious to
“ please, that they may be repud with pleasure ?
“ What danger can he dread, to whom every man s
“ a friend ¥ \

Such were the thoughts of dlnamouln, as he
locked down from a gallery upon the gay assembly,

1egaling
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regalmg at his expense; but in the midst of this
soliloquy, an officer of justice enteied the house, and,
in the form of legal aitation, summoned Abnamoulin
to appear before the emperor. The guests stood a
while aghast, then stole impeiceptibly away, and he
was led off without a single voice to witness his mte-
grity.  Ide now found one of his most fiequent visi-
tants accusing him of tieason, m hopes of sharing his
confiscation, yet, unpatronized and unsupported, he
cleared himself by the openness of mnocence, and the
consistence of truth, he was dismissed with honour,
and his accuser peiished m puson.

Almamoulin now perceived with how little reason
he had hoped for justice or fidelity from those who
live only to gratify then senses; and, being now
weary with vain experiments upon life and fiutless
researches after felicity, he had 1ecourse to a sage,
who, after spending his youth 1n tiavel and observa-
tion, had retired from all human caies, to a small
habitation on the banks of Oxus, wheie he conversed
only with such as solicited his counsel “ Brother,”
said the philosophel, “ thou hast suffered thy 1eason
“ to be deluded by 1idle hopes, and fallacious ap-
pearances Having long looked with desire upon
riches, thou hast taught thyself to think them more
valuable than natuie designed them, and to expect
from them, what expenience has now taught thee,
that they cannot give That they do not confer
wisdom, thou mayest be convinced, by considerng
at how dear a mice they tempted thee, upon thy
first entrance into the world, to purchase the empty
sound of vulgar acclamation. That they cannot
‘ bestow fortitude or magnammity, that man may be
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“ certan, who stood trembling at Astracan, before
“ a beng not naturaily supenour to lumself That
* they will not supply unexhausted pleasure, the re-
collection of forsaken palaces, and neglected gardens,
will easily inform thee  That they rarcly purchase
friends, thou didst soon discover, when thou wert
left to stand thy tral uncountenanced and alone
Yet think not riches useless , there are purposes to
which a wise man may be delighted to apply them ,
they may, by a rational distribution to those who
want tha, case the pans of helpless disease, still
the throbs of restless anxiety, relieve nnocence
“ from oppression, and raise inbecility to cheerful-
“ ness and vigour  This they will enable thee to per-
“ form, and tlus will aftord the only happiness or-
“ daned for our present state, the confidence of di-
¢ vine favour, and the hope of future rewards ’
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Nums. 121, Turspay, May 14, 1751.

0 umtatores, servum pecus ! Hox
Away, ye unitators, seivile herd! EvrpiixsToN.

HAVE been mfoimed by a letter from one of

the univeisities, that among the youth from whom
the next swaim of reasoners is to learn philosophy,
and the next flight of beautics to hear elegies and
sonnets, there aie many, who, mstead of endeavour-
mg by books and meditation to form their own opi-
nions, content themselves with the secondary know-
ledge, which a convement bench in a coffe¢-house
can supply, and, without any exammation or distinc-
tion, adopt the ciiticisms and’ rematks, which happen
to diop fiom those who have risen, by meut or for-
tune, to ieputation and authouity.

These humble 1etallers of knowledge my core-
spondent stiginatizes with the name of Kchoes , and
seems desirous that they should be made ashamed of
lazy submission, and anmmated to attempts after new
discoveries, and o1ignal sentiments.

It 1s very natwmal foo young men to be vehement,
acrimonious, and severe. Foi, as they seldom com-
prehend at once all the consequences of a position,
or peicerve the difficulties by which cooler and moie
expericnced 1easoners are restrained fiom confidence,
they form their conclusions with great precipitance.
Seeing nothing that can darken or embarass the
question, they expect to find then own opimion uni-

versally
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versally prevalent, and are nclined to 1mpute uncer-
tamty and hesitation to want of honesty, rather than
of knowledge I iy, pehaps, therefore, be re-
proached by my liely correspondent, when it shall
be found, that I have no mqlnation to persecute
these collectors of fortutous hnowledge with the sc
venty requred , yet, as I amnow tooold to be much”
pawmed by hasty censure, I shall not be afraid of tak
ing into protection those whom I think condemned
without a suflicient hnowledge of thewr cause

He that adopts the sentiments of another, whom
he has reason to beheve wiser than himself, 1s only
to be blamed when he claims the honours which are
not due but to the author, and endeavours to de
cene the world nto praise and veneration, for, to
learn, 1s the proper business of youth, and whether
we increase our hnowledge by books or by con
versation, we are equally mdebted to foreign assist
ance

The greater part of students are not born with
abthucs to construct syoteins, or advance hnowledge,
nor can have any hope beyond that of becomung in-
telligent hearers mn the schools of art, of beng able
to comprebend what others discover, and to re
member what others teach  Even those to whom
Providence hath allotted greater strength of under-
standing, can cxpect only to inprove o single science
In every other part of learmng, they must be con
tent to follow oginons, which they «re not able to
examme , and, even mn that which they claum as pe-
gubarly ther own, can seldom add more than some
small particle of knowledge to the hereditary stock

VoL V Y devolved



322 THE RAMBLER.  N*121.

devolved to them fiom ancient times, the collective
labour of a thousand intellects.

In science, which, bemng fixed and limited, ad-
mits of no other variety than such as arises fiom new
methods of distribution, or new ats of illustration,
the necessity of following the tiaces of our piede-
cesso1s 1s mdisputably evident; but theie appears no
reason why imagination should be subject to the
same restrant It might be conceived, that of those
who profess to foisake the nariow paths of truth, every
one may deviate towads a different pomnt, since,
though 1ectitude is umform and fixed, obhquity may
be infinitely diveisified. The 10ads of science are
narrow, so that they who tiavel them, must either
follow or meet one another, but in the boundless
1egions of possibility, which fiction claims for her
dominion, there are surely a thousand recesses un-
explored, a thousand floweis unplucked, a thousand
fountains unexhausted, combinations of imagery yet
unobseived, and 1aces of ideal inhabitants not hitherto
descitbed.

Yet, whatever hope may persuade, or reason
evince, expeilence can boast of very few additions
to ancient fable Thewars of 770y, and the travels
of Ulysses, have fuumshed almost all succeeding
poets with incidents, characters, and sentiments.
The Romans are confessed to have attempted hitle
more than to display 1n their own tongue the inven-
tions of the Gireeks. Theie 15, m all their writings,
such a perpetual 1ecurrence of allusions to the tales
of the fabulous age, that they must be confessed
often to want that power of giving pleasure which

novelty
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novelty supplies, nor can we wonder that they ex-
celled so much m the graces of diction, when we con-
sider how raiely they were employed 1n search of new
thoughts

The warmest admers of the great Mlantuan poet
can extol hum for hittle more than the skill with which
he bas, by making ns hero both a traveller and a
warriour, united the beauties of the Jliad and the
Odyssey 1 one composion  yet lis judgment was
perhaps sometimes overborn by his avarice of the
Home: ic treasures , and, for fear of suffering a spark-
ling ornament to be lost, he has wserted 1t where 1t
cannot shine with 1ts orygmal splendour

When Ulysses visited the ifernal regions, he found
among the heroes that perished ot Troy, lns com-
petitor  Ajar who, when the arms of Achulles were
adjudged to Ulysses, died by his own hand m the
madness of disappomtment Ie still appeared to
resent, as on earth, us loss and disgrace Ulysses
endeavoumed to pacify him with praises and submis
sion, but Jjar walked away without reply Ihis
passage has always been considered as emmently
beautiful, because 4ax, the baughty chief, the un-
lettered soldier of unshahen courage, of mmoy
able constancy, but without the power of recom
mending lus own virtues by eloquence, or enforcing
his assertions by any other argument than the sword,
had no way of mahing lus anger known, but by
gloomy sullenness and dumb feroaty His hatred
of a man whom be concewed to have defeated him
only by volubllity of tongue, was therefore naturally
shown by silence, more contemptuous and percmng
than any words that so rude an orator could have

Y2 found,
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found, and by which he gave his enemy no oppoi-
tunity of exeiting the only power in which he was
supeliour

When ZEnreasis sent by Furgil to the shades, he
meets Didothe queen of Carthage, whom hus ‘perfidy
had hunied to the grzve, he accosts her with tender-
ness and excuses; but the lady turns away like Ajaw
mmute disdain.  She turns away like #jax ; but she
1esembles him in none of those qualities which give
either digmty or propriety to silence. She might,
without any depaiture fiom the tenour of her con-
duct, have burst out, like other injured women, nto
clamour, reproach, and denunciation; but Purgd!
had his imagination full of 4j«x, and therefoire could
not prevail on himself to teach Duds any other mode
of 1esentment.

If Virgil could be thus seduced by imitation,
there will be little hope that common wits should

- escape; and accordingly' we find that, besides the
umversal and acknowledged pragtice of copying the
anclents, there has pievailed in every age a parti-
cular species of fiction. At one time, all tiuth was
conveyed mn allegory, at another, nothing was seen
but m avision, at one period, all the poets followed
sheep, and every event produced a pastoral ; at an-
other, they busied themselves wholly in giving duec-~
tions to a painter.

Itis indeed easy to conceive why any fashion should
become popular, by which idleness 1s favoured, and
imbecility assisted ; but suely no man of genius can
much applaud himself for 1epeating a tale with which
the audience is already tired, and which could brng
no honour to any but its inventor.,

There
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There are, I thinh, two schemes of wutmg, on
which the laborious wits of the present ime employ
therr faculties One1s the adaptation of sense to all
the rhymes which our language can supply to some
word that makes the burden of the stanza, but this,
as 1t has been only used m a kind of amorous bur,
lesque, canscarcely be censured with much acrumony
The other 15 the imtation of Spenser, which, by the
mfluence of some men of learnng and genmus, seems
Iikely to gam upon the age, and thercfore deserves
to be more attentively considered

_To mmtate the fictions and sentiments of Speuser
can mcur no reproach, for allegory 1s perhaps ane of
the most pleasing vehicles of nstruction.  But I am
very far from extending the same respect to his dic
tion or s stanza Hhs style was m Ins own time
allowed to be wittous, so darkened with old words
and peculianinies of phrase, and so remote from com
mon use, that Jonson boldly pronounces hun fo /ave
written no language  His stanza 1s at once difficult
and unpleasing, tiresome to the car by its uniformuty,
and to the attention by s length It was at first
formed m imtation of the Italan pocts, without
due regard to the gemwus of ow language The
Ttahans have litle vartety of termmnation, and were
forced to contive such a stanza as mught admit the
greatest number of sumlar rhymes, but our words
end with so much dwersity, that 1t 18 seldom con-
vement for us to bring more than two of the same
sound together  If it be justly observed by Milton,
that rhyme obliges poets to express ther thoughts
n improper terms, these mproprieties must alwaye

Y3 be
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be multiplied, as the difficulty of rhyme is increased
by long concatenations

The imitators of Spenser aie indeed not very rigid
censors of themselves, for they seem to conclude
that, when they have disfigured their lines with a few
obsolete syllables, they have accomplished their de-
sign, without considermg that they ought not only
to admit old words, but to avoid new The laws
of imitation aie bioken by every word mtroduced
since the time of Spenser, as the character of Hector
1s violated by quoting Arusfotle in the play. It would
indeed be difficult to exclude from a long poem all
modern phrases, though 1t 15 easy to sprinkle 1t with
gleanngs of antiquity Perhaps, however, the style
of Spenser mght by long labour be justly copied, but
life 1s suiely given us for higher purposes than to
gather what our ancestois have wisely thrown away,
and to learn what 1s of no value, but because it has
been forgotten.
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Nuwp 122 Sarvepay, May 18, 1751

Mescio qua natale solum dul cdine cunctos
Ducit Osip

By secret charms our native laud attracts

OTHING 15 more subject to mistake and
disappointment than anticipated judgment con-
cerning the easmess or difficulty of any undertahing,
whether we form our opimon from the performance
of others, or from abstracted contemplation of the
thing to be attempted

Whatever 15 done skilfully appears to be done with
ease, and art, when 1t 1s once matured to habi,
vamshes from observaton  We are therefore more
powerfully excited to cmulation, by those who have
attained the highest degree of excellence, and whom

we can therefore with least reason hope to equal
In adjusting the probability of success by o pre-
vious consideration of the undertaking we are equally
m danger of deceiving ourselves It Is never casy,
nor often possible, to comprise the series of any
process with all 1ts circumstances, wmcidents, and
variations, mm a speculative scheme Lxperience
soon shows us the tortuosities of imagmary rectitude,
the comphcations of sunphcity, nd the asperities of
smoothness  Sudden dificultics often start up from
the ambushes of art, stop the carcer of activity, re~
press the gayety of confidence, and, when we 1mmagine
Y 4 ourselves



+
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ourselves almost at the end of our labowis, ditve us
back to new plans and different measumes.

There are many things wlich we every day see
others unable to peifoim, and perhaps have even
ourselves miscanied n attempting, and yet can haid-
ly allow to be difficult ; nor can we forbear to wonder
afresh at every new falluie, or to promise certainty
of success to our next essay, but when we t1y, the
same hinderances 1eca1, the same nability 1s per-
ceived, and the vexation of disappontment must
agamn be suffered.

Of the vaious kinds of speaking o1 wiiting, which
serve necessity, o1 piomotc pleasuie, none appears
so artless or easy ns simple nairation ; for what should
make him that knows the whole oider and progiess
of an affair unable to 1elate 1t* Yet we howly find
such as endeavoul to enteitain and nstiuct us by 1e-
citals, clouding the facts which they ntend to 1l-
lustiate, and losing themselves and then auditors m
wilds and mazes, m digiession and confusion.  When
we have congiatulated owselves upon a new oppor-
tunity of inquiry, and new means of mformation,
it often happens that, without designing either deceit
or concealment, without ignorance of the fact, or
unwillingness to disclose 1, the relator fills the ear
with empty sounds, haiasses the attention with fiuit-
less impatience, and distmbs the imagmation by a
tumult of events, without order of time, or tian of
consequence. :

It 1s natwa! to beheve, upon the same principle,
that no writer has a moie easy task than the his-
torian. The philosopher has the woiks of ommi-
science to examine; and is theiefore engaged 1

. disqui-
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disquisitions, to which fimie wtellects me utterly
unequal  The poet trusts to Ins invention, and
1s not only m danger of these mconsistencies, to
which every one 13 exposed by depmture from
truth, but may be censmed as well for defivencies
of matter, as for wregularty of disposition, o im-
propricty of orpament  But the happy historan
has no other labour than of gatheyng what tra-
diton pours down before lim, o1 recoids trea
sure for bis use He has only the action. and
designs of men hke hmself to concene and to
relate, he 15 not to form, but copy characters, wd
therefore 15 not blamed for the mconsistency of
statesmen, the myustice of tyrants, or the cowardice of
commanders The difficulty of making vanety con-
sistent, or umting probability with surprise, needs
not to disturb im, the manners and actions of s
personages are already fixed , is materials are pre
vided and put mnto his hands, 2dd he 13 at leisure to
employ all lis powers n airangg and displaymng
them

Yet even with these advantages, very few
any age have been able to raise themselves to repu-
tation by wuting histories, and among the mnnu-
merable authors, who fill every nation with accounts
of their ancestors, or undertake to transmut to tu-
tunity the events of thewr own time, the greater part,
when fashion and novelty hase ceased to recommend
them, are of no other use than chronological me
morials, which necessity may sometines require to
be consulted, Lut winch foght away curigsity, and
disgust delicrcy

. It
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It 1s obseived, that our nation, which has pro-
duced so many authors emment for almost every other
species of literary excellence, has been lntherto re-
maikably bairen of histotical gens, and, so fai has
tins defect raised prejudices agamst us, that some
have doubted whether an Englishiner can stop at that
mediocity of style, or confine his mind to that even
tenour of 1magination, which nairative 1equires.

They who can believe that natuie has so capriciously
distributed understanding, have surely no claim to
the honour of serious confutation. The inhabitants
of the same country have opposite chaiacters in
cdifferent ages ; the prevalence or neglect of any par-
ticular study can proceed only fiom the accidental
influence of some temporary cause; and if we have
faled m histoly, we can have failed only because
history has not hitherto been diligently cultivated

But how 15 1t evident, that we have not historians
among us, whom we may venture to place in com-
pauson with any that the- neighbouring nations can
produce” The attempt of Ralegh is descivedly ce-
lebrated for the labour of his 1eseaiches, and the ele-
gance of his style, but he has endeavowed to evert
his judgment more than his genws, to select facts,
rather than adoin them ; and has produced an histoi-
cal disseitation, but seldom 1isen to the majesty of
history.

The works of Clarendon deserve more regard. Ihs
diction 1s indeed neither exact in itself, nor suited to
the purpose of history. It is the effusion of a mind
crowded with ideas, and desnous of impaiting them ;
and therefore always accumulating woids, and m-

) volving
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volving one clause and stntence 1 another  But
there 15 m Ins negligence a rude, martificial majesty,
which, without the micety of laboured elegance,
swells the mmd by its plenitude and diffusion  His
narration 1s not perhaps sufficiently rapid, bemg
stopped too frequently by particulaitties, which,
though they might strihe the author who was pie
sent at the transactions, will not equally detam the
attentron of postenity  But Ins 1gnorance or care
lesness of the art of wnting 1s amply compensated
by is knowledge of nature and of policy, the wis-
dom of lis manmms, the justness of his reasonings,
and the variety, distinctness, and strength of lus
character»

But none of our wnters can m my opmion,
Justly contest the supenority of Knolles, who, m Ins
lustory of the Tui/s, has displayed all the excellen
cles that narration can admt  His style, though
somewhat obscured by time, and sometimes vitiated
by false wit, 1s pure, nervous, elevated, and clear
A wonderful multiphaity of events 13 so artfully ar-
ranged, and so distinctly explaned, that each facilt
tates the knowledge of the next Whenever a new
personage 13 mtroduced, the reader 15 prepared by
his character for hts actions, when a nation s first af
tacked, or city besieged, he 15 made acquainted mith
its history, or situation, so that a great part of the
world 1s brought mto view  The descriptions of
this author are without minuteness, and the digres-
sions without ostentation  Collateral cvents are so
artfully woven into the contexture of his principal
story that they cannot be digjomed without leaving
it lacerated and brohen  ‘lhere 15 nothing turgid

m
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in his dignity, nor superfluous in his coplousness.
His owations only, which he feigns, like the ancient
historians, to have been pronounced on remarkable
occasions, are tedious and languid, and since they
aie meiely the voluntary sports of 1magination, prove
how much the most judicious and shilful may be
mistaken 1n the estunate of their own powers
Nothing could have sunk this author in obscurity,
but the 1emoteness and baibarity of the people whose
story he relates. It seldom happens, that all cir-
cumstances concur to happiness or fame. The na-
tion which pioduced this gieat historian, has the
giief of seeing s gemus employed upon a foreign
and uninteresting subject ; and that wuter who
might have secwmed perpetuity to his name, by a
history of his own country, has exposed himself to the
danger of oblivion, by recounting enteipuses and
revolutions, of which none desire to be infoimed.
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Nums 123 Tuespay, May 21, 1751

Quo semel est umbuta recens servabit adorem
Testa diu Hor

What season d first the vessel, heeps the taste CRERCH

To the RAMBLLR
SIR,
'l‘H OU GH I bave so long found myself de-
luded by projects of honour and distinction,
that I often resolve to adnut them no more wto my
heart, yet, how deternunately scever excluded, they
always recover their domimon by force or stratagem,
and whenever, after the shortest relaxation of vigl
lance, reason and caution return to the, charge,
they find hope again 1n possession, with all her tramn
of pleasures dancmg about her
Even while I am preparing to write a history of
disappointed expectattons, I cannot forbear to flatter
myself that you and your readers are impatient for
my perfoimance , and that the sons of learning have
laid down several of your late papers with discontent,
when they found that AMysocapelus had delayed to
continue his narrative
But the desire of gratfymg the expectations that I
have rased, 1s not the only motwve of this relation,
wihich, having once prommsed 1, I think myself no
longer at hberty to forbear  For, however I may
have wished to clear myself from every other adhesion
of
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of trade, I hope I shall be always wise enough to
retam my punctdality, and, amidst all my new arts of
politeness, continue to despise negligence, and detest
falsehood.

When the death of my brother had dismissed me
from the duties of a shop, I considered myself as re-
stored to the 1ights of my birth, and entitled to the
rank and 1eception which my ancestors obtamed. 1
was, however, embarrassed with many difficulties at
my first re-entrance nto the woild, for my haste to
be a gentleman imclined me to precipitate measures ;
and every accident that forced me back towards my'
old station, was considered by me as an obstruction
of my happiness.

