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INTRODUCTION

The book was undertaken first as a thesis in 1929, It was
presented to the Bombay University for Mandlik Gold Medal
and Prize (1930). There were only two competitors. Curiously
enough, the syndicate on the r dation of the referees
did not award the medal and prize to either of them on the
ground that none of the two works came up to the standard.
Subsequently I sent the manuseript to the editor of Bhandarkar
O. Research Institute’s Journal, It lay there idle in the
pigeon hole for nearly two years. A sharp reminder from the
author was necessary for its restoration, Then it was shown to
Prof. V. G, Paranjape who went through it and offered his opinion
about its publication. After some vicissitudes it was finally
accepted for publication by Dr. N. G. Sardesai. The first four
formes ( Pp. 1-64) appeared in the Poona Orientalist regularly,
Afterwards there was a long break. This was due to shortage of
paper. The remaining portion was published in the years 1949-50.

Unfortunately Dr.’N. G, Sardesai is no more with us, His
son Dr., R. N. Sardesai is carrying on the legacy of his father
with a sense of duty and devotion. Had he shown less zeal, this
book would not have seen the light of the day. I must thank
him heartily for his co-operation and good-will,

When I was collecting the data for the thesis, Prof. V. G.
Paranjape made valuable suggestions and generously supplied me
with rare old texts, I achknowledge here with gratitude his help.

I collected ample material but while writing the thesis’
1 was compelled to be brief. I could have easily trebled the
volume of the book but the University regulation required that

(i)



(ii)

the thesis should cover about 100 pages. This would explain the
brevity and also the cryptic style of the book. As it is, the book
is a valuable guide to the reader who is interested in Ancient
Indian Culture.* I request the Indologists to go through it and
offer their remarks and suggestions. At the time of second
edition I would try my best to incorporate them. I have not
quoted my sources fully, At some places, I have only mentioned
the chapter and the verse. I am conscious of these drawbacks,
and if I receive encouraging response to this initial attempt
I would certainly present a better and amplified version to the
reader in due course.

Poona City,
Yanuary 1950. V. V. Dixz1T.

* He will find that every statement is corroborated and supposted by
texts, For the proper appreciation of the book, he should read the refer-
ences and notes carefully, They form an integral and vital part of the work,
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RELATION OF THE EPICS TO THE BRAHMANA
LITERATURE WITH REGARD TO HISTORY,
RELIGION AND SOCIOLOGY

+ (V. V. Disit)

Introductory : —The term ‘Epic period’ can be interpreted
in two different ways. It can denote a period when the actors
in the drama of the great Bhirata and Rimiyana war lived and
fought. According to the calculations based upon the genealog-
ical data Pargiter concludes that there is a gap of five centuries
between the dates of the two famous wars, According to him
Rima lived in the fifth century before the war of Mahibhirata
which took place in 1100 B. C. Valdya and some other scholars
put it at the beginning of I\ahyugn i. e. about 3100 8. c.! Weszem!
scholars in general would not recede beyond the period fixed
by Pargiter.

If the genealogies of the solar and lunar races given in the
two epics are compared it would be found that there is a difference
of 7 generations between Rima and the Pindavas.? This esta-
blishes the priority of Rima but the difference between the
two periods is less than 200 years, There 1s a slight discrepancy
between the two epics as regards the solar genealogy. Nibhiga
is put down as the son of lksviku in M, Bhirata whereas
Rimiyana puts him much lower.

Another interpretation of the ‘Epic period’ would be the
time when the works were actually composed. Hopkins would!
assign a period of four centuries i. e. 200 B. ¢. to 200 A, p. to:
the main portion of Bhirata, Indian scholars would put 1t‘
about 500 B. c. Rimiyana of course is later as the langnage
itsclf suggests. We are concerned with the dates of their
composition as much as the period when the heroes actually
lived. Other baoks that can be included under this period would
be the law-tooks of Manu and Yijitavalkya, Grhya Sttras and
Dharma Sitras,

As regards the Brihmana period nobody has questioned the
authenticity of the historical events recorded therein, the period
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would roughly represent the time when Rohini and aftenwards
Krttikd rose at the vernal equinox.’ This covers a period of a
thousand vears., Some Brihmanas like Gopatha are very Iate
yet they are prior to the cpic by 500 years. The two .periods
are divided by a deep pulf of about 1000 vears,

v A mighty wave of revolution in social and religious field
passed over India v.mch fiected seriously the Vedic religion in
the 6th century . The old Kernel of Jaya was developed
gnto M. th‘xratn wnh aview to combat the growing power of
this new force i, e, Budhism. Brahmanism rallied all forces at
their command and made Brahmanic religion more attractive
and casv. It was so modified as to cuit the public taste. The
continuity of the Vedic religion was cunningly maintained.
Rimiyana however has no such motive. The historical and
social data supplicd by it is, therefore, more relinble and accurate
than the other epic, barring of course the instances of poetic
exaggeration.

The two wars and the heroes : — Doubt is expressed in
various quarters about the historical data of the two epics. Dutt
observes to the followiug effect. As works of history they
( the epics ) have no value at all but they reveal to us the customs
and manners of the people living in those days.® Draupadi along
with five Pandavas, Dhrtariistra and his hundred sons, the
war that was fought between them, these are all fictions accord-
ing to him. Max-Mdaller holds a diametrically opposite view. Says
he * whenever you come across anything in the ancient literature
of Hindus which is repugnant to their feelings and opposed to
their sacred traditions, be sure that it is genuine. Brahmans
would have got rid of the uncomfortable and inconvenient fact
of Polyandry about the heroes of the epic if they could; but it
was too strong for them to be ignored or to brush aside. They,
therefore, had to invent excuses to white-wash it.””*

Some scholars hold that originally it was a Kuru Piicila
war. Later on Piandavas appeared on the scene and the poets
fabricated accounts connecting the latter with Kuru family.
Holtzmann thinks Bhisma must have been appointed to marry

. his brother’s wives. He may be the real brother of Pandu who
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was later on made a descendant of Kuru family for the purposes
of the narratne *

An altogether different view 1s quoted by the author of the
‘6mbndge History. ‘Brahmanical civilization received a crushing
blow at the hands of the non-Aryans at Kuru-Ksetra which was
the scene of: the greatest disgrace to the vanquished Aryans
The poets 1n revenge and despair turned the spot into the holiest
shrine and completely aryanised and sdolised the conquerors to
efface the memory of the disgrace * The view appears plausible
so far as Pandavas are concerned. They certainly show traces
of non-Aryamism, Their suspicrous birth,  Polyandry and
System of joint property point at the same. Vaidyz opines
that they represent another horde of Aryans who entered India
through the valleys of Himalayas from the North-East at a much
later date and came 1nto confhict with the settled Aryans in
the Gangetic plains

Dahlman thinks that the war 1s an allegory and represents
the eternal conflict between the justice and right and 1njustice
and wrong  This 1s due to Chnistian bias of mind It may be
noted that Dharma (Yudhisthir) 1s not a paragon of virtue
Dharma and Duryodhana cannot be compared to Christ and the
Devil It may be noted that the same explanation 1s offered 1n
the case of Rama and Ravana by others

The mythological explanation, viz, Kunti=the earth,
Karna=ear of corn, Krsna=prercing intellect, Pindvas=
ammal hingdom, needs no refutation. It shows too planly how
easily human intelligence succumbs to temptations offered by the
magic wand of fancy and becomes its willing slave eternally,

Some would believe that the original hero was Karna  He
was superseded by Pindavas in the revised version  This 1s
purcly 1nstinctive and cannot be established by facts

v The whole trouble has arisen owing to the fact that Pandavas
are not mentioned in the sacred books Satapatha Brihmana
mentions Arjuna as 2 favourite name ¢f Indra It also mentions
Subhadrd, this 1sall  On the other hand Kurus as a race 1s
very old, Aitareya, Satapatha and Gopatha Brahmanas allude
to Janamejaya, son of Parkgit, as being absolved from
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yo by the performance of Rijasiiya. Lalitdvistira
~dndavas as a mountain tribe.

When we turn to the other epic we find many scholars
offering allcgorical and mythical explanations. ‘The reason is
obvious. When we find many supernatural cvents in any place
we suspect its historical worth. Rivapa with ten heads and
twenty arms, the size of Kumbhakarna, the feats of Hanumat
and Vili arc of the same type. Certain characters are Vedic in
name. Sharami, the companion of Sitd in her exile, plays the
role of a messenger of Indra at the court of Panis in Rgveda,
Vrédkapi in Rgveda who plays pranks with Indrépi and
destroys the festival or sacrifice (of Indrini?) very likely
suggests the figure of Hantimat who sets fire to Lankd. Sita is
nothing but the furrow on the sacred spot out of which she is
said to be born. It is not so casy to banish the personality of
Riama. However he is identificd with the moon. The ups and
downs in his carcer represent the waxing and waning of the moon.
Fourtcen years of exile correspond to the dark fortnight. His
return to the capital symbolises the appearance of the new
moon. Sitd is only his splendour ( Laksmi ).

The critics often forget that Ramiyana is neither purely a
work on history nor on mythology. Itis a combination of both
worked by a genius into a harmonious whole. For historical
purposes we must separate the two clements. Slow but steady
penetration of the Aryans in south India is the one ‘outstanding
fact revealed by the epic ; and it is impossible to controvert the
same by any argument. If we hold fast to this clue it is not
difficult to shift fact from the mass of fiction. There should not
be any doubt as regards the war. It was a struggle between the
Aryans and the Dravidians or non-Aryans, whatever might be
the cause.

Janaka the philosopher king of the Upanisads is a distant
predecessor of Janaka II, the father of Sita. They are separated
by the duration of 18 generations. This indicates that Rama’s
period is posterior to the period of older Upanisads by
about 400 years?

The old tribes and their kingdoms :—The centre of Rg-
vedic culture was between the river Saraswati and the Driéad-
vati. During the’ period of the Brihmanas it is shifted to
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Kuruksetra The western tribes lose their importance o
power and are spoken of with contethpt 1n Astareya and Sata-
patha Brihmanas  Saraswati continues to be the scene of long
sacrifical sessions for some time  The most prominent tribes
are the Kurus and the Pificilas  Kurus occupied a munor posi-
tion during the Vedic period. Rgveda mentions them tndirectly
(cf Kaumyana) Snifijayas were closely allied to Kurus as they
had a common Purohita for some time. The once powerful
Bhiratas have lost their supremacy along with Purus  The
following kings belonging to Bharata tribe are noted «
1 Satrdpta who defeats the king of hass

2 TPratardana a descendant of Divodas,
who attached the Vatsas (Haihayas) to
avenge the death of hus kinsmen

There was a family feud between the two farmlies  Hajha-

yas, the rulers of Vatsa and Bharatas who were st the head of
Kashis  Haryasva was defeated in a bloody battle on the junc-
tion of the Jumna and the Ganges by Hathayas Sudeva succeed.
ed Harya§va He met the same fate at the hands of Vatsas
Divodasa succeeded Sudeva  He founded the city of Viranad
on the northern bank of the Ganges Haihayas again attacked
him. Divodisa was worsted 1n the fight and had to run away
from the city. He took refuge at the hermitage of Bhiradvaja,
his preceptor  Through Bhiradvaja's favour he got a son
(Pratardana) who fell upon the Vatsas in their own capital and
completely routed them ? According to a Brahmana narratsve
he met his death on the battlefield.

Bhiaratas

3 Daufant1 ‘anquishes Satvantas on the banks of the

Ganges and Jumna  The first great king of

Kurus hurus 1s Parhshit The hangdom prospered

exceedingly 1in his reign 1  Pritisutvana

(Pratsérava) and Pratips are his grandson and great-grandson.

Janamejaya 18 3 descendant in the same line whose Horse

sacnifice 15 described 1n Satapatha  The caputal of Janamejaya
was Asandisant.

Magpira, 2 Kuru-king not found in the epic list 1 noted hy

& Brihmana  Sanvarana was defeated by Pafcilas and was

forced to retreat to the river Indus near the mountains, Vasigtha
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came to his help and led the Bhiratas (followers of Sanvarapa )
back to their own country in glory, It is likely that the Vedic
tribe (the Bharatas) was, during the Brihmana period, partially
amalgamated with the Kurus and later on became identical with
the latter. The rivalry for supremacy, between the Kurus and
the Pificilas, is as old as early Brihmana period.

The ancient name of the tribe is Krivis. It is a mixed tribe.
Grierson's view viz. the Kurus are pro-
Paificilas Brahmanical and later immigrants, com-
pared with the older Pificdla tribe which
represents anti-Brahmanical warrior spirit is not borne out by
the epic. The theory that Paficiilas are non-Aryans is worth
investigation (Pancha + Ala (cal)). The people may have some
sprinkling of Dravidian blood in their veins.
The following names are recorded in Brihmana literature :—
Kraivya and Shona (son of Satrisiha) as performers of the
ASvamedha. Pravahana Jaivali is a philosopher and a king holding
discussions with the learned at his court,

The Janhus and the Yidavas to which Vi§vimitra and

Krsna belong are sub-divisions of Kurus.??

Other tribes The capital of Yadavas was Mathurd. They

gave it up and fled to Kathiawar and settled

at Dwiarkd for fear of the invasion of Jarisandha, king of
Magadha,

In the south the following people are mentioned: The
Va$as, the USinaras and Satvants. During the epic USinaras
were also known as Sibis after a king of that name. Sibi
occurs as a name of the author of a hymn in Rgveda, This
indicates the high antiquity of the people. Coins, bearing the
legend Mazamikdya Sivijanapadasa, are found.

