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POEMS IN PROSE

I
[1878]
THE COUNTRY

The last day of July: *for a thousand versts
around sRussia, our rative land.

*An unbroken blue® flooding the whole sky;
a single cloudlet upon it, half floating, half fading
away. Windlessness, warmth . . . air like new milk!

Larks are trilling; pouter-pigeons® cooing; noise-
lessly the swallows dart *to and fro*; horses are
neighing and munching ; the dogs do not bark and
stand peaceably wagging their tails.

A smell of smoke and of hay, and *a little of
tar, ° too, and a little of hides. The hemp, now *in
full bloom, ® sheds its heavy, pleasant fragrance.

1. for a thonsand vers(s arolind :ﬁkﬁﬁ%ﬂ—?{&@,ﬁ}ﬁ:
FRAYIRERGIFIE A for=to extent of, —{RE(verst) AF =TI =
e

2, An unbroken blune T RPN IR,
8. pouter pigeon iR
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A deep but sloping ravine. Along its sides:
willows in rows, with big heads above, trunks cleft?
below. Through the ravine runs & brook ; the tiny
pebbles at its bottom are all quiver through its clear
oeddies. In the distance, on the border-line* between
earth and heaven, the bluish streak of a great river.

Along the ravine, on one side, tidy barns, little
storehouses with close-shut doors ; on the other side,
five or six pinewood huts with boarded roofs. Above
each roof, the bhigh pole of a pigeon-house: over
each enfry a little short-maned horse of *wrought
ivon.®> The window-panes of faulty glass shine with
all the colours of the rainbow. Jugs of flowers are
painted on the shutters. DBefore each door, a little
bench stands prim and neat on the *mounds of
earth,* cais are basking, their transparent ears pricked
up alert beyond the high door-sills, is the cool dark
of the outer rooms. ’

*I lie on the very edge of the ravine,” on an
outspread horse-cloth ; all about are whole stacks of
fresh-cut hay, oppressively fragrant. The sagacious
husbandmen have flung the hay about bsefore the:
huts , *let it get a bit drier® in the baking sunshine ;

o

oleff, past and past participle of * cleave %%
border.line 5113

wroaght iron 5% > 4R, wrought 2 work (B L TR
mounds of eaxth 1 B. :
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5. XIie ou the very edge of the ravine REEXINAE |
&, very ZRBE adjective, F precise 8. #%1 Come here thig
very minute 3733 M .

6. Let it get n bit drier SR SR,
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and then into the barn with it. *It will ke first-rate
sleeping on it.* o

Curly, childish heads are sticking out of every
haycock ;s crested hens are looking in the hay for
{lies and little beetles, and a white-lipped pup is
rolling among the tangled stalks.

Flaxen-headed lads in clean smoeks, belted low,
in heavy boots, leaning over an unharnessed waggon,
*£ling each other smart volleys of banter, * with broad
£rins showing their white teeth.

A round-faced young woman peeps out of
window ; laughs at their words or at the romps
of the children in the mounds of hay.

Another young woman with powerful arms draws
a greab wet bucket out of the well . « . . The bucket
quivers and shakes, spilling long, glistening drops.

Before me stands an old woman in a new striped

petticoat and new shoes.
.. Fat hollow beads are wound in three rows aboui
her dark thin neck, her grey head 5 tied up in a
yollow kerchief with red .spots ; it hangs low over
her {ailing eyes.

Buti there is 2 smile of welcome in the *aged eyes;?

‘1. Xt will be first-rate sleeping on It FREIEER LE
BIE—-SHIFRE
2. fling each ofther smart volley® of banter Iﬂ’fﬂﬁﬁ‘m
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a smile *all over' the wrinkled face. The old
woman has reached, *I dare Bay,” her seventieth
year. .. ind even now *one can see she has been a
beaunty in her day.®

With a twirl of her sunburnt finger, she holds
in her right hand a bowl of cold milk, with the
eream on it, fresh® from the cellar ; the sides of fhe
bowl are covered with drops, like strings of pearls.
In the palm of her left hand the old woman brings
me a huge hunch of warm bread, *as though to say,
¢ Eat, and welcome, passing guest!’

A cock suddenly crows and fussily flaps his
wings ; he is slowly answered by the low of a calf,
*shut up® in the stall.

** My word, ° what oats!® I hear my coachman
saying. « » - Oh, the content, €he quiet, the plenty
of the Russian open country ! Obh, the deep peace
and wellbeing |

And *the thought comes to me ® *what is it all
to us here, ® the cross on the cupola of *St. Sophia'®

I. all over §Effi
‘2, Xdarve say BHKF.
8. one can see she has been = beauty in her day FEELAf
SEBHEDTRRRE—fHRA o in her day, £
4. fresh 3iF,
5. ns though=as if, Frf{ 275 ke
6. shut ap KFH.
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Ye My word=Upon my word, REifks
8« ihe thought comes o me BT ITRE TIE MMM,
¥; what is it oll 0 us here E—VWRNEXNRIE AR
k=108
. 19« Bt Sophia HAERAIETE (St. Sophia) FEeRuAIE L7
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fii *Constantinople’ and all the rest that we ara
struggling for, we men of the fown?

A CONVERSATION

%! Neither? the Jurgfrau nor the Finsteraarhorn has yet been
trodden by the foot of man I’ '

The topmost peaks of the Alps... A whole
chain of rugged precipices « » « « The very heart of
the mountains.

Over the mountain, a pale green, clear, dumb
sky. Bitter, ‘cruel frost ; hard, sparkling snow ;
gbicking out of the snow, the sullen peaks of the
ice-covered, windswept mountains.

"Pwo massive forms, two giants on the sides of
the horizon, the Jungfran® and the Finsteraarhorn.*

And the Jungfrau speaks to ifs neighbour $
¥ What canst thou tell that 1is new ? thou canst
sce more. What is there down *below?’¢

A few thousand years *go by :* *one minute.?

1. Constantinople LHIEAIER
2. neithe!' ------ oY BrEsrescerienr R;E lllllllll =Il‘0t eithcr- ﬁ %

Neither he nor I known. 7 SRR &l

8. Jungfran RVIWEAL alps) W2—EE.

4. Finsteraaghorn HEEEHFRIN—~EL BHERETA
B i, X 1890 A AR
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5+ what canst thou tell that-we=what can you tell
6. below T

7o g0 By = pass
8. one minuie —BR]
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And the Finsteraarhorn roars back in answer : *‘Chick
clouds cover the earth » « » » Wait a little 1?

Thousands more years go by : one minute.

‘ Well, and now %’ asks the Jungfrau.

¢ Now I see, there below all is the same. Thers
are blue waters, black forests, grey heaps of piled-up
stones. Among them are still *fussing® o and fro
the insects, *thoun knowest, = the *bipeds® that bave
*never yeb once defiled thee nor me.’*

£Men 2?

*Yes, men.?

Thousands of years go by : one minute.

¢ Well, and now %° asks the Jungfran.

¢ There seem fewer insects to be seen,” thunders
the Finsteraarhorn, ‘it is clearer down below : the
waters have shrunk, the forests are thinner.> Again
thousands of years go by : one minute.

¢ What seest thou ¢ ? says the Jungfrau.

*¢ Close aboub us® it seems purer,’ answers the
Finsteraarhorn, ®bub there in the disiance in the
valleys are still spots, and something is moving.?

* And now ?? asks the Jungfrau, after more
thousands of years : one minute.

X fassing YRS, 3MEL

o, thou knowest = you know
3. biped ZRE

—_— 19 —
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“TAEIRE 2 JHIEE  SUBTRTE » ip—t
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4, meyer yet once defiled thee nor me HALFI TN E M

EIE S
5. Close about ns ¥ FERFANE
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Now it is well,” answers the Finsteraarhorn,

‘it is clean everywhere, quite white, wherever you
Jook. . . . Everywhere is our snow, unbroken snow
and fce. Everything is frozen. It is well now, it is
guiet.?

*Good,’ ®iid the Jungfrau. *But we have
gossipped enough, old fellow. It’s time to slumber.?

¢ It is time, indeed.?

The huge mountains sleep ¢ the green, clear sky
sleops over *the region of eternal silence.®

February 1878.

THE OLD WOMAN

*I was walking over® a wide plain alone.

And suddenly *I fancied® light, cautious foot-
steps behind my back. . . « Some one was *walking
after me. *

I looked round, and saw a little, bent old woman,
all *muffled up in" grey rags. The face of the old
woman alone peeped out from them; a yellow,
wrinkled, sharp-nosed, toothless face.

I *went up to" her. . « . She stopped.

1. 1he region of efexnual silence FRIEFTERAG S
2. ¥ was walking over . over & across ﬁ,&z%ﬁ

3 X fanclied TAHE » TS,
— J4
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Z & A

REBEREAEE R ST ¢

et » REFERDTERASENRY - R
p; 2. T A HERIERAEE ©

BREE—F » 2—BEPEEEYNERA »BEAR
EEENAR c REENARRDEES SRaERE 2
HERY - BERY o RERY  JRERIEETE o

RAEFM 2 HSTEET o

4. walking after me JRARBHE

Ha went ap 0 rroese %ﬁ%
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*Who are vou ¢ What do you want ? Are
you & beggar ¢ Do you seek slms §?

The old woman did not answer. I bent down
to her, and noticed that both her eyes were covered
with a half-trangparent membrance or skin, *such as
is seen in some birds ;* they protect their eyes with
it from dazzling light.

But in the old woman, the membrane did not
move nor uncover the eyes . « » from which I con-
cluded she was blind.

*Do vou want alms ?° I repeated my question.
* Why are you following me ¢’ But the old woman
as before *made no answer,? but only *shrank into
herself® a little.

I turned from her and *went on my way.*

And again I hear behind me *the same light,
measured, a8 it were, stealthy steps.®

*Again that woman!’ I thought, ‘ why does she
ghick to ma ¢’ But then, I added inwardly, **Most
likely® she has *lost her way,” *being blind,® and now
i following the sound of my steps *so as to® get with
me to some inhabited place. Yes, yes, *that’s it.?1°

I+ euch as is seen In some birds R LR BERITRY

~3}%, as Frelative pronoun, such as=like that which.
2+ made no anSner B2
8, shrank into heyxselr JEiE
4, went on my way FEIREIHE
B. the samo light, measured, as if were stenlthy, steps

WelRI AR s 380, AT DL ARl 2P Beas it wereaso tospeak.
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But a strange uneasiness graduslly *gained
possession of my mind. I began to fancy that the
old woman was *not only following me, but?
fhat she was direcing me, that she was driving me
to right and to left, and that I was unwittingly
obeying her.

1 *gtill go on,® however - + . but, behold, before
me, on my very road, something black and wide . « .
*a kind of hole.* . . . *A grave!’ flashed through
my head. ©That is where she is driving me !’

I turned sharply back- The old woman faced
me apain . « « but she sees! She is looking at me
with big, cruel, malignant eyes . . » *the eyes of a
bird of prey.® « « » I stoop down to her face, to her
eyes. » « « Again the same opague membrance, the
same blind, dull countenance. « « «

€Ah1? I think, ‘this old woman I8 my fate.
The fate from which there is no escape for man !’

*No escape] no escape! What madness. « « «
One must try.” And I *rush away® in another
direction.

I go swiftly. + « « But light footsteps as before
pafter behind me, close, close. « « « And before me
again the dark hole.

1. gnined possession of:-+ ~{HR
2, not ounly - but ;]:ﬁ ...... WE
8. still go on G YE
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Agein I turn another way. s . « And again the
same patter behind, and the same *menacing blur of
darkness® before.

And *whichever way I run,” *doubling like &
hunted bare® . . . it’s always the same, the same !

® Wait ! ? I think, “I will cheat her! I will go
nowhere ! ? and I instantly sat down on the ground.

" The old woman stands Lehind, two paces from
me. I do not hear her, but I feel she is there.

And suddenly I ses the blur of darkness in the
distance is floating, creeping *of itself ' towards me !

*God 1® I look round again « . . the old woman
*looks straight at® me, and her toothless mouth is
twisted in a grin.

No escaps |

THE DOG

Us two in the room : my dog and me. « « «
*Qutside’ a fearful storm is howling.

The dog sits in front of me, and *looks me
straight in the face.®

ﬂ’ﬁ%) menacing blur of daricness m;\ﬁﬁ&ﬁ—-ﬁ(ﬁ.hﬁt@iﬂ

2. whichever way X run FERREB—IES

ﬁLﬁ& donbling Iike s huaied hare ﬁ—'ﬁmﬁﬁﬁ ?ﬂﬂ
;. of itselr £ Rk
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And I, too, look into his face.

He wants, it seems, to tell me something. He
js dumb, he is without words, he does not understand
himself—but *I understand him.?

I understand that *at this instant® there is living
in bim and in me the same feeling, that there is no
difference between us. We are the same; in each
of us there burns and shines *the same trembling
spark.?

Death sweeps down, with & wave of its chill
broad wing. « « »

And *the end !*

Who then can discern what was the spark that
glowed in each of us ?

No ! We are not beast and man that *glance ot
one another® + « « «

They are the eyes of equals, those eyes riveted
on one another.

~ And in each of these, in the beast and in the
man, the same life *huddles up® in fear *close to”
the other-

February 1878.

1. ¥ understand him REEBNE > RN

2, at this Instant=at this moment. FXAF N o,

3. the same trembling spark = the same trembling spark
of feeling.
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MY ADVERSARY

Y had a comrade who was my *adversary;® not in
*pursuits, ? nor in *service, nor in love, but our views
were never alike on any subject, and whenever we
met, endless argument arose betweenimsg.

We argued about everything : sbout art, and
religion, and science, about life on earth and *beyond
the grave,* especially about life beyond the grave.

He was *a person of faith " and enthusiasm. One
day he said to me, ¢ You langh at everything ; but if
I die before you, I will come to you from the other
world. « « « Weshall see whether you will laugh then.’

And he did, in faet, die before me, while he
was still young ; but the years *went by, ® and I had
forgotten his promise, his threat.

One night 1 was lying in bed, and could not,
and, indeed, would not sleep.

In the room it was neither dark nor light. *I
fell to staring into” the grey twilight.

And *all at once,® I fancied that between fhe
two windows my adversary was standing, and was

3. adyersary=enemy, KA
pursnit 353

gervice A% _
peyond the graye=the other world, Ztiite

n person of faith FHEGIMA
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slowly and mournfully nodding his head up and down.

I was nct frightened ; I was not even surprised
« « « but raising myself a little, and *propping mysslf
on my elbow,® *I stared still more intently at the
nnexpected apparition.®

The latter continued te nod his head. .

*Well 22 I said *at last .® ¢ are youn trivmphant
or regretful ¢ What is this—warning or reproach %
. » = Or do you mean fo give me to understand that
you were wrong, that we were both vwrong ? Whab
are you experieneing § The *torments’ of hell ¢
Or the *bliss® of paradise § Utser one word *at
least ! ?°

But my opponent did not utter a single sound,
and only, as before, mournfully and submissively
nodded his head np and down.

