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. Tue Compiler has i’mmd it nooe:sarj so far
i:o deviate from the arrangement of epochy laid
down in the first Chaptcr of the First Part, as
to divide the era which begins with the Disso-
tution of the Roman Empn’e, and closes with
the D}&.COV@IY of Amenca, mto two periods,
iw first of which termmates at the Age of
Charlemagne. .
He had at first mtended at the sugrrestmn' i
of several friends, to have appended to each
page the authorities from which the facts were
‘drawn; but as this would have disfigured the
- work with a multiplicity of notcs, he has
‘thought it would be decmed suﬂ‘imently satis-

factory for him to state generally the sources

on which he has depended for the information

now given. He would, therefore, rcmark that

‘ﬂw works which have been carefully read and
which forin the ground-work of this Bmef View
of Hxatow are the foﬂowmo* e
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BRIEF SURVEY OF HISTORY.

¥

CHAP, VIL

A. D. 1-410.

BPOCH FIFME —FROM THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 'TO THE DISSO-
LUTION OF THE ROMAN EMPIRI,

Sner. 1.

State of the World—the Roman Empire—its Limits—its Cha-
racter—its Grandewr—Birth of Chiist—Doctrines of Chais-
tianity—Augustus Cevgar—Tiberins—Caligula—Claudis
—Nero—Persecution of the Christians—Gaiba, Otho, " and

i Titellus— Vespasiom—Titus, Domition—Second Persecution
v of the Christians.

Tre First Part of this Brief Survey of History

began with-the creation of the warld ; we begin

i the Second Part at the era when Christianity was

! revealed to the family of man. This, the mosf im-

portant event in the annals of time, affords the

" most appropriate division of the two great periods

of history.

Before we proceed to detail the succession of

events in the past eighteen centuries, it appears de-
Parr IL A
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sirable briefly to sketch the condition of the various
states of the world at this epoch. A% the advens
of Jesus Christ, the kingdoms of Asiz west of the
Indus, whose rise and fall formed the prominent
events in the history of the ancient world, had

sunk into insignificance, and were absorbed in the

great empire of Rome. Parthia alone refained its
independence, partly because it was remote and
scarcely accessible, and partly because the Romans
were satiated with conquest. The mmhty states
of India and China to the east of the Indus, were
then bub partially known, and their history was not
sufficiently separated from mythology to claim =
place in authentic records. Of Afiica, all that was
known to the ancients was comprehended within the
limits of the Roman empire ; the rest of that conti-
pent, from the Great Desert to the Cape of Good
Hope, was a blank to the Romans : and indeed it
continued so to the more civilized part of the hu-
‘mau family, till within about three hundred and
fifty years of the present time, when its coasts
began to be visited by enterprising navigators.
Americs was then undiscovered. In Hurope, ali
the country from the Danube and the Rhine fo its
southern shores, belonged to Rome ; the region lg-
ing to the north of those two streams was subiect
to a variety of rude and hardy tribes, the ancestor

{ the modern nations of the European continent.

- The Roman empire, in fact, filled the civilized world.

Rome was the metropolis of the nations ; and the
orders which issued from it, were obeyed equally on
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» the banks of the Thames and the Euphrates, the
Danube and the Nile. : N
The rise, progress, and decline of the Romanem-
nire, from the most m wmﬁcent series of pohtma{f -
events in history. It was not like other empires,
ereated by the genius of a single hero ; neither did
it erumble to pieces when deprived of the talents of
a few leading characters ; but the Roman people,
patricians as well as plebeians, advanced steadily
to the conquest of the world, and never paused in
their carcer, till the emperor Augustus, about the
period when the Christian dispensation was intro-
duced, declared that there was nothing beyond the
- bouudaries of the empire worth the labour of sub-
duing, and advised his successors not to attemps
any new conguests, And though Trajan, a hun-
dred years afterwards, added several provinces
to the empire, his successor Advian relinquished
them, and contracted the empire within its ancient
limits ; which were, on the west the Atlantie
ocean ; the Rhine and the Danube on the north ;
the Euphrates on the Fast; and the deserts of Af-
rica on the South. In one instance only, did the
Romans zafter the time of Augustus permanently
deviate from his advice ; namely, in the conquess
& ‘of Britain, which was the work of an after age. '
k Within the limits of the Roman empire wers
comprised in E’m-oge, Spain, Portugal, Gtaul, Ttaly,
Vindelicia, Rheetia, Noricum, Pannonia, Meesia, 7i-
Iyricum, Thrace, Macedon and Greece. In Asiz,~
the provinces possessed by the Romans were all till
| : L2 ;
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Jately embraced within the circle of the Turkish em-
pire, and stretched from the Agean sea to the Bu-
" phrates, and included Asia Minor, Syria, and Pa-
jestine.. In Africa, the Romans possessed Hgypt,
and that long strip of land between the Mediter-
vanean ses and’ the Desert, which extended from
the confines of Egypt to the Atlantic ocean, about
fifteen hundred miles long, but in some places on-
ly a hundred in breadth. This was the country
so renowned as the seat of the Carthagenian ew-
pire, the rival of Rome, although it is now degraded
to the dust by the piratical Moosulmar chiefs who
reign there. - The whole extent of the Mediterra-
nean sea, its coasts and islands, were included with-
in the empire : which was three thousand miles in
Jength and two thousand in breadth, and contained
sixteen hundred thousand sqnare: miles of land, for
the most part fertile and well cultivated. Of this
, v'immense empire, Rowe was the capital and the cen-
tre, and was incessantly filled with persons drawn
~ to it from all parts of the world, by business, or
commeree, or curiosity., The number of inhabi-
tants who acknowledged the authority of Rome, has
been computed by one of the ablest Listorians, at
one hundred and twenty millions, of whom, how-
ever, nearly one-half were slaves.  The revenues
have with equal diligence been computed ab be-
tween fifteen and twenty millions sterling, a sum
~far short of that which Hindoosthan alone now
 yields to the British Government.
Among the causes which contributed to preserve
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the Roman authority over an émpiie of such mag-
nitude, was the valour and discipline of its troops.
The strength of the army has been estimated at ,
three hundred and seventy thousand men. These =
troops were judiciously encamped on the banks of
: the great sireams, and on other parts of the {ron-
i “tiers, to check the inroads of the barbarians. It
; is worthy of incidental remark, that, while twelve
thousand troops were deemed sufficient to guard
each of the great kingdoms of Egypt, Africa, and
Spain, no fewer than thirty-six thousand were re-
quired to ensure the peace of Britain after it had
been conquered. The Roman fleet, however, bore
no proportion to the army. One smail squadron
was stationed at Ravenna on the eastern, and an-
other at Micenum near Naples, on the western
coast of Italy, which were the two principal naval
stations in the empire.. To account for the in-
significance of the fleet, it must be borne in mind,
that the Romans in the days of the Republic had
acted on the policy of rooting oub the naval power
of every conquered state, and that a distaste for
the sea, and ships, and commerce, was one of the
most distinet features in the national character of
Home,
Nothing was omitted, which wisdom and poher
could suggest, to consolidate the empire, It was
the great object of the senate to blend the mter-
est of the conquered with that of the conquerors ;
“and hence the privileges of the citizens of Rome
,‘Were gmdu.ally extended to the ‘provineials, wha
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were admitted to the various offices of Govern-
ment, till, in the lapse of one hundred years after
Augustus, the highest honours in the empire wer

conferred on Trajan, by birth a Spaniard.. But it
was perhapsthe colonies which the Romans plant-
“ed, and the steady efforts they made to diffuse
their own language, whieh formed the chief ele-
ments of the strength of the empire. Wherever,

says one of the ancient writers, the Roman con-
guers, he inhabits. No sooner had the Romans
subdued a district or s province, than they sent
a pumerous colony of their cwn citizens to people
it.  These colonies, spreading step by step over
‘the eln1=ire transplanted the language and civili-
zation of Rome to its distant provinces. It was
moreover the policy of the Romans to extend the
use of their own language with the progress of
their arms; the Roman was, the;ezore, through-
oub their emyire, made the exclusive language of
all the civil and military affairs of Government.
The result of this system was, that, in a few cen-
turies, this language entirely superseded the in-
digenous tongues, throughout the half civilized
Kuropean provinces of the empire, and was ex-
tensively nsed in the Asiatic provinces. It must
however be observed, that though the Romans
made greater efforts than have been made by any
people to impose their language on the conquer-
ed, and continued those efforts steadily through
many cenburies, they were never able to eradicate
any written language, which was in possession of
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a literature of its own, (if, perhaps, we excepb the’
Punie.) Hence it was found, that ab the close of
four hundred years, the Greek and the Syriac
languages were as extensively written and spoken
as ever, :
The cities with which the empire was erowded,
were so greab in number as almost to exceed belief,
Asia Minor contained no less than five hundred
populous cities ; ancient Italy, eleven hundred
and ninety-seven; and Gaul, more than iwelve
hundred. 8o eager were the Romans to inhabib the
countries they had subdued by their arms, that, in
the narrow region in Judea beyond Jordan, within a

- hundred years after bhe'country had been conquer-

ed by Pomipey, ten magnificent cities were builb by
the Roman colonists; from which circumstance,
the province was called Decapolis.  What a con-
trass does this noble policy present to that of the
British Government in India, where, after so long
@ possession, only #hree cities owe their growth to
our rule? Rome, the capital of the empire, was

- adorned with the most stupendous edifices, theatres,

‘temples, triumphal arches, baths, and aqueducts,
construeted of the most costly and enduring mate-
rials.  Nor were the provincial cities backward in
following the example of the capital ; even private

citizens vied with the emperors, in the erection of

these monuments of taste and utility. Fresh water
was conveyed by means of aqueducts, to a distance
of twenty and thirty miles, over rivers and moun-
tains, for the benefit of towns even of secondary
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imporbance. In fact, the magnificent buildings
which arose in the most remote cities of the em-
pire, among pations who, bub two centuries before,
were naked savages, would mob obtain Dbelief, if
their giganbic remains did not, after more than
sixteen genturies, still attest their existence. ~ All
these cities were connected with-each other, and
with the capit;ﬂ, by means of highways, such as
for magnitude and durability, the world hag not
seen since the fall of the Roman empire. Branch-
ing from Rome; they penetrated to the extremities
of the empire; so that this great chain of roads ex-
tended from the north-western to the south-eastern:
limit of the state, the amazing distance of more

than four thousand Roman miles. Thus a rapid N

 communication was kept up with the provinges,
 and the spirit of revolt was nipped in the bud: In-
deed the Romans considered no country as com-

L pletely subdued, until they had free access toall -

its diﬁisions by the construction qf' such roads :and
they wisely judged, thab the various provinces of

“their broad empire could not be kept together for

any length of time, without facilities for rapid
_kcommunica,tibn with its moest distant sechions.

By these plans of profound poiiey,‘ gradually
matured by the wisdom of ages ; by the ineessant

planting of new colonies ; by the exclusive employ-
ment of the Roman tongue as the language of the
‘gtate; by the éﬂtablishmenh of unrivalled meansof
- communication; by imparting to the conquered arts, -

: ‘and,iitéx}a‘cma 5 by elevating them to the same level

.

i s 2
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with themselves, and then throwing open to them
all the offices of Government did the Romans build
up an empire, more extensive and more lasting §
than any which the world has seen. The conquerec?.
states were bound to their masters, by a communi-
ty of interest, iu so firm a bond, that they soon
relinquished the hope, and lost the desire of sepa-

ration. The peace of these vast territories was

preserved witha standing army, smaller than those
which many of the states of Europe, formerly but
provinces of the Roman empire, at present keep
up, for the security of their narrow domains. So
decisive indeed was the result of this wise and
liberal plan of government, that, during the three
hundred years which ehpsed between the period
when the empire was- in its prime under Augus-
tus, and had begun to decay under Constantine,
no provinee was ever separated from if, although
the majority of the emperors who filled the throne,

~ were imbecile tyrants.

While the various nations which we have men-
tioned above, were reposing in peace under the pro-
tection of Rome, it pleased the Deity to take mor-
tal flesh, to atone fur the sins of men, and raise the
human race from its fallen condition. Jesus Christ
was born at Bethlehem in Judea, of Mary the es-
poused wife of Joseph, of the regal house of David,
and was laid in a manger in the thirtieth year of
the reign of Augustus. Herod, the King of Judea,
having sought his life, his reputed father fled with
him into Egypt, but returned when the storm had
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blown over. Ab the age of thirty, our Saviour be-
gan to instruct men in the true service of God,
~and travelled through Palestine, declaring himself
to be the expected Messiag, attesting his divine
mission by stupendous miracles, and doing good
to all. At the end of three years he was-put to”
death by the Jews, according to his own foreknow-
ledge and will, and by the viearious sacrifice of
himself, offered up a propitiation for the sins of
men, full, perfect, and sufficient. On the third day
he arose from the dead :and having given his disci-
ples & commission to preach the Groapel to all peo-
ple, he afterwards ascended te heaven in the pre-
sence of a large assembly. The doctrines which he
~ tanght men to believe, and which from the fonda-
.mental truths of Christianity were, that man had
universally fallen from innocence ; that Christhad -
‘come to atone by his own death for ‘human trans-
gression, and to reconcile man to Grod ; and that
- cordial repentance, and an efficacious faith in his
atonement, were the means of salvation. He taught
men that they could never rightly perform their
daty to their fellow-creatures, while they neglect-
ed their duty to God. He required them not to
relinquish the world, but to live in it, and serve
God, and benefit each other. He did not incul-
cate the extinction of the passions, bub ordained
that they should be duly regulated, and employ-
ed as the means of happiness, in the fear of God.
He taught that this was a state of probation;
that death would be succeeded by the final: Judm-
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ment, when the eternal destiny of every man
would be fixed ‘according to the deeds done in
the body; that the prospects of eternity far out-
weighed in importance the concerns of time; and
that every undue attention to secular, which led to
the neglect of eternal affairs, was sin and folly.
He enforced all the charities and sympathies by
which men are united in the various relations of
life, and inculcated the spirit of meekness in op=
position to that spirit of pride and revenge, which
prevails by nabture in men. Such was the bene-
volent character of his doctrines, that it only re-
quired the universal adoption of them, to ensure
the peace of society throughout the world ; and
whenever, in the course of this history, we shall
~ bave ocecasion to narrate the strife and wickedness
‘of men and nations professing Christianiby, it must
be borne in mind that these vices arose out of
a depari;ure from the spirit of their faith, and nos
from their conformity to it. - After the ascension
of Christ, his disciples, endowed with the Holy
Spirit, and gifted with the power of working mira-
cles, went about proclaiming, first in Juffiefx and
then among the Gentiles, the fact of Christ’s death
-atonement, and resurrection, and inviting men to
believe in his name. Thew success was greatb.
The Christian faith spread with rapidity from town -
to. town, from country to . country, gathering
strength from every obstacle, and taking deeper
root from every successive persecution ; till, in the.
‘course of three centuries, the majority of the in-
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habitants in the Roman world: having embraced

Christianiby, Constantine the emperor, to strex‘zgth-

“en his threne, forsook the decayed religion of the

. heathen gods and established the faith of Chriss

as the religion of the state. "We turn now to the
History of Rome.

Thirty years befors the Christian era, Octavius
Cemsar, having conquered Antony ab the battle of
Actium, became the most powerful citizen in the
Roman world. With the example of Sylla and
Cmsar before him, it is natural to suppose that he
aspired to retain the supreme power in his own
hands; but he could not forget that Ciesar, after
having subdued all his enemies, was cus off by his
friends and dépendauts, who could not brock a
superior. Octavius, therefore, determined to pur-
gue a more subtle line of policy, gradually to rqot
out the love of freedom, and to accustom the Ro-
mans by degrees to the despotism of one man.
The senate, when they saw him without a rival, .
at the head of a victorious army, very naturally
overwhelmed him with honours, and invested him -
with the powers which had been heretofore divid-
ed among the several chief magistrates of the state.
He pretended great moderation of views, and de-
clared that he would accept the supreme power
only for ten years; but he never forgot to secure
the ‘renewal of this gift, at the expiration of the
term. The senate continued at first to exercise
its ancient functions; bub they were taken away
one by one, till nothing was left of all its former

&
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- dignity but the shadow of a name, and the power
of hearing appeals from inferior courts. Having
thus attained the supreme power in the common.
wealth, Octavius assumed the name of Augustus
Casar, and divided the various provinces of the
empire between himself and the Senate, allotting
to them the more peaceful districts, and reserving
for himself those on the frontiers which required
the presence of the armies; it was by this artifice,
that he retained the army in his own hands, - The
province of Egypt, though fully subdued, he kept
to himself, inasimuch as it was the granary from
which Rome was supplied with provisions, and
gave him in fact the command of Ttaly. A divi-
sion was also made of the public revenues, a pors
tion of which was made over to the senate, while
the greater part was assigned to Augustus, With
this command of the finances, the legions, and the
fruitful provinee of Egypt, he became necessarily
master of the empire. ‘

But though possessed of unlimited power, Au-
gustus prudently avoided all display ; for the bulk
of mankind are more inflamed to jealousy by the
open shew of greatness than by the unobtrasive
possession of absolute power. Ie kept no court,
and ‘retained no cabinet of mivisters, but lived in
a circle of obsequious friends, with whom he some-
times eonsulted on matters of state, and at other
times indulged in the enjoymeunts of Jiterature and
philosophy.  While silently and craftily rivetting
the chains of the Romans, he mixed freely with

.
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the people, 00k his sea(: in the senate as an equal,
 and pretended to derive all his power from the
suffrages of his fellow citizens. Yet however deep
the disgust which his cold hearted tyranny inspires,
it musb be confessed that the empire prospered
under his sway. After having been torn with the
contentions of rival chiefs, and deluged with blood
for half a century, the world re]mred peace.
That peace was esperienced in the reign of Au-
gustus, but it was purchased at the expense of free-
dom. Augustus spared no pains to reconcile the
‘Romans, once so fierce for liberty and equality, to
the sovereicnty of one man. He filled the we-
' tropohs with the most exquisite and magnificent
huﬂdmgs, constructed works of the highest pnbhc
umhtv encouraged the arts, and fostered literature,
4ill the Roman language abtained a degree of
purity which made it almost rival the G'rreeL By
_these various devices, he ‘secured a repntamon
“whish Lias survived the fall of the Doman empire ;
and every subsequent period, which has been dis-
inguished for taste in literature and the arts, has
been denominated an Awgustan age.. Thus were
the Romans brought to forget their ancient libex-
ty, and to acquiesce in despobism. . :

The political events of Augustus’s reign were
trifling, when compared with those of the stirring
period which preceded it. The northern part of
“Bpain and western Ganl were subdued. An expe-

% dition against the Parthians was projected, but not

exeeuted another against Armenia produced no
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results. The most important conquests were those
made of the regions Iying south of the Danube,
- and which were formed into the following pro-
vinees : Rhatia, Vindelicia, Noricum, the two Pan.
nonias, and the two Moesias, These provinces were
acquired with little exerbion ; but the attempt to
subjugate Germany cost shany lives, and finally
-proved unsuccessful. Three irruptions were sue-
cessively made into the country by Drusus, who
in his last expedition penetrated as far north ag
the Elbe, but met with his death on his return.
During the eighteen’ years which succeeded that
event, five Roman generals one after the ofher en-
deavoured to secure the counsry by the policy usu-
al with the Romans, of erecting fortresses, con-
structing roads -and bridges, and introducing the
Roman tongue; but in the year 4. p. 9, Varug
with all his legions was annihilated in one decisive
engagement near Paderborn; gn event which so
deeply affected Augustus, that he is said to have
-often exclaimed in his dreams, “ Varus, restore me
my legions.” By this defeat, Grermany was presery-
ed from the yoke of the Romans, and the German
language saved from extinction. Several atbempts
were subsequently made to retrive the honour of
the Roman armies in this quarter, but without sue-
cess ; and the succeeding emperors, after several
vain . efforts, left the Germans and the northern
nations of Europe to the enjoyment of their own
wild freedom. Tt wag the swarming of this nor-
thern hive, which three centuries after averspread
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and broke into fragments the Roman empire. One
other publie act of Augustus appears to require
mention.  He established a body of troops for

' the securiby’ of his own person, 2 thing unknown
in the days of the republic. They were called the
Pretorian Guards ; and lest the novelfy of the thing
should awaken the jealousy of the Romans, they
were kept ab a distance from Rome, and billetted
on the provinces of Italy. We shall have occasion
subsequently to shew how these troops were, by -
succeeding tyrants, encamped within the walls of
the city, and acquired such power as fo make and
unmake emperors at their pleasure.

Augustus, forbunate in his public career, was
unhappy only in his own family. He had no male
offspring. His only daughter Julia, who was married
to Tiberins, he was obliged to banish from Rome
for her licentiousness. Tiberins was the son, by
a former husband, of Augustus’s wife Livia, who so
flled the imperial circle with her intrigues to secure
his succession, that Augustus became weary of ex-
isbence. He expired at Nola, in the seventy-sixth
year of his age, having governed Rome, without a
rival or coadjutor, forty-seven years. After his
death, he was deified by the senate, and priests
were appointed to sacrifice to him as to a god ;

and though this procedure justly appears blasphe-
1mous in this enlightened age, yet when if is consi-
dered ‘that the greal majority of the Grecian and
Roman deities were men, before they became gods,
it will esage to sarprize us. :
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the way, than the tyrant gave aloose to his pas-
sions, and then for the first time did the Romans
; taste the cup of imperial despotism, which uuder
i lis successors they were obliged to drain to the
dregs. A new crime, that of treason against the
emperer, was brought forward, and charged against
those whom Tiberius was anxious to remove, and .
an odious body of spies was let loose upon socie-
ty. To add to the miseries of the stabe, he ap-
pointed Sejanus, a monster of lewdness and cruel-
ty like himself, to the post of prime minister. By
Lis sinister advice, Tiberius retired from Rome
(to which he never returned) into Campania,-and
tinally took up his abode in the lovely island of
Capres, opposite Naples. Sejanus, thus left mas-
ter in Rome, introduced the pretorian guards, to
the number of 10,000, into the city, and encamped
them permanently within the walls; by which con-
trivance he was enabled to overawe the citizeus, and
to indulge in his vices with impunisy. No man’s life
was secure ; every look, every word, the possession
of wealth, ov of a beautiful female relative, became
a erime, and was visited with death. The noblest
families in Rome, the descendants of those illus-
trious men who had built up the commonwealth,
were rooted out.  Meanwhile Tiberius gave him-
self up to the unbounded indulgence of his pas-
sions in his retreat at Caprese. Every species of
debauch which the most impure imagination can
conceive, was practised without oue feeling of
shame. The empercr passed his time in directing
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the execubion of the innocent, and in inventing
new modes of stimulating his lascivions appetites,
rendered languid by age. Human language wauts
terms adequately to depict the enormities which
the hoary-headed Tiberius practised in thig island
for ten years. Sejanus his favourite, afrer having
long filled Rome with dismay, at length aspired to
the throne, by the death of Tiberius ; but his mas-
ter anticipated bis purposes, and put him and all
his friends to death. The provinces, as may well be
supposed, under such rule, speedily became a scene
of disorder; which the unsparing rapaeity of the
emperor’s leutenants, and the irruption of the bar-
barians, served grievouS]y to augment. At length,
‘the faculties of Tiberius being exhausted by excess
he died in the 87th year of the Christian era, and
bequeathed the governwent of the Roman world
to a monster, whose atrocities have cast even those
of Tiberius into the shade, . ’ N
It was in the eighteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius that Jesus Christ was crucified, and
“bare our sins in his own body on the tree,  and
rose again from the dead and ascended into hes
ven. Tiberius is said to have propesed to the Se-
nate to receive our Saviour among the Roman dei. ‘
ties, but that body, servile in all other matters,
resisted his will in this instance only.
Caligula, the son  of the virtuous Germanic{usv,,
was twenty-five years old at the time of his eleva.
tion to the supreme power, and during the first
eight months of his reign governed with so much
: ' B2 S
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an independent body; but it might have been
easily foreseen; that the base sycophants of Ti-
berius and Caligula, were not the men to rebuild
tue fabric of Roman freedom. Another body,
moreover, had grown up to power in Rome, dur-
ing *{‘19 reign of those ryrants, and began now to
make 1" fele.” We g 1] le to the prexori:m sol-
dw-‘, the emperor’s body guard, who had, as we
have noticed above, been n"ﬂed in permanent bar-
racks in the city.  While the senate was deli-
berating, they proceeded to action, and proclaim-
ed Claudius, the uncle of Caligula, emperor ;
and the senate was obliged to ratify this choice,
and to shrink back into its former insignificance.

Clandius was the firsb emperor who set the danger-
ous example of giving a donative to the pretorians.
He was ﬁiuv when he atiained the throne. He was

uther wealt than wicked ; yet by the contrivance
of those who governed him, there were put to
death, during his reign, which lasted thirteen years,
thirby -flve seuabors and three bundred knights. He
wag governed by Pallas and Narcissus, his freed-
men, and by his two wives Messalina and Agrip-
pina, women of the most abandoned character, who
by their avarice and crucliy rendered his reign
odious to mankind. Ifis expedition into Britain is
the most memorable of his exploit Though he
remained there bus sixteen day ¥8, .xd did nothmc
yeb his visit stimulated his genemls to subjugate
the island. Claudius was at length poisoned by his
wife Agrippina, to make room for her son Nero.
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Nero ascended the throne without opposition a
the age of seventeen, and governed the empire for
five years with exemplary justice. He had for his
preceptor Seneca, the wisest philosopher of that
age, whose instructions appeared at first to have
produced some salutary effect on the mind of his
pupil. So mild indeed was Nero at the beginning,
that being obliged to sign the death warrant of a
eulprit, he regretted that he had ever learned to
write. But these fair promises were soon blight-
ed, and the latter part of his reign, during eight
vears, presented such a scene of folly, lust, and
cruelty, that his very name has descended to us a8
2 comprehensive term for all that is detestable ir
a tyrant. He pub to death his mother, his wife,
lis preceptor, and the most virtuous men in the

state, and wandering through the provinces wish
~an army of buffoons and actors appeared himself
on the boards of the various theatres. He lavish-
ed incredible sums on his lewd companions, and in
building his Golden House, which is said to have
been of unparalleled splendor. On the other hand,
he set the city of Rome on fire, and codlly looking
on the blaze from the roof of his palace, amused
himself with playing on a fiddle. A volume would
scarcely suffice to detail his enormities. Historians
have been accustomed to attribute his atrocities
and those of Caligula to insanity ;—it was the in-
sanity of unrestrained power. The world at length
grew weary of the tyrant ; revolts broke out in al-
most all the provinces, and the wretched man,
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abandoned by all but o servant, and one of his
own sex, whom, in the august presence of the se-
-nate, he had married, fled from Rome and put a
period to his life, in a miserable hovel, in the
thirtieth year of his age, A. D. 68,

While the family of Cesar was thus illing
Rome, the mistress of the world, with indiserimi-
nate slaughter, and the vilest pollution, the Gos-
pel of eternal truth was silently making its way
through the empire. The apostles of Christ, after
having been endowed with the Holy Spirit, set
~ themselves vigoxously to the work of eva’nge]izinc
mankind. . A persecution which broke out in
Judes, consj;tamed them to seek for other fields of
labour ; and within a few years the seeds of divine
truth were sown in the most civilized provinces,

and the mosb renowned cities of the empire. The
-progress of the gospel in that early age was re-
~markably assisted by the unparalieled facilities
for travelling which the Roman roads afforded,
‘and by the union of so many nations, formerly
independent, under one Government. In addition
to the apostles formed under the immediate eye
of our Saviour, Saul, afterwards called Paul, was
changed by the power of divine grace from a bit-
ter. persecutor into a bold and zealous advocate of
the Christian faith. Through his labours, and
those of the other apostles, the truths of Chris-
tianity, according to the general voice of antiqui-
ty, were carried before the first general persecu-
tion, into Scythia, Greece, Italy, Egypt, Asia
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Minor, Parthia, India, Armenia, Arabia, Persiz,
Mesopotamia, and Bthiopia. Throngh all these

" epuntries, the messengers of the truth were al-
& H &

lowed to travel, notwithstanding the arbitrary
conduct of the emperors.

But in the year 64, a charnge came over the pros.
pects of the Christian eonverts, and they were sub-
jected to the first of those severe ;,erbecut’ions,
vuth which their virtue and coustancy were tried
for two hundred and fifsy years, and over which
they achieved a glorious triwmph, In the year 63,
the profligate emperor, Nero, as noticed above, set
Rome on fire, and in order toavert the cdium of
the ‘deed from himself, cast the blame upon the

Christians, who were objects of hatred to the Ro-

- mans, - It will naturally appear singular that men

who, like the Christians, professed and practised
a purer and more benevolent system of morals
than the heathen world had ever "nown whe
conscientiously refrained from mmrf}xnw in the
political feuds of the day, and who made piety to
God and good will to men. even to enemies, the
two main principles of their conduet, should have
become the objects of abhorrence. To understand
this 'anomaly, the reader must bear in mind, that
at this period morals had reached perhaps the
lowest possible depth of infamy. Rome, the
metropolis of the civilized world, the common
sewer to a hundred millions of people, contained
within its walls, and in the immediate vieinity; a
population of nearly six millions, a greater num-
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ber of human beings than had ever bezn congre-

4 .
gaved balore

in 2 cirele of equal dimensions.
In shis vast population, all the vilest passions of
human nature were in full operation without any
check ; the emperor and the seuate, who alone had
power to contrel the general corruption, as being
at the head of the state, led the way to the most
infamous debaucheries. Every moral principle hj,r
which soeiety is kept from preying on itself, appear
to have been suspended ; whatever was impious in
the sight of God, or polluted in the sight of man,
was openly pmctised in almost every palace in
Rome. INo cne can read Suetonius without feeling
convireed that this period presents the blackest
page in the }m, ory of human morals.  In this ge-
neral pollution, one small bo dy of men stood forth
who reproved the vices of the age by their exem-
plary conduct, and who, in the precincts of the
imperial place, in the very presence of Nero, re-

.mained steadfast in the paths of virtue, Such

exemplary conduct, must become the object either
of imitation or’ of hatred ; and the hatred of vies
to virtue is always in proportion to the greatness
of the contrast.  The Christians became objects
of abhorrence, and were charged ‘with being un-
ies of the human
race, becanss they refused to mingle in the orgies
of the period. Nero dexterously took advantage
of this popular excitement, and accused the Chris-
tians of having set fire to Rome, well knowing
that the charge would be greedily believed and

oe
rge
em
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acted on.  The tortures which he inflicted on them,
are such as human nature revolts from. He
caused these innocent victims to be covered with
wax or similar substances, and placing them in
conspicuous parts of the imperial gardens, set
them on fire that they might serve as torches.
Some were crucified; and others were sown up
in the skins of wild beasts, and then exposed to
be worried by dogs for the amusement of specta-
tors. His cruelties at length reached sucha pitch,
that those who hated the Christians and loved in-
human games, expressed disgust ab his barbarity.
The persecution, however, was continued for three
or four years, and was stopped only by his death.
By the death of Nero, the line of Cesar became
extinet. As mo one could claim the throne of the
' Roman world by inheritance ; various competitors
started up, eachone supported by the troops under
hig command ;‘tm’r}', in the short space of two years,
~ four individuals obtained the imperial purple. Gal-
ba, an old general of seventy-two, was proclaimed
emperor by the legions in Spain, and obtained the
sanction of - the senate, which was now an empty
ceremony. He had not resided at Rome more than
four months, when he was assassinated by his friend
Otho; who, having gained over the troops, was ad-
vanced to the throne.  He had been the dissolute
companion of Nero, but gave promise of a vigorous
reign. The legions in Germany, however, claimed
the privilege of creating an emperor, and advanced
their general Vitellius to the throne.. Otho march-
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ed against them, but was defeated, and put himself
to death. Viteliius then proceeded in triumph to
Rome ; but his ‘cruelties and debauchery soon
made the Romans weary of him. His predominant
vice was gluttony, and in the short space of seven
months, he consumed a sum equal to six erores of
Rupees in the expenses of his table ; which acquir-
ed him, and not without justice, the appellation of
¢beast.” Before he had been a twelvemonth on the
throne, the troops in Syria proclaimed Vespasian,
their leader, emperor;' and Vitellius was ignomini-
ously pub to death.

In these various contentions, the public treasury
was completely exhausted, and the state thrown
into great disorder; and had there not been some
remains of the old Roman spirit in the comman-
ders of provinces, the empire would probably have
fallen‘to pieces. ~The accession of the wise Ves:
pasian was a happy event. He was at the time of
mature age, bsing fifty-nine years old, and had
raised - himself honourably through the - various
ranks of the public service. He applied with zeal
to the task of healing the disorders, and reform-
ing the manners of the state. He expelled from
the senate all who had rendered themselves in-
famous, and restored to that body the privileges
it had enjoyed in the days of Augustus. He revis-
ed the system of taxation, and added some new
imposts'; a meagure which, though forced on him
by the prodigality of his predecessors, created no
little discontent. Nor was he altogether free from




28 BRIET SUBVEY OF HISTORY.

the suspicion of loving money ; bub it must be
borne in mind that, considering the character of
the times, this was a far more excusable vice than
the opposite extreme of prodigality, which his pre-
decessors had practised. - The enlarged resources
which he thug acquired, were employed in encourag-
ing popular education, in sxippoﬁino gchool-
masters, and in adorning Rome with the voblest
buildings. Can the man who began the Colloseum
be charged with parsimony P
It was during his reign that Jerumlem was
taken snd demolished, and the Jewish power ex-
tinguished. - This infatuated nation, as if bent on
their own destruction, had determined to brave
the whole weight of the Roman power, hoping for
assistauce from Almighty God, whom they bad out-
‘raged by their impieties. The city of Jerusalem
’besie"ed by Titus, the son-of the emperor, suf-
feved infinitely more from thed discord d and violence
" of its defenders, than fiom the we’mnna of the ene-
my. ‘The citizens under difierent leaders, abtack-
ed and murdered each other with relentless fury.
As the sizge proceeded, famine began to make its
. appearance amopg them, with its inevisable ag-
tendaut, pestilence.  Those who twcnped the sword
of the factions within, and of the Romans w 1thont.
fell into the jaws of famine; in fact, the miseries
which- this city experienced before its full; have no
parallel in history. It appeared, as the Jewish his-.
torian remarks, as if God and man had uaited to
inflict the direst vengeance upon this devoted peo-
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able for calamities; a confiogration broke out at

culaneum, Pompeil, and Stabea, vith all their in-
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ple. During the siege the augnst Temple, the glory

of the city, wos burnt down, and then for the first

time did the m—,‘uduﬁ mI’a sitarts begin to despair

of relisf mu heir forefathers, . Titns -
soon alter mad  master of th e city, aud

thet no z=::wne}31brama aight remain of & hm’mz«

perpetratad dm,’?ﬂg the siege, :mze:i 1&» to the
?Errmv"d 1 cauged Hln:‘ou‘n to pw over i, th
the propheey of our Savionr ’hs‘a not one
stone should be left s tanding upon another. The
number of those who perished during the siege has
heen accurabely computed at n million; the fow
who survived were m persed through i’he provinees
of the Roman empire. They still subsist as a dis-
tinc people among the various nations of ths earth
thongh eighteen hundred years have elapsed since
their expulsmn from Judea; and they still cling to
the hope of refurning to i, absome future period..