Other kingdoms in the south are the Nisadhas and
Vaidarbhas.!®

In the extreme North beyond the Himalayas there were the
Uttara-Kurus and Uttara-Madras. The former were invincible
and were practically cut off from the main current of Aryan cul-
ture owing to difficulty of communications.** The.Kurus proper
migrated southwards where they remained on the plateau. The
.gradual march of the Brahmanical civilization from the West to
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the East 1s described through a legend 1n: Satapatha (1.4 1)
Mithava Videgha carried Agot Vaidvinara in his mouth, His
priest uttered a verse 1in pratse of Agni and st fell down from the
king’s mouth. At this time he was on the bank of Saraswati,
Agni went on burning the earth towards the East. The kingand
his priest followed him  Agni came as far as Sadanira (Gunduck)
Brahmans did not cross the river in former times thinking 1t had
not been burnt by Agni... Now-a-days there are many Brahmans
to the East of the river, which formed the boundary between
Kosala and Videha,'* Atharva Veda knows of Magadha and Anga
as distant lands  The reputation of Magadhas as minstrels 1s
very old It 1s suggested that Kibatas of Rgveda may be the
wnhabitants of this country They are also identified with
Vrityas of the Brihmana period  They display anti.Brahmanical
trats throughout the pre-epic and the epic period **  The pecple{
of Magadha play a very impostant part in the religious revolt
against Brahmanism led by Buddha, Jar@sandha made 1t a sove-
reign power 1n North India for some time. The Bhojas, a new "
tribe, were 1n alliance with Magadhas  Videha was formed into’
a kingdom at the time of Tandya Brahmapa®® by Nami, During
the Upanusadic period it was a flourishing state It became the
centre of culture and learning under the patronage of Janaka 1
Kosalas were divided into Kosala_ proper and North Kosala
The solar dynasty, founded bmﬁfﬁmﬁr&
1ts capital, ruled over the former  The two kingdoms may have
been united during the reign of Dafarstha after his marnage
with Kausalyd  Satapatha notes $ilvas and Katkayas for the
first time as western tribes  This shows that there was a regu-
far influx of the new tribes from the West as the older ones
penctrated further into the South and East A $ilva King)
figures 1in M. Bhirata  Kaikeyi belong« to the other tribe
Matsyas are coupled with Silvas in Gopatha Brihmanpa. Aryan,
colonization of Sindh 15 older than the Brihmaga period *:
Jayadratha takes 1 prominent part in the Bhirata war Kuéa of®
Videha pushed further East and founded 2 kingdom on the bank
of Sona.” In M Bharata Kamarapa {(Assam) and its ruler
Bhagdatta are mentioned. Bilhika and Giandhira are both
western countries, ‘The former ts contemptuously referred to in
the epic and the Braihmagas ™  Aitareya Brihmana refers to a
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number of non-Aryan tribes in the episode of Hari§candra™
The Aryan settlers had to struggle very hard with the aborigines
whom they called Asuras, Raksasas, Nagas and Sarpas. Sata-
patha vividly depicts the conflict between them: Asuras con-
quered the world by defeating the gods. They then began distri-
buting and measuring the land from West to East: Gods approach-
cd them desirous of getting some share, They placed Visnu
at their head. They requested the Asuras to give them a share
in the land. Whercupon the latter replied in malice, “You shall
have as much share of land as is covered by Visnpu”.?* In the
end the Gods pushed back the Asuras in all directions and occu-
pied their country. The Sarpas and the Nigas are two distinct
but allied non-Aryan tribes. Arjuna married three Niga
Maidens. Agastya had a Sarpa mother. The Nigas had a number
‘of settlements on the northern bank of the Ganges but their
greatest city was Taxild, founded by Taksaka. The incident of
the burning of Khindava forest reveals the fact of a whole-sale
massacre of the Sarpas with great cruelty by Arjuna. The new
conquerors wanted free land for expansion and they resorted to
such wicked means when it was not possible to get it by using
gentler methods. The Nigas must have given a lot of trouble to
the new-comers by looting their cattle and women. Their posi-
tion was impregnable when they were once in-side their natural
fortress. Orissa, East Bengal and Assam were also the homes of
the Nagas.? Gitid refers to their greatest kings Ananta and
Vasuki.* During the epic and the Brahmanic period the Aryans
were not so much afraid of the Nagas and the Sarpas as they
were of the Asuras and the Riksasas. The latter had wrought
such a terrible havoc in the Aryan fold from the days of Rgveda
that they (the Aryans) never forgave them. At the beginning
of every religious rite they wished doom and destruction to
their eternal enemies.”® The Dasyus or Disas may be a distinct
non-Aryan tribe or a generic.name for any foreign tribe.

India was divided into a large number of principalities.
Each kingdom covered an area of about
four modern districts. Some kingdoms
were smaller than a district. There was
an eternal conflict for sovereign power between powerful king-

The Government of the
Country
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doms Generally the supreme power was satisfied 1f the
feudatories offered a fixed tribute by way of presents on cere-
monial oceasions ™ The paramount power did mot 1nterfere
with the internal administration of petty states Every state
had a population which spoke the same language and were united
by the ties of blood They had a homogeneous culture and
traditions Under these circumstances bonds of friendship or
hostility between neighbouring states continued for centuries
Lvery state was ruled by a chief or hing whose office was here-
ditary The form of government was limited monarchy The
powers of the king were restricted 1n religious and legal matters
by the authorty of Purohita and the royal clan  The land could
not be given as a gift by a hing without the previous sanction of
the clan during the Brahmapa pertod ® There was a popular
assembly for the whole state mainly composed of the martil
chieftains and the learned Brahmans  Repeated mention of the
expulsion of unpopular hings proves that the nobihity and thet
clergy exercised real control on the affairs of state and acted as
a wholesome check 1n case of misrule We find a simuilar instance
1n the political condition of medieval Europe when the hand of |
the Church and the nobility 1n political matters was felt very !
strongly ** At the time of coronation the hing had to take an
oath before all that he would forfeit everything his gifts, good
deeds, life and offspings, if he played false to the priest The
oath 1s mutual in haushitaks, showing clearly the close assuveia
tion of Brahma and hshatra® Tt implies an indirect promise
that the hing would not violate the old Aryan traditions and
would safeguard the status and prerogatives of the priests
There were very few states conducted on a republican basis with
an elected chief  They were small tribes known as Gramas
and Ganas*! They compare favourably with the city states of
ancient Greece  Buddha praises the republican spinit of Lichav:
clan and compares their assembly with that of the gods They
had 7707 rulers of the royal clan  They formed the principal
assembly at Vesali, their capital It had an elected president
who performed the functions of the crown Sakyas had a
similar constitution  The following information can be gleaned
from the organisation and working of Buddhist church about the
worhing of the popular assemblies during the epic period
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(i) Rules were laid down regarding the moving of resolu-
tions.
(ii) Quorum was fixed.
(iii) Open voting and voting by ballot were known,

(iv) A Committee was appointed to discuss a complicated
issue and in case it did not come to a decision the
matter was considered in the full assembly.

(v) Rules were laid down for the legalisation of the Acts
done by an illegally constituted assembly.

There is a dialogue between Dharma and Bhisma in Santi
Parva where the causes of the downfall and prosperity of the
republican bodies are discussed. It is suggested that the
Ganas should exalt worthy men in the state and be firmly united
under the guidance of their leaders (Mukhyas). Factions and
mutual jealousy would ruin them.®

Yadavas had also a republican form of government. Fifty
six Kotis of Yadavas are local organizations having one
supreme body. Hereditary kings looked down upon the chiefs
of these republics as they were not crowned like kings. That
is why Krsna the leader of the Yadava clans was inferior in
status in the eyes of Siupila and others.

Bodily defect such as blindness, lameness and incurable
disease made a man unfit for the office of

The King the king. A person could be set aside for
his general incompetence. Karpa quotes

three different sources from which a King may be elected.3* In
case of incompetency a brave soldier or an efficient general
became the ruler. Women were debarred from holding the office
of the king permanently.®® The rule of primogeniture was usu-
ally adhered to.3° ‘

Taittirlya Samhitad and Brahmana supply the list of officers
present at the time of coronation. (1) They

The Cabinet or the are : Purohita, (2)Raijanya, (3) Mahisi, (4)
executive council Vavita, (5) Parivrikti, (6) Siita, (7) Senini,
(8) Gramani, (9) Ksattri, (10) Sangrihitri,

11) Bhagadugha, (12) Aksavapa. Tandya gives -only 8 officers
whereas Satapatha gives 10 only with a slight difference.’" The
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Lxecutive cduncil of Dharma had 8 members including the Ling
himself They were all appointed by him

1 Bluma Vice regent corresponding to the prime minister
and Rajanya or Rijabhriaty of the Brahmanas

2 Vidura * Political and foreign secretary

3 Safijaya Auditor general and finance secretary

4 Nakula Head of the royal forces, controller of food
stuffs and pay master

5 Szhadeva Aid-de camp and private secretary

6 Arjuna Home secretary {Internal and external defence)
and Superintendent of prisons etc

7 Dhaumya Head of the relgious department legal
adviser etc

8 Dharma (King) Highest tribunal and the head of the
cabinet He was advised and helped by jurors and Purohitas

This 1s certainly an improvement over the older system of
Brahmanas The queens, 1t appears, had a direct hand in the
admnistration of the country Duning the epic times they
lose thesr importance considerably ®® Thetr indirect nfluence
and power are however much dreaded

Ramayana gives 8 officers 1n the kingdom on whom the king
18 to heep a watch through three spies each  The eleven officers
who are not members of the cabinet are under one or the other
member of the body ® The cabinet exercised great influence
on the administration and senved as a check on the hings
wilful conduct The relation between the king and the
cabinet was simular to that between the viceroy and his council
1 India  The king dared not override their unznimous decision

There was a bigger body to frame the laws and decide the
pohicy for the state It consisted of

Thelegulative Council 4 DBrahmanas, 8 Ksattiyas, 21 Vadyas,
3 Sudras and 1Suta (in all 29 members)

Out of this body the king selected 8 ministers for the transaction
of ordinary business ** Manu (VIT 54) recommends 2 counest
of 8 mimisters including the pume munister, who 1s a learned
Beihmapa  The hing 1s advised to cousult them indnidually
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and jointly before taking any mcasure.r* Their decision was
not binding on the king but it carried great weight.

The village administration was vested in the headman who
was assisted by the village council, It
Units of administration was the smallest unit in the kingdom. Ten
villages had one supervising officer. Two
groups of ten had another. A third ruled over a hundred
villages. Ten such groups had the highest officer.*” The headman
was responsible to his superior and had the following duties :
collection of taxes, keeping law and order, trying petty civil
and criminal disputes, maintenance of a land record etc. He
had four assistants. The village enjoyed freedom in internal
affairs and the state had very few occasions to interfere in
these matters.”s Jatakas throw considerable light on the relation
between the local council and the headman. A certain chief
prohibited slaughter of animals and another the sale of strong
drinks; the villagers protested against these regulations on
grounds of long standing custom. His orders were repealed by
the higher authorities. One headman, who allowed the robbers
to loot the village, was degraded to the rank of a slave.** The
whole village was jointly responsible for the loss of the cattle
of an individual and had to make good the loss. The king
punished that village where Brihmanas who were unobservant of
their duties, and ignorant of the Vedas subsisted by begging.*®

Ramdyana depicts the following picture. There were no
widows, no misers and no disputes even

An ldeal King and State among women ; all were virtuous and law-
abiding. Long descriptions of a general

state of prosperity are found in both the epics when the country
is ruled by a just and wise king.*® He is advised to behave like
a pregnant woman taking care of his state at the cost of his personal
likes and dislikes even as she concentrates all her attention on
the safety of the foetus. He is not to hate Brahmanas. He is to
be impartial in giving justice.!” Safeguarding the structure of
the social orders and castes is an extremely important matter for
him.®® He should be ready to sacrifice even his life in order to
maintain his reputation and to please his subjects. He should
observe sanctity of contracts, especially gifts of land etc.** ‘1In
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the interest of cows and Brahmana’ was a2 slogan during the epic
He 1s warned against infurtating his subjects by levying heavy tax-
ation The fire created by the friction resulting from the oppres.
s1on of people would not only destroy the king but would rutn hus
whole family A straightforward policy 15 not always possible for
tm*®  He 1s not to touch the wealth of 2 Brahmana (by taxation)
under any finaneal or political ensis  He should pay equal
attention to the three Purusarthas and should not confide his
secrete to women ' He was not to indulge 1n charity at the

expense of public exchequer®® He should guard himself from
excessive indulgence 1n women, gambling, hunting and drink

He should be nesther too strict nor too lenient 1n dealing with his
servants  Above all he should be ever watchful and alert’®  The
doctrine of divine nature of the hing was impressed on the people

He 15 1dentified with Visnu, Indra or Eight guardian deities %
The political conditions were more stable during the epic There
15 2n evidence of prosperity all round due to growth of trade and
commerce The hing usurped more powers and grew despotic

‘This 15 due partly to the estrangement between the two ruling
communities the Brihmanas and the Ksatriyas The incidents
of dethronement of kings are generally pre epic®® The idea of
dvinity naturally made them irresponsible in course of time

Creation of 2 mercenary standing army meant less power for
the members of the royal clan **

The practice of wergeld was current from the days of
Rgveda A man 1s called Satadaya ( one

Admnusteation of justice who can be ransomed for hundred cows
and the penal cods or the price of hus blood 15 equal to that
amount ) SunagSepa 1s purchased by

TRobata from hus father for a hundred cows as a substitute for
lis Iife  This leads us to the inference that if 8 man 1n a high
social position commutted a murder he had the chance of saving
himself by payment or by giving another person  An Aryan was
reduced to the status of a slave for his cnme  He could win
back his freedom by the same practice ' Pressing of Soma sym-
bolically represents the slaughter of 2 warnor The sacnficer
atones for his crime to the gods by offering a hundred cows
Sints parva gives different pumshments for the murder of



14 V., V. DIXIT [P.O.Vol. VI

different castesmen, ¢. g. a man killing a Vaiéya was punished
with two years’ penance and a ransom of 100 cows and
one bull. The same ransom with one year penance sufficed
for Stdra® Brahmanas reccived preferential treatment in law.
They were never punished with the decapitation or death for
any crime. The maximum punishment for them was branding
and exile.” A Brihmana murderer however is looked upon as
the highest sinner.