I laughed . . . he vanished.

February 1878.

THE BEGGAR

I was walking along the streete .« *I was
stopped” by a *decrepit® old beggar.

1. propping myself on my elbow miﬂ'ﬁﬁ%& = Fa/ B

2. X sfared still more intently at the unexpected

apparitionZ I KR HEGE S EM TSI B, apparition=ghost
B

8. at last B
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Bloodshot, tearful eyed, blue lips, coarse rags,
festering wounds. « « » Oh, how hideously poverty
had eaten into this miserable creature !

He *held out to' me a red, swollen, *filthy®
hand. He groaned, he *mumbled’ of help.

T began *feelivg i all my pockets. . - « No
purse, no watch, not even a handkerchief. . . . *I
had taken nothing with me.®* And the beggar was
still waiting « » « and his outstretched hand feebly
shook and trembled.

*Confused, ¢ *abashed,? I warmly *clasped® the
filthy, shaking hand . . . *Don’t be angry, brother:
I have nothing, brother.?

The beggar stared at me with his bloodshot
eyes; his blue lips smiled ; and he *in his turn®
*oripped® my chilly fiongers.

*¢ What of it,** brother? he mumbled ; “thanks
for this, too. Thab is a gift too, brother.’

I knew that I too had received a gifé from my
brother.

February 1878.

held out gl
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‘THOU SHALT HEAR THE FOOL’S
JUDGMENT . . »—*PUSHKIN®

‘Thou shalt hear the fool’s judgment. « « of
- You always told the troth, O great singer of ours.
You spoke it this time, too.

*The fool’s judgment and the langhter of the
crowd?’ « . . who has not known *the one and the

other 2° _
All that one can, and one *ought to* bear : and

who has the strength, let him despise it ]

But there are blows which pierce more cruelly to
the very heart- ... A man hes done all that he
could ; has worked *strenuously,* lovingly, honestly.
» « « And *honest hearts® *turn from him in disgust.®
honest faces burn with indignation *at his name. *
*Be gonel *Away with you!’® honest young
voices Scream abt him. *We have *no need 04
you, ” nor of your work. You *pollute'® our dwell-
j1g-places. You know us not and understand us
not. « » » You are our enemy !’

I Fushhin {8 (1799 183M) R EEHA: TREA »
BXTMEEE 0 EMSRRASNMED ATER B TS ERE—
ARG 3 BSE 2 BT AT 4 RE AT, |

2. theomne and the other F[EH{%EEl The feols judge.
ment and the laughter of the crowd
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What is that man to do ¥ *Go on? working 3
not try to justify himself, and not even *lvok
forward to? a fairer judgment.

*At one time® tho *tillers of the soil* cumsed
the traveller who brought the potato, the *substitute
for® bread, the poor man’s daily food. . « + They
shook the precious gift out of his outstretched hands,
flung it in the mud, trampled it underfoot.

Now they are fed with it, and do not even
know their benefactor’s name.
¥So be it 1° What is his name to them ¢ He
*nameless though he be, " paves them from hunger.
Let us try only that what we bring should be.
really good food.
Bititer, unjust reproach on the lips of those you
love . . + . But that, too, can be borne. . . .
- “Beat me | but listen I * said the Athenian leader
to the Spartan. |
~ “Beat me ! but be healthy and fed ]’ we ought
to say.
~ February 1878.

go on 31T, B

look forward to=expect {5 > AR 2
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6. Eo be itl=bhe it so }ZHT, BT,
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A CONTENTED MAN

A young man goes skipping and bounding along
a street in the capitale His movements are gay and
*alert . thers i3 a sparkle in his eyes, a smirk on hisg
lips, a pleasing flush on his beaming face. . « « *He
is all contentment and delight. "

What bas happened to him ¥ Has he *come in
for a legacy 3° Has he been promoted ¥ Is he
hastening to meet Lis beloved § Or is it simply
he has had & good breakfast, and the sense of healths
*the sense,of well-fed prosperity,* is at work in all
his limbs ¥ Surely they bave not put on his neck
thy lovely eight-pointed cross, O Polish king
*Stanislas §°

No. He has *hatched® a scandal against a friend,
has *sedulously” sown it abroad, has heard it, this
Bame slander, from the lips of another friend, and—
has himself believ:d itl |

Oh, how contented ! how kind indeed at this
minute I8 this amiable, *promising® young man !

February 1878.

1. alert=lively #i3¥

2. _He iv all conteatizent and delight R REEHN
oAy )

3« come in for 1 gacy ﬁ%ﬁéﬂﬁm

4. the Sense of well-fed prosperity ~}3 kS > 1%
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*A RULE OF LIFE!

*X you wané to annoy an opponent thoroughly,
and even to harm him,’ said a *erafty® old knave
to me, ‘you reproach him with the very defect
or vice *you are conscious of in yourself.® Ba
indignant » « « and reproach him !

*¢To begin with,* it will *sef others thinking®
you have not that vice.
*¢In ‘the second place,® your indignation may

well be sincere » » « You can *turn o account® the.
pricks of your own conscience.

If youn, *for instance,® are a *turncoat, ° reproach
Yyour opponent with having no convictions !
~ SIf you are yourself slavish at heart, tell him
reproachfully that he iz slavish . . . *the slave of
civilisation, of Europe, of Socialism ?1°

*One might even say, the slave of *anti-
Blavishness, ?** I suggested.

L arule of Yite [{FE
2« orafty 1%
¥ yom are conscious of in yourselr FiAk 3 B - £ 5

» To begin with=in the first Place 5—
set others thinking §E4 A$H.ceer
in the sccond place 5.

7= farn (o account $WENE, AH
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*tYou might even do fthat,’? assented the
cunning knave.
February 1878.

THE END OF THE WORLD
A DREAM

I fancied I was somewhere in Russia, in the
wilds, in a simple country house.

The room big and *low pitched® with three
windows ; the walls *whitewashed ;> no furniture.
Before the house s barren plain ¢+ gradually sloping
downwards, if strefches into the distance ' a grey
monotonous sky hangs over it, like the canopy of
a bed.

I am not alone ; there are *some* ten persons in
the room with me. ¥*All quite plain people, * simply
dressed. They walk *up and down® in silence, *as
it were” stealthily. They avoid one another, and yet
are continnally *looking anxsiously at one another. ?

Not one knows why he has come info this house
and what people there are with hime On all the

1. You might eyen do thai=-You might even say so friR

] EIARERR
2. low pitched m
3 whitewasn DIERBEETHE, Bi..
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faces uneesiness and despondency « » » all *in turn’
approach the windows and *look about intently as
though expecting something from without.*

Then again they fall to wandering up and down.
Among us i8 a small-sized boy ; *irom time to time’
he whimpers in the same thin voice, ‘Father, Im
frightened !> *My heart turns sick at his whimper, *
and I too begin to be afraid - . . of what ¥ I don’
know myself. Only I feel, there i8 coming nearer
and nearer a greaf, great calamity.

The boy *keeps on and on’ with his wail. Oh,
to escape from here! How *stifling!® How
weary | how heavy. . . - But escape is impossible.

That sky is like a shroud. And no wind. « . .
*Js the air dead or what?

All at once the boy runs up to the window and
shrieks in the same piteous voice, * Lioock | look ! the
earth has fallen away 1 ?

‘How ¢ fallen away 2’ Yes: just now there

was a plain before the house, and now it stands on =a
fearful height ! The horizon has sunk, has gone

1. in tuen BRSO _

=, Icok about inteniky as ¢hongh expecting something
from without ShDHIEESE, UPIEAA A FEGEERIE

8. from time to time BERE

4. my heart iurns sick at his whimper {HaSRREE
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down, and from the very house drops an almost over
hanging, as it were *scooped-out; black® precipica.

We sall crowded to the window. . . » *Horror
froze our hearts.? *“Here it is . . » here it i81?’
whispers one next me.

~ And behold, along the whole fa *boundary of
the earth,* something began to stir, *some sort of®
small, roundish hillocks began heaving and falling.

€ It is the sea | ? the thonght flashed on ug all aé
the same instant. °It will *swallow us all up
directly.® « . - Only how can it grow and rise up-
wards ¢ To this precipice ?°

And yet, it grows, grows enormously. . e
Already there are nob separate hillocks heaving n
the distance. « » - One continuous, monstrous wave
*embraces’ the whole circle of the horizon.

It is *swooping,® swooping, down upon us!
In an icy hurricane it flies, swirling in the darkness
- of hell. Everything shuddered—and there, in this
flying mass—was the crash of thunder, *the iron
wail of thousands of throats.? « « «

¥. socoped-out BTN
2. Foxror froze our hearts SAHGER TR
3 ‘Fere it is-+w¥ere it is! ?=Great calamity has come

st last KREHEFT
4. ponndary of the earth HTI
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6. awallOw: - up directly I [ % directly=at once.
7. embrace=enclose, smrcund. 4158 '

8. swooping FiE, 135,
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Ah ! what a roaring and moaning! It was the
earth howling for terror. . - »

The ond of it ! the end of all !

The child whimpered once more. « . « I tried to
clutch at my companions, but already we were all
crushed, buried, drowned, swept away_ by that pitch-
black, icy, thundering wave !

Darkness . » « darkness everlasting !

*Scarcely breathing,® I awoke.
March 1878.

MASHA

When I lived, many years ago, in *Petersburg,
*evory time I chanced to hire a sledge,® *I used to
get into conversation with' the driver.

I *was particularly fond of® talking to the
night drivers, poor peasants from *the country
round,® who come ito the capifal with their little
ochrepainted sledges and *wretched nags,” *in the
hope of® earning food for themeslves and rent for

their masters.
So one day 1 *engaged® such a sledge-driver. - » ¢

— - e -
— s e "

1. Soarcély breathing ERZRANH, BPEL LFTS
2. Petersburg LI EEIREIRERS M4 2 Léningrad.
8. every time X chanced to hire a sledge GEEARE

4, Eused fo got into conversaiien withe-r FFHL

0

------



W o BEREY— MRV ENT | ERMRET &
8 o> THTEZR IS cersese .

ERMKRET | —HINKRHT !

BFART voover RAKMERNEE - HER
TR AR » K BREITAR » BHEN >
FiUlE > B ET |

Heeresee JRIRRTEEE |

BEPHEAR LR > v o REBEET o

— 18184 3 § ——

w% F

BUERT > ROGEREE - BEERNSHOIE »
BRI RI o |
R ERSERNERER  SRERGE
SERMAEERA » 5 TRBCHTSEMERR
5 BT o R RS R B %
- REF-RRETERM—EER g

€0 he fond of Eik, FiP
the couniry round ¥E:EFHER]

wretched uag B E
Em the hepe ofi- - F-5

engage=hire. F,

— 48 =

L



He was a lad of twenty, tall and *wellmade,® &
splendid fellow with blue eyes and ruddy cheeks ;
his *fair hair curled in littls ringlets under the
shabby little patched *cap that was pulled over his
eyes.” And *how had that little torn smock ever
been drawn over those gigantic shoulders !+

But the handsome, beardless face of the sledge-
drivar iooked mournful and *downcast. ®

I began to talk to him. ‘Th:rs was & sorrowful
rof - in his voice too.

©What is i6,° brother ¢° I ask:d him; *why
aren’t you chrerful ? Have you some trouble §?

The lad did not answar m3 for a minuts. *Yes,
sir, I have,’ he said at last. °* And such a trouble,
*there could not ba a worse.” My wife is dead.’
*  ¢You lovzd her . . . your wife §°

The lad did not turn to ma; he only bent hiz
Yead a littie. _

¢ [ lovad her, sire  It’s eight monthg since then
- s « but I can’t forgét it. *My heart is gnawing
st ma® .. . *so it is]® And why *had she to*® die?
| Y. well-made BHHE

2. ftair hair HEBAHDEE
8. oap that was pulled over his eyes IIENEREE

HRT

4. how had that littie Sorn smack ever been drawn

over these gigantic sheulders?! AFHESPHRIGIFETHER
Bt AR RO HE A
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5. downoast B AT

8. Whatis it {FE§
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BAREEmRRSET.

8, my heart Iu gnawing at mse TR

9 mo itis! KEEBWED -

10. had fo RER (FEBHEE)
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A young thing! streng!l . .. In one day cholera
snatched her away.’

¢ And was she good to you %!

¢ Ah, sir 1 ? the poor fellow sighed heavily, ‘and
how happy we were together! *She died without
me!’ The first I heard here, they’d buricd her
already, you know; I hurricd off at once fo the
village, home—I1 got there—it was pest midnight.
I went into my hut, stood still in the middle of the
room, and *softly® I whispered, * Masha! *eh,?
Masha 1?7 *Nothing but the cricket chirping.® *I
 fel! a-erying then, ® Bals on the hut floor, and beat on
the carth with my fists{ “ Greedy earth !?’ says
I...%You have ewallowed her up « . » swallow
me too !—Ah, Masha 1%

‘Masha!’ he added suddenly in a sinking voice. And
*without letting go of the cord reins,® he wipad the
tears oub of his eyes with his sleeve, shook it, *shrug-
g 47 his shoulders, and *utt-red not another word.®

*¢ As I got out the sledge,® I gave him a few
coppers “over'® his fare. *He bowed low to me,*?

e

grasping his cap in both hands, and drove off at a

1. Sbe died without me! HIERER T LS
2. softly

2. eh BE(FREMERH:
g;&g& E%;Wothmg but the cfi:tﬁ).t chirping 1] BRSEH REHE

58: X foll a.orying then=I fell to cry then |TEHRAR
Ty (2, Preps,=to, on.) '
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6. without lefiing go of the covd reins FITEERET X

% Sheng B EERETHERER

8. uattered mot aneiher word EERBIFIER

% As X got oul of the sledge RBET XA
1b. over=more than; in addition to.
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THE FOOL

There lived a fo.l.

For a long tima he lived in peacs and cinfente
ment ; but *by degrces rumours tegan to reach him
that *ho was regarded on &1l sides as a vulgar idiot.®

The fool was *abashed® and began to *ponder®
gloomily how he might *put an end® to these
unpleasant rumours.

A sudden idea, at last, lluminated his dull little

- brain . » « And, *without the slightest delay,” he
*put it into practice.*®

A friend met him in the strect, and *fsell to
praising'? a well-known paintar. « + «

*¢CUpon my word]?'® cri.d the fool, ®that
painter was *oub of date’® lingsgo...ywu didn*t

1. walking pace JSTHRELL 8IHRB1T.
2. the level snow of the dekerted streat FENIE 3
3. full of the grey fog ﬁﬁ‘@a&g;ﬂ ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂm
4 by degrees By
- 8s he was regnrded on all sides as s valgar idiot i
A BRI R R AN 20 xegard as=consider as % Fide
S abash 3i§
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7« ponder THIR

8. put an end to ¥Z, ¥

8. witheut the slightest delay —ERDLTEIIE
19 put it into practice FFRT

1. fell fo praising PEIAHMR

12. Upen my word! X (EEB?}H’

13 out of date RSHEH, up to date 1R )N
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kaow it ¥ *I sh uld never have exp-ct d it of you®
« » » you are quit3 *behind th; tim-s.”?