It was with no common grief and indignation, that
I found my former companions still daring to claim
my notice, and the journeymen and apprentices
sometimes pulling me by the sleeve as I was walking
in the Street, and, without any terrour of my new
sword, which was, notwithstanding, of an uncom-
mon size, nviting me to partake of a bottle at the
old house, and entertammng me with histories of the
girls m the neighbourhood. I had always, m my
officinal state, been kept in awe by lace and embioi-
dery, and imagmed that, to fiight away these un-
welcome famibanities, nothing was necessary, but
that I should, by splendour of dress, proclaim my 1e-
union with a higher rank. I theiefoie sent for my
tallor , oidered a suit with twice the usual quantity
of lace, and, that I might not let my peisecutors m-
ciease their confidence, by the habit of accosting me,

staid at home till 1t was made \
This
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Thus week of confinement I passed m practising a
forbidding frown, a smile of condescension, a shght
salutation, and an abrupt departure, and n four
mornings was able to turn upon my heel, with so
much levity and sprighthoess, that I made no doubt
of discouraging all publick attempts upon my digmty
I therefore 1ssued forth 1n my new coat, with a reso-
lutton of dazzhng mtunacy to a fitter distance, and
pleased myself with the tnmdity and reverence, which
I should umpress upon all who had hitheito presumed
to harass me with their fieedoms But, whatever, was
the cause, I did not find myself received with any
new degiee of respect, those whom I mntended to drive
from me, venturcd to advance with their usual phrases
of benevolence, and those whose acquaintance I so-
heited, grew more supercilious and reserved I be
gan soon to repent the expense, by which I bad
procured no advantage, and to suspect that a shining
dress, lihe a weighty weapon, has no force m atself,
but owes all 1ts efficacy to him that wears 1t

Many were the mortifications and calamities
which I was condemned to suffer in my imtiation to
pohteness I was so much tortured by the wncessant
cavilities of my companions that I never passed
through that regon of the city but i a chawr with
the curtains drawn , and at Jast left my lodgings
and fixed myself i the verge of the court Here I
endeavoured to be thought a gentlemau just returned
from hus travels and was pleased to have my landlord
believe that T was i some danger from mportunate
creditors , but this scheme was quickly defeated by a
formal deputation sent to offer me, though I had now
retired from busimess, the freedom of my company

I was
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T was now dctected in tiade, and therefore resolved
to stay no longer I hued another apaitment, and
changed my servants  Heie I hved very happily for
thiee months, and, with seciet satistaction, often
ovetheard the fammly celebiating the gieatness and
felity of the esquue, though the conversation sel-
dom ended without some complamnt of my covetous-
ness, or some 1emarh upon my lunguage, o1 iy gait.
I now began to ventwe mto the publick walks, and
to hnow the faces of nobles and beauties, but could
not observe, without wondei, as I passed by them,
how fiequently they were talking of a tailor. Tlonged,
however, to be admitted to conversation, aud was
somewhat weary of walking mn crowds without a
companion, yet continued to come and go with the
1est, till a lady, whom I endeavoured to protect in a
crowded passage, as shc was about to step mto ha
chaiiot, thanked me for my civility, and told me,
that, as she had often distinguished me for my modest
and respectful behaviour, whenever 1 set up for myself,
I might expect to see her among my fitst customeis.
Heie was an end of all my ambulatory piojects.
I indeed sometimes enteied the walks agam, but
was always blasted by this destiuctive lady, whose-
mischievous generosity 1ecommended me to her ac-
quaintance  Bemng therefoie foiced to practise my
adscititious chaiacter upon another stage, I betook
myself to a coffee-house fiequented by wits, among
whom I leained in a shoit time the cant of ciiticism,
and talked so loudly and volubly of nature, and man-
neis, and sentiment, and diction, and sinulles, and
contrasts, and action, and pronunciation, that I was
often desued to lead the hiss and clap, and was feared
and
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and hated by the players and the poets  Many a
sentence have I hissed, which I did not und: rotand,

1 1 I
and many a groan have [ uttered, when the ladies
were weeping In the bloxes At last a mab_nant ay-
thor, whose performance I had persecuted through
the mne mghts,[wrote an epigram upon fupe the cry
tick, which (Xirove[ me from tl{xe pit for ever

My desire to be a fine gentleman still contmued
I the’refore, aftgr a s}m{t suspense, chose a new set of
fnen(Jis at the gaming table, and was for some time
plcased‘“{lth the X(:1v111ty and openness with which, I
found myself treated I was mndeed obliged to play,
but being naturally timorous and vigilant, was never
surprised mto large sums Wpat might have been
the consequence of lqng famillanity with these plun-
derers, I had Jot an opportumty of knowing, for
one night the constables entered and serzed us, and
I was once more compelled to sk mto my former
condmon! byksendmgl for my old master to attest my
characfer

When, T was deliberating to what new qualifica-
tions " 1 should aspire,” I was summoned mto the
country, by an account of my fathers death  Here

I‘ 'h(ad ‘hoPes of being able to distinguish myself, and
to support the honour of my family 1 therefore
bought guns and horses, and, contrary to the expect-
atlon of the tenants, mcreased the salary of the
huntsman  But when I entered the field, 1t was
soon discovered, that I was not destned to the
glortes of the chace T was afraid of thorns 1 the
thichet, and of dirt 1n the marsh » I shivered on the
brnk of a nver while the sportsmen crossed 1it, and
trembled at the sight of a five bar gate  When the

VoL V Z sport
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sport and danger were over, I was still equally dis-
concerted; for I was effemmate, though not deli-
cate, and could only join a feebly whispering voice
in the clamours of their triumph.

A fall, by which my ribs were bioken, soon re-
called me to domestick pleasures, and I exerted all
my art to obtam the favour of the neighbouring
ladies ; but wherever I came, there was always some
unlucky conversation upon ribands, fillets, pins, or
"thread, which drove all my stock of compliments out
of my memory, and overwhelmed me with shame
and dejection.

Thus I passed the first ten years after the death of
my father; in which I have learned at last to repress
that ambition, which I could never gratify, and, mn-
stead of wasting more of my life in vain endeavours
after accomplishments, which, if not eaily acquired,
no endeavours can obtam, I shall confine my care to
those higher excellencies which are in every man’s

power, and, though I cannot enchant affection by

elegance and ease, hope to secure esteem by honesty
and truth.

I am, &ec.
Mi1soCAPELUS.
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Noun 124 Sirumbpay, May 23, 1731

Tocutum sylcas tater replare salubres
Curanters guicquid digaum sapiente bonogue es¢ lon,

To range 1 silence through each healthlul wood,
And muse whats worthy of the wise and good
Lrrurisrov

r} \HEL season of the ycar 13 now come, 1 which
J. the theatres are shut, and the card tables for-
sahen, the rugions of luxury are for o while un-
peopled, and pleasure leads out her votanies to groves
and gardens, to still scencs und erratich graufications
Those who have passed many months m a contnual
tunult of diversion, who have never opened thur
cyes n the morning, but upon some new appomt-
ment, nor slept at night without a drean of dances,
musick, and good hands, or of soft sighs and humble
supplications, must now retire to distant provinces,
where the syrens of flattery are scarcely to be heard,
where beauty sparkles without prasse or cavy, and

wit 13 repeated only by the echo
As T tunh it one of the most unportant dutics of
social benevolence to give warnmng of the approach
of calamity, when by umely prevention it muy be
wrned aside, or by preparatory measures be more
eaily endured, I cannot feel the increasin, warmth,
or obscrve the lengthening days, without consider-
ing the condiion of my fur 1caders who arc now
prepanng to leave all that hus so long filled vp thur
hours, all from which they have been accustomed to
z2 hope
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hope for delight; and who, till fashion proclaims
the liberty of returning to the seats of inirth and ele-
gance, must endure the rugged ’squire, the sober
housewife, the loud huntsman, or the formal parson,
the roar of obstreperous jollity, or the dulness of
prudential instruction; without any 1ietreat, but to
the gloom of solitude, where they will yet find
greater inconvemencies, and must ‘learn, however
unwillingly, to endure themselves.

In winter, the life of the polite and gay may be
said to roll on with a strong and rapid current; they
float along from pleasure to pleasure, without the
trouble of regulating their own motions, and pursue
the course of the stream in all the felicity of inatten-
tion; content' that they find themselves in progres-
sion, and careless whither they are gomg. But the
months of summer are a kind of sleeping stagnation
without wind or tide, where they aie left to force
themselves forward by their own labour, and to di-
rect their passage by ‘'their own skill; and where, if
they have not some internal principle of activity,
they must be stranded upon shallows, or lie torpid 1n
a perpetual calm.

There are, indeed, séme to whom this universal dis-
solution of gay societies affords a welcome opportu-
mty of quitting, without disgrace, the post which they
have found themselves 'unable'to mamtain, and of
seeming to retreat only at the call of nature, from as-
semblies where, after a short triumph of uncontested
superiority, they are overpowered by some new m-
truder of softer elegance or 'sprighther vivacity. By
these, hopeless of 'victory, and yet ashamed to confess
a conquest, the summer is regarded as a release from

' the
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the fatiguing, service of cclebnity, a disnussion to more
certan joys and a safir empwre  They now solace
themselves with the wfluence winch they shall ob-
tam, where they have no nval to fear, and with the
lustce which they shall effuse, when nothing can be
scen of brighter splendour They unagme, while
they are preparing for their journey, the admiration
with which the rustichs will crowd about them, plan
the laws of a new assembly, or contrive to delude
provincial ignorance with a ficitious mode A thou-
sand pleasing expectations swarm 1 the funcy, and
all the approaching weehs are filled with distinctions,
honours, and authonty
But others, who have lately entered the world, or
have yet had no proofs of its inconstancy and deser-
tion, are cut off, by this cruel interruption, from the
enjoyment of their prerogatives, and doomed to lose
four months jp 1nactive obscunty  Many complaints
do vexation and desire extort from those exiled ty-
rants of the town, agamst the mexorable sun, who
pursues fus course without any regard to love or
beauty, and visits either tropick at the stated time,
whether shunned or courted, deprecated or implored
To them who leave the places of publick resort m
the full bloom of reputation, and withdraw from ad-
nuration, courtship, submission, and applause, a rural
triumph can give nothing equivalent. ‘The pruise
of ignorance, and the subjection of weakness, are
Iittle regarded by beauties who have been accustom-
ed to more unportant conquests, and more valuable
panegyncks  Nor mdeed should the powers winch
bave made havock i the theatres, or born down
rwvalry m courts, be degraded to a mean attack upon
z3 the
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the untavelled heir, or ignoble contest with the
ruddy milkmaid

How then must four long months be worn away?
TFour months, in which there will be no routs, no
shows, no 1idottos; in which visits must be regulated
by the weather, and assemblies will depend upon the
moon' The Platomsts imagine, that the futme pu-
nishment of those who have 1n this life debased their
reason by subjection to their senses, and have prefer-
red the gross gatifications of lewdness and luxury,
to the pure and sublime felicity of virtue and con-
templation, will arise from the predominance and so-
licitations of the same appetites, in a state which ¢an
furnish no means of appeasing them. I cannot but
suspect that this month, biight with sunshine, and
fragiant with perfumes; this month, which covers
the meadow with verdure, and decks the gaidens
with all the mixtures of colonifick radiance; this
month, from which the man of fancy expects new in-
fusions of imagery, and the naturalist new scenes of
observation ; this month will chain down multitudes
to the Platomick penance of desire without enjoyment,
and hurry them fiom the highest satisfactions, which
they have yet learned to conceive, mto a state of
hopeless wishes and pming recollection, where the
eye of vamty will look 1ound for admiration to no
purpose, and the hand of avarice shuffle cards mn a
bower with meffectual dexterity.

From the tediousness of this melancholy buspenblon
of hife, T would willmgly preseive those who are ex-
posed to 1t, only by inexperlence who want not m-
clination to wisdom or viitue, though they have been
dissipated by neghgence, or misled by example; and

who
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who would gladly find the way to rational happness,
though 1t should be necessary to struggle with habut,
and abandon fashion  To these many arts of spending
time might be recommended, wlich would neither
sadden the present hour with wearmess, nor the fu-
ture with repentance

It would seem 1mpossible to a solitary speculatist,
that a human being can want employment To be
born n 1gnorance with a capacity of knowledge, and
to be placed in the midst of a world filled with va
niety, perpetually pressing upon the senses and iri-
tating curtosity, 1 surcly a sufficient sccunty agamnst
the langwshment of inattention  Novelty 1s mdeed
necessary to preserve eagerness and alacnity, but art
and nature hase stores mexhaustible by human mtel-
lects, and every moment produces something new
to hum, who has quichened Ius faculties by diligent
observation

Some studies, for which the country and the summer
afford peculiar opportunsties, I shall perhaps endea-~
vour to recommend 1n a future essay, but if there be
any apprchension not apt to admit unaccustomed
ideas, or any attention so stubborn and. inflexible, as
not easily to comply with new directions, even these
obstructions cannot exclude the pleasure of applica
tion, for there 15 a higher and nobler employment,
to which all faculties are adapted by him who gave
them  The duties of rehigion, smcerely and regularly
performed, will always be sufficient to exalt the meanest,
and to exercise the ughest understanding  That mind
will never be vacant, which 13 frequently recalled by
stated duties to meditations on eternal interests, nor
can any hour be long, which 1s spent 1n obtanng some
new qualthcation for celestial happmess

z4
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NuwmB. 125. ,'I:UESDAY, May 23, 1751,

Descriptas servare wices, operumque colores,
Cur ego, st nequeo 1gnoroque, poeta salutor ? Hor.

But 1f, through weakness, or my want of art,

I can’t to every different style impart

The proper strokes and colours 1t may claim, ‘
‘Why am I honour’d with a poet’s name? Frawcis

T 15 one of the maxims of the civil law, that
defimtions are hazardous. 'Things modified by
human 1inde1standings, subject to varieties of com-
plication, and changeable as expeuence advances
knowledge, or acmdent influences caprice, are
scarcely to be included in any standing form of ex-
pression, because they are always suffering some al-
teration of therr state. Definition 1s, indeéd, not
the province of man; every thing 1s set above or
below our faculties. The works and operdtions of
nature are too gieat in their extent, or too much
diffused 1n thew relations, and the performances of
a1t too mconstant and uncertain, to be reduced to
any determnate idea. It is impossible to impress
upon our minds an adequate and just representatiOn
of an object so great, that we can never take it into
our view, or so mutable, that it is always changing
under our eye, and has already lost 1ts foim Wwhile we
aie labouring to conceive 1t.

Defintions have been no less difficult or uhcertain
in citicisms than in law \Imaomatlon3a licentious
and vagrant faculty, unsusceptlble of lirhitations, dand

ipatient
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mnpaticat of cestramnt, has always cndeavoured to
baffle the logician, to perplex the confines of distinc~
tion, and burst the mclosures of regulnty  There
15, therefore, scarcely uny species of wntmg, of which
we can tell what 1s its essence} and what arc its cohsti-
{fiients; every new genmws produces some tnnosation,
which, when invented ahd unproved, subverts the
rules which the practce of foregong authors hadt
established.

Comedy has been particularly unpropitious to de-
finers, though perhaps they might properly have
cotitented themselves; with déclaring it to be such a
dramatith Fepresentatson of human life, as may eacue
shrth, they have embarrassed therr defimtion with the
means by which the comch wnters attun their end,
virthout considermg, thut the tarous inethvds of ex-
hilarating therr audiente, not bemg limted by na-
ture, cannot be compnised m precept. Thus, some
muke comedy d representatton of mean, and others of
bad men, some think that 1ts essence consists in the
umifnportance, others 1 the fichitiousness of the trans-
detion  But any man’s reflectionis will inform lum,
that every dramatick composition which raises murth,
15 comich , ahd thit, tdrhse mrth, 1t 1 By fio mcans
umttersally netesshry, that the persohages should be
ether meard or cornipt; nor always requisite, thut the
actiort should be thval, tor &ver; that it should by
fictizous

If the tfo kinds of diatahck pobtiy had bech
defined only by therr _effects dpon the nishd, $ome
absurdites might habe beet prevented, wih which
the compositidns of dur preatest poets are disgraced,

who,
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who, for want of some settled 1deas and accurate dis-
tinctions, bave unhappily confounded tragick with
comick sentiments. They seem to have thought,
that as the meanness of peisonages constituted co-
medy, then greatness was sufficient to form a tra-
gedy ; and that nothing was necessary but that they
should crowd the scene with monarchs, and gene-
rals, and guaids, and make them talk, at certan
inteivals, of the downfal of kingdoms, and the
rout of armies. They have not considered, that
thoughts or ncidents, in themselves ridiculous,
grow still more grotesque by the solemnity of such
characters, that reason and nature aie uniformn and
inflesible , and that what 15 despicable and absuid,
will not, by any association with splendid titles,
b:ocome rational or great; that the most import-
ent affaiis, by an intermixture of an unseasonable

" lewity, may be made contemptible; and that the
robes of royalty can give no dignity to nonsense or to
folly.

“ Comedy,” says Horace, * sometimes raises her
 voice,” and Tragedy may lhkewise on proper oc-
casions abate her dignity, but as the comick per-
sonages can only depart from their famibarity .of
style, when the more violent passions are put in mo-
tion, the heroes and queens of tracedy should never
descend to trifle, but in the hours of ease, and inter-
missions of danger Yetn the tragedy of Don Se-
bastian, when the king of Portugal1s in the hands
of his enemy, and having just drawn the lot, by
which he 15 condemned to die, breaks out into a wild
boast that his dust shall take possession of Africk,

i the
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v
the dimlogue proceeds thus between the captive ané
his conqueror

A
Muley Moluck  What shall I do to conquer thee ? /\ \/
Seb  Impossible | Y.,
Souls know no conquerors N

M Mol 11lshow thee for a monster thro my Africk
Seb  No thou canst only show e for a man
Africk 15 stord with monsters  man s a prodigy
Thy subjects have not seen,
AL Mol ‘Lhoutalkst asaf
Still at the head of battle
Seb Thou mistakst,
For there 1 would not talk
Benducar, the Minuster  Sure he would sleep

This conversation, with the sly remark of the m
mister, can only be found not to be comich, because
1t wants the probability necessary to representations
of_common hfe, and degenerates too much towards
buffoonery and farce.

‘The same play affords a smart return of the gene-
ral to the emperor who, enforcing s orders for the
death of Sebastian, vents lus impatience m this abrupt
threat

No more replies,
But see thou dost 1t, Or

To which Doraax answers,
Choak in that threat I can say Or as loud

A thousand mstances of such unproprietv might be
produced, were not one scene m Aureng Zebe suf-
ficient to exemplify it.  Jndamora, a captive queen,
baving Aureng-Zebe for her lover, employs Arimant,

to
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to whose charge she had been entrusted, and whom
she had made sensible of her charms, to cary her mes-
sage to his rival,

ARIMANT, with a lelter i his hand  Tapavora

Arm And 1 the messenger to hin from you?
Your empire you to tyranny pursue.
You lay comniands Loth cruel and unjust,
To serve my rival, and betray my trust
Ind. You first betray’d your trust i loving me-
And should not I my own advantage see ?
Serving my love, you may my friendship gain;
You hnow the rest of your pretences van.
Yuu must, my drumant, you must be kind:
"T1s n your nature, and your noble mind.
Arun I'll to the king, and straight my trust resign.
Ind 1hs trust you may, but you shall never mine.
ITeaven made you love me for no other end,
But to become my confidant and friend
Assuch, I hecp nosceret from yow sight,
And therefore make you judge howill I write:
Read 11, and tell me treely then your nund,
If ’us indited, as 1 meant it, kind
Armm I ask not heav'n my freedom to restore,—[Reading,

DBut only for your sake T’ll read no more.
Aud yet I must
Less for my own, than for your sorrow sad [Reading,

Another hne ke this, would make me mad '
Ileav'n! she goes on  yetmore  -and yet more kind!
[As reading.

Each sentence 1s a dagger to my mind.
Sce me this mght - [Reading.
Thanh fortune, who did suck a friend provide 3 :
For jurthful Arimant shall be your guide.
Not only to be made an instrument,
But pre-engag’d without my own consent!

