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CHAPTER 1T,

THE JODHPUR STATE FORCES.
.

At the outbreak of war on September 8rd, 1939, the
Jodhpur State Torces consisted of the Jodhpur Sardar
Rissala (later designated the Jodhpur Lancers), the Jodhpur
Sardar Tnfantry. the Jodhpur Mule Troop, and the TFort
Guard. During the years of war, the State Army was
expanded {0 about four {imes its pre-war strength, an
expansion. which is helieved {o be as great as, il not, greater
than that of any other Sate Forces in India. The 2nd
Jodhpur Infantry. the Srd Jodhpur Infantry, and the
Jodhpur Bodyguard Squadron were  rvaised, while  the
Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre and the Jodhpur Infantry
Training Centre. hoth of which ave of greater strength in
numbers than their parent units. were created, In addition,
No: 54 (Jodhpur) General Purpoges Transport Company,
RIAS.C., was raised in the State. and was entirely
composed of men of the Jodhpur State, except {for  the
Commanding Officer and one other Officer, who belonged
to the Imdian Army. I ean be readily understood that
this very big expansion necessitated much hard work for
all concerned and a large cxpenditure of money by 1he
State.

His Highness the Maharaja  Sahih  Bahadur  was
Commander-in-Chicf, while yricadier (now Major-General)
R.C. Duncan, M.V.0., O.B.E.. was Commandant, Jodhpnr
State Forces, throughont the war.

The Jodhpur Lancers.

In November 1939. warning ur;lr:rs wers recoived ios
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for. "jungle warfare “training, but in March, orders were
received for the regiment to proceed overseas to join
Paiforce in Iran.

The Jodhpur Lancers left Bombay in April 1943, dis-
embarking at Basra, and then moving to the Iranian oil-
fields. Since then, it has been carrying out guard duties
on the road to Teheran and also at the eilfields.

The Jodhpur Sardar Infantry.

The Jodhpur Sardar Infantry left Jodhpur in October
1940 for Nowshera, and, after a period of training there,
then moved to Quetta where it was only a short time before
proceeding overseas in June 1941. It disembarked at
Massawa whence it moved to Asmara, the capital of Eritrea,
where it was employed for some 8 months on guard duties.
It spent a few months at Adiugri on the Abbysinnian border,
and was then moved to Massawa for guard duties, where
it. remained until April, 1942.

In April it went to Egypt, being stationed at Faiyid on
the Suez Canal, again being employed in guarding prisoners
of war and ordnance and supply depots. An important
job but a most monotonous one.

However, in June 1943, it was selected to form part of
No: 35 Beach Group (Combined Operations). After a period of
intensive training in Syria and the Combined Operations
Training Centre in KEgypt, it embarked at Alexandria and
proceeded to Sfax in Tunisia, moving by rail to Bougie in
Algeria, where it joined the 10th Corps in the 5th Army.

The 5th Army collected at Bizerta at the end of August,
and while there, the battalion had its first taste of attack
from the air, and suffered some casualties in a severe air
raid. Early in September 1943, it sailed with the rest of
the army for the invasion of Italy and took part in the
landing at Salerno. It had a most difficult and arduous
21 days on the beaches of Salerno, during which it was sub-
jected to attacks from the air and artillery, mortar, and
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small arms fire, but it carried out its duties splendidly,
and achieved a ¢reat name. Tor their gallantry at Salerno,
Major Ram Singh was awarded the D.S.0., Major Dungar
Singh the M.C., Jemadar Ganga Ram the JML.B.E.. Havildar
Bhura Ram, Naik Shaitan Singh and L Naik Kishore Singh
the M.AL, while 13 officers and other ranks were mentioned
in despatches.

The battalion was then moved across to Kastern Italy
where the companies were employved in guarding installa-
tons at Bari, Barletta. Fogeia, Vasto. Sangro Bar, and
Termoli, and on L of C duties for several months.

Later, the battalion was collected together and was sent
to Syracuse, Sicily, for a period cf training.

At the end of 1944, it was then moved forward to the
front and joined the 10th Indian Infantry Brizade of the
10th Indian Division. Tt took part in all the fighting
during the last 5 months of the Italian campaign, and did
exceptionally well. Jemadar Parbhu Singh was given the
immediate award of the M.C. for zallantry. and many other
men of the battalion have been rccommended for awards.

~In May 1945, the battalion lefs Italy for Egypt where
it was for about 2 months hefore returning to India.

The Jodhpur Lancers Training Cenire.

The Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre has been
commanded by Li.-Colonel Thakur Zabar Singh, M.B.E.,
throughout the war.

) Oll‘; the outhreak of war, there was a horsed training
‘?qu;ckon. -On the mechanisation of the Jodhpur Lancers
In rebruary 1941, the training unit at Jodhpur became the
Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre.

: 1
mogxgﬂenﬁarages, workshops, model rooms, crew control
and ra mgnﬁ g rooms, education rooms, a washing plat-form
P have heen constructed at a heavy cost to the State.
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On orders being received in February 1941, for ¢he
reorganisation of the horsed Training Squadron to that of 4
mechanised Training Centre, Brigadier (now Maj or-Gieneral)
R.C. Duncan, Lt.-Colonel Thakur Zabar Singh, and some
officers and N.C.Os procecded on an unofficial visit tq
No: 1, LA.C.T.C. Ferozepore, to sce the genoral organisation
and method of training.