~ After a happy reign of nine years, Vespagian
died and left the émmrs to his son Titus; then

forty-one years of age. e is represented as the
model of every virbue, and was usually styled the
delight of mankind. His brief reign was remark-

Reme, and was followed by a pestilence of unusu-
al violence. . An eruption of Hount Vesuvius
buried beneath its burning lava the cities of Her-

habitants.  These cities have been discoversd
within the }’lu‘) hundred years, and the ashes
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through the palaces and theatres, the temples and
the houses, as they stood in the days of Titus, and
misses nothing but a living population. These
a.mmltxes were, in the opinion of the Romans in :
some measure counterbalanced by the successes of
Agricola in Britain, who in ten cawpaigns conquer-
ed the whole country, with the exception of the
wild mountaineers of Scotland, buils a range of
fortresses from the eastern to the western shore,
to restrain their irruptions, and sailing round
the island, first ascertained its insular form. The
Oolioseum ot Rome which had been begun by
Vespasian, was completed by Titus, who, as if
conscious of his approaching end, night and day
urged the completion of it on the workmen by
his own presence. This building was destined
for shews of gladiators, men guilty of no crime,
but brouahﬁ from the various parts of the em-
+ pu’e to murder each other asa hohday shew for
the noble Romans, women as well as men. Alas,
for the consistency of human virtue, when Tltm.,
the beloved of mankind, who, on rememhering‘bne
evening that he had done no act of goodness, ex-
‘claimed, I have lost a day, should have eageriy
urged on in person the completion of a building,
in which he knew that thousands of his innocent
fellow-creatures would be wanbonly butchered.
fter a reign of three years, Titus was suceeed-
~ ed by his brother Domitian, a second Nero, A. .
8L He began his reign however with modera-
tion, but gradually degenerated into a tyrant, and
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displayed in his conduct all the base passions of -
human nature, rage and jealousy, cowardice and
eruelty, without a single redeeming virtue. Lo
support his tyranny, he attached the troope to. -
him by augmenting their pay one-fourth, and pro-
vided for this extravagant expenditure by confis-
cations,  But while those who lived in the imme-
diate circle of the court, groaned under his eruel-
ty, the provinces were comparatively tranquil,
~owing to the severe discipline which he maintain-
ed over the governors. His most important war
was that with the Dacians, a German tribe,
who pressed the Roman legions so elosely, that
Domitian was obliged to purchase peace by an an-
nual payment of money. This was the beginning
of that fatal system of concessions to the barbari-
ans, which at length brought them with irresis-
tible foree on the provinces of the empire, In
the days of Roman glory, the barbarians on the
-north of the Rhine and the Danube had been kept
~ at bay by the valour of the soldiers. In this dege-
nerate age, Domitian by offering them money as
the price of their forbearance, at once revealed the
weakness of the empire, and taught them their
own strength.  Domitian was the second cmperor, ‘
who persecuted the Christians, rather however from
a mily fear of their being dangerous to his throne,
than from the brutalisy of Lis disposition, Among .
i ' those who perished during this persceution were
men of the first d:.,tmcixon in Bome, the cousin of
. the emperor, with his two 8 ,ywhcm he had des-
tined to be his successors. V :
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Smor, 2.

With che exception of the interval of the reignof
- Vespasian and Titus, the Romans Lad HOw m"@mh:

years, been subject to' a infa
tyrants ; bub the death of ‘
meneement of a happier era, which extended
through an emﬁi fength of time.  The Hennte, on
heanno‘ that he had been assa , :
elevated Merva, an aged and most virtuous senstor,

to the throne. e was fhen seventy years of age,
oo old, and too benevelent bo rule an empire, in
which {he bonds of mwmiwe had been so long re-
laxed. e reduced some of the burdensome im-
posts of Vespasian, and endeavoured to stimulate
industry ; but the most useful act of his reign was
the adoption of Trajan as his successor, who on the
death of Nerva, aftera reign of little more than a
,ye'ar, ascended the throne, A p. 98, and reigned
twenty year Sl ;
Trajan was bv bm: a Spaniard, and the first in-

dividual, not an Ifalian, w ﬂo sab upon the throne of
the Cmsars. He was a prince of such exalted virbue, -
that two hundeed and fifty years aftey his death,
‘the senate, congmtulaamg one of the empe
‘wished he mig’nt be more fortunate than A

OrE,

T

and more virtuous bhan Trajan.  He abolished all

' ’ahaqe laws which his vicious predebwom had wade
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he instruments of their cruelty, He restored to
the Homans as much liberty as, in their fallen sbate,
- they were able to enjoy. He sought out and re-
warded merit, placed the ablest men he could find
over the provinces of the empire, and seemed to
- make it the sole aim of his administration to benefit
the hundred millions who were subject 4o his sway,
Frugal in his own expenses, he laid out 4he public
funds with judgment and freedom, forming roads,
founding schools, and adorning the empire with
useful and splendid buildings. Two fatal crrors
are however visible in his conduct—his unbound.
ed ambition, and his persecubion of the Christians.
Contrary 60 the wise maxims of Augustus, he
engaged in distant ‘and fruitless expeditions be.
yond the Danube and the Euphrates, and sought
to enlarge the boundaries of the empire. Over the
Danube he built a magnificent bridge, of which
some small remains still awaken the remembrance
of his name on that celebrated stream. The Ger-
man nations he subdued with vigour ; bub it was
when he had crossed the Euphrates, and found
himself in the East, in the track of Alexauder the
Great, that he seemed to cateh the spirit of that
congueror. He carried his vietorious arms through
Mesopotamia and Parthia, into regions which the
Roman troops had never trodden. Fitting out a
fleet in the ports of Persia, he also sailed down $he
Persian gulf, and is said to have penetrated as far
as India.  On his return from this expedition, he
passed his time in settling the eountries he had
- Pary IL G
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wonquered, and finally prepared to enter Rome iu
a more magnificent triumph than had ever been
witnessed. Bub he lived not to return tothe capi~
tal ; he died in Cilicia on his way to Italy.  Bis
" body was brought to Rome and received by the
weeping senate and citizens, and entombed bereath
the lofty columzn, an liundred and forty feet high,
which he had raised to commemorabe hig vietories.
His image was placed on its summit, o be displaced
in the revolutions of a future age, by the image of
one of the chief apostles of that faith which he
had so bisterly persecuted. :
His persccubion of the Clristians, not because

(o]

they were insubordinabe or immoral, hut beeauns

B

they would nob bow down fo hig gods, admits 0
se.  The two preceding persecutions un-

10 €XC
der Mero and Domitian, we aseribe to the indisi-
‘aual character of those monsters ; bub when we
see the virtuons Trajan, the pride of antiquity;
' s to be torn by wild

emping with his owa voies £o
Leasts, men w0, in the opiuion of his own en-
lightened friend Pliny, were exemplary in pexform-
ing all the dutics of life, on the simple ground
af they Wo rehipped God necording o heir own
conssientes,—to what ars we to refer the phe-
momenon, but to the epixié of paganism ; which,

tolerating every species of foreign spperstition,

however corrupy, reserved its vengeance for the

thinl disciples of that religion which was distin. .

Cguished for tus unsirllied purity of ifs moral ©
Ceode :
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Trajan was succeeded by bis cousin Adriar, -
who reigned more than twenty years. He differed
from his predeesssor, in preferring the studies of

- peaca to the clory of conguest ; hence he restored
:o their sovereigns those countries which Trajan
had subjected to the empire, and thus reduced it
boundaries. . He retained Dacia,

within its former
however, under the idea that it was necessa v to the
however, under the idea that it was necessary to t
nanes of peace on the German frontier ; bus
he broke down the bridgs on the Danube. He the
applied himself to there foz 'm of abuses, and fravers-
ed every province of the empire, examining into

the state of affuirs with his own eyes, and distribut-

ing rewards an
gour which Le
been witnessed it

of the most acco

n the spot. The vi-

as had not
Hewas one

couraged the ised monuments in
remain to this day.

> the ediets of hl

1z been re p (ucd, the Chris-

and about Rome,

During the ea

predeceisor

hu 15 Were severe ersecuted ; bub on the reeeipt
}

iriatian faish from $wo of

xALJI}(:"u ¢hnam

& he pu'z a stop to

the persecution. A letfer wh a received fron

2, Who reasane(": with him on
&

ice of allowing the Christians

1ts mos‘s enlio

the Procensul in A
he monstrous injus
to be worried to death so wantonly by the pagans,

L1

added strengsh to his telerating spirit ; and dar-
ing the last fourbeen years of his reign, they en-
joyed peace,

C 2
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Advian  after a long and prosperous reign,
adepted Antonius Pius, to whom the higl honow«
is due, of haviig been perhaps the most perfeet

T character in ancient or modern times who ever
adorned a throne. Of his reign, which lasted
twenty vears, the highest praise is, that it was so
tranquil as to afford searcely any m*'teria,ls for
history.. His private life was blameless ; his ad-
ministration was just; his expenditure on public
objects liberal ; he eng ave,d in no war, bus the in--
fJuence w hxc}x uhrouﬂh his justice, ‘he acquired
over foreign sovereigns, was so great as to induce
them frequently to appoint him arbitrator of their

- differences. He was too just to persecute the
Christians ;—others may have refrained fi'om an-
noying them from cwmenay, or contempt, or in-
difference ; he protected them on the sound prin.
giples of relmous freedom. .

He was succeeded by Mareus &urelms, the plu'
Imophcr,, as he is termed by way of distinction,
& man worthy in many respects to succeed ‘Antoni-
nus, with whom he may sustain a fair comparison..
He would have trodden in the peaceful steps of his
piedeaessor, but the barbariaus on the frontiers of
the empire, who had not experieuced the edge of
Roman valour for more than forty years, began to
‘repeat their incursions. Marcus Aurelius, with the
irue valour of a soldier, passed nine years on the
frontier in repelling their ag ggressions ; but, though

' nammentiy suecessful, he determined to purchmsa
future tranquﬂlztv by settlma the barbarisng with.:
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in the boundaries of the empire. If the first step in
the downial of the empire was Domitian’s purchas-
ing the forbearance of the barbarians with money,
 the establishment of them within the limits of the
mpire by Mareus, was o second and more futal
step. Among other actions which have stained the
reputation of Mareus’s veign, was the sack of Sely-
cia, a Macedonian colony on the westem bank of
. the Tigris, forty-five miles from Babylon. The Ro- -
man generals arrived before this city in their pro-
zress ageinst the Parthians, and were received as
friends and guests, as the inhabitants of Selucia had
always been in a state of hostility with the Par-
thians.  But they perfidiously entered and sack-
ed the city, and pub thres hundred thousand of the
inhabitants to the sword in eold blood.
© To the indelible disgrace of Marecus Aurelius, he
rekindled the flames of persecution, and subjected
the Christians to the most cruel tortures.  For his
conduct the excuse cannot be pleaded; that he
was ignorant of their tenets. He was assuredly
bester acquainted with the benevolent character
~and tendency of Christianity than any of his pre-
decessors had been; for he had examined the
question with the eye ofa philosopher. - Yet the
professors of the Christian faith suffered equally
from the most brutal and the most enlightened
of ewperors ;—from Domitian and from Marcus,
Alter the fires of persecution had blazed for many
years through the various provinces of the empire,
~especially at Lyons and Vienna in France, they
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were slackened, if not extinguished. by Ilarcus
Aurelius; in consequence, as hisborians & A,""f.,
a miracuious deliverance in one of his ex pﬂumo;‘&
which was attributed to the prayers of a Christia
gorps in his army.  He was %wc‘eﬁe«, by his son
Commodus, in every respect the reverse of his fa-

ther, in the vear a. ». 180.

=
o,

<} f o
ISECT. o.

Cammodus—Pertince—~=ale of the Empire to Didius

flindus
talus—Alexander Severvs— R

e of the S
and Balbinvs—Gord

in Persia— M azimin—Pupien
Philip ; his sceulur Geines—Decius—G Fallus— Vai
evallienus— Olaudivs—Awrelicn— T weitus— Probus—Curus

e Oarinus—and Numeriai.
The Roman world had now been bles::»d for
eighty years with 2 suecession of virtuous princes
in Nerva, Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, and Marcus
Au-‘ehus. If it be asked, at what pericd in human
anpals, the largest number of human beings have
been rendered happy by their rulers, we must
point to the period just reviewed. = Rut from the
accession of Commodus, the miseries of mankind
recommenced, and the empire hastened to iis
close with a quickening pace. Yet it will appear
a striking proot of the wenderful vigour of the Ro-
man policy, that it continued to subsist for two
bundred years longer, nutmuh\tandmo the vices
of its rulers, and the power of its enemies. In
Commodus, the basest of mankind succeeded to
the throne of the most virtwous. The son of
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Marens had recsived $he best edueation ; but the
effee both of precept and example was destroyed
‘his mind, by bis being ac”cchfed with his fa-
ther in the in «i;ezml' dignity af the eerly age of "
urteen.  When rafsed to the sole possession of :
the empire, he proved a menster of vice. It de-

regates nob a little from the character of Mareus
Anreling he :)cquezsth ed the empire Yo.u man

of such abandoned habits; instead of foilowmg the
footsteps of his predecessors, and placing the most
tzonhv on the 1L’*'" ne. Commodus was in the
camp L’rryon& the Danube, ab the time of his fa-
sher’s decease.  Anxzious fo enjoy the luzury of
the capital, ho ptr'l ased peacs of the barbari-
-ans, and hastened to Rome, where he abandoned
himself to every species of debauchery, and
disgraced the Roman purple, by fighting ix the
- amphitheatre with wild beasts. Elephants, pan-
‘thers, lions, and osirichss were brought,' at an
incredible expense, from. the wmost distant parts
of the empire, that he might obtain the glory
of puttinf: them to death, He even condes-
cended to fight as a gladiator, an occupation whick
o5 held in the deepest coutewp’ even by the
most degenerate Romans. The cares of state were *
sbandensd to his minions, who by bribery and ex-
tortion amassed almost incredible sums of money.
A conspiracy was at length formed against him in
his ownpalace, and his favourite concubine pre-
sented to him a eup of poison. His reign extend-
ed to thirteen years ; and &Le only redeemmg

#
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feature in it, was the freedom from persesution
granted to the Christians.

Commodus having thus been put to death, the
conspirators raised to the throne the virfuous
Periinax, then sixty-seven years of age, a man
who had passed with honour through various pub-
lic offices, and who determined, among other re-
forms, to curb the licentiousness of the pretorian
guards. But they had been accustomed during
the reign of Commodus to such unbounded indui-
gence, that the idea of reform filled them with
dismay. They formed a conspiracy against the
emperor, and entering his palace at noon-day, put
himto death, and fixing his head on a pole, parad-
ed it through the streets.  He reigned bus three
months. '

The pretorian guards now determined to put up
the empire to sale. This act of surpassing inso-
lence was perpetrated by a body of men, compar-
ed with whom, the citizens were in number as
thirty to one: but the citizens were indolent
and divided, the guards overbearing and united.
They had long been pampered, not only by the
vicious, but also by the virtuous emperors. In-
deed, one of the most serious charges against the
Antonines,is, that when in the zenith of their pow-
er, instead of ridding the state of these turbulent
troops, they flattered them with presents. The
sale of the empire was conducted on the ramparts
of the pretorian camp; and two wealthy citizens

eowme forward and bid against each other. One of



them, Didins Julianus, having at length raised his
offer to two thousand rupees for each soldier, or
three crores and twenty lakhs of Rupees for the
“whole corps, the empire was knocked down tohim - -
ab that price. But the new emperor found him-
self upon the throme of the world, without a
friend. The guards soon became ashamed of
e; and the people and senate felf
keenly the indignibty which had been offered

their choic

to the majesty of Roine.

throngh the empire, the hardy veterans on the fron-
tiers held it foul scorn that the empire of the
world should have been so basely disposed of by
the effeminate guards of the city, who had never
seen the face of an enemy.
Severus, who commanded the legions respectively
in Britain, Syria, and Pannonia, determined to
make an effort to dethrone Didius, and acquire the
Severus; who commanded
the legions in Illyrium, keeping in mind the saying
of Augustus, that a Pannonian army might always
bein Rome in ten days, hastened into Italy by fore-
ed marehes. He promised his soldiers an ample do-
‘native, and having thus raised their cupidity, gave
them no relaxation night and day till they had
erossed the Appenines and were in sight of Rome.

empire for themselves.
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When the

‘Didius implored the pretorians to sup

of their choice; bub those troops, who had long
forgotten the wuse of arms in the lap of ease, pre--
sented butb a feeble obstacle to the veterans of the
Danube. The wretched emperor, thersfore, after

Albinus, Niger, and

=

news spread

port the man
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having enjoyed his vain itle at the expense of hiz
whole fortune, for sixty-six days, was beheaded
as a common criminal ; and Severns nscended

the threne, a. o, 198, and reigued seveuteen .

years.

Though Ssveras had thus obiamed the empire,
§wo competitors still remained to be overcome,
Albinus and Niger. That he mwuL have but one
fos on his hands ab ove tiwe, he deciared Albinus
his collezgue, lavished every favour on him, and

senb emissarics to as

inate him. (Severus wasan
African.y He came to an enghzement with Niger,
at Issus, on the same spot where Alexander had
deflénted the trocps‘ of Darius, five hundred years
before. Oun the present, as on the former occasion,
the troops of Europe were opposed to those of
~”=L5h., and with the same result.  Wiger with his
\siatic troops was defeated and slain. A rupture
with Albinus soon followed ; and Severus defeated
bim also in a bloody engagement at Lyons in
France. His eruelty after these engagements tar-
nished the lustre of his wilitary fame. It was dur-
ing the reign of Severus, that the senate, who
had hitherto preserved sone small remains of their
uncient dignity, even under the most despotic
monarchs, bul.h into complete contempt; and the
throne of the Cewsars became emnlmtuall" despo-
tic. Though Severus preserved discipline, he con-
tributed perhaps wore than any of his predeces-
sors to the downfal of the empire. The pretorian
guards, whose insolence and power had made therm

.
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ep
sisting of four times their m;m’.,vx-.

mey
guards had been usually enlist the various
provinces of Lialy; bubt Bev the
new guards sbould be drawn rous
leglons on the {rontiers, the g ‘hom
consisted of barbariaus, or of escendants

Thus the vouth of Italy lo‘:u the use of arms,
and sunk still

; 3 while o
permanent canip was formed in the city of

than fifty barbaria
1 o o 21 :
who md ro one feeling of sympathy

with the citizens, and whe were ready
their leader, whatever might be his on
~this 'srr‘mmﬂwu’c, the commander of the pretoriar
bands becanie e empire ; for it
wag aboub hi time also, that the charge of the
finapces, and the highest functions of the law,
came to be entrusted to their prefect. Thus =
power arose bebind the throne greater than the

e the first man In bl

shrone itselfl

‘Severus encouraged a ve vere pezsa cution
of the C]I‘lstiiﬂ&b, who had now increased both in
learni 5 and in nuwbers, Many c:f'tbe Bishops of
the Christian church were men of eninent talents,
well versed in the classic language and the know-

tedge of the age; and the writings of many of them
were distinguished for eloquence. - Tertullian, one
of the fathers of the Charch, describes in the fol-



.
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lowing language their wonderfal increase in num-
bers, nobwithstanding the hostility they experi-
enced from all men in peower throughous the
empire i— L :
“ Were we-disposed to ach the part, I will not
say of secret assassing, butof open enemies, should
wo want forces and numbers ?  Ave there not mul-
situdes of us in every pars of the world ? &t i
trie wo ave but of yesterday, and yet we have fill-
‘ed all your towns, cities, islands; castles, boroughs,
counsels, camps; courts, palaces, genate, forum :—
Weo leave you only your temples.  If we were 1o
~make a general secession from your dominions
you would be astonished at your solitude.”
" The intelligence of a war in Britain induced Se-
verus to proceed thither in person, though so il
as to require to be carried in a litker. He took
~with him his two sons Caracalla and Geta, that he
fkmig}it, if possible, correch the vicious bias of their
minds, and remove their muotual hatred of each
other. He proceeded to Scotland (Caledonia,) and,
‘though the Caledonians fought with great bravery,
eventually subdued . thew, and built a wall from
“sea to sea, bo prevent their encroachment on the
oman provinces. Soon affer, he expired in the
city of York ab the age of sixty-five, and left the
ewpire jointly to his two sons, A. D, 211 They
immediately set out for Rome; but both on their
soute and afcer their arrival in the imperial palace,
" every imovement betrayed their implacable hatred
of each other, As it appeared impossible to re-

-
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concile them, it was proposed to divide the empire
between them; but the Romans were spared thiy
indignity by the barberity of Caracalla, who, hav.
ing invited his brm= r into the presence of their
common mother, under pretence of a recopcilins
tion, caused him to be assassinated there. The
friends and connections of Gets, to the number
of more than twenty thousand, shared the sape
fate 2s their master.  To these murders succeed-
ed the massacre of the most illustrious citizens of
Bome, among whom no one was more deeply re-
greted than Papinian, the great lawyer, the pre-
torisn prefect, who was pub to death because on
being commanded to write & panegyric on the
murder of Geta, he nobly replied thab i it was easier
to commit than to justify fratricide.

Nero, Domitian, and the other tyrants had con-
fned their tyranny to the‘met“opolis ;-but Caracal-
la, a vear after the murder of ins brother, iefl; '
Rome, and traveiled through the provinees, ram-
enlarly those iu the east, which he laid waste with
his cruelbies, The cities were compel'ed to raise
ab & ruinous expense, baths, palaces, and theatres,.
which he never deigned to enter. The most

wealthy citizens were cbliged to squander their

riches in furnishing bim and his dissolute com-
panions with costly entertainments ; and the slight-
esb disvbedience was punished with death.  From
fhe summit of th«, temple of Berapis ab Alexan-
dria, he ccoll “ludGSde the murder of many
thonsand Innocent: mmzen , which he himself had.

&
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wantonly directed. A% length Macrinus, the pre-
sorian prefect, delivered the world from his ty-
ranay, after he had reigned six years. - The pre-

fact, thongh a rman of mean lineage, was raised

around biui and s

by the voice of the troops to. the throne, whien

‘he filled only fourteen months.

Thers was at this time an effeminate youth of
clegant manners, the high priest of the temple of
the Sun at Lmesy, in Syria, whom his mother gave
out to be the son of Caracalla. A conspiracy of
women and eunuchs was formed to elevate him to

=

the empire; the troops of the proviucs gathere

apported bis pretensions ; and

marching fo Antioeh meb and def Maeri

in o piiohed babtl:

lite.  'Thie name of this youth was Pussianus, bat
.y

in “which

he is beiber known by the name of Heliogabalus,
which ho zrpumed after that of the god at whose

Allthe viees of the previe

slivine ‘he had se

ous tyrmits of Home appearsd o be cencentrated

¢ing the four years in whieh he filled '
infamons

exeess of

egradation must tha

i him.
the throns, he wallowed in

{ebancherie
eruelbs.

nobility and publie fuset] aries of the Heoman

smpire hava Leer
ster to pollube the imperial throne for four years,

and to £i1 every pest of tmpottance with the lewd

companiozs of his Jleasures ? The preforian
cuards ab length pus him to death; and his mue
=4 ‘ =] o 3 ME

tilated body was dragged through the streets of

Bome.
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Hig cousin and. ww”ssor ’id(, Severus,

was ag much & stinguished for bis virbues 2s the

late  emperor by his vices, Pc‘,ﬂuu he was toc

mild g spiris for H turbulent age s ye eb the em-

vire, under his auspices recovered a portion of its

power and majesty. His mother, & woman of first

rate talent, regulsted the :.:.c“mzinis-t«rfw(m' with
1t

[

vigour, and appointed twenty of the ablest Homan

& L i

citizens, to act as her son’s cabmet eouncil, at the

head of whom was Ulpian, the greatest jurist of
il > o P e

vhat age. Under the direction of this board, the

ed, the adminis-

mosb oppressive taxes were repe:
trabion of the finaxn

reformed, and the general

promoted.  But the re-

""J'“C q(,_ [

arown Ul DoIer

¢ of grester f.ziu’smtzlty.
g me,che rebellious pre-
‘eet Ulplan into the em-
him dead ab his feet.
ination became eontagi-

ars were
everus’s reign was passed in
of the age, and the

s ¢ Iy
o acaingt the &me:,

decay of the empir

e mosh remarkable event in b ¢
vig# of the Bassauian dynasty in Persin. Thab cotn-
tr‘, lying be rond the limit which Aug ‘s‘tusyhad ag-
signed to the Roman empire, had been for several

senfuries udw the governme ent of h@ P'ﬁvthiaa
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kings, between whom and the Romang, hostilitics:
had mever ceased since the death of Crasus. Are

iaxerxes, who had served with distinetion in the:

army of Artaban the king of Parthia, rebelled
against him, and in three pitched battles subvert-
ed the Parthian monarchy ; then calling z large
essembly at Balk in Astracan, be procured his

being confirmed as king of Persia. He determined-

to strengthen bis new throne with the sanctions
of religion, and assemblinga synod of no jess than
eighty thousand priests of the religion of Zoroas-

ter, confined to them the task of reforming that
-ereed, and giving it greater currency among the
people. e next directed his attention to the

consolidation of his power, and the . correction

~ of abuses. Ag soon as he folt himselt firm in

his throme, he wrote a haughty letter to the Ro-

 man emperor, to inform him that Le bad now ae~
. quired the sceptre of theking of kings, and to de-
mand that all those Asiatic provinces which had-

been embraced in the empire of Cyrus, eight cen-

turies before, as well as the kingdom of Egypt;-
should be ceded to him; and that the Romans

should content themselves with Zurope. Such o
message was of course regarded as a declaration
of war; and the two monarchs of Persia and Home
wrepared to decide the dispute in the field. O

_ the battles fought between them, the narratives

aye very uncertzin. Ib appears, bowever, t0 be

- well established, {that Severus resped no lanrels,
and that Artazerxes gained no accession of terri-

it s g o i
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“fory.  The Persian monarch survived the war
fourteen years, and bequeathed the throne to his
son Sapor, a youth in every respect worthy of hig
"ﬂ.HﬁDI’ z,,h«:'r The dynasty of Artaxerxes was
cailed the Bassanian, and kept possession of Per-
ma, till the race of ¢ »ﬁ overran the country; and

established the fuith of Mahiomed.
Alexander Severus was pub to death at ths ear-
iy age of thirty-one, by Maximin,a Thracian pea-
sant of extraordinary stature and boldness, who
bad raised himself by his reckless valour from the
lowest condition to that of pretorian prefect.

Though he reigned three years, he never condes-

cended to visit Rome or Italy, but kept moving

about with his camp between the Rhine and the

Danuvbe, warding off the barbarians. He was ex-

ceedingly cruel, and considered every man of at-

tainments superior to his own, his adversary, and
put him to death withoub remorse. The Chris-
tiang felt in a peculiar manner the beavy hand of
his vengeance upon them. The luomans groaning
beneath the cruelty- of -this upstart b""burmn,
burned for revenge. Africa at length set the ex-
ample. Gordian the 1)moumior thea eighty years
of age, & man equally remarkable for his noble
birth and his virtues, was solicited to assume the
purple. To this he and his son reluctantly con-
sented, and wrote conjointly to the senate to in-
form them of the event, which they heard with no
little joy. That body which had tamely submit-
te-:l for two hundred years to every indiguity,
LD
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" seemed to be suddenly animated %with some por<
tion of ‘their ancient spirit.  They assumed
~the reins of Government, selected the 1most
meritorious of the body, and confided to them
the defence of Italy, Deputies were sent aboub to
organize the revolt of the provinces ; and the peo-
pie, having more to hope from resistance than
from acquiescence, joined heartily in the cause.
The Governor of Maaritania, however, on the first
news of the revolt, marched against, defeated, and
slew the Gordians. The senate, nothing dismayed
at this disaster, immediately chose Pupienus and
Balbinus, two of their body, joint emperors, the
one to preserve peace in the city, the other to take
the field. Meanwhile Maximin, inflamed to mad-
ness, crossed the Alps, and entered the plains of
- Jtaly ; but he found the country silent and desolate.
Such had been the orders of the senate, that the ty-
“yant might meet with nothing to aid his progress.
He laid siege instantly to Aquileia, which was no-
b]y defended. All his efforts were baffled ; and
his troops, pining from want, proceeded at length
to slay their commander in his own tent, to the
inexpressible joy of the whole empire,
- In this general joy, the pretorian guards alone
refused to participate ; for they clearly perceived
that, if the election of emperors by the senate, not
only withoub their concurrence, but in spite of
- them, passed without notice, iheir power would
scon be at an end. Within four months of the death
of Maximin, thercfore, they entered into a conspi-
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racy; and one day, while the cirizens were em-
ployed in the phbhc games, rushed into the palace,
and dragging the two emperors through the stre ts
of the city, put them to death. chle the senate
could assemble for deliberaticn, the troops pro-
claimed young Gordian, then nineteen years old,
emperor, 4. D. 238, His reign was likewise brief ;
Le was fortunate, however, in having for his prime
winister, Misetheus, 2 man equally able in the
cabinet and in the field.  The emperor espoused
his daughter, and under his guidance marched to
the east against Sapor, (or Shahpoor,) the second
king of the new dynasty of Persia, who had invad-
ed Mesopotamia, The Persians retired at his ap-
proach. While the virtuous Misetheus lived, every
‘thing prospered ; but he was soon after carried o
by disease.  Philip, an Arabian by birth, a free-
booter by profession, succeeded hun as preiorian
prefect, and began to pavehis way to the throne.
W ben his plans were ripe, and he had gained over
the troops to his interest, he put to death the
gentle and unoffending Gordian, on the banks of
the Euphrates, and assumed the sceptre of the
Loman world by the suffrages of his soldiers.
Philip hastened to Rome, and obtained the sane.
tion of the senate fo his elevation. To cbliterate
the memory of his erimes, Philip, finding that the
yearof his elevation was the thousand anniver
mry of the foundation of Rome, celebrated the se-
cular games with a degree of splendour whith had
“gearcely been witnessed before, in all the gorgeous
b2
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festivals of former days. The arrival of such &
period in the history of a nation, naturally brixgs
up a crowd of reflections. The nnnd involuntarily
reverts to the humble origin of the city, aud con-
irasts thefirst rude huts raised by Romulus on the
bauks of ihe Tiber, with the imperial city in its
full maturity, adorned with the most magnificent
buildings, the mistress of the western world. The
intermediate periods also come up in review ; the
first four centuries of petty warfare, carried on for
existence ; then the three centuries of freedom and
glory ; and lastly, the three centuries of ontward
)LELdOLL‘ bus inward corruption and decay. Nor
cun the mind refrain from the melancholy refice-
iion, that though the empire still stretched from
Great Dritain to the Euphrates, from Mount Atlas
o the Danube, and though Philip might appear
as great o monarch as Augustus, yeb the decline
of the empire was now hastening on with accele-
- rated strides,
: The tweuty years which succeeded the secular
games, were years of disaster beyond all former ex- ~
ample,. The murder of so many e“lperozx, in so
hort a space of time, had necessarily weakened all
he bonds which connected the subject with the
throne ; the barbariaus, who eventuslly subverted
the empire, began to bre: ak through its barriers
with greater boldness and success; while, to 4l up
the inzagure of pubhc calamities, internal discord
and disputes exhausted the strength of the pro-
vinces,  Philip wae killed a twelvewonth after Le

SEL
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had obtained the throne, and was succeeded by De-
ciits ; who had searcely time to look around him,
before he was summoned. to repel the Goths from
the banks of the Danubs.  Asthis is the first men-
tion of the Goths in this compilation, and as they
were the chief agents in breaking the Roman seep-
tre, we pause to glance at their origir.

The Goths issued at a very remote period, from
Seandinavia, the modern Sweden, and crossing tha
Baltie, settled themselves near the mouths of the
Vistula, in the provinces now included in Prussiz.
They were a daring, active, uneivilized race, un-
acquainted with tillage; and as their native soil
did not continue to yield a sufficieney of food they
were constrained to seek it elsewhere. Frequens
‘emigrations took place; the new colonisis press-
ed on the older emigrants, and obliged them to
move onward in search of other abodes.  The
provinces lying west of Prussia were inhabited
by another cluster of tribes called Vandales, who
resembled the Goths in habits, manners, and in-
ternal economy, and possibly derived their ances-
try from a commeon origin. The two nations, there-
fore, coalesced without any difficulty. freshir- .
ruption from Scandinavia, had, some time befors
the date at which we have srrived, driven the firss
colony of Goths to the shores of the Euxine, where
they took possession of the Ukraine. To the eass
of them lay the poor Sarmatians, who could afford
little or no booty. To the south west stretched
he populeus country of Dacia, a Roman provinees;
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which tempted them as much by its smiling and
fertile fields, as Dby its unprotected condition. In
the reign of Philip, therefore, they traversed this
provinge, plundered it in every direction, and
crossing the Danube laid the neighbouring pro-
virce of Meesia under contribution, and then re-
treated to their seats. Soon after, they returned
with more considerable forces, and, notwithstand-
ing the vigilance of the emperor Decius, poured
down ¢n the northern districts of MMacedon, and
taking Philippopolis, massacred a hundred thou-
saud of the inhabitants. Decius having got into
their rear, spared no pains to prevent their retreat.
Finding themselves hemmed in on all sides, they
would gladly have purchased safety with the sacri-

fice of all their plunder : but Decius, over confi-

]

dent of success, forced them into an engagement
in which despair added mew vigour to their valour.
For the first time in two hundred and fifty years
the Roman army was completely routed. Decius
and his son Wwere left dead on the field. He was
2 man of strict integrity, great valour, and vast
talents ; but his character is stained by a merciless
persecution of the Christians, for whomheappeared
to entertain feelings of personal hate, which were
too readily caught and acted on by the subordinate
authorities.

The defeat of the Roman army so far humbled
the pride of the troops, that they did not venture
to create an emperor, but left that honour to the
senate, who nominated Gallus. Though a man of
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military experience, ho was so weak as not only to
allow the barbarians to retire with their plunder,
but to promise them an annual donative, if they
would abstain from their accustomed inrcads. He
then hastened to the capital and buried himself in
sensnal enjoyment. The barbarians re-crossed the
frontier, but were successfully opposed by Emilia-
nus, whom his troops proclaimed emperor, though
not against his will.  Gallus was scon after mur-
dered by his own troops, but Emilianus didnot
erjoy his new dignity more than four months; ab
the end of which time he was murdered in his
turn by the troops; and Valerian, reckoned thoe
wost virtuous man in the empire, ascended the
throne with universal acclamation, a. D. 253. He
was ab the time sikty years of age, and reigned
seven years. His reign and that of his son were
more signally marked with disasters than any pre-
cedlna peuod It was in his time that the Frzml\i
and the Allemanni appeared in arms, and bega
their inroads on the empire.

The Franks were the ancestors of the present
French pation, and assumed that name to denote
their freedom. They consisted of a confederacy of
Grerman tribes, who inhabited the regions of the

“lower Rhbine. Either aliured by the hopes of plun-
der, or urged on by the pressure of other tribes i
their rear, they poured down like a torrent upon
Gaul ; and though Valerian sent his son Gallienus
to oppose them, they swept the whole length of

France, crossed the Pyrennees, and carr ied their
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ravages into Spain, When they had exhausted
that fertile country, to which two centuries of
profound peace had given ease and plenty, they
seized some vessels and transported themselves
into Africa.