The friend was alarmed, and promptly *agreed
with® the fool.

* Such a splendid book I read yesterday !’ said
another friend to him.

* Upon my word ! ? cried the fool, **1 wonder*
you’re not ashamed. That book’s ¥good for no-
thing:* *every one’s seen through it® long ago.
Didn’t you know it You’re quite behind the times.’

This friend too was alarmed, and he agread
with the fool.

‘ What a *wonderful fellow” my friend *N. N.°
is 1? said a third friend to the fool, °Now thera’s
a really generous creature !’

¢ Upon my word ! ° cried the fool. °N.N., the
#pnotorions? *scoundrel 1’° He swindled all his
relations. FEvery ona knows that, You're quibe
. behind the times.’

Thae third friend too was alarmed, and he agreed
with the fool and *deserted his friend.’® And

1. I shonld never have expected it of you FXEETHER
Hinik

2, bebind the times RS2 %A,

3, agreed with---FH, J%

4. ¥ wondey- s+ RIEREL %ﬁgﬁ

5. good for nothing FH—3, —JERIR

8, every one’s seen threough it %ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ@? one’s
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7. wonderfal Yellow AIRERI ALY, &K1 ALY

8. N, N. $iT3E nomen nescio ZR%, 1R s0EH 2 0, FFATEL
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9. notoricus=well known ¥4

10. seénmdrel JEHL

31. desert one’s friend %




whoever and whatever was praised *in the fool’s
‘pressnce,* he had the same *retort” for everything.

*Somatimes he would® add reproachfully: *And
do you still **balieve in' *authorities?’®

¢ Spiteful | malignant!® his friends began to
say of the fool. *‘But what a brain !’°

¢ And what a *tongue!l’’ others would add,
* Oh, yes, he has talent | 2

*It onded:-in” the editor of a journal proposing
to the fool that he should undertake their reviewing
column.

And the fool *fell to” criticising everything and
every one, without *in the least'® changing his
manner, or his exclamations.

Now he, who once *declaimed against’' au-
thorities, *is himself an authority,?® and the young
men ¥venarate'® bim, and fear him.

And what else can they do, poor young men?
Though one ought not, *as a general rule,’* to

1. in the presence of se-= 3 ffoves TR

2. retort [UER ‘ B

2. Sometimes he wonld =»rs AHURUEREE oo uds would g
b Py 7

4. Delfeve in FH{F-ve

5. anthorxities SEi%, R X
6. But what a brain! [BIEEEEN R FEEW:
7. tengue=Speech ZFRY, WK '
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Ile deslaim againsf JEH

I2. is himself an afthorily %Eaﬂ%—‘ﬁﬁﬁ%
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venerata any one ... but *in this cese,’ if one
didn’t venerate him, one would *find oneself* quite
behind the times !
Fools *have a good time® smong cowards.
April 1878,

AN EASTERN LEGEND

Who in *Bagdad' knows not *Jaffar,® the Sun
of the Universe?

One day, many years ago (he was yeb & youth),
Jaffar wag walking in the *environs® of Bagdad.

Suddenly & hoarse cry reached his ear s some.
one was *calling desperately for help.”

 Jaffar was *distingunished® among the young

men of his age by *prulence® and sagacity ; but his’
heart was *compassionate,?® and he *relied on'? his
Blrangth.

He *ran atb the ery,'” and saw an *mflrm old
| man, pmned to the c1ty wall by two brigands, *who
wera robbing him.**

1. fn this oase EEEWMEST

2. fLind onegell B E

8 have a good time=enjoy one’s self LN {.

4, Bagdad BREEW LSRR SN
Fe JFaftar fEIEREIR EPINIGE R HARE®

& envirvons E¥. FF

7. ealiiug desperately for help IR Rr
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8. distimguish ¥y il

% prudence=thcughtiulness BHL, 2R MR
10, compassionate=sympathetic [F{#

11. vely on B 535, ‘
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Jaffar drew his *sabre' and *foll upon” the
*misereants * one e kille !, the other he drove away.
The old man thus lihorate] *fell at his deliver-
or's feeb,* and, kissing the hem of hizs garment,
cviad: * Valiant ™ youth *your magnanimity shall
not remain unrewarde I.* *In appearance’ 1 am a
poor beggar s but only in appesrance. I am not
a common man., Come fo-morrow in the early
morning to the chief bazaars I will await you af
the fountain, ani *you shall be convinced of the
- truth of my words.”®
 Jaffar shought: ‘In appearance this man is
& bagzar, cerfainly ; but all sorts of things happen.
*Why not put it to the test?’® and he answered s
¢ Very well, zood father ; I will come.’

The old man lockel inte his face, and Weng
WY,

The néxt morning, the sun had *hardly'® risen,
Jaffar went to the bazaar. ‘The old man was already
~ awaiting him, *leaning with his elbow on'? fhe
mavble basin of the fountain,

sabre §, 8177

fall upon JE2

misoreant i K

fell at his deliverers feet JEARME AT
waliant=brave. B

your magnsnimifty shall mot remainn unrowarded
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*In silence he took Jaffar by the hard® and led
him into a small garden, enclosed on all sides by
high walls.

In the very middle of this garden, on a green

1|awn, grew an extraordinary-locking tree.

It was like & cypress $ only its leaves were of &n
xzure huoe.

Three fruits-—three apples—hung on the slen’er
upward-bent twigs: one was of middle size, long-
phaped, and milk-white ; the second, large, round,
bright-red ; the third, small, wrinkled, yellowish.

The whole tree faintly rustled, though there
was no wind. *It emitted a shrill plaintive ringing
sound,” a8 of a glass bell; it seemed it *was conscious.
of Jaffar’s approach.®

* Youth ! ? said the old man, ®pick any one of
these apples and know, if you pick and eat the white
one, you will pe the wisest of all men ; if you pick
and eat the red, you will be rich as tha Jew
*TNothschild 3* if you pick ard eat the yellow one,
you will be liked by old women. *Make up your
mind 1° and do not delay. *Within an hour® the
apples will wither, and the tree itself will sink into
the *dumb depths of the aa.rth 1?7

:% %gn silence he fook Yaffas by 1iré hinand Mﬁﬁ'f
3‘%?*:&2. Xt emitied a slu*:ll plaintive ringing sound ﬁﬁ'ﬁi“"
E?éﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬁ2£

it was conscious of Faffar's appreach SBHEEZ
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) Jaffar looked down, and pondered. ‘How am
I to act¥® he said in an ufidertons, as though
*arguing with himself.? °If you become too wise,
¥maybe® you *will not care to live 3* if you become
richer than one, every one will envy youj; I *had
‘batter* pick and eat the third, the withered apple !’
© And so he did; and the old man ¥*laughel a

toothless laugh,® and said: ° O wise. young man!
You have chesen the better part ]| What neel have
vou of the white apple? You are wiser than
*Solomon® *as it is.” And *you've no need of’ the
red apple either.... You will be rich without it.
Only your wealth no.one will envy.)’

* Tell me, old man,” said Jaffar, rousing himself,
“ where lives the honoured mother of our *Ga;liph,g
protected of heaven??®’ ' |

The old man *bowed down to the earth,’® and
*pointed ount'* fo the young man the way.

Who in Bagdad knows not the Sun of the
Universe, the greab, the renowned Jaffar?

April 1878,

1. arguing with bimself {18 BRE

2 maybe =perhaps RE}

8, will not onre 1o Iive WREEHHBET.

had better B FiiT.

Ianghed a toothless Iangh BHEHEZ OMWHAE
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TWO STANZAS?

There was once a town, the inhabitants of which
were *so passionately fond of poetry, that if” some
weeks *passed by® without the sppearance of sny
good new poems, they regarded such a poetic
*dearth* ss a public misfortune.

They *used at such timés to® *put on® their
wortt clothes, to sprinkle ashes on their heads ‘and,
*as8einbling in crowds® in the *public t.m;n:m‘:f‘e&s,'3 to
shed fears and bitberly to *upbraid® the *muse’®
who had deserted them.

On one such ¥*inauspicious'! day, the young
poet Junius came into a square, *thronged with'”
the grieﬁng *populace.??

With rapid steps he ascended a *foram'* con-

1s two Sinvzas WA

2. g0 passionately fend of poelxry, that - ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁ
By SEeveeeey A% SOveeee-that FF-—Fl 8, 4 T was so happy ‘that

I for ot everpthing TRinH-Hid= SR HILT»
3. passed by i&3H £if
4. dearth=lack £F
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structed for this purpose, and *made signs® that he
wished to recite a poem.

The *lictors® at once brandished their *fasces.?®
* Silenee ! attention ! ? they shouted loudly. and the
crowd wes *hushed in expectation. *

‘ Friends ! Comrades ! ® began Junius, in a lond
but not quite stcady voice +—

* Friends ! Comrades ! Tiovers of the Muse !
 Ye worshippers of beauty and of grace |
Let not 2 moment’s gloom #*)ismay® ycur souls,
Your he'rt’s desire §5 %nigh,§ and light shall banish
darkness.?

Junius ceased « + « and *in answer t07 him, from
svery part of the sqﬁare, rose a *hubbub® of hissing
snd langhter.

Every-face, turned to him, glowed with indigna-
tion, every oye sparkled with anger, every arm was
raised and shook a menacing fist !

* He thought *to dazvle us with that!!® *growled
angry voices.*® *Down w'th the imbecile rhymestsr
from the forum 1*! *Away with'? the idiot | Rotten

1. made signs Foit, Aok

2. lictor HEE'H HRT AR BRI

3. fasce YREN —TEHE, MEEASEREBEIT R lctor Br
W, ZREE L YRR,

4. hushed in expeotation B RIEEWH SRR

5. dismay jH5E, FERR |

6. mnigh i
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Y= in answer.srere R, E@

8. hubbub EXE), &

9 to dazzle us with that TRERERRMATEEE

10. growled angry volces FFE BEIEE HER.

11, Down with the imbezile rhymester from the rornm!
EPBERTAMTA. BT HH

22, Away with i3, ﬁ?ﬁ




apples, stinking eggs for the *motley’ fool! Give s
stones —stones here ! ?

Junius ruzhed *head over heels* from the
forum . . . but, *be"ore he had gct hcme,® he wan
*overtaken by the sound of peals of enthusisstic
applause, * cries and shouts of admiration.

*Filled with amazement, * Junius returned to the
square, *trying however to avoid being noticed® (for
it is dangerous to irritate an *infqu_]gg__aat).

And what did he behold$

High above the people, upon their shoulders, on
a flat golden shield, wrapped in 2 purple *chlamys,?
with a laurel wreath on his flowing locks, stood his
rival, the young poet Julins. . . . And the populace
all round him shoutel : **Glory I° Glory ! Glory ta
the immortal Julius! He has eomforted us in our
SOrrow, in our great woel He has Lestdwed on us
verses Bweeter than honey, more musical than the
’fnéymbal’s‘ o note, mcre fragrant than the rose, purer

motley JE3 MBS K. (55 ElE3: 10

biead over heels Mir,&F, FILHH

before he had gof home EER U AR

- o¥eriaken by the sound of Beals of santhusiastie
spplause 55— R Binasn kd7.11

8. Killed with amazement jij Pigpee

Ppop N
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fs trying:howeversto asold being noticed ﬁﬂ::ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ
AZEH.

7. infuriated P, LR

S. echlamys FIHET AR
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than the azure of heaven ! Carry him *in trfumph,?
encircle his inspired head with the soft breath of
incense, cool his brow with the rhythmic movement
of palm-lcaves, scatter at his feet all the fragrance
of the myrrh of Arabia ! Glory 1?

Junius *went up t>° one of the *applauding®
enthusiasts. ** Enlight:n* me, O my fellow-citizen !
what were the verses with which Julius has *made
you happy?® 1, slas! was rnot in the square when
he uttered them! Repeat them, if youn remember
t:em, pray !’

¢ Verses like those I conld hardly forget! 3 *the
man addressed responded with spirit.® ** What do
you take me for?? Listen—and rejoice, rejoice with
me !’ )

‘Lovers of the Muse!? so the *deified® Julius
had begun. « « » P o ‘

s Tovers of the Muse | Comrades ! Friends

Of beauty, grace, and music, w:rshippers |

*Let rot your hearts by glcom affrighted be 1o
The wished-for moment comes! and day shall scatter aight!”

¢ What do you think of them$?

1. In eriumph B, SEREB

2. went up to EE

8. applauding=praising, PEIFR

4, Enlighten=instruct i,

5. made you happy R

6 the man addressed responcad with spirlt ZEHRIFAE
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7. What do you take me fox? RUSREE R }\‘2 to take
for=to consider as, to suppose to be L1 & ,

8. deified EXIFH, BEIH

.. Let not your heart by glosom affrighterd bel=let your
Beart be not affrighted by gloom RPN
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%t Heavens 1?? cried Junius: ‘Lut that’s my
poem ! *Julius must have Leen in the crowd” when
I was reciting them ; he heard them and repeated
them, *slightly varying,” and certainly not improv-
ing, a few expressions.’

*Abha! *Now I recognise you.*...You are
Junius,’ ¥the citizen he had stopped retorted with a
scow] on his face.® ‘Envious man or fooll...
. note only, luckless wretch, how sublimely Julius has
- *phrased®- it: “And day shall scatter night!?
*While? you had some such *rubbish:® ““And light
shall banish darkness!”” What light? What darkness?’

¢ Put isn’t that *juf;t the same??? Junius was
beginning. « o « .

¥¢Say another word,”’?? the citizen *cub him
short,?* °I will *eall upon®® the people . » . they
will tear you $o pieces !?

Junins judiciously *held his peace,*® but a grey-
‘headed old man who bad heard the conversation went

1. Heavens! X
@, Julins must have been in the erowd IBFELEHEN
xz.
’ 3. slighily varying ﬁﬁ&@?-‘!ﬁ
4. Now X reecognite you JARIELRT
5+ the oitizen he had stopped retorted with a scowk
on bis free FALIMEWHRBIBAMROMB, scowl=wear

su}le_n look:
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6. phrased 3R

7. While Jijj

8. rubbish K37,

9. just the same 525 {HR

10. Biy auother word! BH—HERANER

1. okt him short=interrupt his abruptly WEHEETEE
12. oailupon ZH.