Ind. Unknown t’ engage you, still augments my score,

And gives you scope of meriting the more.
Arum.
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Anm The best of mea
Some inPrest 10 their actions must confess
None ment buta hope they may possess
The fatal paper rather let me tear
Than like Bellerophen my own sentence bear
Ind Youmay but twill not be your best advice
"Twill only give me pamns of wnting twice
You know you must obey me soon or late
Why should you vamly struggle with your fate 2
Arun I thank thee, heavea! thou hast been wondrous
kind! .
Why am I thus to slavery design’d
And yet am cheated with a free born mind !
Or malbe thy orders with my reason suit
Or let me live by sense  a gloroug brut [Ske fro.ns
You frown and [ obey with speed, before
That dreadful senteace comes, Sec me no more

In this scene, every circumstance concurs to turn
tragedy to farce The wild absurdity of the eape-
dient, the contemptible subjection of the lover, the
folly of obliging him to read the letter, only because
it ought to have been concealed from hun , the fre-
quent wterruptions of amorous nnpatience, the famt
expostulations of a voluntary slave, the mpenous
haughtiness of a tyrant without pover, the deep re-
fiection of the yielding rcbel upon fate and free wi,
and his wise wish to lose his reason as soon as he finds
mself about to do what he cannot persuade his rea-
son to approve, are surely sufficient to awaken the
most torpid ristbility

here 1s scarce a tragedy of the last century which

has not debased 1ts most important medents, and pol-
Juted its most serious mterlocutions, with buffoonery
and meanness , but though perhaps 1t cannot be pre-
ténded that | the present age has added much to the
force
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force and efficacy of the drama, it has at least been
able to escapc many faults, which either ignorance
‘had overlooked, o1 mndulgence had licensed. The
later tragedies indeed have faults of another kind,
perthaps more destructive to delight, though less open
to ,censure. That perpetual tumour of plunase with
which every thought 1s now expiessed by every per-
sonage, the paucity of adventwes which regularity
adnnts, and the unvaried equality of flowing dia-
logue, has taken away fiom our present writers almost
all that dominion over the passsions which was the
boast of their predecessois.  Yet they may at least
claim this commendation, that they avoid gross faults,
and that if they cannot often move tenour or puty,
they are always careful not to provoke laughter.
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Nuup 136 Satunrpiy, June 1, 1751
Nikld est alied magnurs quan sulta munuta Vir Auer

Sands form the mountain, moments make tho year Youxc

To the RAMBLLER

SIR,
AMONG other topichs of consersation which
your papers supply, I was lately engaged ma
discussion of the character guen by Jraagudla of
her lover Fenustulus, whom, notwithstanding the se-
verity of us midtress, the greater number seemed 1n
clined to acquit of unmanly or culpable tnmdity
One of the company remarked that prudence
ought to be distingusshed from fear, and that if Pe-
nustulus was afraid of nocturnal adventures, no man
who considered how much esery ascnue of the town
was nfested with robbers could think hum blamable,
for why should lfe be hazardcd without prospect of
honour or advantage®  Anothu was of opinien, that
a brave man might be afraid of crossing the river in
the calmest weather, and declared, that, for lus part,
while there were coaches and a bridge, he would
never be seén tottening 1 a wooden case, out of
which he might be thrown by any nregular agitation,
or which mght be overset by accident, or neghaence,
or by the force of a sudden gust, or the rush of o
larger vessel It was lus custom, he swd, to keep the
sccunty of day hight; and dry ground, for it wasa

maxim
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maxim with bim, that no wisc man ever perished by
water, or was lost in the dark

The next was humbly of opinion, that if Zran-
quille had seen, lhke him, the cattle 1un 1oaring
about the meadows in the hot months, she would not
have thought meanly of her lover for not venturing
his safety among them. His neighbour then told
us, that for his part he was not ashamed to confess,
that he could not seea rat, though it was dead, with-
out palpitation ; that he, bad been driven six times
out of his lodgings either by rats or mice; and that
he always had a bed in the closet for his servant,
whom he called up whenever, the enemy was in mo-
tion. Another wondered that any man should think
himself ‘disgraced by, a precipifate retreat from a,dog;
for there was always a possibility that a dog might be
mad; and that swely, though there was no danger
but of .being bit .by a fierce apimal, there was more
wisdom 1 fight than contest. By all these declara-
tions gnother was encowaped to confess, that if he
had, been admitted . to ,the "haonour of paying his ad-
dregses to Zranquifla, he should have been likely to
jincur the ;same, censure ; for, among all the animals
upon which nature, has impressed deformity and hor-
rous, there is nane whom he durst not encounter rather
than abeetle.

, Thus, « Sir,  though ,cowardlce is umversglly de-
fined goo,close and anxious gqn .attgntion to (personal
safety, .there, w 1111.be Jfound  scarcely any, fear, how-
ever excessive in its, degree, jor unreasonaplem its ob-
ject, wbxch lel be allowed to characterize a cowaxd
Fear is a passion gvhwb every man feels so frequently

predominant in, his, own. breast, that, he is unyylling

to
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to hearit censured with great asperity, and, perhaps,
if we confess the truth, the same restramnt winch
would hinder a man fron declaiming agamst the frauds
of any employment among those who profess 1t, should
withhold him from treating fear with contempt among
human bemgs

Yet, since fortitude 15 one of those virtues which
the conditton of our nature makes hourly necessary,
I think you cannot better diect your admomtions
than agmst superfluous and panick terrours  Fear
1s implanted m us as a preservative from evil, but
1ts duty, like that of other passions, 13 not to over-
bear reason, but to assitit, nor should it be suf
fered to tyranmse mn the imagmation, to rase phan
toms of horrour, or beset hfe with supernumerary
distresses

To be always afruid of losing ife 13, ndeed, scarcely
to enjoy a hfe that can deserve the care of presersa-
tion  He that once ndulges 1dle fears will never be
atrest Our present state admits only of & kind of
negatve security, we must conclude ourselves safe
when we see no danger, or none midequate to our
powers of opposiion  Death mdeed continually
hovers about us, but hovers commonly unseen, un
less we sharpen our sight by useless curiostty

There 15 always a pont at which caution, howesver
solicitous, must hmit 1ts preservatives, because one
terrour often counteracts another I once knew one
of the speculatists of cowardice, whose rexgning
disturbance was the dread of house breakers Fis
mquines were for mne years employed upon the best
method of bainng a window, or a door, and many

an hour has he spent in establishing the preference
VoL V Aa of

.
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of a bolt to alock Ile had at last, by the duily
superaddition of new eypedients, contuved a door
which could never be forced. for one bar was
secured by another with such 1ntiicacy of suboidina-
tion, that he was hunself not always able to disen-
gage them in the proper method. Ile was happy
in tlis fortification, till being asked how he would
escape if he was thrcatened by fire, he discovered
that, withall his care and expense, he had only been
assisting his own destiuction. Ile then immediately
toie off Ins bolts, and now leaves at night his outer
door half-loched, that he may not by his own folly
persh in the flames.

Theie is one species of teirour which those who are
unwilling to suffer the reproach of cowardice have
wisely digmfied with the name of antipathy. A man
who talks with mtiepidity of the monsters of the
wilderness while they aie out of sight, will 1eadily
confess his antipathy to a mole, a weasel, or a fiog.
He has mdeed no diead of haxm fiom an msect or
a worm, but his antipathy twins him pale whenever
they appioach him. He believes that a boat will
tianspoit him with as much safety as his neighbours,
but he cannot conquer lus antipathy to the water.
Thus he goes on without any 1eproach from his own
reflections, and every day multiphes antipatives, til
he becomes contemptible to otheis, and burdensome
to himself.

It isindeed certain, .that impressions of diread may
sométimes be unluckily made by objects not in
themselves justly formidable ; but when fear is dis-
covered to be groundless, 1t 15 to be eradicated like
other false opmions, and anfipathues are geneially

superable
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superable by asingle effort  He that has been taught
to shudder at a mouse, if he can persuade hunsclf
to nsk one encounter, will find s own supe
nonty, and exchange lus turvours for the pnde of
conquest

I am, SIR, &e
Tunase

SIR,
AS you profess to extend your regard to the m
nuteness of decency, as well as to the dignuy
of science, I cannot forbear to lay before you a mode
of persecution by which I have been exiled to taverns
and coffec houscs, and deterred from entering the
doors of my friends
Among the ladies who please themselves with splen-
did furmture, or elegant entertmnmént, 1t1s a practice
very common, to ash every guest how lie hikes the’
carved work of the cormee or the figures of the ta-
pestry, the chma at the table; of the plate on the
side board amd on al"becasions to whuire his opihor !
of ther judgment %dd thew chowce Aelama has'
laid her new wateh in"the Window ninetcen'tmes, that
she may deswe me to Joolvwpon st Calsta has an
art of diopping her sndtftlox by' drawing out her
handkercinef, that when I pick it up Fmay admuent,
aud Tul,cntid has conducted me, by mistake, mto the
wiong room at every visit I have pard’smce her pic
ture was putntos new frame
I bopd, Mr Rasmnien, you will wform therh,
that'no man should be demed the privilege of silence;
or tortured to false declarations, and that though
ladies may justly'clum to be exempt fiom’rudéness)
AA2 they
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they have no right to force unwilling civilities. “To
please 1s a laudable and elegant ambition, and is pro-
perly 1ewarded with honest praise; but to seic ap-
plause by violence, and call out for commendation,
without knowing, or caung to know, whether it be
given from conviction, 15 a species of tyranny by
which modesty is oppressed, and sincerity corrupted.
The tribute of admiiation, thus exacted by impu-
dence and importunity, differs fiom the respect paid
to silent ment, as the plunder of a pirate from the

merchant’s profit,

Iam, &c.
, MisocoLax.
SIR,
YOUR great predecessor, the SpecraTOR, en-
deavoured to diffuse among his female readers
a desire of knowledge ; nor can I charge you, though
you do not seen equally attentive to the lacies, with
endeavouring to discourage them from any laudable
pursuit. But, however either he; or you may excite
our curiosity, you have not.yet informed us how it
may be gratified. The world sgems to have forned
an universal conspiiacy agaipst our understandings ;
our questions are supposed not to expect answers, our
arguments aie confuted, with a jest, and we aie
tieated like beings who transgress the limits of our
natuie whenever we aspire to seriousness or improve-
ment.

I inquired yesterday of a gentleman eminent for
astronomical skill, what made the day long in sum-
mer, and short in wimnter; and was told that nature

protracted the days m summer, lest ladies should
want
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want time to walk m the park, and in the mghts n
winter, lest they should not have hours sufficient to
spend at the card table.

I hope you do not doubt but T heard such mnforma-
tion with just contempt, and I desire you to discover
to this great master of nidicule, thatI was far from
wanting any 1ntelligence which he could have given
me. Tashed the question with no other intention than
to set hum free from the necessity of silence, and gave
him an opportumty of minghng on equal terms with a
polite assembly, from which, however uneasy, he
could not then escape, by a kind intraduction of the
only subject on which I believed him able to speah
with propriety

Tam, &c
GEVEROSA

AA3
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Nunms. 127. Tunspay, June 4, 1751.

Caprsty melius quam dusins  ultima primis
Codunt  dwssumles luc Tar, et alle puer, Ovip

Succeeding years thy early fame dostroy ;
Thou, who began’st o man, wilt end a boy.

OLITIAN, aname emment among the re-

storers of polite hteratume, when he published a
collection of epigiams, piefised to many of them the
year of lis age at which they weie composed.  He
might design by this infoimation, cither to boast the
early matuwity of his gemus, o1 to concbate indul-
gence to the puenhty of huis pertormances  But,
whatever was his mtent, 1t 15 1cmnamked by Scaliger,
that he very little promoted lus own 1eputation, be-
cause he fell below the promuse which lus fust pro-
ductions had given, and m the latter part of Ins hife
seldom equalled the sallies of his youth.

It 1s not uncommon for those who, at their first
entiance nto the world, were distinguished for attain-
ments or abihties, to disappoint the hopes which
they had1a1sed, and to end mn neglect and obscunty
that hre which they began in celebiity and honour.
To the long cataloguc of the inconvemencies of
old age, which moial and satnical wiiters have so
coplously displayed, may be often added the loss of
fame

The advance of the human mind towards any
object of laudable pursuit, may be compared to
the progress of a body driven by a blow It moves

for
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for a time with great veloaity and wigour, but the
force of the first mpulse 15 perpetually decreasing
and, though it should encounter no abstacle capable
of quelling 1t by a sudden stop, the resistance of the
medium through which 1t passes, and the latent m
equalities of the smoothest surfac, will m a short
time, by contmued retardation, wholly overpower it
Some hmdrances will be found 1 every road of lift,
but he that fixes lus eycs upon any thing at a distance,
necessanly loses sight of all that fills up the nterme-
diate space, and therefore sets forward with alacrity
and confidence, nor suspects a thousand obstacles by
which he afterwards finds his passage embarrassed and
obstructed  Some are indeed stopt at once in their
carcer by a sudden shock of calamuty, or diverted to
adifferent direction by the cross impulse of some vio
lent passton, but fir the greater part langwsh by slow
degrees, deviate at first mto shght obliquities, and
themselves scaveely percelve at what time their ardour
forsook them, or when they lost sight of thar onginal
design
Wearmess and negligence are perpetually prevail

mg by silent encroachments, assisted by different
causes, and not observed ull they caunot, without
great difficulty, be opposed  Labour necessanly re
quires pauses of ease and relaxation, and the deh
ciousness of ease commonly mahes us unwilling to
return to labour We, perhaps, prevail upon our-
selves to renew our attempts, but eagerly lhisten to
cvery argument for frequent interpositions of amuse-
ment, for, when indolence has once entered upon the
mind, 1t can scarcely be dispossessed but by such ef-
forts ag very few are willing to exert,

Ad4 It
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It is the fate of mdustry to be equally endangered
by miscarriage and success, by confidence and de-
spondency. He that engages in a gieat undeitak-
ing, with a false opmion of its facility, or toe high
conceptions of his own strength, is easily discouraged
by the first hindiance of s advances, because he
had promised himself an equal and perpetual pro-
gression without impediment or disturbance, when
unexpected interruptions break in upon him, he 1s
in the state of a man swmprised by a tempest, where
he purposed only to bash in the calm, or sport in the
shallows,

It 1s not only common to find the difficulty of an
enterprise greater, but the profit less, than hope had
pictmed it Youth enters the world with very
happy prejudices in her own favour. She imagines
herself not only certam of accomphshing every ad-
venture, but of obtammng those rewads which the
accomplishment may deserve. She is not easily
persuaded to believe that the force of merit can be
resisted by obstinacy and avarice, o1 1its lustre dark-
ened by envy and mahgmty She has not yet
learned that the most evident claims to praise or
preferment may be rejected by malice against con-
viction, o1 by indolence without examination; that
they may be sometimes defeated by artifices, and
sometimes overboin by clamour, that, in the mingled
numbers of mankind, many need no other piovo-
cation to enmity than that they find themselves ex-
celled ; that others have ceased therr curiosity, and
consider every man who fills the mouth of repoit
with a new name, as an mtruder upon ther retreat,
and disturber of their repose, that some aie en-

gaged
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gaged m complications of terest which they 1ma
gine endangered by every innovation, that many
yield themsehves up ampheitly to every report which
batred disseminates or folly scatters, and that who
ever aspwes to the notice of the publick, has m
almost every man an enemy and a nval , and must
struggle with the opposiion of the daring, and elude
the stratagems of the tunorous, must quicken the
fogd and soften the obdurate, must reclamn per-
verseness and mform stupidity

1t 18 no wonder that when the prospect of reward
has vanished, the zeal of enterpnse should cease,
for who would persevere to cultivate the sorl wiich
Le has, after long labour, discovered to be batren?®
He who hath pleased himself with anticipated praises,
and expected that he should meet mn every place
with patronage or friendship, will scen remt his
vigour, when he finds that, from those who desire to
be considered a» his admirers, notlung can be hoped
but cold cvility, and that many refuse to own his
excellence, lest they should be too justly expected to
reward 1t

A man, thus cot off from the prospect of that port
to which tus address and fortitude bad been employed
to steer him, often abandons limself to chance and
to the wind, and ghdes careless and idle down
the current of hife, without resolution to make an-
other effort, till he 1s swallowed up by the gulf of
mortality

Others are betrayed to the same desertion of them
selves by a contrary fallacy It was sad of Hamm
bal, that he wanted nothing to the completion of his

martal
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martial viitues, but that when he had gamed a vic-
tory he should know how to use it The folly of
desisting too soon fiom successful labowrs, and the
haste of enjoying advantages before they are sccued,
aie often fatal to men of impetuous desire, to men
whose consciousness of uncommon poweis fills them
with presumption, and who, having boin opposition
down before them, and left emulation panting be-
hind, are ealy peisuaded to 1magine that they have
rcached the heights of perfection, and that now,
being no longer in danger from competitois, they
may pass the rest of thewr days in the enjoyment of
their acquisitions, m contemplation of their own su-
peiiority, and 1 attention to their own praiscs, and
look unconceined fiom their eminence upon the toils
and contentions of meaner beings.

It 1s not sufficicntly considered in the hour of ex-
ultation, that all human excellence 15 compaiative ;
that no man peoiforms much but in proportion to
what others accomplish, or to the time and oppor-
tunities which have been allowed him; and that he
who stops at any point of excellence is every day
sinking in estunation, because his improvement grows
continually more incommenswiate to his lfe. Yet,
as no man willingly quits opinions favourable to
lmself, they who have once been justly celebrated,
mmagine that they still have the same pretensions
to regard, and seldom perceive the diminution of
thewr character while there is time to recover it.
‘Nothing then remams but murmurs and remoise ;
for 1f the spendthuft’s poverty be embittered by the
reflection that he once was nich, how must the idler’s

obscurity
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obscurity be clouded by remembering that he once
had lustre !

These errours all arise fiom an onginal mi take of
the true motpyes of actton  He that never extends
Ins view beyond the praiscs or rewards of men, wil
be dejected by neglect and envy, or infatuated by ho.
nours and applause  But the consideration that hie
18 only deposited in his hands to be employed m obe
dience to a Master who will regard his endenvours,
not his success, would have preserved hin trom
tnvial elatons and discouragements, und enabled
him to proceed with constancy and cheerfulness,
neither enervated by commendation, nor mtnudated
by censme
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Nunms. 128. SATURDAY, June 8, 1751.

Aldy 8 aopanns
Obx iyfuer, §7° Alanida magd TInhd,
Obrs w&é c’WriQs’g'
Kddup® Adyovrat ye pav Beitay
YOAGoy darépracsov ob
Eyaiv Pix».

For not the brave, or wise, or great,
E’er yet had happiness complete .
Nor Peleus, grandson of the sky,
Nor Cadmus, scap’d the shafts of pain,
Though favour’d by the Pow’rs on high, ~
With every bliss that man can gain

”l ‘HE writets who have undertaken the task of

reconciling mankind to their present state, and
relieving the discontent produced by the various dis-
tutbution of terrestrial advantages, frequently remind
us that we judge too hastily of good and evil ; that we
view only the superficies of life, and determine of the
whole by a very small part; and that in the condi-
tion of men it frequently happens, that grief and
anxiety lie hid under the golden robes of prosperity,
and the gloom of calamity is cheered by secret radi-
ations of hope and comfort; as 1 the works of na-
ture the bog is sometimes covered with flowers, and
the mine concealed in the barren crags.