Several other German tribes residing beyond the
Tlbe, had associated together, and assumed the
name of Allemanni, or All-men, to denote the ex-
tent of their union, and poured down on the pro-
vinces of the empire. This name designates the
Germans to this day, among some of the nations
of Burope. A large body of them erossed the
Danube, and the barrier of the Alps, and, spread-
ing over the plains of Lombardy, carried their
‘rnvages to Ravenna, almost within sight of Rome.
Valerian was then in the East, Gallienus in Gaul.
The senate seeing the fuir fields of Italy abont to
fall a prey to the barbarians, awcke from their
wonted lethargy, and, as in the days of Roman
glory, took measures for the common safety, rais-
ed an army, and so terrified the enemy as to in-
duce them to retreat to Germany. Gallienus heas-

ing that the Capital had been saved by the energy.

ot the senate, considered the danger from any re-
vival of spirit among them, more pressing than
that which the barbarians inspired; he therefore
passed a law forbidding any senator to approach
the camp of the legions; and the senators sunk
back without reluctance into their usual luxury.
The Goths, of whom we have spoken, had set-
tled by this time in the Tauric Chersonesus, (now
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Crim Tartary,) on the northern shores of the
Euxine, and began to acquire a riaval force, which
enabled them to extend their devastaticns overa
wider fleld. Sailing from this Deumsvh, they
coasted the eastern shoves of the Kuxine, the
scenes of the Arzonaubic e erdmrm and sacked
the ecapital, Trebizond, with the plunder of which
they laded their fleet, and returned in riumph.
Their second expedition was directed to the wes-
tern ceast. On a‘rriviﬂg at the straits which
divide Burope from Asis, near the spob where

‘ C‘ nstantinople now stunds, they were abtracred

¢ the rich and defenceless city of Nicomedin,
m,tch, together with other cities of Bithynia, they

~plundered, and extended their ravages over the
Y =

provinces of "Asia Dfinor : but, on the setting in
of “the rains, they bent their steps homewards.
Emboldened by thess suceessful expeditions, they
itted out a larger fleet of 500 sall, and, placing -
15,000 of their bravest ’rr"ops on board, sailed to
the Dardannelles, and flrst destroyed the noble
eity of Cyzicum; then bold lly ventaring into the
Cirecian seas, fo them :m unknown kndv1g.1.ﬁum,
they laid siege to Athens, where meeting with a
repulge, tmv spread over the whole country of
Greece, and after “having debttoyed its noblest
cities, marched to the frontiers of Italy. Gallienus
was roused from hissecurity, and advanced against
the barbarians, whom he effectu ally ehecked, and -
dispersed. Some qt.thmr troops hei«ncdrpamtad ,
inthe Roman armies ; others brokethrouzh Mesis,
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~and thus regoined their homes; whils a third
party, tukivg to their ships, destroyed the far-
famed temple of "Ephesus, and laid waste the
Troad, on their return to Crira. Tartary. ’
Whilé the empire was distracted with these in.
roads, Valerian, not far from seventy years of age,
was engaged with his legions in a war with Sapor,
the king of Persia. =~ After passing the Euphrates
hie encountered the Persians at Bdessa, bub was
totally defeated and taken prisoner. 8apor, with

the true spirié of an oriental, treated the fallen .
monarch with studied indignity. To improve his vie-

~ tory, he advanced to Syria, devastated its plains,
sacked its towns, and created a deserbt wherever
he moved. Valerian died in captivity.  During

~ the first part of his reign, for three years and

a half, be gave every encouragement to the
Christians, so that the imperial bousebold was
filled with Christian officers. ' Buf, during the

latter portion, he subjected them to a bitter per-

secution, which extended through mearly oll the
provinees, and was stopped only by his death.
‘His son Gallienus, now left sole emperor, gave
himself little thought except about hisown enjoy=
ments. During the eight years of his reign, the

whole empire was torn with factions, ~ Every pro-
_vince, and every division of the army created an

emperor. - So numerous indeed wers the empe-
rors who thus sprung up in every directicn, that
~ they have been called the thirty tyrants. The
 reader may easily imagine the  confusion iato
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which public affairs were thrown, and the miseries
inflicted on the miserable provinces by these con-
fliets for power, To euter into the details of this
unhappy pericd would ocenpy too much space, -
Suffice it then to say, that the greater number of
these emperors fell in mutual conflicts ; and that
Gallienus was assassinated by his own treops whila
besieging Milan, into which one of his competi-
tors had thrown himself. He atoned in some
small measure for his crimes, by naming Claudius
to fill the vacant throne.- :

The rule of anarchy now closes, and we enter
on the reign of a succession of princes, beginning
with Claudius, whose wisdom and valour stayed
for a-time the decay of the empire, TUnder the
direction of the valiant Claudins, Milan was taker,
and the spurions emperor pub to death. At this
pericd, some of the fairest provinces of the em-
‘pire were in a state of revolt. Tetricus exercised
an independent authority in Gaul, Spain, and
Britain; and Queen Zenobia did the same in the
East. Claudius, during his short reign of two
years, had little leisure to attend to those distané
"affairs. His administration is distinguished by
the signal defeat of the Goths, who, with an army
of emigrants, men, women, and children, of al-
most incredible number had descended to Thessa-
loniea.  This vietory acquired the emperor the
name of the Gothie Claudins.  He expired ab
Sirmium after having nominated Aurelian, like
himself an Illyrian peasant, his successor. w
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’m‘:enan ascended the throne in a. », 270 : and
though his reign extended only to four years,
it was full of important incidents. He brough
the war with the Goths to a close, partly by force,
partly by negotiation., Aurelian had the saga-
city to perceive, that in the distracted state of
the empire, it was unwise to retain the distant
province of Dacia, which it was so difficult to de-
fend from the incursions of the Goths ; and he had
the good sense to determine on relinguishing it,
though he thereby incurred the odium of having
contracted the sacred limits of the empire. He
proceeded therefore to remove all the Roman eiti-
zeng from i, and then eeded it to the Goths, who
having now a fized habitation, felt an interest in
defonding it against the inroads of other barba-
rians. F¥rom ‘being active enemies they became
cordial friends, and rendered this one of the firmess
barriers of the empire. )

The Allemanni were notso easily subdued. For-

7 thousand of their cavalry suddenly appeared i:

1erﬁexd, and carried their devastations from t]m
Danube to the Po.  Asthey were returning laden
with spoil, Aurelian by forced marches gained the
front of their line. The barbarians struck with
dizmay, humbly sued for peace ; but Aurelian had
determined to make an example of them, and stern-
ly refused all terms. Their retreat being thns in-
tercepted, the emperor, secure of success, left his
generals to' complete the victory, and proceeded
elsewhere. Despair however imparted courage o
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the barbasians; ther breke up their camp and
marched back on Italy; and Aurelian, while ex-
- pecting to hear of their destruction, learnt to his
astonishmens that they had laid waste the fruitful
alley of the Po. He hastened back with some
veteran legions, and in 111 ree engagements exter-

Though Italy was thus delivere d from all imme-
dizke danger, it became too evident that the inmpe-
rial city of Rome, the name of which had formerly

carried terror to the most distant nations, was no
longer secure from the barbarians, who were press-
ing with such vigour on the northern provinces of
the empire. Aurelian, therefore, performed the
-melancholy duty of suirounding it with ramparts,
which'deseribed a circle of twenty-one miles ; and
the necessiby of this measure furnished the most
convincing evidence that the empire had already
seen its brightest days. It may easily be imagin.
ed with what feelings of poignant distress, the ci-
tizens, whose ancestors had seen no foreign enemy
o the soil of Italy since the days of Hannibal, set
abous the fortifications which were to defend their
city, the apparent mistress of the world; from the

|
f
!
i
!
? minated the Allemanni,
‘
|

insolence of the barbarians.

Aunrelian now bent his attention to recover the
provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, usurped by
Tetricus ; and Syrin, Bgrpt, and pars of Asia,
‘;hzct obcveq Zenobia. Tetr cus, wi .3.1 the promise

y pardon, betrayed his SSs es; but his le-
giong, theugh CL ¢ried by leader, fouglt a
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bioody battle in Champa«ne, in vv‘mch they perisli»

edalmost to aman. The revolted provinees imme- -

-~ diately returned to their obedience. Butithe most
memorable event in the reign of Aurelian was the
subjugation of Zenobia. She was the most extra-
ordinary woman of that age; nor can Modern
History shew any one superiorto her. She cleimed

~ descent from the Macedonian kings of Egypt;in

&

beauty she rivalled the celebrated Cleopatra ; she

was enriched in a peculiar degree with all those
qualities which serve .to maintain, and to adorn a
throne. She was not ignorant of the Latin lan-
_guage; but the Greek, the Syriac, and the Egyp-
tian she spoke in perfection. She gave every en-
couragement to literature, and entertained as her
~ private secretary, the renowned critic Longinus,
whose works, written durivg the decline of Grecian

learning, ‘rival the purest models of ils brightest’

era. This accomphshed woman had given her hand
to Gdenatus, who in the confusion of the ’mmea,had

raised himself to the dominion of the East, chiefly

through the aid of her incomparable wisdom and

courage. His capital was fixed at Palmyra, ia the

deserts of Arabia, a city built by Solomon, king of
Judea, more than a thousand years before this pe-
riod, and adorned by Roman colonists with buildings
of such singular taste and magnificence, thabthe re-
viains, Which still subsist, attract the nwhub adrmi-

ration of the traveller, Odenatus baving been cub off

by treachery, she assumed the sceptre, and governed

I?almgm,hcrvph and Svua; xmor 1 in the r.h.ua*ter
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of an independent princess; than as a subjectof the
Roman empirve.  She adopted the pomp of oriental
monarchs, and exacted from her subjects the same
homage which had been usually paid to the sove-
reigus of Persia. - She styled herself, Queen of the
Eust, and often shewed her sons, to whom she had
given a Latin education, clothed in the imperial
purple. Aurelian advanced against Zenobia with
a large force, and, notwithstanding the energy she
displayed, defeated her troops in two engagements.
He then laid siege to her capital, and " the quéen,
seeing no hope'of relief, rather than submit to the
Romans, mounted the fleetest of lier dromedaries -
and fled to the Buphrates, but was overtaken and
made prisoner. The city of Palmyra, on the occa-
sion of a subsequent revolt, was taken and deatroy-
ed ; and this seat of the arts and of commerce, gra-
dually sunk into a miserable village. LA
Having thus friumphed over all his foes, foreign
~and domestic, and restored unity and peace to the
‘expire, Aurelian returned to Rome, and celebrated
“his conquests by a more eplendid triumph than had
perhaps ever dazzled the eyes of the citizens.  Liut.
his most substantial triumph, was the magnanimity
“with which he treated Lenobia and Tetricus, whom,
instead of dragging after his trivmphal car, and
consigring o 2 dungeon; he loaded with favors.
_The latter part of his reign is said to have been
stained with cruelty, in revenge for a tumult which
_breke cutin ‘R\om‘c; ke crowded the prisons with
victims, and put fo death many illusbiions citizens,
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Soon after, he Jed bis troops against the Persians in
sthe Bast, and was on his route put %o death by bis
own servants.

The army, with unexampled moder
yepeatedly to request the senate o appoint a suc-
cessor to the throne ; the senate as frequently re-

ferred this task to the army, and eight months
nge of compliments.

ation, sent

passed in this useless excha

Aleanwhile the barbarians app
the senate at length raised to the throue Tucibus,
years of age,a des-

caved in arms, and

o senator, then seventy-v
cendant of the great historian, a man of exemplary
virtue, but one whose wighered hands were total-
1y unfls to wield the sceptre of such an empire at
snch o erisis. e marched, notwithstanding, to
meeb the enemy ; but the change of climate from
the heats of Campania 0 th
proved too much for his constitution, and he es~
pired after a reign of six months. The army on
this created Probus emperor, & man of great vir-
fue aud courage, who immediately - wrote to re-
quest the senate o confirm his choice, to which
they readily acceded.  He generously shared the
administration of the empire with that body, and,
in the course of his reign of six years, preserved
peace and order throughout the empire. The
emorable service of his ¥

e Y e » h e
he provine: €I Grau m the

82N
&

2 snows of Cacausus,

eign wag the coRli-

mosbh m

plete deliverance of t

Germans who, since the days of Aurelian, had in-
avaged it. He pursued them beyond

_cessantly rave
the Rbine, aud made them feel in their turn thos

2
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calemities of war which they had inflicted on the
Roman provinces. To prevent the repetition of
their incursion, he buils a strong wall which ex-
tended two hundred miles in length, from the
Rhine to the Danube ; 2 step which checked bheir
inroads for a time: but, scon afser the death of
Probus, the Allimanni threw it down. This wall
of Probus, that of the Antonines in Bricuin,
and the great wall of China, abundantly teach us,
that it i3 nob stone walls bub the valour and spirit
of the inhabitants, which form the true defence of
any esuntry. One other arrangement of this em-
peror deserves mention : he matured the plan of
enlisting the barbarians in the Roman armies,
and of giving them settlements in the provinces
of the empire. Italy, now sunk in sloth and ef-
feminacy, could no longer furnish troops to defend
the empire. This plan of Probus, therefore, wag
the dictate of necessity 3 but as he enlisted none
of the barbarians but those whom he had previous.
ly subdued, the evil effects of it were not felt till
after his reign. These various conflicts on vari-
ous points of the empire being completed, Probus’
returned to Rome and celebrated his triumph with
great magnificence. But his active spirit could
not broek repose ; he led his troops into Ilyrium,
and no enewmy being in the field, employed them
fu draining the marshes of Sirmium, his native
town, where he was slain in a mubiny, A, D, 282,
Without waiting for a reference to the senate,
the army raised to the throne Carns, the pretorian
Pagpr IL B
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prefect, a man every way deserving of that honour..
He immediately associated with him in the govern-
ment, his two sons, Carinus and Numerianus, and;
though sixty years of age, mayched against the Sar-
nmtians, the ancestors of the Poles, whom he sig--
nally defeated. It was then the depth of winter ;
vet the aged emperor hesitated not to proceed
through the snows of Asia Minor to the eonfines of
Persia, where ascending a lofty mountain, like & -
second Hannibal, he pointed out to his troops the
fertile fields for which they were to fight. The
Persian monarch sent an envoy to negotiate peace,
who found the emperor sitting under a tree, par-
taking of a frugal repast. Carus cub short the
~ gonference, by taking off his cap, which he wore
"o conceal his baldness, and declaring that if the
Persians did not acknowledge the supremacy of
Rome, he would soon render their country as bare
of trees as his head was destitute of bair.  This
was no idle threat. e entered Mesopotamic
sword in hand, made himself master of the princi-
pal cities, and would probably hiave subverted the
throne of the Sassanides, if he had not lost his life,
in the midst of his victorious career, Numerian,
who was with the army of the East, and Carinus,
then in Gaul, were proclaimed jeint emperors. The
death of Carus, however, changed the face of af-
fairs. The troops, though in the ardour of vieto-
7y, refused to advance, from a. superstitious no-
tion that the Tigris was the boundary of the em-
pire; Nu_merfan was therefore constrained to lead
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them back. Carinus proceeding to Rome, gave

himself up to the indulgence of his own cruel and
extravagant disposition. The only event which
has rescued his reign from oblivion is the celebra-
tion of games with unprecedented splendour, and
with a disregard of expence ill suited to the droop-
ing state of public affairs. Meanwhile® Nume-

rian died, and the troops proclaimed Diccletian
emperor, who lost no time in preparing to contest
the empire with Carinus.  The troops of both
parties met, A, D. 285, near a small city of Meesia
on the banks of the Danube ; but while the battle
hung in suspense, an officer whose wife Carinus
had dishonoured, plunged a dagger into his bo-
som and slew him, eighteen months after he had
ascended the throne.

- Beer. 4.

Dzocletmn mzal Ziiammmm——szstanims aml Ga?c';,
rius—Chonge in the policy of the Empemm-{
Oriental Ceremonics—ihe Celebration of the
last Triumph— Abdication of Diocletian—Intes-
tine Divisions—ihe Persecution of the Chwie-.
tians by Diocletion and Galerius— Fetablish.-
ment of Christianity by Constantine —-ite Bffects

- —Hrection of Constantinople-—Changes in the
Polity of the Church—the Couneil qf‘ Am’w "
Deail, of Constaniine.

Diocletian, who now assumed *be sceptre of the

Roman world, was a mian of more ‘obseure birth

than any precedwcr emperor; yet was his reign il-




858 ! DRIDF STURVEY OF HISTORT.

Tustrions in every respect but one, his persecation
of the Christians e associated with himseif in
the government of the empire, Maximian, a fel-
lowsoldier, by birth an Illyrian peasant. ~ To him
Diocletian resigned the care of the West, and
ook the East for his own province. The first ex-
ploit of Maximian was the subjugation of the pea-
santry in Gaul, who had long been in & state of
rebellion. A revolt had also ocenrred in Britain,
which arcse out of a singular circumstance, - In
the reign of Probus, a band of Franks whom he
had established in Pontus, on the shores of the
Tusine sea, seized some vessels, passed the Hel-
lespont, traversed the Mediterranean, plundering
as they went, and sailing through the straits of
Gibraltar, boldly ventured into the ocean and land-
ed in Belgium. EHyen if they had not been igno-
rant of the navigation of these seas, this would
justly have been ranked among the most daring
exploits of that age. The Franks, emboldened by
suceess, continued after this to ravage the Roman
provinces adjecent to the sea, and obliged the Ro-
jnans to construch a navy in that guarter; Bou-
logne, in France, was fixed on as their port, and
Carsusius, according o some a Belgian by birth,
according bo others, the descendant of a Britisk
king, was appointed to command it He gradual-
ly conciliated the sailors, and at length sailing
over to Britain, proclaimed himself emperor. His
fleets rode triumphant in the channel; and Biocle-
tian and his colleague, unable fo subdue him,
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were constrained to acknowledge his title, which
he retained for nine years. It is 8 fact of no iu-
considerable iuterest, that Pritain, destined in the
lapse of fifteen hundred vears to acquire the com-
mand of the ocean, should in this early period
" bave begun to assume her natural importance ag
@ maritime power. :
In the sixth year cf his reign, Diocletian made
a change in the form of government. Perceiving
that the empire was assailed in every direction by
the most active enemies, and required the presence
in various quarters, of those w Lo possessed supreme
rather than delegated authority, he conferred on
two generaly an inferior title, with an equality of
power. The two emperors in chief were styled Au-
gusti; the assistant emperors, Cesars, Diocletian
selected for his Cemsar, Galerius, the son of an ob-
seure herdsman, but.a man of spirit and valoyr.
Maximian associated with himself Constantius,
the grand nephew of the emperor Claudius.. The
provinees of the empire were also subjected to.a
new distribution, to suit this new form of Go-
vernment. Diocletian reserved to himself Thrace,
Ligypt, and the rich counsries of Asia; Maximian
received Italy and Africa. To Constantius were
allotted Spain, Gaul, and Britain; three countries
which seem by their locality formed for acommu-
nity of interests. Galerius was intrusted with the
turbulent frontiéer of the Danube.  Though this
fourfold division of power planted the seeds of fu-
ture discord, yet as long as the commanding fa~
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lents of Diocletian governed the councils of state,
it served to protect the empire from the inroads
of the barbarians. Constantius, after having em-
ployed three years in fitting out a fleet for the
recevery of Britain, landed on the island, and de-
feating the successor of Carausius who had been
murdered, annexed it once more to the empire.
The barbarians beyond the Danube, were effec-
tually checked by Galerius, who also succeeded in
humbling the pude of the Persian monarch Nar-
ses. Diocletian on this occasion shewed his policy,
by adjusting the boundaries of the Persian and
Roman empires, in a manner calculated so secure
a lasting peace. '

The emperors now seldom visited Rome. Maxi-
mian resided at Milan ; Diocletian at Nicomedia ;
and the imperial city, thus deserted by the court,
naturally fell into a state of debasement. The
pretorian guards of Rome, ‘who had so often made
and dethroned emperors, were gradually disband-
ed, and their duties assigned to two lllyrian regi-
ments. The scnate, once the most august body
in the Roman empire, lost ail its consequence.
The edicts, even of the most despotic emperors,
had hitherto received the confirmation of the se-
nate before they became law ; but Diocletian com-
menced a new line of policy. Instead of consult.
ing them on public affairs, he and his colleagues
adopted measures, and passed laws, ou the advice
of their own cabinet of ministers, ~ The titles of
consul eensor, and tribune, with which the se-
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siate had been in the habit of investing each em-

peror as he ascended the throne, and which, how-
aver vain, preserved some recollection of the glories . -

of the republie, were discontinued ; and Diocletian

assumed the title of Lord. He laid aside the sim-

vle robe of purple, by which the emperors had
been disbingnished, adopted an oriental richness
of apparel, and even ventured to place on his
brows that frst object of Roman scorn and hate,
a diadem. Access to his person became diffcult ;
the easbern mode of prostration was exacted of
those who approached him ; and his court was fill-
ed with eastern ceremonies. Thus were the last
remains of republican manners banished to make
way for pomp and ostentation ; of which the con-
sequence was a great increase of expence. The
quadruple division of the empire rendered the ad-
ministration complicated ; four courts required to
be maintained upon an expensive scale, which led
to a grievous increase of taxation, and o greater
complaints on the part of the subjects than had
been uttered during the administration of the
most dissolute emperors. It is not the occasional
extortion of a despotic and extravagant Sovereign
and his dominions, which exhausts a country,so
mueh as the steady, unrelazed, over exactions of
a regular and firm government. The extortions
of the former fall upon the rich; the demands of
_the latter grind down the poor, impoverish the
industrious multitude, and destroy public proe-
perity at its source.
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In the twentieth year of his reign, Diocletian
repaired to Rome with Maximian, and celebrated
‘a trinmph, to commemorate the various victories
which had been obtained during their administra-
tion. It was less magnificent than that of Aure-
iian and Probus; but it is remarkable as having
been the last. From the foundation of the city,
the Romans reckoned three hundred triumphs for
victories gained over their enemies. Those martial
pageantries had wourished and rewarded the va-
lour which subdued the world; but the warlike
spirit of the Romans was now burnt down to the
gocket, and the spirit-stirring triumphs ceased.
vear after this spectacle, Diocletian assembled hig
court in the plains of Nicomedia, and voluutarﬂy
abdicated his throne.. He retired to a place he
“had built a$ Salona, and spent the last nine years

“of his life in strict retirement. is declining
years were, however, embittered with many disap-
pointments. The new plan which he traced for
the government of the empire, proved the source
of discord and war; the favourites he had raised
to power became ungrateful ; and after hunting his
wife and danghter, who were Christian converts,
like wild beasts through the provinces, brought
them to a miserable end. Nor is it impossible that
remorsé for the injuries he had inflicted upon the
innocent Christians, may have filled tle close of
his life with bitter reflections.

Diocletian abdicated the throne 4. ». 305 ; from.
that date to the year 323, that is, during eigh-
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teen vears, and more especially during the first

nine years, the empire presented a scene of con-
fusion and desolation similar to that which mark-
ed the era of Cmsar and Pompey. The cause of
diseord is distinetly to be traced to the division of
power among four emperors, which had been made
by Diocletian. Maximian, his colleague, having
been likewise obliged to abdicate, the two Cesars,
Galerius and Constantius assumed the supreme
command, Galerius appointed two of his relatives
Cmsars, while Constantius elevated his son, Con-
stantine, to that dignity. The next year Copstan-
tius expired in the city of Vork; and his son as-
sumed the higher dignity of Augustus. The son
of the abdicated monareh Maxzimian also came on
the theatre of action; and Maximian himself,
though now at a very advanced age, became a can~
didate for the empire ; so that there were, ati'one
and the same time, six emperors, each at the head
of a powerful army, and snxious for the destruc-
tion of all their rivals. It would be idle to waste
the attention of the reader by a detail of the vari-
ous plots and engagements of these contending
princes ;—suffice it therefore to say, that four of
them perished within'nine years of the retirement
of Diocletian, leaving in the year 314, but two
competitors for the supreme power, Constantine
and Licinius, who soon after came to an accom-
modation, and divided the empire between them,
the former ruling in the West, and the latter in
the East. Disputes broke out between them,
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however, in the year 824, and a great baitle was
fought at Chrysopolis, now Scutari, in which Lici-
nius was completely overthrown. Constantine
spared his life and allowed him to retire into pri-

vacy with an ample fortune ; but the lust of power

leading him =zgain to mingle in political affairs;
Constantine put him to death, and became sole
monarch of the Roman empire.

The most important events of this period, were
the ‘final persecution of Christianity, and then its
establishment as the religion of the state. These
events, the effects of which stretch even to the pre-
sent time, were crowded into the short period of
twenty-one years. The professors of Christianity,
aswe have already narrated, had now been subject-
ed during three centuries to successive persecu-
tions ; but the religion of Christ, so far from being
crushed by the opposition of the public authorities,
had tramed fresh strength from every obstacle; and
its converts, increasing in mumber with every
year, now formed the majority of the subjects of

the empire. The ministers of the gospel had gra-
dually applied themselves to the studies which
form a generous edueation, and many of them
were among the most distingnished scholars of
their time ; though it must be confessed, that the
mixture of heathen philosophy with the doctrines
“of the gospel, served in no small degree to destroy
~ the simplicity of divine truth. The internal eco-

 nomy of the Cbristian Church had also acqmred ‘

a form and COﬂblbbellC‘}, which vndely differed
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. :
~ from the simple model of the apostles. During
" the forty years which preceded the last persecu-
tion, the Christians bad enjoyed a degree of re-
- pose, which they had never experienced before ;
their number was greatly augmented ; they were
introduesd into various subordinate public offices, .
and even into the imperial household ; and the
army was filled with Christian officers and soldiers.
Instead of the private houses to which their wor-
ship had been in a great measure confined, they
were emboldened to build spacious churches in
_some of the principal cities of the empire. They
had now grown into an immense body, not by tak-
ing up arms to defend themselves against the uu-
just persecution of their enemies, but by adhering
to the sublime rule of their divine Saviour, of sub-
mitting to evil, rather than resisting it. ~ The hea-
then priests could not fail to perceive that idpla-
try tottered to its base; that the shrines of' their
gods were deserted ; and that unless some united
effort, more vigorous than any which had been
employed before, could be made to overthrow the
Christian faith, the idolatrous system, on which
they depended for their power and profit, must
inevitably be annihilated. They found a willing
agent in Galerius, the brutal associate of the em-
peror. Diocletian had during the first eighteen
years of his reign granted an entire toleration to
the Christians; and they had even proceeded to
erect a magnificent church in the vieiniby of his
“imperial residence ab Nicomedia. “Galerius prace
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tised every art to inflame him agamst the (,hm&-
tlans, and at length prevailed on him to joinin -
the work of persecution. Suddenly an ediet hos-
tile to the Christians, was promulgated through -
the city, o.D. 303 : the soldiers hastened to de-
molish the cathedral ; and this became the sig-
nal for the universal demolition of the Christian
churches throughout the Roman world. Other
edicts, each increasing in severity, were subse-
quently enacted, by which the books of the Chris-
tians were sought after and burnt; they them-
selves were subjected fo the most excruciating bor-
tures which the ingenuity of man eould devise;
and, that none might escape, every person who
brought a suit in a eivil court was obliged to sa-
~erifice to an idel, upon an altar placed for this pur-
pose at the entrance of the court. All the pre--
vious persecutions were partial in their range;
but this extended over the whole empire, except
in the provinces of Gaul, Spam, and Britain, which
were governed by Constantius. Other persecutions
had arisen from the feeling of hate in the minds
of the heathen; this was begun and carried on
with the avowed determination of eradicating
Christianity from the world. For eight years un-
der Galerius, and two under his successor, the
fires of persecution ceased not to blaze through the
provinces of the empire; and tens of thousands
- perished in the severest bodily tortures. Gale-
" rius, the author of these calamities, being brought
o the brink of the grave in the year 311, by the
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operation of & most loathsome disease, issued at
lengbh an order to stay the persecution, and fo res-
fore liberty to the Christians; thousands of whom
were now seen to crowd the public roads return- -
ing from their exile, and singing songs of gratis
tude to Jehovah, their greab deLverm' This was:
the last expiring effbrt of the heathen, to root out
the religion of the gospel by persecntion. We
need scarcely say, that Christianity triumphed on
this, 28 on former occasions, over all the euorts of
ity enemies, -
Constantine, the son of Constantius, had been
educated in a love of Christian truth, by bis mo-
ther, the pious Helena; but #hile he possessed
only & iimited and precarious anthority, his efforts
~ for the relief of the Christians were necessarily
partial. In the vear 812, bowever, after he had
conquered his rival Maxentius, he and his col-
league Liciniug, granted the Christians, by a public
edict, full power fo live after their own laws. Itis
supposed that, about this time also, he embraced
Christianity himself, and contracted a hatred forthe
idols of the heathen. His exertions in behalf of
the Christians became more and more direct apd
evergetic, till ab length, in the year 324, upon the-
defeat and death of his eolleague Licinius, whe
had endeavoured to dethrone him, he published
various edicts making. Cnmmmty the established
religion of the Pdmm empire, and giving up to
“the Christians the deserted temples of the gods.
‘»armus motives have been asmgned to Oomtwng
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tine for this act, the most momentous in its con-
sequences, of any which had transpired since Cee-
sar overturned the republic. Perbaps his motives
were of a mixed character. That he firmly believ-
ed the great tyuths of Christianity, and wished to
give them the weight of public authority, there
can be no doubt; and ome motive may possibly
have been his attachment fo the truth. Buta
politic prince like Constantine must also bave
found sufficient motives of worldly policy to direct
him to the same course. e was swayed doubt-
less by the considerabion, that the Christians now
formed the majority of his subjects. He could
not have been indifferent to the wonderful events
whieh had passed under his own observation. He

had seen the whole weight of the Roman empire .

brought forward to erush the Christian faith ; and
he had seen that faith come forth invigorated
from. the severe trial. e must have perceived
that all the ancient systems of religious worship
had been in close alliance with the state, notin
opposition to it ; that the influence of religion had
been wielded by the same hands which wielded the’
destinies of the state; and that the dirsetors of the
civil polisy of each kingdom were in many cases
the chief ministers of religion. Bus in reference
to the Christians, he beheld a vast body of men,
scatbered over the whole empive, but united to

ach other in the firm bonds of a common faith,
whose religion was to his apprehension, totally
disconnected from the state. He found them go-
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verned by their own laws, and under the direction
of a hierarchy with whose appointment the civil
anthorities had no interference. While he felt
convinced that this growing body would speedi-.
iv destroy the remnants of idolatry, he could niob
but perceive that the emperor had no influence
over i, but in reference to civil matters. He
determined therefore to incorporate Christianity
with the state, and to give it the ascendancy over
every other ereed, on condition that he should be
placed at the head of the Chureb. Christianity
was accordingly made the law of the land ; the
Christians had a preference given them in regard
of all offices, civil and military ; and Cons’tantimé
assumed the chief place in the Christian commu-

~inity, and issued edicts for destroying the temples

of the heathen, and prohibifing sacrifices. And
it is o remarkable fach, that while Chmstiamw

“made its way triumphantly through three cen-
-turies of the most deadly persecutions to which

any religion has ever been exposed, ‘cne hun-
dred years afier the support of “Government had

" heen withdrawn from the Roman idolatry, it

disappeared from the face of the earth, and ha@s
never since been able to rear its head.

The forty years of repose which the Chr 1¢’sians‘had
enjoyed before the last persecution, had given rise
to various errors of doctrine, to dissensions, to strife
for pre-eminence, and to spiritual sloth. All these
vices were aggravated and confirmed, by the al-
liance between the church and the state cemented
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by Constantine. The possession of worldly pow-
or, wealth, and honour, destroyed the genuine
spirit of the gospel, and introduced those radicsl
corruptions into the Chureh, which ended in the
gloom of the dark ages, during which Christianity
appeared anything bub the holy, spotless religion
which Christ deliversd to men ; and ib was not till
twelve hundred years after the age of Constautine,
that, at the glorvious period of the reformation, it
was refined from its dross and began to appear
again in its original lustre. The religion which had
withstood the storms of so many persecutions lost
jts purity in the sunshine of worldly prosperity.
Although therefore the establishment of Chris-
tianity by Constantine was a signal triumph over
the idolatry of the ancient world, yeb we cannot
but join in the exclamation of the greatest poet
of modern Italy :¢ O Constantine of how many
evils has not thy fatal gift been the parent i
Constantine, when he became sole emperor, Wa
in his thirty-fifth year, prudent in council, inde-
fatigable in business, bold in war. He reigned
alone after the destruction of all his rivals, thir-
v, 524 to 337, aud intro-

feen years, from 4.
duced the most momentous changes into the go-
vernment of the empire. Among these, we have al-
ready spoken of his establishment of the Chris-
tian religion. Partly in connection wibh this
change, parily thab the residence of the emperor
might be nearer to the scene of danger from the
irruptions of the barbariaus on the Danube, and
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of the Persians on the Euphrates, he removed the
qea!; of government from Rome to Byzantium, on
the site of which he erected a city, which conti-
_ nues to be called after him, Constantinople. It is
difieult to decide, whether the city of Constan-
ine, or that of Alexander the Great, be most ad-
vantageously situated for empire and commerce.
Constantinople, placed on the confines of Burope
and Asia, with the Fusine sea on one side, and
the Mediterranean on the other, appears to be
formed by nature for the capital and centre of &
great empire. Constantine proceeded in solemn
procession to lay the foundation of this city, des-
 tined to be the mistress of the East. The resour-
¢ces of the empire were at his command, and a
. magnificent city adorned with splendid palaces,
© with baths, with public cffices, seminaries, and
ahove all with Christian churches, arose on the
 banks of the Bosphorus, as if by the wand of &
magician. To eontribute to its embellishmens,
other cities were strxpped of their paintings and
‘sculptme‘z the works of the immortal masters of
Greece ; while the noblest buildings in the empire
‘were pulled down, to contribute their columns
- and intablatures of exquisite workmanship. Great
~ privileges were held out to settlers; the senators
were invited from Rome; and the same im-
wunities which had been successively bestowed
. on the old, were granted to.the new capital. The
erection of Constantinople, and the removal to it
of the Court, gave a blow to the importance and
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dignity of the eternal city; as Rome was ‘callﬂeci;g

" wwhich it never recovered

Constantine in his new residence, far removed
from all the recollectivns of the Roman Republic,
completed those changes in the government which:
Diocletian bad begun. He divided the Roman
empire afresh, throwing all the provinces into
four prefectures; the prefectures into dioceses;
the dioceses into provinces. He multiplied the
officers of his court, and like Diocletian laid
aside the simplicity of the Rowan purple, for the
splendours of an eastern monarch. For this ex-
pensive system of government, new taxes were

invented, and the old improved ; the land tax was

collected with more regularity and severity ; im»
posts were levied upon articles of trade, and a
vew revenue was created by the obstruction of
commerce ; while the voluntary offerings which
had been made to the emperors, were converted
into a permanenb cess. So decided were the
changes which he introduced, that the empire:no
longer appeared the same,

As Constantine was now the head not only of the
state but of the churchalso, he proceeded toremodel
it, 50 asto suib the system of policy which he had
established in the civil government. The four pre-
iates of Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, and Alex-
andriz, were raised in dignity above their bre-
thren, and styled paériorchs ; affer these came
exarchs, who had the spirifual charge of severa
vrovinces. In a lower grade werethe metropali-
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funs, who ruled over a- single provmee and unde;
them in regular gradation, the archbishops and
~ bishops. Over the whole church the emperor } him--
self presided ; and it was not long before an op-
portumty was afforded him of exercmmg his eon-
trolling power.
During the three preceding centumes, various
heresies had grown up in the Christian Church,
~ through the depariure of its professors from the
integrity of the doctrine delivered in the New Tes-
tament, and the corruption of its purity by the
introduction of & false philesophy. Some have
reckoned up nearly two hundred heresies within
this period ; but the great body of Christians con-
tinued firm in their atbachment o the fundamental
. truths of the goopel.. About the beginning of the ,
 fourth century, soon after the close of the last per- S
secubion, Arius of Alexandrm, pmmulvated some
_heterodox opinions regarding the divinity of Chmat, e
which were embraced by many of the prelates. A
schism was thus introduced into the church, whick
long continued to destroy its peace, and which led
‘to mutual persecutions of the most violent and dis-
‘graceful character. In order, if possible, to-heal"
these dissensions, Constantine convened, by his own
imperial authority, a general council of bishops and :
_ others at Niee,in Bithynia. The prelates, travelling
- ab the public expense, hastened from the most -
distant parts of the empire to this city. The as-
~ sembly was opened by Constantine in person, who
L o esided at its dehberatmns, and gave the sane»zon; i
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- oic hne imperial authori
question regarding the dlvxmty of Chris was warm..
iy @e}mhed the orthcdox triumphed over their
fxdversanas, and a creed ealled the Nicene creed,

‘r"bo its decisions, The

swas drawn up, in which were embodied the doc- '

trines of Christian truth, as believed by the ma-
jority of the council, Those who subscribed it,
continued in the emperor’s favour ; those who re-
jected it, were banished.

The empire during the fourfeen years of Con-
stantine’s sole reign enjoyed greab tranguillity,
‘and was disturbed only by one war with the Goths,
which terminated favourably for the Romans. Bub
although there was much splendour, and even vi- -
gour, in the admmxstmtmn of Constantine, the
mnpue« was silently yielding to decay ; and those

yirtues mhxch could alone have preserved if, were

. gradually unﬁermmed by luxury and effeminacy.
The latter: years of Constantine were stameﬁ N
= :mon«v other crimes, with the mm&er of his inno- .
cent son. He died 4. D. 887, at the age of sixby-
~ four, near Nicowedia. He is among the few men to -
- whose lot it has fallen to accomplish a mighty re--
‘volution in human affairs, and to give birth o
changes of whmh the effects are felt; toa dmmm’

age.




‘ . SECTION 5. ,
taenithe, Consteitins, and‘Ooézsi‘csrrea%.]ful—[dii "
; ditivn, and Tived of Chisiundty-—d ovign— Vadenti-

iz and Vidows—TIrruption of the Goths—Gration—Thes:
dostas the Greai— Valentinien the Second—Findl Division
‘of the Binpire—State of Ohwisticnity dn the Fourtl Century.
Constantine left three sons, Constantine, Con-
gtantius, and Constaus, the eldest twenty-one, the
youugest, seventeen; and also a numerous family
of relatives. These youths who had been bred in
the lap of luxury, though totally unworthy to suc-
ceed so great a prince as Con stantine, were elevated
to the throne by their father’s will and the voice
of the troops, and commenced their reign by &
perfidious inassacré of all their relatives, except
their two cousins, Gallus and Julian. They then '
~proceeded to divide the empire among each other;
Constantine obfained the new capital, the adja-
cent provinces, and a certain pre-eminence in
“pank ; Consténtius received Thrace and the East:
Constans, Italy, Africa and Western Illyricam.

Three years however had scarcely elapsed befors.