Sexual union between the father and the daughter, and
brother and sister was punished with death.® Decapitation was
prescribed for simple theft." Theft of gold, drinking liquor (for
a Brihmana ), adultery, abortion are other serious offences.”
A less serious view was taken of adultery during the age of the
Brahmanas.”® Heretics and those who broke the law of caste
were strictly dealt with."* Treachery to the king (state) is
recognised as a capital offence.® Trial by the fire ordeal in a
eivil case is noted by Tandya Brihmana ( 14-6-6 ). Vatsa was
accused to be the son of a slave woman by his rival. He walked
through fire and established the purity of his blood. Chéndogya
mentions a general case of theft where the accused is compelled
to hold a red-hot axe in his hands. Later law-books give the,
ordeals of a balance, water;, etc. They were resorted to in
absence of any witness. But such cases were extremely few.
The procedure of trial was systematised during the epic period.
The village courts could fine a cultivator for neglect of work and
expel ( or fine ) a thief or an adulterer out of the village. Serious
cases of robbery and murder were excluded from their jurisdic-
tion. These were sent to divisional courts. The highest tribunal
was in the capital of the state. The work of the courts was
shared by guilds, religious, and corporate bodies who decided
cases by Arbitration when authorised by the king, The king
enforced their decisions and heard appeals from them.®” These
bodies enjoyed greater latitude when the central authority was
less organised.® Besides these there was the ecclesiastical
council which was empowered to decide points of -law. It con-
sisted of ten members who were specialists in. different branches
of law® Tt seems that the council acted .only when any:
matter was referred to them by the government or the people.’
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M Bharata lays down some general principles for the gmdance
of law courts™ (1) Acts done 1n a state of nsanity should
be condoned , (u) If an offence 15 repeated a second time the
culprit deserves death penalty though 1t ( offence ) be not grave
Furst offence should be condoned, (in) Those who commit an
offence deliberately and deny having done so should recene
drastic punishment even for a shght crime , (1) There 15 no
penalty for killing a man in self defence under certain cir-
cumstances In some Republican states the procedure of trial was
different  The accused had to pass through six different courts,
but the highest court alone had the power to convict lam  Any
fower court could acquit him 1f he was found innocent ™

The army was divided 1nto four distinct branches (1) Those
who fought in charots, (u) Cavalry,

Defence (111} Those who fought riding on elephants ,
(1v) Foot soldiers  Although elephants are

mentioned by the Brahmapas {cf Ibhya Grama) the science
of using them 1n warfare 1s not developed Simlarly casvalry
was not organsed 1nto a division  Poor members of Kshatriya
caste along with free non Aryans formed the bulk of infantsy
Some Brahmanas tooh to miltary profession in preference
to priestly functions Besides these there were the drum
beaters musicians and sappers and miners drawn mostly from
Sudras™  The nobility fought 1n chariots with bow and arrows
This was the most important part of the royal forces Superio-
ity in this branch decided the fate of a battle The infantry
used broad axes and swords 1n ancient days  In the epic 1t used
vanous weapons ™ A Rathin recerved 1000 coins a month, others
recewved less ™ The smallest unit 1s Patti containing 1 chariot,
1 elephant, 3 horses and 5 foot soldters  Alsauhim 15 the
largest umt ™ Importance of maling payments regularly was
absolutely necessary, otherwise the army would grow discontent-
ed™ It was considered safe to fight an enemy whose strength
was 3rd less ™ Soldiers from different countries were conversant
with special modes of fichting The Gandharas and Sindhu-
Sauviras had speciabised 1n jJavelins, Ufinaras were noted for
their steadiness and could handle all weapeans, Yawanas,
Rimbhojas and people around Mathura were excellent at duels
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different castesmen, ¢, £. a man killing a Vai$ya was punished
with two years’ penance and a ransom of 100 cows and
one bull. The same ransom with onc year penance sufficed
for Stdra®® Brihmanas received preferential treatment in law.
They were never punished with the decapitation or death for
any crime. The maximum punishment for them was branding
and exile.” A Brahmana murderer however is looked upon as
the highest sinner.

Sexual union between the father and the daughter, and
brother and sister was punished with death.®® Decapitation was
prescribed for simple theft.” Theft of gold, drinking liquor ( for
a Brahmana ), adultery, abortion are other serious offences.’?
A less serious view was taken of adultery during the age of the
Brahmanas.® Heretics and those who broke the law of caste
were strictly dealt with.”* Treachery to the king ( state) is
recognised as a capital offence.”® Trial by the fire ordeal in a
eivil case is noted by Tapdya Brahmana ( 14-6.6 ). Vatsa was
accused to be the son of a slave woman by his rival. He walked
through fire and established the purity of his blood. Chindogya
mentions a general case of theft where the accused is comgpelled
to hold a red-hot axe in his hands. Later law-books give the.
ordeals of a balance, water, etc. They were resorted to in
absence of any witness. But such cases were extremely few.
The procedure of trial was systematised during the epic period.
The village courts could fine a cultivator for neglect of work and
expel ( or fine ) a thief or an adulterer out of the village. Serious
cases of robbery and murder were excluded from their jurisdic-
tion.®® These were sent to divisional courts, The highest tribunal
was in the capital of the state. The work of the courts was
shared by guilds, religious, and corporate bodies who decided
cases by Arbitration when authorised by the king. The king
enforced their decisions and heard appeals from them.’ These
bodies enjoyed greater latitude when the central authority was
less organised.®® Besides these there was the ecclesiastical
council which was empowered to decide points of law. It con:
sisted of ten members who were specialists in: different branches
of law” Tt seems that the council acted .only when any:
matter was referred to them by the government or the people.™
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M Bharata lays down some general principles for the guidance
of law courts ™ (1) Acts done 1n a state of insamity should
be condoned ; (u) If an offence 1s repeated a second time the
culprit deserves death penalty though 1t (offence ) be not grave.
Tirst offence should be condoned, (i) Those who commit an
offence deliberately and deny having done so should recewve
drastic punishment even for a shght crime , {1v} There 15 no
penalty for killing a man in self-defence under certain cir-
cumstances In some Republican states the procedure of trial was
different  The accused had to pass through six different courts,
but the highest court atone had the power to convict him  Any
lower court could acquit him if he was found 1nnocent ™

The army was divided 1nto four distinct branches (1) Those
who fought in chanots, (u) Cavalry;

Defence (11) Those who fought riding on elephants ,
(1v) Doot-soldiers  Although elephants are

mentioned by the Brihmapas (cf. Ibhya Grima) the science
of using them 1n warfare 1s not developed Stmilarly cavalry
was not organised into a division  Poor members of Kshatriya
caste along with free non-Aryans formed the bulk of infantry
Some Brihmanas tooh to milnary profession in preference
to priestly functions Besides these there were the drum
heaters, musicians and sappers and miners drawn mostly from
Sudras ™ The nobility fought 1n chariots with bow and arrows.
‘This was the most important part of the royal forces Superio-
nity 1n this branch decided the fate of a battle The infantry
used broad axes and swords 1n ancient days  In the epic 1t used
various weapons ** A Rathin recesved 10C0 carns a month, others
recened less™  The smallest unit 1s Patts contauning 1 chanot,
1 elephant, 3 horses and 5 foot soldiers  Ablsauhini 1s the
Targest unit.” Importance of making payments regularly was
absolutely necessary, otherwise the army would grow discontent-
ed.™ It was considered safe to fight an enemy whose strength
was 3rd less,™ Soldicrs from different countries were cons ersant
with special modes of fichting  The Giandhiras and Sindhu.
Sauviras had speetalised 1n javelins, USinaras were noted for
their steadiness and could handle all weapeans, Yawanas,
Kambhojas and people around Mathuri were excellent at duels
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different castesmen, c¢. g. a man killing a Vaiya was punished
with two years’ penance and a ransom of 100 cows and
one bull. The same ransom with one year penance sufficed
for Sudra.”® Brahmanas received preferential treatment in law.
They were never punished with the decapitation or death for
any crime. The maximum punishment for them was branding
and exile.”” A Brihmana murderer however is looked upon as
the highest sinner. '

Sexual union between the father and the daughter, and
brother and sister was punished with death.” Decapitation was
prescribed for simple theft." Theft of gold, drinking liquor (for
a Brahmana ), adultery, abortion are other serious offences.”
A less serious view was taken of adultery during the age of the
Brahmanas.®® Heretics and those who broke the law of caste
were strictly dealt with.®* Treachery to the king (state) is
recognised as a capital offence.”® Trial by the fire ordeal in a
eivil case is noted by Tindya Brahmana (14-6.6 ). Vatsa was
accused to be the son of a slave woman by his rival. He walked
through fire and established the purity of his blood. Chandogya
mentions a general case of theft where the accused is compelled
to hold a red-hot axe in his hands. Later law-books give the.
ordeals of a balance, water; etc. They were resorted to in
absence of any witness. But such cases werc extremely few.
The procedure of trial was systematised during the epic period.
The village courts could fine a cultivator for neglect of work and
expel ( or fine ) a thief or an adulterer out of the village. Serious
cases of robbery and murder were excluded from their jurisdic-
tion.® These were sent to divisional courts. The highest tribunal
was in the capital of the state. The work of the courts was
shared by guilds, religious, and corporate bodies who decided
cases by Arbitration when authorised by the king. The king
enforced their decisions and heard appeals from them.”" These
bodies enjoyed greater latitude when the central authority was
less organised.® Besides these there was the ecclesiastical
council which was empowered to decide points of law. It con:
sisted of ten members who were specialists in. different branches
of law.”” Tt seems that the council acted .only when any
matter was referred to them by the government or the people.™



Nos 1,2] RELATION OF EPICS TO BRAHMANA LITERATURE 15

M Bhirata lays down some general principles for the guidance
of Jaw courts ™ (1) Acts done 1n a state of insamity should
be condoned ; (n) If an offence 15 repeated a second time the
culprit deserves death penalty though 1t ( ofience ) be not grave.
First offence should be condoned, (i) Those who commit an
offence deliberately and deny having done so should recewve
drastic punishment even for a slight crime (1v) There 1s no
penalty for killing a man tn self-defence under certain cir-
cumstances In some Republican states the procedure of trial was
different  The accused had to pass through six different courts,
but the highest court alone had the power to convict um  Any
lower court could acquit hamif he was found 1pnocent ™

The army was divided 1nto four distinct branches . (1) Those
who fought 1n chanots, (u) Cavalry;

Defence (1) Those who fought riding on elephants ,
(1v) Foot-soldiers ~ Although elephants are

mentioned by the Brihmapas (cf. Ibhya Grima) the science
of using them in warfare 1s not developed Sumilarly cavalry
was not organised 1nto 2 division  Poor members of Kshatriya
caste along with free non-Aryans formed the bulk of infantry.
Some Brihmanas took to military profession 1n preference
to priestly functions Besides these there were the drum-
beaters, musicians and sappers and miners drawn mostly from
Sudras ™ The nobility fought 1n chariots with bow and arrows.
This was the most important part of the royal forces Superio-
rty 1n this branch decided the fate of a battle The infantry
used broad axes and swords 1n ancient days  In the epic it used
various weapons ™ A Rathin recewved 10C0 coins a month, others
received less™  The smallest umit 1s Patts contauning 1 charot,
1 elephant, 3 horses and 5 foot soldiers  Aksashim s the
largest unit.™  Importance of maling payments regularly was
absolutely necessary, otherwise the army would grow discontent~
ed.™ It was considered safe to fight an enemy whose strength
was $rd less.™ Soldiers from dufferent countries were consersant
with special modes of fichting The Giandhiras and Sindhu-
Bauviras had specialised in javelins, USinaras were noted for
their steadiness and could handle all weapeans, Yawanas,
Kimbhojas and people around Mathurd were excellent at duels
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(Niyudha) ; Southerners were good swordsmen. Various mental
and physical tests are given, indicative of valour.”™ As the king-
doms are mostly inland naval force is out of question.’’ Princi-
pal cities were fortified and surrounded with a moat and bridge.
For internal security military stations were kept in important
villages B

Land revenue : All arable land was classified under three
groups. The owner had to pay the ¢, &, or ¥
Sources of income share of the crops to the state according to
the fertility of the land. Cattle-breeders
paid 3th of the increment in the live stock. Villagers had to
pay +th of the produce of timber, honey and fruit?? State labour :
Every artisan had to work 12 days in a year for the state so also’
all labourers (Stidras).®® Merchants were taxed according to the
value of the merchandise they sold.  Shipping duties were paid
in kind., Income tax was levied at the rate of half per cent on
profit. In towns legal fines were collected in coins.®® States
maintained cattle farms of their own which yielded considerable
revenues.?® Special brands were used to distinguish state cattle
rom the private., A royalty was levied on mines. Actors and
courtezans gave personal service to the state like artisans.
Revenue from gambling halls and liquor shops added much
money to the state treasury.37 When the state trezsury was
completely drained owing to wars and famines an emérgency tax
was levied on all wealthy people.® The state worked as a
central bank lending money to merchants and farmers on
interest® which formed an important item of income.

Heads of expenditure : (i) Private purse was fixed. (ii) Defence
absorbed a good deal of money. (iii) Sacrifices and charity are
included under public expenses. Brahmans revolted when this
head was curtailed by the king.”* (iv) Public works. (v) Civil
services ; Narada recommends the ratio of 4 : 3 between Income
and Expenditure.®?