Shortly after orders for rcorganisation, a fow sorvice
vehicles were received to augment some of our State lorries,
and this number was lator increaseds 4 N. C. Os of the Indian
Armoured Corps were lent for a few months to help us start
off the training; automatic weapons were reeeived gradually
from arsenals; vacancies for officers and N.C.Os to attend
courses at the Fighting Vehicles School, Ahmednagar, were
given, and, by now, a considerable number of officers and
N.C.Os have passed through that school.

Otherwise, the entire reorganisation and {raining at
the Jodhpur Lancers Training Cenire has been carried out.
at Jodhpur without outside help.

The Standard of training is very high, and the keonness
of all is immense.

Great credit is due to Lt.-Colonel Thakur Zahar Singh,
M.B.E., and his officers and N.C.O. Instructors for {he
efficiency attained and for continually maintaining a high
standard of training.

The Jodhpuwr Infantry Training Centre.
Trains and provides reinforcements for the Jodpr=

Sardar Infantry and the 2nd Jodhpur Infantyy ,p7
commanded by Lt.-Colonel Thzkur Jawahir Singj 107
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As in the case of the Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre,
the Jodhipur Infantry Training Centre ha< heen working  at
bivh pressure throughout  the ware and excellent results
have heen achieved,

The «trength of the Jodhpur Infentry Training  Centre
has been well over 1,000 men, so that its <trength was greater
fhan its parent unit,

The Jodhpur Mule Troop, whiel i« emploved on Station
duties, is attached to the Jodhpur Infantry Training Centre.

The 2nd Jodlpre Infanlry.

The 2nd Jodhpur Infantry was raised by Brigadier
(mow  Mujor-General) .. Duncan under the orders of His
Highness in Jine 1940 as o State Service unit to replace the
Jodhpur Sardar Infantry whiclh was under orders to leave
the State. It was commanded by Lt.-Colonel Heer Singh.

In the autumn of 1941, it was offered for employment
outside the State. It left Jodhpur in December 1941, and
procecded 1o Allahabad where Lt.-Colonel S.F. Martin,
15th Punjab Regiment, assumed command. It was em-
ployed there on Internal Sceurity dutics with one company
on dectachment at Benares.

After 3 months at Allahabad, the battalion was moved
to Yol, Kangra Valley, Punjab, to guard Italian prisoners
of war. 1t was just over onc year at Yol, and it was then
moved to Bengal. [for 6 months, it guarded 4 airfields
of the U.S.A.A.F., at Ondal, Pandaveshwar, Bishnupur,
and Pannagarh, from which heavy hombers flew to Assam
and Burma.

It then moved to Calcutta where it has heen stationed
over sinco. The Battalion was employed there to provide
oscorts to prisoners, ammunition, supplies, etc., and
partics of the 2nd Jodhpur Infantry have been to such widely
separated places as Colombo, Karachi, Delhi, Lahore, and
Manipur. It was at Calcutta when the Japanese carried
out an air raid with about 43 planes in December, 1943.
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State Forces.

Brigadier ( now Major-General ) R.C. Duncan,
M.V.0., O.B.E., Commandant of the Jodhpur
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Tts work has been uuspeetacular and monotonous, but
it has carried out everything it has been called upon to
do, very well, and has been most favourably reported on.

In July 1945 Licut.-Colonel Ram Singh, D.S.0., was
transferred from the Jodhpur Sardar Infantry to command
the 2nd Jodhpur Infantry vice Licut.-Colonel Martin, who
was given another appointment elsewhere.

The 3rd Jodhpur Infantry.

The 3rd Jodhpur Infantry was raised by Brigadier
(now Major-General) R.C. Duncan, under the orders of
His Highness in Deeember 1941 to replace the 2nd Jodhpur
Infanfry as a State Sevrvice unit. 1t was commanded by
Lieut.-Colonel Rao Bahadur Heer Singh.

Within 4 months of its being raised, serious trouble
occurred in Sind owing to depredations among the Hurs
and a Stationmaster and some of the Station Staff of the
Jodhpur Railway at Stations in Sind were murdered. A
company of the 3vrd Jodhpur Infantry was sent at 24 hours
notice to Sind to protect stations of the Jodhpur Railway
in Sind and aet as military gnards to trains. This detach-
ment was there for nearly 2 vears. and did splendid work.

However, its main dnty has been in connection with
the protection of the Acrodrome and workshops at Jodhpur,
and later at Salawas, approximately 150 men heing em-
ployed at the former and 50 at the later airfield.

In addition, the 3rd Jodhpur Infantry provides all
station guards and duties, and has been called out on
some occasions of local disturbances in the City.

The Jodhpur Bodyguard Squadron.

The Jodhpur Bodyguard Squadron was raised by
Brigadier (now Major-General) R.C. Dumncan, under the
orders of His Highness in May 1941, when orders were
received for the mechanisation of the Jodhpur Lancers
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and the Jodhpur Lancers Training Centre. The first C.O.
was Captain Mangal Singh, and he was succeeded in October
1943 by Captain Achal Singh.

