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TEADQUARTERS
U.5. STRATEGIC BOIBING SURVEY
(Pacific)
APO 234
INTERROGATION NO, 174 PLACE: Tokyo
DIVISION OFF ORIGIN: 0il and Chemical. DATE: 26 Oct 1945

OULJECT: Production and administration of oil in South.
ENSONNEL INTERDOCATED AND BACKGROUND OF EACH:

NAKAMURA, HARSUO (Note: There are two other NAKANURAS in oil.)

1930~38

- Dr. in physical chemistry.,
38-39+ = Kawasaki A/C Co.
40-42 « Conscripted into Army Fueld Depot Tokyo A/C Fuel.
42-43 =~ Palembang, Sumatra.
43 - Sclentific Staff War lMinistry.

WIERE INTERVIE/ED: Room 807, lieiii Building.
INTERROGATOR: It Comdr G. M WILLIADNS,
INTERPRETER:

ALLIEZD OFFICERS PRESENT: None,

SUMMARY s

l., Palembang 0il Production (Sumatra).
2. Pang Balon Braudon 0il Production.
3» Trensportation of oil.

4, Distribution of oil,

5« Reports.,

6., I rmy=-Navy Co-overation in Singanore,
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Labor. Palembang labor includedl15 - 30,000 native workers,
3,000 Jananese from Japail, end sotte Miteh and American prisoners,
but no German techniclans.

Palembeng 0il Production. In 1942 the 1 roduction was low but
by 1943 productlon was uDb to nrewar standards. oSome of the orig-
inal operating machinery was left intact. The two plants at Palem-
ban- were able to produce 11,0C0 k1.,D The last month was 250,000
11141 ..vgas ran 8-10% of nrocuction, with tae best record 12%., lMo-
tor gas ren 20-22%., The best zas ran 95-96 octane and by adding
tetrnethyl lead 100 to 116 octane could be achieved, NARALITUHA saild
the hurning point of this fuel, lowever, Was too hirh and that otaer
ras had to be mixed with it to achieve »nroper results and that the
sesulting octene was about ¢2, although small quantities of higner
octane could be nroduced for use. A procuction quota was set for
1943 for 3,000,000 kl; it wes more than fulfilled.,

Transportstion. Avges was cenerally transported in drums.
NAKAMURE pemerbered only one instance of sinlppilng avgas by tanker.
llotor ces was generally sent in tankers. Local uvse gas was trans-
norted in drums. Drums became & critical item and a dirum factory
was established but didn't work too well, Ship»ning was a severe
bottleneck? nroduction canacity being far in excess of transnorta-
tion canacity. . nlan for wooCen ships was institvted but during
the time NAIAIURA wes there only one wooden shilp was used, .= more
radicol exneriment was then mace. This involved »nutting gasoline
in 50-80 Xilo rubber bags and towing them between Palembang and
Singapore. One or two such shipments were nace, but shipning orob=-
1ems involved made the experiment unsuccessiul. It was also diffi-
cult to load and unload these bags and avegas could not be shinned
unless the rubber was specially treated.

Distribuilon of 0O1l. Production figures sent 60-70% to Sing-
anore. Some went to Japan directly. £11 oill that went to Singa-
nore was in a refined state unless a breakdown of machinery nre-
vented this. 30-40% of nroduction went to the Mavy, mostly in the
form of diesel and bunker oil. .. few times destroyers came in and
were fueled cdirectly. But most of the oll was nicked uo by Navy
tankers., NAEKALURA was not clear on the subject of fleet tenkers
but e szid that both fast and slow tankers ceme to Palemnbang but
towards the end of his stay only slow ones arrived. Only about
1% of nroduction wes consumed locally.

Palembang crude was sent to Balikpapan once for refining.
Tave cruce was resulerly sent to Balikpapan.

Pang Balan Breudon: At the beginning of Japanese occunation
0il wes sent from Pang Balan Brzudon to Singanore but later on
these shinments were »nractically abanconed due to submarinese.

Tarze tenkers further more couldn't cet in becavse of shallow
vater, -t one time there wes a2 plan to destroy the nlant but even-
tuelly the nlant was limited to diesel oll and avcas, Inere wes
more motor res than could be hendled. There was even a nlan to
dump it all in the river, but this dlen was abanconed beceuse of
te fire hazerd. Effort to refine motor gas into avgas failed.

Renorts. Each refinery made montily and annuel remort to
the Southnern Fuel Devnot in Singanore. The montaly renort in-
cluced: (1) Production of crude, (2) Procuction of refined oil,
and (3) Tonnage ship»ed to wmarticular localities., The annval re-
nort incluced the total monthly renorts »nlus formulas used ror
moking oil, There wes also an exnerimental report., These re-
sorts were sent by the Southern Fuel Depot to the Southern Gen-
cral ~TMY.

hl " -




t

)

N

Army-Nayv Co-operation in Sinsaporeg. NAKAMURA testified
that tnere was en .rmy-Navy fuel committee established in Singa-
nore in 1942 (Navy witnesses say taere was no such official bocy).
The purpose of this committec was to exchansec the resources of the
senarate Army-Navy oil kingdoms. For examnle, Balikpapan produced
Tube oil and Palembeng none, Technical information was &8lso ex-
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Sir Reid Defensee. ~fter the midcle of 1943, there was a
ir reid nrecautions by November, In December

nlan to complete a

these nrecautions were still incomplete due to the difficulties

of underzrouvnd construction in the watery soil. There then ensucd
o greoat discussion between the central anthorities arguing about
underground construction, tiiec local authoritics saying it could

not be donce
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