None but those who have learned the art of sub-
jecting their senses as well as reason to hypothetical
systems, can be persuaded by the most specious rhe-

torcian
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torician that the lots of hife are equal, yet st cannot
be denied that every one has s pecubar pleastures
and vexations that external accidents operate vari-
ously upon different mnds, and that no man can ex-
actly judge from s own sensations, what another
would feel 1n the same circumstanees
If the general disposiion of things be estimated
by the reprusentation which every one mabes of hus
onn estate, the world must be consudercd as the abode
of sorrow and musery, for how fuw can ferbear to
relate thar troubles and distresses # If we judge by
the account wlich may be obtamed of cvery mans
fortune from others, 1t may be concluded, that we all
are placed 1n an clysian region, overspread with the
luxunance of plenty, and fanned by the breezes of
fehaty , since scarcely any complunt 13 uttered
without censure from those that hear it, and almost
all are allowed to have obtamcd 2 provision at least
adequate to therr wirtue or thar understanding, to
possess either more than they deserve, or more than
they enjoy
We are ether bomn with such dissumihitude of
temper and nchination, or receive so many of our
ideas and opmions from the state of hfe w which
we are engaged, that the grefs and cares of one
part of mankind scem to the other hypocrsy,
folly, and affictation  Lvery class of socicty has
its cant of lamentation, which 15 understood or re-
garded by nonc but themselves, and every part of
bfe has its uncasinesses, which those who do not
feel them will not commserate  An event which
spreads distraction over half the commercial world,
assembles
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assembles the trading companies ' councils and
committees, and shakes the nerves of a thousand
stockjobbers, 1s read by the landlord and the far-
mer with frgid mdifference.  An affair of love,
which fills the young breast with incessant alter-
nations of hope and fear, and steals away the mght
and day from every other pleasure or employment,
is regarded by them whose passions time has extin-
guished, as anamusement, which can properly raise
neither joy nor sornow, and, though it may be suf-
fered to fill the vacuity of an idle moment, should
always give way to prudence or nterest.
He that never had any other desiie than to fill
a chest with money, or to add another manour to
his estate, who never grieved but at a bad mort-
gage, or entered a company but to make a bar-
gain, would be astomshed to hear of beings known
among the polite and gay by the denommation
of wits How would he gape with curiosity, or
grin with contempt, at the mention of beihgs who
have no wish but to speak what was never spoken
before , who, if they happen to nherit wealth,
often exhaust their patrimomes m treating those
who will hear them talk; and if they are poor,
neglect opportumities of improving thewr foitunes,
for the pleasuie of making others laugh ? How
slowly would he believe that there aie men who
would rather lose a legacy than the ieputation of
a distich , who think 1t less disgrace to want mo-
ney than repaitee, whom the vexation of having
been foiled m a contest of iaillery 1s sometimes
sufficient 'to- deprive of sleep , and who would esteem
it

~
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it u hghter evil to miss a profitable bargun by
some accdental delay, than not to have thought
of a smart reply tll the time of producing 1t was
past? How lttle would he suspect that this clld
of 1dleness and fiolick enters every assembly with a
beating bosom, lihe a htigant on the day of de-
ci<ion, and revolves the probability of applause with
the anviety of a conspirator, whose fate depends
upon the nextniht, and at the hour of retirement
be carmes home, under a show of ary neghgence,
a heart lncerated with envy, or depressed sith dis-
appointment , and immures lumself 1 s closet,
that he may disencumber s memory At leisure, re-
view the progress of the day, state with accurncy
s loss or gam of reputation, and examme the causes
of Ius failure or suceess ?

Yet more remote fiom common conceptions are.
the numerous and restless anxieties, by which female
happiness 1s particularly disturbed A sohtary phi«
losopher would imagme ladies born with an excmnp-
tion from care and sorrow, lulled 1w perpetual quiet,
and feasted with unmmngled pleasure, for, what can
mterrupt. the content of thoxe, upon whom one age
has laboured after another to confer honours, and
accumulate immunities , those to whom rudeness 15
infamy, and 1nsult 13 cowardice, whose cye com-
mands the brave, and whose smiles soften the severe
whom the sailor travels to adorn, the soldier bleeds
to defend, and the poet wears out life to celebrate
who claim tubute fram every art and science, and for
whom all who approach them endeavour to muluply
delights, without requining from them any return
but. wallingness to be pleased ?

Surely,



368 THE RAMBLER. N° 128,

Suely, among these favourites of nature, thus
unacquamted with toil and danger, felicity must
have fixed her iesidence; they must hnow only
the changes of more vivid or more gentle joys ;
therr hife must always move cither to the slow or
sprightly melody of the lyie of gladness ; they can
never assemble but to pleasure, or retne but to
peace.

Such would be the thoughts of every man who
should lover at a distance round the woild, and
know it only by conjectuwie and speculation. DBut
cxperience will soon discover how easily those aie
disgusted who have been made mice by plenty
and tender by indulgence. Ile will soon sce to
how many dangers power 15 exposed which has
no other guard than youth and beauty, and how
easily that tranquillity 15 molested wiich can only
be soothed with the songs of flattery. Itis impos-
sible to supply wants as fast as an 1dle unagination
may be able to form them, or to 1emove all m-
conveniencies by which elegance iefined into impa-
tience may be offended. None are so haid to please,
as those whom satiety of pleasme mahes weary of
themselves; nor any so readily piovoked as those
who have been always couited with an emulation of
civility.

There are indeed some stiokes which the envy of
fate aims immediately at the fair. The mistiess of
Catullus wept for her spariow many centuiies ago,
and lapdogs will be sometimes sick in the present
age. The most fashionable brocade is subject to
stans; a pinner, the piide of Brussels, may be torn
by a caieless washer; a picture may drop from a

watch;
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watch, or the tnumph of a new swit may be mter-
rupted on the first day of 1its enjoyment, and all dis-
tinctions of dress unexpectedly obhterated by 1 ge-
neral mourning

Such 15 the state of every age, every sev, and
every conditton all have their cares, either from
nature or from folly and whoever therefore finds
himself inclmed to envy another, Should remember
that he knows not the rcal conditon which he
desires to obtam, but 18 certain that, by mdulging
a witious passion, he must lessen that happmess
which he thinhs alteady too sparmgly bestowed

Yor V Bz
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Nums. 129. TuEspay, June 11, 1731.

«  Nunc, o nune, Dadule, dinit,
Materiam, qua sts mgeniosus, habes.
Possidet terras, et possidet wquora, Minos

Nee tellus nostre, nec patet unda fuge,
Restat ster calo  celo tentabimus ire

Da venwum ceplo, Fupiter alte, meo. Oviv

Novw, Dadalus, behold, by fote assign’d,

A tash proportion’d to thy nughty mnd!
Unconquet'd bars on earth and see withstand,
Thine, JMinos, 13 the main, and thine the land
The shies arc open—Ict us try the shies.
Forgive, great Jove, the during enterprise,

i ORALISTS, lhke other writers, instecad of

castmg then eyes abioad i the hving woild,
and endeavourmg to form maxims of piactice and
new hints of theoiy, content thew cuiosity with that
secondary knowledge which books affoid, and think
themselves entitled to 1eveience by a new anange-
ment of an ancient system, or new illustration of
established punciples The sage piecepts of the
first mstiuctors of the woild aie transmitted fiom
age to age with little variation, and echoed from one
author to another, not peihaps without some loss of
their oniginal foice at every 1epeicussion

I know not whether any other reason than this
idleness of imtation can be assigned for that uni-
foom and constant paitiality, by which some vices
have hitheito escaped censue, and some vntues

wanted
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wanted vecommendation, nor can I discover why
else we have been warned only agamst part of our
enemies, while the rest have been suffered to steal
upon us without notice, why the heart has on one
side been doubly fortified, and laid open on the
other to the wcursions of errour, and the ravages of
viLe

Among the favourite topichs of moral declamation,
may be numbered the miscarriages of impiudent
boldness, and the folly of attempts beyond our power
Every page of every philosopher 1s crowded with ex
amples of tementy that sunk under burdens which
she laid upon herself, and called out enemues to
battle by whom she was destroyed

Their remarhs are too just to be disputed, aud too
salutary to be rejected, but there 15 hikewise some
danger lest timorous piudence should be inculcated,
il courage and enterprise are wholly repressed, and
the mind congealed 1n perpetual nactivity by the fatal
1nfluence of fixgonfick wisdoin

Lvery man should, mdeed, caiefully compare his
force with his undetabing, for thouh we oughe
not to live only for ow onn sakes, and though there-
fore danger o1 dificulty should not be avoided merely
because we may expose ourselves to musery or dis
grace, yet 1t may be justly required of us, not to
throw awav our hives upon madequate and hopeless
destgns, since we ight, by a just estimate of out abt
Ittes, become more useful to manhind

There 1s an wrational contempt of danger,
which approaches nearly to the folly, if not the
guilt, of sweide, there 1s a ndwculous perseverance
m mpracticable schemes, which 1> Justly pumshed

BB 2 with
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with 1gnominy and reproach. But in the wide
regions of probablity, which are the pioper pro-
vince of piudence and election, there is always
1oom to deviate on either side of rectitude without
rushing agamst appaient absuidity ; and, according
to the mchnations of natuie, or the Impressions of
piecept, the dang and the cautious may move in
different dnections without touching upon 1ashness
or cowaidice

That there is a middle path winch it is every
man’s duty to find, and to keep, 1s unanimously con-
fessed but 1t is Dhkewise acknowledged that this
middle path 1s so nairow, that it cannot easily be
discovered, and so little beaten, that there aie no
certain marks by winch it can be folloned. the caie
therefore of all those who conduct others has been,
that whenever they decline nto obliquities, they
should tend towaids the side of safety.

It can, indeed, raise no wonder that temeiity has
been geneially censured; for it 1s one of the vices
with which few can be charged, and which therefore
gieat numbers aie ready to condemn. It 15 the
vice of noble and generous mnds, the exuberance of
magnanimity, and the ebulhtion of gemus, and 1s
therefore not regaided with much tendeiness, be-
cause 1t never flatters us by that appearance of soft-
ness and imbecility which 1s commonly necessary to
conciliate compassion  But if the same attention had
been applied to the seaich of arguments against the
folly of presupposing impossibilities and anticipat-
g fiustration, 1 know not whether many would not
have been roused to usefulness, who, having been
taught to confound prudence with tementy, never

ventuted
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ventured to excel, lest they should unfoitunately
fail
It 15 necessary to distinguish our own 1nterest from
that of others, and that distinction will perhaps
assist us i fixing the Just hmits of caution and
adventurousness  In an undertaling that mvolves
the happiness or the safety of many we have cer-
tamly no mght to hazard more then s allowed by
those who partake the danger, but where only
ourselves can suffer by miscarriage, we are not con-
fined within such narrow limis, and sull less 15 the
reproach of tementy, when numbers will receive
advantage by success, and only one be incommoded
by failure
Men are generally willing to hear precepts hy
which ease 13 favoured, and as no resentment 1s
raised by general representations of human folly,
even 1n those who are most emmently jealous of
comparative reputation, we confess, without re-
luctance, that vamn man 15 1gnorant of lis own
weahness, and therefore frequently presumes to at-
tempt what he can never accomplsh, but 1t ought
hhewise to be remembered, that man 15 no less
ignorant of Ilus own powers, and mght perhaps
have accomphshed a thousand designs, which the
prejudices of cowardice restrmned hun from at-
tempting
It 1s observed i the golden verses of Pythagoras,
that Power 15 nerer far from necessity The wigour
of the human mind quickly appears, when there 15
0o longer any place for doubt and hesitation, when
diffidence 15 absorbed m the sense of danger, or
BB3 aver
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ovetwhelmed by some resistless passion We then
soon discover, that difficulty 1s, for the most part,
the daughter of idleness, that the obstacles with
which our way seemed to be obstructed were only
phantoms, which we behieved 1eal, because we durst
not advance to a close examination, and we learn
that 1t 15 1mpossible to determme without experience
how much constancy may enduie, or peiseverance
petform.

But, whatever pleasure may be found in the re-
view of distiesses when ait o1 courage has suimount-
ed them, few will be peisuaded to wish that they
may be awakened by want or terrour to the con-
viction of their own abiities. Every one should
therefore endcavour to nvigorate himself by ieason
and 1eflection, and determine to exert the latent
foice that natwe may have 1eposed in him,
before the howr of exigeice comes upon him, and
compulsion shall torture lim to dihgence. It 1s
below the dignity of a reasonable bemg to owe
that stiength to necessity which ought always to
act at the call of choice, or to need any other
wotive to industry than the desue of performing
his duty

Reflections that may diive away despair, cannot
be wanting to him who considers how much hfe 1s
now advanced beyond the state of naled, undis-
ciplined, unmstructed natwie  Whatever has been
effected for convewmence ot elegance, while 1t was
yet unknown, was believed impossible; and there-
fore would ncver have been attcmpted, had not
some, moie daung than the 1est, adventured to bid

defiance
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defiance to prejudice and censure  Nor 15 there yet
any reason to doubt that the same labour would be
rewarded with the same success There are qualities
m the products of nature yet undiscovered, and
combmations mn the powers of art yet untned It
1s the duty of every man to endeavour that some-
thing may be added by Ins ndustry to the hereditary
aggregate of knowledge and happmess To add
much can ndeed be the lot of few, but to add some-
thing however litle, every one may hope, and of
every honest endeavour, 1t 1s certam, that, however
unsuccessful, 1t will be at last rewarded

BBR4
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NuaB. 130. SATURDAY, June 15, 1751.

Non sic prata novo rere decentia

ZEstatis calide dispoliat apor,

Scevet sobsertiw cum medius dies ,

Ut fulgor tners que radat gents

Momento raprtur, nullaque non dies

T'or mosz spolutm cor poris abstulit,

Res est forma fugar  Ques saptens bono

Conprdat fragile ¥ SEXEC .

Net fister in the summer’s ray

The spring’s frail beauty fades away,

Than anguish and decay consume

The sl ng vigin's rosy bloom.

Some bewty’s snatch’d each day, each hour,

Tor beauty 15 a fleeting flow™

Then how can wisdom e’er confide

In beauty’s momentary pride? Evpuinstox

To the RAMBLER.

SIR,

YOU have very lately observed that in the nu-
merous subdivisions of the woild, every class
and oirder of mankind have joys and soiiows of then
own, we all feel howmly pam and pleasure fiom
cvents which pass unheeded befoie other eyes, but
can scarcely communicate our peiceptions to nminds
. pre-occupied by different objects, any more than the
delight of well-disposed colours or harmonious sounds
can be imparted to such as want the senses of hearmng
or of sight.

Iam

’
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Iam so strongly convinced of the justness of this
remark, and have on so many occusions discovered
with how little attention pride looks upon calamity
of which she thinks herself not n danger, and m-
dolence listens to complasnut when 1t 13 not cchocd by
hor own remembrance, that though 1 am ibout to
lay the occurrences of my hite before you T question
whether you will condescend to peruse my narrative,
ar, without the help of some feunale speculatist, be
able to understand it.

I was born a beauty  From the dawn of reason I
had my regord turnud wholly upon mysclf, nor can
recollect any thing carhier than pruse and admiration
My mother, whose face had luckily advanced her
to a condion above her buth, thought no evil so
great as deformity  She had not the power of 1mas
ging any other defect than a cloudy complevion,
or disproportionate featurcs, and therefore con-
templated me as an assemblage of all that could rane
envy or desire, and predicted with triumphant fond
ness the extent of my conquests, and the number of
my slaves

She never mentioned any of my young acquante
ance before me, but to remark how much they fell
below my perfection, how one would have had a fine
face, but that her eyes weie without lushe how
another struch the sight at a distance, but wanted
my bair and tecth at a nearer view  another disgraced
an elegant shape with a brown shin, some had short
fingers, and others dimples m a wrong place

As she expected no bappiness nor advantage but
from beauty, she thought nothing but beauty worthy
of her care, and her maternal kindness was chiefly

evercised

’
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exercised in contrivances to protect me from any ac-
cident that might deface me with a scar, or stain me
with a fieckle. she never thought me sufficiently
shaded from the sun, or screened from the fire. She
was severe or indulgent with no other intention than
the preservation of my form; she excused me from
work, lest I should learn to hang down my head, or
harden my finger with a needle; she snatched away
my book, because a young lady in the meighbour-
hood had made her eyes red with reading by a candle;
but she would scarcely suffer me to eat, lest 1 should
spoil my shape, nor to walk, lest I should swell my
ancle with a sprain. At night T was accurately sur-
veyed from head to foot, lest I should have suffered
any diminution of my chaims in the adventures of the
day; and was never permutted to sleep till I had
passed through the cosmetick discipline, part of which
was a 1egular lustration performed with bean-flower
water and May-dews; my hair was perfumed with
vanety of unguents, by some of which it was to be
thickened, and by others to be curled. ‘"Lhe softness
of my hands was secured by medicated gloves, and
my bosom rubbed with a pomade prepared by my
mother, of virtue to discuss pimples, and clear disco-
lorations.

I was always called up early, because the morning
air gives a freshness to the cheeks; but I was placed
behind a curtain in my mother’s chamber, because
the neck 1s easily tanned by the rising sun, I was
then dressed with a thousand precautions, and again
heard my own praises, and triumphed in the compli-
ments and prognostications of all that approached
me.

My



N 130 THL RAMBLER 379

My mother was not so much prepossessed with an
opmion of my natural excellencies as not to thmh
some cultivation necessary to their completion  She
took care that I should want none of the accomplish-
ments mcluded 1n female educition, o1 con 1dered
necessary  fashionable hfe I was looled upon
my minth year as the chief ornament of the dancing-
masters ball, and Mr Aret used to reproach lis
other scholars with my performunces on the harpst
cbord At twelve I was remarkable foi playing my
cards with great elegance of manner, and accuracy
of judgment.

At last the time came when my mother thought
me perfect 1n my exercises, and quabfied to display
i the open world those accomph-ments which
had yet only been discovered m select parties, or
domestick nssemblies  Preparations were therefore
made for my appearance on a publick mght, which
she considered as the most mmportant and cribical
moment of my hfe She cannot be charged with
neglecting any means of 1ecommendation, or leaving
any thing to chauce which prudence could sceitan
Lvery ornament was tried i every position, cvery
friend was consulted about the colour of my dress,
and the mantua makers were haiassed with directions
and alterations

At last the mght arnved from which my future Iife
was to be reckoned I was diessed and scot out to
conquer with a heart beatng hhe that of an old
kmight errant at his first sally  Scholars have told
mwe of a Spartan matron, who, when she armed her
son for battle, thade lum bring back lus shield, or be
brought upon it My venerable parent disimssed me

to
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to a field, n her opmion of equal glory, with a
command to show that I was her daughter, and not
to return without a lover

I went, and was received like other pleasmg no-
velties with a’tumult of applause Every man who
valued himself upon the giaces of his peison, or the
elegance of his address, crowded about me, and wit
and splendour contended for my notice I was de-
Iightfully fatigued with incessant cwilities, which
were made more pleasmg by the apparent envy of
those whom my presence eaposed to neglect, and
returned with an attendant equal mm rank and wealth
to my utmost wishes, and from this time stood 1 the
fist rank of beauty, was followed by gazers n the
Mall, celebiated 1 the papers of the day, imitated by
all who endeavouied to rise mto fashion, and censued
by those whom age or disappomtment forced to 1etue.

My mother, who pleased heiself with the hopes
of seeing my exaltation, dressed me with all the ex-
uberance of finery; and when I represented to her
that a fortune might be expected pioportionate to my
appearance, told me that she should scorn the 1eptile
who could inquire after the fortune of a gul like me.
She advised me to prosecute my victorles, and time
would certanly biing me a captive who might deseive
the honour of bemng enchamed for ever.

My lovers were indeed so numerous, that I had
no other care than that of detexminmg to whom I
should seem to give the preference But having
been steadily and industriously mstructed to pre-
serve my heart from any mmpressions which might
hinder me from consulting my interest, I acted with
less embarrassment, because my choice was regulated

by

A
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by principles mote clear and certams than the caprice
of approbation When I had smgled ont one from
the rest as more worthy of encouragement, 1 pro-
ceeded m my measures by theaules of art, and yet
when the ardour of the first visits was spent, gene-
rally found a sudden declension of my wfluence, I
felt n myself the want of some power to diversify
amusement, and enltven comversation, and could not
but suspect that my mund faled m performing the
promises of my face ‘This opmion was soon con-
fimed by one of my lovers, who married Lavima
with less beauty and fortune than mme, because he
thought a wife ought to have qualiies which nnght
mahe her amiable when her bloom vas past
The vanity of my mother would not suffer her to
discover 2y defect 1 ‘one that had been formed by
her nstructions, and had all the excellence which she
herself could boast  She told me that nothing so
much hindered the advancement of women as Iitc ra-
ture and wit, which generally frightened anay those
that could mahe the best settlements, and drew about
them »a needy tribe of poets and philosophers, that
filled thewr heads with wild notons of content, and
coutemplation, and virtuous obscurity  She there-
fore enjomed me to 1mprove my ounuet step with a
new French dancing master, and wait the event of the
pext birth mght
I had now almost completed my nmeteenth year
f my charms bad lost any of therr softness, 1t was
more than compensated by addinonal digmty, and
if the attractions of mnocence were wnparred, then
place was supphed by the arts of allurement I was
therefore preparing for @ new attack, without uny
abatement
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abatement of my confidence, when, in the mdst of
my hopes and schemes, I was seized by that dieadful
malady which has so often put a sudden end to the
tyranny of beauty I recoveied my health after a
Jong confinement, but when I looked again on that
face which had been often flushed with transpoit at
its own reflection, and saw all that I had learned to
value, all that I had endeavouied to impiove, all that
had procured me honows or praises, wrecoverably
destioyed, I sunk at once mto melancholy and de-
spondence. My pan was not much consoled or al-
leviated by my mother, who giieved that I had not
lost my life together with my beauty; and declared,
that she thought a young woman divested of her
charms had nothing for which these who loved her
could desne to save her from the giave.