The Jodhpur Bodyguard Squadron is mounted on
selocted horses from the Jodhpur Lancers and is probably
the best mounted unit in India.

It provides guards for the Palace, and has been called
out on some occasions of local disturbances when it has
done excellent work.

The Jodhpur Demonstration Company.

On a request from General Headquarters, a Demons-
tration Company was sent for employment at the Tactical
School (India), Poona. This Company is supplied by the
Jodhpur Infantry Training Centre. This was the first
time an Indian State unit had provided a Demonstration
Company for this Indian Army School.

On the move of the Tactical School to Dehra Dun, a
battalion was required for Demonstration purposes, so
our Company was transferred to the Indian Military
Academy, Dehra Dun. as a Demonstration Company.

No: od (Jodhpur) General Purposes Transport Company.
R.I.A. S.C.

In the autumn of 1940. the Government of India accepted
the Jodhpur Government’s offer to raise a complete M.T.
Company for the R.I.A.S.C.

The raising of this Company commenced at Jodhpur
in October 1940, and within 2 months was up to full strength
(460 I.O.Rs). It is composed entirely of officers and men
from Jodhpur State, with the exception of the Command-
ing Officer and one other British Officer.

On its formation some N.C.Os were transferred from
the Jodhpur Lancers and Jodhpur Sardar Infantry, but
the sepoy drivers were mainly raw recruits with a small
proportion of pensioners.

A s e S o



It was accommodated in a part of the Jodhpur Lancers
barracks, and it carried out its training  ag Jodhpur, Tt
was reported on as fit to carry out normal duties five months

after the first man was ecnrolled, and it left Jodhpur for
Loralai 2 months later.

After a short.poriod at Loralai, during which it carried
out a convoy drive across country to the Persian Gulf, it
left for Iraq. 1t took part in the Iran operations and later
carried out a remarkable trip from Basra to North Iraq,

into Syria, then into Palestine. and down to Jerusalem and
Tel Aviv and back, a distance over 2,500 miles, during which
it did not lose a single man or vehicle,

It was then employed for about 9 months car
lease stores and equipment to the Russians,
very many times from Khanikin to Tabriz.

rying lend-
journeying

Later, it was moved to Italy, where it did excellent work
for over a year until the cessation of hostilities in Europe.

It has heen exceptionally well reported on throughout.
The Liaison Office,

A Chief Liaison Offjcor (Licut.-C'olonel Shyam Singh)
Was appointed over a year ara on the staff of the Comman-
dant, Jodhpur State Forces, with 3 Touring Officers to
work undey him, This appointment was c'reatqd to Wat]ch
OVer the interests of the dependents of soldiers of the

) . ate and
Jodhpur Stat Forces who are serving outside the St

> . ficer
to help those of £} Indian Army. The Chief Ltlagiofng {;’sit
and hig Touring Officers 1our throughout the S ths;ﬁizzg.
all v1llages to enquire ahout troubles, if any @ g

Recruitiy
& ters
. t Headquar
Nearly 7 heen enisted Forces,
3 . s 4. y )Cel Sta‘be

J-Odh ? a%o%;fgé:ﬂ%s hil]:l?ts of the Jocihla)ggjﬁon, several
BlIlCe th e s or e “ya/r, }1&"6 been en-
Lo e S S8
is ruits fro

ted for the Indian Armv.
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In conclusion, it may be stated that the Jodhpur State
Torces have been expanded nearly four times their pre-war
strength, an expansion, which is believed to be greater
than that of any other State Forces in India. The Jodhpur
Lancers was the first Cavalry or Infantry unit to leave its
State and serve alongside the Crown Forces and the first
SQtate Cavalry Regiment to be selected for mechanisation,
while the Jodhpur Sardar Infantry was the first Indian
unit, either from the Indian Army, or Indian States Forces,
to land on the mainland of Europe.

List of Officers and Indian Other Ranks resident in
Jodhpur State who have won decorations and distinctions
for bravery on the field of battle.

D. 8. O.

1. Major K. Ram Singh of village Hariadana, Pargana
Bilara.

M. C.

1. No. 11468 Sub. Mangal Singh of village Nimbria.

2. No. 11777-10 Sub. Kalyan Singh of village Dewatu,
Pargana Shergarh.

3. Subedar Harnath Singh of village Indokha, Pargana
Sambhar,.

I. D. S. M.

1. Jem. Jowahir Singh of village Jabra, Pargana
Phalodi.

2. No. 15241 Nk. Mangal Singh of village Solankia-
talao, Pargana Shergarh.

3. No. 12291 Hav. Mool Singh of village Ketu, Pargana
Shergarh.

4. No. 14836 Nk. Hem Singh of village Tena, Pargana
Shergarh.

5. No. 13304 L/Nk. Jagat Singh of village Bapini, Par-
gana Phalodi, ‘
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

. No. 14835 L/Nk. Sagat Singh of village Gopalsar,

Pargana Shergarh,

. No. 13690 Nk. Bega Ram of village Tanrau, Pargana

Didwana.

. No. 156159 Nk. Bhopal Singh of village Suryari,

Pargana Sojat.

. 12918 Hav. Phula Ram of village Kasumbi, Pargana

Didwana.