13. held his peace R BV



up to the unlucky poet, and laying a hand upon his
shoulder, said :

* Junius ! You uttered your own thought, but
nob at the *right moment ;' and he uttered not his
own thought, but at the right moment., *Con-
sequently,® he is *all right; while for you is lelt
the *consolations* of a good conscience.’ |

~ Bub while his conscience, *to the best of its
powers"—*not over successfull ,° *to tell the truth®
—was consoling Junius a8 he was shoved on one side
-—in the distance, amid shouts of applause and
rejoicing, in the golden radiance of the *ali-conquer-
ing sun,® *resplendent® in purple, with his brow
shaded with laurel, among *undulating®® clouds of
Iavish incense, *with majestic deliberation,’? like a
*tgar'® *making a triumphal entry into his king-
dom, ' ® moved the prepdly *erect figure'* of Julius
« « « and the long branches of palm rose and fell
before him, 28 though expressing in their soft
. wibration, in their submissive obeisance, the ever=-

1. right moment JEH#5 A7EEE.
2, Consequently FE8L

8. all night B35, 1%-?&%3
4. couselation B

Bs 1o the best of its powers BIESEXIRENTR T, BHHL
6. mof over succeavfmily RIAEH, PToED

Zv to tell the troth LS, ERALE

8. all.comqueringsan FER 32 RER
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10. wndulating ), 128)

. with majestic deliberation B & ERITEHE

12 tsar fREISLH
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renewed adoration which filled the hearts of his
enchanted fellow-citizens }

THE SPARROW

I was refurning from hunting, and walking along
an avenue of the garden, mv dog running in front of
me.

Suddenly he took *shorter steps,* and began to
steal along as though *tracking game.?

I looked zlong the avenue, and saw a young
Bparrow, with yellow about its beak and *down® on
its head. It had fallen out of the nest (the wind
was violently shaking the birch-trees in the avenue)
and *sat unable to move, helplessly flapping its
half-grown Wwingg. *

My dog iwas slowly approaching i, when,
suddenly darting down from a tree *close by;® anm
old darkthroated sparrow fell like a stone *right
before his nose, ® and *all ruffled up,” terrified, with

~ —

take shorter steps 25 3T

iracking game Eﬁ%ﬁf%ﬁ%ﬁ%
down L FT . .

sat unable to move, helplessly flapping its half.
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despairing and pitiful cheeps, it flung itself twice
towards the open jaws of shining testh.

It sprang to save; it *cast itself before ifs
nestling® . . . but all its tiny body was shaking with
terror ; its note was harsh and strange. *Swooning
with fear,? it *offered itself up !®

*What a huge monster must the dog have seemed
to it 1* And yet it could not stay on its high branch
- out of danger.® ... A force stronger than its will
flung it down.

My *Trésor” stood still, drew back. . . » Clearly
he o0 recognised this force.

I hastened to *call off” the *disconcerted® dog,
and went away, *full of reverence.®

Yes; do not langh. I felt reverence for thab
$iny heroic bird, for its impulse of love.

Love, I thought, is stronger than death or the
fear of death. Only by it, by love, life *holds
together'? and advances.

April 1878.

1. cast it before iis mestling L HAERSMESZHIDR
Bz
2, Swooning with fear QT #:E, BiidesE
3. offered itseif up Eﬁﬁiﬁﬁ$ Mg &
4, What a huge monster must the dogz have scemed
to 1e! FER T, MEER A CEHG N
B« outofdanger RREEIE, %2
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THE SKULLS

A *sumptuous,! brilliantly lighted hall; a number
of ladies and gentlemen.

All the faces are *apimated,” the *talk is
lively.® . » . A noisy conversation *is being carriad
on' about a famous singer. They call her divine,
smmortal. . « . O, how finaly yesterday she ¥render
od” her last *trill 1°

And suddenly—as by the wave of an enchanter’s
wand—from every head and from every face, *slipped
off7 the *delicate® covering of skin, and instaw
taneounsly exposed the *deadly whiteness of skulls,®
with here and there tha leaden shimmer of. bara jaws
and gams. T

With horror I bsheld the movements of thosa
jaws and gums ; the turning, the glistening in the
light of the lamps and candles, of those *lumpy vony
balls,’® and the rolling in them of other smallar
balls, the balls of the meaningless eyes.

' I dared not touch my own face, *dared nob
gla.nce at myself in the glass.*?

sumptuons FEF, M
animate=inspire FEPE; PR,
1alk is Lively SHERRERM

is being eaxried on E. EG
5. reodder-FH 1, BER

6. aill EIEIL R

-l o



B B

ReAEey > RCIRMT KRS » MRS A
#ito
BT EAR BN > BERBAERIGE 5 veeeee .
HFRIRRR » EU—-BHERAMLESE - BER
#2 o [BIVEBREB KD 2 BATGHY coovseres M > ITERIR
BIRIRWEE » R BREN |
RERBZM > — IR R T BRI i —TE
—REFANHE EEANBE o BETERNE
Fi > EPREE I T AR s a6 > SBAF
AR BRI BRYEIOE o
TR > BRHS T EMEERNAE ; &
e 5 R BERRUIOY 30 - ITAME » BN >
M HEZERIZ P » EARME M EER » TR
EFRARR 0
REFBAEERHCOWER > W5 BFHE
B—FHT o
% slipped off B3
8, delioate=graceful F=R o
9. deadly whiteness of skulls ERMGFEALSIES S

10, Tumpy bony balls FHEEZ B
IT. dared not glance at myself in the glass FHESET

HEFRED

— Q. -~



And the skulls turned *from side to pide’ as
before. . « « And with their former noise, *peeping
like little red rags out of the grinning teeth,” rapid
tongucs *lisped® how marvellously, how *inimitably*
the immortal ... yes, immortal . . singer had ren-
dered that last trill [

April 1878.

THE WOREMAN AND THE MAN WITH
WHITE HANDS

A DIALOGUR

Workman, Why do you come crawling up to
w8} What do ya wani? *You're none of uS.% 4 s e
*(Gat along 1°

Man with white hands, *I am one of you,’

comrades !
The workman. One of us, *indeed1® *That’s

2 notion!? Look at my hands. *D’ye’°® Bee how
dirty they are? And they smell of muck, and of
pitch — but yours, sae, are white. And what do they
smell of ¢

Y. from side io side {EEFH

2. pecping like little yed rags out of the grinning
teath ?ﬁﬁﬁfi’]ﬂ‘ﬁfﬁﬁﬂi&d\ﬂ?ﬁﬁ'iﬁﬁﬁ%-

i erdeon Lty NN

4, inimiftabl

e ;o:::re uo,;le of us=You are none of us RMFEFA R

(R ER TR HEAER)
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The man with white hands (offering FRes
Jands)s Smell them,

The workman (entffing kis hands). *That’s
& gueer start. Seems like a smell of iron.

The man with white hands. Yes; iron it .
For six long years I wore chains on thems.

The workman. *And what was that for, prayi®

The man with white hands. Why, because I
*worked for your good:® *tried to set free the
oppressad* and the ignorant; stirred folks up®
against your oppressors; resisted the autheorities.
« « « S0 they *locked me up.°®

The workman. Locked you up, did they ?
*Serve you right® for resisting !

TWO YEARS LATER

The same workman to another. *I say,” Pete,
» « » Do you remember, the *year before last,® a
chap with white hands talking to you?

The other workman. Yes:...*what of it§'°

o

1 Thats o quees stare AE—TREHBIM
2, what was that for, pray? SSFIATE 2E T EY
8. workhed for yonr good S {lﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬂi
: 4. tried fo set free the oppresved HNFH LIRS
A
5. stirzred up FEEDH BN
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The first workmman. *They're going to hang
wm to-day, I heard say ;' that’s the order,

The second workman. Did he *keep on resist-
ng” the authorities?
The first workman. He kept on.

. The second workman. Ah!...Now, I say,
mate, couldn’t we *get hLold of’ 2 bit of the rope
they’re going fo hang him with? *They do say,*
it brings geod Iuck to a house!

he first workman. *¥Yeu’re right there.
*We’ll have a try for it,° mate.

April 1878.

THE ROSE

The last days of Aungnst.... Auntumn was
already *at hand.’
The sun was setting. *A sudden dewnpour of
rain, without thunder or lightning, had just passed
rapidly over our wide plain,

X. They're going t> hang him fo.day I heard say R

WSRO MEREG T
2. keep ou revistivg FRMIGEHE
3. gmei hold of {B1F,
4. They o say BRI Om do T
B. ¥you're right there HETERIHD.
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The garden in front of the house glowed and
*steamed, all filled with *the fire of the sunseb and
the deluge of rain.

She was sitting at a table in the drawing-room,
and, *with persistent dreaminess,” gazing through
the halfopen door into the garden.

I knew *what was passing at that moment
in her soul:* I knew that, after a brief but
sgonising struggle, she was at that ingtant *giving-
herself up’ to a feeling *she could no longer master. ¢

*All ab once’ she got np, went guickly out into
the garden, and disappeared.

An hour passed...a second; she bad nok
returned.

Then I got up, and, *getting out of the house, ®
I turned along the walk by which—*of that 1 had
no doubt®—she had gone. ' |

All was darkness *about me;° *the night had
already fallen.* But on the damp sand of 5

e

1. steam ed 37T
2. the five of the sunset and the deluge Of rain YEH &Y

W ARSI
with persistent dreaminesu BiSSAREAIEY]

4. what was passinge-+-in her soul HEEHEe
5. giving herself up E TR, B
6. whe oonld no Ionger master WHEIEARER B,
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path & roundish object conld be discernsd—bright
rad even through the mist.

I stooped down. It was a fresh, new-blown
rosa. Two hours before *I had seen this very rose
on her bosom.’

I carsfully picked up the flower that had
fallen in the mud, and, going back to the drawing-
room, laid it on the fable bofore her chair,

And now *at last® she came back, and with
Tight footsteps, crossing the whole room, sat down
at the table. |

*Her face was both paler and more vivid 3 her
down cast eyes, that looked somshow smaller,
*strayed rapidly in happy confusion from gide Ho
side.* "

She saw the roge, snatched it up, glanced 2%

its crushed, muddy petals, glanced at me, and her
eyes, *brought suddenly to a standstill,® were bright
with tears.

%% What are you crying for?’° I asked.

* Why, seathisrose. *Lcok what hag happen-
ed fo .77

o

1. T had zeen ihis very rose on her hosom R HRASE
S PR A ST
2. at Iagr=in the end .

S. Her race was both paler and more vivid WS EEK
e g8l -

de sirayeil wapidly In happy coxfavion from sidie Te
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Then 1 thought *fit to' utter a profovnd
remark,* :

‘Your tears will wash away the mud,’ *I
pronounced with & significant expression.®

¢ Tears do nob wash, they burn,’ she answered. -
And turning to t' e hearth she flung the rose into
the dying flame.

** Wire! burns even better than tears,’ she cried
with spivit ; and her lovely eyes, still bright with
tears, laughed boldly and happily.

I saw that she too had baeen in the fire.

April 1878,

7O THE MEMORY OF*® U. P. VREVSKY

On dirt, on stinking wet straw under the shelter

of a tumble-down barn,® *urned in haste info a

camp hospital,” in & ruined *Bulgarian® village, *for
over a fortnight she lay dying of typhus.®

" She was unconscions, and not one doctor even

looked at her; the sick soldiers, whom *she had

tended as long as she could keep on her legs,'®

1. it to B .

2. profound remark WIKIRERN Y .

3. X prounounced with a significant expression REEE
WSS W AR T .

4. ¥ive=hre of love SEZAR

5. to the memory of g
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*in their turn® got up from their pestilent litters to
lift a fow drops of water in the hollow of & broken
pot to her *parched® lips.

She was young and beautiful ; *the great world?
know her; even the highest dignitaries had been
*interested in her.* ILadies had envied her, men had
*paid her cowmrt® .., two or three had loved her
secretly and truly. *Life had smiled on her;® but
$here are smiles that are worse than tears. '

A soft, tender heart...and such forece, such
pagerness for sacrifica! To help those who needed
help . . . she knew of no other happiness . . . knew
not of it, and had never once known it. Every other
happiness passed her by. But *she had long made
up her mind to that ;7 and all aglow with the fire of
unquen chable faith,* she gave herself to the service
of her neighbours.®

What hidden treassure she buried there in the

depth of her heart, in her most secret soul, *no ona

1. In their turp ¥, F .
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gver knew 3* and now, *f course,® no one will ever
know. | -
*Ay, and what need?® Hor sacrifica is made
+ « « her work is done.

But *grievous it is to think that* no one said
thanks even to her dead body, though she herself’
was shy and *shrank from ali thenks.®

*May® her dear shade pardon *this belated
blossom,” which I *make bold te  lay upon ber grave!

Saptember 1878.

THE LAST MEETING

Weo had once been *close and warm friends.”, .« .
But an unlucky moment came ... and *we parted
a8 enemies.’
, Many years passed by. ... And coming to the
town where he lived, *I learnt that he was helplessly

ill,’ ! and wished o see me.
*] made my way o him,”* went into his room.,
+ « » Our eyes metb.

1. & owe ever knew SREEH A 438,

2. ofdourse B4 ' |

3. Ay, nod what need? B, HBE B

4. grievous it is to think that..~--=it i3 grievous to think
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*] hardly knew him.* God ! *what sickness had
dopne.do him 1

Yollow, wrinkled, completely bsld, *with =
seanty groy beard,” he sat *clothed in nothing but a
shirt purposely slit open.® . . . He could not bear the
weight of even the lightest clothes. Jerkily he
stretched out to me his *fearfully thin hand that
looked as if it were gnawed away,® *with an effort®
muttered a few indistinct words—*whether of wel-
comse or reproach, who can tell?” His emaciated chest
heaved, and over the dwindled pupils of his kindling
eyes rolled two *hardwrung tears” of suffering.

*My heart sank.®...I sat down on a chair
beside him, and ¥*involuntarily dropping my eyes
before the horror and hideousness of it,'* 1,too held
out my hand,

- But it scemed to me that it was not his hand
that *took hold of me.!?

It seemed to me that between us i8 sitting a tall,

1. I hardly knew him PRPFFZRK M tenew F recognis®
CHE AR

2. what sieknerlajsihatl done to him! FiE Sl Ba T
to do 1o =to inflict on f&T

3+ w'th.a Scanty grey beard £ THDHNANRT

4. " elothed fn nathing bt a shirt purpotcely slic open
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still, white woman. A long robs *shrowds her from
head to foot. Her deep, pale ayes leok into vacancy;
*no gound is nttered® by her pale, stern lips. '
*This wemean® has joined our hands. ... Sha
has reconciled us *for ever.*
Yes. . . . Death has reconciled ug. « + »

April 1878.

A VISIT

*1 was sitting at the open window®...in the
morning, the early morning of the first of May.

The dawn had not yet begun; but already the
dark, warm night grew pale and chill *at its ap-
proach,®

_ *No mist had risen,” no breeze was astir, all was
colourless and still . . . but *the nearness of the
awakening eould be felt,® and the rarver air smelt
keen and moist with dew. _

Suddenly, at the open window, with a light whirr
and rustle, & great bird flew inte my room.

I started, *looked closely at i6.° » +» » It wWas nok

1. shrouds her (rom: head to foot FLEETIML AT
25

2. no sourd is ntfterod RFE—F

3. for ever /A

L N ;his womw:an E‘E{ﬁﬁk{#ﬁ%ﬁ)
5. I was sitting at the open window TR B EABNE
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a bird ; it was a tiny *winged woman,® dressed in &
narrow long robe flowing to her feet.

