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1. INTRODUCTION. A trade and traffic census was conducted throughout
Western Nigeria for approximately five full days (Thursday 24th to
Saturday 26th February and Monday 28th February to Wednesday 2nd March,
1966). It was conducted jointly by the Highways Division of the Ministry of
Works and Transport, the Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research,
the Ove Arup and Partners (a firm of civil Engineers on behalf of the Economist
Intelligence Unit of London) and the Statistics Division of the Ministry of Econo-
mic Planning and Social Development.

2.1. THE OBJECTIVE. The main objective of the census was to measure the flow of
traffic within Western Nigeria as well as between the region! and the other regions
of Nigeria.

2.2 'The Ministry of Works and Transport and the Ove Arup and Partners were
particularly interested in the flow of vehicles with a view to ascertaining the
volume of traffic, and consequently, the relative importance of the numerous
roads within Western Nigeria in order to determine which of the roads deserve
prior attention. On the other hand, the Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic
Research and this Division were primarily interested in the flow of goods with a
view to measuring the volume of intra—as well as inter-regional trade.

2.3 This report, is devoted mainly to the analysis of the flow of goods within
Western Nigeria as well as between the region and the other regions of the country.

3.1 PRE-CENSUS ARRANGEMENTS. Prior to the actual census, a pilot survey was
carried out for six days (16th to 18th December and 21st to 23rd December, 1965)
at the following four census points, namely a place near Ibadan on Ibadan-Iwo
road, another point near Owode in Egba Division, a third point near Ogbomosho
and a fourth point near Igboora.

3.2 For the pilot survey, the services of well-trained enumerators were employed
and were supervised by two senior members of staff of the Ove Arup and Partners.

3.3 The purpose of the pilot survey was to test our arrangements for the main
survey, to study the reactions of the drivers who were to be the informants and to
see whether our questionnaire would infact elicit the expected answers. Experiences
gained from the pilot survey furnished the basis for the considerable improvements
made in the final arrangements.

4. THE QUESTIONNAIRE. The questionnaire used was a simple and easy one to fill.
It contained simple questions about type, make, weight and registration number
of vehicles, journey origin and destination, number of passengers carried and type,
weight and value of goods carried. (see appendix 1 for a specimen questionnaire),

5.1 THE ACTUAL cOUNT. 120 enumerators were employed to take part in the actual
count which was conducted at thirty-three census points spread all over the
former Western Nigeria. (see appendix 2 for the list of census points).

5.2 A group of six enumerators constituted a team and the work of enumeration
at each point was done by one team except a few very busy census points like the
ones at Owo/Ifon, Ijebu-Ode/Idiayunre, Ikorodu/Shagamu, etc., where two
teams worked.

5.3 Each day of the survey was divided into three equal shifts, namely 6.00 a.m. to
2.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. and 10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m. Each team of six
was similarly divided into three sub-groups of two enumerators each to coincide

1. When the survey was conducted, there were only four regions in Nigeria.
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with the number of shifts. This made it possible to conduct the survey round the
clock and non-stop from 6.00 a.m. the first day till 6.00 p.m. the third day. The
change-over from shift to shift was very smoothly arranged and no enumerator was
to leave the census point until the one taking-over from him had properly resumed
work.

6.1 ANALYSIS AND TABULATION. The figures published in this report are annual
estimates based on the five-day survey. The estimation procedures are as follows:

6.2 Two sets of raising factors were used—the raising factor for movement from
North to West, and from West to North; movement between all other regions as
well as between divisions within the West.

(i) The raising factor used in estimating the aggregate flow of traffic between
North and West was derived from the equation:

[ KN
P12 < }
L S(x]. e o R L b 54 )

where P, the raising factor is equal to the ratio between the February value of
inter-regional road traffic flow (K) between the Northern and Western regions,
estimated from the Survey data and the average value of traffic hauled by the
railway transport system for the same month of February over the past N years
multiplied by 12; x denotes the value of traffic carried by the railway transport
service in the month of February for each of the years 1 to N where N is equal to 5:

(ii) West to North. Similar exercise as above was undertaken for West to
North movement figures.