Constantine, complaining that he had received an
* inadequate share of territory, marched againsh

his brother Constans, but was defeated and slain ;

on which Constans, added the whole of his do-
minioné to his own, excluding his elder Bmthéﬁ
from all share in the spoil. He continued to go-

vern two-thirds of the Roman world for ten years,
 with little credit to himself or advantage to his
 subjects, and in the year 350 was slain by one of
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his own generals, Magnentins, who assumed the
purple, and sent to Constantius, to »pmp%e a
equal division of the empire. The proposal was
rejected with scorn ; and it became necessary to
zettle the dispute wn:h the sword. The troops on
both sides met in the plains adjacent to Mursa, 2
-¢ity in Hungary, and a battle of nnusual fury en-
sued ; in which, ‘though Constantius lost the
flower of his veteran army, the usurper was de-
feated. He fled from the field of action, and re-
“cruited his troops, but finding success hopeless,
fell on his own sword, and expired. Constantius
now became sole master of the Roman empire,
A n, 853, seventeen years after Lhe deabh of hu
fafhér. j ; S
' His reign, from his first accession to powerg
4. D. 387, to the period of his death, 861, was dis-
“tinguished by constant hostility with Sapor, ‘the
‘powerful king of Persia; whose efforts were dxreci—,
ed to the recovery of the five provinces east of the
Twms which Galerins had wrested from the king-
~dom forty years before. Nine successive battles
were fough’s wabh various 5uCcess ; t;he strong ity
of l‘xmbm, was ab one time beﬁleued by Sapor
with ’gxea‘n vigour, but he was repulsed with igno=
miny'; the city of Amida; however, affer an obsbi-
nate defence of seventy-three days, fell into his
‘bands and was reduced to ashes. The capture ;
_cost him thirty thousand of his best tmops, and
camtramed himto give up the idea of penetratmﬂ '
farther mﬁo the Roman temtomesu i
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“The actsof Constantius after he became sole em-
peror, are little worthy of vecord. He promoted
#is cousin Gallus to the post of Cwesar, and then
put him to death on account of his presumptmn.
e visited the ancient capital bub once during his '
veign jandas a memorial of his visit bestowed on
it an obelisk, consisting of a single block of mar~
_ ble 115 feet in length, which had once adorned

the temple of the sun in Egypt, and had been
brought from thence ab an immense ekpence of
labour and money. During his conflict with
Magnentius, he bad invited the barbarous Ger-
maos to settle in Gaul, on their engaging to op-
pose that usurper; hut he found it far easier to
invite, than to expel them. With the. view of get-
fing rid of these intruders, he appointed his cousin
Julian to command in Gaul. Julian, commonly
known by the name of the Apostate, Was a young
man of eminent abilities and great subtilty, who
endeavoured to form his character after the model
of the ancient heroes. That which has given cele-
brity to his name, however, is the peculiar hatred
he manifested to the Clristian religion.. His exer-
tions in Gaul were eminently successful; he not
only expelled the barbarians who had settledin it,
bub in three eampaigns crossed the Rhine and car-
ried the war into their own country. Constanfius
at length became jealous of his renown, and or-
dered him to send a number of his best regiments
%o the East to join him. The troops refused to
move, and demanded that Julian should assume
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the purple. Constantius no sooner heard of this
revolt of the troops, and of the elevation of his
cousin, than he prepared his troops for action.
Julian marched with incredible speed to meet him ;
and the two armies wanted but a few days’ march
to come in sight of each other, when Constantius
was carried off by a fever in Cilicia, nfter & reign
of twenty-four years.
. Julian was immediately acknowledged emperor.
His reign, which lasted but twenty months, was
distingnished by his atbempt to restore idolatry
and root out Christianity, and by his Persian
~campaign. His hatred of Christianity, in which
* he had been educated, knew no bounds, and he
spared no pains to eradicate it. If he did not re-
‘kindle the fires of persecution, it was simply be-
cause of the ill success which had attended all the
attempts of former emperors, to put down Chris-
tianity by force. He expelled the Christians from
all offices of state, took away their lands, and ex-
cluded their children from the schools of elegant
literature ; while at the same time he employed -
his pen during his brief reign in writing against
them. Out of spite to the Christians, he also in-
vited the Jews to re-build their temple at Jerusa-
lem; bubt the attempt proved abortive. He was
* led to engagé in the Persian war, partly torevenge
the injuries which Sapor had inflicted on the Ro-
mans, .and partly by a wish to rival the exploits
of Alexander the Great, Contrary to the adyice
of his best generals, he burnt- his fleet after he had
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crossed the Tigris, and penetrated into the enemy’s
gountry, under the conduect of a deserher whose
object was to betray him. . As he was passing
throngh a dangerous defile, the Persian cavalry
fell upon his troops, and he himself was killed by
an arrow, not far from the spot which had proved
0 fatal to Crassus four centuries before. ,
The position of the Roman army was now peri-
lous in the extreme. Without provisions or
guides, ab a long distance from their own froutier,
surrounded on all sides by a vigilant and bold
enemy, there seemed little chance of escape. The
day after the death of Julian, the troops elected
Jovian emperor, 2 man of unimpeachable morals
and piebyf Under his command, the trooparetreated,
though with extreme difficulty, to the bank of the
Tigris,. followed by the victorious army of Sapor..
An attempt to cross the stream having prqved", 8
ineffectual, Jovian listened to the “proposals of
the Persian monarch, and consented to relinquish
the five disputed provinces, as the price of safety
for his army. This was the first instance in which
the Romans during a thousand years had relin-
quished by compulsion azy province which had
been incorporated with their dominions; and the
degradation was bitterly fels thronghout the em-
pire. But the disgrace inthis case does not attach
"to Jovian, who saved a Roman army from anpi-
hilation, by the sacrifice of provinces which it
was no longer possible to preserve, but to Julian,
 who hed madly engaged in this fatal expedition.
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- Jovianwasa Christian; during his short reign of
~eight months, Christianity again became the ‘pre-
dominant creed, and to use the words of an his-
torian hostile to Christianity, “ as soon as the
smile  of royal patronage was withdrawn, the
genius of paganism, which had béen fondly raised
and cherished by ‘the arts of Julian, sunk irrevo-
cably in the dust.”?

After the death of Jovian, a. ». 364, the Ro-
man world remained ten days without a master,
when Valentinian, an able general, and a Chris-
tian, was elected. He immediately nominated his
brother Valens his colleague, to whom he allotted

~the Bast, with Constantinople for his residence,
reserving for himself the western provinees of the
empire, with Milan as the seat of his government.

The city of Rome had now ceased to be inhabit-

ved, and was searcely even visited, by the emperors.

Valentinian governed for twelve years, from 364
to 376, with vigour and prudence. He was a man
of great courage and talent, and was engaged dur-
ing his whole reign, in repelling the inroads of
the barbarians along the entire Buropean frontier
of the Roman empire. Though cruel by nature,
he granted a universal toleration in religious mat-

ters to all his subjects, both heathen and Chris-

tian, Arian and orthodox.  The basest act of hisg
reign was the murder of his faithful and able
general Theodosius, through whose talents he had
recovered Britain and Africa. He died while en-
gaged in an expedition against the barbarians, and
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%eft the throme of the Wesbﬁto' his son Gratian,
then seventeen, a youth of mild and amiable man-
‘mers, who shared his government with his infant
brother Valentinian, usually called the Second.
Meanwhile events of the deepest importance to
the Roman empire arose in the dominions of
Valens. The Goths under their renowned king
Hermanric, were in quiet possession of the coun-
try which stretched from the Baltic to the Euxine
" sea, when a sudden irruption of the Huns, a new
race of savages, changed the aspect of affairs, and
hastened the downfal of the Roman Empire. The
Tluns were from the wilds of Scythia, a people of
Mogul extraction, of the fiercest aspect, and most
‘barbarous manners, who had already broken in
upon the empire of China. Some internal com-
motion, of which we have no record, drove 2 con-
siderable body of them in search of & new settle-
ment on the north—easternykcorner of Burope, then
inhabited by the Goths. As the Goths were un-
able to stem the tide of this irruption, parb of
{hem submitted to these barbarians; bub the
greater part, convinced that there could be no
safety till the broad Danube was interposed be-
tween them and the Huns, advanced with their
wives, children, and property, to the banks of that
stream, and implored Valens to receive them un-
der the protection of the empire, and to allot them
the vacant lands in Thrace, promising faithfully to
defend that frontier against other barbarians. Va-
lens hesitated long, but at length granted their
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vequest ; and a million of Goths were thug intro.

v . duced into the empire, and disarmed. The manage.

~ment of this multitude, frantic through hunger

and despair, was a task of no common difficulty,
The

~ yeb it was entrusted to th‘e'ba‘sest agents.
wretches whé were appointed to conduet the ar.
- rangements with the Goths, studying orly their
own advantage, sold them the vilest provigions at
enormous . prices, deprived them of their wealth,
their property, and finally of their daughters, whotn
the Goths were obliged to sell into prostitution to
" procure food.  Exasperated to madness by this
treatment, starving as they were amidst the wealth

~and plenty of a luxuriant province, they deter.
- mined at length to seek for revenge. Their na-

tional banner was unfurled, their troops embodied,

éﬁ& they came to battle with their oppressors, and

gained the victory. The fertile fields of Thrace

were: speedily blighted with devastation: and

Valens, roused at length to a sense of his danger,
~ determined to combat the million of ‘strangers
~whom he had incautiously admitted into the bo.’
som of the empire. An indecisive batile was fought
~ at Salices ; the Goths invited across the Danube
a fresh swarm of their owa nation ; and a portion
of the Huns also hastened to share in the plunder
of the empire. Valens marched out of Constan-
tinople to encounter‘this Lost, and though en-

{treated to wait for the auxiliaries which his nephew .

Gratian was bringing up, rushed headlong into

 action on the plains of Adsianople. The Boman

~
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army was entirely routed two~th1r&s af the f:roops
fell on the field of battie, and Valens himself was
sl ~ Such a defeat, and so great a carnage, the

Romans had not expemenced since the battle of

o Cmmae The provinces of the East were now at the

merey of these barbarians ; and they laid siege to
the cities of Adrianople and Constantinople, but to
take a fortified city was beyond their skill. They
were obliged therefore to content themselves with
desolating the districts, which lay between the
shores of the Euxine and the confines of Italy.
- Gratian was on his way to relieve his uncle, when
he heard of the fatal issue of the battle of Adria~
nople. Consulting the public welfare; rather than
“his private ‘interest, he. raised to the throne of
Valens, Theodosms, a Spa.mmd by birth ; “who,
‘though then living i in obscurity, was known to be

. aman of the most exalted merit. To him he com-

mitted the arduous government of the Fast, Whﬂe

" hereserved for himself the provinces of the West

. Theodosius conducted the Gothic war with the
greatest prudence and success. The late defeat
had broken the spirit of the Roman froops. In
~ order to inspire them with confidence, the emperor
always avoided a battle, seized every opportumty K
%o harass the barbarians, to cut off their sup-
plies, and to sow discord among them ; and four
years after the death of Valens, the Goths were.
brought to submit to the Roman. power. They :

: medmte wanbs were aupphed by a dzsbmbutmn of

“were sebtl ed quietly in the provinces, their im- .
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corn, and their future comforts secured by an
exemption from tribute. Forty thousand of their
Dbravest warriors were received info the Roman
army, and o them was now committed the task
of defending the frontiers of the empire. By
these expedients, the dictate of necessity, not
the result of choice, was the storm, excited by the
irraption of the Goths,, dispelled ;but it was easy
to foresee, that beneath this apparent security lay
the gerin of future commotions, that the welfare

~ of the empire was irretrievably compromised, and

that the swords of the Goths would be turned
against the empire, upon the first change of
weak. for a wise empire.

Theodosius ascended the throne in the year 379.
Gratian, his benefactor, continued to govern the
West for four years,but he estranged the minds
of his subjects and his troops, by. his inattention to
public business, and his fondness for the chase..
e made Paris his capital. In the fourth year of
bis reign, Maximus, who commanded the' troops
i Britain, marched against him, and pub him to
death.  Mazimus, who, like the great Theodosius,
was a native of Spain, sent to inform him of the
success of his arms, and to request that he might
be permitted to retain Gaul, Spain and Britain.
Theodosius thinking his own dominions in the
east sofficiently large, acceded to his request, on
condition that he should confine himself to the
countries beyond the Alps, and that Valentinian
the Second, the younger brother of Gratian, should
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enjoy the dmmmon of Italv, Africa, anci Western

Zlyriom, If Maximus had contented himself with
these ample domains, he might have re1gned in
peace ; but he coveted those which had been allot- ‘

*, ted to Valentinian, crossed the Alps, and captured

Milan the capital, more however by treachery
than by valour. The young ewperor fled, and
all Italy submitted to the usurper. Theodosius
finding that no treatxes could bind Maximus, march-
" ed against him with 2 large force composed chiefly
of the Goths and Hung who had been received in-
to pay, and trained in the Roman discipline. Maxi-
mus was defeated and perished. Theodesius, thus
master of the world, would have been excusable
had he retained the entire sovereignty in his own
“hands 3 but he acted a nobler part, and seating
Valentiniau on the throne at Milan, restored to him
~ all the territories which Maximus had wrested from
g hzm Before the young emperor, Bowever, had |
attained his twentieth year, he was murdered by his
own general of cavalry, A, . 392, and Theodosius
from  this penod beeame sole emperor. His con-
duet was in every instance wise, pmden‘o and
honourable. If on one oceasion he ylelded to the
impulse of revenge, on the revolt of the noble city
of Thessalonica, and put many thousands of the
eitizens to death he manifested deep and singere
repentance. The prineiples of Christian truth

were firmly rooted in his mind, and brought forth

Yhe mosh samsfaetory fruit. He defende& the empire,
fsurro*wded as it was mth mnumerable foes, more
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by his wisdom than by actual war. He arrested
£or a time the rapid progress of decay, in the moul-
dering empire of the Casars; and if, in imitation of
the example of Gratian in his own case, he had
bequeathed the sceptre to the most worthy, the
fabric of Roman grandeut might still have been
preserved for some time longer. But with paternal
weskness he appointed as his successors his own
two sons Arcadius and Honorius, youths brought
up in luxury, and unfit for the throne. Haying
bestowed the empire of the East on Arcadius, and
that of the West on Honorius, he died in the year
395, three years after he had became sole emperor.

The genius of Rome expired with Theodosius.

He was the last monarch who ruled over the whele

Roman empire; the last who led the Roman armies
into the feld. The empire which he divided among
his sons, was never re-united. Within seventy
years after this event, the Western empire, overrui

Dby the barbarians of the north, was broken up inte’

fragments, and the ground-work was laid of the

present European monarchies ; while the Easters .

empire at Constantinople continued to drag on an
inglorious existence for a thousand years.

The history of the Christian church during the
period which elapsed between the establishment of
the faith by Constantine, and the final division of
the empire, is sufficiently gloomy. The smiles of
power fostered a tone of worldly mindedness with-
in the church, totally incompatible with the spirib
of the gospel ; its dignitaries became proud, lusu-
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rions and haughty ; and the }uxury dxsplayed in
the household of ‘Damasus, bishop of TRome, was
esceeded only bv that of the imperial court, and
afforded a pernicious example to other ecclesiasties.
Vamaus heresies sprung up, particularly in the
East, in thas rank soil which gave hirth to almost
all the wild religious speculations of that age.
Bub the most popular and pernicious heresy of
this century was that of Arius; and as the secular
power was now employed to uphold or extermi-
nate religious opinions, a savage character was
given to the dissensions oceasioned by this schism.
Some of the emperors espoused the doctrines of
s, and raised such persecutions agaiust the

orthodos, as to recall the memory of the last pagan
-persecutions. Others, again, embraced the Nicene
‘creed, and used every effort to root oub Arianism,
Theodosius the. Great, in pacticalar, applied him-
self so strenuously to this object, as almost to era- .
dicate Arianism, from the Bast. To the shame 0?

¢he Christians was it asserted by their enemies,
that when they ceased to be persecuted by the
heathen, they turned their rage against one an-
other.

This age was also wmaried by a very general
departure from the doctrines of the New Testa-
ment.  The spxrvt of the gospel was smothered .

nder a load of idle ceremonies ; and those errors
which rob Christianity of its divine energy had

already discovered themselves in thisearly period.
To these we shall not advert at present, but. as

Part IT. G
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we proceed down the stream of history, notice
_ them more distinetly when they become matured

into general practice. In fact, by the close of the
fourth eentury, Christianity had become so cou-
pletely disfigured by human inventions, of which
the object was, not to promote the glory of God,
but to secure power and riches to its ministers,
that little of its original features could be discern-
ed. Yet were there not wanting, even in that de-
generate age, men who boldly professed the trutb,
defended and illustrated it by their writings, and
of whom many adorned it by their practice. Atha-

* nasius, the great champion of the orthodox creed ;
. Ambrose, who. refused to admib to the sacrament

the great Theodosius, in consequence of the wan-
ton massacre of Thessalonica ; the eloquent Gre-
gory ; the learned Jerome ; Basil, justly surnamed
the Great ; Chrysostom, a man of the noblest geni-
us ; Lactantius, the purest Latin writer among the
fathers, and the far renowned Augustin, shed a
lustre over the Christian church of the fourth cen-

bury. ‘

Christianity fostered by the power and influence
of the emperors, spread rapidly through the em- -
pire. The cause of idolutry became daily more and
more hopeless; the altars were deserted, and the
heathen sacrifices ceased. Yet amidst this gene-
ral defection, onme body, and that the highest of
that age, the Roman senate, still continued to pro-
fess heathenism. But in the year 388, in a full
meéting of its members, Theodosius, the emperor,
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pub the quebtmn. Whether the worship of Jupiter

or that of Christ should be the relmon of the

Romans ? On a regular division, Jupiter was con-

demned, and the Christian faith was adopted, by

the successors of Seipie, and Ceesar, and Sicerc.
The senate proceeded farther to proseribe gener ai-
ly the worship of idols; and thus the superstitions
of heathenism, of which for siz huandred years the
Yoman senate had been the chief stay, now re-
ceived their death blow from that body. It was
in this century, also, that the distant regions of
Ethiopia and Georgia received the gospel.  In
Gaul, the venerable Martin, bishop of Tours, la-
boured with great success in the conversion of the
natives. The Goths were the first of the German
nations which embraced the doctrines of Christ;
bub though the rays of divine truth first dawned
on them during the preceding century, it was nct
ti11 after they had crossed the Danube in the reign
of Vulens, that Christianity became their national
oreed. - This was brought about partly through
the command of that emperor, but chiefly through

hilas

the exertions of the justly celebrated Ulphilas,

thieir bishop, who prepared a translation of the

Seriptures in their tongue, in a character which
he had invented for that purpose. '
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CHAP. VIII.
A D, 895—814.

EPOCH SIXTH :(—TROM THE DISSOLUTION OF THE ROMAN EM-
PIRE TO THE DEATH OF CHARLEMAGNE.

Szer 1.

Tity of the Roman Empire broken—The Western Enpire—
Provinces allotled to the Western and Bustern Empire—2
norius—Stilicho—Irruption of the Goths wnder Alaric—
Fiigiit of Honorius— Battle of Pollentia— Defeat of Alarie
-—Ravenna mode the Capiiel—Irruption of the Alons, the
Sueri and Burguedians—thetr defeat—Stilicho muwrdered

by Honorius—Alaric invades ftaly . and besieges fome three
times—Sack of Roie by the Goths— Progress of the Goths, the
Burguadians ard Suevi—Siate of Guul—of Brituin— Decih
of Honorius— Valensinian the ITT.—.Etius and Bonifyee—
Genserie invades and conguers A frica—Reappearance of the
Tuns under Atilla—He pours down on Gawl— Baitle of

SN

Chalons—Defeat of the Huns—Foundation of Vewi

Atilla wmarches against Rome—Iis retreni and Deaili-—

Valentinion murders Siilicho—Generic plunders Rome—
e lasi wine Emperovs— Adugustulus—LEztinétion of the

¥

Bnpive by Odoccer.

The course of history which has for several cen-
tnrtes moved in the individual current of the Ro-
man~ empire, will. now branch out into. various
streams.  From the firsb conquests of the Romans
evond the limits of ILtaly, to the death of the last
sole emperor Theodosius, for six hundred years,
the History of Rome was the History of the
World.  The unity of that magnificent empire 1§
now broken ; and from its fragments we perceive
the gradual formaticn of various kingdoms, = We
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Lave now bo brace the swarming of the Germanie
hive, the irruption and settlement of the porthern

‘barbariansin the European provinges of the empire,

who founded upon the ruins of Roman grapdeur
the modern monarchies of Caristendom. ~ With sy
wide a prospect before us, we shall be eonstrained
to avoid detail, and passing more rapidly from emi-
nence to eminence, to dwell only oa the more pro-
minent points of Modern History. l

The division whieh Theodesius made of the Ho-
man empirs, was final. Bub though the Eastern
Empire gradually contracted in its limits, subsist-
ed for more than a thousand years after the se-
pararion, while that of the west was extinguished
within a hundred years of that event, it is thislas-
ter branch whith claims superior importance. It
embraces the history of Modern Europe, and the
progress of thos~ tribes, who, issuing from the
north in a state of the wildest bmbaris‘mh, have
astained, through the refinement of learning and
civilization, and the elevation of Christian morais,
the furemost station in the world. To the yevo-
lutions in the provinces of the Western Empire,
therefore, will the attention of the reader be more
particularly drawn. In this section we propose
to trace the final struggles of the Roman empire
in the west. : e

The various provinces of the empire were divid~

~ed with great impartiality between the two sons

of Theodosius,  To Arcadius in the gasbt were as-

 signed Thrace, Asia Minor, Syria and Bgypt, Da-
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¢ia and Macedonia. To Honorius in the west,
were allotted, Italy, Africa, Gaul, Spain and Bri-
_ tain, Noricum, Pannonia, and Dalmatia. The
- wealth, population and military strength of each
division were nearly equal. Honorius, a monarch
of the weakest character, ascended the western
throne of the Csars in the year 395, and dragged
on an inglorious reign of twenty-eight years till
the year 423. Stilicho, the son of a batbarous
Vandal, but the master spirit of that period, had
raised himself by his talents in the service of
Theodosius, and was appointed by him the guar-
dian of his two sons. = The division of the empire,
“both in interests and in territory, led him to de-
vote his genius to the service of Honorius, and
- there Wanted not oceasions for its exercise, The :
 Goths, w who, ag we have aiready stated, had cross-
 ed the Danube, and had been settled by the poli- -
ey of Theodosms, in the rovmees south of that
river, no sooner heard nf his’ de&th than they pre=--
 pared to renew their encroachments. Their lead-
er, the bold and artful Alarie, sounded the trampet, .
of war, and the Groths, forsaking the plough, flocked:
~ to his standard.- The more dlst&nt Gloths caught
the notes of war; chthm again poured forth its
hordes ; and the inereasing mass of barbarians
~ rolled down like a torrent on the richest provinces.
. of the Roman empire, Passing through the straits
- of Thermopyle, which had been rendered immor- -
- talby the valour of Lisonidas and his three hundred
: ey spread devastatwn over the “hole ‘
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extent of Greece. Stilicho marched with anarmy
“to repel the invaders, and plockaded their camp;
but Alarie, with his accustomed skill, suddenly
burst through the lines of the besiegers, and
escaped. Meanwhile the weak and foolish minis-
tors of Arcadius, vexed ab the appearance of a
Western army in a province which had been allot-
ted to the Bastern empire, in a moment of insani-
ty, took the barbarian under their protection, and
clothed him with the character of Imperial Gene-
ral in Illyriam. Stilicho, cqnformded at this petty
feeling of jealousy, which could stoop to patronize
even the common enemy of both empires, returned
to Ttaly. Alarie, as might have been expected, used
his new power only to preparé for fresh aggres-
sions, and in the year 4. D. 400, crossed the Alps,
and marched upon Milan, then the residence of
Honorius. . The feeble. emperot abandoned the
defence of Italy to Stilicho, and hastened with a
long train of menials to cross the Alpsand seek a
refuge in Southern Gaul, He had not proceeded
farther than Asta when Alaric came up with, him,
and instantly formed the siege of the city.  Sti-
licho, bent on the safety of Italy and of the empe-
ror, to which he was willing to sacrifice the in-
terests of the more remote provinces, recalled the
troops from the Rhine, from Gaul, and even from
Britain, With these forces he advanced o the.
relief of his master, and surrounding the Goths in
their. own camp, reduced  them to extremities.
Alaric was obliged to give battle, on the plains of
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Pollentia, and was entirely defeated. Stilichs,
- who considered that the departure of this barba-
rous horde could not be purchased at too dear a
price, offered Alaric money; and the Goth, from.
the love of gold and the fear of a second encoun-
ter, agreed to evacuate Italy. Honorius and his
victorious general eutered Rome in triumph A. 1.
404, and were received with acclamations by a
- senate and a people who had not seen their em-
peror more than three times in the previous bun-
. dred'years. Games were celebrated with becomitig
splendour ; and Honorius embraced the opportu-
nity of abolishing. the barbarous combats of gla-
 diators, that remnant of Roman 1dola’crv, which
all-the influence of Chmstxamty had $ill this time,
been unable to eradicate.
~ Honorius had been too sens:blv fmohtened at
Milan, to trust himself again ‘within its- Walls and
determined to seck some. place of greater security.

- shores of the Adriatic, a few nules from the estu-
ary of the Po. This place, which was naturally
“strong through the morasses that surrounded it,
rendered by fortifications the most impregnable
fortress in Italy ; and to this fort, the ignoble
successor of the Cresars, the ruler of the W estern
world retired, and, abandoning the eares of empire
“:'to his ministers, devoted hls life to luxurlant res
i ‘3pose. :
A year or bwo atter tus event, a’ horde of Van
dals Ala s'buew, and Bu vundmn 1ssumg from

He sclected Ravenna, an abscure town, cn the
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the north of Germziny‘ to the number of 400,000,
crossed the Danube, and pursuin& their courss
across the Alps, laid »\‘aate the plains of Italy, and
laid siege to Florence. The trembling inhabitants
again looked for deliverancs to Stilicho ; but the
empire was reduced to such a state of weakness,
that with every effort he conld as semble an army
of only 40000 men. With these he besieged
‘Radagaisus, their chief, in his own camp ; famine
soon began to prey on that vast multitude of bar-
barians'; pestilence followed in its train ; and the
army, reduced to the last extremity, submitted to
Suilicho.  Radagaisug; the leader, was beheaded,
~aund many captives were sold for slaves ; but'a
redmant of nearly 100,000 men, marching west-
ward, fell upon the defencelsss provinces of Gaul,
sacked the most flourishing cities, and turned the
felds into a desert. From this country they never
returned; but-formed a permanent getilementin
‘south eastern Gaul, aid then crossivg the Pyren.
nees, overspread the whole of Spain. From this
event may be dated the separation of the c: ountries
west of the Alps from the dominion of Rome,
‘Phe Court of Honorins at Ravenna was now
sunk into such a depth of profligacy, that at the
mstwatlon of his base flabterers, he consented,
"A.D. 408, to the murder of Stilicho, the hero who
~ had twice saved the empire, the only man capable
of defending it from the dangers which menaced
it. The wurder of this illustrious general and
- statesman, is ome of the few events that has
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' rescued the reign of this poor, weak prince from
oblivion. Alarie, whostill hovered on the confines
of Ttaly, no sooner heard that the great Stilicho
was no more, than dismissing all fear, he rushed
down on the plains of Italy with his ruthless bar-
barians and laid siege to Rome. Rome was still
the first ¢ity in the world It was defended by
walls, twenty-three miles in circumference and
contained a million and a quarter of inhabitants.
Its nobles were still in the enjoyment of bound-
less wealth, and possessed estates in the country,
equal in magnitude to those of the first nobles
in Britain at the present day. For six hundred
‘and seventeen years; since the memorable descent
" of Hannibal, no foreign enemy had ventured to
approsch its fortifications. To this city Alaric
now laid siege. The hanghty ‘patricians were at
st astonished asthe insolence of a barbarian who
had dared to invest the mistress of the world, but
they were soon reduced to humbler thoughts by
the approach of famine. No provisions were per-
mitted to enter the city ; the poor died by thou-
sands of starvation, and their putrid carcases in-
flicted on' the city the horrors of pestilence. The
rich barteréd their gold and jewels for the meanest
food. Driven at 1euohh to despair, the senators
sent to implore thé compassion of ‘Alaric. The
haughty barbarian replied that he would leave
them nothing save their lives; but gradually mi- -
tigating his demands, he agreed to break up his
~eamp and retire, on receiving & sum equal to

E
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sixtysbwo maunds of gold, and three handred and
seventy-five maunds of silver.  With this ransom
he marched from Rome towards Ravenna, and |
en,deai,rou'x’e«i to negotiate with Honorius; but this
pre-emineritly foolish mounarch treated him with
‘such insolence, that Alaric, in 408, again marched
towards Home, took the port of Ostia with all its
granaries, and reduced the inhabitants to . the
briuk of starvasion; but on their consenting tore-.
ceive a sovercignat his hands, he broke up his camp,
and proceeded through the southern previnees of
- Italy, marking his foobsteps with desolation. The
miserable shadow of an emperor whom he had plac-
od on the throne, revolted during bis absence, and
Alarie marched a third time against Rome, A D.
410, and with the aid of the slaves and domestics
ebtained possession of it. “Eleven hundred and -
sizty years afver the foundation of Rome, the im-
“perial city which had subdued and civi‘,lyizag:if‘so””
© large a portion of mankind was delivered to the
licentious fury of the tribes of Seythia and Ger-
many.”” For six days did the barbarians continue
© 1o pl:under the mistx-esé'of ‘the world of whatever
was most valuable in public or private wealth.
Females were delivered up to the brutality of the
troops ; the nobles were reduced to beg their bread 5
the spoils of the world, accumulated in Rowe
during ten centuries, fell into the bhands of the =
savages, and nothing escaped their rapacity but
the Churches of the Apostles. ' : :

After having sacked Rome, i&lé{riéh}aéchg;
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through the south of Ttaly spreadmv havoc and

desolation around, and arrived at the narrow strait

\whu,h divided Ttaly, from Sicily; the point from

whence the Homans had pa%ed over to the con-

quest of Sicily and of the world, in the bloom of
their power. Alaric prepared to embark his troops
for this island, and proposed after he had stripped

‘it of its wealnh ‘to pass inbo Africa and lay waste
its provinces.  But the cold hand of death freezad
the current of his enerprise, while his troops were
in the act-of embarking. . Adolphus his successor,
relinquished the ambitious plan, and ‘marching his
vietorious troops back to the north of Italy, made

 peace with Honorius, macried his sister Placidia,

- and four years after the irruption of Alaric eross-
ing the Alps, settled his Goths in Gaul, where he
establuhed the Visigoth kingdom, which subse-

: qmmt]y extended to Spain, and contmued tﬂi the‘ -
Axrupnon of the. Arabs. L

The feeble empire of Honorius subsxs('eu Only
by sufferance. His aenemls in Bmam, Gaui and’
 Spain revolted ; but as their rebellion was speedily
‘subdued, it would be ‘redundant to detail their
progress in this brief sketch. Our attention must
be more partmula,rlv fixed on the various tribes of
Germanic b’trbarmns, who, invited by the weak-
ness of the empire, poured down like a torrent on

_ the south. We have already stated that the Bur-

: ‘c'undlaus and other barbarians to the number of
100, 000, w hen defeated by Stilicho, crossed the

S, ’l‘he Burgundmns =ettled in the ea:tem di-
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vision of Gaul, and nave their own name , to that”
province, which is still known as Bargundy. The
Suevi, the Alans and the Vandels, wossefi the
Pyrennees, and divided the whole of Spain among

‘them. Spain had enjoyed the most profound tran-

' quhutv for four centuries under the Romans, Se-
veral of itg cities were numbered among the most
illustrious in the Roman world; its manufactures,
trade and agriculture, werein the most flourishing
condition. All these fair fruits of peace and tokens-

.~ of plenty were obliterated, and the country turned
into a desert. To expel them, Honorius enlisted

~ Adolphus, the Gothie successor of Alaric, in his
service, and made over to him the southern dis-
tricts of Gaul. He established his capital at

Narbonne, from whenee it was subsequently re.

moved to Thoulouse. ‘Adolphus was murdered by

- an assassiny after one intermediate reign, W o
_was raised to the throne. He rnade ar on the

barbarian invaders of Spain as th; emperor’s

lieubenant ; and the Alans were cut off almost to a

‘man; and the remnant of the race was incorporat- -
ed with the Vandals, who were forced to seek .

n asylum in Gallicia, The Suevi were saved from :

: ubfer destruction by putting themselves under the -

 protection of the Roman empire. - The countries

which the Goths csngucvred in the name of Eo-

“no for ;

Thus thf-* dammmn of bpam paesed for ever fmm’

“the Roman, Eceptre' : S 3

of Graul ’me eaqtern paris as h S bv ﬁhe‘
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gundians ; the scuthern by the Goths ; the western
was still -attached to the empire, and governed by
a succession of generals of the very first order-of
merit.  Bub surrounded as they were on all sides
by eneroaching barbarians, and unsupported by
the emperor, it was easy to perceive that the hold
of Rome on this province could not last long.

In this general disruption of the western empire,
Britain could not be expected to preserve its con-
nection with Rome. ~ Honorius was coustrained to
withdraw his troops from it for thedefence of Italy,-
and it is even said, though on doubtful authoritry,
that he expressly wr.te to the Britons to absolve
them from their allegiance. The Romans when
they finally quitted Britain had enjoyed posses-
son of it for four centuries. They found it peo-
pled by a race of savages; they left it in & state of
high civilization. . They found the Britons living

in rude hnts resembling rather the retreats of

Dbeasts than the habitations of men; they lefs the
country covered with smiling villages, and adorr.-
ed with ninety-two considerable towns. = They
found the natives under the influence of a bloody’
superstition ; they left them in possession of the
celestial, though somewhat obscured, light of the
(Gospel. Abandoned to their own resources, the
Britons continued for forty years to govern them-
selves, though from the loss of historical records,
we know little of the complexion of their govern-
ment, or of the actual condition of the country,
except that it was torn by rival factions, and ra-
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vaged, in the north by the Piets and Scots, and on
the sea coast by pirates. Then came the invasion
of the heather Saxons, who swept away every ves-
tige of Roman refinement ; laws, language, litera-
' ture and religion ; and pluno‘cd the country again
into ignorance and barbarism. Out of this chaos
arose by slow gradations the modern civilization
of Britain,

Thus in the reign of the first emperor of the west,
after the fatal division made by. Theodosius, the
shree powerful and flourishing provinees of Britain,
Gaul and bpam, were virtually torn from the em-
 pire, and were never reunited to it. We shall after-

wards follow up the history of these (now distinet)
countrigs to the era of Charlemagne. At present
we turn to the Western Empire, rapidly hasten-
‘ing to its close. Honorius died in the year 423,
~and John, one of the officers of the palace, seized
the vacant thrope. . The emperor at Cinstar-
]tmople, however, sent an army into Ifaly, and the
usurper was taken and beheaded. The emperor
might have retained the throne, and reunited the
two divisions of the empire, but he wisely content-
ced himself ‘with his own dominions, and refused a
sceptre, which he must have maintained against
inexhaustible swarms of ba rb.mans, “the blue-
eyed myriads of the Baltic shore.”” Valentinian
_the third, a child, six years of age, the grajidson.
of Theodosius, was plac,ea on the throne at Ra-

~ venna, under the guardianship of his mother Pla-
cidia, who had been warried, as we have said, to
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,Adalphus “The eaﬂiern emperor, however, ook
advantage of these events to annes Dalmfxtm,
Western Illrmcn;u Pannonia and Noricum to Lis
own territories. The reign -of Valentinian extend-
ed from 425 to 455 ; of which period Placidia ma-
naged the government twenty-five years. Herar-
mies were commanded by Ztius and Boniface,
‘who are deservedly terined the last of the Bomzm
Happy would it have been for the we Ifare of man-
kind if these great generals had ‘understood each
other ; but Atius could not brock a rival.  When,

: tbere'fore, Boniface was sent to command in Afri-
ce, Zdus forgetting, in the blindness of jealousy,
every. ;eelmn of honour, on the one hand advised
‘the empress. to recall him, on the other, secretly

“counselled Boniface to resist her commands, re-
presenting that his recall would be the forerynner

“of his.death. Bomface, in a fatal moment, revoit-
ed’ zgainst hzs &overemn, :mc'i sant to invi te (Fen-
seric, the Vandal, who had invaded Spain, to.con-
quer Afriea. The Vandil gladly embraced the
‘proposal, and in the year 429, passed into: Africa
with those troops, who in twenty years had pene-
trated from the Elbe to Gibraltar. The whole
amount of his forces did not exceed fifty thousand

~mien. . His progress was tauhtated by the junction

~of the Moors, a savage race who inhabited the
“woods aud’ valleys of Mount Atlas, a nd by the

discontent of the Donatists, who mnmt ted a

- large nroportmn of the Christian 113}\L;b15a1}ts, and ,

had xpemenced bhe nost blthek pér‘ser: tion from




B :BEI'E'E SURVEY 0T ms*mn'z. 113

Honorms. Of this perseeuted sect Genseric pro- -
claimed himself the champion.  Suddenly this
peaceful provinece, rich with the gifts of nature,
the ‘granary which supplied Italy with food, was
1a5d desolate 5 and the Court of Ravepna was
thrown into consternation by the sudden stoppage
of those supplies which had for five centuries been
furnished without interrnption from Africa. Fa-
mine stared them in the face. The imperial
ministers sought an explanation with Boniface ;
and the duplicity of tius was established by
somparing his double correspondence. Boniface
obtained the forgiveness of Placidia, and direct-
ed his eﬁorts to the expulsion of the barbariane
whom hLe had himself invited; but the mischief
was urcpamble He was defeated in two engage-
ments, and obliged to fly into Italy with the rem-
pant of his army. Altius, his rival, hastened with
his troops from Gaul to oppose him ; and the two
generals, the union of whose councils might have
saved the state, engaged in abloody battle with
each other. ZBtius was defeated, but Boniface
received a wound of which he soon after died. The
Vandals continued to spread their ravages through:
Africa, and ten years after their arrival, took Car-
thage, which, during six centuries, had gradually
recovered from its fall, and growing up-into a
fourishing city, had become the capital of the
prosince. We now quit the Vandals to attend to
the progress of the Huns.
The irruption of the Huns has already b.,eu
Part T H
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mentioned as having occurred in the reign c«f

- Theodosius, about the year o. ». 375, During ﬁfty
subsequent years, their progress is ill-defined in

the obscure annals of that period, though it is
known that they continued to enlarge thezr terri-

tories at the expense both of other barbarmu na-

tions, and of the Kastern ‘empire.