Having thus continued my ielation to the period
from which my life took a new course, I shall con-
clude 1t in another letter, 1f, by pubhslung this, you
show any 1egaid fo1 the cornespondence of,

SIR, &ec.
VICTORIA.
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Numz 131 Tuespay, June 18, 1751

Fatis accede detsque,
Et colefelices  museros fuge  Stdera calo
Ut distant _flamma mars  1c utile recto Lucay

Stll follow where auspicious fates invite

Caress the happy and the wretched shght

Sooner shall jarring elements unite

Than truth wath gaw  than interest withight ~ F Lews

r 1‘ HTI RE 1s scarcely any sentiment in which,
amidst the mnumerable varieties of inclina~

tion, that nature or accident have scattered 1 the
world, we find greater numbers concurring, than 1n
the wish for nches, a wish indeed so prevalent that
1t may be considered as universal and transcendental,
as the desire m which all other desires are 1ucluded,
and of which the various purposes which actuate
mankmd are only subordinate species and different
modifications

Wealth 18 the general centre of inchmation, the
point to which all mmnds preserve an mvariable tend
ency, and from which they afterwards diverge in
numberless directions Whatever 1s the remote or ult-
mate design, the immediate care s tobe nch, and m
whatever enjoyment we mtend finally to acquiesce, t
we seldom consider 1t as attamnable but by the means
of money  Of wealth therefore all unammously con
fess the value, nor 15 there any disagreement but
about the use vy

¢ No
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No desiie can be fomed which 1iches do not assist
to gatify. He that places Ius happiness m splencid
equipage or numerous dependants, 1n refined praise
or popular acclamations, m thc accumulation of cu-
riosities or the 1evels of luxury, m splendid edifices
or wide plantations, must still, either by bnth o ac-
quisition, possess 1iches They may be considered as
the elemental pimeciples of pleasme, which may be
combmed with endless diversity, as the essential and
necessary substance, of which only the foim is left to
be adjusted by choice.

The necessity of 1iches being thus appaient, it is
not wondeiful that almost every mind has been em-
ployed 1 endeavours to acquue them; jthat multi-
tudes have vied in arts by which life is furmished with
accommodations, and which therefore mankind may
reasonably be eapected to reward

Ithad mdeed been happy, -if this predomimant ap-
petite had opeiated only in concunrence with virtue,
by .anfluencing none but those who were zealous to
deserve what‘they were eagel topossess, and had abi-
lities to mmprove their own foitunes by contributing
to the ease orihappiness of others. To have riches
and to have ment would then have been the same,
and success might reasonably have been considered as
a proof of excellence.

But we.do not find that any of the wishes of men
keep.a stated proportion to their poweis of attam-
ment Many envy and desne wealth, who.can never
procure it by honest mdustry or useful knowledge.
‘They therefore turn their eyes about to examme what
other methods can be found of gamingthat which

none,
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none however 1mpotent o1 worthless, will be content
to want

A httle nquiry will discover that there aie neara
ways to profit than thtough the nticcies of art, or
up the stecps of labom, what wisdom and wrtue
scarcely recewve at the close of hife, as the recompensd
of long toil and repeated effoits, 15 biought withm the
reach ot subtilty and dishonesty by more expeditious
and compendious measumes  the wealth of credulity 19
an open prey to falsehood, and the possessions of
1gnorance and imbecility arc casily stolen away by the
conveyances of secict artifice, o1 seized by the gripe
of unresisted violence

It 1s hikewise not hard to discover that riches alnaya
procure protection for themsclves, that they dazale the
eyes of mquuy, diveit the celenty of purswit o1 ap-
pease the ferocity of vengeance  When any man 13
incontestably known to have large po scssions very
few think 1t requisite to mquune by what practices they
uete obtamed  the 1csentment of mankind rages only
agamst the struzales of feeble and tunoious corruption,
but when 1t has surmounted the first opposition, 1t 15
afterwards supported by tavour, and annnated by ap
plaust

Ihe piospect of gaiming speedily what 15 ardendy
desned, and the ceitamty of obtamug by evely acces«
sion of advantage an addition of sccunty have so far
prevailed upon the passions of manlind that the peace
of Iife 1s destioyed by 2 generl and ce sant struggle
forriches  It1s observed of gold by an old epigiam
matist that 2o have ot s 10 be n fear, and towant it 15
0 be m sorsow There 1s no condition which 1s not

Vor V Cc disquieted
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disquieted either with the caie of gaming or of keeping
money; and the race of man may be divided m a
political estumate between those who aie practising
fraud, and thosc who are 1epelling 1t.

If we consider the present state of the world, 1t wilt
be found, that all confidence 1s lost among mankind,
that no man ventures to act, where money can be en-
dangeied upon the faith of another. It 1s impossible
to sce the long scrolls in which eveiy contract 1s in-
cluded, with all thewr appendages of seals and attes-
tation, without wondering at the depravity of those
beings, who must be restiained fiom violation of pro-
mise by such formal and publick evidences, and pre-
cluded fiom equivocation and subterfuge by such
punctiious minuteness. Among all the satires to
which folly and wickedness have given occasion, none
15 equally severe with a bond or a settlement

Of the vanous aits by which riches may be ob-
tained, the gieater pait are at the fist view irrecon-
clable with the laws of virtue, some are openly
flagitious, and practised not only in neglect. but m
defiance of faith and justice; and the rest are on
every side so entangled with dubious tendencies, and
50 beset with peipetual temptations, that very few,
cven of those who are not yet abandoned, aie able
to pieseive ther mnocence, or can produce any other
clam to pardon than that they have deviated from the,
ught less than others, and have sooner and moie dili-
gently endeavoured to 1eturn.

One ot the chief charactensticks of the golden age,
of the age m which nerther caie nor danger had -
tiuded on manhind, 15 the community of possessions:

-

) stiife
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strife and fraud were totally excluded, and every tur-
bulent passion was stilled by plenty and equalty
Such were mdeed happy tunes, but such times can
return no more  Community of possession must in-
clude spontaneity of production, for what 15 obtuned
by labour will be of right the property of im by
whose labour 1t 15 ganed  And while a rightful claim
to pleasure or to affluence must be piocured either by
slow ndustry or unceitain hazard, there will always
be multitudes whom conardice or impatience ncite to
more safe and moie speedy methods, who strive to
pluck the frmt without cultivating the tree, and to
share the advantages of victory without paitaking the
danger of the hattle
In later ages, the conviction of the danger to wiich
virtue 15 exposcd wlule the mind continues open to the
influence of riches, has determmed many to vows of
perpetual poverty they have suppressed deswe by
cutting off the possibility of gratification, and secured
their peace by destioying the enemy whom they had
no hope of reducing to quiet subjection  But, by
dcbarning themselves from evil, they have 1eseinded
many oppertumtie. of good they have too often sunh
nto mactivity and uselessness , and, though they have
forborn to jure society, have not fully pad ther
contributions to its happiness
While riches ar¢ so necessary to present conve
mence, and so much more easily obtamned by crunes
than wvirtues the mind can only be secured trom
yieldiag to the contmual mpulse of covetousness by
the preponderation of unchangeable and eternal mo-
tives Gold will turn the ntellectual balance, when
ccz weighed
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J’-l
wetghed only aganst 1cputation, bnt will be hiaht and
ineftectual when the oppostte scale 18 charged with
justice, veiacity, and picty.

Nuap. 132, Saturpay, June 22, 1751.

’

Daciles vmtandis
Twrpihus ac praves omnes suns Juv

The mind of moitul> 1 perversencss stiong,
Imbibes with dire docility the wiong

To the RAMBLENR.
Mr. RAMBLER,

WAS bied a scholal, and after the usual course of
education, found 1t nccessary to cwploy for the
support of life that leaining which I had ahmost ex-
hausted my httle fortunc  acquirmg  The luctatne
professions diew my regard with equal athaction;
cach picsented 1deas which excited my curiosity, and

each mmposed duties which tenified my appichension
Theie 15 no temper moire unpiopitious to nterest
than desultory application and unlumted inquuy, by
which the desues aie held m a peipetual equipose,
and the mnd fluctuates between different puiposes
without dctermination I had books of every hind
1ound me, among which I divided my tune as caprice
or aceident dnected I often spent the {nst howms of
the day, m consideiing to what study I should devote
the



N 132 THEL RAMBLLR 389

the rest, and at last snatched up any author that hy
upon the table, or perhaps fled to 1 coffee house for
deliverance fiom the anstety of nresolution, and the
gloominess of solitude

Thus my httle patrunony gew imperceptibly less,
ill I was roused fiom my hterry slumber by a credi-
tor whose, importumty obhiged me to picdy him with
so laige 1 sum, that what remuned was not sufficient
to support me more than aight months 1 hope you
will not 1eproach me with avaice or cowaidice it I
acknouledge that I now thought wyselt n danger of
distiess, and obliged to endeavour after some certan
competence

Theie hive been heroes of neghgence, who have
lard the price of then fast wcrc m 2 dvwser and with
out the least intewruption ot thewr tanquihity, or abate
ment of their evpenses, tthen out one piece after
another, uil therc was no moic remaimng  But I was
not born to such dignity of nnprudence, o1 such exal
tation above the caies and nece sities of Ife I
theiefore 1mmediately engaged my fuends to procure
me a little employment which imght set ne free hrom
the dread of poveity, and afford me tine to plan out
some fin1l scheme of lasting advantage

My fitends were stiuck with honest solicitude and
mmmedately prom: ed then cundeavours for my exti-
cation Fhey did not suffer then Imdness to 1mou sh
by delay, but prosccuted then mnquinies with such sue
cess, that 1 less than 1 month I was perpleved with
variety of offeis and contiariety of prospects

I had however no tunc for lonz pauses of consider-
ation, and theictore soon resolved to accept the office

cc3 of
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of instructing a young nobleman m the house of his
father I went to the seat at winch the fanuly then
happened to 1eside, was 1eceived with gieat pohiteness,
and mvited to enter unmediately on my charge  ‘lhe
terms oftercd weie such as I should willingly have
accepted, though my fortune had allowed me gieater
liberity of choice the 1espect with which I was
treated flattered my vanity, and peihaps the splen-
donr of the apaitments, and the luxmy of the table,
were not wholly without then mfluence 1 imnedi-
ately complied with the piroposals, and received the
young loid mto my caie

Having no desire to gam moie than I should tiuly
deserve, I very dihigently prosccuted my undertaking,
and had the satisfaction of discoveing in my pupil a
fleuble temper, a quick appiehension, and a retentive
memory I did not much doubt that my caie would,
in time, produce a w:se and useful counscllor to the
state, though my labouis vere somewhat obstructed
by want of authority, and the necessity of complying
with the fieaks of neghgence, and of waiting patiently
for the lucky moment of voluntary attention To a
man, whose imagnation was filled with the dignty of
knowledge, and to whom a studious hte had made all
the common amusements msipid and contemptible, 1t
was not very easy to suppiess his mdignation, when he
saw himsel{ forsaken in the midst of his lecture, for an
opportunity to catch an msect, and found his nstiuc-
tions debaired from access to the mtellectual faculties,

by the memory of a childish folick, or the desire of a
new plaything.

Those
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lhose vesations would have recurred less fre-
quently, had not lns mamma, by entreatng at one
tune that he should be escused from a task as a
renard for some petty complance, and withholding
him from his booh at another, to gratfy herself ‘o1
her visitants with his vivacity, shown hin that every
thing was more pleasing and more important than
knowledge, and that study was to be endured rather
than chosen, and was only the business of those hours
winch pleasure left vacant, or disciphne usurped
I thought 1t iy duty to complamn, 1n tender terins,
of these frequent avocations, but was answered that
rank and fortunc might reasonably hope for some
mdulgence, that the retardation of my pupis pro-
giess would not be mmputed to any neghgence op
mability of mine, and that with the success which
satisfied every body else, I might surely satisfy my-
self I had now done my duty, and without more
remonstiances contmued to inculcate my precepts
whenever they could be heaid, gamed every day new
influence, and found that by degrees my scholar
began to feel the quich impulses of curiosity, and the
bonest ardour of studious ambition
At length 1t was 1esolved to pass a wnter 1n Loy~
don I'he lady had too much fondness for her son
to live five months without hum, and too ligh an
opuion of lis wit and leanmg to refuse her vamty
the gratification of exhibiting lnm to the pubheh I
remonstrated agamnst too early an acquaintance with
cards and company, but with a soft contempt of my
ignorance and pedantry, she said that he had been
aliewdy confined too long to solitary study, and 1t
cc4 Wwas



502 THE RAMBLEL N1

«t
was now tine to show hun the workd, ngtame wa,
mote & brand of meanness than bashial temdity , way
ficedom and clesant asstance ware only to be g uned
by mined converzation, « frequent imtovcouise st
stranzers, and a timddy wmboduction to ~plondnd as-
semblics, and she had more than once o Gued, thadhits
forwardness and complatsance began to dosait bun,
that he was stlent when he had not somcthing ot conse-
quence to say, blushal whencvar be happenad 1o dnud
himselt nustahen, and hune down has Tead m the pie-
seuce ot the ladies, without the teadiness ot roply and
actinity of ofhciousness temarhable wm younr sentfuran
that wie bicd m Lonudon

Agamn T found restance hopddess, amd agun
thought 1t proper to comply  We catuiad the coh,
and 1 foar dass were placed w the wavest and most
magmiicent reqion of the town My pupl, who
had sar several years hed at aoaemnte scat, was
mrediately dazzled with o thou-and brans of no-
velty and show  Ihs mnagmetion was  fitled wath
the perpetual tumult of pleasure that passed betoe
huim, and 1t was mupossible to allme han hom the
window, o1 to overpower by any chanm of clugquence
the 1attle of coaches, and the soninds winch echoed
fiom the doors m the neighbouthood  In thice days
his attention, which he began to regun, was dis-
twbed by a nch smt, m which he was equipped
for the 1cception of company, and which, having
been long accustomed to a plam diess, he could not,
at st smvey without cestacy

The anwal of the fannly was now formally noti-
fied, every hour of every day brought moie ntunate

op
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or more distant acqu untances to the door, and my
pupl was ndisunnately mtioduced to all that he
mght accustom humselt to change of faces, and be nd
with speed of lus rustict difidence  }le soon endeared
himself to s mother by the speedy acquisiion o re-
covery of her darling qualitic., Ius eyes sparhle it a
numerous assembly, and lis heart dances at the
mentton of a ball  Ile has at once caught the mfec-
tion of high hfe, and has no othcr test of prineiples or
actions than the qualbty of those to whom they are
ascibed  Ile begns alicady to look down on me with
superiority, and submuts to one shoit lesson 1 a weeb,
as an act of condescenston rather than obedience, for
hie 1s of opnuon, that no tuter 15 properly quahfied
vwho cannot speak French  and having formerly learncd
a few familiar phrases from lus sister s governess he
15 evcry day soliuting lus mamma to procure hun a
torugn footman  that he may grow polite by his con-
versation I am not yet msulted, put find myself
likely to become soon a superfluous incumbiance for
my sthola bas now no time for science o1 for virtue

and the lady yesterday declared hun so much the
favounite of every company, that she was atiaid he
would not have an hour m the day to dance and funce

Tam, &c
Luaa1aes
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Nouumzs. 133. Tuvrosnay, June 25, 1751.

}
Mazna quden sacris que dat precepta Uhellis
Vit foi tunee supentia Dicinus autemn

oo quoyue selices, gar forre mcommoda vite,
Nec jactaic grgum witd didicese magistrd. Juv

L.t Stoicks ethichs’ haughty rules advance

To comb it fortune, and to conquer chance

Y et happy those, though not so learn’d are theught,

Whom hfe mstiucts, 1 Lo by esperience taught,

Tor new to come { am past nistortunes look,

Moy shahe the yoke, which gudls the mote i~ shook.
Cirricn,

To the RAMBLEIR.

SIR,

7 OU have shown, by the publication of my letter,
that you think the life of Fictorie not wholly un-
woithy ot the nolice of a philosepher . I shall theie-
fore continue my naniative, without any apology for
unimportance which you have dignified, o1 for 1nac-

euracles which you are to coirect
When my hfe appeared to be no longer 1n danger,
and as much of my stiength was recovered as enabled
me to bear the agitation of a coach, I was placed at
a lodging i a neigbhouring village, to which my
mother dismissed me with a faint embiace, having
sepeated her command not to expose my face too soon
to the sun or wind, and told me, that with cne I might
perhaps become tolerable agam. The prospect of
bemg tolerable had very httle power to elevate the
imagmation
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mnagmation of one who had so long been accusiomed
to pratc and cestacy,, but it was some  atisiaction to
be sepmated from my mother, who was mcessantly
unges the hnell of departed beauty  and never entered
my room without the whie ot condolence, or the
groul of anzer  She often wandered over my face as
tiavellers over the rumns of a celerated city, to note
every place which had once been remarhable tor a
happy fextme  She coude cended to visit iny retire-
ment, but always left me more melancholy, fos after
a toousand tuthng inquuies about my diet, and a
minute examination of my looks, she generally con-
cluded with a sigh, that I should nevc1 more be fit to
be secn

At last T was permitted to retwrn home, but found
no great improvement of my condition, for I was im-
prisoned m my chamber s a ciumnal, whose appar-
ance would dwsgrace my fiiends, and condemn me to
be tortured nto new beauty  Lvery expejiment which
the ofhciousness of folly could communicate, or the
ciedulity of ignorance admmt, was tied upon me
Sometimes I was covered with emolheits, by which 1t
was eapected that all the scars would be filled and
my cheeks plumped up to then former smoothness,
and sometimes I was pumshed with artificial excori~
ations, 1n hopes of gammg new graces with a new shin
The cosmetich science was exhausted upon me, but
who can reparr the rums of pature? My mother was
forced to give me rest at last, and abandon me to the
fate of a fallen toast, whose fortune she considered as
2 hopeless game, no longer worthy of solicitude or
attention

The
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The condition of a young woman who has never
thought or heard of any other excellence than beauty,
and whom the sudden blast of discase wimbles m her
bloom, 1s indeed suthaently calumtous  She 1 at
once deprived of all that gave her cmmence o1 pover ;
of all that clated her prde, o1 ammated hev activiiy ;
all that filled her days with pleasme, and her mghts
with hope, all that gave gladuess to the present hour,
or biuightened her prospects of futunity. It 1s perhaps
not m the power of a man whose attention has been
divided by diversity of pusuits, and who has not been
accustomed to deiive fiom others much of his happi-
ness, to image to himself such helpless destitution,
such dismal manity Every object of pleasing con-
templation 1s at once snatched away, and the soul finds
every 1eceptacle of 1deas emnpty, o1 filled only nith the
memory of joys that can 1etuin no moie  Alls gloomy
privation, o) unpotent deswe, the faculties of antici-
pation slumber m despondency, or the powers of
pleasamie mutiny for employment.

I was so litile able to find entenamment for myself,
that I was forced m a shoit tunc_to ventuie abioad, as
the solita1y savage 1s diven by hu]]gex from hus cavern,
1 entered with all the humiiity of disgiace mto as-
semblics, wheie 1 had lately spailded with gayety, and
towered with triumph  I'was not wholly wathout hope,
that dejection had musiepresented me to mysclf, and
that the 1emains of my foimer face might yet have
soine attiaction and mnfinence bhut the first cocle of
visits convinced me, that my ieign was at an end,
that life and death weie no langer m my hands, that
1 was no mare to practise the glance of command or

the
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the fronn of prohibiion, to recewe the tubute of
sighs and prases, o b soothed with the gentle mur-
murs of amorous tmudity My opinton was-now un-
heard, and my proposals werc unregaided, the nar
rowness of my hnowledge, a1 d the meanncss of my
sentiments, werc easily discovered, when the eyes were
no longer engaged agamst the judgment, and it was
observed, by those who had formerly been charmed
with my vivacious lequacity, that my understanding was
impaired as well as my face, and that I was no longer
quahfied to fill a place 1 any company but a party at
cards

It 15 scarcely to be mmagmed how soon the mund
sinks to a level with the condrtion I, who had long
considered all who approached me a, vassals cor
demned to regulate their pleasures by iny eyes, and
harass then 1mventions for ny entertainment, was 1
less than thiee weehs reduccd to receive a ticket with
profes 1ons of obligation to catch with cagerness at
a complunent , and to watch with 1ll the anxiousness
of dependence, lest any httle enality that was paud me
should pass unachnowledged

Though the neghgence of the men was not veiy
pleasing when compaied with vows and adotation, yet
1t was o more supportable than the msolence of my
onn sex  lor the fist ten months after my 1etmn
mnto the warld, I never entered a single house i which
the memoiy of my downfil was not resved At one
place I was congratulated on my escape with Iife, at
another I heard of the benefits of early maculatio
by some I have been told i eapress teims, that I amn
not yet without my chaims, others have wluspered at
«any cntrance, This 15 the celebrated beauty One

“ t told



298 THE RAMBLER. Ne 133.

told me of a’wash that would smooth the skin; and
another offered me her chair that I mizht not front the
light Some soothed me with the observation that
none can tell how soon my case may be her own;
and some thought it proper to receive me with mourn-
ful tenderncss, foimal condolence, and consolatory
blandishments.