No. 20386 L/Nk. Kalyan Singh of village Nija-
mathia, Pargana Shergarh.

No. 14835 L/Nk. Kera Ram of village Nijamathia,
Pargana Shergarh.

No. 6198 L/Dfr. Bajid Khan of village Nijamathia,
Pargana Shergarh.

No. 6608 Sowar Aubdi Khan of village Nijamathia,
Pargana Shergarh.

Jemadar Mod Singh of village Suwalia, Pargana,
Shergarh.

Jemadar Surjan Singh of village Gelasar, Pargans
Parbatsar.

No. 14655 Hav. Punjraj Singh of village Tena,
Pargana Shergarh.

No. 20957 Nk. Dalpat Singh of village Solankia-
talao, Pargana Shergarh.

Jem. Bajid Khan of village Satana Pargana Merta.

No. 6606 Sowar Allaudi Khan of village Chhoti
Beri, Pargana Didwana.

No. 4860 Sowar Alim Khan of village Cholunkha,
Pargana Didwana.

No. 20975 L/Nk. Hanwant Singh of village Bhalu,
Pargana Shergarh.

No. 100178 L/Hav. Guman Singh of village
Shergarh, Pargana Shergarh,

No. 18825 Rfn. Jogaram of village M. Lohawat,
Pargana Phalodi.
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M. B. E. (Military)

Joemadar Ganga Ram of village Nimbri, Pargana
Parbatsar.

M. M. (Burma & Italy)

o No. 23716 Rin. Parmeshwar Singh (Burma) of

village Parbatear, Pargana Parbatsar.

No. 2380 L Nk, Ranidan Sineh (Italy) of  village
Tapur. Pargana Shergarh.

. No. 22666 Hav. Womba Ram of village Shergarh,

Pargana  Sherearh.

. No. 4190 1783 Hav, Bhura Ram resident of Bhopal

Singhji-ka-Nohra, Jodhpur.

. No. 4204 1811 1,,Nk. Kishore Singh of village

Deriya, Pargana Shergarh.

1. O. M. (2nd Class)

. No. 15956 L;Nk. Anop Singh of villaze Khideragaon,

Pargana Bali.

Jem. Bhopal RNingh of village Suriyvari, Pargana
Sojat.

. Sub. Amar Singh of village Hariadana, Pargana

Bilara.

cdem. Aman Singh of village Belwa, Pargana

Shergarh.

. Sub. Berisal Singh of village Indroka, Pargana

Jodhpur.

No. 14913 Hav. Sobh Singh of village Rainsod,
Pargana Jodhpur.

———
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Visit of H. E. the Commander-in-Chief to Jodhpur in March 1945.
Lett to right:—
Lt.-Col. Zabar Singh, Commandant, J. L, T. C.,
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,
His Highness the Maharaja Sahib Bahadur.

Brigadier { now Major-General } R. C. Duncan. Commandant, J. S. F.



CHAPTER III.

RECRUITMENT FOR THE INDIAN ARMY,
NAVY AND AIR FORCE.

TECHNICAL RECRUITMENT.

When Technical Recruitment was organised by the
Government of India in early 1941, the Government of
Jodhpur appointed Rai Sahib Shah Goverdhan Lal Kabra
as Honorary Assistant Technical Recruiting Officer for
Jodhpur State. Two Civil Centres, one at the Jodhpur
Railway Workshop and the other at the State Garage with
the respective strengths of 93 and 20 were started for train-
ing technicians under the Technical Training Scheme of
the Labour Department of the Government of India. A
big building with wide open spaces in the neighbourhood
to be used for games, etc. was provided free of cost by the
Jodhpur Government for housing the Technical Trainees
who received their training at the Railway Workshop.
This Centre was, however, converted into a Civmil Centre
in April 1942 and still continues to function as such, but
with an increased strength of 206. In June 1941, a National
Service Labour Tribunal was organised for the Jodhpur
State. The Manager, Jodhpur Railway was made its
Chairman, Rai Sahib Shah Goverdhan Lal Kabra, the
Honorary Secretary and Messrs. J. H. Stirling, Loco and
Carriage Superintendent and A. R. Rebello, Auditor of
Accounts, J odhpur Railway, members.

In order to accelerate technical recruitment, His Higl}n.css
the Maharaja Sahib Bahadur appointed a Central R'ccrultl_ng
Committee with Shri Bada Maharaj Kumar Sahib as lff
President and Rai Sahib Shah Goverdhan Lal IKabrs =
its Honorary Secretary. The other members of the Comn
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are Mr. A.P. Cox, Director of Education, Mr. Narain Das
and Lodha Balkishenji. The Committee has during the
lagt three years done valuable work in the cause of Technical
Recruitment. It organised both Jodhpur and the districts
by forming 13 Mohalla and 22 District Committees.
Suitable volunteers were appointed as Chairmen of Mohalla
Committees, and Hakims those of the District Committees.
A substantial sum of money was carmarked in the Budget
by the Government of Jodhpur for giving rewards to volun-
teers who helped in recruitment.