(iii) Others: (i.e., other regional movements apart from (Z) and (i) above as
well as estimates of inter-divisional movements in the West): We have no
returns showing movement of goods by rail as we have in (7) and (i) above.
So, we simply divide an average month of thirty days by the number of
days (5) for which the survey lasted and then multiplied the dividend
by 12. No adjustments were made for seasonal fluctuations for want of an
adequate basis for such adjustments.

These factors were used to ‘blow up’ the original tables that result from the
analysis of the survey.
7. TuE TaBLES. The items of goods have been grouped as follows and tables on
the most important items in each group published:

(i) Inter-Regional Movement:

All items—1
Food crops—2
Cash crops—3

Manufactured Food and Drinks—4
Other Manufactured goods—5
Miscellaneous goods—6

(i) Inter-Divisional Movement:
All items—7
Food crops—8
Cash Crops—9
Manufactured Food and Drinks—10
Other manufactured goods—11
Miscellaneous goods—12
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8.1 RELIABILITY OF THE DATA PUBLISHED. The reliability of these data is a little
difficult to measure. But users will do well to take the following points into careful
consideration while using the estimates.

8.2 TFirstly, for these data to be sufficiently reliable, this sort of survey must be
conducted more frequently than once in a year taking into consideration possible
ceasonal fluctuation in the movement of items between places. For lack of funds
and the fact that the result of the first survey was not analysed early enough,
it was not possible to repeat the survey again since the last one. It is hoped that
this difficulty should be removed in future.

8.3 Figures relating to movement of goods from Western Nigeria to the other
regions and vice versa, as far as the dates covered are concerned and bearing in
mind the points raised in paragraphs 9 to 10.2 above, can be said to be very
reliable because of its complete coverage. This is because the selection of census
points was so carefully done that all known contact points between Western Nigeria
and the other regions were covered. The same cannot however be said for the
intra-regional figures due to the fact that the census points did not cover the entire
divisional /town contact points in the region. For instance, there were no census
points between Oyo and Ibadan, Iwo and Ibadan, Abeokuta and Ibadan, Ilesha
and Oshogbo, Akure and Owo, Akure and Ilesha, Ilesha and Ife, Ibadan and Ife,
ete. Tt was not possible to increase the census points as the available fund for the
survey was strictly limited. Infact, we were able to cover so many census points
only because four different organisations (see paragraph 1 above) agreed to pool
their resources together.

8.4 There is one remote but possible source of inflation in the analysed results
which may be due to the possible existence of double counting. Double counting
could occur not only from the possibility of counting a vehicle and its contents at
two or more census points but also from the fact that the same goods can, by sheer
process of movement, be erroneously made to originate from two or more different
places. For instance, a trader may bring say cloths from Lagos to Ibadan. If the
cloths were intercepted at Tkorodu, their origin would be given as Lagos. The
same cloths, probably failing to attract good prices at Ibadan or after being sold to
another trader may be carried in another vehicle to another place whereby the
same cloths’ origin, on being intercepted by another group of enumerators else-
where, would be given as Ibadan. The result, of course, is that the same quantity
of cloth, or part of it, has been counted twice leading to inflated figures. It is possi-
ble that in this analysis, such subtle element of double counting is present, but for
lack of information, its extent or degree is indeterminable.

8.5 Inter-regional trade as used in this context, refers only to movement of goods
between Western Nigeria and the other regions of the Federation. As noted in
paragraph 10.3 above the survey from which the analysis is derived, provided
full coverage for the movement of goods between the Western region and the other
regions because we were able to identify all the points where the West could make
contacts with the other regions and enumerators were put at such points. But
between any other two regions, a full coverage was not possible because contact
points exist between Nigeria. For instance, one could get to the North from the
East without necessarily passing through the West. It, therefore, follows that the
tables hereby published cannot be taken as a good representative of movement of
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goods between any two regions in Nigeria which exclude the West. Essentially, the
figures, as far as other regions (i.e., excluding Western region) are concerned, relate
to goods that passed from one region, through the West, to another.