Thus was 1 every day harassed with all the strata-
gems of well-bied mahgmty; vet msolence was more
tolerable than solitude, and I therefore persisted to
keep my time ot the doois of my acquaintance, with-
out gratfying them with any appearance of resentment
or depression 1 expected that their exultation would
in tune vapow away, that the joy of their superionty
would end with 1its novelty, and that I should be suf-
feied to ghde along in my piesent form among the
nameless multitude, whom natme never intended to
excite envy or admnation, noxr enabled to delight the
eye or inflame the heart

This was natwally to be expected, and this I began
to expertence  But when I was ne longer agitated by
the perpetual ardour of 1esistance, and eftoit of per-
severance, I found moie sensibly the want of those
entertamnments which had foimerly delighted me , the
day 1ose upon me without an cngagement, and the
evening closed m 1ts natumal gloom, without summon-
Ing me to a concert o1 a ball.  None had any caie to
find amuscwents for me, and I had no power of
amusing myself  Idleness caposed me to melancholy,
and hfe began to languish in metionless ndifference

Misciy and shame aie nearly allied. 1t was not
without many struggles that I pievailed on myself to

contess my uneasmess to Kuphenua, the only fixend who
t 4 had

.



A* 133 THLC RAMBLLR. 309

had never pamed me with comfort or with pity I at
last laid my calamities before hur, 1ather to case my
heart than recenve assistance  ““ We muat distin uish,”™
said she, * my F actor i, those evils which are umposed
“ by Providence, from those to which we ounsclves
“ give the poner of hurtng us  OF your cilanmgy, 1
 small part 1s the mflicton of Heaven, the rost 1
“ httle mote thn the corro 1wn of dle discontent. Y ou
“have lost that which w1y mdeed sometimes con-
“ tnibute to happiness, but to which happmess 1 by
“ no megns mscparably mnened Y ou have lost what
¢ the greater number of the humam race never have
“* possessed, what those on whom 1t is bestowed for
“ the most part posse s m v un  and what you, winle
“1t was yours, hnew not how to use  you have only
“ lost early what the laws of nature forbid you to heep
“long, and have lost it while your mnd 15 yet fles

“Dle, and while you have tune to substitute more
* valuible and more durable escellencies  Consider
“ your clf, my Fictora, us a bung born to hnow, to
“ reason, and to 1ct, risc at once fiom your dream of
“ mclancholy to wisdom and to picty, you will find
¢ that therc are other charms than those of benuty,
¢ and other joys than the praise of fools

I am, SIR, &c
Vicrorua,

v ’



400 THE RAMBLER: N°134.

Nums 134, Saturpay, June 29, 1751.

Qus scit, an adjiciant hodrerne crastina summe
Tempora Du supere ? ITox.

Who knows 1f ITeav’n, with evei-hounteous pow’r,
Shall add to-moirow to the presunt hour? I'r iveis.

I SAT yesterday moinmng employed 1 deliberating
on which, among the vailous subjects that occuned

to my mmagmation, I should bestow the paper of to-
day Atfter a short cffort of meditation by whicki
nothing was determined, I giew every moment moie
inesolute, my 1ideas wandecied fiom the fust mtenuon,
and I 1ather wished to think, ‘than thouglit upon any
settled subject, tll at last T was awakened fiom this
dreamn of study by a summons fiom the press the
time was come for which I had been thus neghgently
purposmg to piovide, and, however dubicus o1 slug-
gish, I was now necessitated to wiite. '
Though to a wuter whose design 1s so com-
prehensive and nmuscellancous, that he may accom-
modate himself with a topick fiom cvery scene ot lfe,
or view of natuie, 1t 1s no gieat agoravation of hiy
task to be obliged to a sudden composiion, yet I
could not forbear to ieproach myself for having so
long neglected what was unavoidably to be done, and
of which every moment’s 1dleness mcicased the difli-
culty There was however some pleasuwie m redecting
that I, who had only tuifled ull diligence was neces-
13 sary,
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sary miht still congratulite mysclf uponmy superiority
to multitudes who have tnfled nll dibgence 3s vam,
who can by no desree of activity or resolution 1ecover
the opportumties wluch have <hpped away , and who
are condemmned by thewr own carclesness to hopeless
cifanity and buicn <orrow

lhe tolly of allowng oursthies to delay whit we
Rnow cumot be finally excaped, 1s one of the general
wer hnesses, which, m spite ot the nstruction of moral-
Ists, and the remonstrances of reawon provail to a.
yreater or less degree m wvery mind, even they who
most ~teadily wathstwd 1t, find 1t, 1if not the most
viofent, the most po1tnicious of thur passions, always
tenewing s attachs, and, though often anquished,
never dushoyed

It 1> mdeed mataral to hwe particuli 1egard to the
tune present, nd to be most solicitous for that which
15 by its ncuness enibled to mahe the strongest m-
picssions  When therefore tuy stasp pun 15 to be
suftered, or any forundeble d wacr to be meuried, we
can scarcely exempt cursclves wholly from the seduce-
ments of magmition, we reiddy bebiove that anothe
diy will buny some support o1 sdvantage which we
now want and ue casily pasvaded, that the moment
of nceessity which we desne nuver to urne, at a
great distance from us

Thus hie 1s Janguished way o the gloom of anvicty,
and consumed i collecting 1 olutions which the next
morning dwssipates, 1 fornming purposes which wes
scarcely hope to heep, and 1cconailing oursclves to our
oun cowndie by excuses, wiuel, wlile we aduut
thum, we bnow to be absmd  Our fimmess 15, by

Yor V Do tn
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the continual contemplation of inisery, howly npaned,
every submission to owr fear enlaiges ity dowmmion,
we not only waste that time m which the enil we dicad
might have been suficied and smmounted, but cven
whete prociastination produces 1o absolute mcicase ot
our difficultics, mahe them lecs superable to outselves
by habitual teniows.  When evils cannot be avoided,
it1s wise to contiact the mteisal of expuctatien, to
meet the miscluefs which will overtahe us 3t we tly,
and sufler only then 1cal mahguty, without the con-
flicts of doubt, and angur-h of anticipation

To act 15 far easter than to sutter; yet we cvery day
see the progress of hie retarded by the v e i, the
meie i1epugnance to motion, and find multitudes re-
pining at the want of that which nothmg but idleness
hinders them fiom enjoying  The case of Tuntalus,
m the 1egion of poctick punishment, was somewhat to
be pitied, because the tiuts that hung about him
1ethied fiom his hand, but what tendeiness can be
claimed by those who, though perhaps they suffer the
pams of Zantalus, will never hitt then hands for their
ewn 1chef?

There 1s nothing moie common among this torpid
genelation than muimus and complamnts, muimurs
at uneasiness which only vacancy and suspicion expose
them to teel, and cowplants of distiesses which at
is n their own power to r1emove  Lazmness is coms
monly assoclated with timdity  Ilther fear ongn-
ally piohibits endeavoms by mfusing despair of suc-
cess, o1 the fiequent farlmeé of miesolute stiuggles,
and the constant desne ot avording labour, mmpress
by degrees talse tenowms on the mmd. But fear,

, whether
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whether natural or acqured when once 1t has full
possesston of the faney, never fails to emplov it upon
vistons of calamity, such 1s, 1f they are not dissipated
by u.eful employment, will soon overcast 1t with
hortours, and embatter life not only with those mi eres
by winch all earthly bemgs re really more or less
tormented, but with tho ¢ which do not yet east,
and winch can only be discerned by the perspreacity
of conardice

Among all who sacrifice future advantage to present
inchnation, scarcely any gauin so little ns those that
sufler themstlves to freeze m wdleness Others are
corrupted by some enjoyment of more or less power
to graufy the passions, but to ncglect our duues
mercly to mvoid the labour of perforuung them, o
labour which 13 always punctually rewwmded, 1s surely
to smk under weak temptations  Idleness never can
sccure tranquilhty, the call of reason and of conscience
will prcree the closest pavilion of the slugsard, and
though 1t may not have force to drve Jun rom his
down, will be loud enough to binder bum from sleep
Those moments wlich he cannot resolve to mnahe use
ful by devoting them to the teat business of his bemng,
will sull be usurped by powers that will not leave them
to Ius disposal , remorse and vexation will seize upon
them, and forbid hun to enjoy what he 1s so desuous
to appropriate

There are other causes of nactivity mcident tg more
active faculties and more acute discernthent  He to
whom many objects of pmsuit a1 e at the same ume,
will frequently hesitate between different desires t 11
a mval has precluded hum, or ghange lus course as new

DD 2 attractions
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attiactions prevail, and harass hunself without advanc-
ing e who sces different ways to the same end,
will, unless he watches caretully over his own conduct,
lay out too much of lus attention upon the compatiison
of probabilities, and the adjustinent of expedients, and
pause m the choice of his road till some accudent inter-
cepts lus jomncy Ile whose penetiation estends to
remote consequences, and who, whenever he applies
his attention to any desien, discovers new pirospects
of advantage, and possibihties of nmproscment, will not
easily be peisuaded that his project 1s 1ipe for execu-
tion ; but will superadd one continance to another,
endeavour to unite vaiious purposes in one operation,
multiply complications, and 1efine niceties, till he 1s
entangled in lus own scheme, and bewildered in the
perplexity of vaiious wmtentions  He that 1esolves to
anite all the beauties of situation m a new puichase,
must waste his life in roving to no purpose from pio-
vince to province. Ile that hopes in the same house
to obtain every convenicnce, may diaw plans and
study Palladio, but will never lay a stone. e will
attempt a tieatise on some important subject, and
amass materals, consult authors, and study all the
dependent and collateral paits of learmng, but never
conclude himself qualificd to wiite.  1le that has abili-
ties to conceive perfection, will not easily be content
without it ; and, since peifection cannot be 1eached,
will lose the opportumty of doing well 1n the vain hope

of unattainable excellence
The certainty that hfe cannot be long, and the
probability that it will be much shoiter than nature
allows, ought to awaken every man to the active pra-
12 - " secution
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<ecution of whatever he ts de ous to perfom It s
true that no diligence can ascertatn success, death may
mtercept the suittest carcer , but he who 1s cut oft m
the esecution of an honest tndertahing, has at least
the honout of taling n lus 1ank  and has fought the
battle, thouglh he missed the victary

Nuun 135 Tuvespay, July 2, 1751

Calum non anunum mutaut Hor

Place may be changd  but who can change lus miud?

T 15 unpossible to tike a view on any side, or ob-
serve any of the vailous classes that formn the great
community of the world, without discovering the n-
fluence ot example, and admuttmg with new con
viction the observation of fyistotle, that man s an
mmtateee by The groater, far the greater number
follow the trach which others have beaten, without any
cuulosity after new discoveries, or ambition of tiusting
thumstlves to thewr awn conduct  And  of those wha
break the rauhs and disorder the umtoumity of the
marcl, most return ma shoit time from their deviy
ation, and prefer the equal and steady satisfaction of
secuuity befare the frolicks of caprice and the honours

of adventure
{n questions difficalt or dangerous 1t 15 mdeed
natural ta repose upon authouty, and, when fear
pp3 happens
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happens to predominate, upon the authority of those
whom we do not n general think wiser than ourselves.
Very few have abilities requsite for the discovery of
abstruse truth , and of those few some want lewsure,
and some 1esolution  But 1t is not so easy to find the
1eason of the universal subinission to precedent where
every man mught safely judge for himselt; where no
irreparable loss can be hazarded, nor any mischief of
long continuance incarred.  Vauity might be espected
to opetate wheie the more poweitul passions aie not
awakened , the meie pleasure ot acknowleduing no
superiour mglit produce shght singularities, o1 the hope
of gainmg some new degree or happine.s awaken the
mind to mvention or experiment .

If 1 any case the shackles of prescription coulu oe
wholly shaken off, and the imagmation left to act
without contiol, on what occasion should 1t be ex-
pected, but 1 the selection of lawful pleasurer Plea-
saie, of which the essence 1s choice; which com-
pulsion dissociates from every thing to which nature
has umted 1t, and which owes not only 1ts vigour but
its being to the smiles of hberty. Yet we see that
the senses, as well as the reason, are regulated by
creddlity,, and that most will feel, or say that they
feel, the gratifications which others have taught them
to eapect

At this time of umversal migration, when almost
evéry one, considerable enough tu attract 1egard, has -
retned, aris prepaiing with all the earnestness of dis-
tress to 1etne, into the country; when nothing is to
be heard but the hopes of speedy departure, or the
complamts of mvoluntary delay, I have often been
rempted to quire what happmess is to be gained,

or
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or what mcomvenience to be avoided, by this stated
recesston > Of the buds of passage, some follow the
summer and some the winter, because they live upon
sustenance which only smmer or witer can supply ,.
but of the annual flight of human 10vers it 1 much
harder to assign’ the 1eason, because they do not ap
pear either to' find or sech auny thing 'which 15 not
equally affaded by the town and conntry

I believe that many or these fugitives mav have
head of men whose contmual wish was for the quiet
of retnement, who watched every opportumty to steal
away from observation, to foisahe the crowd, and
delight themselves with the society of sohtude  There
15 indeed scarcely any wnter who has not celebrated
the happiness of 1ural privaey, and dehghted mmself
and his 1eader with the melody of birds, the wlusper
of groves, and the murmur of rivulets, nor any man
aninent foi extent of capacity, or greatness of exploits,
that has not left behnd him some memaiials of loncly
wisdom, and silent digmity

But almost all absmidity of conduct anses from the
umation of those whom we cannot resemble  Those
who thus testified their wearmess of tumult and
hurry, and basted with so much eagerness to the
lusure of retieat, were etther men averwhelned with
the pressure of dufficult employments, hatassed with
unportunities, and distiacted wath multiphiaity, or'
men wholly engiossed by speculative sciences, who,
having no other end of hfi but to learn and teach,
found therr searches mterrupted by the commoen
commerce of cwihty, and their reasonmgs disjonted
by frequent interruptions  Suchi men might reasonably

DD 4 fiy
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fly to that easc and convemence which then conditian
allowed them to find only in the county  The states-
man who devoted the @icates part of his tine to the
publick, was desnous ot heepig the remamder w ns
own power The general, 1uflled with dangers, weaied
with labouis, and stumed with acclamations, gladly
snatched an mterval of silence and relanation  The
naturalist was unhappy where the worhs of Providence
were not alnays before him - The 1easonar conld ad-
just his svstems only where lis mind was fiee fiom tho
mtiuston of outward objects,

Such examples of solitude very fow of those who are
now hastenmyg hom the town, have any prctensions to
plead 1n then own justihication, smce they cannot pic-
tend cither wearmess of labour, or desne of hnowledge.
They puipose nothing moic than to quit one scene of
idleness for another, and, atter having tutled m publich,
to sleep in scerecy. 'The utmost that they can bope w
gain 1s the change of 1idiculousness to obscunity, and
the prvilege of having fewer witnesses to a hie of
folly He who 1s not sufficiently nnportant to be dis-
turbed 1 lus pursuits, but spends all s hours accord-
ing to his own clmation, and has moie houts thay
lns mental faculties enable lnn to fill enher with en-
Joyment or desires, can have nothing to demand of
shades and valleys /s navery 15 said to be a pano-
ply, msigmficancy 15 always a shelter

Theire are, however, pleasmes and advautages m a
rural situation, which aie not confined to philosophers
and heioes The fieshness of the amr, the verdure
of the woods, the pamnt of the meadows, and the
unexhausted vailety which summer scattcis upon the,

caith,
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carth, m1v eastly give delight to an unlearned spectator
It 1» not necessary that he who loohs with pleasme on
the colours of a flower should study the prmnciples of
vegetation or that the Prolemmel and Copu mean
system should be compaied bedore the light of the sun
cm gladden o1 1its navmth mvigotate  Novelty 1s
welf 2 souce ot maufication, and Allton justly
observe  that to lim who has been long pent up m
gitis 1o 1ural obyect can be presented which will
not delight or 1efresh some of lus senses

Yeb cven these easy plensurcs e nussed by the
gmeater part of those who waste then swmmer i the
country  Should any man puisue his acquaintances
to then 1ctreats, he would imd few of thum hstenmng
to Plulome], loitering m woods or pluckmng dasies,
catchung the healthy gale of the moining or watching
the gentle coruscations of dechmmg day  Some wifl
be discovered at a window by the road side, rejorcing
shen a new cloud of dust gathers tonards them as at
the approach of 2 momentary supply of conversation,
and a short relief from the tediousness of umdeal
vacwney  Others are placed m the adjrcent villages,
where they look only upon houses as m the rest of the
yeal, with no change of obyjects but what 1 1emove 1o
any new street in London mught have eiven them
The same set of acquuntances otill settle together and
the foim of hfe 1s not otherwise diveisified than by
domg the same things 1o o difftrent place  They pay
and recerve visits 1n the usual form, they frequent the
walbs mn the morning, they deal caids at night, ti ey
attend to the same tattle, and dance with the same
partaers  nor en they, at therr retin to their former
habitation, congiatulate themselves on any otuer ad.

vantase,
k;
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vantage, than thot they have passed their time like
others of the same 1ank; and have the same right to
talk of the happmess and beauty of the country, of
happiness which they never fclt, and becauty which
they never 1egarded.

To be able to procuie 1ts own entertamments, and
to subsist upon 1ts own stock, 18 not the prerogative of
every mind  There are mdeed understandings so
feitile and comprehensive, that they can always feed
reflection with new supplies, and sufter nothing fiom
the preclusion of adventitious amusements; as some
cities have withm thew own walls enclosed ground
enough to feed thewr ihabitants m a siege. But
others live only fiom day to day, and must be con-
stantly enabled, by foreign supples, to heep out the
encroachments of languor and stupidity ~ Such could
not mndeed be blamed for hoveimng within 1each of
their usual pleaswie, more than any other ammal for
not quitting 1ts native element, were not their faculties
eontracted by then own fault But let not those who
go to the country, merely because they daie not be
left alone at home, boast their love of natuie, or their
qualifications for solitude, nor pretend that they reccive
instantaneous infusions of wisdom fiom the Dryads,
and are able, when they leave smoke and noise behind,
to act, or think, or reason for themselves.
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Nuwp 136 Sacurpay, July 6, 1751

Exfls yap pes 4 ¢ pic e Jz0 3 g
O , migs pv 4 61 FUe AN 3 8ad Hoxten

Who dures think one thin  «ud auothe tedl
My heart dete ts hun as the pates of Hell Pors

IIL regard which they whose abilities e em-
ployed m the works of magmation claun fiom
the rest of mnlmd, wises 1 a Jraat muasue from
ther milsence on futurity  Ravnk may be conferred
by princes, and wealth bequeathed by misers or hy
robbers, but the honours of a lasting name, and the
vencration of distit age , only the sons of learming
have the power of bestowmg  While, thercfore, 1t
continues one of the characteicsticks of ration il nature
to declme oblion, authors never can be wholly over
looked m the search aftes happimess, nor becomne con
temptib'e bat by thet 01n fault
The man who considers humselt 1s constituted the
ultmate jud, ¢ of disputable ehrctus, and entrusted
with the distnbution of the list terrestrial resards of
ment, ou_ht to summon all us fortitude to the support
of his mtegrity, and resolve to discharie an oflice of
such digimty with the most viglant caution and scru
pulous justice  To deliver examples to postenty and
to regulate the opnion of future tnnes, 1s no shaht or
trivial undertaking, nor 15 1t e1sy to commt more
atrocious tieason agamst the great republich of hu
manity, than by falsifying its records and nusgmding

its decrees
To
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To scatter praise o1 blame without iegard to justice,
is to destioy the distinction of good and esil - Many
haic no ether test of actiors than geneiral opmion,
aud all aie so o mfluenced by o sense ot seputation,
that they ace often restiamed by tear ot 1cproach, and
exeited by hope of honow, when other prmaples have
lost then power, nor ¢wm any spedies of prostitution
promote general depravity moie than that winch de-
stioys the force of prarse, by showmg that it may be
acquned without desavimg 1t, and which, by setting
fice the active and ambitiows from the diead of -
famy, lets loose the 1apacity of power, and weahens
the ouly authonty by which @eatness 1s contiolled

Praise, lihe gold and diamonds, owes its value only
to 1ts scaaty It beconses cheap as it becomes vulgar,
and will no longer 1aice expectation, av anunate enter-
puse. It s thercfore not only necessaiy, that wiched-
ness, even when 1t 1s not safe to censwe 1t, be denled
applause, but that goadness be commended only in
proportion to its degiee, and that the vailands due ta
the great benetactos of mankind, be not sufiered to
fade upon the brow of hun who can boast only petty
services and casy vutues.