According to the records maintained with the H.A.T.R.O.
the total number of recruits brought in was 2700 by the
30th June, 1945, out of which nearly a thousand were en-
rolled, details of which are as follows:—

1. Technical Trainees . . 531
2. Army Technicians . . 95
3. Technicians in R.ILA.F. .. . 37
4. Technicians in R.LN. . - 10
5. Clerks and Clerk Trainees .. . 92
6. Ranks in I.A.M.C. . . 9
7. Civilian Clerks and Technicians . 43
8. Miscellaneous .. ‘e . 90

‘Total .o 907

State Servants in Defence Services.

In order to encourage recruitment, His Highness the
Maharaja. Sahib Bahadur was pleased to sanction a number
of facilities to State Servants joining Military Service in-
cluding the keeping open of the employees posts and the
‘retention of their lien thereon. As a result of this




( 17 ).

sympathetic policy, as many as 178 State Officials joined
the Defence Services as per details given below.

DEPARTMENT. - No. or OrFricERS. OTHERS.
1. Excise & Salt Department .. ‘e 6
2. Central Jail Department .. 2 8
3. Medical Department .o 17 | 11
4. Police Department 1 66
5. Education Department . 2 15
6. Hakumats . - . 19
. 7. Motor Garage .. . .. 6
‘8. Mehkma Khas .. . . 3
9. Flying Club . e .. 2 1
10. Others .. .. 4 15
Total .. _2; _1;0—

——— esee—————

Officer Recruitment.

Special efforts were made to find suitable young men
for officer appointments in the three fighting services, the
Indian Army, the Royal Indian Navy and the Royal Indian
Air Force. His Highness personally made special appeals.
In one he said, “I trust that the martial races of Marwar
will not fail to keep up their reputation and will not fail to
produce an adequate number of officers for the three services
commensurate with their historic record of courage and
loyalty.” On the recommendation of Shri Bada Ma}la.raj
Kumar Sahib, President Central Recruiting Committee,
the Jodhpur fovernment announced that the State would
give a reward of Rs. 1,000/- to a successful officer when he
receives his commission as a Pilot Officer after completing
his training and six months probationary period,
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Accordingly, Rai Sahib Shah Goverdhan Lal Kabra
was appointed Honorary Recruiting Officer, Labour on the
7th March 1942 and he proceeded at once with his task of
collecting labour. At first the situation did not seem
hopeful as there was a labour shortage even for the local
mines at Degana which too had to be kept going as they
were engaged upon essential war work. However, by
efficiently organising the districts and putting enthusiastic
and competent workers there, two units of nearly 1300 men
were got ready within 2 months.

The first unit of 800 men equipped with food implements,
blankets, durries and utensils etc., and divided into gangs
with gang commanders, left Jodhpur on 4th May 1942 in a
special train’ under the Command of Mr. Kundan Lal, and
with Dr. B.N. Chatterjee as the Medical Officer. The
second labour unit consisting of 476 labourers left Jodhpur
on 26th May 1942 with Mr. Ahmed Khan as Unit Comman-
der and Mr. Hans Raj Singhal as Medical Officer.

All expenses in connection with the recruiting establish-
ment and lodging arrangements of labourers at Jodhpur
pending their departure were borne by the Government
of Jodhpur.

The two units after serving for about six months
returned as one unit on 11th November, 1942. It was dis-
banded by the 13th November, 1942 after the men had

been paid their repatriation charges.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

AIR TRAINING CENTRE.

Air Commodore His Highness the Maharaja Sahib
Bahadur of Jodhpur was the first Indian Ruler 1o he granted
Honorary Air Rank as a tribute to his personal interest in
flying and in the needs of civil and service air develop-
ment.

Immediately on the outhreak of the war His Highness
placed at the disposal of the Government of Indis the
amenities of his Flying Club and acrodrome.

The organisation of the Ilying Club was ntilizod in
January 1941 as a Civil Air Training Centre with ton civilizs
pupils and five aircraft of which His Highnezs hed
contributed two training machines. The pwplls
accommodated in and catered for by the State Hotel

N
~—

From this small beginning the contrs w22 CONT et

a Service Training Centre by the introduction iaiar
instructors although the ground staff Gonimmes “
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single fatal accident to a pupil and the efficiency of the
h'mmng and the high standard of maintenance of the air-
craft havo been the subjoct of generous commendation by
high rvanking officers of the R.ALT.

In conclusion it may be added that any tinancial profits
acoruing to the centre as o vesult of its amoemmﬂ with the
Government of India, have been presented by His Highness
to the R.A.F. either as coutributions towards the expenses
of local units or as a donation to the R.AF. Benevolent

Fund.
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CHAPTER V.
NATIONAL WAR FRONT.

The National War Front Movement was inaugurated
n Jodhpur on May 15, 1942 by His Highness the Maharaja
Sahib Bahadur. Under the able leadership and guidance
of Colonel Maharajadhiraj Shri Sir Ajit Singhji Sahib it
has made very rapid strides in establishing contact with
the people and making its work felt all round.

The organisation has a Central Office, District and
other Leaders, a Social Service Unit and a School section.

The Central Office plans, edits and prepares speeches
and literature for circulation (which is very wide) and
arranges big meetings in the city and districts and sends
propaganda parties to different places.