. Foreign policy: Kanikaniti contains a synopsis of the
policy to be followed by a state (king) towards its rivals. It is
frankly unscrupulous. Recourse to poison, treachery and ruth-
less murder of all political enemies is recommended. A thorough
spy system ought to be maintained by the state. Public gardens,
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monasteries, temples, drinking houses, holy shrines, nvers,
forests etc were haunted by spies disguised as ascetics, blind-
men, beggars etc to get information  Greatest value 13 placed
1n commanding the followers with tact and heeping the counsel

ecret*® In fact international morality was very low as at had
been ever for ages all over the world,

The 1dea of kingship was deeply rooted in the hearts of the
Aryans ever since early Vedic period  The
General remarks stitution became sacrosanct by the time
of the epic Anarchy was dreaded and
feared as the greatest calamity ** There 15 a world of difference
between a king in the epic and a king 1n the Brahmana period |
The former grew more and more autocratic as Brahmans formed
a rigid caste and became priests merely ‘The balance of power‘
was thereby disturbed A general sense of weakness in an
average subject 1s noticeable 1n the epics  This may be attri-
buted to increased prospenty, greater safety, climate and the
theory of state all taken together People seldom used their
theoretical mght to revolt against the monarch on account)
of misrule

RELIGION

Prajapati created first of all Brahman (Holy word or Logos)
out of which heaven and earth were made ¥
Cosmelogy He was alone but desired to be many, He
practised penance and created birds and
men, who 2re nearest to him They perished Secondly he
created small creeping animals they also perished He created
big reptiles who met the same fate  Then he reflected and found
out that the want of food 13 the cause of their destruction. So
he created milk before the birth of amimals on the breasts of
females Thus they lived  DMilk 1s food and food 1s creatures ™
The Asat { nebulous form of existence) consisted of seven
vatal forces (Rishayas) They could not fashion the unnerse
separately. They joincd together and generated Prajdpat: out of
Apas ( the nebulous form of the cosmos}  An egg came out of
Apas  Agnt burst forth from the egg  The liqud portion of
the egg was comverted into a horse  The crackling sound
2
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became the ass. The liquid sticking to shell was transformed
into a goat. The shell itself became the earth, The pair
Agni and Bhiimi generate wind. Wind and Atmosphere generate
the sun and so on till the creation is complete.”® All accounts
agree in putting a conscious life-force, which is eternal, at the
root of creation. The exact reclation betwcen the nebulous
existence and this Primeeval power is kept vague, In the later
philosophical systems this vagucness gave rise to different
interpretations. Sankhya system postulates two eternal forces
which are partly independent and partly interdependent on
one another, In the Brahmana period material and spiritual
force was considered to be of the same nature. The Act of
creation and sacrifice are inseparable.®

Prajipati is a typical sacrificer who sacrifices in order to
remove exhaustion after the work of crea-

Sacrifice tion. It brought him food and joy. It is
the most precious gift handed over to

mortals by him. Sacrifice is identified with different deities.*
* It is on a higher moral ground than the primitive totemism in
which people tried to bring kinship with animals and thus to get
all the supernatural powers by partaking of their flesh and blood
in order to assimilate all their qualities directly. It was a sort
of communion between the tribe and the animal (common
descent was traced). It was not killed for lust or desire for
food. Vedic sacrifice shows traces of this feeling. The cow,
regarded as sacred, was offered. It is the very sacredness in
the cow that made it the fittest victim.'®® Sacrifice on earth is
only a miniature representation of the divine sacrifice conducted
by the gods.'® Sacrificial Act is looked upon as a power superior
to the gods, who are dependent on it. Sacrifice is the instru-
ment through which the human sacrificer can bring them under
his control and get his desired object. 'The gods in fact
attained godhood through sacrifice.® Thus there is an element
of Magic in the sacrifice. Every object connected with its
performance contains divine essence and is endowed with
supernatural powers : the cups, the stones, the pillar, the cart,
the cooking pan, the fuel sticks, the bundle of holy grass, the two
generators of sacred fire and other objects are praised along
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with deitses  The food, that 1s left after sacrificing to the
deities, has marvellous powers of generation and 1s highly
fauded ¥® Tive sacred fires are born of five leaps of Virat (1ssue
of Prajapat) Ahavamya (for offermgs to the gods)is to the
East, Garhapatya {(for domestic rites) to the West, and Dak-
shindgn (for the Prtpis) to the South of the Altar, which 1s broad
on the West and the East and contracted in the middle The
remaining two are the nasembly fire and the kitchen fire 1 The
Prinds are 1dentified with first three fires 1 Speculations on
the nature of sacrifice contamed the seed of s destruction

Thus 1n Tait  Aranyaka the parts of sacnfice are identified with
human body ** Bharata enumerates seventeen constituents
of sacrifice. The use of hair, horn, hoof cowdung and milk
would make a cow-sacrifice A cow need not be hilled In Tait

Brah the symbolical act of besmearing Purodasha with the ash
of the cowdung enriches the sacrificer with cattle, for the
cowdung represents the cattle The epic carrses the symbolism
to 1ts logical conclusion by altogether dispensing with slaughter
of the victim  The influence of Upanishadic philosophy has also
modified the rehigious outlook of the epics A man exclaims, ‘1
shall sacnfice myself to mysell {my) progeny will not save me’
(3 A1 W) This direets the attack at the very root of the
system Sacrifice was as much tempting, 1f not more, because
of 1ts promse of cattle, corn and progeny to sts performer, as of
its hope of getting a comfortable seat 1n heaven Later on some
wise people lost their appetste for worldly enjoyments and
wished only to secure salvation after death  They discovered an
casy path of contemplation and meditation on the nature of the
soul or knowledge of self which would bring them to therr goal

The costly sacrifice with its round of slaughter of different
victims produced a nausea in their mind It was declared that
performance of saenfice was not the way to salvation '™ As the
word (sacnifice) was too deeply rooted 1n popular mind 1t was
retained but an entircly different meaning was attached to 1t 1n
place of the old one'™ ‘The ethical portions of M Bhirata
roundly denounce those who erect sacrificial pillars and eat flesh

Fuven the eating of consecrated flesh gives rise ato little sin - Use
of 2 corn victim1s recommended 1nstead of the lining one ' Non -
Mlling 1s greater than any other religious rite, 1t 1s the highest
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religion, Real sacrifice consists in charity, truth and penance.!®
Another method is invented whereby Vedic sacrifice is done
away with. Obscrvance of fast for different lengths of time
would be equivalent to the merit sccured from various sacrifices.
(Thus one meal a day for a year = Atiratra ; taking ith of the
normal quantity of food for four years = Vijapeya and so on )™
Throughout Brahmana period big sacrifices are connected with
the banks of certain rivers'’? (Saraswati, Jumna Ganges, etc.)
The rivers gained in sanctity owing to this historical connection.
As the sacrifices ceased they (Riverse) gained in importance.
Pilgrimage to these holy rivers and the shrines on their banks
was considered as religious as performance of sacrifices (in old
days).!®

The horse sacrifice, was performed by rich people and
princes, The horse is given a ceremonial
Popular sacrifices bath and after certain rites it is sent out
to wander for a year protected by armed
warriors, Vaishyas and—others. When the, party returns the
ceremony goes on for eight days. The victim is consecrated
and the three queens (wives) are asked to mark lines with
pointers on the body of the dead victim for the purpose of
dissection the next day. The crowned queen is called upon
by the priest to lie near the horse. She is covered by others
(queens) who stand near and encourage her. Thereby she gets
cattle and progeny.!'* Next day its flesh and fat are offered
to deities, Throughout the year there is music and songs. It
was performed to impress the people with awe and grandeur after
a decisive victory and to consolidate the royal power.

Rijasiiya has a similar purpose. It is the coronation cere-
mony. It lasts for 16 days. Téandya suggests twelve sacrifices
on twelve days at the residence of twelve °jewels of state’!S
This brought them into close union and lessened the chances of
treachery in the kingdom. Vajapeya is a chariot race and a drink-
ing bout. It is the privilege of the first two castes, The priests
wear gold necklaces, The warrior shoots seventeen arrows and
seventeen drums are beaten.’® It resembles a sham fight.
Gavamayana (yearly sacrifice) is the imitation of the annual motion
of the sun. The last ten days constitute Mahavrata, These are the
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days of revels when the tongue 1s let loose to conquer Prajapats
completely Brahmans play on the lute and sing songs along with
warriors ' At the end there 1s 2 dialogue between the priest
and a Shudra, the former mamtains that the sacnficers have
prospered and done nghteous deeds Shudra retorts they have
squandered wealth and done evil This 15 reminiscent of the
old struggle between the gods and the Asuras in which the gods
prevailed 3 The victims are, (1) horse, (2} cow or bull, (3) goat,
{4) ram or ewe, (5) man Human sacnfice was current during
the Brahmana period, but 1t had lost popularity and was dis-
couraged *** During the epic we hear of Sarpa Satra by Janame-
Jaya and Purushamedha by Jarisandha The former 1s incom

plete, and the latter did not take place Even Gomedha became
rare  The victims’ flesh and fut were shared by all after a
portion had been offered to the deities The worshippers are
thus brought into close union with them after death  There was
no ante thesis between the flesh and the spirst  The flesh when
assimilated 1nto the body of the sacrificer would direct his spirt
after death by the same path to heaven by which the spirit of
the victim had gone Elsewhere the victim 1s identified with
Prajapati and the sacrificer #°  The antethesis arose 1n the days
of Upanishada and was developed during the epic by a school of
philosephy which created a permanent gulf between the two?!™
The sacrifice was a power for good or evil It was used to destroy
or injure the enemy The sword like implement 1s thrown witha
wish to injure the person whom one hates ' Baladalbhya offers
his own flesh, and the prosperity of the kingdom of Dhritardshtra
dwindles with progress of sacnifice '® Sacnfice without the
presence of the wife was no sacrifice at all  In pre-Brahmamc
period women played more actave part m 1t This 1s explaned by
Jevons on the ground that women had a promtnent share un agn.
cultural operations  Sacrifice 1s closely related to Agriculture !
The women’s share in Mahdvrata, Rijasuya and Ashwamedha
has been already noticed  The sacnficer has to observe the vons
of celibacy, punity and truth along wath dietary restnictions

Above all fauth 1n 1ts efficacy 15 demanded of him

The altar 1s the holiest spot on the earth and the centre of
universal law It represents Leermity (Time) which 15 1dentified
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with Prajipati.!® In Hcbrew sanctuaries there was a pillar of
stone ncar the alter on which the blood of the victim was
sprinkled. It was the visible embodiment of the presence of
Deity. ‘Lhis was transformed into the course of time intoa
statuc and the wooden pillar (Yipa) was made into an idol!*®
The cult of sacrifice was felt to be inadequate as it grew more
complex and mechanical. The influence of Dravidian culture
on the Vedic religion is already present in later Brahmana
period.’*  Vishnu (identified with sacrifice) is represented as
coming out victorious among the gods.” These two gods
Vishnu and Shiva gradually overshadow Indra, Varuna, Agni,
Soma and Aditya. Soma and Agni lost their importance along
with the decay of sacrifice.  Varuna sank into the guardian of
the West.  Indra no doubt retains his kingship of Paradise, but
it is not a place where the wise would desire to stay after death.
Brahma-loka is the ideal of Upanishads (Brahman = Cosmic soul).
Vishnuloka and Shiva-loka are coveted during the epic. The
worship of Phallus which the Rigvedic people detested was
incorporated into epic religion and praised loudly.™ The
epithet Ishiina clearly discloses the original home of Shiva-
worshippers. The god retains his Vedic attributes. He is the
lord of creatures, and guards the sacrificial spot. In the epic he
dwells on the cremation ground which he regards as the most
sacred spot.'*  There is no difference from strictly theological
point of view, between the two spots. He is identified with
Agni and is the son of Prajipati and Ushas. He is known as
Kumira,”® Krishna and Rudra. Rudra as a deity being very
old, the people had to invent legends to make room for Krishna
in the Hindu Pantheon. The first stepis to identify him with
Nardyana or Vishnu both of whom are already worshipped.
Secondly, he is made a devotee of Rudra and is said to have
sprung from him.'® Finally Krishnaaworship is commended.
Theory of Avatira ia the production of the epic genius, It is
quite easy to incorporate any local hero or deity into the frame-
work of Hinduism with its help. Parashurima, Rima, Krishna
and Budha are actually thus brought in. Vamana is developed
out of a myth in Shatapatha. Narasinha is suggested by the
event of the murder of Namuchi by Indra.'*® The Boar incarna-
tion is, according to some, borrowed from a Non-Aryan tribe in
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central India  The story of the deluge gaves rise to Fish incarna.
tion  Tait Aranyaka suggests the Tortoise  The Brahmans had
to fight and counteract the influence of rationalists and Budhists
They had to present 2 cult that would appeal to the masses who
were no longer of purely Aryan stach Compromise was inevitable
The salvation by the path of knowledge was not meant for an
average man  Salvation through faith in a2 personal deity was
discovered to be the only weapon with which all heresies could
be eamly fought!* They made the two deities Rima and
Krishna as attractive as possible by investing them with moral
and physical grandeur  Krishna usurps the functions of Indra
Indra and Vishnu won a 1000 cows from Vritra There arose a
dispute between them about the share of each Indra secured two-
thirds, Vishnu got the rest The position 1s entitely changed
m favour of Vishnu (Krishna) in Harivansha Indra destroys
Ushas' chariot, Vishnu Lills the mother of Shukra (Venus) Indra
kills the demon fying flat, Krishna kills MuchaKunda in =2
cave while he 1s sleeping  Vishnu of Brahmana and the epic
{old) period 1s not a full fledged Man  Rama worships Narayana
(Vishnu) by offering butter in fire and spends the night 1n
the temple (Ayatana) of Vishnu'* The temple of Vishnu 1s
the sacred room where the three fires are kept There 1s no
trace of image worship Images of gods are introduced after
the advent of Budhism, {new epic period}) Even Shiva was given
a human form besides the phallic emblem Shna s a newer
form of Rudra  He had to make his way into the pantheon with
some difficulty Dalsha admuts eleven Rudras, who are Vedie,
but refuses to acknowledge Maheshvara The new deities con-
tract even the vices of the old ones Both Indra and Krishna
are adulterers '™ Non aryan Shiva brings with lum other gods
and goddesses Skanda, with his Grahas both males and females,
18 worshipped for the welfare of new-born children ¥ The
worship of Kumira (an old name of T 71 1s only another form
of Phallus worship®™ Durga 1s the female counter part of
Skanda  She s fond of dance, wine and flesh, wears serpent.
ornaments and 15 represented to be an eternal maiden®*® Her
chief abode ts Vindhyichala—the stronghold of the sborigines

She combines 1n herself the traits of a virgin mother, Vishnu
and Bhankara In the hermitage of Agastya Vedic and non-
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vedic deities have their shrines.®® Ambiki, originally the sister
of Rudra, is confounded with Durga the wife of Rudra.®*? A
mouse is offered as a permanent victim to Rudra so that he may
spare other cattle. He is the lord of Ganas.®® From these
hints post-cpic Ganapati is fashioned. The Viniiyakas are the
destructive deities classed with Pishichas, Bhitas, etc.’** They
might be compared to the host of Vedic Rudra, The
supreme spirit was given a triple form. Brahmi creates,
Vishnu protects and Mahesha destroys the universe. The
seed of the idea is contained in Upanishads.*® Rudra retains
his destructive nature, Vishnu, the god of Aryan expansion
and colonization, is fitly called a protector and Brahmai
is Prajdpati in a new form. Thus a continuous tradition
is maintained. Faith is a vital part of every religion. It is
identified with truth and its reverse (want of faith) with false-
hood. Agniis the guardian of Shraddha!*® Tait. Brahmana
exalts it into a goddess. ‘She is the foundation of the world.
She dwells within the gods and makes them divine. It is said to
be aroused in the heart of yajamana at the sight of sparkling
Soma. The enemy of Shraddh@ is Avarice or Niggardliness
(Arati). She is a charming woman with a golden complexion.”™"
A Medieval friar’s sermon opened with an attack on greed as
the greatest sin. Similarly faithlessness and avarice are con-
demned everywhere. Anything that is offered to deities, any
penance, gone through or any gift given—these become null and
void if not accompanied with faith. Men devoid of faith do not
_ get salvation.® Faith is active as well as passive. The faith of
a Vedic Aryan in Indra belongs to the former category. It is
cheerful, assertive and welcomes this life with its pleasures and
duties. The epic faith in Krishna-Vishnu is of the second type
in many respects. Thereis a gravity, a sombreness about it
which is chilling in its effects. Upanishadic cult has produced
its full harvest. The passive aspect of Vedanta philosophy is
stressed upon. All that savours of life-vigour is cried down.
Both Indra and Varuna are painted black. The moral grandeur
of the latter is no more.’* In the dialogue between Bali and
Indra, the latter is vanquished and put to shame by his rival
who appears as an ass eating chaff. Namuchi the Vedic enemy.
of Indra is morally his superior. Vritrais a saint and devotee
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of Vishnu, This 1s quite Christian Power and glory are at a
discount  Nietzsche rightly calls 1t the morality of revenge or a
chindala morality All those who are vanquished and down-
trodden become saints being unfit for anything else* This 1s the
dominant and woeful note struck 1n the ethical parts of the epics