*She was grey all over,” the *colour of mother-
of-pearl 3* only the inner side of her wings glowed
with the tender flush of an opening rose ; a wreath
.of *valley lilies* entwined the scattered cuvls upon
her Little round head 3 and, like a butterfly’s feelers,
two peacock feathers waved drolly above her lovely
rounded brow.

She flutteredtwice aboub the ceiling 3 her tiny
face was laughing ; launghing, too, were her great,
clear, black eyes.

"The gay frolic of her sportive ﬂlght ¥get them
flashing like diamonds. ®

She held in her hand the long stalk of a flower
of the *steppes®—-°the Tsar’s *sceptre,’” the Rus-
gians call it— it is really like a sceptre.

Flying rapidly above me, she tonched my head
with the flower.

I rushed towards her. . . . Buf already she had
fluttered out of window, and darted away- « «

In the garden, in a thicket of lilac bushes, a

1. winged woman ERz2c

2. she was grey all over M2 REEKME

3. the colour of mothex.vlpenty SEE FETEL{,
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*wood-dove greeted her with its first morning
warble! . . . and where she vanished, the milk-white
sky flushed a soft pink.

I know thee, Goddess of Fantasy ! Thou didst
*nay me a random visit® by the way ;® thou hast
flown on to the young posets. |

O Poesy ! Youth ! *Virginal* beauty of woman]
Thou couldst shine for me *but® for a moment, *in
the early dawn of early spring 1°¢

May 1878.

*NECESSITAS—VIS—LIBERTAS I”

A *BAS.RELIEFS

A tall, bony old woman, with iron face and dull,
*fixed look, ° *moves with long strides,*  and, with an
arm dry as a stick, pushes.before her another woman.

This woman—of huge stature, powerful, *thick-
set, ' ¢ with the muscles of a *Hercules. 12 with a tiny

1. n wond.fove greeted her with ifs first maorning
warble BF 8o B oRR pl Bkl
pay me a randem visit NESRIEMR
by the way NEiENGH.
virginal=pure, FiF#, BRIk

Buat —only

in the early dawn of early spring TERTINES
¥. Necessitas-Vis-Libertas ZH T 3%, B A (necessity)
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bend set on & bull neck, and blind—*in her turn’®
pushes befors her a small, thin girl.

*This girl alone L.as eyes that see :* she resistr,
turns round, lifts fair, delicate hands ;. her face,
*full of life,” 5" ows impatience and daring. ...
She wants not to obey, she wanis not to go, where
they are driving her . . . but, still, she *has to® yield
and g0. -

Necessitas—Vis— Libert:s |
*Who will, may franslate.
May 1878.

ALMS

. Near a largo town, along the broad *highroad?
walked un old sick man.

He tottered as he went ;® his %old wasted legs,®
halting, dragging, stombling, moved painfully and
foebly, *as though they did not belong to Lim 3*°
*his clothes Lung in rags about him ;** his *unco-

-~

1. in her turn Hiils MH]

2. This girl alone has eyes that nee FUFHEAMERER
S RAYEE R

8. fuli of Yife WX LH

4, Impatience fi&, AiHE

B« has fo=must HE R,
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vered head* drooped on his breast. ... He was
*upiterly worn-out.®

He sat down on a stone *by the wayside,® *bent
forward,* *leant his elbows on his knees,® hid his
face in his hands: and through the knotted fingers
the tears dropped down on to the grey, dry dust.

.Heo remembereds « « «

*Remehered how he too had been strong and
rich,® and how he had wasted Lis health, and had
*lavished his riches upon others,” friends and
enemies: « » « And herp, he had not row a crust of
bread; and all had forsaken him, *friends even
before foes.®. « . Must he sink to begging alms?®
There was bitterness in his heart, and shame.

The tears still dropped and dropped, *spotting
the grey dust.*®

Suddenly he heard *some one call him by his
name 3'? ha liftad, his weary Lead,and *saw standing
before him a stranger.®® ‘

. nncnvemd head A EE@E’?E‘&E?

2. utierly wort.onut 52223 T
2. by the wayside {8

4. Dbexnt forward I Ini] i
G. Icant his elbows on his knees AT N REBNE R

6: Remembered how he foo had been sitrong and rioh
EiEEzE, BhERRHSE.
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A face calm and grave, bul not stern § cyes not
‘beaming, but clear ; *a look penctrating,® but nok
nnkind. |

*Thou hast *given away® all thy riches,” said a
tranquil voice. . . « ° But thou dost not regret having
done good, *surely?’s

* I regret it not,” answered the old man with a
sigh 5 ¢ but here I am dying now.’

¢ And *had there been no begrars® who held ous
their hands to thee,” the stranger went on, *‘thou
wouldst have had none on whom fo prove thy geod-
ness ;" thou couldst not have done thy good works.’

The old man answered ncthing, and pondered.

*So ba thou also now not *proud,® poor man,’
‘the stranger began again. °Go thou, hold out thy
hand ; do thou foo *give to other good men a chance
to prove in deeds that they are goed.?

The old man started, raised his eyes » . . bub
already the stranger had vanished, and *in the
distance a man came into sight walking along the
road.®’

k. = look pemetvnting HIaERH)

2. given nway ifj#. A

8. sarely —&, WHEELE

4. had there been no.beggars FEEFETE

Os .thon wonidst have had nmonse on whom 1o prove thy

moodnoss LA ~WARDILIIZERE  goodness=virtue,
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The old man went up to him, and *held out’
hiz hand. This man *turned away with a surly
face,? and gave him nothing.

But after him another passed, and he gave the
old man some trifling alms. ,

And the old man bought ' irxself bread with the
coppers given him, and ¥sweet to him seemed the
morsel gained by begging, > and t!ere was no shame
in his heart, but the contiary: peace and joy come as
a blessing upon bim.

May 1878.

THE INSECT

I dreamed that we were sitting, a8 party of
twenty, in & big room with open windowse

Among us were women, children; old men. « . .
We ware all talking of some very well-known subjact,
talking noisily and *indistinefly.*

Suddenly, with a sharp, *whirring sound,® there
{flew inte the room = big insect, two inches long « . &
it flew in, eircled round, and *settled on® the wall.

1. heid out R, BEY -
% 2, farned away with a sariy face %%“Eﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ BaEim
.
- % sweet (o him seemed the morsel galned by bogging
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It was like a fly or = wssp. Iis body dirt.
.eoloured ; of the same colour too its fiat, stiff
wings ; outspread feathered claws, and a head thick
and *angular,® like & dragon-fly’s; both head
and claws were bright red, a3 though sieeped in

This strange insect *incessantly® turned its head
up and down, to right and to lelt, moved its claws . « »
then suddenly *darted from® the wall, flew with a
whirring sound about the room, and agairpettidd;
‘agnin *hatefully and loatlisomely wriggling all over,*
“*without stirring from the spot.®

In all of us it excited a sensation of loathing,
-dre=d, even terror. s « » *No one of us had ever seen
anything like it.® We all cried: *° Drive that
mopstrous thing away !’* and *waved our handker-
chiefs at it® from & distance « « « but *no ohe
ventured to go up $0 it° » - . and when the insect
began {lying, every one instinctively moved away.*°

Only one of our party, & pale-faced young man,

—

1. angular 5 > &R
2, incessaufly B, B

3y darfed Irom {fooee- s
4. hatefully and loathsommely wriggling all over i3
STt ELA R S o

5. withont stirring from the spof FFBEMANECE
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*stared at us all in amazement.® He shrugged his
shoulders ; he smiled, and *positively could not
conceive® what had happened to us, and why we
were in such & state of exciternent. He himself did
not see an insect *at all,® did not hear the *ill
omened* whirr of ifs wings. |

All at once the insect seemed to stare at him,
darted off, and *dropping on his head,® *stung him
on the forehead,® above the eoyes. s « i The young
man feebly groaned, and *fell dead.” | .

The feariul fly flew out at once. « » » ¥Only
then® we guessed what it was had visited uss

May 1878.

CABBAGE SOUP

A peasant woman, & widow, had an only son, 3
young man of twenty, the best workman in the
village, and he died.

The lady who was the owner of the village,
Hearing of the woman’s trouble, went to visit her on
the very day of the burial.

siaved at:-~in amarement REMR LRI -owee
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*She found her at home.*

Standing in the middle of her hut, before the
table, she wes, without haste, *with & regular
moverient of the right arm® (the left hung listless
at her side), *scooping up weak cabbage soup from
the bottom of a blackened pot, and swallowing it
spoonful by spoonful.*

The woman’s face was sunken and dark; her
eyes were red and swollen « + . but *she held herself
a8 rigid and upright as in church. °

* Heavens I ? thought the lady, ‘she can eat at
such a moment « . » *what coarse feelings they have
really,® all of them 1°

And *at that point® the lady *recollected® thaf
when, a few years before, she had lost her little
daughter, *nine months old,® she had refused, *in
her grief,° a lovely *country villa''! near Peters-
burg, and had spent the whole summer in town!
- Meanwhile the woman *went on'® swallowing cab-
hage soup.

Y. SBhe found her at home she=the lady. her=the widow

RGABAXGERE

2. with a regnlar movem ent of the right arm &’i‘%i&ﬁ
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*The lady could not contain herself, at last.?®
*Tatiana! ? she said « . » * Really ! I'm surprised ! Is
it possible you didn’t *care for® your son 3 *How
48 it you've not¥ost your appetite’®> How can you
~eat that soup !? |

* My Vasia’s dead,’ said the woman quiefly, and
tears of anguish ran once more down her *hollow
cheeks.* ¢It’s the end of me too, of course; *it’s
tearing tho heart oufi of me alive.® But *the soup’s
not to be wasted ;¢ there’s galt in it.?
~ TPhe lady only shrugzed her shoulders and went.
eway. *Salt did not cost her much.’

May 1878,

THE *REALM?® OF AZURE

O realm of azure ] O realm of light and colour,
of youth and happiness ! I have beheld thee in
dream. We were together, & few, in a beaudiful

I, 'The Iady could not contain herself; nt Iast Fik. K
$ERPREPTER T contain onesolf =keep silence under provocation

2, oave for Higy
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little boat, *gaily decked out.’ Like & swan’s breast
the white sail swelled below the *streamers® *¢rolick
ing® in the wind.

I knew not who were with me; bub *in all my
soul" I felt that they were young, light-heayted,
happy as I}

But I looked not indeed on them. *I beheld all

round the boundless blue of the sea,‘ dimpled with
scales of gold and overhead the same ‘boundless sea

of blue, and in it, triumphant and *mairthinl, ©
seemed, moved the sun.

And among us, ¥ever and anom,’ rose janghter,
ringing and ¥gleeful® as the langhter of the gods! 7

And *on a sudden,® ¥*from one man’s lips or

another's'® would flow words, songs of *divine
heauty'® and inspiration, and power .« » » it seemed
#the sky itself ® echoed back a greeﬁin,q to them,
and the sea quiverad *in unison.® « « « Then follow-
ed again the *blissfal’* stillness. | ‘

Riding lightly over the soit waves, swiftly our

1. gnily decked out deck._ arra

e sfxeﬁmers ﬁ& v SRR
8. frrolicking RiZ, i,

4. in all my soul FRERT LB .
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little boat sped on. No wind drove it along; our
own lightly beating hearts guided ite *At our willt
it floated, obedient as & living thing.

We came on islands, *enchanted islands,® half.:
transparent with the *prismatic lights of precious'
stones,®> of amethysts and emeralds. Odours of
*hewildering* fragrance rose from the rounded
shores ; some of these islands showered on uws a
rain of roses and valley lilies; from others birds
darted up, with long wings of rainbow hues.
 The birds flew circling above us; the lilies and
roses melted away in the *pearly foam that glided by
the smooth sides of our hoat. ®

Ard, with the flowers and the birds, sounds
floated to us, sounds sweet as honey . . . Women’s
voices, *one fancied,® in them. ... And all about
us, sky, sea, *the heaving sail aloff,” the gurgling
water 8t the rudder—all spoke of love, of happy
love !

And she, the *beloved®offeacllofus—she was
there » « « *unseen and close.® One moment more,

—y
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gnd behold, her eyes will shine upon thee, *her smile
will blossom on thee.* . . « Her hand will take thy
hand and guxde thee to *the dand of joy that fades
noé!”
O realm of azure! Indream have I heheld thee.
June 1878.

TWO RICH MEN

When I hear the praises of the rich man Roths-
child, who ¥out of"* his immense revenues *devotes*®
*whole thousands” to the education of children, the
*care of the sick,® the ¥support of the aged,” *I
admire and am touched.

But even while I admire it and am touched by
it, I *cannot help® recalling a poor peisant family
who took an orphan niece into their little tumble
down hut.

* If we sake Katka,® said the women, **our last
farthing will go on her,*® *there won’t be enough to
got us salt to salt us a bit of bread.’**

2. ﬂfé& ﬁg};&%ﬂ blpsmm upon thee MAY LNV IRIRER
the 1and of joy thnt fades net ;KU FRAHEE S
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“Well, « . . *we’ll do without salt,’! answered
the pessant, her husband.

Rothschild is a *long way behind® that peasan |

July 1878.

THE OLD MAN

Days of darkness, of *dreariness,” have come.
« « - Thy own infirmities, the sufferings of those
*dear to thee,* *the chill and gloom of old age.®
All that thou bsst loved, to which thou hast given
thysslf *irrevocably,® is falling, *going to pieces.”
The way is all *downhill.?

What canst thou do ¢ Grieve ¢ Complain ¢
*Thou wilt aid not thyself nor others that waye « « «

On the bowed and withering free the leaves are
smalley and fewer, but its gresn is yet the same.

Do thou too *shrink within, ! ® withdraw into thy.
self, into thy memories, and there, deep down, in the
very depths of thesoul turned inwards on itself, thy old

1. we’ll do without salt we'll=we will PR RLED
2. long way behind i&F .
8, drenriness i, A8

deax to thee=you love 3 54y
the ehill anid gloom of oldage e iPERAER
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Yfe, to which *thou alone hast the key,® will be
bright again for thee, *in all the fragrance,® all the
fresh green, and the grace and power of its spring !
But beware » «» » look not forward, peor-old
man !
July 1878.

THE REPORTER

Pwo friends were sitting at a table drinking tea.

A sudden hubbub sross in the streef. They
heard pitiable groans, *furious abuse,® *bursts of
malignant langhter.*

_ “They’re beating some one,” *observed® one of

the friends, *looking out of window.®

¢ A criminal? A murderer? ? inguired the other.
‘[ say, *whatever he may be,” we can’t allow this
illegal chastisement.® Lebt’s go and *take his part.’?

S Byt it’s not a murderer they’re beatng.’

¢ Not & murderer? Isita thief then? *It makes
no differonce,*°® let’s go and "'get him away from the
crowd.’*?

o
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* It’s not a thief either.®

* Not a theif ? Isit an *absconding cashier® then,
a railway director, an army confractor, a Russian art
patron, a lawyer, & *Conservative editor;® a social
reformer? « « « *Any way,” let's go and help him !2

“No » « « it's 2 newspaper reporter they’re beat-
ing.’?