District Leaders have helped to carry the message of
the Front to the remotest corners of Marwar. The State
Public Health Department has been of great help and
illustrated shows and talks givén by their staff have proved
very effective. Ayurvedic Aid Posts have proved another
popular agency. Special meetings have proved very
successful. Some of the notable meetings were at the
following places—

Shortly after the inauguration of the National War
Front Movement in Marwar a mammoth meeting was held
at Pali on 20th June 1942. It was addressed by Colonel
Maharajadhiraj Shri Sir Ajit Singhji Sahib, Leader, National
War Front. A purse of Rs. 10,000/- was presented for
War purposes.

Shri Bada Maharajkumar Sahib presided over asaglzé_—;'
meeting of citizens, Seths and other potables at
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Exhibition Train on behalf of the Rajputana States. It
was given an official send-off by His Highness the Maharaja
Sahib Bahadur on 1st December, 1943 in the presence of
a distinguished gathering. The train was equipped with
models of War implements, captured enemy equipment,
an Italian Flag captured by His Highness the Maharaja of
Dewss; Panels and Posters illustrating a N.W.F. objective
section on Post-war Reconstruction Planning Model Village,

ete.

The train successfully visited 95 stations in Rajputana
and over 6 lacs of people saw the train. This moving
exhibition was very highly appreciated by the Central Govern-
ment and by the various States visited by the train,

Now at the close of hostilities the National War Front
Organisation is being closed down,

— e
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CHAPTER VI,
JODHPUR RAILWAY'’S PART IN THE WAR EFFORT.

The Assembly of 12,000 URN.AL Metre Gauge Wagons
at Hyderabad (Sind) was undertaken by the H:zil\\':',\f for
War and Railway Departments and is expeeted to he con-
pleted shortly.

Technical Training was started ot the Jodhpur Raeilway
Workshops from Ist July 1941, This was converted {o a
Civmil Centre for training men suitoble for Army Centres
from 12th May, 1942, So far 300 frainces have comploted
training of which 278 were transferred to Civil Industry
and Army Centres. The number ellotted for treining in
the Workshops in different centres is 206,

(@) Munitions and other articles,

Contreets for the menufecture of orticles, rs detailod
below, were underteken by this reilwey on hehielf of the
Defence Department.  The articles menufectured arer—

1. 25 Pounder streamlined shells up to the

bottling stage .. .. Lo 2,770,990

2. Bayonets . . .. 51,524

3. Pick-Axe Heads ‘e .. (8,062
4, Wheel Barrows .. .. .. 244 :
The manufacture of Pick-Axe Heads is the only worlk }

. . AN r
in progress at present and there is a contract for 20,000,

(b) Special trains run for the conslrvction of Air Fiddz.

To expedite the eonstruction of Ailr ]’i':];ﬁi m F%i:
and to provide quicker transport of stone ;mff.”" “ e
Quarries, temporary sidings were P"’O?]Ffi PSR
trains were run. 70,000 tons of stonRf LEwZ =—-7 =
carried, )

.
~ -
-



The Railway has assembled 33 locomotives and erected
539 wagons for the Bengal and Assam Railway. A large
number of doors and windows and other wood work as
well as other materials have been manufactured or repaired
for the R.A.F. and the U.S. Air Forces.

Kleven locomotives, four boilers, one rail car and 439
wagons Wwere released for use overseas and seven heavy
goods locomotives were lent to the Bengal Assam Railway.

The Railway constructed War Works costing over
Rs. 5,00,000/- and laid ten miles of track for these. Seven
Officers and 170 other staff have been spared for
Military duty.

A reclamation scheme, initiated by the Railway in
1942 enabled the utilization of 30 tons of scrap per yeaxr,
thereby saving this amount of raw material.

The Railway Employees contributed up to September
1944, Rs. 5,352/- to the Viceroy’s War Fund, Rs. 7,38,510/-
to the Defence Savings Provident Fund, and Rs. 16,352/-
to the Jodhpur Railway War Work Party. During 1941-42
and 1942-43 Rs. 4,00,000/- were contributed by the Railway
for the purchase of aircraft,




(CEAPTER VIL
JODHPUR’S RED CROSS ACTIVITIES.

The Jodhpur Branch of the Indian Red Cross has
pulled its weight during the war period by co-operation with
Red Cross headquarters, the collection of large funds,
contributions to various objects, the manufacture and
despatch of hospital bandages and warm clothing and by
donation of gifts at Christmas time, etc.

Lady Field was elected Presideni of the local branch in
1943 and since then the activities of the organisation have
been enlarged on a wider basis in more systematic-faghion.

An aggregate sum of Rs. 2,18,536/- has been collected
by Lady Field during the last three years by means of Fetes,
Red Cross weeks, etc. Cut of this a sum of Rs. 10,000/-
in several instalments was donated for amenities for men
of the Jodhpur State TForces serving over seas; and
amenities worth Rs. 8,000/- to Rs. 10,000/- annually have
been contributed to extra provincial relief works e.g. to
Bengal and Ajmer-Merwara. Minor activities include
ladies work parties, where clothing for the troops and
hospital necessities have been made and despatched, the
manufacture and despatch of a large consignment of
bandages for the Chinese army, and the organisation of
Women s work parties among female convicts in jail.