Had these maxuns been umversally 1eceived, how
much would have becn added to the task ot deth-
cation, the work on which all the power of modein wit,
has been exhausted  Ilow tew of these mutial pane-
gyricks had appcaied, 1f the auther had been obliged
fust to find a man of vntue, then to distinguish the
species and degree of his desert, and at last to pay him
only the honouis which he mught justly claim. It 1s
much easiel to leain the name of the last man whom

chance
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chance his exalted to wealth wd power  to obtamn by
the wtersention of some of s domestichs the prisilege
of addicssng i, or, m confidence of the general
acceptanee of fhttery, to veatme on an addiess with-
eut 1y ptevious sohicitatton, wd, after hawing heaped
upon Ium 1l the virtues to which philosophy has as-
srried 1 name, mfoun hun how much more might be
truly said, did not the fear of gy pain to his modesty
repress the 1aptures of wonder and the scal of vene-
rtion

Nothing has so much degraded hteratuie from its
natural rank, ns the practice of mdecent and promis-
cuous dedication, for what credit can he espect who
professes hunselt the huelmg of vamty, howevar pro-
fiigate, and, without shame or scruple, celcbrtes the
worthless, difics the mean, wd gives to the cor-
rupt, licenttous 1nd oppiessive, the ornaments which
ought only to add gitce to truth, and loselincss to
mnocence” Lvery other hind of adulition, howeser
shameful, howesver mischicvous, 1s lest detestable than
the crime of counterfeiting characters, and fising the
stamp of iterary sanction upon the dioss and acfusc of
the world

Yet I would not ovesuhehn the authors with the
whole load of mfamv, ot which pmt, puhaps the
greater put, ought to fall upon then pations It
he that hnes 1 bravo, partahes the guilt of muides,
why should he who bribes a flatterer, hope to be ex-
empted.from the shame of filsehood < Lhe unhappy
dedicator 1> scldom without some. motnes which ob
struct though not destroy, the hbeity of chowce, h.
1s oppies ¢d by mneenies « ich he hopes to relicie

or
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or inflamed by ambition which he expects to gratity.
But the patron has no ncitements equally violent; he
can 1eceive only a shoit gatification, with which
nothing but stupidity could dispose Linn to be pleaser.
The 1eal satisfaction which praise can afford s by
epeating aloud the whispeis of conscience, and by
showing us that we have not cudeavoured to deserve
well in vain. Every other encomiun is, to an intel-
ligent mmd, satne and 1eproach; the celchration of
those virtues which we feel outsclves to want, can only
impress a quicher sense of our own defects, and show
that we bave not yet <atisfied the ¢+ pectations ot the
woild, by forcmg us to obseive how much fiction must
contiibute to the completion of ow chaiacter.

Yect sometimes the pation may claim mdulgence ;
for it does not always happen, that the cucomast has
been much encouraged to his attempt  Many a hap-
less author, when his book, and perhaps his dedication,
was ready for the piess, has waited long before any
ane would pay the pricc of prostitution, or consent to
hear the praces destined to insure lus name against
the casualties of time, and many a complaint has
been vented against the decline of leainmg, and neglect
of genius, when either paisimonious prudence has
dachned expense, o1 honest mdignation 1ejected false-
hood  But if at last, after long mquuy and mnunie-
rable disappointments, he find a loid willinz to hear
of his own eloquence and taste, a statcsman desnous
of knowing how a firendly historian will 1epiesent his
conduct, or a lady dehghted to leave to the woild
some memomial of her wit and beauty, such wcakness
cannot be censwed as an stance of enormous de-

11 pravity.



M 36 [HE RAMBLER 415

pravity  The v isest man may, by a diligent Lolitor,
be surpnsed 1w the hour of wewlness, wd persuaded
to solace vexation, or invigorate hope, with the musick
of flattery

1o censure il dedications as adulatory nd _crvile,
would discoter imther any than yustice  Prane 13
the trnbute of ment, and he that has mcontestably dis-
tmawshed him elf by wmy publich pertonnance, his a
nht to 1}l the lionours which the pubhicl can bestow
To men thus rar ed above the rest ot the community,
there 15 no need that the bool a1 its author should
have auv particular seltion  that the patron 1> | nown
to desene respect, 13 suthicient to vindiente hiun that
paysit.  To the .ame tezard from particula per.ons,
private virtue 1nd less conspicuous cxcellence may be
cometimes entitled An author may with grent pro
pricty mseribe bt work to lum by who ¢ encourage
ment 1t + as undertaben, or by whose hiburabity te has
been epabled to prosteute 3t, and be mway jualy
rejoice n his own fortitude that dare. to rescue ment
from obscunty

Aerd us exemplis ~dear te cludere wmsce
Frgo aliqud nostnis de morsbus

This much I will indulge thee for thy c1 ¢
And nungle omething of our tines to pleases
Drypey jun

I hnow not whether gieat relanation may not be -
dulged, and whether hope as well as gratitude may not
unblamably produce a dedwation, but let the witter
who pours out s praises only to prop tiate power, or
aitiact the attention of gmeatnes , be cautious leot Ins

desir.
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desire betay him to eanberant culogies  We aie natu-
1ally mote apt to please owselves with the futuie than
the past, and, while we luxunate in expectation, may be
casily peisuaded to puichase what we yet 1ate, ouly by
imagination, at 1 ligher puce than expenence will

watrant
But no private views of peisonal 1esard can dis-
] p jid

chaige any man fiom his geneial obligitions to vituc
and to tiuth It may happen m the various combi-
vations of life, that a good man may 1ecen e favours
fiom one, who, notwithstanding his acudental bene-
ficence, cannot be justly proposed to the mnmtation of
others, and whom theicefore he must find some other
way of 1ewarding than by pubhck celebiations.  Self-
love has indced many poweis of seducement, but it
swely ought not to calt any individual to equahty
with the collective body ot mankind, or persuade hun
that a benefit conterred on himn is equivalent to every
ather vitue.  Yet many upon false principles of gra-
titude, have ventwed to extol wietches, whom all but
their dependents numbeied among the reproaches of
the species, and whom they would lkewise have
beheld with the sanie scoin, had they not been hired
to dishonest appiobation.

To encowmage merit with praise, is the @eat business
of literature, but praise must lose 1its wfluence, by
unjust or neghgent distitbution, and he that unpans
its value may be chaged with msapphcation of the
powel that genius puts into his hands, and with squan-
deing on guilt the 1ecompense of vutue.
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Nuun 137 Turspat, July g, 1751
Dum vitant stults vatia, n conlraria currunt Hon

Whilst fools one vice condemu,
‘They run into the opposite extreme Creeen
1

4 1‘ H AT wonder 1s the effect of 1gnornce, has
been often observed The awful stillness of
attention, with which the mind 13 overspread at the
first view of an unexpected effect, ceases when we
have lesure to disentangle complications and mnves-
tigate causes  Wonder 13 a pause of reason, a sud-
den cessation of the mental progress, which lasts only
while the understanding 1s fixed upon some single
1dea, and 1s at an end when 1t recovers force enough
to divide the object mto 1its parts, or mark the mter-
mediate gradations from the first agent to the Jast con
sequence
It may be remarked with equal truth, that igno
rance Is often the effect of wonder It1s common
for those who have never accustomed themselves to
the labour of mquiry, nor mvigorated their confi-
dence by conquests over difficulty, to sleep 1n the
gloomy quiescence of astomshment, without any ef-
fort to ammate mquiry, or dispel obscunty  What
they cannot immediately concetve, they consider as
too high to be reached, or too extensive to be com
prehended , they thercfoie content themselves wjth
the gaze of folly, forbear to attempt what they have
10 hopes of performmg, and jesign the pleasure of
VoL V L rational
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rational contemplation to more pertinacious study or
more active faculties.

Among the productions of mechanick art, many
are .of a form so different from that of thewr first ma-
terials, and many consist of parts so numerous and
so nicely adapted to each other, that it 1s not possible
to view them without amazement. But when we enter
the shops of aitificers, observe the various fools by
which every opeiation 1s facilitated, and trace the pro-
gress of a manufactme through the different hands,
that, in succession to each other, contribute to 1ts
perfection, we soon discover that every single man has
an easy task, and that the extremes, however 1emote,
of natural rudeness and aitificial elegance, are jomned
by a regular concatenation of effects, of which every
one 1s mtroduced by that which precedes it, and
equally intioduces that which 1s to follow.

The same 15 the state of mtellectual and manual
performances Long calculations or complex dia-
grams affiight the timorous and unexperienced from
a second view , but 1if we have skill sufficient to ana-
lyze them 1nto simple principles, it will be discovered
that our fear was gioundless. Dwvide and conguer,
13 a punciple equally just 1 science as in policy.
Complcation 1s a species of confederacy which, winle
it continues umted, bids defiance to the most active
and vigorous mtellect; but of which every membel
1s separately weak, and which may therefoie be quickly
subdued, if 1t can once be broken

The chief art of learning, as Locke has observed,
1o to attempt but httle at a time  The widest excur-
sions of the mind are made by short flights frequently
1epeated , the most lofty fabricks of science are formed

by
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by the contnued accumulation of single proposi-
trons

It often happens, whatever be the cause, that un-
patience of labour, or dread of miscarmage, seizes
those who are most distingwishied for quichness of ap-
prehension, and that they who nnght with greatest
reason promise themselves victory, are least willmg to
hazard the encounter  [his diffidence, where the at-
tention 1s not laid asleep by laziness, or dissipated by
pleasures, can arise only from confused and general
views, such as negligence snatches m haste, or from
the disappomntment of the first hopes formed by arros
gance without 1eflection o expect that the intrica-
cies of science will be prerced by 1 careless glance, or
the eminences of fame ascended without labour, 1s to
expect a particular privilege, @ power dened to the
rest of manhind, but to supposc that the maze 1s m-
scrutable to diligence, or the heights inaccessible to
perseverance, 35 to submit tamely to the tyranay of
fancy, and encham the mind in voluntary shackles

It1s the proper ambition of the heroes in hterature
to enlarge the boundaries of hnowledge by discovermg
and conquering new reglons of the mtellectual woild
To the success of such undertakings perhaps, some
degree of fortmtous happiness 1s necessary, which no
man can promise or psocure fo lumself, and there-
fore doubt and wresolution may be forgiven m him
that ventures mto the unexplored abysses of truth and
attempts to find his way through the fluctuations of
uncertainty, and the conflicts of contradiction  But
when nothing more 15 1equired, than to pursue a, path
already beaten, and to tramnple obstacles which others
have demohished, why should any man so much dis-

Lk~ tiu t
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trust his own mtellect as to imagme himself uneqal to
the attempt ?

It weie to be wished that they who devote ther
lives to study would at once beheve nothing too great
for their attainment, and consider nothing as too little
for thewr 1egard , that they would extend their notice
alike to science and to life, and umte some knowledge
of the present world to thewr ‘acquawmntance with past
ages and remote eventy

Nothing has so much exposed men of leaining to
contempt angd rndicule, as thewr ignoance of thingg
which aie known to all but themselves. Those who
have been taught to consider the institutions of the
schools, as giving the last perfection to human abili-
ties, aie smprised to see men wrinkled with study, yet
wanting to be mstructed 1 the minute circumstances
of propitety, or the necessary forms of daily tiansac-
tion,, and quickly shake off their 1everence for modes
of education, which they find to produce no ability
above the rest of mankind.

Bools, says Bacon, can never teach the wuse of
books. The student must lean by commeice with
mankind to reduce his speculations to practice, and
accommodate his knowledge to the puiposes of life,

It 15 too common for those who have been bred to
scholastick professions, and passed much of their time
m academies where nothing but learning confers ho-
nous, to disregard every other qualification, and to
mmagine that they shall find mankind ready to pay
homage to then knowledge, and to crowd about them
for mstuuction They therefore step out fiom therr
c§lls mto the open world with all the confidence of au-
thomtg and dignity of mportance, they look round

about
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about themn at once with 1gnorance and scorn on 1 race
of bungs to whom they arc cqually unknown and
cqually contempnible, but whose manners they must
imitate, and with whose opmions they must comply, €
they destre to pass thewr tne happily among them

To Jessen that disdam with which schol wrs are -
clined to logk on the common business of the world,
and the unwillngness with which they condescend to
learn what 1s not to be found mn any system of pluloso-
phy, 1t may be necessary to consider that, though ad-
miration 13 excited by abstruse researches and remote
discoveries, vet plewsure 1s not given, nor afficuon
concihiated, but by softer accomplishments, and quals-
ties more easily communrcable to those about us  Ile
that can only converse upon questions, about which
only a small part of manhind has knowledge sufficient
to mahe them curous, must lose Ins days in unsocial
silence, and hive m the crond of life without a com-
panton  He that can only be useful on great occa-
sions, may dic without exerting hisabihitics, and stand
a helple.s spectator of a thousand vexations which fret
away happmess, and which nothmg 1s requied to te-
move buta ittle dextenty of conduct and readmess of
expedients
+ No degree of knowlcdge attamable by man 1s able
to set him above the want of hourly assistance, or to
extmguish the desire of fond endcarments  and tender
offictousness, and therefore, no one should think 1t
unnecessary to learn those arts by which fricndship
may be gamed  XKindness 15 preserved by a constant
reciprocation of benefits or snterchange of pleasures,
but such benefits only can be bestowed, as others are

Ez3 capable
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capable to receive, and such pleasures anly imparted,
as otheis are quabfied to enjoy.

By this descent from the pinnacles of art no honour
will be lost; for the condescensions of learning are
always overpaid by gratitude. An elevated genus
employed 1n little things, appears, to use the simile of
Longinus, like the sun m his evening declination, he
remits his splendour but retamns his magmtude, and
pleases more though he dazzles less.
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Nowp 138  Sarurpar, July 13, 1731

O tantum bibeat mscum tibs sordidarura
ttque humles halatare casas ct,  figere certos Vine

With me retire and leave the pomp of cousts
Tor humble cottages and rural sports

To the RAMBLER
SIR, .

4 l‘ H O U G H the contempt with which you have
treated the annual migrations of the gay and
busy part of mankmd, 1s justified by daly observa
tion, since most of those who leave the tawn, ner
ther vary thew entertamments nor enlarge therr no-
tions, yet I suppose you do uot itend to represent
the practice itself as ndiculous, or to declare that he
whose condition puts the distribution of his time into
Ius own power may not properly dwide it between the
town and country
That the country, and only the country, dis-
plays the 1nexhaustible varieties of nature, and sup-
plies the philosophical mind with matter for adnu
ration and nquiry, never was demcd, but my
curosity 1s very httle attracted by the colour of a
flower, the anatomy of an nsect, or the structme of
a nest, I am generally employed upon human man
ners, and thercfore fill up the months of rural leisure
with remarks on those who live within the circle of
my notice If wniters would more frequently visit
EE 4 those
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those regions of negligence and hberty, they might
dwversify thewr representations, and multiply themr
nnages, for 1 the country aie orgmal characters
chiefly to be found In cities, and yet moie in
courts, the minute discriminations which distinguish
one fiom another are for the most part effaced, the
peculiarities of temper and opmion are gradually
worn away by promiscuous conveise, as angular bo-
dies and uneven surfaces lose their pomnts and asperi-
ties by frequent attrition against one another, and
approach by degrees to uniform rotundity. The
prevalence of fashion, the influence of example, the
desne of applause, and the dread of censue, obstruct
she "natural iendencies of the mind, and check the
ancy m 1ts fust efforts to break forth into experi-
ments of caprice.

Few inclinations are so strong as to grow up into
habits, when they must stiuggle with the constant
opposttion of settled forms and estabhished customs.
But'in the country every man 1s a sepaiate and inde-
pendent bemng'. solitude flatters™ iregulanty with
hopes of seciecy; and wealth, removed from the
moi tification of compaiison, and the awe of equality,
swells into contemptuous confidence, and sets blame
and laughter at defiance ; the impulses of nature act
umestramed, and the disposition dares to show itself
mr 1ts true form, without any disgmse of hypociisy, or
decorations of elegance  Every one indulges the
full enjoyment of his own choice, and talks and hves
with no other view than to please himself, without
inquiring how fa he deviates from the gener al prac-
tice,” o1 conmderme others as entitled to any account
of his sentiments ‘o dctions, If he builds or demo-

' Lishes,
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hshes, opens o, encloses, deluges or drains, 1t 15 not
His care what may be the opuuon of thpse who are
skilled 1 perspective or architecture, 1t 15 sufficient
that he has no landlord to control him, and that none
has any right, to examme m what projects the lord of

e mapor spends his own money on hus own grounds

Tor' this reason 1t 1s not very common to want
subjects for rural conversaton Almost every man
15 daily dom&7 something which produces merriment,
“onder, or resentment among his neighbours  Tius
uttg:r exemp’aon from restramt ledves every anomalous
q\uahty t? operate m 1ts full extent, and suffers the
nataral charpcter, to diffuse xtself to every part of life
The pride which, under the check of publick obser-
vanon, would have been only vented among servants
and domesthks becomes 1 a couniry baropet the
torment of a province, and, m tead of terminaung
m the destrucuon of China ware and glasses, 1ums
tenants dlspossesses cottagers, and harasses villagers
with ‘actions of trespass and bills of ndictment

It frqulﬁnﬁlx happeus that, even withoyt violent
passions, or enormgqus, corruption, the fieedom and.
laity of a rustick lfe produce remarkable particu-
]armes of conduct or mapper In the province
where I now resxde we have one lady emment for
wearing a gown aly ays of the same cut and colour,
zmother for shakmu hands \nth Jthose that wisit her,
and a tlurd for unshaken resolutxon ,never to let tea o1
coffee enter her house

B)ut of all the female (characters winch this place
aﬁ"ords, 1 have found none so worthy of attention as
thatxof Mr(s Bu.s-_y, a \udow who lost her husband in
her thxrt;eth year, and has smce passed her tme at

the
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the manor-house 1 the goveinment of her children,
and the management of the estate.

Mrs. Busy was married at eighteen from a board-
ing-school, where she had passed her time, hke other
young ladies, 1 needle-work, with a few mtervals of
danang and reading  When she became a bride she
spent one wmnter with her husband in town, where,
having no idea of any conveisation beyond the for-
mahities of a wvisit, she found nothing to engage her
passions , and when she had been one night at court,
and two at an opera, and seen the Monument, the
Townbs, and the Tower, she concluded that London
had nothing more to show, and wondered that when
women had once seen the woild, they could not be
content to stay at home. She therefore went willingly
to the ancient seat, and for some years studied house-
wifery under Mr. Busy’s mother, with so much assi-

-duity, that the old lady, when she died, bequeathed
her a caudle-cup, a soup-dish, two beakeis, and a
chest of table~linen spun by heiself.

Mr Busy, tinding the economical qualities of his
lady, resigned his affairs wholly into her hands, and
devoted his life to his ponters and his hounds. He
never visited his estates, but to destroy the partiidges
or foxes, and often commuited such devastations in
the rage of pleasue, that some of lns tenants refused
to hold their lands at the usual rent. Their landlady
persuaded them to be satisfied, and entreated her hus-
band to dismiss his dogs, with many exact calcula-
tions of the ale drank by his companions, and corn
consumed by the hoises, and remonstranccs against
the msolence of the huntsman, and the frauds of the
groom. The huntsman was too necessary to his

happiness
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happiness to be discarded, and he had still continued
10 ravage s own estate, had he not caught a cold and
a fever by shooting mallards m the fens s fever
was followed by a consumption, which m a few
months brought lum to the gave

Mrs Busy mas too much an economist to feel
ather joy or sorrow at lis death  She received the
compliments and consolations of her neighbours 1n
a dark room, out of which she stole privately every
mght and morning to see the cons milked, and, af-
ter a few days, declared that she thought a widow
might employ herself better than mn nursing gef,
and that, for her part, she was resolved that the
fortunes of her children should not be anpawed by
ber neglect.

She therefore mmediately apphed herself to the
reformation of abuses  She gave away the dogs,
discharged the servants of the kennel and stable and
sent the horses to the next fair, but 1ated at so high
a price that they returned unsold  She was resolved
to have nothing 1dle about her, and ordered them to
be employed m common drudgery They lost their
sleckness and grace, and were soon purchased at half
the value

She soon disencumbered herself from her weeds,
and put on a nidng hood, a coarse apron, and short
pettrcoats, and has turned 2 large manor mnto a farm,
of which she takes the management wholly upon
herself  She mises before the sun to order the horses
to therr geers, and sees them well rubbed down at
their return from work, she attends the dary morn
mg and evening and watches when a calf falls that
it may be carefully nursed , she walks out among

the
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the sheep at noon, counts the lambs, and observes the:
fences, and, wheie she finds a gap, stops 1t with a bush
till 1t can be better mended In harvest she 1ides
a-tield 1n the waggon, and 1s very liberal of her ale
fiom a wooden bottle. At her leisure hours she
looks goosc eggs, ans the wool room, and turns the
cheese.