If we confine our attention to the actors 1n the epic drama, we
come to the concluston that they were not affected by this
withering morality  Their faith 1s active  The author (of #¥T0)
has to take note of this outlook It is said ‘Everything that a
strong mar does 15 wholesome holy and lawful ** ° In the chaos
of religious views, the life of Krishna and his doctrine  duty for

the 3ake of duty, stand out 1n bold relief

Agni (Sacrsfice) 1s the bridge leading to the gods with whom

the dead live 1n friendship ** This ife 1s

Lufe after death a preparation for the next *? 1In the stars
1s the life of virtuous men who go to the

celestial world ¥?  Death makes him die again and in the yonder
world, who goes there wathout escaping it {death) The tortures
in the city of Yama deseribed in detail 1n the epic are fore
shadowed above The picture of Paradise as a land of pleasures
1s common  The man wishes to be with his wife and sons there
He drinks Soma 1n the company of Gandharvas The virtuous
enjoy there the lakes filled with ghee, honey wine, milh and
curds ** The epics bring 1n a host of beautiful damsels who
surround the virtuous man with dance and music and take him
1n aeral cars of different types ' Epic paradise 1s on the whele
more voluptuous and corrupting than that of Brahmanas, the older
conception of Yama as the first mortal and hing of the departed
souls 18 1n the background, although commumty with the manes
15 coveted e now becomes a god of justice®® Lafe of
mmmoral pleasure led by gods and nymphs 15 fully depicted to
attract the vulgar mind A popular religion has to come down to
the level of the vulgar *'Shatapatha describes <1y routes leading
to Brahman They are  Agnt, wind, waters, the moon, the sun
and hghting *  The philosopher and the warrior dying on the
battlefield go through the sun's orb*¥ The story of Mudgala
allustrates how all the worlds except Vishnulola are vitiated with
one defect or another The antethesis between Vidyd and
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Karma, and Atmayijin and Devayajin is fully developed in the
epic. The latter is roundly denounced in Gita'"™ Sinners
have to experience various torturcs according to the nature of
sins committed by them. Shatapatha refers to Naraka loka.®
Another method of retribution is rebirth of a sinner as a vile
creature. He is reborn as a serpent, boar, tiger, inscct, etc.
Wicked men are also reborn as trees and hewn by their
foes.*® Complete destruction of individuality is rarely men-
tioned. Katha gives a hundred and one paths by which the soul
can leave the body ; onec that passes through head gives immor-
tality. Shiantiparva develops this idea assigning different worlds
for different passages.’® Bliss, truth, merit and light constitute
Paradise. Untruth, darkness and misery make up Hell!®
Immortality with the carthly body is denied.!® It is believed
that a gift of a thousand cows would enable the soul to travel the
distance from earth to Paradise.!®™ A rationalist wonders how
a cow’s gift beforc death can save a dead man.

The Brahmanas concentrate their attention on this life. A
sacrificer is bound to prosper. In the epics
it is not always so. The devotee welcomes
pain, suffering and penury as an encourage-
ment to greater devotion. This is the result of exalting spirit at
the expense of flesh.

Religion and earthly
life

Both are inseparable. The sphere of religion covers a wide
field. It commands, advises or directs in
Religion and state 3] social and political activities. The
whole life of a man from birth to death is
a sacrament. This worked well so long as the state was small
and homogeneous. All defaulters could be easily dealt with by
social ostracism as was done in ancient Greece. The number
of heterodox persons grew fast in the epic, who asserted their
independence in religious matters. With the breaking up of
Vedic sacrifice there was anarchy in matter of worship. Social
organisation completely broke down owing to promiscuous
fusion’of blood @WE*HIY, This produced confusion everywhere.
The Aryans had to pay heavily for proselytising the non-Aryan
tribes wholesale.
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Onginally there were no restrictions as regards diet,
marriage and freedom of action  In other
words there were classes based on profes-
s1on but no castes  All enjoyed the same
rights 1% Thys 15 true of Aryans The Non aryans slave (Shidra)
who was admitted into the fold of Aryamism was assigned a
special status  ‘The primitive stage when every person was his
own priest and defender was long past Some devoted them-
selves to the study of Religion while others took to arms  The
est followed agriculture and handicrafts  The art of defence
was most valuable and useful then The very existence of
Aryan society depended upon good generals and their followers

The king of men was a general who led an army successfully
against his enemy even as Indra was the king of gods A brave
king however 1s not a successful admimstrator and ruler He
has hus imitations  He wants a councillor who would help him
to consolidate his power The man of intellect, the priest, 1s
fitted for this job He knows the weahness and the strength of
his society He frames a code of law, religion and morality
which subdues the 1intractable elements 1n society He takes
pretty good care to see that his position 1s made secure in the
body politic  The ruler cannot grudge him this much The
priest’s rank 1s directly below the king’s He 1s the direct
descendent of Agni and claims superiority over all classes

Brahmans are gods on earth to be propitiated with gifts % The
king has to remember that he 1s ruling the earth because the
Brahman has waived his claim on the kingdom  The king 1s
theory a deputy ' The conflict of interest 15 hinted in the
folloning ' T have recourse to the holy power, may the holy
power guard me from lordly power I have recourse to the
lordly power, Haml to the fordly power’ ™™ The struggle
between Vasightha and Vishwamitra repeatedly alluded to in the
epic symbolises a state of tension between the two professions
which have not hardened 1nto castes It 1s considered to be a
musfortune for a warrior that there should be born 1n his famaly
a man having natural inclhination for Vedic studies rather than
the spist of conquest and domination over others ™ * A Brahman

1t an aceeptor of gifts, drinker of Soma secker of Inlihood and
dependent on the nobility,” Towards the close of the epic period

Soctology »—Caste
system
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has been able to destroy it. This marvellous tenancity is entirely
due to it. So long as the first three classes could freely cxchange
profession and inter-marry among themselves and occasionally
could admit even a Shiidra the system remained healthy. When
the professions were determined by birth generally and inter-
marriages ceased it began to deterioriate.’®® The liberality
shown by the ethical parts of the epics towards Shidras is only
theoretical. ‘ Conduct is the only test of Brahmanhood. For
Brahmanhood is the same everywhere.” * A person who is Skadra
by birth may be a Brahman (by virtue of conduct) and vice-
versa.’ He is allowed to study. A learned slave is giving moral
instructions.® The processes of ascent and descent from the
original caste were governed by certain rules. These fell gradu-
ally into disuse.’”* It is argued that the system is tyrannical
and unjust to Shidra and Vaishya. The only reply is that no
civilization and culture of any worth has ever been reared up on
principles of equality and fraternity for all. The Western or
White civilization is based entirely on the exploitation of the black
man, Roman and Grecian cultures had also their Shiidra class.

Among the Aryans patriarchal system prevailed. The
father was the head of the family and
Family and Property could dispose of his property among his
sons as he liked. He had full control over
all the members of the family. Vishwamitra disinherited his
unsubmissive sons and adopted Shunasshepa, Yayati set aside
four elder sons and handed the crown to Puru. Dasharatha gave
a promise to Kaikeyi’s father that Kaikeyi’s issue would succeed
him. An intelligent and able son was not given any share if he
had a number of brothers,”® Ajigarta even sold his son. Ordi-
narily the property was equally divided among the sons, the
eldest getting a few extra things. A daughter fetched dowry to
the father.™ The personal property of the mother passed on to
the daughter. The maternal grandson inherited the property of
his mother’s father in absence of sons. Polygamy was current
in the upper classes,'®™ Polyandry was not countenanced. Karna
openly declares ‘Draupadi is a prostitute as she has many
husbands.” Even Drupada and his son put up a strong protest
when the proposal of five brothers wishing to marry her was placed



Nos 3& 4] RELATION OF EPICS TO BRAHVIANA LITERATURE 31

before them Niyoga 1s an old custom It 1s gradually dying out
1n the epic ¥ Great stress was laid on having a male 1ssue  No
sacrifice was too big to get a son  The scandalous practice of
the priest being invited to generate sons on the queen by her
husband 1s either a myth to cover up the foibles of the five
hetoes or 1s intended to show complete dependence of the
warrior on the priest—a pure propaganda to establish Brahman’s
superiorsty  ** Wind attempted to blow and burn also '™ The
practice 1s at any rate not supported by Vedic authonty,
Different views are expressed about the ehgibility of a daughter
getting a share in paternal wealth Some maintain she 15 nel
gible because, (1) she can be sold, (11) she can be givenasa
2ift, and (1) she can be exposed after birth  Others hold that
the grounds given are fallacious as they apply equally to a
son ' Somahiits refers to o daughter claming the property of
her father A widow did get some share of her husband’s
property ' Partition 1s favoured as a rule The system of
Jownt-property came into vogue when the advantages of guwilds
were realised Tribal societies stand on different footing alto-
Bether Dravidian influence 1s also 2 potent cause of its incor-
poration into Aryan Society 4

Tait Bra enumerates victims fit for human sacrifice  The
1st includes almost all professions  They
are Acting Prostitution, Music, Chano
teership, Pottery Smithy, Jewellery, Arrow.
making, Bow making, String making, Rope mahing, Hunting,
Magic, Basket making, Fence-making, Washing and Dyeing
(women), Horse master, Keeper of elephants Cow herd, Shepherd,
Vintner, Forest guard, Carpenter, Fisherman, Sailor, Tanner,
Acrobat, Keeper of the gambling hall, Umpire of gambhng In
the epic period many of them organised themselves into guilds
Jatakas gne a good deal of 1nformation about therr administration
Merchants and traders had also their organizations  Damayanty
accompanied the caravan traders when deserted by her husband
Some gilds were big enough to form a wilage or tonn A
Greel historian tells us that Tatta, now in runs, on the bank of
the Indus had a population of forty thousand weasers at the
time of Afexander’s invasion Different localities and streets
were assigned to smaller guilds 1n cities 7 The head of the

Professions and
Occupations
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guilds was called Shreshtthin or Jetthaka who represented it at
the court., Those who broke an agreement with a guild or stole
its property were banished and their property confiscated. The
guilds framed rules of business for themselves and had their
own courts to try the members.!”® Besides doing their work
proper they served as banks, accepting money for safe custody
and advancing loans on interest. The merchant worshipped the
god of wealth (Kubera) probably borrowed from the non-Aryan
merchants.** Sometimes they resorted to ‘ cornering’ and got
fabulous profits.
The Indians were the first to invent a system of numbers
commonly known as the Arabic system.'®
Physical Sciences The rudiments of geometry and trigono-
metry were discovered in connection with
the building of altar, construction of the three sacred fires and
observations of the heavenly bodies. There is an allusion to Rohini
as the first constellation which was at the vernal equinox, the
beginning of the year. XKrittikas occupied that position at a later
period.™ The precession of equinox is recorded by Tandya Bra.
The beginning of Gavimayana is (i) the Sth day of the dark
fortnight of Magha or (ii) the full moon day of Philguna, or
(iii) the full moon day of Chaitra, The difference between the
solar and the lunar year was corrected by setting apart twelve
days annually or by the addition of two months at the end
of five lunar years." The Pindavas observed the lunar year
and had already completed their vow when Arjuna appeared.
The Science of Astronomy was developed by Atri-family in
pre-epic days. Atri could calculate the time and duration
of 2 solar ecplise.’® Garga was a famous astronomer under
whom a number of scholars studied the science.'® The Pole
star and the Great Bear are noted in ancient marriage ritual.
Planets and their motions are recorded including the retrograde
motion of Mars, Astrology, which is probably borrowed from
foreign sources, is unknown to the Brihmanas.®® Anatomy was
studied indirectly through the sacrificial victim. It was essential
that the various parts of the victim’s body should remain- intact.
A skilled surgeon was appointed to slaughter the animal. He
was a Kshatriya or a Vaishya, if a Brahmana was not available,
In all there were thirty-six parts ; each part was assigned to one
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participator at the sacnfice ¥ Gradually however the post
of a Surgeon was considered low  Ashvins who are on equal
footing with other gods 1n Rgveda become Sudras because they
frequently move among men **  They knew the art of rejuvena.
tion and substituted artaficsal limbs  Tandya recognises the shill
of Atharvans in medicine  Substitution of the scrotum of the
ram was resorted to to gain wirshty ' Royal says ‘ Lgyptians
possessed a wide hnowledge of practical Botany and their vege.
table drugs were numerous and efficacious, some which they
ob*ained from India** Administration of medicine with the
help of magic 1s very common *® It 1s likely that a good deal of
Lnowledge concerning the use of herbs was received from the
Non-Aryan tribes  That 1s why a physictan’s profession was
looked down upon  Witch craft and sorcery, specially developed
by Raksasas, Pifachas and Yaksis, 1s the science of medicine
under disguise **®  Antidote to snake-bite and poisoning 13 dis-
covered ' Tour varieties of leprosy are noted ™ From the
relation between heart and gold we caninfer that 1t was given
internally to cure the diseases of heart ™ Sand bags were used
to stop bleeding  The value of out door Life 1n treating tuber.
culosis was fully realised ¥ Sterility was treated ™ Charaka and
Sushruta advise dissection of human body  Yoga philosophy had
a physical side  Without a sound hnowledge of nenous system
and physiology 1t could not have made any progress in making
the body perfectly healthy by means of breathing and other
exercises ' Sulabha by Yogic powers entered the body of Janaka
who at once felt her influence  Vipula, 2 disciple of Devasharm3
penaded the body of his preceptor’s wife when the latter was
inchined to commit adultery with Indra.  He controlled all her
movements and thought and thus saved her from ruin  Vidura
merged his individuahity into Yudhistira’s and died  The latter
felt himself stronger as a result  Assuming different forms and
motion through space was possible for Yogins Physiognomy 1s
fully developed as ascience in the epics ¥
Atharvaveda names more than a dozen species of snakes
The dove, the hawk and the owl are the
Zoology birds of sll-omen Rimayana classifies them
according  to thetr fiying capacity Bt
Horses and bulls were first to get full attention as they were
3 .
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closely associated with human activities in every walk of life.
Ashvins are the oldest veterinary experts. In the epic period,
king Nala is called H“éaﬁ\iﬁf?{. He was noted for his horse-
manship, king Shalya is another example. Nala and:Nakula are
also specialists in Ashva-shastra. Bhima had studied the bul
and the elephant.?’® The horse of Sind is famous in Vedic and
epic literature.”® The dog was a closer companion of man in
the Brahmanas than in later times.’?