In the reign of

Amla, the Huns again became the terror of the
world.  This formidable barbarian succeeded to
the throne in the year 433, and commenced that
series of desalations, which led to his being deno-
minated the  scourge of God.” His figure is thus de-
scribed. He possessed * alarge head, a swarthy com-
plexion, deep seated eyes, a flat nose, a few hairs in
the place of a beard, broad shoulders, and a short

‘square body.”

Ttis difficult bo trace the extent of

his empire, but it does not admit of a doubt, that
- it was the most colossal ever governed by a single
man. The whole of Germany trembled at his
nod ; the kmadoms of Scandinavia on either shore

of the Baltlc‘ob‘eyed his laws.

‘A hundred kings

of inferior note attended on him. = On the west
his dommmns touched the confines of Belgium,
" and sbretehmg through the whole length of Ger-
many and Seythia, terminated on the borders of
China. Thus his frontiers pressed both on Persia,
and on the eastern and western empires, and man-
 kind stood in trembling anxiety, not knowing on
: ! what country he would pour down with bis bar-

banans. :

Jnst at this junpture, Grenseric, who ,ha& ccn« '
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quered Africa, was menaced by the united armies

of the eastern and western empire the emperors

having agreed to combine their efforts for the
recovery of that province, and assembled their
flests in the ports of Sieily. In the hope of

g creating a diversion, Genseric invited Attila to fall

% upon the provinces of the east. The Hun was

not long in finding a pretext; and ‘at once the

whole breadth of Europe, as it extends five hun-
dred miles from the Buxine to the Adriatic sea,
was invaded. In three successive battles the
troops of the east were vanquished ; the whole
country was laid waste with fire and sword, and
the progress of the barbarians was clearly defin-
ed by the conflagration of the towns, and the

i havoe of the fields. Seventy cities were entirely

1 destroyed, and an incredible number of people
were either put to death, or sold into slavery.

" The Western emperor, sunk in sloth, refused the
aid of his troops, and the Eastern empire was pre-
<orved from dissolution only by the impregnable
bulwarks of Constantinople, which Attila had not
sufficient science to capture. When nothing was
left to plunder, the Hun granted peace to the em-
peror, but only on the most disgraceful terms. = A

large portion of territory to the south of the

Danube was ceded to him, by which the frontier

of the barbarians was brought nearer to the capi-

tal; the tribute was also augmented three-fold.

This treaty of peace was concluded in the year

446 ; but it could not be supposed in the nature

H:2
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of things, thaf conditions assented to through fear

could be either permanent or satisfactory. Attila
continued, therefore, for four years to exhaust the
imperial treasury by fresh demands. In the year
450, Marcian succeeded to the throne of Constan-

tinople, and feeling that concession only produced

fresh demands, boldly refused the annual tribute.
- Attila prepared for war, but undecided whether to
turn his arms against the eastern or the western
enipire, sent an equal defiance to the Courts of
Constantinople and Ravenna, His embassadors
were instructed to say to each emperor, ¢ Attila,
‘my lord, and thy lord, commands thee to prepare
& palace for his immediate reception.” Reflecting
- however that the provinces of the east had been
‘exhausted by his ravages, and by the payment of
the annual tribute, and that the west was likely

to vield = richer ha,rvest he broke up his camp in

‘Hungary and moved down upon Gaul and Ttaly.
The ieeble Valentinian at this time occupied
the throne ; but all real power was in the handa of
Atius, of whom we have had oceasion to speak in
terms of great disparagement regarding his con-
duet towards Boniface. With some imperfections,

however, he was the ablest man of the age, possess- -

‘ed of the most profound judgment, and the high-
est military talents.  He was the last of that long
lize of Roman generals, who had rendered the

- xame of Rome illustrious through the world: - He

‘bad heretofore sustaised the imperial authority
Wxth vzgour in Gau} and had kept dcwn by his su-
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perior talents, the growmg ambition of the anks,
the Burgundians and the Goths. The kmadom”
of the Goths had gradually been consohdated un-
“der Theodoric, who cherished the largest views of
“conquest, in which bus for Ztins he might have
succeeded. That general now concluded a sea-
sonable treaty with Genseric in Africa, by which
Ttaly was protected from the maritime inroads of
his barbarians; and with an undaunted spirit pre-
pared for the storm that was brewing in the north.

The various tribes of Germany and Scythia
flocked to the tents of the Hun, and an innumer-
able host marched under his standard from  his
royal residence in Hungary to lay waste the south.
The hostile myriads in the first instance were

poured upon Belgium, and stopped not till they

had reached the heart of Gaul. The consternation
wf the country was universal; the inhabitants
‘aban&oned their ﬁexds, and ﬂed before the cloud

of Attila’s cavalry.  No- obstacle retarded his
progress, which was marked with desolation ; nei-
ther the innocence of infancy, nor the sanctity
“of the priesthood, afforded any protection against
the brutal violence of his savage ‘hordes. The-
- barbarians who had settled in Gaul, wavered be-
~ tween Attila and the Roman emperor. tins

hastened into the province, and heard, not without

alarm, that even the powerful Theodorie, the king
of the Goths; hesitated to assist in expellmv the -
Hups. The noble Roman instantly sent an em-

- bassador to represent to bim, that an ambitious
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conquuror, who -aspired to the conquest of the

earth, could only be baffied by the union of
all whom he meant to oppress. « With these and
gimilar arguments Theodoric was induced fo join
the Romans, and though far advanced in years,
determined to proceed to the field in person, ac-
companied by his two sons and the flower of the
Gothic army. The example of the Goths induced
the other barbarians to take part against Attila,
and tius was enabled toproceed in search of
him with an army composed of various tribes of
barbarians.  Attila marched into the plain of
Chalons, that his cavalry might have ample room
for manceavring; and there was fought the me-
morable battle which was to decide whesher the
Huns should add Europe to their dominions, and
craate one universal monarchy of barbarism.. The
battle, says the historian, was fierce, varicus, and
obstinate, such as could not be paralleled either
in the present or in past ages. One hundred
and sixty-seven thousand men, according to the
lowest computation, fell on the field ; among them.
was the aged and valiant Theodorie. - The victory
leaned to the side of Atius; and the Huns lost
so many of their bravest warriors that they shun-
ned the risk of another engagement, and retreat-
ed beyond the Rhine. Neither their ambition, how-
ever, nor their resources, were impaired by this
reverse. In the ensuing spring, Attila repeated bis
demands, which beinganew rejected by ZEtius, be
passed the Alps, invaded Italy, and laid siege to
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Aquileia.  This renowned city was gituated on
the Adriatic coast, and was reckoned among the
richest and most powerful maritime cities of the
empire. ~ After a siege of three months it was tak-
en and reduced to a heap of ruins, so that the suc-
ceeding generation could scarcely discover its site.
It was atrue and memorable saying of Attila, that
the grass never grew on the spot where his horse
trod. Yet this savage destroyer was the uncon-
scious instrument of laying the foundation of a city
which subsequently rose, by the magnitude of its
trade, to be one of the greatest and most celebrated”
in Modern Europe. The fugitives from Aquileia
fled to the hundred small islands in the Adriatic
gulf, which: are separated from the main land by
" a channel about eight miles in breadth. There, to
 use the words of the Grothie midister, like water-
fowl they fixed their nests upon the bosom of the
ocean, and there arose the far famed city of
Venice. : :
After the destruction of Aquileia, Attila ravag-

ed the plains of Lombardy, and the nioble cities with
which it was studded fell one by oneinto his hands;
por did he pause in his career till be bad obtained
possession of the imperial city of Milan. The empe-
ror Valentinian fled from the impregnable fortress
of Ravenna, to the open capital of Rome. Altius
alone was incapable of fear. ~The barbarians, with
- whose aid he had won the day at Chalons, refused
to march to the relief of Italy. He was obliged
therefors to depend upon bis domestic troops, with’




120 " BRIEF SURVEY OF HISTORY.

whom he hung on the rear of Attila, harassed his
march, and displayed that true military genius
which shines most bright in the darkest extremi-
ty. The pusillanimous emperor, secing little hope
of relief, sent a solemn embassy, consisting of his
principal ministers, and of Leo, the bishop of
Rome, to deprecate the wrath of the barbarian,
and humbly to sue for peace. Attila was not in-
- disposed to grant his request; the martial spirit
of his troops had become relaxed by their residence
in a warmer climate, and disease had thinned their
ranks ; he therefore agreed to evacuate Ttaly upon
a promise of receiving the princess Honoria, Af-
ter his retreat, he was one morning found dead
in his bed, in his wooden palace beyond the Da-
nube, after a night of debauch ; and with him was
extinguished the wide spread empire of the Huns.
Attila retired from Italy, and died . b. 453.
The next year, Valentinian, moved by those feel-
ings of envy which belong ouly to little minds,
 determined to rid himself of the illustrious tius,
and taking advantage of a visit which he made at
the imperial palace, drew his sword, the first he
had ever drawn, and. plunged it into the breast
of the general who had saved his empire. The -
feelings of the Romans, which had been hitherto
confined within the bounds of contempt, now arose .
~to hatred of their base emperor ; and the reply of
one whose opinion he had solicited, may shew the

- plied to_the emperor, I know not your motives

_ public feeling on this oceasion.  The Romanre. i
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or ‘provocations; I only know thab you have act-
ed like a man who euts off his right hand with
his left.” Valentinian now gave himself up to
every kind of debauchery, aud within a twelve-
month after he had murdered Ztius, was himself
agsassinated by two barbarians.

The difficulties and distresses of Rome now thick-
ened on every side. Britain, Spain, and the great-
er part of Gaul had been wrested from its domi-
nion, Italy itself was desolated by the barba.
rians ; and the conquest of Africa by Genseric, in-
tercepted those supplies upon which Italy and
Rome depended for food. = A newand more severe
calamity was now at hand. The Vandals, who
had conquered Africa, created a fleet, and extend-
ed their ravages to the neighbouring coasts; and
at length, emboldened by success, determined to
plunder Rome itself, ~Within three months of
the death of Valentinian, a fleet sailed out of the
port of Carthage to claim the empire of the Me-
diterranean. Genseric proceeded with his bar-
barians up the Tiber, and advanced from the port
of Ostia to the gates of the defenceless city. In-
stead of an army to withstand him, he beheld Leo,
the bishop of Rome, who in the corfusion of the
times necessarily engrossed a large share of autho-
rity, issuing from the city with a train of bishopsin.
their sacerdotal vestments, and proceeding to his
tent, humbly to implore him to save the imperial °
city. ~ Genseric promised to spare the unresisting
multitude, to protect the buildings from fire, and
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to exempt the captives from torture ; but it was
beyond his power to restrain his barbarians from
plunder, with so rich a prize before them. Forty-
five years had elapsed since the sack of Rome by
Alaric, and the city bad recovered its wealth and
splendour. That wealth was now swept » away.
For fourteen days did the troops of Genseric plun-
der the city ‘of whatever private or public trea-
_sures they could discover, and transport them to
their ships. The temples of the gods, and the
churches of the Christians, equally felt-their sa-
crilegious hands. - The sacred vessels of the tem-
ple.of Jerusalem, which Titus had brought in tri-
umph to Rome, were now transported to Africa:
and thus six centuries after Rome had by an acb
of surpassing injustice levelled Carthage with the
ground, a fleet issuing from that same port, under
the command of a barbauan from the shores of the
~ Baltie, proceeded up the Tiber, and brought back
to Carthage the plunder of Rome, the spoils of the
civilized world.
‘The final extinction of the western empire of
Rome now approached with rapid strides. The
- Goth, the Hun, and the Vandal had already deso-
lated the quurmnt plains of Itzly, and despoiled
the Eternal city of its wealth. Its richest pre-
vinces had been severed from it; and the domi-
nion of the emperor was gradually contracted to the
narrow liwits of Italy. The coasts were incessant-
ly plundered by the Vandal pirates, and there ex-
isted no human power which could restore the
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vigour or integrity of the smtn Valentinian the
tmxd the last of the race of Theodosius, died in
455. Duriug the twenty years which elapsed
betwem that event and the last days of 1mpem.11~
Rowe, nine emperora were, by varions revolutions,
successively raised to the throne. Thoungh this
‘ pemod was adorned with the virtues and valour of
Majorian, and distracted by the ambition of Rici-
mer, the maker of kings, the separate transac-

tions of each emperor are little worthy of record.

Augustulus, the Jast emperor of the W, est, a youth
with no recommendation but his beauty, was the
son: of Orestes, an inhabitant of Pannonia, who had

refused the purple, though he still retained the :

command of the troops and the first rank in the
empire. The ‘barbarians whom the Roman em-
perors had ‘been obliged to take into pay, owing
to the total decay of valour among the Italians,
assumed a higher tone of insolence, and. obtamed
an augmentation of pay, on each of the revolu—
 tions in these last twenty years. Of Orestes they
hanghtily demanded one-third of the lands of Ita.ly
. He rejected. their demand, determmed rather to
brave their vengeance than to subseribe to the
ruin of an innocent country. The troops, known
under the name of confederates, flocked from all
‘parts of Italy to the standard of Odoacer, of the
barbarian tribe of the Heruli, who assured them
~ that under his command they would obtain their
demands.  Orestes finding it zmposmble to stem
this torrent, took refuge in - Pavia, where he -
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was besieged, taken, and executed, while his son
Augustulus was obliged to implore the clemency

- of Odoacer, who obliged the youth to signify his

resignation of the ¢crown to the senate. That bar-
barian now ascended the throne, and contenting
himself with the supreme power in Italy, refused
during his reign the outward insignia of royalty.
At bis instigation, the senate of Rome addressed
a letter to the Emperor Zeno at Constantinople,
which, as being the last act of a body once the
most renowned and powerful in the world, deserves
particular record. “They solemnly disclaimed
the necessity or even the wish of continuing any
longer the imperial suceession in Italy; since in
their opinion, the majesty of a sole monarch was
sufficient to pervade and protect, at the same
time the east and the west. In their own name
and in the name of the people, they consented
that the seat of universal empire should be trans-
ferred from Rome to Constantinople; and they
renounced the right of choosing their own master,
They added that tke republic might safely confide
in the ecivil and military virtues of Odoacer, and
they humbly requested that the emperor would
invest him with the title of Patrician, and the ad-
ministration of the diocese of Italy.”

Thus, in the year a. », 476, the western em-
pire became extinct. The barbarians of the north,
against whose irruptions the emperors had inces-
santly struggled for three centuries, at length
achieved their object. This mighty revolution of
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the fifth century produced an entire change in the
government, manners, laws, sciencs, and arts of
Euarope. New institutions arose; new languages
grew out of the mixture of the Roman tongue,
with the languages of the different races; new
Taws were introduced ; and from the rude freedom
of the Gothic tribes, we derive that first element
of modern civilization and improvement, a repre-
! sentative government. :

i

{ Bror. 2,

] .

| Odoacer—Dieodcric, the, Ostrogoth subdues Tealy—His early

| Ristory—Emigration of his trile—fhis virtues—character
of the Goths— Boelhius— dinalasontha— Theodatus— In-
vasiow of Dugland by the Picts and Seots—and &y the

Saxons-—Hengist and Horsa—Esiablishment q/' the B ep-

tarchy— Couversion of the Sazons to Christiauity— The

Bretweldas— Union of the Seven Hingdums under Lgbert,

King of Wessew—Clovis, first King of the Franks—~he

embraces Ol ity—Division of the eowiiry among his

sous— Vices of the Kings of the Merovingian Dynasty—

Pepin Hevistel— Charles Martel—the Gothie Kingdom of

Spain — Adolplus — Wallic—Burio—TWanbe —Theodo-

riey the last of the  Guths—The invasion of Spain by the

Mahomedans, ’

The Western Empire of Eome, in which the
provinces of Burope were comprised, is now bro-
ken up and parcelied ous amoung a number of in-
dependent sovereigns, all of barbarous origin and

character.  We now, therefore, enter on the early
A history of those kingdoms, from which the present
- monarchies of Christendom were gradually - form-
. ed. We propose in this Section to describe, in
‘“& the frst instance, the rise and fall of the Grothie
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Ttaly ; the establishment of the Saxons
1] the kingdoms of the Heptarchy
5 in 621 ; the revolutions

~ kingdom of
in Dritain,
were united under Bgber
in France till the reign of Charles Martel, who
saved it from the Moosoolmans in 752 ; and the.
‘history of the Gothic kingdom of Spain to the days
of Roderic, the last of the Goths, when it was

overturned by the Saracens. ‘
~ Odoacer, as we have already narrated, took pes-

gession of the jmperial throne, and exbinguished
the Roman empire in the west, He wasthe first
parbarian king who reigned over Italy; bub be was
- mnob unworthy of the station to which his valour
“and talents had raised Lim,  His savage manners
were polished by intercourse with the more eul
tivated Romans ; he strictly enforced the existing
laws ; be indulged in no ‘arbarous innovations.
Though he was oblige
~ promise, one
 diers who had raised him to the throne, he endea-
voured to the utmdst of his power t0 restore plen-
ty and security to bis new
the disorders which had turned this once flourish-
ing country almost into @ desert. He was not
enabled, however; to ‘found a dynasty. - After a
reign of fourteen years, ! )
or genins of Theodorie, king of the QOstre-

supert
goths, a hera alike escellent in the arts of war

and government, Who re
ty to Italy.
‘Theodorie,

Th the Ostrogoth, was born at Vienns,
two years after the death of Attilas

In his eighth

d o give up, according to his
.third of the lands of Ttaly to the sol-

subjects, and to heal

1o was oppressed by the

stored peace and prosperi-
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year he was given as a ‘hostage to Leo, the em-
peror of Constantinople, In this metropolis of the
~ east, he received his edueation and was trained in

~ all the exercises of war. He frequented the schools

of the learned, but he disdained to imbibe their
philosophy, and remained ignorant even of the art
of writing. At the age of eighteen he was reg.
tored to his father, and soon became the head
of his tribe, Various movements, which it is un.
necessary to detail, made him and his Ostrogoths
anxious for a new settlement. Theodoric, who
burned with ardour for some great enterprise
worthy of his courage, thus addressed the empe-
ror: “ Although your servant is maintained by your
liberality, graciously listen to the wishes of my
heart. Italy, the inheritance of your predeces-

. sors, and Rome itself, the head and mistressof

the world are now oppressed by Odoacer. Direct
me with my national troops to march against him,
If I fall, you will be relieved from a troublesome
friend ; if I succeed, I will govern in your name
and to your glory.” The em peror gladly embraced
the proposal ; and authorized him to proceed to
the conquest of Italy, The Goths, with all their
property, their wives, and their children, hastened
to join the standard of Theodoric. The entire
nation, to the number of seven hundred thousand,
seb forward on this emigration, and marching seven
hundred “miles in the depth of winter, crossed the

Julian Alps in spite of the most appalling obsta-

cles, and unfurled the Gothic banuer on the plaing




~ Rome and Italy were adorned, he shewed the most
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of Ttaly. Odoacer was overcome in three battles; and
the whole of Ttaly from the Alps to Calabria sub-
mitted to Theodoric, with the exception of Raven-
na, in which Odoacer had shub himself up. So strong
were the fortifications of this city, that he was en-
abled to sustain a siege of three years. Ravenna at
length capitulated, and Odoacer was pub to deabh.
The island of Sicily was also voluntarily ceded by
the African Vandals to Theodorie, who was accept-

" ed as the sovereign of Italy by the senate and

people of Rome, and enjoyed the throne during

_ the iong period of thirty-three years. No sooner
was his au{:hurity :esta;biished than he sheathed the
* gword, and applied diligently to the arts of peace.

‘His reign was as auspicious as it was long ; and
he fully redeemed the promise he had made on

~ aseending the throne, that he would so conduct

his government as to make it only regret of the
-peopie; ‘that they had mot come at an earlier pe-
riod under the sway of the Goths.
‘Theodoric declined the name and the diadem of
an emperer ; but he enjoyed the full plenitude of
power, under the title of king. The Italians alone
were employed in the various branches of civil ad-
ministration; to the Goths were entrusted the
military daoties of the stabe.  The ancient juris-
prudence of the Homans was preserved withont
alteration ; and no existing institution was sub-

“verted by an impatient love of change. Instead

of destroying the remnants of antiguity with which
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euthuszavhc regard for every token of the anclent
glories of the empire. Though ‘Theodoric and his
Goths, in common with all the northern tribes,
professed - the Arian creed, he allowed the most
ample toleration to all his Catholic subjects. The
free intercourse of the provinces by land and wa-
ter was restored ; the gates of Rome were never
closed by night or by day ; and it was expressive-
1y said that a purse of gold might safely be left in

the fields. Italy had enjoyed no season of such

repose and prosperity since the golden days of the
Antonines.  This description will serve to shew
the injustice of that opinion, which associates the -
name of Goth with every thing that is cruel and
barbarous. . The Romans gained infinitely by the
change of masters ; and the assertion of Voltaire,

that besides the erection of monasteries, there is-
no trace of thisage except a confused remembrance

of misery and devastation, only shews how much
he depended on his imagination for his historical
facts. That the Goths were rude, illiterate, and
ferocious when they issued from their northern
seats, will of course not be questioned ; but their
character possessed the germ of many simple and
manly virtues; and in their progress southward,
during mearly two centuries, they superadded to
these the virtues and refinement of civilization.
One of the writers of that age thus contrasts them
with the degenerate Romans; *The Romans
nniversally persecute each other: so much so,
thet many of them, and these of 10 low degree
Part IL I




1%0 ' mmr smvw OF HISTORT.

£y for pxotectwn to the enazny Ezposed to
barbarian eruslty among the Romans, they seek
Roman hospitality among the barbarisns” 8o
greatly indeed were the Goths beloved in Italy,

that during the severe and desperate struggle with
the forces of the East, which we shall soon nar-
rate, no - provinee or district ever voluntarily threw
off its ailegiance to them.

One only stain is afiized to the memory of Theo-
dorie.  In the decline of life he was induced:
through the arts of his courtiers, to confine Boe.
thius on a suspicion of treason. . Boethinswas one
of bis prineipal ministers of state, 2 noble philoso-
pher and a most profound scholar, the lustye of
whose fame was brightened by the gloom of igno-
rapee in which the age was immersed. In his

coufitement Boethius wrote his celebrated trea-
,‘tie, ¢ the Consclations of Phxiosopny ” a work of
which ‘Cicero and Fiato might justly have been
proud. He was o:z,rhm'ou.»ly put o death by er-
der of the king, together with his father-in-law
Bymuachus. - Theodoric soon aweke, howevar, to
. the feelings of humanity ; and remorse for the un.

just murder of the bnrrhteat ornament of the age
supposed to have hasbened his dizsolution,

5

which happened in the seventy-fourtl year of hig
age, in the year 520.

He had married the sister of Clovie, the founder
oi the French monarchy, of the illustrious lineage
sf the ipig-haired Merovingians, From this union

‘sprung An.mf'mmw whose son Athalaric beeame
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the heir of the Gothic monarchy, She governed
the country during the non-age of hex.- son-ior
nine years. At the agze of twenty-eight, wh ich
- she had attained, when she became regent, the
beanties of her mind and her person had reached
fheir maturity, She spoke with equal elegance,
the Latin, the Greek and the Gothic languages.
To compensate for the injustice of her father, she
liberally provided for the children of Boethiug and
Symmachus ; and she continued at the head of her
cabinet that accomplished statesman, Cassiodorus,
the great historian of the Gothic race. So exem-
plary were the prudence and vigour of her reign,
- that both the eastern emperor aund the barbaric
kings respected the majesty of her throne, while,
Yier cwn subjects almos forgot that Theodoric had
~ censed o reign.  Her som, who zave no prom
“of treading in the footateps either of his moti
or grandia;hu, was cas off at the premature an
of sixteen, the victim of intemperance, Amala-
southe bemg prestuded by the Clothie laws fr01
sscending the throne herself, warried her cousix
“‘heoda,tu with whow she hoped to shase the
yal zmthoritv - This wretich, however, soon nft
maaeé her to be strangled in s bath ; an

“i!i

this period may be dated the duownfall
Goths. Justinian, the emperor of the Laht was
preparing for the recovery of Lbaly 5 and his emis-
saries actually per‘suaded Theodams basely to sign
a document, in which, for a pension of forty-eight
dwvmami pounds a-year, he 'xvreed fo z’e fov the
E a3 B .
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Scépﬁre’ of Italy and retire into private life. While
this treaty was on its way to Constantinople, Theo-
dabus passed into the opposite extreme of temerity,
“and determined to meet Belisarius sword in hand,
Thenext year 537, that renowned general entered
upon his Italian eampaign, and through him was
the Gothic mouarchy extinguished. The events
of this war will be narrated in the life of Justinian,
‘We now resume the thread of English History.
When the Romans were constrained, about the
beginning of the fifth century, to withdraw their
garrisons from England, the Picts and Scots pour-
ed down from Scotland on the defenceless pro-
vinees. Of the Picts the origin is lost; some sup-
gmse them to have been of Scaﬂdmavmn origin;
while others describe them as the remnant of the
aneient Britons, who retired before the Romans
to the inaccessible mountains of Scotland.  The
Scots, the ancestors of the present lowland inhabi-
tants of Scotland, came over from Ireland and set-
‘tled in that country. In their depredationson’
England, these two tribes were aided by the Saxons,
.z nation of pirates who resided on the coast
of the Continent, opposite to England, from. the

- Rhine to the Baltic. By these three races was
England Iaid waste for the forty years preceding
the year 449. Vortigern appears at this time to
have enjoyed paramount authority in England, and
is said to have called in the Saxon pirates to assist
him in repelling the Picts and Scots ; and Hengist
and Horsa are represented as havmo come over on
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zhe strength of this invitation. But it is rather
a far fetehed conjecture that Vo"tmern wouid have
invited into England, these ¢ draoons of Germany,’
as the poets call them, to assist in repelling the
Picts and Scots, whom they had hitherto joined
in plundering the island. A more probable sup-
position is, that these two Scandinavian chi
came over upon a marauding expedition, and were
induced to remain, not throwh the entreaties,
buat through the weakness of the English. They
landed in 449 ; and from this date commences the
Saxon dominion in England, of which neither the
lapse of fourteen centuries, nor the progress of
civilization has been able to efface the traces. OF
the old Britons nothing remains at this day baf
legendary tales; of the Roman institutions, we
have few or no vestiges ; but the Saxons i imprint-
ed their own character so deeply on our langunage,
laws, literature and institutions, that it is distinet-
ly visible even at the present day. From these
Sazon chiefs, who traced their descent from Odi:z,
the fabulous god of war, the links of unbroke
succession have been continued, in tLe female lin
fo.our present queen Victoria.

The tribes known under the common appelia-
tion of Saxons, who now flocked to Encrland con-
sisted of Jutes from the island of Jutland, of Angles
from Holstein, both of which are now under the
crown of Denmark, and of Saxons, from Frieslard,
now  incorporated with Holland; but they all
sprang from the same stock, and spoke the same
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that t’? e mr’frdom of Susue\ was es‘c bh ned bv tne
ons 3 and fourscore years before the west of

Al

Ergland, which was valiantly dctended by Arthur,
is supposed,) wus subdreﬂ., and iormed into
gdom of Wessex. The conquest of the
gountry morth of the Humber and south of the
I‘v eed was achieved, about a hundred years after
o first arrival of these strangers, b\ Ida, who
fmmund the kingdom of Northu: mberland. nbc*f"’
587, nearly a century and 4 half after the first in-
vasion, the Angles came over and subdued the
countries now known as Norfolk and Suffolk, In
this manner were formed the various Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms in England, which though they amount-
“ed to more than seven, have generally been deno-
minated by historians the Heplarchy. The first
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nm'md of the Saxon damwwn was one of aﬁa‘rchvv
and misery. The light of knowledge which the
Romans had diffused through the land was extin-
guished; and barbarism reﬂamed her ancient seat
in Zngland ; the royal palaces were filled with
riolence and bloodshed ; artl the mutual wars in
~which the kings of the different provinces were
constantly engaged, spread misery and desolation
fron: one end of the country to the other.

The ‘Saxons were heathens, and worshipped as
deitiés the Sen, the Moon, Tuisco, Odin, Lher,
“Friga and Sater ; from whom the English days of
Ehe week continue to be called. In thisheathenish
state they remained for nearly ahundredand fifty.
years after their firsy arrival. The introduction
uf Ohﬁris‘niqnityfamse from the barbarous condition
of the eoantry,’ Stmnﬂe as ibmay seem to the na-
“tivestof India, Who}l we never known the Enmhsb
but as 2 mighty and invincible people, it is a facs,
that st the time of which we now write, they were
in so degraded a state, that they furnished slaves
to the rest of Turope, - Aboubthe year 5388, some
fine looking English children were exposed for
-sale in the market at Rome, and attracted the at-
téntion, of the Pope, who enquired whence they

ame, Finding that they were pagans from Eng-
L'xud he determined to embrace the first opportu.
ity of attempting the conversion of their coun-
trymen ; and about- the year 600, he despa ched
Aungustin as a Missionary to Enghmd with forty
‘others, He landed in kem whleh was ab frhat

A
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time governed by Ethelbert, who had married
‘Bertha, the daughter of Charibert, king of Paris.
She was a Christian, and by her interposition a
deserted church in the neighbourhood of the palace
was allotted to Augustin, The king listened to
his preaching at first with incredulity ; but he
gradually became a convert to the truth, and his
people following the royal example, threw away
Thor and Odin, and were baptized into the Chris-
tian faith. The king bestowed many and rich lands
on Augustin, who built upon the site on which now
stands the Cathedral of Canterbury, the first
Christian témple ergeted among the Anglo-Sax-
ons. : B
Christianity speedily spread through the coun-
tries ‘south of the Humber, butb it did not reach
Northumberland till after the death of Augustin,
in 627, In that year Edwin, king of that state,
after having long listened to the preaching of the
Missionary Paulinus, convened an assembly of his
nobles and councillors, and asked their views re-
garding the adoption of the Christian faith. Coifi,
the bigh priest of the heathen gods, first delivered
his opinion. He acknowledged that he had no
faith in his idols, which could neither reward the
good nor punish the evil doer, and that he was
ready to adopt any betber doctrine that could be
tanght. - The nobles delivered their opinions to
the same effect, and the whole assembly having
agreed to renounce their idols, Coifi set the exam-
ple by destroying the idols with his own hand,

[
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and bemnmng the demohtmn of the temples. Bap-
tism, says. “the historian, was then performed by
immersion, and so gemeral and fervent was the
. zeal of the northmen, that Paulinus was employed
- thiry-six days from morning to evening in bap-
tizing the eager multitude.

Of the various kings of Britain, no one ever
enjoyed undisputed supremacy. Those sovereigns,
- however, who from time to time acquired para-
mount power, were called Bretwaldes, wielders of
Britain, a title of supremacy which was bestowed
on one, and another as he raised himself above his
compeers. The wars of the petty kings of Eng-
land during the Heptarchy are justly ranked by
the immortal Milton, as of equal importance with
those of the kites and crows. "We pass them over
in silence, and content ourselves with noticing
that in the vear 828, that is, fourteen years after
the death of Charlemagne, Egbert, king of 'Wes-
sex, baving overcome all his competitors became
fully established as the Eighth Bretwalda, or su~
preme governor of Britain ; and though there did
not want in his time, or in that of his suceessors,
other chiefs who claimed independent aunthority,
yet historians have agreed to consider the royal
Anglo-Sazon line as established in his family from
this time and onward for more than two hundred
years, till the Saxons were supplanted by the N or
mans.

The history of the Franks or Frenm h begins
with the year 481 ; for the legends of Pharamond
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" Charles, however, whose prowess procured him

 the epithet of Martel or the Bammer, forced his
way to the office and power which his father bad
-enjoyed, triumphed over the various neighbouring
sovereigns, and in 732 met and defeated the
Moosulmans on the plains of Poictiers. Here we
quit the history of France to glance at that of
Spain.

We have already mentioned that Adolphus, the
successor of Alaric, the Visigoth, obtained from the
Roman emperor a grant of the provinces in south-
ern France, on’condition of his subduing the bar-
barians who had broken shrough the barries of the
Pyrennees, and established themselves in Spain,
Adolphus as well as his successor Sigeric was
murdered ; Wallia, who was elected to the vacant
throne, completely overcame the Vandals and the
Alans, but the Suevi placed themselves under the
protection of Rome.  The victor was rewarded
with a large portion of territory in France. Wil
liam made Toulouse his metropolis, and though
the Goths considered themselves the rightful so-

~vereigns of Spain, the real sovereignty rested with
the Suevi and the Vandals. Wallia died two vears
after his triumph;‘and his successors for nearly
fifty years appear to have contented themselves
with their acquisitions in France. Spain was dur-
ing this period in the most miserable condition.
The various tribes of barbarians traversed it in
every direction, and left everywhere the tokens
of their savage fury. The Spaniard was the prey
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of all part:es 3¢ hm labour wag doomed to auppo

the innumerable | swarms which spread from. the
Pyrennees to the rock at Calpe, and which
- s 'mary locusts, destroyed wherever they settled.
- Euric ascended the Gothic throne in the year
466, and applied vigorously to the conquest of
Spain. His arms were eminently successful, and
no enemy was able t6 make head against him, He
so completely subdued the Suevi, who enjoyed
paramount authority in Spaiu, that during a whole
century they remained in quiet submission to his
successors. The six kings who preceded him were
rulers in Gaul, not of Spain; they possessed no
~authonty in it but when their armies took the
field. The Periinsula was overrun by them, but
could not be said to have been subdued. Eurie
was the real founder of the Gothic monarchy in-

Spain, as the extinction of the Roman sway and =~

~ ihe subjugation of the Suevi left him without a

~vival. He was also the first legislator. He col-
lected and committed to writing a body of laws,
" which continued long to be in force. He was in
; every respect a great prince. Having thus esta-
‘blished a firm dominion in Spain he fized his capi-
tal at Arles, where after a prosperous reign he

died in 483. It was not, however, till nearly for-

ty years after this time, in the year 522, that Ama-
lanc, one of his successors, fizxed his eapital at
Revile in Spain. To trace the events which hap-
pened in the reigns of his successors for more
tuan a hundred and ﬁftv years We have 10 8pace.
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" The internal wars and the succession of the Gothic
sovereigus of Spain are quite as'tedious and unin--
teresting as those of the Merovingian kings of
France, or the Saxon kings of England. We pasy
aver therefore iu silence a long detail of treachery,
violence, and devasmtmn, and touch only the reign

‘ ' of the illustrious Wamba, who ascended the throne
i A ». 673, His character was formed of incorrap-
{ible integrity, an avdent zeal for his country’s
good, and arare union of moderation and firmness;
His reign, which was too shiort for the welfare of
his subjects, was remarkable from this one cireum-
shance, that he foresaw with a prophetic eye that
the fanasic ambition of the Mahomedans, who had
overrun the coast of Africa fronting that of Spair;
would sooner or later lead them to his dominions;
and he prepared a fieet to repel their ineursions.