¢ A reporter? Oh, *I tell you what:* *we'll
finish our glasses of tea first then.’®

July 1878.

THE TWO BROTHERS

It was a viSion « « «

Two angels appear.d to me . . . two *genii.

1 say angels, genii, because koth had no clothes:
on their naked todies, and behind their shoulders
rose long powerful wings.

- Both were youths. One was *rather’ *plump,®
with soft smooth skin ahd dark curls. His eyes were
brown and *full,® with thick eyelashes ; his look was.

1. absconding oashier }%ﬁi‘gﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ B

2. Conservative editor BTN E
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sly, merry, and eager. His faee was charming,
*bowitchicg,® = little *insolent,®> a little wicked.
His full soft crimson lips were faintly quivering.
The youth smiled as one possessing power— *sglf-con-
fidently® and *languidly s a magnificent wreath of
flowers rested lightly on his shining tresses, *almost
touching® his velvety eyebrows. A spotted leopard’s
skin, pinned up with a golden arrow, hung lightly
from his curved shoulder to his rounded thigh. The
feathers of his wings were tinged with rose colour;
the ends of them were bright red, a5 though dipped
in *fresh-spilt” scarlet blood. *From time to time®
they quiverad rapidly *with a sweet silvery sound,®
the sound of rain in spring.

The other was thin, and his skin yellowish. *Aft
every breath’® his ribs could be seen fainfly heaving.
His hair was fair, thin, and straight; his eyes big,
roﬁnd, pale grey . » « his glance unsasy and strangely
bright. *All his features were sharp;'! the little
half-open rmouth, with pointed fish-like tseth the
¥pinched'*® eagle nose, the projecting chin, *covered

1. bewitching BN, itiFs

2. insolent 1§

2 wicked YB3,

4. self-confidently H{3,

5. langaidly BRSPETE
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with whitish down.* Tha parched lips *never once
smiled. * |

It was a *well-cut face, ” but ferrible and pitiless!
~ ('Though the face of the first, the beautiful youth,
- Bweet and lovely *as it was,* *showed no trace of pity
either.)® About the head of the second youth were
twisted & few brolen and *empty ears of corn,®
entwined with faded grass.stalks. A coarse grey
~ cloth girt his loins; the wings behind, a dull dark
grey colour § moved slowly and *menacingly.*®

The two youths seemed inseparable companions.
Each of them leaned upon the other’s shoulder. The
roft hand of the first lay like a cluster of grapes
upon the kony neck of the second : the slender wrist
of the Becond, with its long delicate fingers, coiled
like a snake about the girlish bosom 6f the first.

And I heard a voice. - *This is what it said :°
*Love and Hunger stand before thee—*twin bro-
thers,® the two foundation-stones of all things
living.*°

Ty

oovered with whit'sh down JHEEHBRTR
mever omoe smiled FHEF{ K
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* All that lives moves to get food, and *feeds.
% bring forth yourg.!

* Love and Hungertheir aim Is one 3 *that life
should cease noty* the lifs of the individual and the
life of others—the same universallife.’

August 1878,

-THE *EGOIST?®

He *had every qualification for' he-oming the
*scourge” of his family.

*He was born healthy, * was Lorn wealthy, and
throughout the whole of his long life, continuing to
‘be wealthy-and henlthy, he *never committed a single
sin,” never *fell into® a single error, *never once
made a slip or a blunder.®

He was *rreproachably conscientious I’ " .
And *eomplacent'' *in the sense of!® his own

—
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conscientiousness, he *crushed® every one with it, his
family, his friends and his acquaintances.

His conscientiousness was his capital » « « and
he *exacted an-exorbitant interest for it.?*

His conscienfiousness give him the right to bae
merciless, and to do no good deeds *beyond what ib
dictated’ to him ; and he was merciless, and did no
£02d . . « for good that is dictated is no good ab all.

He *took no interest in* any one except his own
¥exemplary® self, and was genuinely indignant if
others did not *take as studious an interest in it 1°

%A% the same time” he did not consider himself
an ecoist, and was particularly severe in *censuring,®
and keen in detecting egoists and egoism. *To be
gsure he was.® The egoism of another was a check
on his own.

*Not recognising the smallest weakness in him-

self'® ha did not understand, did nof tolerate any
weakness in any one. He did not, in fact, under-

1. ornsh B ,
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stand any one or any thing, since he was all, on alt
sides, above and below, before and behind, encircled
by himsalf.

He did not even understand the meaning of for.
given:ss. Hehad never had to forgive himself. ..
*What inducement could he have to forgive® others?

Before the *tribunal’ of his own conscicnce,
before the face of his own Grod, he, this marvel, this.
monster of virtue, raised his eyes heavenwards, and
with clear *unfaltering voice® declared, °Yes, Iam
an exemplary, & fruly moral man!’

He will repeat these words on his deathbed, and
there will be no throb even then in his *heart of
stonet—in that heart without stain or blemish!

Oh, hideousness of self-complacent, unbending,
*cheaply bought® virtue; thon art almost more
*revolting® than the *frank?® hideousness of vice!

Tec. 1876.

THE BANQUET OF THE SUPREME
BEING

One day the *Supreme Bsing® *took it info his

A

I+  What induwcenvent could he have to forgiye others?
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head® t5 *give a great banquet® in his paice of
*&zm.s )

All the virtues were invited. Only the
virtues . « . men he did not ask . ., . *only 'adies.*:

There were a great many of them, great and
small. The lesser virtues were more agreeable and
genial than the great ones; but they all appeared
*in good humour,® and chatted *amiably® together,
a8 was only *becbming for” near relations and friends,

But the Supreme Being noticed two *charming®
Jadies who seemed to be *totally unacqusinted,®

The *Host® ¥*gave one of the ladies his arm and
led her up to the other.'?

¢ Beneficence ! 7 he said, *indicating!® the firss,

* Gratitude ! ? he added, indicating the second.

Both the virtues were *amazed beyond expres-
-sion «?3 ever since the world had steod,** and it .had
been standing a long time, this was the first time
they had met. ~

Dec. 1878,
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THE *SPHINX?

Yellowish-grey sand, soff at the top, hards
erating below « » » *sand without end, where-ever
one looks.?

And above this sandy desert, above this sea of
dead dust, rises the immense head of the Egyptian
sphinx.

What would they say, those thick, projecting
lips, those *immutable,® distenled,* *upturned
nostrils,® and those eyes, those long, *half-drowsy,
half-watchful eyes® under the double arch of the
high brows?

Something they would say. They ar:speaking,
truly, but only ¥Oadipus® can solve the *riddla” and
eomprehend their mute speech.

*Stay,? but I krow those *features?® ... in
‘them *there is nothing Egyptian.'? White, low brow,
*prominent'* cheek-bones, nose short and straight,
handsome mouth and white teeth, seft moustache

1. Sphinx ¥FEREHBREETEE XA RGEY, L5
# ZRTE Thebes Bl % Gl R A HA S A b, TR
B MEERN, EEERE. R cBRERNEE, BRARK
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and curly beard, and thos2 wide-ssfy not large eyes
« » « and on tha head *the cap of hair parted down
the middle.* s » . But itis thou, *Karp, Sidor,
éemyon,-’ peasant of *Yaroslav, of Ryszan,® my
countryman, *flesh and blood,* Russian ! Art thou,
too, among the sphinxes? _

" Wculdst thou, too, say somewhat? Yes, and
thou, too, art & sphing. ‘

. And thy eyes, those colourless, desp eyes, are
speaking o0 . . and *as mute and enigmatic ig their
speech.®

But whera is *thy Oedipus?®

Alas ! it’s not enough to don the peasant smock
to become thy Oedipus, oh Sphinx of all the Russias!

Dec. 1878. ' " |

THE *NYMPHS’

Istood before a ¥chain of besutiful mountains®
ferminga *Semicircla. * A young, green forest cover~
ed them from summit to base.
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*Limpidly® blue *above them was the southern
3ky ;2 on the heights the sunbesms - *rioted ;®
*helow, * half-hidden in the gras, swift brooks were
‘babbling.

And th: old fable came to my mind,* *how* in
‘the first contury after *Christ’s birth,” a Greek ship
was sailing on the *4gean Ses.®

‘The hour was mid-day. « » . It was still werther.
And suddenly up aloft, above the pilot’s head, some
one called distincitly, ‘ When thou sailest by the
igland, shout in a loud voice, **Great *Pan® is
dead ! *?? *

The pilot was amazed » .. afraid. Buft when
the ship pessed the island, he obeyed, he callad,
*Great Pan is dead ! ?

And, at once, *in response to'® his shout, all
along the coast (though the island was *uninhadit-
ed),? sounded loud sobs, moans, ¥*long-drawn-out, **
plaintive wailings. “Dead! deadis great Pan !’ I
recalled this storj . . and a strange thought came
fo0. ** What if I call an invocation?’*?

1. limpiaty 58 o
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~ Buf; *in the sight of the exultant beauty® around
me, I could not think of death, and with gll my
might I shouted, °Great Pan is arisen ! arisen !’
And *at conce,” *wonder of wonders,” in answer
to my call, from all the wide half-circle of green
mountains came peals of joyous laughter, rose the
murmur of glad veices and the clapping of hands,
*He is arisen ! Pan is arisen !> *clameured* fresh
young voices. Everything before me *burst inte
sulden langhter,® brighter than the sun on high,
merrier than the broeks t' at babbled among the grass,
I heard the hurried thud of light' steps, among the
green undergrowth there were gleams of fhe msarble
white of flowing tunics, the living flush® of barg
limbs. « « . It was the nyn:'lphs, *dryads,” *Bacchan-
- tes,® lLastening from - the heights down %o the
plaine « . |

All st once they appesr at every *opening® in

the woods. Their curls float about their *godlike
Leads,*® their slender hands *hold aloft'® wreaths

T In the sight of the exuliint beantyl® Efk
HIRR in the sight of Fe- B
2 atones 1LH S
3. wonder «f wonders NE] BRI A EER]
4. oalmourad XAFERP, ok
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and cymbals, and laughfer, Bparkling, *Olympian
Inughter, 'comes leaping, dancing with them. « « «

Before them moves a goddess. She is faller and
fairer than the rest ; a quiver on her shoulder’;a bow
in her hands, a silvery *crescant moon” en her floaf-
ing fresses. « « » '

*' Diana,® is it thout’

But suddenly the goddess stopped » .. and ab
once all the nymphs following her stoppeds The
¥ringing! laughter died away.

I see the face of the *hushed’ goddess *over-
spread with a deadly pallor ;* I saw her feet *grew
rooted to the grou d,” her lips parted in unutterable
horror; her eyes grew wide, *fixed on the distance®
v s » What had she seen? What was she ¥gazing
upon$® ’

I furned where she was gazing .« « »

And on the distant *sky line,’° above the *low
strip of fields,'" gleamed, like a point of fire the
golden cross on the white belltower of a Christian
church. . . . That eross the goddess had *caught
sight of.?%-

Olympiaa Iaughter {RiEREYIE

orescent moon 5 A

Diann EZ’:‘C}ﬁ

4, ringing REBHY
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I heard behind me s long, *broken sigh,? like
‘the quiver of a broken string, and when I turned
‘again, *no trace was left® of the nymphs. . . . The
broad forest was green as befora, and only here and
there *among the thick network of branches,® were
fading gleams of *:omething white * whether the
‘nymphs’ white robes or s mist rising from the
valley, I know not.

But how I *mowmned for® those vanished
geddesses !

Dec. 18778,

FRIEND AND ENEMY

A vprisoner, *condemned® to *confitement for
life,” *broke out® of his prison and *took t> head.
long flight.? . . » After him *just on his heels flew
‘his gac'e s in pursuit.*® |

He ran with all his might. ... His pursuers
*began to be left behind.?*

1. broken sizh BiEAIELE cross () AWEEER
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But behold, before hin was a river with
*prec_ipitous banks,’ a narrow, but deep river.. s
And he could not swim ! |

A thin rotfen plank hed been thrown across
fromi one bank to the other. The fugifive* already
had his foot upon it.? . . - Bub *it go happ:ned that3
Just there Leside the river stood his best friend and
his* bitterest snemy.*

His enemy said nothing, he merely *folded his
arms ;° but the friend *shrekied a; the top of his
voice: *Heavens! What are you doing? Madman,
*think what youre about! Don’s you see tha
plank’s utterly rotten? It will *break under your
weight ® and you will *inevitably perish ! ’°

‘ But *there is no other way'® to cross. . . and
*don’t you hear them in pursuit?’®?® groaned the
poor *wretch® in despair, and he stepped on to the.
plank.

*I won't allow it 1%%. .. No, I won't allow
FJou to *;ush to destuction]’'* cried the zealous

—
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ftiend, and he *snatched! the plank from under the
fugitive. = The latter instantly *fell into?® the *boiling
forrent,® and was drowned.

The enemy smiled *complacently,® and walked
away ; but the friend sat down on the bank, and
*fell to weeping bitterly over his poor. .. poor
friend 15

*To blame himself for his destruction® did not
however oceur to him . . «» not *for an instant.

‘He *would not”® listen to me! He would nof
listen ! ’ he murmured *dejectedly.®

" Though indeed,” he added at last. *‘ He would
have had,*® *50 be sure,'* to languish his *whole life
long®? in an awful prison! *At any rate,'> he is
*out of suffering now |** He is *batter off'® now!
*Such-was bound to be his fate, I supposge 11°

‘And yet *I am sorry,’” from humane
fasling 1218
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And *the kind soul® continued to sob *incone
selably® over the fata of hiz *misguided friend.*
Dec‘ 1878.

CHRIST

I saw myself, in dream, a youth, almcst & boys
in a *low-pitched wooden church.* The slim wax
candles gleamed, *spots of red,® before the old
pictures of the saints.

*A.ring of coloured light® encircled each tiny
flamg. Dark and dim it was in the church.e « «
But there stood before me many people. All fair
haired, peasant heads. From time to time they
began swaying, falling, rising again, like the ripa
*aars of wheaty,” when fhe wind of summer passes
¥in slow undulation® over them.

All at ores some man *came up” from behind
and stood baside me. ’

I did not tarn towards him ; but at once I felk
that this mn was GhriSﬁ.
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Emotion, curiosity, awe ¥cvormastered® mag
suddenly. *I made an offort® . «.and looked a#
my neighbour. | ‘

A face like every one’s, a face like all men’s
faces. The eyes looked a little upwards, quietly
and *intently.® The lips closed, but not *compress.
ed;* the upper lip, *as it were,® resting on the lower :
*a small beard® parted in two. The hands folded
&nd still. And the clothes on kim like every one’s.

*¢What sort of Christ is this ¢°7 I thought.
* Such an ordinary, ordinary man! *It can’t be 1?8

I turned away. But I had *hardly turned my
eyes away from this ordinary man when® I {felt
again that it really was *none other than'® Christ
standing beside me.

Again I made an effort over myself. . « . And
again the samae face, like all men’s faces, *the same
everyday though unknown features.? :

And suddenly *my heavt sank,?® and I *eame to
myself.1? Only then *I realised that* just such a faca
—a face like all men’s faces—is the face of Christ.