The world is divided into Dvipas and Varsas. Each Dvipa is
covered on both the sides by an ocean. Jambu is the smallest in
extent, the sccond Dvipa is double in diameter of the first.
Third is double of the second and so on. Varsa is a sub-division
of Dvipa. Lvery Dvipa contains seven varsas, marked off by six
mountains.*’® The earth is covered by seas, the seas are encircled
by Tamas, which again is enveloped in Fire. Space is infinite
Even the gods are ignorant of its magnitude. God alone may
know it.** Seven aerial regions lying one upon the other have
their respective functions.?*

The Brahmanas know that there are maleficient and benefi-
cient powers which are to be counteracted
and to be pleased by different rites. The
theory of Karma has not yet become com-
plex. Predestination has not cast its gloomy shadow over human
life. Freedom of will is the sheet anchor of Upanisadic
philosophy.”! Predetermination, Indeterminism and freedom
of will are all voiced in the epics.”” The theory of eternal flux
and continuous growth is alluded to.”® The philosophy of
Yajnavalkya approaches Nihilism of Budha,’®® He becomes the
exponent of Sinkhya system in Mahé@bhirata. The roots of the
philosophy go back to Rgvedic period.* Time, Nature,
Predestination or Chance is imagined to be the prime mover.
Complete bifurcation of body and soul is the prevailing idea.
The word Atman which meant a living body becomes now pure
spirit. Brahman is conceivd to be Finite and Infinite, Manifest
and Unmanifest.”® The doctrine of Mayd (Nescience) is the
inevitable outcome of Sinkhya philosophy. Jabali expounds
materialistic view., He is condemned by Rama. A hedonist is
put on the same level with Budha ™

Other Sciences and
Arts and Philosophy

-
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Nahuga discusses the comparative mernts of truth, chanty
and non vollence He points out that
Ethics absolute gradation 1s not possible One may
be superior to another according to the
data of 2 particular case  Religious conduct 1s associated with
virtue, nonviolence and prospersty  Others say it consists in
obeying the injunctions of Srut1, but everything in Ife cannot
be governed by Sruts It 1s pointed out that the function of
rehigion 15 to make the hife of man orderly Religion, therefore,
changes *** ‘The 1dea of relativity 1s here duly recognised It 1s
sbsent i Brahmanas  Formation of a perfect character 1s put
b1 hest elswhere It 1s to be bwilt up by practising umversal
love, charity and good acts’™ Bodily torture would not
yield ment, sull its value 1n atonement of sin ts admtted
Confession 1n public reduces sin ™ A man's action 18 judged
according to his caste  Begging 1n the case of a Ksgatniya, ts
a great £1n, whereas 1t 1s not reprehensible if a Brahman does
1t?! A man s restrained from doing wrong for three reasons
{1 the fear of society, 1) the fear of the laws of state, (1) the
fear of punt hment after death ™  The first was more effective
1n the early periol owing to soltdarity and homogeneity of focial
units  The law of harma 1s systematised 1t 1s not permus<inle
to wash off your sins and throw them on your enemy’s head
‘The rites, having sinful ends, are at a discount The growth
of humamtanan feeling 1s already noticed ¥ It 15 assumed
that man 1s responsible for lus acts normally though technieally
there 18 a difference of view on this point  An  ordinary
man has to follow the practice of forefathers and the
virtuous 1n society who are safe guides  Individual conscience
18 not ratsed to the level of Deity  Conscience of perfect men
alone 1s infallible They are a law unto themselves 7 Faithalone
will not save It must be jomed wth good acts™ A small
gift (from wealth righteously earned) 1s more precious than
the performance of Ashvamedha with booty **  Another guide
1 ethics 15 * Do to others as you wish to be done by them "7
* Do that to others which others will not be able to do to youl
1s the formula of Brahmanas  Sexual morality of the epics 1s
on the whole the same as Brahmanas ™
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‘Ten organs are priests ; their objects are the fuel sticks.
The functions of organs are oblations
Psychology- offered into Ahavaniya (mind). Vachaspati
(Deity of Speech) is born out of this sacri-
fice. In other words language is produced by mutual action and
reaction of the various functions and mind upon each other.
Mind is divided into two parts.static and dynamic. Speech is
said to be superior to dynamic mind as it requires the help of
words for its motion.”® (When mind is fully developed it can
dispense with speech.) The theory of knowledge is opposed
to intuitionalism. Mind claims superiority over senses. They
contend that it is powerless by itself and it has to accept know-
ledge of things conveyed by them. All activities of mind in
waking and dreaming states are wholly dependeut on them:
They support life when persons lose their mind. Mind would
be non-existent without them. All knowledge is empirical.**
Sacrifice was the centre of culture. Learned men assembled
there and held discussions on problems-theological, metaphysical
and linguistic.

The art of debates and the science of logic were cultivated

and rules weie laid down to regulate the

Science of Logic debate between the two parties. Assemblies
at the court of Janaka excited jealousy in

the mind of other kings. Dialogue between Astdvakra and his
rival reminds us of the old debates. There were also spiritual
mediums who delivered esoteric knowledge in trance.”*' Some-
times foolish questions are gravely discussed, e. g., Why hair
grow first on the head ; why men have beard and women are
without it ; why teeth fall and grow again ; how does a sacrificer
reach heaven ? What is his ladder ?**" Semantics and etymology
often formed subjects for discussion.”® Some people made it
their profession to go about and earn descent living by theit
skill in debates.* They are the sophists of India. In archi-
tectural skill the Aryans were far inferior to Asuras and
Raksasas. The latter lived in fortified cities. The credit of
building a unique assembly-hall belongs to Mayzasura. The skilled
workers were all Asuras.’**® The material used for fresco paint-
ing was kept secret by them. Big cities are unknown to Brah-
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manas They are the out comc of settled conditions 1n society
Ayodhya was 96 miles long, 36 miles broad with roads well laid
out Principal streets were dmly watered and flowered It had
several public gardens and groves of mango trees The palace
stood 1n the centre’ from which roads ran in four directions
Lanki was more gorgeous than Ayodhyd It had buildings of
seven and eight stories with pavements of crystal

Ritual furnished amusement from Rigvedic ttmes  The
dialogues between Yama and Yam:, Indra
and the rival gods and Urvashs and Purura-
vas must have been staged by priests and
nobility duning the sacnificial recess  Mahavrata 15 2 musical
pageant Like ancient Grecians we note 2 grave and austere
note runnming through their mirth  Almost all sacrifices were
accompanted with music-vocal and instrumental ™ Krishna
witnessed a dance and play 1n Arjuna’s company at the festival
of Ravataha  Young princesses were given instruction 1n music
and dancing by tutors  Women dancers were usually prostitutes
and slave women ** The Aryans learned much from Gandharvas,
Yakshas, etc , who had made greater progress n these arts

Hanumat witnessed an expert dancer (woman) sleeping 1n 2
dancing posture st Ravana's palace #** Women played their part
th lves It was dered reprehensible to exchange dress
at sports M3

Music Dancing und
Stage

A chariot was protected by four guards  Two looked after
horses, others protected the chariot’s sides
War Lach tribe used 1ts distinctive banner and
standard  Chief warriors chose their own
Dhvaya  Some used 1n Bharata war are Lion’s tale, five stars,
lotus, alter with o gourd and bow,’serpent, bull, boar, swan,
sharabha, vulture, moon with stars *  The fighting units were
arranged 1n different positions to suit the strength of the army
A small army fighting against odds formed atself into needle
position **  Besides vanious weapons the army had Bothng wax,
raw sugar, sand, explosies, jars full of serpents  The clephant’s
body was covered with a leather armour It had two drivers, two
archers, two swordsmen and 2 man with a trnident  Investiture
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of a general was performed with great pomp like the coronation.
The general addressed his soldiers before the fight commenced.’
Signal was given by blowing the conches to commence the
operations.”® Musicians inspired the warriors by war-like songs
and music.”®® If a Brahman appeared in the middle of the two
armies desirous of bringing peace they stopped fighting.™
(Brahman is a white flag of pcace.) Alliances were sanctified in
presence of sacred fire, the parties taking mutual oaths. Certain
conventions were laid down for guidance of combatants in war-i.
A fight was fair if carried between two persons whose equipment
was similar ; ii. use of poisoned arrows was forbidden (Poisoned
lances were allowed) ; iii. the fight stopped when signal to retire
was given ; iv. A soldier without arrows, one with a broken
armour and weapons, one who gave up arms and one who fled
away, were not attacked.®® Silk bandages soaked in oil along
with ghee were kept ready to dress the wounds. Wives and
mothers of soldiers were pensioned. When the city was
besieged the following measures were taken: The bridges leading
to the city were cut off and the ferry service stopped. No one
was allowed to enter or leave the city without a passport. Actors,
singers, beggars, eunuchs and drunkards were sent out of the
city. Suspects were kept under safe custody. The acrobats,
gymnasts and magicians kept up the spirit of citizens by their
feats. Liquor shops were closed. The ditch was strewn with
pointed iron bars and dangerous creatures, An allowance for
active service was paid to soldiers and arrears were cleared.
The country round the fortified city was made unfit for
habitation by polluting the water-supply and cutting down trees.
When the enemy was very strong whole villages were deserted
and the standing crops destroyed.” The envoy from the enemy’s
camp was in no case to be killed. If he were found impudent
he might be whipped or disgraced in some other way.®® Flight
fm.m the battlefield was considered ignoble. Death, without
being hit by weapons, deprived a man of good worlds after
death.™  Bond of loyalty among the members of a clan was
very strong. Seven hundred followers of Shalya sacrificed their

lives on the battle-field after the death of their chief by making
a desperate attack.
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In extremity of distress men snd women practised self-
smmolation The ongin of Satee can be
Euthanana traced to thie practice It was resorted to
for winming over or persuading one’s
friend to one’s point of view. Fire, water, poison and rope
were the usual instruments  Sitting sn a fixed posture was con-
sidered more heroic ¥°  Bana's tirade against 1t proves that 1t
was held to be quite legiimate 1n old days Brihmanas do
not shaw any trace of this practice ™%
The corpse was dressed 1n silk and garlanded The pro-
cession (1 the case of Ahitigmi) was
Eschatalogy headed by sll saenficial implements and
the sacred fires The priests folloned The
corpse was borne by men in the centre It was accompanted
by the wives of the deceased and their female friends who
were fully decked The priests chanted Simans which were
confused with the weeping of the women Some wives entered
the sacred stream instead of resorting to fire The funeral of
Rivana tallies with that of an Ahutdgm  The cow 1s duly
consecrated and spread over the corpse hmb by lLimb**?
DaSaratha’s corpse was hept 1n o1l for about a weak till Bharata
arrived  The elders came out of the house first, the youngsters
following When the procession returned the order was reversed
The deceased 15 looked upon as an offering to the sacred fires
‘The body of Yogins was not burnt *  Att. Brahmana prescribes a
nte { Palisha Vidht ) when the body of the deceased 13 mussing
A wooden statue of life size 15 prepared and the usual ceremony
1s gone through  Loss of bones of the deceased deprived him of
good worlds **  The bunal of bones was performed in 2 special
cemetary ¥*  Culprits were hung on trees at the crematjon
ground und remained there without any funeral rites ™ Trom
the account of Kichaka's funeral 1t appears that the favounte
object of the deceased was oniginally sacnficed on the same pyre
It was customary to decorate the pyre of the warrior with the
weapons ¥ Funeraintes continued for a year New sacred
fires were gencrated and vanous gifts were given to the Brihmaps,
It was behieved that the gifts would male the position of the
deceased comfortable in the next world  Absence of the funerat
ites was a serious misfortune 2™
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Exogamy was current among Vedic people. Sipindya ter-
minated with the fourth ancestor and

Marriage sometimes with the third.” The inter-
pretatian varied in different provinces.