- His foresight was not erroueous. In 677, a Ma-

" homedan fleet of no incousiderable size anpeared
off the coast, bub the troops who attempted o land
were effectually repell led by Wambe’s efforts. No
farther attempt was made by them during his
reigns and if he had been. sugceeded by monarchs
of eqnal energy and talent, the scourge of Moosul-
man domination might have been effeetuall
ed. But after he had been deprived of his

S

by an aet of base treason, his successors iamrget»
 ting thas vhe black cloud of the Saracens “gbill
*hovered around them, busied %hem:ai res only in ‘
~low inteigue,. and almost invited over the Meho-

I 701

medaus by their w enkness and bbair yices,
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Witiza aseended the throne ; bub the events of
this period are so wrapped in fabie that it is difS-
©4% to fix upon what we are to believe and what
1 w;ves. He is described by historians, who
e to have no other foundation for their facts

at remote $radition, as a monster deformed with
:very vice.  All that we certainly know is that he
was succeeded by Roderic the last of the Gooths,
who ascended the Spanish throne in 709, But the
events of his reign are veiled in the same obgey-
115y as those of his predecessor. The romantie le

gends would lead us to conclude, that he sed: (‘ed
the daughter of Count Julien, the governor of the
Gothic possessions in Africa, who in revenge for

this insuls invited the Meors Y0 cross over from
Africa snd invade Spain. These otions have been
56 embellisted by the

-

noblest straing of poetry,
aat.we dismiss them from the data of mstorv with
ne small relucts *Through this cloud of dark-
ness and doubt suts are

which may bv m:mt ed asfachs, It s

w

tain that Roderie owed his erown to g

1008

\g

rose against Witiza 5 that the dethronad
vas blinded and dp
song of Witiza with
and Oppas, the aveh

@

of civil strife ; :md that "indi.zg they were un-
J<~ to contend any lcnger with the vietoricns
king Boderig, they w«:alv d to eall in the Arabs,
b the design not of delivering the country to

w0se fz}ﬁdelfs, but of humbline the pride of Ro-

£
¥

o
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“opy deric, and of replacing him by one of the sons of
~ the late monarch.’ The generals of the Caliph had
B . . -

. long looked with an eager eye on the fair provinees

of Spain, and were delighted to hear of the deadly
feuds which seemed to open to them the path of
invasion. How the Moosulmans landed in Spain,
on the 0th of April, 711, how they subverted the
Gothic throne in a single battle, and how they
: established o Saracen Government in Europe, we
shall hereafter relate.—We now turn to the events
in the Eastern empire.

Al
£
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The Fastern Empire—Areadivs—Theodosius the Second—
Pulcheria—Marcian—Justinian—Belisariug conquers A f-
vica—He lands in Ttaly and tokes Rome—Rome is besieged
by the Goths—The Franks tnvade Tialy— Belisarius subveris
the Gothic Kingdom of TFtaly —Belisorius is recalled and
sent into Persia—1Totila, the Gotl reconguers ftaly—Beli-
sarius i sent to Tialy and recelled—Narses defeats Totila—

i Death of Belisarius—The Code of Justinian—Introduction

b i of il into Burope—Death of Justinion— Novses inuites

I the Lombards into, Ttaly—Siate of Rome—Chosroes ond ;
Heraclion. )

Arcadius, to whom his father Theodosius had
given the eastern division of the empire, ascended

the throne of Constantinople 4. . 395. His do-

minions were bounded on one side by the Adria-

tic Sea, on the other by the river Tigris; on the

north by the wilds of Scythia; and on the south

by the burning plains of Ethiopia: Within these

limits the arts, sciences ang literature continued

to flourish, though with diminished lustre, while
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they beeame extmat inthe westem emplre tbrouﬂ'h‘ :
the ‘inroads of e barbaman% The Court lan-
susge at nstantinople was Greek ; from which:
~ circumstances this empire in the lapse of time came
 to be designated as the Greek empire. The cha-
racter of Areadius is well descrived by the great
satirist of that age, as resenbling that of the sim-
ple and harmless animals who scarcely feel that
"they are the property of their shepherd, After
the fall of his firss minister Rufinus, he was go-
verned for several years by the eunuch Eutropius,
2 man whose avarice and insolence made him ge-
nerally dereited, and who fell at length through.
the conbrivances of the empress Euxodia. She
was a young and beau 1ful “woman, who despised
~ her husband, mdulged in her own passions and
partialities, and shewed herself the implacable fos
~ of the sincers but rough Chrysostom, the patri-
“arch of Constantmop e, one of the. venerabls fa-
bhers of the chureh, renowned as much for his
~ learning as for his misfortunes.  Arcadius died in
~ the thirteenth year of his reign, of which the only
: dxstzmuzshed circumstance is that by his will he
 bequeathed the guardlanshlp of his son Theodo-
sius, to Yezdegerd, the king of Persia, the here-
ditary enemy of the Roman emperors.  The mag.’
nanimity of Arcadius, however, was not mzsplaca
ed; the trust was discharged with scrupulous fide-
d)ty, and the Persian monarch protect :
ern empire during the minorit;
‘ Theodo;xus called the Se )




8 Bmw SURVEY OF BRTORY.

&

ona nearly forty years: ﬁom 414 o 4439, bt
the ﬂmmmstratlon during this long period was

Apxuluszv ly in the handfs of his s:stu‘ Pulcheria,
his senior by two years. ~She alone of all the des~ ‘
cendants of the great Theodosius appears to have
‘ynssessed any portion of his spiric or abilities.
While her brother amused himself with idle games,
or in the transcription of religious treatises, she
conducted the government with singular firmness
. and discretion. Through her ageney Theodosius,
was married to Eudocia, an Athenian maiden of
iznoble birth, but of uncommon beauty. The em-
_pevor, however, had néubharac er encugh to ven-
“der. any_oman happy ; the connection “became

‘mutuaily irksome;, and the empress. ﬁml v retived
fem and. closed her days in a religious

onotony of Theodosius’s reign was
brohea, first by a war vmh the Persians, whicli ter-
mmwﬁed in 8 truce for hundred years, and in the

‘ wo be lgeren’rq" ;

bv Lhe cession of a. lonu tract Qf termtm-v qouc
01 the Danube and a dzsnrace‘ul tmbute. Thea-

i tne supermr code of Jummcm had not ¢

: mto the shade within g imuarea Years, . i
On the death of Theodomu 1is sisber Pulche'r

was proc‘almed empxeqs of the maafi though

»
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he winter of life, married a senabor, Mareian,

int
4 man in every respect worthy of her choice and
_of the throve. He refused to pay the annual tric
bute fo Attila, which brought down his hordes of
barbarians on'the south, and led to the battie of
4 Chalons, which has been already mentioned. Mar-
L 4 cian was succeeded in 457 by Leo, and in succes-
k sion by Zeno, Anastatius, and Justin, The reigns
of these four empercrs exteud to the year 527,
and present nothing worthy of detaining the atten-
tion of the reader. A more imporbant era now
opens. In the year last mentioned, Justinian
ascended fthe throne of Constantinople. From
his elevation fo his death he governed the state
vather more than thirty-eight vears ; and his
reign was rendered illustrious; not by any intrin-
sl virtue or ability which he possessed, but by
the surpassing falents of the men whom he em-
ployed in the offices of state, of whom three
have acquired a pre-eminent reputation, Belisari-
us, Narses and Tribenian.

. The military events of Justinian’s reign derive
their chief Instre from the merits of Belisarius,
whom however the emperor constantly treated
with mistrust and injustice. = Belisarius, though
born and trained up among the Daclan peasants,
was fully equal in military talents, and statesman-
ship, to the most renowned generals of ancient
Rome, He was at firss employed in the Persiai
war; in which Justinian engaged two years after he
ascended the throne, and in which Belisarius ac-

J4°2
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- guired such renown, thnt when in the %mtb ve(m
of the emperor’s reign it was detummned to attempt
the reconquest of Africa, be was selected bo com-
mand the expedition, The preparations for this
enterprise ‘were not unworthy of the last contest
between the Roman empire and Carthage. Five
thousand horse and ten thousand foot were em-
barked in six hundred VGSSBKQ, in the harbour of
Constantinople, and after a voyage of three months,
retarded by variows impediments, landed on the
shores of Africa. This province had now been
separated from the empire for neerly a hundred
years ; and the Vandals, who originally achieved
its conquest, had multiplied from ffty thousand to.
thrice that number ; but ease and prosperity, com-
bined with the warmth of the climate, had relazed
their hardy virtue ; and when the two armies meb
“about ten miles from Carthage, Belisarius obtained
a complete victory. Carthage immedidtely opened
her gates to him; and Gelimer, the Va ndal king
fed o Bulla, where he collected sonie of the wild
Moorish troops, and having invited back his brother
Zano, who had been employed in the meanwhile
in the conquest of Sardinia, prepared for the final
struggle. His usual success att ended the arms
of Belisarius ; the Vandals were defeated and fled ;
and thus in the short space of three months, was
the entire conquest of Africaachieved. Belisarius
returned o Constantinople, and was honoured with
"4 triumph, the first which had ever been witness-
ed in that city, Among the most remarkable of
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the apm 8 whmh he brounht ‘with him, were the |

 sdcred vessels of the Jewish temple, which had
~ been tramperted by Titus from Jerusalem to
Rame, and by Genseric from Rome to Cartmge. :
They were now sent back to Jerusalem with mucli
devout pomp by Justinian, and deposited i in the

- Christian’s Cathedral which had been exected by
the superstitious Helena. = =,

The emperor had no sooner recovered the pro-
vince of Africa, than he aspired to the conquest of
Italy, which had been occupied by the Goths for
more than sixty years, On this service he deputed
the hero who had won his laurels in the mountains
of Persia, and on the plains of Africa, Inthe first

* year of this, which is usually dedominated the Go-
“thic war, Belisarius reduced the island of Sicily ;
and the next year, 4. . 537, landing in the south
“of Ttaly, he besieged and ook Naples. The forces
‘of the Goths were at that time dlspersed abroad
in the north, and Belisarius therefore pushed on
to Rome, and entered the city without opposition.
The Goths alarmed at his progress, deposed the
‘bastardly Theodatus, and elevated Vitiges to the ‘

~ command, who immediately advanced with a hun-

dred and fifey thousand men, and sat down before -
the eternal m‘uy Great as was the military reputa-

~ tion of Belisarius, no single event in his long and

brilliant military career reflected greater cre&xtg
on him than his defence of Rame. With o:uly
 five thousand men he defended for more thana

oy ear‘, aoamsb an overwhelmmcv foree of lao GOO a.
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mtv whmh embmeeé & c;rc!e ot twelve ml!esa, Ou :

. one occaﬂmn the enemy made a general assault on
all the fcmhcabwm of the city : and if asingle post

had given way, Rome and Italy would probably
have been lost to J ustinian. Belisarins maintain-
ed the contest from morning to night, and repell-
od the enemy at every point.  The Goths, finding
it impossible to capturs the city, and having al-
ready lost the greater part of their forces either
in the daily combats near the walls, or by the ma-
laria of the country, at length raised the siege,

_burned their tents, and letreabed firgt to Ramini,

and then to the bulwarks of Ravenna. During
this period, the Franks, anxious to turn the confu-

“sion of Ttaly to their own benefit, entered Italy
by the Alps under the dmdrmce of the rrr.mdson

of Clovis. In the first campaign they tock and
destroyed Milan, second in dignity only to Bomes
and the next year they desolated the plains of the
Poin the face both of a Roman and a Gothic army s
but a pestilence crept into their camp, and obliged
them to return with nothing but their plunder.
Belisarius was no sooner delivered from this new
foe than he laid siege to Ravenna ; which he took
in December 539, and completed the reduction
of the Gothie kingdom of Italy. Thus, as his his-
torian remarks, « Victory by sea and land attends
ed his arms. He subdued Africa, Italy,and the
adjacent islands, led away eaptives, the succes-
sors of Censeric the Vandal, and Theodoric the
Groth; 'ﬁllfd Constentinople with the spoils of
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. gheir palaces, and in the space of six years
~ vecovered half the provinces of the western
ampire.”’ That the glory of these exploxts be- . : :

longs to the perwnal character of Belisarius, -~ =
iy dbundauﬂv proved by the calamities which
followed his deparbure from Italy and Africa. of 7
the reaction in Italy we shall shortly speak. In

~ Africa, the-officers apocinbed after his departure
practised such rapacity and cruelty as to oceasion

frequent revolts, and inconceivable misery. The ‘
provinee continued, it is true, annexed to the
f«-astem empire for more than a century after this
sime ; but it was no lonver the rich and populous
~country which Bahaarms‘md left it. - Misgovern-
ment converted it into a dreary solitude. Under
the sway of Justinian and his successors it wither-

_ed away, and relapsed info barbarism; and from

~ that day to the present it has never been able to
fz‘ecover its rank among the nations.

- Justinian feared bis own victorious general
more than his enemies. Bensarms had scareelv
humbled' the Goths in Ttaly before he was recall-
ed o Constantinople by his master with all the
‘haste of jealousy, and despatched to the east a
second time, to repress the inroads of the great
‘Nushirvan, or Chosroes, king of Persia, one of the
most illustrious monarchs of the Sassanian dynas-
sy. He reigned over Persia for forty-eight years,
from A, D. 531 to 579,and is to this day the theme
of praise among the historians of the East for his :
justice. Bminent as he was in every royal endow- ‘ S
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ment that which assoua.tes ‘his name with the'
‘country in which we write, is the fact of his bave |
~ ing sent bis physician to the banks of the Ganges

to obtain a copy of the Heetopadesh, the fame of
which had extended to the Court of Persia.  The
work was obtained and translated into Persian,
and from that language, or more probably from

the Arabie, was transfused into the languages of

Europe, under the title of “the Fables of Pilpay.”
1t was during his reign, and possibly the messen-
ger who brought the Heetopadesh, that the game
of chess, which had been invented in the east to
teach kings that they are strong ouly in the
strength of their s subjects, was introduced from Im
dia into Per«m, and subsequently diffused througl
Jburope. In the vear 540, Nushirvan invaded ‘she
Roman province of Syria, and took Antioch, the
queen of the east, as the city was called, and car-
ried her moblest citizens into captivity. Elated
with this success, he began to think the conquest
of Copstantinople within his reach ; but his visions
of empire were soon broken. Belisarius was sent
‘against him at the bead of an‘army ; and though
it was without pay or discipline, he took up sc
commanding’ a -position on the banks of the Eu-
phrates, as completely to overawe the Persian
menarch by the inecomparable disposition of his

troops, and to induce him to adopt the safe eourse

of a precipitate retreat,
The abrupt departure of Belisarius from Italy
reyived the courage of the Goths. Totila, the ne-
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phew of their late sovereign, a successor worthy
of & throne which had been filled by Theodoric
and Amalasontha, was raised to the supreme au-
thority, and undertook to restore the Gothic

 kingdom of Italy, though he could muster but
five thousand troops, in liew of the two hundred

‘thousand who had formerly marched under the
(lothic standard. He passed the Po, traversed
the Appenines, and sweeping down the whole
length of Italy besieged and ook Naples; and
having recéived the submission of the southern .
provinces, moved up to the banks of the Tiber,
and- laid siege to Rome. His rapid success was
owing as much to his own virtues, as to the reac-
tion of feeling among the Romans regarding the
emperor Justiniar, Three years of suffering under
his ministers had given them a very clear idea of
what they might expect under his government ;
and the whole country lonked wish anxiety for the
restoration of the Grothic power. ~While Totila
besieged Rome, Belisarius, who had been re-ap-
pointed to the command of the troops in Italy upon
this emergency, eutered the Tiber with a fleet
and army, in the equipment of which Justinian
had displayed his ‘nsual meanness ; for it was to-
tally inadequate 6o the task of relieving the capi-
tal. On one oceasion, indeed, the agnazirig‘ genius
of Belisarius had almost succeeded in throwing
succours into Rome, bub his plans were defeated

by the treachery of his subordinate generals.

Rome fell into the hands of the Goths, 4. D. 546 .
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~and Totila, forgetting what was due to his own cha-
 racter, demolished one-third of the walls, and em.-

ployed fire and engines to destroy the most stately
monuments of antiquity. He even went so far in

“his wrath as to declare that the eternal city shounld

be burned into a pasture for cattle : but Belisarius
-senb to entreat that he would spare those edifices
which were the glory of the dead, and the delight

“of the living ; and at his solicitation, the Goth con- *

sented to leave Rome standing.  4fter having

-captured the city, Totila departed for new con-

quests, and Belisarius by one of the most daring
‘exploits recorded in history, with the asgistance
of'only a thousand horse, recovered it for Justinian,

- Had the emperor seconded his general with any -
‘succours of men or monuey, Italy would probably

have besn wrested a second time from the oths;

but Justinian denied him both, and coolly allowed .

him to wander through Italy, more like a fugitive

/than a conqueror. Yet in the opinion of those

whose judgment of military affairs is of value, he’
appeared . a more consummate general in this me-

‘laucholy campaign, than when he led two kings -

captive to the throne of his master. He was at
length recalled, and Rome almost immediately fell
into the hands of Totila, who being now delivered
from the fear of the only man whom he dreaded,
proceeded to the conquest of the rest of Italy, to
which he subsequently added Sieily, Corsica and
Sardinia; and he even ventured with his victorious
fHeet to insult the coasts of Greecs;
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‘canuch of his palace, to command the expedition.

Justinian now prepared for the war in earnest,
aud in the year A. D. 552, appointed Narses, an

which he prepared for the re-conquést of Italy.
Narses, notwithstanding his anfortunate condition
and his ignoble employment, possessed the soul of
4 hero and the wisdom of o statesman.- A large
army and great resources, though they had been
Jenied to Belisarins were placed ab his disposal 3
and he proceeded with expedition to march along
tho northern coast of Italy. At Rimini, he came
ap with the heroic Totila, and in July of that same
year, a bloody battle was fought in which the eu-
such was victorions. The Goths nob only lost
the day, but also their gallant monarch, who pe-
rished after having performed every duty of a great

" general. Narses pushed on to Rome, which he

took, and presented the keys to Jusbinian, in
whosé reign this city, once the terror of the world,
had been five times taken and retaken. 'Of the
senators who had been banished by Totila, many
were restored :but the ancient character of that
lustrious assembly was irvetrievably lost, and
#rom this period we fix the date of its final exibinc-
tion, thirteen centuries after it had been institut-
«d by Romulus. The Glothic kingdom was also
cxtinet; Ttaly was aunexed to the eastern empire,
and governed by a chief who was appointed from
Clonstantinople, and who, from his residence at
Tavenna, was called the Exarch of Ravenna. Nar-
sey was the first Exarch, and governed Italy thir-

Y
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teen years. Rome was degraded i,o bhe secand
rank. ;
In the year 559 the Bulcamans, another tmbn :
of the mnorthern barbana.ns, takmo advanmoe m‘
the freezing of the Danube, crossed that river, and
spreading desolation around them, marched against
- Constantinople. Justinian trembled on his throne;
the citizens prepared to leave the city ; but the
eyes of both were fixed upon the old veteran Beli-
sanus, who had long pined id neglect and dis-
grace. He resumed his armour, placed himself at
the head of his troops, and marched against the
~enemy, whom he easily put to flight, and thus re-
. heved the metropohs of the east. Justinian bare- :
ly acknowledv'ed his Sernues, and shortly aﬂ:erj o
‘}cmwned a Iong life of injustice and envy towards
his most exalted subject, by despoiling him of ali -
his property and confining him to his own ‘house,
~ on anidle rumour that he had intended to attempt -
~ his life. Had Behsamus ever cherished such a
; thought ample means had been frequently afford.
ed him, when at the head of a victoricus army, of
i makmg himself master of the empire. He died in
disgrace in 565: and his unworthy lord paid the
debt of nature a few months after, as little regret.-
 ted in death, as he had been beloved during his
hfe while tbe name of Belisarius, not only ac-
qulres fresh lustre with the lapse of time, but
serves to keep buoyant the mamory of his un-
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‘gloriesof J usnman s rezun throuuh the explelbs of
Belisarius and ’\Tarses, they are eclrpsed inthe
judgment of posterity, by the more solid and last-
ing benefit conferred on mankind, in the ]egal re-
forms which were. compl ¢ted under the. auspices of
this emperor; though in his peacnful reforms, he
had as little per sonal share as in the military toi-
umphs of his generals. The conquests of Belisa-
rius were lost in subsequent revolutions, and man-
kind reaped mo permanent advantage from them ;
but the principles of the Cbode of Justinian have
~exercised a silent and. beneﬁcmi influence on Eu-
rope, and many. of the most equitable provisions
- of Earcpean law may be traced up to the legisla-
tive labours of Justinian’s reign: The laws of the
 Roman empire bad, as xmgnt have been expected,
swelled in the course of thirteen centuries to se-
veral thousand volumes, shich no forbune could

dpurehase and no capacity could digest. Justinian,

. anxious fo reduce them into one short clear, in-
telligible code, fixed upon Tribonian, the greatest,
civilian of thab zwe, o superintend the work. He
S ,and hxs learned assoua,tes, arranged this eonfused
“masgs of conflicting statutes in a uniform and con-
- sisbent oody of laws, which, under the title ot the.
Pandecba, the Code, and the Institutes, recewed
the final sanction of the emperor, and superseded
all existing rules, That extraordinary civilian,
JO, for campass and reach of mind, and for va.
rlety of attamments, stands on the same elevat
,;mth Bacon, completed thxs are‘ task W' h the a.zd ;
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of semnteen associates, in a little n=ort %han four.
years. Sirange.to say, Tribonian was an 1dola’cez°q
‘and this body of laws, though compiled at Con-
stantinople, was written in the Latin language.
It was the most petmanent and nseful monument
of Justinian’s reign. ’
‘We must not pass over, evenin this hnsty sketeh,
the memorable introduction of the silk-worm inio
Turope, during this reign, Silk, which was then
the produce only of China, had, with the progress
of luzury, become an arficle of indispensable ne-
cessity in the Roman empire, the wealth of which.
_was drained to supply funds for its purchase. . Two
Persiai monks who had long resided in China,
i :md viewed with asbonishment the process of rear-
ing the little animal, ddermmed if possible, to
transplant b into Christendom. They concealed
some of the eggs in a bamboe, and traversing the
whole extent of Asia arrived with their hidden
treasure ab Constantinople. The eggs were arti-
ficially hatched, the caterpillars were carefully fed
with mulberry leaves, and from this pavent sbock
have been propagabed the silk-worms which now
exist in France and Italy, constitute so essential
‘a portion of the wealth of those countries, and al-
ford the means of subsistence to so many thou-
sands of the agriculturists, manutacturers, and
merchants of Europe. #

Justinian was succeeded by his nephew Justin,
4. v, 565, The next year, the Lombards, who

now for the first tiine appear on the page of his-.




Bmmr \{;PVLY OF HISTORY. : 153‘ Fot

* fory, & Eacaﬁdu.avmn ‘erhe, eombtmnﬂ‘ wit h the
b'u-bm*ous Avars, destroyed the kingdom of Ge-
pidee, who had formed in a measure the bulwar
of the empire in the north. i‘hc accession of Jus-
bin to the bhrone was fatal to Narsus the Exarch
“of Ravenna. His government was sullied with
avarice; and wherever avarice predominatbes in the
supreme authority, the administration of the de-
puties, through every vrfxde of office, is invaria-
bly marked vmh oppression. It is said that the

deputies of Rome apptoached the throne of the
iew emperor, and frankly told him that the govern-
nent -of the Goths was infinitely preferable to
that of the Greeks. The empreﬂs Sophia, who
possessed no little authority over her wesk hus~ :
- band, issued an order for the recah of Narses,
- which ;ne Wan’conly added msu}t to 1n3ury ;

could stdnd the most mstant compari ,on w1th him.
To this man the empress directed a lettbr to be
-~ written, comme‘mdmg him to leave to men the cares -
 of government, and to reburn to bis station among
the women of the palace, and resume the distaf,
In the mdignatmn of conscious supermnty, Narses
iy said to have exc!almed ‘I will spin her such a
thread as she shaﬂ ot be able to unravel,’ Instead‘
- of proceeding in the garb of a slave to Jonstanti-
o vmple, Le invited the TLombards into ltaly. Their
oung and vxgorous monarch Alboir charmed with
hee call, descended from the Alpy, suudued the .
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‘p!ams of the Po, whlch from that time fo the pre- Yl

dually overran Ttaly, whxch was thus anew wrested

~ from the eastern empire. A very small and con-
 temptible portlon of territory still continued to
obey the ceputy of the emperor, the Exarch of

Ravenna,:

The reader will naturally enqmre after the con-
dition of Rome, amidst these convulsions 5 the ré-
ply is welancholy. At the close of the sixth cen-
‘tury, this city, once the metropolis of the western

’ ‘world from whose gates in the days of its glory

- messengers issned day and night to convey ifs
‘mandates to the mountains of Scotland and the
~“plaing of the Euphrates, to the banks of the Da-
‘nubs and the border of the great African desert :
“had now reached the lowest state of depression.

sumesswe loss of the’ provmces, the sources of pri-
- vate and public opulence were exhausted the lofty
{ree;, under whose shade the nations of the earth
‘ d reposed ivas deprived of its leaves and bran-
§, and the sapless trunk was left to wither on
‘ ;theygmund.” From this depression the eity now.
~ began to rise under the influence of the Bishop of
Rome, who already aspired to establish a spiritnal
dominion - as wide and despotic as the temporal
~dominion the old Romans had enjoyed. In the
- general confusion of the times Rome was aban
doned to neglect; and the Bxshop, ‘the most influ
ential man m it, from hm ecclesiastica authori

" sent have rehamed the name of Lombardy, and gra- k

-« By the removal of the seab of empire, and the .
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“imperceptibly took upon himself the direction of
«ivil affaivs. It was ab this juncture that Gregory
was elected Bishop of Rome, the ablest man who
“ever filled that office ; and Rome, alchough no
longer the resort of embassadors and suppliant
ministers from the various parts of the world, be-
gan to assume the character of a spiritual metro-
polis, and to- attract pilgrims from all direcmons
to the shrine of the apostles.

1taly, as we have just shewn, was during the reign

of Justin' separated from the empire, and erected
by the Lombards into a kingdom. Of the sue-
cessors of Justinian fora period of forty-five years,
from 565 to 610, there is nothing worthy of re-
cord. Passing over this dark and uninteresting
~period, we come at once to that of Heraclius, who
ascending the throne in this latter year, ,relgned
forty-two years. His reigu in the beginning, and
at the elose, was as ignoble as in the mxddle it
was illustrious. It is distinguished in history:
for the last of those struggles between the two
empires of Persia and Rome, which had continued
from the davs of Crassus for more than six cen-
turies, and in which at an immense sacrifice of life,
the efforts of the rival emperors were directed,
the one to extend his dominions beyond the Ti-
* gris, the other bevond the Euphrates.  Chosroes,
the last of a line of r renowned and yaliant mona.rcbs, '
was now on the throne of Persia. ‘It was during
hLis reign that the glory of his dynasty reached -
‘the highest point of admiration, Juqb before 1t was
Part 1L X K




quenched for ever by the irruption of the Maho.
medans, The year after Heracliug ascended the
“throne of Constantinople, Chosroes passed the
long disputed boundary of the Euphrates, conguer-
ed Syria, and overran Palestine. The holy city of
Jerusalem, which he took by assault, was despoiled
anew of the sacred vessels, and of all the wealth which
had been accumulated in it by the votive offerings
of three centuries of piety or superstition Ninety
thousand Christians were put to the sword, with-
in its walls. From Palestine, Chosroes pursued the
ustal route of conquest, and proceeded to the sub-
jugation of Egypt. From Egypt he .moved upon
Asia Minor, which submitted to him; and in the
short period of six years, the eastern empire was
stripped of its fairest provinces. The wonders relat-
ed of his magnificence partaketoo much of the na-
ture of oriental fiction to obtain u place in sober
history; but his power was undoubtedly ‘real, his
 greatness solid, and it seemed as if nothing could
prevent the annexation of the eastern empire to
the sceptre of Persia, 'In the midst of all this
actual glory, and of the still more splendid prog-
peets which lay before him, the great Chosroes re.
~ceived a letter from the son of an obscure merchant
at Mecea, commanding him to acknowledge Ma-
homed as the prophet of God. The monarch re- "
j-cted the message of the unknown individnal with
 disdain, and tore the epistle. This letter was from
~Mahomed, who .had just at this time laid the
 foundations of the Moosulman creed and con-
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quests ; and who exclaimed, on hearing of the fate
of his letter. Thus will God reject the supplica-
tions, and rend the empire of Chosroes.

Eut while Chosroes despoiledv Heraclius of his
eastern provinees, the Avars,a Scythian tribe which
had gradually risen in power and importance, tore
from him the European provinces of his empire,
and almost entered the gates of Constantinople.
Heraclius, pressed on all sides with difficulties

" which appeared insurmountable, was preparing fo

abandon the capital, and retire to Carthage, when.

the Patriarch of Constantinople aroused him to a
sense of duty. Suddenly did the emperor, who
for twelve years had wallowed in luxury and plea-
sure, while the empire was dismembered on every
side, appear on the stage a bero of the first rank;
and he conducted the war during six years with
sach marvellous skill, as to place himself on a
level with the greatest commanders of any age.
When he had repelled all his enemies he sunk
back into indelence ;—thus, as the great historian
happily express it, the mists of the morning and
evening were separated by the brightness of his
meridian sun.  We have no space for the marches
and countermarches of Heraclius; suffice it to
say, that he took the field in person, and carried
the war with such vigour into the dominions of
his enemy as to oblige him to recall his troops.
While Heraclius was engaged in Persia, the Avars,
with whom Chosroes formed an alliance, and one
of whose armies had formed a junction with them,
K2
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laid siege to Constantinople. The besieged seemed
to have imbibed the spirit of their emperor ; and
" the besiegers were repulsed with loss. To coun-
terbalance this alliance, Heraclius formed a june-
tion with the Turks, a people destined after the
lapse of eight centuries to take Constantinople,
and extinguish the Roman empire. Partly through
their aid, but chiefly through his own uncommon
skill and activity, he defeated all the plans of
Chosroes, and re-conquered all the provinces which
he had lost, together with the so-called wood of
the true eross which the Persians had sacrilegious-
ly taken away from Jerusalem. Chosroes was
c¢hased through his own dominions ; and thisonce
mighty monarch, deserted in his extremity by ali-
bis subjects, after having seen eighteen of his
sons pub to death before his eyes, was thrown intoe
a4 dungeon where he expired. A treaty of peace,
by which the conguered provinces were restored,
was soon after concluded between his successor
and Heraclius, who after an absence of six years
returngd, covered with glory, to Constantinople.
‘While he was employed in celebrating his triumph,
he heard that an insignificant village on the.con-
fines of Syria had beeo pillaged by a new and
unknown tribe of Saracens. This was the first
conquest of the Mahomedans beyond the boundary
of Arabia, and though the circumstance was in
itself insignificant; it aequires importance as the
~ prelude of that mighty revolution which was to
" establish in so many regions a new government,

.
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a new relision, new laws, and new institutions.
In the last eight years of his reign Heraclins lost
to the Samwns, or the *ollowers of Mfahomed the
same provinces which he had gained from the
L B k }’erilans. :

Skor. 4.

Comirast between, the invasion of the Novthern Nations and the
Moosulmans— Birth and early History of Mahomed—He
gives himself out as a Prophet— Chief Doctrines of the Ma-
homedan . Creed—Persecution and flight of  Mahomed to
Medina— Progress of his Religion—His Death— Succession L
of  Abubeker— Conquest. of Sy Jma-——Appomtmeozt of Omar e

as Caliph—Conquest of Jerusalem-—-Oonguesz of  Persia— .
Conquest of By ypt—Attempt to conquer 4, fmaf—-A lexain-
o drian Library— Othman—Ali—Contest between him and
- Moawiyah—Murder of Ali~— Establish ¢of the Ommivde
. Dynasty—The Shiites and Soamites-,—Murdcr ‘of Hossein—
m tuwo ‘sieges of Constantinople—Suljugation of Africa—

- Taril and Musa conquer Spain—Death of Roderie—At-

tempt of the Mahomedans to conquer Burope— Battle of Poe-
tiers—Defeat of the Mahomedans——«The eatent of their B
pire—The Abassides— Revolt of Spain.

The current of events now brings us to one of '
the most smgular and momentous events in mo-
dern hlstory ; to a revolution, more disastrous in
it progress to the creneral welfare of the human
race than any other on record ; bhe rise and pro-
‘gress of Mahomedanism. The n’ruptwn of the
ignorant and ferocmus aavages of the north of
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Europe, who swept away almost every vestige of
existing civilization, was at the time most calami-
tous, but their descendants have applied to the
arts and sciences, and under the benign influence
of Christianity, have made such progress in ali
the paths of knowledge as completely to cast inte
the shade, the highest attainments which the Ro-
mans ever acquired. The Mahomedans, who is-
sued from Arabia, two centuries after these north-
ern irruptions, and overspread so many provinces
of the eastern empire, extinguished in their pro-
gress the fraces of civilization. And though as
certain periods of their history, and in certain
countries, they have cultivated a literature of their
own, they are now infinitely behind the Earopean
world, and possess no spirit of free enquiry, and
‘no mental elasticity, which may lead them to over-
take and keep abreast of it, :
Mahomed, of the tribe of Koresh, of the family
of Hashem, was born at Meecca in Arabia, on the
eastern shore of the Red Sea, according to the
most accurate computation, in the year 569. His
father Abdalia, a wealthy and distinguished mer-
‘chant, was removed by death during his infaney ;
and his share of the paternal patrimony was re-
duced to five camels and 2 single female slave.
At the age of twenty-five he entered the service
of Cadijah, an opulent widow, on whose behalf
he traded to Syria ; where he is supposed to have
aequired that knowledge of mankind, which prov-
ed so useful to him in his fubure plans. On his
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reburn, hs married the widow, and thereby acqmr«
ed sufficient wealth to raise him above the neces-
sity of labour.

His education had been 80 neglec‘ced that he
was unable to read or write; but he remedied these
dsfects by great application. He gradually began
to retire from society, and to pass his time in so-
litude and meditation, and to bestow much of his
wealth in charity. At the age of forly he declar-
ed that he was the prophet of God, commissioned
by him to propagate a new religion. His first
disciples were his wife, bis servant, and his friend
Abdalia. “Arabia at that time professed idolatry,
and its most renowned shrine consisted of aswall
square temple called the Caada, which bad from
time immemorial stood in the city of Mecca. It

wnbained a stone, which, according to popular tra-
dition, descended from heaven in the days of in-
nocence; and was then of a white colour; as man-
kind degenerated, it became dark ; and in the age
of Mahowed had become entirvely black. The zeal
of Miahomed was at first directed against this grosa
idolabry of his own countrymen.

The religion which he revealed to them and ‘no
mankind taught, that there was one God, the eter-
nal and all-powerful Creator of the universe, and
that Mahomed was hig prophet ; that it was the
duty of man to pray seven times a-day to his
Maker, to honour him with ceremonies, to love
mankind, to assist the poor, to protect the inno-
cent, and to shew kindness to strangers. Maho.

“
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med instituted in each year a fast of thirty days;
he.prohibited the use of wine, but allowed each of
his disciples four wives and as many concubines
as he could maintain ; to himself he reserved, as
the.apostle of God, the privilege of fifteen wives.
He taught that God had from time to time sent
prophets upon the earth, the most eminent of
whom in preceding ages were Abrahaw, Moses
and  Jesus Christ ; that the Jast and most dis-
tingnished of them was himself. He instructed
his disciples that there was another state of exis-
tence after death, of rewards for the good, and of
pucishment for the wicked. He led them to be-
- lieve that the paradise of good Mahomedans after
death would comprise the indulgence of the ap-
petites amidst the most enchanting luxuries ; that
seventy-two houris, or black-eyed damsels of ex:
quisite beauty, would wait on each true believer
“in heaven, and that this life of sensuality would
be indefinitely prolonged. He enjoined the cere-
mouies of circumeision and .ablution, and the
virtues of a pilgrimage to Mecea. These with
other subordivate injunctions were contained in
the Koran, a work written in the purest Arabic
style, which Mahomed declared thst he had re-
ceived from heaven, and which he delivered to his
followers in successive portions. In the compila-
tion of this work, he evidently availed himself of
the Jewish and Christian Scriptures ; and it'is
suspected, not without reason, that he was aided
in the preparation of it by the learning of cthers.