When 1espect or curlosity brings visitants to ler
house, she enteitamns them with prognosticks of a
scarcity of wheat, or a rot among the sheep, and al-
ways thihs herself privileged to disimss them, when
she is to see the hogs fed, or to count her poultry on
the rcost.

The only things neglected about her are her child-
ren, whom she has taught nothing but the lowest
household duties. In my last visit I met Mrs. Busy
cartying gramns to a sick cow, and was- entertamed
with the accomplishments of her eldest son, a youth
of such early matwity, that, thougk he is only six-
teen, she can trust him to sell corn i the market
Her younger daunghter, who 1s emment for her
beauty, though somewhat tanned in making hay,
was busy m pouring out ale to the ploughmen, that
every one might have an equal share

I could not but look with pity on this young fa-
mily, doomed, by the absud prudence of thew mother,
to ignorance and meanness ; but, when I recom-
mended a more elegant education, was answered,
that she never saw bookish or fimcal' people grow
1ich, and that she was good for nothing herself till she-
had forgotten the nicety of the boarding-school.

I am, Youws, &e.
Bucorus.
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Nous 139 Tuespay, July 16, 1751

r
—S1t guod t1s stmplex duntazat et unum Hon

Let every piece be simple and be one

T 13 required by 4ristotle to the perfection of a
tragedy, and 15 equally necessary to every other

species of regular composttion, that 1t should have 1
beginmng, a mddle, and an end * The begin-
“ ning, says he, ‘s that which hath nothing ne-
“ cessanly previous, but to which that whch fol-
“ lows 15 naturally consequent, the end, on the
contrary, 1s that which by necessity, or at least
according to the common course of things, succeeds
something else, but which inplies nothing conse-
 quent to tself, the middle 15 connected on onc side
“ to something that naturally goes before, and on the
‘“ other to something that naturally follows it *

Such 15 the rule lmd down by tlis great enitick,
for the disposition of the different parts of a' well-
constituted fable Tt must begmn, where 1t may be
made mtelligble without introduction, and end,
where the mind 15 left 1n repose, without expectation
of any farthet event The mntermediate passages
must join the last effect to the first cause, by a regular
and unbroken concatenation, nothing must be there
fore mserted which does not apparently anse from
something foregomg, and properly make way for
something that succeeds 1t

13
&%

113

This
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This precept is to be understood o its nour
only with respect to great and eoential vvents, and
cannot be (vtended 1 the same force to unnuter -
cumstances and athittary docorations, whieh yet an
mote happy, o> they contiibute more to the mam
design 5 for 1t1s always a proof of extensive thougnt
and accut ste cucumspiction, to  promote yaious
putposes by the samie act, and the wdea of an orna-
ment admits use, though it seems to esdude neces-
sity

Whoever purpoats, as 1t 15 eapressed by 3hlun,
to buwdd the lofty rhyme, must acquamt hum~clr with
tiis law ot pocucal wchitectuie, and tahe e that
his edifice be.sohd as well as beantital, that notinny
stand smgle o ndependent, so as that it may be
tahen away without mjunng the ot but that, fom
the foundation to the pmnades, one part 1est hrm
upon another )

This 1egular and  conseqaential  distribution 1,
among comimon authors, fiequuntly negleeted ; but
the talwes of those, whose example can have no m-
fluence, may be safcly overloched, nor 15 1t ot much
use to 1ccall obscue and umegardud names to me-
mory for the sahke of sportag with then mtamy.  But
if thete be any witer whose gemus can embellish
impropiiety, and whose authonty can mahe enour
venerable, s worhs aie the proper objects of witi-
cal mquisiion  To expunge faults wheie there are
no e cclencies, 1s a task equally uscless with that of
the chenist who emnploys the aits of separation and
1efinement upon ore m which no precious metal 1
contawed to 1eward s operations.

The
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The tragedy of Sumson gomstes has been cele~
brated as the second work of the great author of
Paradise Lost, and opposed, with all the conu Jence
of triumph, to the dramatich performances of other
nations It contamns mdeed just sentunents, maxuus
of wisdom, and oracles of piety, and maay pissiges
written with the ancient spirit of choral poetry, in
which there 15 a just and pleasing misture of Senecas
moral declamation, with the wild enthusiasm ot the
Greek wrters It 13 therefore worthy of caamma-
tion, whether a performance thus Mluminated with
genws, and enriched with learmng, 15 composed ac-
cording to the mndispensable laws of dristotelian
criicism , and, omitting at present all other con-
siderations, whether 1t exhubits a beginning, a mddle,
and an end

The begmming 15 undoubtedly beaunful and pro
per, openmg with a graceful abruptness, and pro
ceeding naturally to a mournful recital of facts
necessary to be known

Samson A little onward lend thy guiding hand
To these dark steps a hitdle farther on
For yonder bank hath choice of sup and shade
There 1am wont to sit when any chance
Rehieves me from my tash of servile toil
Daily i the common prison else enjoind me —
~—O wherefore was my birth from heav'n foretold
Twice by an angel t—
~—=\Why was my breeding order’d and presenib d
A3 of a person separate to God
Dengn d for great explots  f I must die
Betrayd captivd and both my eyes put out >
—Whom have I to complain of but myself ¢
Who this ugh gift of strength commutted to me

In
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In what part lodg’d, how easily bereft me,
Unde: the seat of silence could not heep,
But weakly to a woman must reveal it

His sohiloquy is intennupted by a chorus or company
of men of his own tube, who condole his mseiies,
extenuate his fault, and conclude with a solemn vin-
dication of divine justice. So that at the conclusion
of the fust act there is no design laid, no discovery
made, nor any dispo.ition formed towaids the subse-
quent event.

In the second act, Manoah, the father of Samson,
comes to seek his son, and, bemg shown him by the
chorus, bieaks out into lamentations of his misery,
and comparisons of his present with lis foimer
state, 1epresenting to him the ignomuny which his
1eligion suffers, by the festival this day celebiated 1n
honour of Dagon, to whom the 1dolaters ascribed his
overthrow .

\

Thou bear’st
Enough, and mose, the bmithen of that fault,
Bitteily hast thou paid and still art paying
That rigid score A worse thing yet 1emarns,
This day the Philistines a pop’lar feast
Here celebrate in Gaza , and proclaim
Gieat pomp and sacrifice, and praises loud
To Dagon as their god, who hath deliver’d
Thee, Samson, bound and blind, into their hands,
Them out of thine, who slew’st them many a slain,

Samson, touched with this 1epioach, makes a 1e-
ply equally penitential and pious, which his father
considers as the effusion of prophetick confidence .

1

Samson
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Samson God, be ure
Yill not conmive or linger thus provoh d
But will arise and lus great nune assert
Dagon must stoop, and shall ere long recene
Such 1 discomfit as shall quite despoil hun
Of all these boasted troplies won on me

Manoghk  With cause this hope relieves thee, and thes.
words
T a5 a prophecy reccive for God,
Nothing more certamn will not long defer
Lo vindicate the glory of his name

This put of the dialogue, as 1t mght tend to
animate or exaspeiate Smnson, cannot, I thnk, be
censured as wholly superfluous, but the succeeding
dispute, i which Samson contends to die, and which
lus father bieaks off, that he may go to soheit
> 1clease, 15 only valuable for 1ts own beauties,
and has no tendency to introduce any thing that
follows 1t

The nest event of the diara 1s the arrival of
Dellak, with all ber graces, artifices, and llurements
[ius produces o dalogue, n 2 very hugh degree ele
gaut and mstructive, from which she retires, after she
has exhausted her persuasions, and 1s no more seen
nor heard of, nor has her visit any effect but that of
rasing the chaiacter of Samson

In the fowmth act enters Hurapka, the gant of
Gath, whose name had never been mentioned before,
and who has now no other motive ot commng, than
to see the man whose strength and actions are so
loudly celebrated

VoL V Tr Haraph
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Haaph —DMuch I have heaid
Of thy prodigious might, and feats perform’d
Incredible to me, 1 this displeas’d
That I was nevel present 1n the place *
Of those encounters, wheie we might have tried
Fach other's foice i camp o1 listed fields
And now am come to see of whom such noise
Hath walk’d about, and each Lunb to smvey,
If thy appearance gnswer loud report,

Samson challenges him to the combat; and, after
an mterchange of repioaches, elevated by repeated
defiance on one side, and imbittered by contemp-
tuous msults on the other, Harapha retires, we then
hear 1t deterinined, by Samson and the chorus, that

no consequence good or bad will proceed from thew
mterview

Chorus He will duectly to the lords, I fear,
And with mulicivus counsel st them up
Some way or other farther to afflict thee

Sams  He must allege some cause, and offer’d fight
Will not dare mention, lest a question rise,
Whether he duist accept the offer or not,
And that he duist not, plain enough appear’d

At last, m the fifth act, appears a messenger
from the lords assemoled at the festival of Dagon,
with a summons by which Samsen 1s 1equired ta
come and entertamn them with some proot of his
strength,  Sumson, after a short expostulation, dis-
misses hnn with a firn and 1esolute 1efusal, but,
during the absence of the messenger, having a while
defended the propuiety of his conduct, he at last de-

3 clares
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clar¢s hunself moved by 4 seciet impulse to comply,
and utters some davh presages of a gmeat event to be
brought to pass by lus agency, under the drection
of Providence

Sams  Be of good cournge I begin to feel
Some rousing motions 1n me, which dispose
To something extraordinary my thouhts
I with this me senger will go along
Nothing to do be sure that may dishonaur
Our law or stamn my vow of Nazante
If there be au ht of presage in the mnd
This day will be remarl able in myhie s
By some great act or of my days the last

While Swnson 15 conducted off by the messenge,
his fathet returns with hopes of success m us solicit
ation upon which he confers with the chorus il
therr dialogue 15 wterrupted, fust by a shout of
triumph, and afterwards by scieams of horrour and
agony  As they stand deliberating wheie they shall
be secure « man who had been present at the show
enters, and 1elates how Swmson, having mevailed on
Ius gmde to suffer lam to lean agamnst the mun pi-
lars of the theatrical edifice, tore down the roof upon
the spectators and imself

Those two massy pillars
Wath hornble confusion, to and fro
He tug,_ . he shook till down they came and drew
The whole root after them with burst of thunder
Upon the heads of all who 51t beneath
~——Samson with these immist neyitably
Pulld down the same destruction on himself

TF 3 Tius



436 THE RAMBLER. N* 140.

This is undoubtedly a just and regular catastrophe,
and the poem, therefore, has a beginning and an end
which Arwstotle hunself cou'd not have disapproved;
but 1t must be allowed to want a uaddle, since no-
thing passes between the first act and the last,” that
either hastens or delays the death of Sumson  The
whole drama, it its superfluities weie cut off, would
scaicely fill a single act, yet this 1s the t agedy which
ignorance has adinired, and bigotry applauded.

Nuwmn. 140. Sarurpay, July 20, 1751

Quis tam Lucilt fautor wepte est,
Ut non hoo jbteatur. Hor

What doating bigot, to his faults so blind,
As not to grant e this, can Milton find?

T 15 common, says Bacon, to desie the end with-
out enduring the means. Every member of
sqciety feels and acknowledges the necessity of de-
tecting crimes, yet scarce any degiee of viitue or re-
putation 1s able to secuie an nformer from publick
hatied The learned world has always aduntted
the usefulness of cutical disquisitions, yet he that
attempts to show, however modestly, the failues of
a celebrated wiiter, shall surely nritare his admirers,
and mcur the imputation of envy, captlousness, and
maligmty

With this danger full in my view, I shall proceed
to0 exaunne the sentiments of ALuton’s tragedy, which,
though
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though much less hable to censure than the dispost
tion ot lus plw, are, hke thowe of other writery,
sometunes cyposed to just eaceptions for want of
care, or want ot discerninent,

Sentunents we proper and wnproper as they consist
more or less \With the character nd cucumstances of
the person to whom they aie attibuted, with the
rules of the composition m which they are found, or
with the settied and unalterable nmature of things

it 1s conunon among the tragich poets to intro
duce thar per ous alluding to events o1 opmons, of
winch they could not po sibly have any hnowledge
lhe Dbarbarins of remote or newly discovered
regions often display their sl il 11 Duropean learning
Ihe god of love 15 mentioned 1n Zamerlane with all
the famithanty of a RRoman cpijrammatist, and a
late writer has put Harceys doctrine of the circula-
tion of the blood ihto the mouth ot a T /ish states-
mat, who lned near two centuries before it was
kneun even to plslosophers or anatomists

AMiltan s levnmg wihich acquamted hun with the
manners of the ancient eastern natipns, and his in
vention, which required no assistance from the com
mon cant of poetry, have preseried hum from fre
quent outiages of lacal or chronological proprety
Y et he bas mentioned Chalybean Steel, of which it 15
not very lihely that lus chorus should have heard,
and has made Alp the general name of a moun
tawy, 1 a tegion wheie the Aips could scarcely be
Lnown

No medicial liquor can a.sua e ‘
Nor breath of cooling ar from snowy Alp

¥R 3 He
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He has taught Semson the tales of Curce, and the
Surens, at which he appaiently hints mn his colloquy
with Delilak :

I know thy trams,
Tho’ dearly to my cost, thy gins and toils,
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms
No moie on me have pow’r

But the grossest eitom of tlus kind 15 the solemn
mtroduction of the Pheemx 1n the last scene, which
1s faulty, not only as 1t 1s mcongiuous to the per-
sonage to whom 1t 1s ascribed, but as it 15 so evi-
dently contraiy to 1eason aund natuie, that 1t ought
never to be mentioned but as a fable mn any seilous
poem.

Virtue giv'n for lost,
Deprest, and overthiown, as seemr’d
Like that self-begotten bird
In the «)abian woods embost
That no second knows, nor thud,
And lay eie while a holocaust,
Fiom out our ashy womb now teem’d
Rewvives, reflourishes, then vigoious most
When most unactive deem'd,
And tho’ her body die, her fame survives,
A secular bird ages of lives

Another spectes of impropiety 1s the unswt-
ableness of thoughts to the general chaiacter of the
poem The seriousness and solemmty of tiagedy
necessarily reject all pomted o1 eprglammatical ex-
pressions, all 1emote conceits and opposition of
1deas. Swmson’s complaint 1s therefore too elahorate
to be natwal: .

; As
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Asn the land of darkuess yet w Light
Tolne a hfe half dead a hning death
Andburyd but O yet more miserabl'
My elf my sepulchre, a moving grave!
Buryd yet not exempt

By privalege of death and bunnl

Trom worst of other evils pains and wrongs

All allusions to low and trivil objcets, wath which
contempt 15 usually associated, are doubtless un
suitable to a speeics of composition which vught o
be always anful thoush not always magnificent
The remanh therefore of the chorus on gooid and bad
news seems to want elevation

Manoak A little stay will bring same notice huther
Chor  Of ool or bad so great of bad the sooner
For evil news rudes post, winle good news buts

But of all meanness that has least to plead which
1s produced by mete veibal concerts, wlich, depend-
ing only upon sounds, lose then enistence by the
change of a syllable  Of tlus hind 15 the following
dialogue

Chor But Lad we best retire? I see a storm
Sams Fair days have oft contructed wind and ram
Chor But this another kind of tempest brings
Sams Beless abstruse my nddhing days are past
Chor Look now for np enchanting Voice, nor fear

The bait of honted words  a rougher tonue

Draws itherward I know him by his stride,

The giant Harapha

And
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And yet moie despicable aie the lines in which J/a-
noak’s pateinal kindness is commended by the chorus:

Fathers are wont to lay up for their sons,
Thou for thy son aie bent to lay vut all

Semson’s complamnt of the mconveniencies of im-
prisonment 15 not wholly without veibal quamtiress

I, a prisaner chaw'd, scarce freely draw
The an, imprison’d also, close and damp

IFiom the sentimcnts we may propetly descend to
the consideration of the language, wlich, m imita-
tion of the ancients, 1s thiough the whole dialogue
remai hably simple and unadoined, seldom heightened
by epithcts, or vaiied by figmies, yet sometunes me-
taphors find admission, even whete their consistency
is not accmately preserved. 1hus Samson confounds
loquacity with a shipwiech.

How could I once luok up, or heave the head,
Who, like a foolish pulot, have shiparech’d
My ressel trusted to me fiom above,
Glonously 711gg’d, aud for a woid, a tear,

' TFool, have divulg’d the sccrct gift ot God
To a decertful woman?

And the chorus talks of adding fucl to flame mn a
report:

He’s gone, and who Lhows how he may 1cpore
Thy words, by addirg fucl to the flame?

The versification 1s m the dialogue much moie
smooth and harmonious than m the paits allotted to
the chorus, which are often so haish and dissonant,
as scarce to preseirve, whether the lmes end with

11 = or
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o1 without rhymes, any appearance of metrical re-
gularity

Or do my eyes nusrepresent > Can this be he,

That heroick that renownd

Irresistible Saw o whom unarmd

No strength of man or fiercest wild beast, could withstand

Who tore the lion as the lion tears the kid?

Smce I have thus pomnted out the faults of JLilten,
critial mteguty requues that I should endeavour
to display his excellencies, though they will not
easily be discovered in short quotations, because they
concist tn the justness of diftuse reasonings, or 1n the
contextme and method ot continued dialogues, this
play having none of those desciptions, sumiles, or
splendud sentences, with which other tragedies are so
lavashly adorned

Yt some passages may be selected which secm to
deserve particulai notice, either as contaming senti-
ments of passion 1cpresentations of hife precepts of
conduct, or salhes of imagination It 1s not easy to
gne a stronger representation of the weuiness of de-
spondency, than i the words of Samson to hns father

I feel my geml spinits droop

My Lopes all flat  nature within me seems

In all her functions wery ot herself

My race of Jlory run and race of shane

And I shall shortly be with them that iest

The reply of Sumson to the flatterng Dellak
affords 2 just and stribing deseription of the strata.
gems and allurements of temmme hypacnsy

These are thy wonted mits

And arts of ciery woman ful e lihe thee
lobreakall frth o lvows, decene betray,

Then
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Then as repentant to submut, hescech,

And reconcilement mose with teign’d 1emorse,
Confess and promise wonders i her change,
Not tiuly penitent, but chief to try

Her husband, how far urg’d his patience bears,
His virtue or weahness which w y to assail
Then wich more canttous and msructed siall
Agam tiansgresses, and agam submuts,

. -

When Samson has 1efused to miake hunself -a
spectacle at the feast of Lwgon, he first justifies his
behaviow to the chorus, who chaige him with having
served the Philistines, by a very just distinction; and
then destioys the common excusc of cowardice and
seivility, which always contound temptation with
compulsion

Chor Yet with thy stiength thou serv’st the Philistunes.

Sams Not m then 1dol worship, but by labour
Ilonest and lawtul to deserve my tood
Of those vvho have me in then civil power,

Chor  Where the heart Joins not, outward acts defile not

Sams Wlheie outwvard torce constiains, the sentence holds,
But who constiains me to the temple ot Dagon,
Not dragging? The Philistine lords command
Commands ate no constraints  If I obey them,
I do 1t fieely, vent’1ing to displease

God for the fear of man, and man prefer,
Set God behind.

The complaint of blindness which Samson pours
out at the begmnmg of the tragedy 15 equally ad-
dressed to the passions and the fancy. The enume-
ration of his miseries 1s succeeded by a very pleasing
tran of poetical images, and concluded by such ex-

postulations
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postulitions and wishes, as reason too often submits
to leain trom desparr

O first created beam nd thou great word
Let there be Iiht wd hight was over all
Why am I thas bereavd thy prime decree?
The sun to me 1s dark

And silent us the moon

Whei she deserts the mght

Hid 1n ber vacant mterlunar cave

Simce hight so nece sary 1s to hife

And almost life 1tself af 1t be true,

That 1 ht 1s 1t the soul

She all 1 ev ry part why was the sight
To such a tender ball as the eye confind

So obvious and so easy to be quenchd
Andnot as feeling throu h all parts diffus d
That she may look at will thro ey 1y pore?

Such are the faults and such the beautics of Sam-
son Agonistes which T have shown with no other
purpose than to promote the knowledge of true
criticistn - Lhe everlasting verdure of Aliltons lau-
rels has nothing to fear from the blasts of maligmty,
nor can my attempt produce any other effect, than to
strengthen ther shoots by lopping their lusuriance
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