The normal peace time activities of the Red Cross have
not been neglected and the question of the expansion of
these activities in the future with more far-reaching effect
is being considered.







(BAPTER VIIT.

THE ROAD HOUSE CANTEEN FOR PERSONNEL OF THE
R. A. F. STATIONED IN JODHPUR.

British troops first avrived in Jodhpur in August 1942,
Soon afterwards a Road House (anteen was organised and
started by Mrs. Alington, wife of the DPolitical Agent.
Mrs. Alington left Jodhpurin April 1943 and since then this
orgenisation has been under the control and supervision of
Lady Field, with Mrs. Warren s Honorary Secretary,  The
Road House has on the whole worked with great success,
in spite of unavoidable difficultics such as occasionally
difficult climatic conditions. great difficulties of supply and
the paucity of Lady helpers. We helieve that the R.AT.
as & whole recognise the difficulties we had to confroni and
warmly appreciate our effort for their welare.

The Road House owes its success firstly to His Highness
the Maharaja’s sympathetic attitude towards this institution.
A building was first supplicd free of all charge and has from
time to timo received considerable  enlargement and
alteration at State expense. Electrie light and water have
been supplied {ree, as have also a playing ground, hot baths
and the music of the State band.

est in the R.A.F.

His Highness’ sympathy for and inter ¢

and R.IAJ. are well known and it is not ou

. . . ] . enter-
mention here that His Highness has given chlle{’:nnel at
tainments on a most lavish scale to R.AI. Perbl[oreofel‘

His Highness has never omitied to give most : AF. serving in
presents to every single member of tho -
Jodhpur at the time.

i itta 1 s ete.
his Chittar Palace, Balsamand garden  andsome Xmas

: . . ey oraciousl s the
His Highness the Maharaja was & potween th

donate Rs. 1,00,000/- to ho divided &
funds T2

R.AF. and R.IAJ. amenitics —
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But in spite of His Highness’ constant sympathy and
interest, the Jodhpur Road House could not have made
good had it not boen for the efforts of Lady Field and her
band of lady helpers. These ladies, one and all, in a most
admirable spirit of sclf-sacrifice and co-operation, have
kopt the show going in all weathers at the sacrifice of
leisure, time and even of their own moncy. We would like
those who decry the War time activities of British women
in India to drop in alt our Road House on a husy evening.
Working shifts comprise 6 or 7 ladics and it can be under-
stood that with a total personnel of about 1200 Airmen
in and around Jodhpur, the ladies have their hands full.
Particular credit goes to Mrs. Warren and those ladies,
mainly from our Railway community, who, when enforced
absences had reduced the number of lady workers, stuck
to the work and kepi the show going through the trying
months of several hot weathers,

One feature of Road Housc amenities has, we believe,
been much appreciated. Recognising that Airmen like
to send home gifts to their friends and families and that
such gilts are very difficult to obtain at fair prices, Lady
Tield has in each year organised a ‘“‘shop” in time for the
X’mas season Where articles are displayed for sale which
have been collected from all over India. The articles are
sold on actual cost basis and are cagerly purchased by all
ranks,
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The Hostel has for long been supervised and managed
by Lady Stow and we consider that great credit attaches to
her for her officient and tactful control. We were delighted
to learn that her services had been recognised by the award
of the Kaiser-i-Hind medal in the last Honours List. Great
credit also goes to Mr. Gulla Ram Chowdhary, our Agent
for tho Jodhpur State’s Ootacamund propeity, who has
co-operated cordially with Lady Stow throughout and has
contributed in a large measure to the successful rui ning of
the Hostel. Mr. Gulla Ram is an cnthusiaslic gardener
and his efforts in growing vegetables, fruits and flowers have
brought repeated contributions of food and moncy to our
War effort.

o S et S

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA’S PROPERTY
AT JUHU—BOMBAY.

His Highness, who is greatly interested in the weliare
of the Royal Air Force, placed at the dispcsal of the R.AF.
Headquarters his entirc proporty at Juhu—the well known
sea-side resort 11 miles out of Bombay—to be used as a holi-
day resort for the personnel of the R.A.F.

As there were no buildings on this land, His Highness

donated a sum of Rs. 80,000/- towards the erection of
buildings and equipment.

— p——




CHAPTER X.
WARTIME CONTROLS.
" MOTOR VEHICLES.

The first. wartime control to be enforced was the Motor
Spivit - Rationing  Order  which came into effect from
August 15, 1941,

Thanks to the notice which the Government of India
had given of their intention o introduce this measure,
several months of enguiry and study were possible so that
the Jodhpur order was published simultaneously with that
of British India on Aungust 1, 1941, and allotments to all
vehicle users were agreed to and coupons delivered before

the order came into force.

The Government of India was pleased to allow Jodhpur
to deal direct with the War Transport Department—a
privilege shared by about seven other major States.

This order was administered centrally and it was .poss1ble
to make certain innovations which contributed considerably
to the efficiency of the scheme. Among thesg may be
mentioned the distribution of coupons to veh;cle ownex:s
through the Police Department, instead of making owners
come to receive them at the Government office; a,ndlt.;hﬁ
introduction of Ordinary Supplementary allotments Wﬁlc.s
were issued on a quarterly instead of a monthly ba,sm% Indila
procedure was in fact copied by the Governmen Od tion
and other administrations. The percentage Ofdre' o 113129
achieved was in the neighbourhood of 64% bujﬁl urgl%a,me
later quarters consumption tended to rise as vehicles be
older and greater wartime activities Were taken up.