Political marriages with non-Aryan tribes increased during the
epic period.”™ Ravana is a Rakshasa through his mother. Kubera,
his step-brother had an Aryan mother. A king (Riksha) of the
lunar race married the daughter of Takshaka (Naga chief).”™
Out of the eight forms of marriage Paishicha and Asura were
condemned. In actual practice many marriages were contracted
on a financial basis. Beautiful maidens were a great asset to
their tribes and parents. Yiddavas were blamed for their
excessive greed on the eve of Subhadrd’s marriage. Gandharva
form of marriage which was commended to Kshatriyas, was
borrowed from Gandharvas as the name itself indicates.
Svayamvara is a special type of Gandharva. It has two varieties.
In the first the girl was allowed full freedom to choose a husband
from among those invited for the purpose. In the second a test
was prescribed. Anybody telonging to a good family could get
the hand of the bride if he passed it. Many a time an inter-tribal
marriage marked the termination of a tribal feud. Feudatory
princes or weak tribes saved themselves by giving fair maidens in
marriage to the supreme power as a tribute. (Rajput princes conti-
nued this tradition by giving their daughters to Moghal Emperors).
The ratio of age, between the bride and the bride-groom recom-
mended by Manu was certainly not observed during the pre-spic
period. Even during the epic it:might have been observed by'some
Brahmans only. All Kshatriya maidens attained puberty before
marriage. The marriage was consummated immediately after
the ceremony.’™ Besides regular marriages women belonging to
Shudra caste were kept for enjoyment. Prostitutes on contract
for a fixed period were also available.”™ Marriage is a sacrament.
The orthodox view is that the girl can be given only once. The
idea of purchase is deeply rooted.”™ The auspicious constellation
for marriage was Uttara Phalguni. The festival commenced three
days early on Magha. Shraddha was offered to the manes and a
simple sacrifice was performed. Sacred fire was the holy witness
in whose presence the bride-groom took a solemn oath to protect
and maintain the bride and share his prosperity and religious
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merst with her  Gérhapatya fire was Lindled and worshipped by
the pair every day until death™ ‘The procession from the
bride’s house to her new home 1s beautsfully described in Ash
Gr Sutra Laws of eugenics were observed at the time of
selecting a husband or 2 wife Evil effects of matches contracted
an violation of these laws are described ¥*

Women enjoyed more freedom 1n some provinces than in
others ™™ In the pre epic period the custom
The status of women  of purdah was unknown Women took an
active part 1n agricultural operations and
sacnifices In Rigvedic period some women fought on the battle-
field and composed holy hymns®® Women philosophers lihe
Gargt and Sulabha had enough courage to chalienge the greatest
philosophers of their day 1n 2 public assembly Vomen were best
fitted for the work of medwmship in spirtualism *®  Women
like Sulabha and others remained life long maidens, leading a life
of wandering ascetics  Marriage was believed to mahe a man or
a woman perfect , without it he or she remamed tmperfect ®
Gargi contracted 2 marriage lasting for a mght to escape this
technical difficulty  When the 1deal of ascetism got the upper
hand there was no necessity to go through this formality
Salvation was secured without marnage® A maiden was to
wast for three years after puberty  If the father failed to find a
suitor for her she was at liberty to choose anyone she Iiked

Shakuntafa and Satyavati dictated their own terms before
gan This freedom was not however exercised
byall The moral influence of a woman on the life of man was
fully appreciated It was the duty of men to honour them by
guning ornaments and other accessories ‘Gods reside with
pleasure 1n houses where they are respected’  All prous worhs
vield no reward where they are ill treated If a woman 1s
protected and restrained she becomes glory stself *! The picture
of a house wife 15 equally glorious 1n the earlier age They
believed with Nietzsche that slavery was the only condition
under which weakominded men and especially women flounsh
Ethics for women 1s different  “She 18 for God 1n her husband
Service of her husband 1s her sacnfice, penance and Shriddha
Women enjoyed immunity from capital punishment Iike Brah
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mans and children. She could be expelled from the house if
found guilty of faithlessness. Whipping and segregation of
the wife for some period are permitted to the husband. An
evil-tongued wife may be deserted.” An ideal house-wife was
expected to be up and doing, looking to the comforts of servants
and guests. She practised economy and managed the finances
of the house-hold. She was to be genial, smiling and mute in
the presence of strangers. Spending too much time in gardens
or in idle gossip with other women was not in her line. She
avoided meeting alone her stepson. Excessive inquisitiveness was
shunned by her as it was injurious to her chastity. She did not
even observe closely the sun, the moon and a male tree! She
observed the rules of Purdah.”®* System of polygamy and fear
of Varpasankara are largely responsible for these rules. The
class of slaves had become numerous. Slaves were closely
associated with household affairs. The lot of king’s wives was
indeed pitiful. The favovrite wife wielded great power over the
king. This gave rise to jealousy, hatred and intrigues. The
position of the favourite was very unstable. She was ousted the
moment the king sighted a new star. Vatsyayana quotes cases
of murders in the harem in the post-epic period. Kautilya gives
various precautions to be observed by the king for his safety in
the harem. The situation was not so dangerous :in the epic
times. The Brahmanas sanction only three wives for a king.
The favourite queen was not crowned. The discarded one was
the third.*® With the growth of prosperity the life at the
court became more luxurious and at the same time vicious. The *
number of inmates at the harem multiplied fast.®® At the royal
weddings thousands of slave women were given as a gift by the
bride’s father. Besides these, there is a class of women arising
out of mixed marriages and illegitimate issues, leading an inde-
pendent life. They were experts at toilette, singing, dancing
and the art of decoration. Both Damayanti and Draupadi served
in this line in days of adversity. The institution of prostitutes
was recognised and controlled by the state. They had to put
in their appearance on occasions like royal weddings, Corona.
tion, religious and social festivals.®®” Some of them were taken
in state service. They had a separate quarter. It was the
richest and most luxurious in the whole city. They rode in
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gold cars. The state used them as spies to decoy the enemy
and to get secret information  Budhist nuns were also employed
for this purpose  The maidens conguered 1n war were also the
property of the state  The king disposed of them after a year
1 any way he liked 'The best of the lot were kept in the
harem, the rest were given 1n marriage to the nobles ®  Women
owned property The gifts given by her father’s relatives and
those bestowed on her by the husband and others were exciusvely
hers A widow had a right to her husband’s share even though
she had no 1ssue  She was sometimes cheated of 1t by wily
kinsmen It was considered disgraceful to rob her of her dues™
They had no nght to ther father’s property after marnage
Tradition and custom 1n different provinces differed  The ot of
the wives of actors and gamblers was indeed pitsful

Gold and silver were commonly used 1n making ornaments
The rich had ornaments of pearls, emeralds
crystal, coral, saphires, ruby and diamond,
They were worn on different parts of the
body *  Women wore shorts at the time of dance At the time
of sacrifice grass shorts were put above the ordinary garments
for purity.””? Rich ladies wore silk parments  Sitv's lower gar.
ment was yellowish and artistically embrowdered with figures of
swans ‘The upper garment was red and scented ™ The
auspicious marh on the forehead was put on ceremomal
occastons Rama puts the mark on Sita’s forehead with red
arsenic powder It was orifinally an amulet to win the affection
of the lover Collyrium was common to both the sexee?*
Afternoon was reserved for totlette Hair was braded 1n different
fashions *  Women were found of using floners instead of
orpaments at times  Sandle paste allayed the heat in summer
Saffron was known for 1ts erot ¢ quality and was freely employed
to heighten the complexion

Women and orna
ments, dress ete

In summer men and women went out to the country side
Sports and amuse T adies danced, played various games took
roents bath 1n streams, fought in johe, drank the
best wine and exchanged sccrets  Some-

times the party consisted purely of women ™ A water picnic of
Apsaras 18 hinted in the dialogue between Purfiravas and Urvashi



44 V. V. DIXIT [P.O, Vol. VII

Maidens finely dressed went out for sports to the parks, specially
provided for them. There were public halls where instruction
in dancing and music was imparted by trained persons. The
kings employed old men or ennuchs to teach their daughters.
Shatapatha notes extreme attachment of women to these arts.’*®
Elephant and bull fights. tournaments and gambling were other
pastimes for rich ladies.

Women exercised silent but potent influence over men in
social and political spheres. Women like Kunti, Draupadi, Sit3,
Vidulz and Kaikeyi have changed the destiny of nations.

The seamy side of her character is painted with equal
frankness.  Urvashi reminds her lover
‘ Friendship with women is a dream. They
have the hearts of hyena’ ‘Women are
falsehood.” ‘ They.are as fickle, mysterious and hard to be
pleased as the speech of the wise” ‘Woman is an extract of the
edge of a razor, poison, serpent and fire.” ‘They cannot be
trusted with a secret.” ° A country where the woman predomi-
nates is doomed.” Their passion is difficult to control. She
weans away man from higher ideals by her seductive charms. She
is a friend and medicine to a man in distress, home without her is
a desert ; even the root of a tree becomes home in her company.
Man is incomplete without her.” Women observed certain rules
during the menses, Journey of the husband and widowhood.
Intercourse with a pregnant woman and one in menses was
forbidden.’® .Washing, dyeing and spinning were monopolized by
them in the early period. They worked as A.D. C.s among the
Riakshasas.? (Cf. King Dushyanta’s Court in Sakuntala).

The glory and
misery of womanhood

Vahikas, living in Panchanada, were mostly Vratyas. Every-
big house there had a slaughter house
and brewery., They were fond of decorat-
ing their houses, ramparts etc, with garlands
and perfume. They spoke vulgar language. Women put on fine
woolen clothes. On every black fourteenth night they held a
festival in Shakala (the capital). They freely ate pork and the
flesh of camel, cock, ass, and cow. Arattas are a subdivision of
Viahikas. Distinction of caste was not observed among them.
A Brahman became a soldier, trader, menial servant, barber and

Provincial and Racial
Characteristics
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agamn a priest Property was inhented by sister’s son *® Tandya
describes Vratyas They did not follow Vedic traditions and
lived chiefly by hunting and tending flocks of sheep Their laws
were 1n a state of confusion  They spohe an Aryan dialect but
mispronounced certain words 'They did not devote themselves
tolearning  Their leaders were distinguished with brown robes
and silver nechlaces ™ A special sacrifice was performed to
Aryanise them  All Aryan tribes who were outside the pale of
Vedic sacrifice and culture were classed as such They freely
mixed with the aborigines and borrowed many ecustoms from
them Yasanas were brave and advanced in all branches of
knowledge Dravidians were crow-coloured, profigate, fond of
women and given to quarrels Madrakas are noted for laxity of
morals and crookedness Thev loved beef and wine Their
women were fond of collyrium (Suviraka) They were akin to
Sindhu Sauviras  Intoxicated women played 2 naked dances
Barley mixed with fish was their staple food Among Angas
the sich were deserted and the wife and sons were sold ¥
Onginally the people of Anga, Vanga and Kalinga were Mlenchha
Later on any Aryan, fallen from Aryanism was denoted by the
term It 1s synonymous with Vritya in this sense ™ Asuras
and Danavas belong to the same category  They are distingui-
shed from Rokshasas ™ In the epic the Asuras are driven to the
forests of Vindhya mountain  Both were enemies of Aryamsm
They are closely associated with Gandharvas and Yakshas
Lure and love of beautiful women was their weak point The
Aryans soon found out this and employed women to ruin them 7
Their cavilization was higher 1n many respects than that of their
conguerors ™ Vanaras were backward in culture The weapons
they used 1n war wete crude and inferior compared to the bow
and the arron  Their women wielded great influence 1n the
state They were endowed with gigantic strength  Haniimat
. snam a distance of 800 miles Others could make up 80 miles **

The carhiest specimen of Sansknt Laterature 1s the poetry

of Rigveda  The spoken language was not

Langusge much different A thousand years passed
and the idiom of Rigveda become anti.

quated  Fantastic explanations are offered in Brahmanpas of
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simple verses.’!® Vaishyas and Shiidras who formed the bulk of-
the population spoke a language of a mixed type using many
Deshi words and intonations. This was due to the growing
contact with the non-Aryans. The process of Prakritization
which had begun in Rigveda developed very rapidly. Sanskrit
employed for ritual and educational purposes was least affected
by these changes. The language broke up into two. The popular
speech and the divine speech.®™ Institution of sacrifice helped
standardization of holy language spoken by the first two classes
all over Aryan India. Severe notice was taken of the priests
who deviated from this standard speech. Asuras spoke currupt
Sanskrit.* The same was true of Vrityas an Aryan tribe, cut
off from Vedic culture. Vidura conveyed his message of warning
to Dharma in Mlencha dialect, spoken by foreigners.®?
The Aryans imposed their language on the aborigines, the
Sarpas, Nagas, Pishachas and Rakshasas, They modified it to
suit their vocal peculiarities, retaining a portion of their old
vocabulary. Maharastri, Migadhi, Shouraseni Paishachi and
Pali arose in this way.*™* Gradually these were spoken by all
illiterate persons. Sanskrit spoken:by ladies of upper classes and
' Vaishyas was not as currupt as any of these languages in the epic
and the Brahmana period, though it differed slightly from that
of men. Men spoke polished Sanskrit kindred to holy speech.®®
Unfortunately there is no literary record showing the difference
between these two. Classical Sanskrit drama does not refresent
actual conditions. There were provincial pecularities but they
were insignificant.3"® Sanskrit of the epics is the literary des-
cendent of Vedic Sanskrit. The prose portion of the epic roughly
represents the language used by the actors in the great war.

Nothing appears more bald and sterile than the language of
Erahmanas to a modern critic. QOur in-

Literature terests are not the same as those of the
ancient priests. Lively dialogues and
anecdotes are the oasis in the desert. Flashes of wit and bumour
spring a surprise upon us at times. The dominant note is
classic. Rigidity. gravity and earnestness mark the whole com-

position. There is a sense of superiority and strength about
.. 317
it.
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The Brahmanas are the product of scholarly discusstons
held 1n religious assemblies  Sacrifice 18 the pivot round which
all topics, which are secondary, move  There 1s ample evidence
of poettc fancy and imagination which are however ruthlessly
suppressed  The prose legends, fragments of which are found
11 them, floating among the people are irrevocably lost because
the art of writing was unknown and 1t was not thought worth-
while to memorise them from generation to generation These
would have enabled us to form a complete picture of social life
1n the period  Mahabhirata, on the other hand, 15 exclusively
fashioned aith a view to attract popular attention It 1s most
inebted to earlier hiterature  All available knowledge on sundry
subjects has been amassed tn the book Like Homer’s Ilhad
1t has grown gradually to its precent volume ‘The mind of
several generations has worhed upon it It stands a unique monu.
ment of the epic period Though 1ts purpose 1s dialecticat
vibrates with life  Asit was meant for public recitation the
dramattc element has been fully developed You have to adda
few touches here and there and you can casily make a drama out
of many narratives Dhalogues, charactersation, sentiment,
Iife thrill are all ready It 13 multifaced and bhas no hiterary
unity  Rdmayana stands on a different footng  As a lyrecal
work 1t stands unsurpassed  The poet has an exquisite ear for
music and thythm  He 1s justly called the first poct 1n Sansknt
literature  Force has not been sacrificed to lyrical beauty *®
Dverything centres round the central figure of the hero  The
didactic purpose Is firmly restramned Its simplicity and con-
centration are wonderful  Valmiks ts 2 poet of naturein all s
varied grandeur  He 1s the direct descendent of the authors of
Rigvedic hymns  His knowledge o, human heart 1s therough.
He 1s inspired but forgets not art

The academy of Kanva had 10,000 students. The subjects
taught were: the Vedas, ritual, phonetics

Education logic, metaphysics, jurisprudence, philology,
ustronamy, physics, chemistry, languages

of birds and monkeys, folklore, materalistic phifosophy ¥*? Its
Vedic representative 1s Vidatha where learned men assembled
?nd discussed all matters relating to sacrifice 2nd layed down
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rules of procedure. Sometimes members of non-local assemblies
came and put forth their own point of view. Different schools
{Charanas, Shakhis) arose in this way. Mythology was studied
in these assemblies. Yaska quotes different interpretations on
certain words and hymns, where myths are explained on the
basis of Nature, ritual and history.*®® Students were admitted
for instructions in these bodies. Advanced students visited
famous centres in other provinces to perfect their knowledge of a
particular subject.  The Academies were supported by princes,
public and guardians of students, The land attached to them
was exempt from revenue.”*  The students were provided with
quarters, food and dress free of charge. Teachers lived there
with their familics. Rigorous discipline was observed by students
along with the vow of cclibacy. Meat, wine, flowers as well as
scents, sweats, company of women and music were banned.
Sporadic outbirsts of passion did occur, otherwise the atmos-
phere was cxcellent3®®  Secular sciences were taught by
individual teachers who were either employed by princes or
led an independent lifc.¥* The academies generally admitted
Brahmans and turned out statesmen, philosophers, jurists,
priests, ambassadors, physicians and men of literature. Women
students were admitted in these under exceptional circum-
stances. Secular schools were open to all Aryans.