Dec. 1878.
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[18%79-1889]
THE STONE

Have you seen an old grey stone on the
soashore, when *at high tide,* on & *sunny day® of
spring, *the living waves break upon it® on all sides
—break and frolic and caress it—and *sprinkle over*
its sea-mossed head *the scattered pearls of sparkling .
foam®*

The stone iz *still® the same sione; but its
*gullen’ surface *blossoms oub into bright colours.®

*They tell of those far-off days’ when ¥*tha
molten granite had but begun' to harden,’® and was
8]l aglow with the hues of fire.

*Fyen rol' ¥*of late'? was my old heard
a_urraunded; *proken in upon®® by a rush of fresh‘

1. at high tide HWER |
2. sunny day FFBSFH,

—km& the Evivg waves broak_mpon it it ol pF i a Eﬁ-ﬁg;ﬁ?
4. sprivkle oever RER e 1

the sonitered pearls of sparxi: fo
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girls’ sons . ..and *under their caressing touch®
it *flushed? with longfaded colours, *the traces of
burnt-out fires 1?

The waves have *abbed back* ... but the
colonrs are not yet dull, though a *cutting wind®
is drying them.

May 1879.

THE DOVES

I stood on the fop of a sloping hillside ; before
me, 2 gold and silver sea of *shifting colour,® stref-
ched the ripe rye. |

But no little wavelets ran over that zea; *no
gtir of wind” was in the *stifling air;® a great *storm
was gathering.®

Near me the gun still shone with *dusky fire ;**®
but beyond the rye, *not very far away,'' a darke
blue stormecloud lay, s menacing mass ¥over full
half!® of the horizon.

Al was hushed . « . all things were faint under
_the malignant glare of the last sun rays. No soundy

1. under their caressing toneh FE{LMEER ZT
flush L i _

the traces of bu{llt.out.r'ue RO KRR
ebbed back ¥

cutting wind FFFIEETR,

shifting colonr SR T2
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Bight of a bird, even the sparrows *hid thomselves.?!
Only somewhere close by, *persistently? a grest
burdock leaf flapped and whispered.

How strong was the smell of the wormwooed in
the hedges! I looked at the dark-blue mass « « » there
was & vague uneasiness et my heart. Come then,
quickly, quickly ! was my thought, *flash, *golden
snake, and roll thunder ! move, hasten, *break into
floods, * evil storm-clond ; *eut short® this *agony of
suspense ! ?°

But the storm-cloud did not move., It lay as
before, a stifling weight upon the hushed earth . . »
and only seemed to swell and carken.

And lo, over its dead dusky-blue, something
*darted in smooth, even flight,” like a white hand-
kerchief or a handful of snow. It was a white dove
flying from the direction of the village.

It ﬂew,’ flew on straight « . . and plunged info
the forest. Some instants passed by—still the same
cruel hush. . . . But, look! Twe handkerchiefs

gleam in the air, *two handfuls of snow?® are floating

L. hid themselves BB AR

2. persistently BB

8. golden snake &¥E(IFNE)

4. break into flpods SIEXAF break into JEEN floods I
A, ISR - '
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back, two white doves are *winging their way home-
wards® with even flight.

And now at last *the storm has broken,? and
the *tumult® has begun !

X could kardly get home.* The wind howled,
*$058ing hither and thither in frenzy;® before it
scudded low red clouds, *torn.® it seemed, ¥into
shreds s’ everything was *whirled round in con-
fusion 3 the lashing tain streamed *in furious
torrents® down the upright trunks, flashes of lightn-
ing were blinding with greenish light, sudden peals
of thunder boomed like cannon-shots, the air was
"full of the smell of sulphur. - « .

But under the overhanging roof, on the sill of the
dormer window,* side by side® sat two white doves,
the one who *flew after his mate,’* and the mate
he breught back, saved, perhaps, from destruction.
| They sit *ruffling up*® their feathers, and *ezch
{eels his mate’s wing against his wing.'® + «

¥ winging their way homewards FR[EI#H 3.
£, the storm has broken FTFERET

3. tomult HEHL

4. ¥ oould hardly get home REPHT TH.
&. fomsingerwin frenxy RIS

6. hither and thither RIZEHRA

¥. torn into shreds ZUFEEN'.
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They are happy ! And I am happy, seeing them.
« « . Thongh I am alone « , « *alone, as always.*
May 1879.

TO-MORROW ! TO-MORROW |

How empty, dull, and useless is almost every day
when it is spent! -How few the fraces it leaves
behind it! How meaningless, *how foolish those
hours as they coursed by one after another !*

And yet it is man’s wish t6 exist ; he prizes life,
he *rests hbpes on it,® on himself, on the futures..«
Oh, what blessings he *looks for* from the futural

But *why does he imagine that other coming dayg-
will not: be like this day he has just lived through?®

Nay, he does not even imagine it. He likes nok
to think at all, and *he does well. ®

¢ Ah, to-morrow, to-morrow ]’ he comforts him-
self, $ill * to-morrow > pitches him into the grave, -

So—

1. =lone, as always FGRINES NS
®. how foolish ihese hours as they coursed by ome

afier another B¥E—E583-—RiEES kg, £ B4R EN one
after another %8l

2. rests hopes on i mng_h
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Well, and onco in the grave, thou *hast nc
choice,? thou doest *no more® thinking.

May 1879,

NATURE

I dreamed I had come into an immense under-
ground temple with *lofty arched roof.®> It was
filled with *a sort of* underground *uniform light.*

In the very middle of the temple sat a majestic
woman in a flowing robe of green colour. *Her head
propped on her hand,® she seemed *bwried in deep
thought.” -

At once *I was aware® that this woman was
Nature herself; and *a thrill of reverent awe sent an
instantaneous shiver through my inmost soul®.

I approached the sitting figure, and *making a
respectful bow,'® ¢ *0O common Mother*? of us all!’
I cried, ** of what is thy meditation?'? Isit of the

1I* nastno choice B TEH
~—~g 150 more 55y KP
8. lofty arohed roof 3EEAKZHEAT
4. =asortof —7H, Bl
5* wmniform tight PEHE
6. her head propped on hex hand MATIEEEMNF L.
%. barried in deep thought FR RNV, LS.
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future desti-ies of man thou ponderest? or how
*he may'® attain the highest possible perfection and
happiness ¢ ?

The woman slowly turned upon me her dark
menacing eyes. Her lips moved, and I beard a
ringing voice like the clang of iron.

*I am thinking how %o g've greater power to
the leg-museles of the flea, that he may more easily
escape from his enemies. ‘The balanes of attack and
defence is broken. .« e *t must be restored.’*

*Whaty’ 1 *faltered® in reply, * what is it thoun
art thinking upon?* But are not we, men, ‘thy
favourite children? ? ¢

“fhe woman *frowned® slightly, ¢ All creatures
are my children,’ she pronouncad, “and I *care for®
them alike, and all alike I destroy.’

__*But right » » » Teason « « + justice « . .* I falter-
ed again.

‘Those are men’s words,’ I heard the *iron voice”
saying. °I know not right nor wrong. « « » *Reason
is no law for me®—and what is justice?—1 have given

P TN

1. he may {I%EH

2. 1f must be restoredl B FILRE AR

8. faltered BEYE

4. what is it thou art thinking upon? HARGEL EXR

— 178 —



eI A LR B R R ERE P

BALHRERGRESRE > RRpERRN
—J > HEEERS ;- REBRESHnSWIIE
A2 o

“RIEMEF I > EEERGR LAYGRENE
71 2 B8 > S EMEREARIES o LR #a
BRIE T voe e JERMMR BEBZRA TG 0 7

“4IEE P REBHEY o “HREBEEENE
g ? HRMNET R RAERE 2
- BABBERTE “-mEiEREAAY
BRER > “R—EREE > B—~HBEIBEZRGE ¥

$400 BL7APH o see IR vene s TR GG v e0e » RABIIE a5
BRo |

SSERAPINGGE 0 RUBAEREE “BRF
SOE A IBE R e enresoe BRAERMHER o —F
RIESERABE ? —REDEES > RUBNZ
BIb > REZRME o REBR ) REN{Y----ZER

Trovwn iR

onre FHE, Bidv.

iron vaice &-ﬂ%ﬁﬁ”%&%

Reason is no law for me ZEM T ERAEN

L

— 119 —



.OF Men » » « I *care not.? « « « Do thou meanwhile
*look out for® thyself, and *hindar me nof !*°
1 *would have retorted* + « « but the earth utter-
od 8 *hollow groan® ard shuddered, and I awoke.
August 1879,

*HANG HIMI?

*¢ Tt happened® in 1803, began my old acquain.
‘tance, **not long before® *Austerlitz.” *The re-
giment in which I was an officer’® was quartered
in *Moravia,** .

% We had strict orders®? not fo molest or annoy
the inhabitants 5 *ag it"was,?® they regarded us very
*dubiously, ! * *though we wera supposed to be ailies.” ®

*I had a servant, formerly a *serf'® of my
mother’s, Yegor, *by name.’” He was a quiet,
‘honest fellow : I had known him from a child, and
treated him as & friend,

%, eare not TER
2. look ont for
8. hinder me not AELNEFR

.___4. would have retorfed RERHE

T 5. hollow groan SIHAHINRE

6. hang FF
7. Xt happened EFEAE ,
8. not long before JH £OREDR B
9. Austerlitx BLEEEIIANGREE 1805 12 ARgREen
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_ “Well, ona day, in the housa where I wasliving,
I heard screams of abuse, cries, and lamentations s
*the woman of the house® *had had two hens stolen,*
and she *laid the theft at my servant’s door.? Hae
*defended himself,* *called me to witness.® « s,
*“Likaly he’d turn thief,® he, Yegor Avitamonov]"
*I agsured the woman of Yegor’s honesty,” butshe
*would not listen tf)a me.

¢ All at once the thud of horses’ hoofs was heard
along the street ; the commander-in-chief was riding
by with his staff.  He was riding at a walking “pace,
a stout, *corpulent man,® with drooping head, and
*opaulatfes® ® hanging on his bresast.

*The woman Saw him, and rushing before his
‘horse, *flung herself on ner knees,'' and, bare-
headed and *all in disorder,’® she began loudly
*complaining of*® my servant, pointmg at him.

¢ General 1>’ she screamed; ***your Excel
lency 1** *make an inguiry !1*° help me! save me!
this soldier *has robbed me ! ?*°

1. the waman of the house =25}

2. had had two hens stolen 5L TRE

2. laid the thelt at my servant’s door gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁjmﬁ\
BHENEE I to faid at one’s door SR

4. defended himszelf FHORAR

5. oalied me o wiiness AR EHITA

6. likely he’d tarn thief {EESBEENA, BEE Bk

7. X assared the woman of Yegor’s honesty HNILXAH
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*Yeogor stood at the door of the house, *holt
upright,’ his cap in his hand, he even arched his
chest and brought his heels together like a sentry,
and *not a word1® Whether *he was abashed at
all® the general’s suite halting there in the middie
of the street, or *stupefied by the calamity facing
him,* *I can’t say,® but there stood my poor Yegor,
blinking and white as chalk !

* The commander-in-chief *cast an abstracted and
sullen glance at him, ¢ growled angrily, “ Well?2?> ..,
Yegor stood like a statue, showing his teeth as if
he were *grinning!? Looking at him from the
side, you’d say the fellow was laughing !

‘Then the commander-in-chief *jerked out:®
* Hang him !*’ spurred his horse, and moved on,
first at a walking-pace, then at a *quick trot.®
The whole staff *hurried affer him3;*°® only ore
adjutant turned round on his saddle and *took a
passing glance®* at Yegor.

‘“To disobey was impossible. » + « Yegor was
seizad at once and *led off to executbion.?

*Then he *broke down!? altogether, and simply

I« bolt uprighs FE3L

2. not s word ﬁﬁ“ﬁjfé;%—}gﬁﬁﬁm

8. he was abashed 4L & HE.

4. stupefied by theﬁgalnmity facing him BIRFRYFIE
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5. Xcac’tgay BRGNS

6. oasiaa abstracted and sallen glanee at hinx [T
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-gagped ont twice, ***Gracious heavens!? gracious
heavens ! ? and then in a whisper, **God knows,"
it wasn’t me I »’

* Bitterly, bitterly he cried, saying good-bye to
‘me. I wasin despair. **Yegor! Yegor!™? I criad,
#*¢ how came it you sa’d nothing to the general??’3

¢ % God knows, it wasn’t me ! ** the poor fellow
repeated, sobbing. The woman herself was *horrifi-
od.* She had *never expected sueh a dreadful
fermination,® and she *started® howling *on her own
account !7 She fell to *imploring *all and each® for
mercy,? swore the hens had been found, that she
-was *ready to'°® *clear it all up.*? - ..

¢Of course, all that was *no sort of use.'?
Those were war-times, sir! *Discipline!'® The
‘woman sobbed *louder and louder.*

*Yegor, who had received *absolution®® from
the priest, turned to me.

¢ ““MPoll her, *your honour,>® not to *upset
herself.?” , . . I've forgiven her.” *

1. Gracious henvens 3] LR

2, God Enows BERnE,

3, how came if you gaid nnthins to the general ? {3
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My =acquaintance, 23 he raepeated .this, his
Servant™s st words, murmurad, *My poor Yegor,
dear fellow, a real saint!’ and the tears trickled
downlri&nld' Bhgekﬂau-

August 1879,

WHAT SHALL I THINK!....

What shall I think *when I come to die,* i
only *I am in a condition to think® anything then? -

Shall I think *how little use I have made of?
my life, iow I have slumbered, *dozed* through iy
how little I have known how to enjoy its gifts 3

* Whatt is this death? So Scon? Impossible !}
Why, I have had no fime to do anything yet. e e ¢
*I have only been making ready to begin I-?°

Shall I recall the past, and *dwell in thought®
on the faw *bright moments” I have liﬁ'ed through—
on *precious images® and faces?

Wwill my ill deeds *come back to my mind,® and

I, When X come tp.die BREBICHEER _

2, Taming oondiﬂm_x o think %ﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬂéﬁfﬁ;}i@?‘
3.. how little mse I have made of RV ERT
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. doze FRIFNE

5. X have only been making ready to begin RERA
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will my goul he stung by the *burning pain of
remorse too late?® "

Shall I think of what awaits me *beyond the
grava® « « » and *in truth® does anything await me

therat
No « » . I fancy I shall try not to think, and

shall force myself to take interest in some ftrifle
simply to distract my own atbention from the men-
acing darkness, which is black before ma.

I once saw & dying man who kept complaining
they would not let him have bazel-nuts to *munch!*
o+oand only in the depths of his *fast-dimming
eyes,® something quivered and struggled like the
torn wing of a bird *wounded to death.® » , »

Aungust 1879.

‘HOW FAIR, HOW FRESH WERE THE
ROSES . . .?