-

-
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The progress of Mahomed’s creed was ab firsi
but slow. In the course of three years he made

~ only fourteen proselytes; but he continued to

preach with unabated ardour, and enforced his
doctrine on his fellow citizens with all that natu-
ral eloguence of which he was so complete a mas-
ter. His zeal, and his powers of oratory, aided
by a majestic figure and a noble mein, gradually
won upon his countrymen to such an extent, as
0 alarm the rulers of the ¢ity. They resvlved on
putting him to death ; but Mahomed having timely
notice of their design, fled during the night, in
company with his friend Abdalla, from Mecca to
Medina, in the year 622, at the age of fifty-three.
This flight of the prophet constitutes the memora-
ble era of the Hegira. Many of the citizens of
Medina had embraced his doctrine, and looked on
him as a-prophet divinely inspired. 'When, there-
fore, sixteen days after his flight from Mececa, he
approached this city, five hundred individuals ad-
vanced from its gates to welcome him.  After
his triumphal entry into Medina, he assumed the
rank and title of a prinece, as well as of a prophet
and unsheathed the sword. His views were now
enlarged, and his efforts were directed to the esta-
blishment of his own power, spiritual and tem-
poral, over Arabia. The year after the Hegira,
in the vale of Beder, be attacked a cararan of his
enemies proceeding to Mecea, and there was the
first slanghter made by bis followers, who after-
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was victorious, and, his hopes rising with his sue-
cess, he breathed vengeance against all who re-
sisted his sceptre or his creed, He turned his
arms primarily upon the Jews, towards whom he
" manifested & spirit of more bitter hostility than
against even the Christians. His power and his
partizans gradually mcreasxno, seven years after
his flight from Mecea, he besieged that city and -
entered it in triumph ; the heathenish Caaba be-
came the temple of the new faith, and a pilgri-
mage to it was declared in the Moosulman creed,
to be one of the gates of paradise. . The subjuga-
tion of Mecca by Mahomed fixed the waveting
faith of the Arabs upon- his religion, and they has-
tened to acknowledge both the spiritual and tem-
poral authority of the vietor. ‘ .
~ In this same year, the Moosulmans ﬁrst encoun-
tered a foreign foe. Heraclius, the emperor of
Constantinople, had just returned in triumph
from Persia, when the envoys of the prophet met
him, and invited him to embrace the faith of Is-
lam. The answer may be easily divined. The
Moosulmans instantly invaded the province of Sy-
ria, and capbured several towns ; but the propbet
declined any farther prosecution of this wartare.
His health was now declining, and in the midst
-of all'his plans of ambition he was e¢iut down by the
hand of death, a. D, 632, at the age of sixtj-three,
according to some by poison, according to others
by a fever. In him genius and ambition were
 umited, in 2 pre-eminent degree, with the spirit of

i
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fanaticism,  He achieved the most permanent re-
volution in human affairs of any mere mortal ; he
changed the face of the eastern world ; and suc-
cessive dynasties of congquerors contmued to bea‘r'
the impress of his character.
‘ Mahomed appears to have organized no general
! plau of conquest; but he had already roused the
national spirit of the Arabs, and infused into their
warm temperament a mew principle of religious
enthusiasm. Though he left them no legacy of
widely extended dominion, he bequeathed to them
‘as an ample equivalent, the pretended commands
of Grod, that they should march through the world,
and earn heaven by ‘converting infidels to the true
faith through the agency of the sword. His friend
. Abubeker was elected, after some -difficulty, to.
suceeed him as Lahph, or. chief of the Faithful.
. He collected into one volume the scattered frag-
ments of the Koran ; and lost no time in follow-
ing up the scbeme of temporal ucrcrrandwement of
which the prophet had laid the foundatlon. . His s
attention was first directed to the comquest of
Syria. Abu Obeidah was appointed to the chiel
command of the army; but it was maiuly to the
_valour of Caled, surnamed from his ferocity; the
¢Sword of God, that the conquest of that pro-
vince was o be attributed. After the capture of
Boara, the Moosulmans advanced against Damas-
cus the capxtal The war was conducbed ‘“in the
name of the most mereiful God ;"  the spirit in
which it was carned on, may be: gatherad from the
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summons of Caled ; “ Ye Christian dogs, you know
your option,—the, Koran, the tribute, or the
“sword.”  The danger of Damascus reused Hera-
~«<lins, the emperor, from his lethargy ; and seventy
thousand troops were seut to repel the invaders,
- The armies met on the plains of Aiznadin; the
victory ‘declared for the followers of -Mahomed,
who boasted of having slaughtered tﬁirty thousand
of their enemies. The city was closely invested
anew, and capitulated after a siege of seventy days.
Caled, as he stormed the gate and entered the city
sword in hand, cried out, “no quarter, no quarter
to the enemies of the Lord;” ‘but the city was
saved by ‘the merciful interposition of the general
in chief ; and a numerous body of the defenceless
. eitizens was permitted to depart in search of some
place of refuge. These the bloodshirsty Caled
pursued and cub to pieces, with the exception of -
~ome individual, o
~ In the midst of these conquests Abubeker died,
and Omar was elevated to the throne of the pra- -
phet. He continued the same course of aggres-
~sion.  Heliopolis and Emessa, cities beyria, fell
into the hands of the Moosulmans.  The emperor
despatched a' second army of 80,000 men by sea
and land, as if be designed at once to put a period
to the war.  The Moosulmans, also called the Sa-
racens, encountersd this Host with 'fearléssnese;, )
and after the most obstinate conflict in which thé-}
bad yet been engaged, obtained a complete victory ;
and the army of the Greek empire was annihilated,
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The next vear the Saracens invesﬁed ‘the city of
Jerusalem for four months, and the Christians at
length agreed to yield it up, on condition thas the
Caliph should come in person to take possession
of it ; and such were the emotions of exulfation

~ which Omar felt at the conguest of the place from
whence Christianity was promulgated to the world,
that he lost o time in setting out for it from Me- .
dina, - He entered it io triumph, and ordered a
mosque to be built on the spos where the temple
of Solomon had stood. Antioch:and Aleppo soon
after capitulated to the Mossulmans, and the whole
province of Syria was annesed to their empire ; to-
which it has continued to pertain with the excep-
tion of the brief period during the crusades, in
“which it passed under the dominion of the Chris-
tians. Amidst the military glories of the Saracens,
we blush to record that Heraclius, the emperor,
fled from Syria, and abdicated the throne.

While the conquest of Syria was in progress, an-
otherSaracen army broke in ti:pan theem piré of Pex-
sia, Inthe year 636, four years after the death of
Mahomed, the battle of Cadesia was fought,in which
the Moosylmans were as usual victorious. The pro-
vinee of Irak, or Assyris, was the first-fruits of
‘this vietory ; and it was at this time that the vie-
torious Mahomedan general laid the fuuudatmn of

< the eity of Busaorah, which  afterwards rose to
such dlatmctwn‘ Several battles were subsequ s-ut-
Iy fought with great obstinacy ;. particularly one: at
Nehavend, where 150,000 Pe slans were marshal-
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led for the final struggle, which was to decide the

fate of their national faith and liberty. It was so
vigorously contested before the Saracens obtained

the day, that they were accustomed to call it the'

« vietory of victories.” ~These successive victories
decided the fate of Persia. The Mahomedans pur-
sued their victorious career to the shores of the Cas-
pian sea, and then turning west, subdued the pro-
vinees of Armenia and Mesopotamia. They con-
tinued to advance along the Tigris, and then pene-
trated the mountains to the valley of Persipolis.
Yezdegerd fled before them from province to pro-
vinee, and the Saracens pursued him with unabated
ardour. The government of Chorasan, the ancisné
Bactria, the Caliph offered to the first Mahomedan
general who should enter that province ; and imme-
diately the standard of the crescent was planted on
‘the -walls of Herat and Balk, and the successful
general paused.not tiil he reached the banks of the
Oxus.- The unfortunate monarch of Persia fled
beyond the Oszus and the Jaxzartes, and at length
implored the assistance of the emperor of China,
who, alirmed at the progress of the Arabs, was not
disinclined to support him. Aided by the resous-
ces affordec him by the emperor, he marched down
at the head of an army of Turks to reconquer the
patrimony of his ancestors ; but he was overtaken
by the cavalry of his enemies and put to death ;
and thus closed the dynasty of the Sassanides, and”
thus fell the ancient creed of Zoroaster 4. D. 651,
The empire of Persia which had sustained for
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wany centuries an equal and sometimes an advan_

tageous conquest with the empire of Rome, pass.

2d under the yoke of the Mahomedans ; and those

fertile provinces, from the Euphrates to the Indus,

the seat of the earliest empires in the world, were

incorporaﬁed with the dominione, and embraced -
the faith of the Moosulmans.

Six. years after the death of Mahomed, dunm»
the Caliphat of Omar, the Moosulmans invaded
Bgypt under the command of AmrQo. He march-
ed ab the head of 4,000 troops from Gaza in Pa-
lestine, to Pelusum, the key of Bgypt, which be
took after a siege of thirty days, and there-
by opened his way into the heart of the country ;
‘where, however, his ‘progress was arrested by the
sucient and magnificent city of Memphls, the seat
of royalty in preceding ages. Notwithstanding
‘the deeay bo which it had fallen, it stood a siege
of seven ‘months before surrendering. On the
spob. where the Mahomedan camp was patched
gradually ‘arose. the city of Cairo, that is, * the
" cipy of vietory.”” The inbabitants of Bgypt, who
professed o different form of Christianity from the
emperors of Constantinople, had been alienated
from them by religious persecution, and now sub-
mitted willingly to the victorious Saracen, with
* the understanding that they should enjoy the
fx'ee exercise of their religion, on the payment of
s defivite tribute. - From Memphis, Omar pro-
ceeded down the Nile to Alexandria. = The siege
.of thiz city was the most arduous or protracted
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of any in which the haaemcdana had hitherio
been engaged. 1t was then the first empormm
in the world, and being open to the sea, re-
~ ceived supplies from abroad, which the Maho-
medans, Wwho ‘had ‘no  fleet, were unable to
prevent.  After a siege of fourteen months, and
the loss of twenty-three thousand of the beaxegezs,
‘it was taken, and the banner of the crescent waved
~ over the capital of Egypt. Some idea of the amaz-
ing increase of the Moosulman faith may be form-
od from the fact, that within sixteen years afcer
“its first propagatmn g0 large a number of its sol-
diers fell in ‘the siege of a single city, at a time
;when numerous armies were also engaged in the
~ conquest of Syria and Persia. Some notion.of the
“magnitudeof Alexandria may be gathere& from
the vapouring of Amroo, the conqueror. In his
dispatehes to the Caliph, he says “I have taken
the great city of the westy I cannot enumerate
its richness or its beauty ; it containg 4,000 pa-
laces, 4000 bathe; 400 theatres, or places of
umusement, 12,000 shops, and 40,000 tributary
Jews.” Alexandria was the granary which sup-
plied Oanatsmtmople, as it had formerly sappiied
" Rome, with food.  The loss of these supplies was
s0 deeply felt, shat one expedition after another
was equipped to recover it ; and in the shors space
ot four years ‘it was twice ‘taken by the Greek
* troops, and twice re-t ken by the Mahomedans.'
whose possession it finally remained, Alexan-
coma.med ab that hme the Jargest hbrarv in
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* the world ; in xt Were aceumulated alI the sclentx-
fie, literary and theological treasures which had
_been contributed by the learned through a suc-
cession of ages. While every thing in the city was
- falling a prey to the rapacity of the conquerors,
“the lxterarv companion of Amroo, in the hope of
rescuing this noble collection from dest ruction,: -
humbly begzed that the library might be given to
him. Amroo referred the matter to the Caliph
- who replied in the style of a barbarous Arab, that
it the books coincided with the Koran, they were
useless, and ought to be destroyed, as the Koran
contained all thab it was necessary for men fo
know ; that if they differed from the Koran, they
were pernicious, and ought not to be suffered to
‘existy  Amroo aecordmgly ordered the library to

be destroyed ; and for this purpose. distribated

~the books among the baths to be used as fuel for
beating them ; and such was their incredible num- -
ber, that it was six months before the whole libra-
" 1y was consumed. This event, which has stamped ,
- the Mahomedan character with perpetual mfamy,
. ‘happened in 639,
The- Cahph Omar pemhed by the hands of an
- assassin in the year 644, and Othman, the secre-

tary of Mahomed, was raised to the throne of the

prophet. The onward progress of the Moosul- ‘
mans wag contmued durma his reign, though he
“himself was oo much eafeebled by age to take an

. active share in affairs. In 647 the Moosulmam at- o

tempted the conquest of Afrlca, that is, of its nor-
P\m I : Lok
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thern coast, which stretches from Egypi to the
Atlantic. Forty thousand Saracens marched from
Egypt to the siege of Tripoli, where a battle was
fought in which they were as usual victorious ;
but they lost so many of their best troops, both -
in the battle, and subsequently by the plague,
that the farther conquest of A'frica was for the
present suspended. Othman, who reigned ten years,
gradually lost the confidence of the faitbful ; and
they at length rose in arms against him, and be-
sieged him in Medina for six weeks, at the end of
which time, he was slain with the Koran in his lap.
- Ali, the cousin of Mahomed, the husband of his
veloved and only daughter and child Fatima, was
then raised, A. D. 655, to the throne ; which by
vight hie ought to have obtained twenty years be-
fore, on the death of the prophet. But Ayesha,
the widow of Mahomed, his perpetual and inve-
serate foe, proceeded in her hostility so far as to
raise an army.in order to dethronme him. Ali was
victorious, and condemned her to a perpetual resi-
dence at the tomb.of the prophet. A more for-
midable foe, however, soon appeared against him
in the field, . Moawiyah, the son of Abu Soffan,
who had been the earliest and most bitter enemy
f Mahomed, but who subsequently embraced his -
ereed, now claimed to be his successor, and deter-
wined to support his claim by force of arms ; for
the Moosuimans had already learned to turn thelr
arms against each other, though a quarter of a
centary had scarcely elapsed since the establish-

L
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‘ﬂenf; of their f'au:h Vamous sangumarv conﬂncts
ensued, which were pvobracted for a hundred and
ten days, and in which aeventy thousand Mooswl- .
mans pemhed on both sides. ,Ah was obliged to.
submit to a humiliating truce, and to retreat to
Cufi, while his successful rival wrested from him
the provinces of Persia, Yemen and Egypt. Five
years after Ali had- ascended the throne of the
Caliphs, he was put to death by an assassin in_the
mosque of Cufi. Moawiyah, now become all pow-

‘erful, persuaded Hassan, the son of Ali; o re-
nounce his claims to the throne, which he imme-
- diately aseended and founded the dynasty of the
Ommiades, 4. ». 661. Ihus the persecutors of :
- Mahomed usurped the mhemtanee of his chzldren.i &

Hossem, the younger brother of Hassan continu-
ed to serve in ‘the armies of the Caliph against
~the Christians ; but at the end of twenby years
“he was led to his ruin, by a persuasion wicked v
Jinstilled into has mind, that a large portion of
the Maosulmfms were ready to assist him ig re-
_covering his paternal right,  While he was pro- -
~ ceeding to join this supposed body of troops, with

only a few horse and foot, he was overtaken and

surrounded by “the emissaries of Moawiyah, ‘hig
followers ﬁdh’amg with the fary of lions, were cut
down to a man, and the grandson of Mahomed ‘
himself fell covered mﬁh thu'ty-t-hree ‘
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rasintain an adherence to the family of Ali, The
o szJ mang thus became divided into two parties,
the friends and the enemies of Ali, the former are-
calied ‘S}'zzzlﬂs and comprises the Mahomedans of
P rsin. While they acknowledge Mahomed as the
Apostle, they maintain that Ali was the Viear of
(God, and they execrate the memory of the first
tiree Caliphs, Abubeker, Omar and Othman, wh
in their opinion usurped the throne which belonmc
of right to Ali. The opposite sect is that of the
Sonnites, among whom the whole nation of the
Turks is included. These were esteemed the most
orthodox by the majority of Mahomedans. They
were not deficient in respect for Ali, buf consi-
_ dering that the succession. to the Caliphat was
o ;reaulated by the degrees of sanctity possessed by
*each Caliph, they assxvned to Ali the lowest rank.
The descendants of Ali and Babomed; though
thus exeluded from the throne of their ancustor
have enjoyed through all ages, the peculiar venera
tion of the Mahomedans. In Arabia, they a
called Scheriffs ; in Syria and Turkey, Emirs;
Africa, Persia and India, Seids. In the laphe of
two or three centuries the posberity of Abbas, the
uncse of "\Ia\mmed had multiplied to the number
th rt"-shree thousand ; the race of Ali was, as
o supposed, equally prolific; of these indivi-
s, the meanest. was esteemed above the great-,
¢ pringes, the highest was supposed to be

L Eg ual in perfection to the angels.
T’oe family of Moawiyah, which now assumed
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the regal and saeerdota}' office, reigned for ninety
years, from 661 to 750, and removed the seat of
government to Damascus.  The tide of conquest
which has in some measure abated during the
reigns of Othman and Ali, now rose again and
rolled on with impebuosity. Africa and Spain were
:deed to their empire. - But before we enter upon .
the cor:q'uescs of the Arabs along the coast of Afri-
2 and the subjugation of Spain, it is advisable to
record the two memorable sicges of Constantino-
ple. As soon as the Caliph Moawiyah had firt mly
; tSmG]l\hed himself in the thmﬂe he determined
%0 besiege the capital of the east, and to excin-
suish the Grecian empire. In the year 668 a
- powerful fleet sailed through the Hellespont, and
laid siege to Coustantmor le ; but the Saracens oun
the one hand had not yet acquired sufficient science
to capture a well ‘defended city ; on the other
hand, the Greeks, though under the government
of the weakest of their emperors, were animated
with their ancient spirit of valour, and determin-
ed to defend with their lives, the last eitadel of
sheir liberties and faith.  But even their valour
and aeqperamon wounld scarcely have sufficed
repel the atmcks .which the Saracens continued m
“make durma six years if the Greeks had nobt been
‘possessed of the maritime or Greek fire, as it was
‘called. It was said to have heen invented by
Callinicus, a native of Syria; though the vulgar
Delieved that the mystery of this defensive weapon
was revealed to the first Constantine by an angel,
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- jwho ‘strietly en.]omed that it shmﬂd not be re-
vealed to any foreign nation. Itis suppused to
have been composed of naphtha, sulphur and’
pitch. The mode of preparing it was ranhec@
‘among the mo&,t important of state secrets ; i annw
our conjectuxe of its ingredients may therefore

" he erroneous. From this mlxture which, when
ignited, produced a thick smoke and a Toud
explosion, proceeded a powerful flame, whieh only
acquired additional energy from the action of
water, It was either poured from the ramparts
“in boilers, on the msaxlants, or dwcharcred among

: eir ranks in. red hot bal is, or deposzted in fire-
. ships which were dlspersed among the flees of x:[
~ enemy, and set them in a general blaze.

farmzdabie weapon i now emp}wed ta repei the

‘ eﬁectﬂ they fouml all their eﬁ'ai'ts deummlv bat-

.ﬁed As they reluctantly withdrew from the s1ege
minds seemed to be subdued by bhame, ang

r the first time the lofty spirit of ‘the Saracens
hawed befm‘e their enemies, and they consented
o pay an annual tnbute to ?he Gr{'ﬁe.]z\ empire, :

Wmle the Caliph Wahd one of t’ne Ieast enter-
: ; ising of the race of the Om mdes reposed indas
dolerice at Damascus, and his c'enemls were eri-
played in reducmg ‘%pam and Transomana, au-
er of hxs armies o spread the provmce
i ‘ocee&ed a §eco]
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time to. the siege of Oonatantmople The Y[ahc»‘ '
vmdm generai advaaeed mth 2 hundred and.

e ‘iwem’y thousand men, chiefly mounted on horses

and camels, to the straits which separate Euxoye
~from Asia, and crossing over, laid elose siege to
the capital. A fleet consisting of eighteen hun-
dred ships large and small, at the same time sail-
ed up the Bosphorus, and anchored off the port.
buddedly the fire ships filled with the tremendous
Greek fire, which had been equipped and eonceal-
ed in the barbour, launched forth, and mingling
with the vessels of “the enemy; so completely des-
~ troyed thﬂm, that in a few hours no vestige of this
- mighty armameant vemained. The besaegmo army
dlso began to feel the effects of famine and dis-
pase; the barhamms from the Danube were drawu
by large promises fo defend bha capzt&l zmd the
Mahome&an general after a siege of - tbxrﬁeen
 monthe was onhved to raise it and retire.

- 'We have somewhat anticipated the progress of

events Shat we mwhb comprise within one view
the two sieges of (/onstanmnople We now pro-
ceed with the conquest of Africa and Spain.
In the year 665, Akbah, the aeneral of the Ca-
liph, m xrched with ten thousand men to attempt
anew the subjugation of Africa. ~He  speedily-
stripped the Greek emperor of all hxs dominions
~in that region, and marching throug}x the desert

- in which the cities of Morocco and Fez afterwards
arose, was stoppe& in his career only by the At- ‘
mnbm ocean, Spumnﬂ his horse mto the waves, i
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and lifting up his eyes to heaven; he exclaimed,
“@reat God! if my course were nob stopped by
this sea, I would still go on to the unknovwn king-
doms of the west, preaching the unity of thy holy
* name, and putting to the sword the rebellious na-
tions who worship any other God but thee.’ Ame-
rica was then undiscovered ; but had Columbus
‘lived eight centuries earlier, the fanatic Akbah
would probably have embarked for America, and
spread the doctrines of Islamism thronghous that
immense continent. The final conquest of Africa by
_ the Mahomedans was not accomplished much be-
fore the year 709. Christianity was entirely rootv :
~ed out of the land.  Five hundred churches ha
 been prevmuslv overturned by the fury of the Do ‘
" natists, the Vandals and the Moors. The spirit -
 of the Gospel had 1ong been lost amidst these con- -
. ‘tentions; and now the outward profession of it
‘was extinguished. The province which had fur-
_nished so many able defenders of Christian truth
“in 'lertnihzm, Athanasius; Augustian and others,
which at one time contained the two metropolitan
- sees of Alemndrm and Carthage, was overspread
with the d ctrines of Mahomed ; and within fifty
years after its final conquest,’ the licutenant of the
Caliph reported to him that the tribute impesedon
~, the infidels was' abohshed ‘by their conversion. Ot
' the unhappy Natives many hundred thousand were %
' sold for slaves ; the regt were gradually mingled
~with the famzhes of the strangers, whose I'mgu'weq
: reed they adcpted aud msensxb b the




who]e region from bhe banks of the Euphrat@s w. :
.the shores of the Atlantic bécame oue nation, with
new msmtutwns and laws, a new 1e11gxon and lan-
guage. i
. The Saracens had now reached the narrow straits
u,.i Gihraltar which separate Europe from Africa.
Before them to the north lay the Goshie kingdom
of Spain, governed by Roderick, whose implacable
foe, Count Julien, was seeking by all means fairor
nefarious to subvers his throne. In a moment of
folly he m\nted the Saracens to invade Spain, and
thus entailed on his native land the calamities of
seven centuries. The Goths, during a long inter-
val of peace, had lost that lofty and ardent spirit,
which formerly made them the terror of Roume,
and which had led them victoriously from the
banks of the Danube to the shores of the Atlan-
tic; the walls of the cities were mouldered into
dust ; the youth had abandoned the exercise of
arms ; and the eounfry offered an easy conguest
to the ambitious Mopselmans, then in the meri-
dian of their career. Musa, the general of the
Caliph in Africa, joyfully embraced the invitation
of Julien ; and in the month of July 710, the frst
band of Saracens landed in Spain. This expedi-
tion was intended chiefly to reconnoitre the conn-
try, and to ascertain the prospects of success,
which, from the report made, appeared to be flat-
tering. ~ The next year, another descent was made
with five thousand men under the command of
Tarik ; whose name i3, immortalized by the far-
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famed rock called after him Gibraltar, (Gebel-ul-
‘Tarik,) the spot on which he first set foot. = His
progress was rapid, and served to convince Ro-
derick of his danger. The Gothic monarch sum-=
moncd the dukes, counts, bishops and mobles of
the monarch to join him with all their followers ;
and a hundred thousand men advanced under thé
Gothic banner to Xerxes near Cadiz, where a suc-
cession  of obstinate engagements was fought,
which in the fourth day terminated in the com-
plete defeat of the Goths. The battle of Xerxzes
decided the fate of the kingdom ; and a country
which had resisted the Romans in the zenith of -
their power for two hundred years, yvielded to the
Saracens in a single campaign. Koderick, the
king, flying from the field of battle, was dréwned
i the Guadalquiver, = Tarik lost no'time id im-
proving his victory. He marched through the
e country with speed and impetuosity, before the
. ~ Goths could recover from their panic; town after
town surrendered to him, and before the cloge of
- the campaign he had marched seven Linndred miles
from Gibraltar to the bay of Biscay.
P Musa, envious of the unexmnpled success of his
il lieutenant, passed over in haste into Spain at the
: ‘head of 18,000 men, determined to appropriate to
himself the laurels which had been won by ang-
" ther. The towns and provinces which had not
vet submitted to the Mahomedans, he subdued ;
and as he entered Toledo, deprived Tarik of his -
mmmand in a full council of war, on the pretence '
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that he had dzsobeved erdew“ Tarik, th) was
‘ doz'w bvhss aoldlers, mwht easzlv have exeited
~ them to redress this injustice, but he pmﬁarmaf
v the safer course of laying his wrongs before the
L Caliph, who ane‘&xatelv ordered that he should
i be reinstated in his command. Tarik, again at
: the head of an army, pushed his conquests more
rapidly than ever, and Musa not to be outdone by
him, exerted himself with increased energy, for the
éntire subjugation of Spain.  His ardour increas-
ed with bis suceess, and ‘though then far advanced
_in years, he proposed “ to follow the course of the
, 'from 1its ‘sourcé to the Fuxine sea; to
‘overthrow tlw Greck or Roman empire of Con-
, st’mﬁmapm and ra'cuz'nmg from Europe to Asza,
~to unite hw new ‘acquisitions with Antioch and’
; £ Syria.”  But bee he Wwas in
dp lging in these macrmﬁcent prnjeccﬁ, a messen-
e wer ‘from the (mhph suzed the reins of his hm:'se,
o m the preseuce of all his broaps and commanded
[ 5—an order
: whxch he dared not despise. Tarik was at the
same time recalled, that the Cal iph might hear
from their own kps the cause of their mutual dig-
sensions. The progress of Musa resembled ra-
ther a triumph than the journey of a ‘suspended
officer. Four huudreé of the flower of the Go-
thie nobz}afsv, and of the noblest and’ moat beaum—, !
ful female Gaphves followed in i:us'mam, whiek
Cowas. swelled by the numerons carriages which
‘ ~bore the prodxomus woalth fha had atmassed.
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When Musa reached Syria, Walid was on his
- deathbed and Eolymau his brother and heir, anxi-
‘ous to gecure these i:reasures for “himself) com-
manded him to delay his entry into Damascus.
- Musa imprudently disregarded this order, and
preﬂ@nte& himself before Walid, who having heard
the tale of both generals, couvicted Musa of in-
justice. The Caliph soon after expired, and Soly-
"‘man prepared to wreak his vengeance on the dis-
obedient general. He was thrown into prisom;
beaten with rods, stripped of his wealth and to
crown his mlsery, was presented with the head of

cansed to be assassivated in Spain.

hig valm'ous son, whom the dastardly bolyman uad o ’

_ During the forty years which sueceeded the 1eeali e

of Musa and Tarik, the Mahomedan po essions in
‘Spain were governed by the viceroys of the Culiphs.
.The few Christians who refused to submit to the
Moosulman yoke, fled to the inaccessible fastnesses
- of the Asturias, and formed the germ of a bhms- ‘
tian kmgdom ‘the rise and progress of which be-
long to the su—eeeedma period, of lmtmy In the
k year 732 Abderaham was appointed.to the govern~
ment of Spmn, and formed the great design of in-
vading Gaul, and cnrrymg his victorious arms to

the shores of the Baltic. Preparahons were made
for. this expedmon on a large scale; troups were,
 levied in Afvica ; 2nd from all parts of the Caliph’s ,
o éommwns warriors flocked to the standard. of

Abde ham, to ghare nthe approachmo ctrumm
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%e raprd canquest of Spam by the f'erocmm o
: Samcens had: ﬁlled Europe with alarm ; the mighty

- preparahons now in progress for the sub,]ugatmu;
of the of Sher Chnstlan kingdoms, became a source

of . still move intense anxiety both to prince and

\' people, who looked with dismay at the: approach of

these ministers of destruction. Abderaham open-
ed the campaign by the total defeat of Eudes,

" duke of Aquitaine ; and with an armament, the

like of which had not been seen since the days
of “Alarie, he marched throuw}l southern and cen-
tral Trance, spreading desolation in his progress.

- Nothing was heard on all sides, but the shrieks of
',vwlated females and the groans of the dying ; the
- most flourishing towns were reduced to ashes. -

"\1eanwhxie Charles Martel, nominally the mayor

~ of the palace, but really the sovereign of France,

‘havmn' determined, if possible, to save Chrxsten» E
 dom, colleeted the means of resmtance m Belnmm
and Germany, and when his plans Were. mature,

bo’dly advanced towards the enemy, who were
drawn up in a plain between Tours and Poitiers.

~ After six days of skirmishing, both armies advanc-
~ed to the shock, which was long and bloody. The

soldiers on both sides performed pmdxgles of
valour; the generals rivalled each other in 'the
skill of their movemenﬁs, but in the end ‘the
mpenetmble ranks, robust fram es, and iron hands’
of the Germans, tarned the ?ortune of the day.

‘Am incredible number of 'Saraeens wexe left dead

on’ the ﬁeld of batde., The genemi Abderabam
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- wag among the slain. Under cover of the. mght' Sl
the Mahumedms precipitately left their tents, 0
abandoned ail their plunder, and fled. This cele-
: brated victory, won. by the valour and conduet of
Charles Marte!, saved Christendom from the yoke
of the Mahomedans, and dispelled whatever hopes
they had cherished of adding Europe to t;helr
" dominions. ;
' 'We have thus @mced the Hxsi‘.ory’ of the Maho»
medans to the period when they had reached the
zenith of their power, The reader will have per-
© geived that within one century after Mahomed de-
clared himself the prophet of God, his SUCCESSOTS,
~ the Caliphs, had become the most power!ul mo-
w narc.hs in the Globe, aud governed an ewpire which
‘ that of Rame “ The lano*uage b

o8 t‘ é Dopu ar 1&mm in alls
tward of the Tigris.”” The farther ﬂrowth of this
mpire Was effectually. checl&ed by thebat-
is irruption mte

apmb of temporai ﬁnd spir

‘ tual conqucat whiéh Mahomed ‘had hreathed inf
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t0o discordant to continue long united under a

single ruler; dissension of the fiercest character
broke out among the chiefs; and within a few

years Spain and Beypt were both severed from the

- dominions of the Caliph. The Ommiades were
also hurled from their throne s and a new dynasty
obtained the ascendancy, under whom a taste for
luxury was  substituted for the military ardour
which had raised the Mahomedan empire to such
a pitch of greatness. The continued safety of t he
Christian states in Europe was secured perhaps as,
much by these internal dissension of the Moosul- .

mans, as by their own courage.

. The family of Ommiyah had never been popular,
except among the Syrians; and the wishes of the

- faithfil were now turned to the kindred of Maho-

med. - The Fatimites, or descendants of Fatima,

~were weak and pusillanimous ; but the £Dbbassides,
- the descendants of Abbas, the unele of the pro-

phet, had long been preparing to support their

~pretensions to the throne. The Ommiades chose
- white as the colour of their party ; the Abbassides
,v‘bore a black standard.” With the quarre!l of the

whifie and black factions the whole of the Moosy]-
man world was distracted, from the Atlantic to

the Indus.  On the banks of the Zab, their irmies
~met; that of the Ommiades consisting of a hun-

dred and twenty ' thousand men ; that of their
$oes, of only a sixth of that number. The Caliph,

- Mervan, the last of the Ommiades, was irretrieva.
' bly. defeated, and eventually lost his life. Abdalla

i
v
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now ascended the throne, and established the éy-
nashy of the Abbassides, a. 2. 7 50. They aban~
doped the capital, Demaseus, znd 0 the eastern
banks of the Tigris erected the city of Bagdad,
which they made the metropolis of their domi-
niops.  There they 1aid aside the simplicity and
frugality of the first Caliphs; aceumulated treasures
which sound in our ears incredible, and eroulating
the splendour of Persian monarchs,. erected the
post sumptuous palaces, and adorned their court
with all the magnificence of the east. Bub that
ich gives them2 claim %o the gratitude of pos-
is the ardour with which they began 0 cul-
The treasures of Greeian litera-
llected from various quar-
ke Arabie languages

wh
terity
tivate letters.
ture angd science Were co
ters, and trapsiated into b

spirit of intellectual

scheols were opened 3 and &
encouraged by royal munificence, gave s
benignant charactér to the Maho-

enquirys

pew- and more
;'me’dans. At a time when Christian Burope was
barbarism apd ignorance, learning found
d. encouragement in the courts of the
Aboat half a:century after the esta-
of the dynasty of the Abbassides, t! '
an ul Raschid suceeeded to
throne.  He was the most power{ul and vigoroud
monarch of hisrace, the friend and ally of Charle-
jagne, the liberal protector of science and litera-
ture, and, we may add, the hero with whéée name
- Buropeaus -aré made familiar from their childhood
' in the Arabian tales. : -

sunk in,
refuge an
Q:-‘d.l}.)hs.

blishment
celebrated Har

10

e

the

e
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The Abbassides having dethmncd the Ommiades
m.mw them with reieublcw fury, and extirpated
the whole race, with the e;;wptwu of one youtiy,
Abderahman, who sought safety in flight, and af-
ter escaping a hundred dengers landed in Spain in
the early part of the year 755, He was received
with acclamations by the people, and in the shors
wpace of a single year triumphed over all his ene-
- e :=, and founded the independent kingdom of

¢ Ommiades of Spain. ) ;

Secr. 5.

dory of dtaly from the days of Narses—The Lombard
fingdom—1Nis Extont—4 boin —His 3 'z'.u’jbi'l'amasw;’l s7or-
tunes of his D

secoutd
3 the

ACONE—

Jvinglan .Al)yncm.r‘_l/A—C: seses the A !,;m—‘—.)’.")cj’
Py hade on dhe See of

Chdrlemegie succeeds to the Linpire.

