OPNAV-16-223

ek AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(Reclassify when
. GENERAL ' .

filled out)
VC-91

'_. (b) Based on or at USS MAKIN ISLAND (CVE.SS) ) Report No. V€ =21 ﬁp

CONPIDENT IAL

(a) Unit Reporting

(d) Take off: Date 14 May 1945 ~  Time (LZT) 1180-1  (Zone); Lat. 8° 12' He |ong127° 23" B.

(e) Mission  Ground Support, Okinawe. oo Return_ 46&80-I  (Zone)

. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
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iH, QTHER U. S OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS _OPERATION.
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" FYPE :;QUADRON NUMBER | BASE TYPE SOUADRON | _I\_!UM-é“ER | BASE

_TBM-3 |VC-97 | 4 | USS SHIPLEY BAY TEM3 | W@ | 1 SS NATOMA BAY (Coord.)
TBU-3 |VC-83 | 1 | USS SARGENT BAY (Coorc jD o

 TBM~3 (VC-94 | 4  |USS PETROP BAY
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IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
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(f) (g )W ______
TYPE | NO. NO ENGAGING TIME | LOCATION OF

| BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
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———— —

(YES OR NO) (BABE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENGTHS BF sovep———————
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V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
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Form ACA-]
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C ONFIDENTIAL

PEPORT No. VC =91 #6a

only).
(e)

- VL LOSS OR DAMAGE, C“MEA"' OR | OPERAT‘ON&\‘ OF OWi I AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 1]

{c) l ld‘ |

7
(a) (b) | 8 : " . . 1 T T
, : CAUSE.: TYPE ENEMY A/C | ”ﬂr HiT, ANGLE (L:st armor rxitrw OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE CWN A/ QUADRON 1L IY t (U\ OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE : self-sealing tanks, equipment hws i (Cive Bureau serial number of planes cestroyea)
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(c)
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(e)
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(f)
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IX. ENEMY ANTI- AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). __ _
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X. COMPARAT!VE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left) .

SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

None.

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-223

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT "Reclaseify when

Sheat 3 of § filled out)

. CONFIDRNTIAL

(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

REPORT Ny YO=91 5762
Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) Target(s) and Location(s)T¥oop, Artillery Posktions, Uil DumpBsTine Over Target(s) ) 1230/1410 (Zone)

o — o LS - - g —— — o - — — — —

U'kiﬁi)a IPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK}

Clouds Over Target_ Gwaulus = 2500 - ‘-L/}_O_,_

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER) -l
' ' ' 2 L . .
(d) Visibility of Target.____¥Fedr T S L R S | (e) Visibility 10
3 (CLEAR, HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.) : MILES

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type _ Gllide EESPCECRONI-L RPN . | . (| -

(LEVEL. GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE )

q

Bombs DrOpﬁeA & R'l,;“‘ ST _ Spacing.. Altitiude of Bomb Release 1<y

Fockets 7 Blunh Radie 100 S ds o Azle T °
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed 9 Probably Destroved O Damaged __ Q
| .{f] |  DIMEN {Iljor\“ OR :-'i -[“O 1--C-MTAO lm“.- BOMBS AN r‘:{l}\ﬁw' NITION | NO LPI."}’ {er{ DAMAGE -!fn.!} e siiht
. QMG POINT | TONNAGE ~ [(k) SQUADRON | EXPENDED EACH ”“_ _‘* _f\* POINT | Aiming Pent | serious, destroyed or sunk)
1 Artille y 1n 10 & ] 4 - uUU7f ALl in
_positions TA‘T368H- o dmeh, = VO-Z1 | 10 -JEEPJ» ., &rea | Serious
2 0il Dump in TA | 10 & - | 2 drums set
7268 M. 1 60 gal__l?rw V=9l | 890 - Rds. 50 cal, Majority  afirs.
3 pounds®’d caves 1 | 2 = 500§ G.Ps. All on
_ (troops) 8263 GH owe==  VG=91 | X7 - 5" HE Arss | ridge. Undetermined
A 400 = [idse 50 cal,
R 4 o 50% Pa. All on
m——— | VCePl | 8§ = S"H_bARs | ridge.| Undeltormined
| | |
s w -
| e |
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(0) RESULTS: For all hits claimed cn ship targets and for land targets of special interest draw d agram, top or sice view 0r both, as appreopriate showing type and
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and ne‘rt ty by numbers above. Use add tional sheets if necessary)
Target #l. Air Coordinator reported th:t the arﬁiller*y in ¢ oi the 1lU positions
(on top of a sand du ne) were knocked out vy the attack. VU-01l pilots said the guns
almady appeared out of cowmission; no Jap activity was seen nearby,
Target 72. Two of ten 60-zallon fuel drums were set afire by strafinge.
Targets #3 & f#4. Fach pilot selected his own target from pair assigned, reportin
2ll their bombs and rockets hit their respective area. Demage could not be determined.
(p) Were Photographs Taken? No Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple
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XII. TACTICAL AND