Somewhere, sometime, long, long ago, I read a
poem. It was soon forgotten . . . but the first line
has *stuvek in my memory —

- -

X. burning pain of remorse too Iate 128 R0
O 'gt

2. ®eyond the grave ik

% in troth WKk, K-

4. ' munch UG
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t How fair, bow fresh were the roses . +.?
Now is winter; the frost has iced over the
window-panes;? in the dark room burns a *solitary
candle.® I sit *huddled up® in a corner j and.in my

head the line keeps *echoing* and echoing—
¢ How {air, how fresh were the rosesc. .?

And I see myself before the low window of a
Russian country house. The summer evening is
*slowly melting into night ° the warm air is fragranf
“of *mignonette® and *lime-blossom ;” and at the
window, *leaning on her arm,® her head bent on her
shoulder, sits a young girl, and silently, intently
gazos into the sky, as though *looking for® new stars
to comea out. ¥*What candour, what inspiration in
he dreamy eyes,'® *what moving innocence'® in
*the parted questioning lips,*? how calmly breathes
that still-growing, *still-untroubled bosom,”’ how
puré and tender the *profile**® of the youngface! 1
dare not speak to her; but *how dear she is to
me?*® how my heart beats !

1 window.panes %_!:ZM

2. = solitary oandle —EEEEFEATENIR

2. huddle up %3

4, echoing FE, B

5. slowly mel&ing into night {228{b R
6. mignowette B

. 1lime.blossoms T ZIE

8. Xeaning onx hexr arm ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ?ﬁl‘.
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9. look for 0%, I

10. What candour, whaf inspinationin the dmmyﬂyu
R R S R I R E .

11. what moving innocence ﬁ!ﬂijﬁm}’fﬂ

12. the parted questioning Yips RHHHINR

13. still.untroubled bosona *‘E‘Eﬁ&ﬁbﬁb W@‘B

14, profile i

AB. dow dear she i5 ta=how I love ber LS PR EST
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¢ How faii-, how | {resh were the ruses . - .° i
But here in the room it *gets darker® and darkar.
:..The candle burns dim and *gutters,® dancing
shadows guiver on the low ceiling, the eruel *erunch®
of the frost is heard outside, and within the dreary
murmur of, old age. . «|.
¢ ch:-w‘fr..ir, how |fresh were the Toses «» o ?

There rise up before me other images. I hear

the merry hubbub of home life in the country. Two
*flaxen* heads, bending close together, *look saucily®
at me with their bright eyes, rosjf chesks shake with
suppressed laughter, *hands are clasped in warm
affection,” young kind voices ring *one above tha
other ;7 while a little farther, at the end of the *snug
room,?® *other hands,” young too, fly with unskilled
fingers over the keys of the old piano, and the
*[anner’® *waltz'! *cannot drown the hissing of
the patriarchal samovar. « « «1%

¢ How fair, h-w fresh were the roses . oo’

1. gets darker ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ

2. gutiep }‘jﬁﬁ

8. orunoch BERERIEE

4 flaxen ZIRE{E, FIKGTE

5. look saueily {BARHIS

6. hands are olasped in warm affecion B BHIEAT
7. one absve the other —{ART ME(E—ERS, ol
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" 9 othex hauds SIA

10. Lanuer, Sideny B, BEAHEEZTRERRA (1824
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- 31 walts SEREE —ERPORMNE
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The candle *flickers® and *goes oub.® ...
*Whose is that hoarse and hollow cough?® *Curled
up,* my old dog lies, shuddering at my feet, my
only companions « ¢« « I’m cold « » « I'm frozen ¢ o »
and all of them aredead « » « dead « « »

*How fair, how fresh were the roses o +?

Sept. 1879
ON THE SEA

I was going from *Hamburg® to London in a
small steamer. We wers two passengersy I and &
little femsale monkey, whom a Hamburg merchant
was sanding *as 2 present® to his English *partner.”

She wan fastened by a light chain to one of the
peats on deck, and was moving restlessly and whining
in a little *plaintive pipe® like a bird’s.

Every time I passed by her she stretched ouf her
little, black, cold hand, and *peeped up® at me out
of her little mournful, almost humsan eyes. I fook
her hand, and she censed whining and moving re.
stlessly about. - |

1. Miowerfifs
2. goes outiREe
S, whose is that hiymise and hollow cough? HEF: MIPEE

B WAl
4. ocurl mp ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁmm
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There was 2 *dead calm.? The sea stretched on
1]l sides like a motionless sheet of leaden colour. It
seemed narrowed and small ; a thick fog overhung it,
hiding the very mast-tops in cloud, and dazing and
wearying the eyes with its *soft obscurity.® The
sun hung, & doll red blur in this obscurity ; but
before evening it glowed with strange, mysterious,
*lurid* light.

Long, straight folds, like the folds in some heavy
silken *stuff,* passed *one after another® over the
sea from the ship’s prow, and *broadening as they
passed, ®* and wrinkling and widening, were *smoothed
out” again with a shake, and vanished. The foam flew
up, *churned® by the *tediously thudding wheels ;®
white as milk, with a faint hiss it *broke up into
serpentine eddies,?® and then melted fogether again
and vanished too, swallowed up by the mist.

Fersistent and plaintive as the monkey’s whine
rang $he small bell at the stern.

Hrom time to time a *porpoise’* swam up, and

dean enlm FERGHIR

soft ohsonrity SR
lurid=wan ¥, {213
silken stwer 345, Ri08n

ocue afier another i,

%+ broadening as they passed BRI Ay
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PFiKe
7» smeoth out R F R
8« churned il , .
9, tediously thudding wheels 5 ARGENMENNGES
1G. broke ap into sevpentine eddies ﬁﬂiﬁfﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁf}m
11. poarpoige B3
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*with a sudden roll dissppeared below the scarcely
ruffled surface.?

And the captain, a silent man with a gloomy,
surburnt face, smoked a shoré pipe and angrily spat
into the-dull, stagnant sea. “

To all my inguiries he *responded by a discons
nected grumble.* I was obliged to turn to my sole
companion, the monkey.

I sat down beside her: sha ceased whining, and
again held out her hand to ms.

The *clinging fog oppressed ws both with its
drowsy dampness:® and *buried in* the same
*unconscious dreaminess,® we gat sida by Bide like
brother and sister.

I smile now . . « but then I had another feeling.

Wea are all children of one mother, and 1 was
glad that the poor little beast was *soothed® and
*nestled 8o confidingly up to me, " as to a brother.

November 1879.

oo

1. with a sudden rell disappeared below the scarcely
rutfiea sarface SEAM—~RAIREABANAHETIRT

2. responded by a discsmnested grumble FSTRINEMAG
Y e

B. plinginz fog opTersved us both wiih Ity drowsy

dampness %%ﬂél)\)k@ﬂ&%&ﬁ%ﬁ- ‘
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*N. N.*

Calmly and gracefully thou movest along the
*nath of life,® tearless and smileless, and *scarce a
heedless *glance of indifferent attention ruffles thy
calm.? -

Phou art good and wise « . . and all things are
. %remote from* thee, and ¥of no one hast thou need.®

Thou art fair, and no one can say, whether thoun
prizest thy beauty or not. No 7sympatby hast thom
to give ; none dost thon desire-

Phy glance is deep, and *no thought is in it ;°
in that clear depth is emptiness. |

So in the *Elysian field,” *to the solomn strains®
%*5f Gluck’s melodies,” move. without grief or blisg
the gracsful shades.

November 1879.

STAY !

Stay | *as I see thee now,'® abide *for evartlin
my memory |

Yo Na No %A, ﬁ, §¢The Fool™

2. path of Yife AL )

o, scarce s heedless glanoce of Indifferent attenfien

yuffles thy calm=a heedles glance of indifferent attenion scarce

raffles thy calm AR YR AIE LA E IR EAIIREE (SR

B, B2 M. attention=regard}
4. remaote from R

3 .
5. of no oxoe hast thou need Mﬁ%ﬁz{ﬂm
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From thy lips the lsst *inspired note has
broken.* No light, no flash I8 in thy eyes; they
are dim, *weighed down by the load of bappiness,®
of the bligsful sense of the beauty, it has been thy
glad lot to ezpress—the beauty, *groping for® which
thou hast strotched out thy *yearning® hands, thy
*riumphant,® *exhausted hands !°

What is the radiance—purer and higher than the-
sun’s radiance —*all about thy limbs,? the least fold
of thy raiment?

What god’s ¥*carassing breath® has *set thy
geattered tresses floating?® ’

His kiss burns on thy brow, white now ag marble.

This is it, the *mystery revealed,® the mystery
of poesy, of life, of love! This, this is immortality!
Other immortality there is none, *nor need be.*?
For this instant thou art immortal.

It passes, and once more thou art *a grain of
dust,’* a woman, a child. . » « But *why need’st’
thou care 1** For this instaunt, thou art above, thou

1. inspired note hnas broken 5 HSIENEH
2. weighed down by the Ioad of happiness BERNRR

3. groping for EEFIER
4. yearning FHE
5. $riumphant JBHN%
c@s exbausted hands FHZHT

7e alI about thy limbs ﬁﬁ%ﬁ:@m
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8. oaressing breathk FeHIN T
8. set thy soatfered tresses flcating {E{RIITCE M2

16. the mystery vevealed FESTATNGR

I1. nor need be FRHE

2, n gra'n of dust ——ﬂﬁ’ﬁ@(ﬁ‘}t}\ﬂ'-&ﬁgﬁ_)
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art outside all that is passing, *tamporary. This
thy instant will never end.
Stay ! and *let me share in thy immortality 3*
shed into my soul the light of thy efernity |
November 1879

THE MONK

*] used to know *a monk, & *haermit,* a saint.
He *lived only for® *the sweetness of prayer:;® and
*gteeping’ himself in it, *he would stand® *so long
on the cold floor of the ehurch that® his legs below
tha knees *grew numb'® and senseless as blocks of
wood. He did not feel them ; he *stcod on'* and
prayad.

Y understood him, and perhaps envied him ; but
- 1ot him too understand me and not *condemn'* me ;
*me, for whom his joys are inaccessible.'?

He has *attained to annihilatmg himself,’* his
hateful *ego ;** but I fo0 ; it’s not from egoism, I
pray not.

. Ts tempoxary k. A |
" 2. let meshare in thy immoxfality Eﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ”ﬁ*ﬁ%}}ﬁ?ﬁﬁ

3. X uased to hn o
4. hermit -} ov REFR

8. Iived foxy.-w- og ...... i 4

6. thesweetness of prayer iF
. reaimect EF flan Hs

8. he would stand 3 would ENRBRATENRT
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1. viood on mgfggﬁﬁmmm

12, condemn BE]
13. me, for whom his joys are imzocessible JERET—
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My ego, *may be,* is *even more® *burdensome’
and more *odious* to me, *than his to him. *

He has found *wherein® to forget himself.. .
but I, too, find the same, though notso continuously.

He does not lie » « « but neither do I lie.

November 1879.

WE WILL STILL FIGHT ON

What an *insionificant trifle” *may sometimes
transform the whole man 1%

*Fnll of melancholy thought,? I walked one-day
along the highroad.

My heart was oppressed by a weight of gloomy
*anprehansion;?® I was *overwhelmed by dejection. ™!
I raised my head. . . » Before me, between two rows
of tall poplars, the road darted like an arrow into
the distance.

And scross. it,. *across fhis road,*® ten. paces
from me, in the golden light of the dazzling summer

Y. may be=perhaps L5 27

2. even moxe than Bty

3. buardensome B, MAER

4. odions Blif

5. thanhis to him=than his-egoto bim ity Bﬁ‘ﬁﬁ"fﬂi’
6 wherein=in which place ZEZ{EHl 5

w. insignifioant trifle JERIDEZAE
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9. full of melancholy thought R T @A

16. apprehension
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sunshine, *a whole family of sparrows® hopped
*one after. another,® hopped *saucily,® *drolly,*
self-reliantly!

One of them, *in particular,® *skipped® along
sideways with *desperate energy,” *puffing out® his
little bosom and chirping *impudently,® *as though'
to say'® he was not afraid of any one! A gallant
little warrior, really !

And, meanwhile, high overhead in the heavens
*hovered'* & hawk, *destined, perhaps, to devour®?
that little warrior.

I looked, laughed, *shook myself,*® and the
mournful thoughts *flew right away :** pluck,
daring, - *zeal for life'® I *felt anew.!®

Let him, too, hover over me, my hawk « « «

Woe will *fight on,*” and *damn it all ]1°
November 1879.

PRAYER

*Whatever 2 man pray for'® he prays for a

. @& whote family of sparrows JH#2ZEE
2. one aftar another B,

8« sancily IKis

£, drolly {BFE, o[4

5. in pnrtiaulgr -’ﬂ"‘-él%

6. skip=leap abcut E:

7. desperate en%:l;%:r gfé%zﬁ_ﬂhﬂ.
$. puffing out I’

% impudently iR, HHEEA

10. as though to say A{EER

1. hover M
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12. destined, perhaps, to devour HINERE TELTR des-
t1ne=to set apart for a future parpose i

13. shook myself T [ RIS B

14. flew right away 2> right FEIHZH

15, zesl for life FEFEH

16. folt anew HTHETY]

17. Light o #REETEH

18, damn it alll Eﬁg;%ﬁj*ﬁﬂaﬁ%ﬁ
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miracle. Every prayor *reduces to this:' * Great
‘God, grant that *wice two be not four.’?

Only such 2 prayer is a real prayer from person
to person. To pray te the *Cosmic Spirit,® o the
“Higher Being,* to the *Kantian,® *Hegalian,®
*quintessential* formless God is Mposmble .2nd un.
thinkable.

- Buf ‘can even a personal, living, imagad God
make twice two not be four?

Every believer is *bound to® answer he canand
is bound o *persuade‘himself‘f of it.

But if reason *sets him revolting against®® this
senselessness?

Then *ShakESpeareil eomes to Hisaid: “There
ars more things in heaven and -earth, *Haratio,’*?
*ote.1?

And if they *set about'* confuting him *in
the name of trath,*® he has *but’® to repeat the
famous question, ** What is truth?’'7

redwoes to this FRiGaEHE
twice two be mot four — > = fERL A
Cosmioc Spivit FH2Z B
4. Higher Being 5L #ﬁK 8 BB
Kantian Jii4) lmmanuel Kant SERER Z85,
Zkﬁ’@% {(¢724-1800) # G Iholm Friedrich Hoeel &R
6. Hegelian Sk eoze wiltholm Friedric g
ZHEBR {1770-5-‘-?530 % N el R
7  gquintessen:tinl ﬁﬁ!
8, bound 1o=.gbliged to, forced to R f&FF
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9. perxsuade himself S THEESE
10. set him revolting against {E ...

gria
I, Shakespeare Willinm Shakespeare (1564—16 16) X@>
REER

12, Horatio TrHEEW - L EPHER < Hamlet” Z— A&
13. etc. T3> etcetera=and the rest, and so on 4%
14. set about FF, BL .

I5. In the name of truth ENELE L, X2

16+ but=only

17 what is truth? §§ S X Ege

—
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And so0, lef us drink and be-merry, and say our
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