H.avmgr traced the history of vhe Mahomedans
frown their origin, to the period when their epiris
of femporal and spiritual conquest as a sect had
burned down to the socket, and they began to
cultivate the arts of peace and to indulge in the
enervabing pleasure of luxury, we resume the his-
scory of Italy, from the time when Narses, the ex.
arel, invited the Lombards, or' Longhbeards, to
establisly themselves in it Albuin, who was ‘L’me

Panr II, M




in the year;568 ami establi d the cap:ta} ot his
- mew kingdom of Lombardy at Pavm, ‘where his
successors reigned for two centuries. - They were
‘never masters of the whole of Italy ; and their au-
“therity did not extend farther south than Rome.
The territory around Ravenna confinued obedient
to the Greek emperor, and to his. vzcemy, the ex-
.~ arehy Rome, nominally subjected to the exarch,
" was virtually under the control of its bishop ; the

 territories comprised within the present kingdom
of Naples were under the sceptre of a prince, who

though a Lombard by descent, was in fact inde- ek

penéenb of the kings of Lambardy Their au-

 thority was not compiete even in the north otr
e Jtaiy _where the Venetians, who were ‘then lay-
- ing the foundation. of their emplre, mamtamed a
. species of mdependence. e

Few dynasties have been more unforhuna,te than ;
that of the Lombards. Alboin had not been seated
‘on his new throne more than four years, before he

5 _ was assassinated ‘Lhrough the revenge of his wife,

: *whom, during a debauch, he had compelled to
- drink wine out of the skull of her father, which
© Alboin, after putting hun o death, had sbaped in-
to the form of a bowl. Of his tweuty successors,
by far the greater number perished by violence ;.
 and the entire period of their savereignty was dis-
‘.:urbed both by mtestme brmls, and by the hostx-
lity of the Greeks and the Franks, Authatre, fhe
hird in suceessmn fmm Albom, was i‘:he ﬁrst T
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the Lombur& ngs te embrace Chr:smmtr. Haf
. and his peopie made 3 professxon of Arianism, but
were. in general so tolerant of other sects, as in
many cities to permit ths existence of two Bishops,
the one Cutholic, the other Arian. During seven-
t¥ years after their irruption into Italy, the Lom-
bards were without any written laws, Rothaire,
the eighth in succession from Alboin, summoned a
~diet of his nobles at Pavia, and collected the esta-
blished usages into a code; o which his suceessors
nndp several additions. At length, in the year -
712, Lievtprand ascended the throne of Lombardy.
He possessed many great and excellent qualities,
‘but they were counterbalanced by inordinate am-
birion. Not satisfied with the ample domains of ‘
 his ancestors, he endeavoured to make himself mas-

ter of all Italy, and an opportumty Was soon. af Gl

“forded lixm for making the effort, 0 ,
 Those who ‘haye studled the rehgxon of the Bi-
ble, must pereeive that nothma can be more con-
‘trary to the spirit of Chx'lstlamty than the wor-
shlp of images; but this practiee had gradually
grown up among the Phrzﬂman nations both of the
west and the east, and was encouraged by all the
dignitaries of the Church, Leo, the emperor of
Constantinople, on his accession to the thpone
A. D. 718, determined to root out a pmctwe so're-
~ pugnant to every Christian feehn , and command-
~“ed all images to be removed out of the churches
“‘throughoub his dominions, The people were in.
ceensed at the destructwn of the i'avomi;e objects of
TM2
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; the«xr alam»xon, fmd in many plaees m, sed g
dmturbances. hre Bxshop of Rome, ﬂlu mp
* declared himself the ateady friend of image wor-
ship, and turned every stone to thwars the plavs
~of Leo, surnamed the image-breaker 3 ; ; and rather
than that the people should be dem,wed uf their
3 ‘eneoura"ed them to revolt against their ! layw-
ful sovereign. His language tothat prince breathes
a spirit of insufferable insolence.  Hesens letters
0 the various vities of Italy, exhorting them to
stand firm in the defence of the holy images. When
therefore the orders for their destruction arrived
from Constantmopl&, the populace ab Ravenna rose '
o tumult ‘and the : mhomty of the emperor’s
“vmamy was annihilated in the ciby.- Lleummnd,k
~ deetned thxs a fis opportunity for extending his
aut‘vomw over Italy, and laid siege to R&venna,‘
‘which was ab length carried hy storm ; and the cmm,r;
cities, alarmed at the fate of the c.zgxmi surrender.
ed without resistance. Ravenoa was however sub-
- sequently reconquered by the Greeks. Lxuﬂm and
then proceeded to Rume, and summoned it to
suzxender, and the Pope sent to Charles Mort:],
~the hero who had just. delnezscd hkmezwanm,
from the Mahomeda 15 o mﬁre 15 that he would
take the holy see under his prm sction.  Chatles
was too deeply enﬂa%d ‘in his own'afirirs to
. be able to divert his ai‘ﬂeanvn to those of Laly »
- but he recened the Pupes mmsen%r "
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*the @ic* te of lis reign betook himselt to a mo-.
n»zswry, Jeaving the throne to As{:olgho wh

faid i ‘ge anew to. Ravenna, took it, and extrm
@maheu the Jine of the exarchs, ‘He then sum-
moned Rome to sarrender ; and the Pope, Btephen,
seeing no other mode of relief, crossed the Alps,
and in person solicited Pepin the son and succes-
sor of Charles %o relicve the city. fmm the pre-
sence of the Lombards,
The reader must now retrace in his memory

o the batile of Poitiers, gained by Charles Martel

- and the. expulsion of the Moosulmans from Gau,r
("nar}% was mayot of the palace - o the king of
France, Gmlperw the II., that is to say, e way

the powerful vrzxer of a weak sovereign. Onhis
death in 741, he bequeathed the kmodom £o his - ‘

- two sons, Carloman and- Pepin, and a small. do- -
main to his bastard ; thus parcelling out the: pro- o
vinces of France, as if he had beem the real S0-. ot
vereign of the country. Both princes continued to
tread in the footsteps of their father, and hum-
bled the Qwabxaus, the dearmns and. the Saxons,
In 752 quloman, weary of the cares of royalty,

and anzious to pass the remainder of his d:ws in
rehwmm repose, rmmmd his power: to his sons
and retired to.a monaaterv,,wher@ he took the
JJows, and eventually ended his days. Pepm who
was determined to have no oomoemﬁar forced his
nephews into.a cloister and sexzed then’ inheri-

Emce I‘he bme now appeared to him rxpc for




‘placma hhe dmdem on hls ow 'brow 'The Bxshop e
~ of Rome was ab this period. eonszdered the highest

‘spxmbual authonty in Burope ; and was held in
 the deepest veneration by the uncivilized nations
who' had occupxed the various provinces of the
" Roman emplre. To him Pepin applied to know
‘whether he ‘might assume the royal sceptre.

Zachary, the pope, was flattered with an appeal,

which appeared immeasurably to exalt his power,
“and to imply his authority to dispose of crowns,
and to change dynasties. He was also anxious to
“secure a powerful friend who might protect Rome

. from the encroachments of the Lombards. He

. decided according to the wishes of Pepin, and
_pronounced that the nation rmght lawfully unite:

* the title and authority of king in the same person..

The insignificant C hilderie, the last of a long line
of vicious kings, was shaven and quietly lodge.d in
‘a almﬁter, where he ended is ‘days, end Pepm
was procldnmed king of the French. Thus ended
- the Merovingian, and thus began the . second or Car-
‘lovingian dynasty, A. . 751" From this date the
 kings of Frauce have been designated the ¢ Idest

sons of the Church. Pepm laid aside the heathen

ceremony of coronabion, which consisted in being
raised on & buckler by his so]dlers, and adopted
- from scripture the Jewish mode of consecratmu
by holy oil, which was poured on his head by Bo-
niface, the blshop of Metz, the aposnle of Germany, -
ough by bnrbh an Enohﬂhman. From that. day‘
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: aeremeny of holy unction at thexr coroxlaj;wn and -
from this event may be dated the arrogan‘r, assumip-
' tion by the popes of Rome, of the power to dispose

of the kmgdoms of the earth as the Viearsof

‘Christ.

Tt was a year or two after the Pope of Romg
had conferred this benefit on Pepin, that Stephen
the Pope crossed the Alps, and appeared before
him in person to implore aid against the Lombards.
Pepin received him with gréat distinction, and con-

. cluded a treaty with him, by which he engaged to

- make over to the holy see, the whole of the Exar-
~ chate, when he should have conquered it. ~After
having been again anointed, with holy unction by
the-Pope, he crossed the Alps and fell upon the -
Lowbards. Astolphus their king sued for peace,
" and ‘agreed fo give up the provmce of the Exar-
chate which had been wrested from the Greek
‘emperors ; and the keya of the cities were sent by :

* Pepin, and deposited upon the tomb of St. Peter i : h

at Rome. ' This rich domain, conmstmﬂ of Raven-
na, Bologna and Ferrara, was made over in su-
“preme and absolute dominion to the Bishops of
“Rome; and thus for the first time did the world
“behold a Christian bishop invested with sovereign -
power, and wielding in one hand a pastoral erook,
in the other, a temporal sword. This territory
~was henceforth called the Patrimony of St. Peter,
‘and has been en_]oyed from that time to the pre-
: sent, with little increase or dlmmuﬁxon, by those .
 who ecall themselves the Vlca.rs of Ghrxsﬁ noi'.wmh- -
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;stqndma }ns ueclamtwn thab }m Lmoﬂom was not;

of this world. - The reign of Pepm was not inferi-

~ov in glory to that of his father Charles Martel.

.He sub(iued‘ is. enemies in every direction, and
enlarged his kingdom; but at his death, which
“happened in 763, he divided it among his two sons
Charles and Carloman. Carloman died three years
after, and Charles disregarding the rights of his .
nephem, seized upon their pammony, and became
sole king of the l*ranks, A, D 772, This brings

 us to the memorable age of Charles the Great,
‘usually known as - O]IARIJJ"\IAGB‘D the 'greatest
'md mse»t monm:ch ot the mxddie ages. :

' Ssc?- 6

Literary and Eccfesmste‘ml A faces fz-om the S f:‘h 19 e‘fw
eighth eentury—-Statc of Literature in the West— I the st
»-Progress of C’zmatmmh/ among the Barbarians—TIn Fre-

land ; France ; Englind and Saw:ofumépu'zz tfPerswm‘

" tion=—Cleremonies—Ponp of Clristian worship—The trus
Cross—The Saerament.of the Bucharist~—Purgatory—Cos-
Fession ‘of . Stn—St. l’li_gicxs’s sugnary of Claistian. Dog-
fra;w«—Szzzrafs««C'mmcil s«The. seven Foumenical Councils

. —Origin, progress and eform of M onaghism—The Clergy
and Laziy——-Pmm ess of the Sec of Rame tmmrd.s power. .

We have reserved for a separa% secimn,ﬂ
- ”i:elf ry and ecclesnbtmal notices of the four centn. =
| 1iesof ntellectual ﬂluom, whmh' @ervened betwem L
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el st p'wsetwn of the two mezrcs and fhe age e'*“;
ua,xvmmcrne. The. decay of genuine Me“an' Eant
1y be traced indeed from the timeof the Antoni IY("‘.:: s
~batin the age of Constantine it became still more
appavent, and from that period j ignorance #nd bar-
barism advanced with hasty strides.” This is attri-
buted to two canses ; the inerease of supersiition,
cand the irruption of the northern pations. Sn-
perstition spread .its baneful shadow over the
land, and men began to think that God might be
propitiated by the torture they inflicted on them-
selves, fo venerate the bones and relics of saints,
and to proceed on idie pilgrimages. An age of
prodigies; r hc», aud p:!frrmmﬂes, was littleadapt-
ed to the prowzress of the human mingd sand we
e nsequently find that, under this ‘debasing influ-
_ence, knowledge gradually decreased. —The nor.
thern nations who broke in upon the prov.ncem of -
 the Roman Empire were unlettered savages ; and-
mthouwh after their settlement t?:ey founidit ne-
cessary ‘to adopt the civilized practice of esliect-
ing their public ordinances into s coda, vet for
- several centuries following their u'ruptmn they
~continued in & semi- barbaroua state, © Theodoric,
the mast illustrious sovereign among these tribes,
was unable even to read and write, In the con-
vulsions which fol 1owed their inroads, the litera-
ture Whmh had been cu twared by the Romana
’ was swept away ; and it was only among the
clergy that any vestige of the ancient Iearmnw v
continued to exist ; and even their Wmmgxz, dons
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_ fined chiefly to books of Martyrs and the lives of
 the Saints, betrayed a childishness of thoughtand
expression, which formed a strange contrast with
the vigorous cenceptions of ‘the preceding ages.

Such was the state of literature in the West.

- Inthe Fastern empire, the Qreek language, the
language of genius and taste, continued still fo be
spoken and writben ; but no new writers arose
who could bear any comparisons with those who

" had rendered this language immortal by their
productions. In the year 398 a canon of the
Coouneil of Carthage, forbade the study of secular
books by Bishops ; and though this edict may not
have produced any serious effects, it was a clear
index of the spirit'of the age. The only works:

" which continued to be in demand were treatises on
controversial divinity, alike destitute of importance
and taste ; so that the state of learning in the
Fast though not 'so deplorable as in the Western
Provinees, was ab a low and miserable ebb.  One
circumstance connected with literature requires
wore particular mention. In the age of Justiniav,
sume remnants of the ancient philosophy of Greece
lingered at Athens; a few degenerate philosophers
still gave lectures in the almost solitary sehools.
Amidst the general spread of Christianity thejf
had lost their importance; but as the heathen
sophists had been for four centuries the most bit-
ter opponents of Christianity, Justinian caused

 the schools to be closed, and exiled the seven phi-
losophers.  This event was ‘without any conse-

*
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Quennea for tze heathen ‘philosophy had Ionrr be-
fore sunk irretrievably into the dust;—yet the
final extinetion of that school of learning, which
~ bad been rendered illustrious by the names of
Soerates and Plato, of Aristotle and Zeno, after a’
thousaud years of glory, demands the attention
of the reader even ut so brief a view of betury as
~the preseut. '
We‘ now proceed to notice the extension of
Christianity among the barbarous nations. We
have already stated that the Goths were the first
among the barbarians who embraced Chuutlamty,
zhmuUh the preuchmc of Ulphilas. - Tue other
tribes of savages as they suceesuve!y settled in
~ the Roman. provinces, the Burgundians in Gaul,
~the Suevi iu Spain, the Vandals of Africa, and
the. Ostrogoths of Pwnoum, embraced the Chrxs-l'

“tian faxth, though they felt little or none of its

vital spirit, It is worthy of remark that all these .
barbarous nations, originally adopted the Arian
ereed, but exchanged it for the Catholic doctrine
before the age of Charlemacrne.  In the year 432,
“mma.c}m a native of Scotland, subsequently re-
nowned as St. ‘Patrick, arrived in Irel and, and ap-
plied himself with such diligence and success to
the conversion of the pagan inhabitants, as to
have been Jusbly deemed the Apostle of the Irish;
and though within a few _years after this event
L,hnstlamty suffered almost a total eehpse in Eng.
land by the inroad of the Saxons, it was never
subterted in Ireland. A niece of the king of
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o Burgﬁn&y,l}mviﬁg; in 493, married the king of the .
© Tranks, then mewly established in Gaul, was in.
strumental in bringing him and his subjects over
to the profession of Christianity. The Franks
_were the only tribe of the northern nations who
originally embraced the Catholic doctrine. A
daughter of the King of the Franks, about a cen-
tury after, having married the Saxon king of Kent
jn England, who was & heithen, inelined him to
receive the doctrines of Christianity preached; as
we have already related, by St. Augustin. Little
s our Saxon ancestors imbibed of the genuine
spirit of ‘the gospel, they evinced an anxiety to
. impart it to ‘bheif heathen neighbours of Germany,
B which ‘was felt by no other Christian people in
Hurope. Christianity was not carried beyond the
Rhine among the yet heathen tribes of Germany
much before the seventh century ; and its propa-
gation there was owing almost exclusively ta the
real of English Missionaries. The first foreign
missionary who embarked from the shores of Eng-
jand was St Wilfred, who passed over to the con-
tinent, and ab the risk of his life preached the
gospel among fhe Frisians, a Germanic tribe. Hs
was followed by a succession of bold and zealous.
: men swho counted not their lives dear; that shey
F might secure the conversion of the heathen. At
length arose Winfrid of Devonshire, well known
“among all succeeding ages as the celebrated St.
Boniface, the Apostle of Germany. " He was the
greatest ecclesiastic of thab age, and may justly
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daetors of markid. m:u tiur. 7 vears 0}' zeatous
and um‘exmi:tmt' ‘esertion, which was rew Jmie&"
© by the conversion of more than a hundred thou-
sand of the heathen, he fell a sacrifice to his ardor.
Ia his fourth missionary touramong she Friesland-
ers in 735, he was attacked by a band of fierce
pagans, and perished under their weapons, and
thus at the advanced age of seventy -iwe, was he
tonoured with the crown of martyrdom. Of his as-
sistants, by far the grester number were from his
own isle; their names are enshrined in the Calendar
of Sainty in association with a rabble of canonized
Vo,ﬂ; obwure bema from whose labours mavkind
derived no bl-'m:ﬁ". ,’ihe success of Bonilace and hig'
coadjutors was she triumph of Christian truth over:
beathen error.  But a new scene was u,m,m“ to’
‘epen in the region where they liad laboured
disseminate the (ms!)el in its own meek m;m ;
Charlemagne, who was engaged in ahzocuy ¢ou-
‘ ﬂ;cbnmth the ba..\m:.,,made wareqﬁaﬁy ontheir
national creed and national liberty. He entered
the country in 772, and after a me: mmhie warfare
Farotvaared to the year 780, constrained them to
_receive Cnmi’an -Baptism ; and thas m.f—‘, reishs
‘not relapse into heathenism, pasceizcu oub the
country into Buﬂopms, and founded schoolg and -
established mooasteries.  Towards the E&ms;.m :
Pannonia whom he a,ubdued e pursued the sama ‘
compulsory measures. It seemed indeed, s if

Luukmauue, in 411 othe' respects a wise and po
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litic prince, ‘had taken the ~‘vvii181fanaticism of the
Saracens as his model in this crusade.

' But while Christianity was thius acquiring new

*eonverts among barbarous natiops, great changes
were introduced into the character of the religion
iteelf, by which its genuine spirib-was altno’s't;fexzin-’ :
guished. TForemost among these debasing changes
may be placed that persecuting spirit, which grew
~up with the increase of the Christian Chureh i

power and influence. As soon as the heathen per-

secution ceased, and the Church became dominant,
the Christians retaliated upon the heathen yand
 thew turned the weapons of persecution upon each

- cther, secﬁ’fpubﬂ‘xﬁ‘ﬂg sect with relentless violenee.

 The emperor, now become ‘Christian, éﬁdéamﬁféd :

Cfo cdmpefaﬂ who differed from him to rel; nquish.

their opinions by ¢ivi unishments. The mem-

~ bers of the hierarchy fa the flame; and in'a
~ v‘ery;shart“timer,’oh‘é persecution of heretics came

~ to be reckoned among the obligations of areligion .
! .ﬁ‘aunc_iad in Fmeekne;ss'and bumility. ¢ Among the

st futal consequences which have resulted from.

" the union of Church and State is the. application

of the penalties of the one to the disorders of the

other. The heresies, which sprung up from time
to time, and which if left to the weapons of truth, -

' would have passed into oblivion, were swelled into

~ importance by unwise persecution, till the whols :

mu
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birth in ﬂzs tum to many subtle dxstmctwns, 80
that there appeared at Iengﬁh to be no common

_ principles of faith in which all conld unite. To

the honour ot the Gothie nat;wns it deﬁerves to

‘ ~be stated that they pursued a spirit of toleration,

which presented a pleasing contrast to that of furi-

. ous persecution, which prevailed among those who -

had received Christianity at an earlier period.
This baneful spirit was afterwards carried to the
highest piteh by the establishment of the Inqms]-
tion, of which we shall afterwards treat; and
though it has since greatly abated under the influ-
ence of cmhzatxon, it still breathes in the doctrine -
that all classes of Christians ouuht not be placedv

on a footing of civil equality.

- Before the ‘age of Constantme, Ohmstmmby had

lost much of 1bs original purity ; but after his re:gn” :
‘the detemoratwn proceeded forward at a more ra-
:pxd pace. Instead of the s1mphc1by of worship in-

culeated in the Scmptures, a great number of

foolish and pompous, ceremonies were introduced

into the churches. To conciliate the heathen who
had received the name, with little of the spirit, of -
Chmtxans, ‘many concessions were made to the

old superstxtmn. Expiatory processions . were

framed on the models of heathenism; and to
Christian Chucches was transferred the sancinty'
which was supposed to have resided i in Lhe temples

of the Gods, The utmost splendor was introduc-

ed into Christian worship, and the churches blaz-
ed thh gold aad silver and gems. " The same ve-
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weration for particular places which had marked
the heathen superstition, was gradually introduc-
ed ianto the Christian ritual. . The bones and re-
lics of martyrs and apostles were sought after with
esgerness, and were supposed to give peculiar
sanctity to the church in which they were deposit-
ed. Then came’ pilgrimages to the shrines; and
men and women left their occupations in erowds,
aid undertook long and perilous journeys to places
of reputed sanctity. To Pope Gregory, though
the greatest man of the sizth century, is justly as-

cribed the consummation of this external pomp.
and this veneration for relics. Inoneof his jetbers

(e

Le declared ¢ that the bodies of the holy martys
were so resplendent with miracles, that noone
gould approach them without awe even for the
purpose of worshipping them.’ - Prodigies - were .

U
Y

posed to be worked by garments placed in the
7, ag the most va-

7n

vicinity of their tombs. Gre

lusble gift he could bestow on the empress of
(tonstentinople, promised o send her some part

e

“of the chains which St. Peter wors o2 his neck and

hands,—if be could succeed in getting any filings
from them. Tt was in this age also that the wood
of the trile cross came inbo such demand ; that the
most barefaced impositions were practised on the
eredulous, and the quantity of wood said tohave
formed part of the cross, was found equal to the
timber required for building ave selof the largess
“size. ' The Suerament of the Fuckarist, which in

its original institution was simply & COXMMEMOrd.
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tion of the deatb of Christ, bees.me dumng this.
period the object of wild specnlation. It gradual-
“ly came to be considered one of the most awful
‘of mysteries, and the celebration of it was assimi-
lated to the mummeries of paganism. It was
during this period also that the doctrine of Pur-
gatory came into vogue. It was taught that there
was an intermediate state after death, in which
souls were purified from their more venial sins by
passing through the fire of purgatory. Pope Gre-
gory was also the first who established this among
the unquestionable dogmas of the Church. The
souls in 'pqrgatory were supposed to obtain deli-
verance through the prayers of the priest, which
opened a new source of boundless revenue to the
sacred order. From the earliest times, Con fesswn of
sin bad been made openly in the presence of the
_ whole chureh. But this practice was gradually laid
aside, andabout the middle of the fifth century, Leo,
the Bishop of Rome, enjoined thatconfession should
be made in private confidence to the priest alone ;
and thus was laid the corner stone of the power
of the priesthood. Every layman was obliged to
confide the secrets of his heart to his spiritual
‘guide at stated periods ; from his lips he received
absolution; and this gave the clergy an unbound-
ed influence over a superstitious and timorous laity.
—In short, the Christianity which was professed
and practised during the four centuries of whick
we treat, differed as widely as possible from the
truth revealed in the Gospel. It may be summed
Pawr 11, N :
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upin the wards of St. Eligious, a prelate of the

seventh century, “He is a good Christian who

-~ goes frequently to church and makes oblations at

(od’s Altar ; who never tastes of his own fruit tili
be has presented some to God; who can repeat
the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. Redeem your
souls from punishment while you have it in your
power ; offer your free gifts and tithes ; contri-
bute towards the luminaries in the holy places;
repair frequently to chureh, and 1mplore the pro-
tection of the saints.”

It was an opinion of the third century that the
"holy martyrs were asgessors of Christ and parti-
o mpatom in Lis kingdom, sitting in judgment with -

him. This doctrine gradually gained strength ag
error mmeased In the fourth and fifth centuries
 the reverence for martyrs and saints was chang-
 ed into actual worship ; and- prayers began fo be
" offered. up to them, and offerings to be made 2
 their shrines, and pilgrimages undertaken to them
' fombs. Out of this doctrine grew at first the use
of images, and then the worghip of them ;2 relies
. of the expiring superstition of Rome. In thedays
 of Gregory, towards the close of the sixth century,
the practice had taken firm root, and was not dis-
couraged by that prelate; and by the beginning
of the eighth century, the worship of i images had
overspread the whole of the Christian Chureh,
- both Eastern and ’Western.‘ Leo, the Emperor.
Gonﬁtantmople, s we haye already said, made ‘
L gm&to&t eﬁ“@rts to root out & prat;hce 50 re»g'
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pugnant to every principle of the gouspel; and sue-
_eeeded in his own dominions in the East; but his
efforts to banish images from his Italian stases
sceasioned many convulsions, and laid the founda-
tion for that schism bebween the Eastern and
Western Churches, which was completed in a suc-
ceading age. The Pope of Rome proclaimed him-
self the champion of image worship, and met with
the most ready support from the superstitious
clergy and ignorant laity of Europe; and from
thas time to the Reformation, the adoration of
ges continued to form un essential part of the
creed of Christendom, '
We have already stated, that during the 2ge of
Clonstentine, ‘it became the custom to convene
Couneils consisting of the Bishops and other dig-
nitaries of the Church, to settle disputes regard-
ing doctrine and discipline. OFf these Couneils
teren were deemed Ecumenical or universal, to
distinguish them from Provincial Councils which
were frequently held in each kingdom, to decide
questions of local importance. These seven great
councils ‘were held during a period of four hun-
dred and sixby-two years; the first that of Nice,
sab in 825; the last also assembled ab that place,
was held in the year 787. A brief notice of the
whjeets for which they were assembled will serve
to shew their character, and to point out the gra-
dual declension of the Christian Church from the
implicity of the truth. The two first were as-
sembled to ascerfain the doctrine of the Trinity ;
N2

-t
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and their
sense of Seripture, as interpreted by the majority
of Christians in that and every succeeding age.
“The third and fourth were engaged in settling the
comparatively trivial question of the mode of
Christ’s existence on eartb. The fifth was convened
to condemn certain false doctrines of Origin.
The sisth Council was occupied with questiors
gimilar to those which agitated the third and
fourth ; the seventh and last established the wor-
ship of images a8 the law of the Catholic Chureh,
All these councils were held in the East, in refer-
ence to controversies which had arisen.in that
quarter, and were attended 2lmost exclusively by,
Bishops from the East. Hence theig decisions are
 received, with the exception of those of the last,
~ as binding in every. respect by the Eastern or
Greek Christians, while they are regarded by the
“Western or Roman Church with veneration, bus
are not considered a perfect rule of faith and dis-

decrees were in accordance with the

cipline -
" QOnpe . of the most remarkable features in this
period was the spread of Monasticism, which gave
an entirely ;new aspect to the Christian Church,
and exercised nosmall influence upon publicevents.
Monachism, or the retirement of men from the
world, that they might pursue their devotions
without interruption, originated in Egypt during
the Decian‘persecution, about half a century be- -
‘?"o,r,é the age of Constantine. For eighty vears it
WES confined chiefly to Syria, Egyph and the Biss,
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the eountnes in thch almost all the herews
which distracted the Church first drew their breatb i
~ Athanasius is supposed to have introduced it info -
the West, during his compulsory visit to Rome
4.D. 341, From Rome it spread rapidly through
Ttaly, and diffused itself through Gaul, where it
was especially fostered by Martin of Tours. The
monks, chose the most savage and solitary spots
which they could discover for their retreats ; where
hey erected monasteries, were secluded from all
huwan intercourse, and gave themselves up to
severe religious services. They professed poverty,
and, for many years after the rage for monkery
had spread through Eur{‘)pe, they adhered to this
rule, and subswted in some places on the chari-
“table offerings of the devout, in others, on their
. own laboar. - That it was contrary to the spirit of
Christianity for men to desert the duties of social
life, evenr for a religious object, will not be ques-
tioned ; yet it must be confessed that such was
the disastrous condition of Europe in that age,
in which all' the foundations of society were bro-
ken up by the ceaseless inundation of the Roman
empire by the barbarians, that the monasteries
were not without their use. They perhaps pro-
tected Christianity from being overwhelmed' by
the lawless savages of Germany; they were the
means of relieving much mdmdual distress at a
period of unexampled misery, and the sacredness
of character the monks acquired was employed in
the defence of innocence. -~ It was in a subsequent

4
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g'e, when the monks were goz-ﬁred with wealth,
and trampled on a weak and illiterate laity, thab
mhe monasteries became sinks of iniquity.

Two hundred years. after the diffusion of the
monastic order over Europe, the nyatem received
a more regular character and organizabion from

the ce}ebrated St. Benedict of Nursia, who esto-

blished a Holy Rule, which continued for many
ages the standing order of the monasteries. Those
" whe were desirous of embracing a monastic life, -
were according to his regulation subjected to along
probation before they were allowed to take the
vows. « 1f at the end of a year, after having heard
ules repeatedxy read to him, the novzce per-
i 'cho ce, he Was aﬂmltted into tbe ors

monastic hfe, correctness of moml% and ober .',
Zience to the superior. Celibacy and poverty were
ey stones of the monastic arch ; all property
‘ ‘ngeﬁ to the community, and was ab the dis-
zal of the superior and his douneil : no man who
nee taken !:he TOWS eould Emld anv rmhu of

were severe. 'l‘wa houra after mld:n(rht tha monka ‘
. aroused to prayers. At daybreak another
ige was performed ; seven hours were destined
%o labour and two to reading, while every interval
of time was filled up with repeating the Psalms
and-in medltazmm The monks slept in the same
@rmatory “and. preserved striet s,z!euce in their

Dmﬁwf the: day they onke are 5 ah 1avm‘
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and even  cheerfulness was strictly prohibifed.
Taeir abbot or chief was chosen by the whele
‘society, and the government of the establishment
was entrusted to him ; he was bound to mnsuu
his brethren in all matters, but the final decisicn
)E every question rested with him.

' St Benedict’s establishment was fixed at Mente
Cassino in Italy, a place famed as the bi

rth place
. 1

h¢

-:»ui; the Christian world. Within ffry years after
its foundation, the monastery was destroyed by the
barbarians, and the brethren were dispersed. A4
" velaxation of discipline gradmi y araxi; into the
order; and about the year 750, it was found to
have so far degenerated, as to requuu a complets
reformation.  The individual who was destined to
restore the order to its original simplicity and pu-
vity was also called Benedict, though of Aniane,

3

where he laid the foundation of a more rigid Be-
uedietine Institution, He practised and enjoined
Lo severest austerities, and became so renowned
for sanctity that peasant, noble, and prm«,e flock
ed to his cell, and the wealthy vied with each other
in gssisting to build a magnificent convent, and to
endow it with large possessions. His fame spread
apidly through Eii'rope. and other monasteries
rastened to choose his ascetic disciples to restore
Leir discipline, Thongh the monastic order was
alvefidy perhaps too rich for its rigid rule of aus-
teriti ies, yet it must be confessed that the most

g

o]
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~industrious, learned and pious men of’ thab d
~age, were to be found among its adherenta.,
The distinction between the clergy and laity
commenced before the establishment of Chris-
tianity by Constantine ; but it became more broad

and distinct in the succeeding ages of barbarism.

-'The clergy began to eclaim peculiar immunities
and privileges ; together with an exemption from
the cognizance of lay tribunals, and a peculiar
sanctity of character. These claims were accom-

" panied by the subjection of the lay community to

clerical authority, which was greatly promoted z-

wong an ignorant and barbarous people by the
exclusive possession of literature enjoyed by the
clergy. The Germans who inundated the Roman
empire, had been accustomed to regard their hea-
then priest with a peculiar veneration, and they
easily -transferred it to the Christian priesthood.
The bishoprics were endowed by them with large
revenues, as the easiest atonement for their vio-
lence and the shortest path to heaven;and the
Bishops became in a measure temporal princes.
The right of election to bishopries originally re-
sided with the people; but when power and
wealth were annexed to the seas, the most power-
ful noble, or the sovereign usurped this right, and

placed creatures of his own in them. Thus the

mutual’ connection between the Bishop and his

flock was at an end ; and the Bishop himself for-

saking the care of those committed to him, was
- more frequently found at Court than in his dio-
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eese, and gave Joose to every feeling of avarice
and ambition. The episcopal order became uni
versally d;soroamzed and towards the close of the
seventh century reached perhaps the furthest
limit of depravity to which it ever proceedeu. The
Pope of Rome by encouraging appeals from the
Bishops against the decision of their metrmoh
superinrs, destroyed that authority which alone had
kept the episcopal order in some kind of check
Jlosely connected with the Court, controlied oniy
by the distant, authority of the Pope, possessed
of large domains, there were few excesses in whi d
the Bishop could not indulge with impunity.
15 therefore without surprise that we find him
st one time advanc.nv to battle at the head of
a

his armed attendants, and at another erigiged

in marauding expeditions.” His habits and man-
ners departed from the ecclesiastical character,
and instead of raising to the level of Christian
refinement the wild Barons who sorrounded him,
he sunk into all the degradation of that barba-
rous age. Hence we discover an edict of the con-
elave held at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 789, forbidding
bishops and abbots to possess dogs or hawks, jug-
¢lers or buffoons.  The reader may easily imagine
invo what A state the discipline of the church must
have sunk, when the laity were entirely subser.
.vient to the clergy; when the clergy, who were
now forbidden to marry, formed a separate and
overbearing order, and when the bishops, who a-
tone could have ‘corrected the abuses of the c}‘ areh

T
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'were ihemselves fallen into sueh 3 tabe of da-
gradation. L e :
W have reserved to thelast, our notice tegard-
ing the gradual increuse of the ?1paipower; Ths
Pope was originally only the Bishop of Rome, pos-
sessed of no greater powers than those of azy o ther
bxshop But in the days of Coustantine, waen
" the church was taken into alliance with the state,
the Bishop of the ietropelis began o eDjo¥ 4 CeT-
tain indeterminate pre~emmence in the Chureh
_partly through the z.mpemm nams of Rome, and
' partly through the superior wealth and splenaa"”
of his see. In the vear 440 Leo was elected b
-shop, and the times avppeared favourable for enlarg-
' ing the authority of the Bishopric. The Patriarch
of Cunstm%mupie, the bishop of the new mety
polis, was his great rival; ‘and the Com;\cﬁ f :
“Chal cedon held in 451 had decreed that the see of
new Rome should have the same ‘advantages wit
~ that of ancient Rome, in the ecclesiastical consti-
tution ; bub this Patriarch having soon after guar-
_’wﬁied vn!:h the Bishops of ‘Alezandria and Antioch.
heyr appe.ﬂeu ‘to the Bishop of Rome ; a circum-
stance which amazingly increased his wewh i
authority.  The power of the Roman bishop was
_slso increased by the absence of the Emperors
- from TItaly, which left him without any one &
control him ; while the mcursxons of the nortbem
~ barbarians rabher contributed to advance than to
yetard his rising antha"my for when they per-
' ‘cewed the ozeab deference paxd by the {}"u ole to
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stances were improved by the genius of Leo for
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thes naturally treated bim as ove in-
b large authority. ~All these circum-

»s

_the aggrandizement of the see. = His successors

ame line of aggression. At length
Crreat appeared upon the stage in
e vear 500. After he had been chosen Bishop

i

4
W

of Rome, he turned all the energies of his vis

and comprehensive genius to the increase oft:s
Papal power. - Through the disturbed state of
Italy, the political interests of Rome, wkmb had

4

beer abandoned by ibs natural masters, devolved
upon this prelate : and from him in fach may be
correctly dated the organization of the spirifual
dominion of the Dopes. The Emperor of Con-

 stantinople having zonferred the title of Ecumeni-

=1
_supremacy claimed by the Bishop of R ne had

‘ nsme of Bt

- ¢al or Universal Pa triarch on the Bishop of Con-
waﬁhmple, mﬂgo*'ﬂ in 595 addressed five epistles
40 him, in one of which he says; ‘the direction :
primacy of the whale Church has been gmen o St
Peter” From this it appears that the ground of

undergone a great change. Originaily it
on the imperial dignity of the metropolis of the
“Western world; but when the barbarians had
_broken up the empn'e, and Rome had lost its pre-
eminence, the Bishop brought forward a new an:

,-spiritual claim to power, asserting that he was tt s
_successor of St. Peter. the Apostle. ~Thus
Peter became more dreadful

Lidil

o3
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by a succession of ambitious prelateé, inspired- -
more awe than ever the scepire of the Cesars
had done. Gregory was also the firsb who affirm-
ed that the power of the keys of heaven, which

were said to have been given to St. Peter, resid-

ed not in the body of Bishops, but in him, as
the successor of the Apostle. At the same time
Le sent his legates into. various countries to
keep up the authority of the see, and thus accus-
romed mankind to the spiritual dominion of Rome.
“Je also encouraged appeals on the part of the
mopasteries to himself, from the decisions of their
own diocesans, and created a new interest in those
widely spread institutions.
Thus the Roman pontiffs went on to increase
by every means in their reach their spiritual au-
thority in Europe, till an opporunity offered for
making s more rapid advance towards the objects
of their. ambition, than any they had yet made.
Pepin was anxious to depose Childeric the third,
and to ascend the throne of France. The Estates of
his realm, when ecalled on for their opinion, declar-
ed that the Bishop of Rome should be consulted.
A reference was made to Zachary who then filled
the Chair, and he decided as the usurper desired.
This ecircumstance gave an unprecedented impor-
tance to the Pope of Rome throughout Europe ;
and it secured for the Holy See, a powerful friend-
in the greatest monarch of Christendom, through
whose assistance he might safely defy the threats
of the Greek emperor. Pepin soon after conquered

EPEtR
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the Exarchate, and bestowed it on the Roman ses,

and  thus erected the bishop into a temporal

_ prince, This circumstance, however, though one
of the most remarkable in history, did not add
much to the real power of the Pope ; which was
afber this time extended not through his armies,
bub by his spiritual thunders. Charlemagne, the
son of Pepin, confirmed this grant, made large do-
nations to the see, and on his visit to Rome in
800 was formally crowned before the high altar of
St. Peter by the Pope ; and invested with the
titie of Emperor of the West, an event which swell-
ed the pretensions of the see to the most extrava-
gant exbent, and led the Popes soon after fo claim
a superiority over the highest powers on earth.

' Here wé dismiss the subject ; in our next volume,
we  shall be called te motice the insufferable ar-
rogance with which the Popes treated the kings
of Europe, and then to trace the gradual downfail
of their spiritual despotism.

END OF PART II.