All classes of Vehicle owners took their share of the

burden and the general opinion is that the reduction was

achieved with the minimum of inconvenience.

Subsidiary control measures such as Tyre and Spare
Parts Rationing orders and the Used Vehicles Control Order
were introduced by the Government of India without notice,
but they were brought into effect in Jodhpur with the
minimum delay. The tyre shortage has been the greatest
difficulty and has involved a delay of about eight months
in meeting essential requirements, other than those of
urgent priority which have been dealt with at once. Spare
parts, particularly batteries, caused great difficulty which
luckily proved to be temporary although it lasted for over
a year. The Used Vehicles Control Order was introduced
to remove a great abuse which was flourishing in the form
of fantastic sale prices for used cars.

FOOD AND CIVIL SUPPLIES.

The first control of essential commodities was imposed
in 1941 when the export of foodgrains and fodder was banned
and the price of wheat controlled. Large stocks of grain
were imported and sold at a loss of about Rs. 18 lacs but
Government considered this expenditure well repaid by the
comparative absence of the calamitous events which
occurred elsewhere in August 1942.

In 1942 a Price Control Department was formally
created and Sugar, Kerosene, Yarn and other commodities
were brought under control by measures reciprocal with
those issued in British India. Further developments included
Cloth, Firewood, Charcoal, Paper, Hides, Aluminium, Coal
and Drugs.

The most important Anti-Hoarding and Profiteering
Ordinance was also introduced, and has been administered
by a policy of intelligent inspection.







A S g

.
bt b s

T e e st g R, . o A2 o
T T Ty oy

\ e B r\wx-\«smmv\-s e o, .
Sttt bt ‘1 A s St o e S A Fa R, 4
Pl sl o S Wﬁgww
Aot o o W 3,;"“"“: ‘j\:""wmﬂ‘\w\ﬁ
e b a ~ v bt
i
St B .
(’SJ ot L -y
» \'M-’M NNl
o sy S i . rv-‘:v,‘m oy
P bt ot L ¥ e 1
L g Qv
E" - *
i T — .. e
- a 4 H [
s " 5 ok
E H
b 2 P ! i ¢
PR
- % g Ty ™
o f ——
$ 1 PN : 7 ‘\ 4 -
% AP s [
. /@f‘ * ! o 4 ‘J'
E: i ‘){ A i-;“ ig o AN L
d o \‘,,,_,v «N‘\ \f « .. ( :' \\
¥ rera I e
“ ' PR S S S . v SEMI kY LA
£ N TN ~ e xS VAT e 3
? ‘b \,-;\.‘:n}gw ' \/’ e S /f;q\/ k
3 . S .
- Y AN ” - A —oad oy
(2 TN - iy ,\
“ s -
> i & ,i Y 5 N Y FERE N
E;,.;' * - LA 2 ? 7 P 3 \ MR t:
LA | Fad - - - + LR
H - ¢ *y‘;’{ —-— }«/ . } ’Q{ n\:
Feoe ? M RN, « % H -
- ;f -~ :?WW - ] ~ -
¢

(Y

@ 1

\'5
e S
A
-
~
NP
*

-

‘\
&_,.T
!
3 Aty
e
A
N oot Aot
£l
- t
- ~
-
{4
!
A Y
o
SR
¥
&
Ao
%
Ay
e §
— -
Wl

M-—uq-...»-«——.-mk

- o
\’w -~
-
-
]
.
R Y
N
%.,,_"
+
i*_
M
P
2

AN
.

.
L
‘
.
Y
f'i
¢ t
r
1
A
&‘?“ s

\
{
A

{
} o e o
ZS{:“/\ e T e
!M-’!-‘-'v‘ : -
k ! ] /j i - 3
[‘ -~ 1
Fo- ;

H.E. the Commander-in-Chief at “Arranmore’



Controls of this nature are inevitably t

there is no doubt that the public had be)enml?l(l)%)utlzr’ vlé;'l;
considerable inconvenience through the shortage of supplies
and the prevalence of blackmarketing  activities among
unserupulous hoarders of popular commodities. Cloth in
particular has been the subjeet of difficulties which are
not due to the local Government bhut to the difficulties
inherent in the distribution of quotas to the whole of India.
There is. however. evidence that the commercial and
general public have hecome aware of the necessity of these
controls and that the position has generally improved.

Normally Jodhpur was a deficit area in foodgrains but
thanks to two vood monsoons in 1943 and 1944 no demands
have had to be made from the Government of India since
the severe famine of 19381940, This has resulted in an
indireet contribution of about 7000 tons of foodgrains per
annum. It has not been found advisable to introduce
rationing in the urban arecas of the State. The procurement
of buffer stocks has averted any difficulty in the matter of
shortage and price of foodgrains. and it is hoped that by
an improved policy of procurement, Jodhpur may still
further contribute o the general problem of India’s Supplies.
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