8.6 One can also pick bones with the method of derivation of the raising factors.
Firstly, for the raising factors used for North-West and West-North movements
(i.e., paragraphs 7.2 (¢) and (i) the returns used relate to movement by rail whereas
the returns to which they were applied relate to road haulage. As it were, there has
not been established any ratio based on sound and scientific inference, and measu-
ring the degree of relationship, between road and rail haulage in the country.
At best, we can only assume that road and rail haulage follow the same pattern in
normal years. This is the assumption on which this calculation has been based.
Secondly, and this is more serious, the railway returns related to a few items only
whereas during the survey, all movable items were covered. When we take the
aggregate items, we see that where both rail and road transport systems exist
together, certain items could be more popular with one system than the other
and vice versa. We have not taken this into consideration in our computation.

(vitd)




O 00 SOy UT AW

APPENDIX 2

LIST OF CENSUS POINTS
WEEK 1 (i.e., 24th to 26th February)

. Ado-Badagry

. Ilaro-Jiga

. Abeokuta-Alyetoro
. Abeokuta-Asha

. Ilugun-Eruwa .

. Idi Ayunre-Ijebu Ode .
. Ogbomosho-Igbetti
. Ogbomosho-Oko

. Ikirun-Ila Odo

. Omu-Kabba

. Owo-Ifon .

. Ife-Ondo

. Owena-Ondo

. Ijebu Ode-Epe

. Ikorodu-Shagamu
. Ado-Ekiti-Akure

. Ilesha-Oke Mesi .

Mile Post 175 from Ado

Mile Post 37 from Abeokuta

Mile Post 2 West of Abeokuta

Mile Post 2 East of Abeokuta

Mile Post 2 West of Ilugun

Mile 9% South of A. 1 Junction

Mile Post 1 North West of Ogbomosho
Mile Post 15 from Ogbomosho

Mile Post 182 from Ibadan
Mile Post 2 South of Ife
Mile Post 31 from Akure
Mile 63 from Epe

Mile Post 26 from Lagos
Mile 123} from Ilorin

Mile ¢ North East of Ilesha.

WEEK 2 (i.e., 28th February to 2nd March)

Dahomey-Sango Otta .
Sango Otta-Abeokuta .
Iseyin-Shaki
Shaki-Ilesha
Kishi-Moshi
Ogbomosho-Budo Egba
Oshogbo-Ikirun .
Otun-Ekan
Iddo-Erinmo
Ikeram-Ayere

. Owo-Ikare

. Isua-Midwest Boarder
. Ore-Onishere . -
. Omotosho-Okitipupa .
. Shagamu-Agbowa

. Tkorodu-Agbowa

Mile Post 23 West of Sango Otta
Mile Post 42 from Lagos
Mile Post 28 from Oyo

Mile Post 157 from Lagos
Mile Post 14 from Ede
Mile Post 61 from Ilorin
Mile Post 31 from Iddo
Mile Post 41 from Owo
Mile Post 1 from Owo

Mile Post 71 East of Ijebu Ode.
Mile 4 South of Omotosho.
Mile Post 0 from Shagamu
Mile Post 1 from Ikorodu.

(i)
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INTER - REGIONAT. MOVEMENT OF GOODS =

£
™ West EBast North Mid-West Lagos Outside | To tal

ARQM

West - - l;-.82h- = 2381536 = 2#3,550
East - - - - - - -
Harth - - -1 - s | - e
Mid-Fest - - - - - - 3
Saios 216 - |1,800,000 | 50,500 = = 1,850, 616
Outside - - - - - - -
Total 216 = 11804:32‘# sor‘!m 239001*0 z0? 2;°9h-"l80
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TAELE 6,6

INTER - REGIONAL MOVEMENT OF GOODS OTHER MISCELLANEOUS

£
West Bast North Mig-West Lagos: Outside | Total

- 854,496 | 302,110 | 185,096 585,152 e 1,906,854

1%,072 - 87,192 57.“ 5°.Ji72 - 305.335

676,9“3 28'58‘[5- - 36.3m LB1,392 b 1 .223)236

Ei-Fest 172,656 - - - 63,072 - 235,728

1,439,976 | 159,68 | 889,992 | 87,192 - 33,176 |2, 609,984

Totall| 2,097,604 |1,342,728 [1,279,294 |364,248 1,180,088 33,176 6,279,138
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