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Dispasition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses

Offensive Tactics, Own

i ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own

: A Er'\en]‘,&

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircratt

e — - —— e - e —— e ——ee—

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Targe!
Approach to Target
Altitudes Speeds |
Approach ‘
Dive |
Pull-Qut |
Dive Angle |
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics |
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications

Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations

Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify. wher

filled out)

CONFIDENTIAL

. REPORT No VC=91 #62
OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

The third division of four VI's from the MAKIN ISIAN D took
off at 1130 to support ground troops on Okinawa, rendezvousing and
making the trip to the area with 4 YT from the SHIPILEY BAY, four from
PETROF BAY, and one each from the SARGENT BAY snd NOTAMA BAY, the latter

two being Air Coordinators.

At Point Jig the VC-91 division was split into two divisions,
one joining the SHIPLEY end SARGENT planes, to work on the Marine side
of the island; the other tesming up with the PETROF and NATOMA planes,

to operate on the Army side.

The first group was assigned as targe® artillery positions on
top of a sand dune at TA 7368 M, and for once the pilots could see the
artillery -- about ten five~inch guns; the pilots sald, however, that
the guns looked alreudy out of commission. The SARGENT Coordinator marked
the target with a smoke rocket, and the six planes then began their
attack in a loose column f{ormetion, nor to gouthe

Because of overcast, runs had tc be started from 2500 feet, at
angles of 25 degress and pullout at 1200 feet. The two 500-pound bombs
were dropped singly, followed by Ilour rocket runs, {iring two per rui
from 1000 yards slant range and 20 degrees. All of the bombs and rockets
hit the olose to the ar$illery positions, but hits on specific positions
could not be determined because of gmoke., However, the Coordinator
reported all guns lmocked out by the attack.

At the conclusion of that attack, the division leader Lt.(jg)
Butler snd his wingmen, t.(jg) Smith, made & strafing run on an oil
dump, (consisting of about 10 €@=gallon drums) in TA 7268M. Two drums
were set afire,

About the time Butler and Smith were finishing their work, the
gecond VC.91 section, Lte(jz) Fane and Ensign Griesinger, began an attack
on the target assigned their group - mounds and caves in TA 8269GH and IK
8369NK, where trocp movements had been reported, some 1000 yards south
of Yonsbaru. Thie zroup's attack was made along the seme lines as that
of the Butler-Smith group, runs being startod from 2500 feet because of
the low ceilinge.

Kane attscked the first of the two terget areas and Griesinger
the second, in what amounted to saturation type attacks. Target visibiliy
was only fair, but numerous bomb and rocket hits were observed at least
close to the saves end mounds. However, the pilots could not ascertain
definite damage, or determine whether any caves had been closed.

A few rounds of 40 mm AA was seen east of Naha, but did not
disburb the planes,

The four pilots weres
Lt.(jg;) D. K. Butler
Lte.(iz) D. G. Kane
Fneign D. F. Griesinger.
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. . REPORT No_ VC=91 62

X111 MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left

i i . 1 | i - S ~~yeC :

ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsignts _ |
I\L;:;f‘f e 1. One rocket became unplugged, probably during catapult take-off,
unitior o -
Bombs Torpedoes and fal led o 11ree
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Sianals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
IFF |
Signals I
Battle 1__@;}‘:15

Procedures
PROTECTION
Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Nee figle Further
Protection

|l eak Prooting

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT |

Farachutes

e ———————— e

| ife Belts, Life Raft
?(’*Fihjf"ﬂ, f} :H!'J'C |
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ations, First / |
1
NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT |
frr-*‘\_r‘%'*n"l__--;:.-_ AC ||
Driftsights |
f N\mbmonde '
LA Fe DS {
Automatic Pil |
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS |
Flight
Power Plant |

OXYGEN SYSTEM |

CAMOUFLAGE AND |
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframo

;'“'m.lc almi :
I
i r i t
nrntrol Stirta -,
1 L o ¥ _— | d !
(."'_"1*'" \v/ETam |
i gy !
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Heating dSystem |
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| e Rh , l
| o | ¥ {11 ) ) 2 iLd __} i
|

POWER PLANI
. '~.
Fr‘ :r‘~F"~.":' |
-ngines |
;:. e Tallar: A NCCAIr O 'I
L I'I F | L] = LW H :
|
|
!
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et ATINA SVETAM |
i c d JSysie |
|
A W e |
't} = e

% i | L A ! - ]
— ™ |
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AMNOors

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM |
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM !

AuXxihian

L '1i'i'r
1 I

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING

MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

5. H. SEINGER, LT., A.C.I. OFFICER P M. BLANCHARD, 1LT., C.0. 14 May %o

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY DATE
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