Normal limit of student.life was twelve years. A few
remained lifelong students observing celi-

The four stages in life bacy. These included women also. An
average student married after completing

his studies. Then began a round of sacrifices and ceremonies
which ended according to Brahmanas at the time of death.
Vanaprastha and Sanyidsa did not exist for a householder.
Upanishadic philosophy with its emphasis on meditation and
retired life gave undue prominence to contemplative life. It was
preached that after student-ship one could directly become a
Sanydsin, This is different from permanent studenthood in
which one has to observe the regulations of student.life. During
Vanaprastha the man could take his wife with him and live 2
stable life in retirement. A Sanyasin had no fixed habitation,
He led a nomadic life maintaining himself on public charity;
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He had no propetty  He enjoyed immumty from cwil faw 3
Budhism overthrew the old order and divided society in two
groups, the ascetic and layman  The former was organised into
a powerful snstitution It built monastenes, chanty houses and
shrines and conducted schools for laymen Women were neh-
gble for the order of monks at first Later they were freely
admitted  Corruption and vice soon stepped 1n and polluted the
sacred atmosphere  Brahmanism did not establish Vihiras for
their Sanydsins and discouraged women from ascetism  \Women
and money have been the dissuptive forces i all religious insti-
tutions ¥ Ascetics covered themselves with bark garment or
tattered clothes sewn together Some roamed naked They arrang-
¢d their hasr by using the juice of trees  Ingudi seedcrush was
applied before bath  Pindas offered to manes were made of
Ingudi and Jujube fruit % Manu gives various methods by which
Sanyasin 1s to hasten his death  This 1dea of torturing the flesh
to meet death 1s contrary to Brahmanas**? The orthodox view
18 voiced 1n the following  ‘If through renunciation any one can
get salvation, the mountains and trees would soon attan 1t,”’®
Gita makes a compromise by reinterpreting renuncratton’

Gambling was popular ever since the days of Rigveda Two
officers controlled the game  The manager

Amusements collected royal dues and the umpire gave
decisions  Bibhutaka was used 1n making

dice  Cowries were also current  Draughts were made of four
ditterent colours  hings made them out of emerald, gold, nory
and mercury (g1lded red) The cubical preces were arranged on
a wooden board with houses  The play by proxy was allowed,
other party consenting  Stakes included all articles of utility,
Slaves could be staked Nala lost his kingdom but refused to
stake hus wife  Staking of a wife 18 unparalleled A gambling
house was a rendezvous of all bad characters 1n society  Fraud
and deception were common It ruined many an honest man
There were public duels (armed and unarmed) of the warriors
and gymnasts Men also fought with lions, tigers and elephants 1
Usually all festivals were accompanied with music, dance and
dramatic representation  Hunting was a favournite pastime with
Kshatriyas, The party was accompanied by trained dogs It

4
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was thought respectable for warriors to eat the flesh of the game
hunted by them. Travelling was encouraged by making visits to.
holy shrines a part of religious duty. Corporate travelling was a
source of pleasure and knowledge.?*® The king appointed jokers
at his court to get relief from tedium of routine.’*

Coronation was a very important function. Shintiparva
gives the following description. There is 2

Ceremonies state processsion. Dharma is secated in a
chariot drawn by sixteen white oxen, He

resembles king Soma who is carried to the sacrificial ground in
an ox-carriage. The streets are adorned with white garlands
and flags ; fragrant powd 'rs are scattered and incense kept
burning. Pitchers full of water are placed at the entrance of the
hall where charming maidens are awaiting his arrival. The
priests consecrated him by sprinkling water fetched from oceans,
rivers, ponds, springs and other sources, and reciting holy
hymns.?* The king formally appoints officers to look after
various departments, receives gifts from feudatories, rewards
friends and servants and destributes charities.*® The Shatapatha
account differs in some respects. TFour wooden jars are carried
along by the priest, kinsman, friend belonging to his caste and
merchant. Seventcen kinds of waters, already procured, are
poured into those jars. After the bath he ascends the tiger’s
skin representing the strength of Soma. He puts on an inner
silk-piece and an outer garment of white wool. To these is added
a robe. The neckgear is put round the neck and its extremities
are tied to the lower garment near the navel. According to.
others it is to be fastened round the waist (like a girdle). He is
then given three arrows and a bow. A eunuch is standing near-
by into whose mouth he throws a piece of copper to avoid death
from serpents, etc. Afterwards he marches to five directions.®*®
A piece of lead, representing Namuchi, is thrown on the ground
upon which he treads. On one ankle he puts on Rukma; a
similar ornament is worn on the head for long life. He prays to
Varuna and Mitra raising his arms aloft. Adhvaryu sprinkles the
waters along with others. A chariot is brought in, which he
occupies surrounded by a hundred cows. He puts on a pair of
shoes made of boar’s leather. He is addressed as Arjuna the
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secret name of Indra  He deserves to be so-called owing to his
two-fold capacity viz knight hood and sacrificership  Then he
bestows rewards  He s carried in a royal hitter to the gambling
hall  The play begins  Kali1s counted as the highest throw 37
The cow 1s offered as a2 stake  The priest hands over to him a
wooden sword "™ The oath of allegtance to be taken by the hing
13 already referred to

Vrsskapr (1dentified with Mahavaraha himself) appears as
the first worshiprer of Pitrs  He offers
Shradha three Pindas to the manes The balls are

the three lumps of wet carth shaken off
from the tush *’

Upanayana 1s another smportant ceremony when the student
1s formally given in charge of the preceptor 30

The ceremony was performed 2 second time by grown up
men, when they wished to learn a new science (ﬁm) from
a teacher  In Upanisads learned Brahmins approach Janaka
to get the rare knowledge of Atma Vidyd  Castesuperionty did
not prevent higher castes from approaching even a Sudra af he
could impart any valuable Vidya ¥
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ﬁ' |
ag=eTT a.’aﬂl?( and
| others cf. &, =T,

IR
RELIC]
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ICEHEDY
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l

_qA

35 7o
aTA
7
(3) .= ARvumBRTEdE.. & uT dWT ovaa: e
and also myth of '{UE’Uﬁ
AL GAT § ¥ Hiwn 9Y A aeqded @aimr §oa
FALFATOT A=A fRr=aara.
(4) Cf. Civilization in Ancient India Vol. II.
(5) Cf. Ancient Sanskrit literature.
(6) Das Mahiabhirata.

(7) Frazer quoted in Cambridge History ‘FEHA was
already sacred during the days of qrv=ggaTgUl.’

(8) Sce No. 2 fa88 Genealogy.

(9) _Cf. wigamas, #A-91. The account is partly corrobo-
rated by &. &1, 15. 3. 7. faTIE ¥ g AreET: qUAEE
T IATHIGEY MGFAT (e (e TEAT T ATl AGATIIA |

(10) Cf. wwadqraar. The Geneological tree given in 3o
puts GHET very much Iow in the line. SHATT of FTAYA and
STHST the grandson of JINWATY are quite different.personages.

(11) The complexion of Draupadi is dark as her name®
viz. B, suggests.

(12) See note 2, the line of SI¥g kings. . S, glves a
different list—Fa — TIART — T — {(FAMNFA, TO=H and T, .
connect fATRIT with the same family ( S7gs ).

(13) =1 = refers to AT (S ) as a famous king of the tribe
(ags ), Wi\ the king of f¥e3%s is also mentioned there. This
shows that Vedic culture has travelled south of Vindhya moun-
tain. % and WW are the same as those described in #. W — 94,

(14) T =T, viii. 23. When the priest of a certain king
demanded his &0 the former replied ‘ When I conquer the
ST thou wouldst be the king of the earth and I thy general ’.

(15) = &7, aF SO 7 g aUed AATIEITe FAara The
order of colonization was W ﬁl?{ I, AF, 9F and FHET.
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(16) Cf Ry fr A gvafa wiwzg mat mid g8 s wefa wan)

(17) ar mr 25 10 17. King Namt (tmraar f4fi) appears
as a sacnificer on the bank of §TREt, He 1s the founder of RIZE
dynasty

(18) fargfive T=71T 13 the author of a hymn of Rv &t T,
mentions snother King of Sind, Eaq (12 12-6)

(19) cf w. 7=

Y (20) A W He gReAr A cte
o @) o gy, mie, wdvas

q At STTF’ gives a longer list of Non.Aryan tribes that were
sprung from the body of the cow of T along with their habita-
tions

HERT conquered some of them (8WIe)

(22) =t.ar 1 413

(23) ¥ s Arpuna married ITHT the Niga princess for
political advantage. W of TZTW had contracted a similar
match with the daughter of @, a AR (Cf note 2 )

‘The Nagas lived 1n Southern India also ( THT. )} @ &AC rccords
2 ®IAR performed by Sarpas where yawg, dqwa, wAHad, bk
(#1337 ) and others acted the part of priests GIFR of e S
described 1n 3 BT 1s duferent from that of @1 ATEA It 15 quite
possible that SR might have been captured 1n war and offered
s a victim to the Gods by Nigas { Sarpas) SRATY avenged hus
father's death by offering hundreds of Sarpas at the sacrifice
He must have made them captives after attaching their strong
held viz, Taxuld Q@ {(WW ) = lower Sind } was a Naga-
Sarpa colony (cf & ¥, ITMT0)

(24) T wv 41 {TAC the captal of Sarpas lay to the south
of Ceylon Visuki was their greatest ruler They appear tobe the
carlier settlers of India in comparison with the Nigas
on TWAAER was haunted by them

(25) cf mmmé {Ew , AT m Ry ete

(26) ¢ wr & et qfawr see note 21

@n wadt or [T was performed by 2 great king  The
feudatory princes had to make contributions to defray the
cxpenses and attend 1n person ¢ AT v 21

(28) When famia oy gave & picce of land to ¥y
(his priest) the carth protested: ‘No man whatever ought to
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give me...I shall plunge into the middle of the water. Vain
was this thy pact with F13a9.” Cf. I, =T, xiii. 7. 1. 15.

" (29) WyEAT vii. 12, 1. WWT ¥ @ErasTEdr src-mr?falsatr
A |

A, A xii. 9. 3. records that AT was expelled from the
throne owing to his misrule. In xiii. 22. An oppressive king is

denounced VEITG=MAT. .. [rRraTgH: |

(30) %, &, viii, 15, 20, =, (iii. 3. 3 ) describes ATTA cere-
mony. It was a sacred covenant between various individuals
or groups who accepted the rule of one chief. The five groups
of gods take mutual oath to stand by each other and accept
Indra as their overlord. ATG ( ATAA=vital breath ) is a witness
to this holy transaction. The sacrificer-king represents Indra
and the priests represent the remaining deities. Cf. 39U :
YT O Tag a7 I FENHR TF 7 ASYAIEL AT 9 CqEi-
AN, A curse is pronounced against any one who would turn
a traitor. The ceremony is called &F WY and ST T,

(31) . =@n. iii. Wratdr TS TROTEEIE. |/, WL 9
ArggemT A I amoiar qEEet: | Megasthenes mentions small
republics as well as bigger ones. Sabarcae a powerful tribe
(7191 ) had an army of 60000 soldiers, 6000 horses and 500
chariots. SifeeT I ( xi. 1) enumerates the followmg people
who enjoyed a republican form of Government : TE?I"ETEHS qmas
qGF, A5, T, FIUEM@. |, AT, AT A=A is called :%anﬁm

(32) Muzumdar’s corporate life in Ancient India.
(33) ®|. T, TP, AIMEART O JEGTASHE FA9 Another
hint given to the Ganas is 0 FHEAIN A= AGHAET WA,

(34) @3, wnfg,  SETERAtTar A ARt ST |
TEFIIA FLA T /A FFAQA

SaTT the elder brother of T*ag was disqualified for his
leprosy and his coronation was cancelled. ¥aUE was set aside
for his blindness. Cf. Rv. iii, 5-7, . &, iii. 4. 17 and xiii. 2-2~18.

(35) After the death of T3, it was proposed’ by some that
FEear should be invested with regal powers. Nobody paid any
attention to this, thinking that it would be only a temporary
measure ( U, 3T ), 7. T, makes a reference to WU, but it was
not an Aryan kingdom.
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(36) There are exceptions to this rule  TWTA deprived hus
clder sons of the right to the throne and appointed YT the
youngest son 8 his See also note (34)

(37) Out of this list of twelve, 3,4 and 5 are the wives of
the King  What functions were exercised by them 1n the bedy
politic 1s not clear The remaining nine are concerned with the
various departments of the State

(38) &t and 71T 1n Ramdyana and Draupadi in Mah
bhirata wield mduccl influence over the course of State affaurs
AZ warns WH agamst the danger of &@T The influence worked
through subterranean channels and as such 1t was difficult to
withstand or resist st

(39) W 1 100  The chief minster, Purobita and the
Crown prince are to be excluded from surveillance

The other officers (cleven) are

1 ‘lhe Door heeper, 2 Supenintendent of the harem,
3 Inspector of prisons, 4 Pay master (cinil), 5 Pay master
(military), 6 Officer in charge of the Assembly (8% ), 7 Chicf
Justice, 8 %uperintendent of Police 9 Officer in charge of
forts, 10 Officer 1n charge of frontier stations, 11 Officer
n charge of internal defence

Cf &t W where he makes no exception agasnst the Crown
prince

(40) ¥ W A 85  The eight ministers may be dentical
with the cabinet members mentioned on page 11, Or it may be
a different body acting as the standing commuttec of the Legisla.
tive Council

(41) According to @t ¥ The strength of the Legislative
Council varied with the size and population of any State The
The decision of the majority was to be accepted by the king
T vi. 63 advises the kings to be on their guard at thc time of
selecting men for mimsterstaps Cf ¥awarfgat ¥t avd fwefiw
wq | sdmamaftamt fager Bafrwar 100 swn wemmmr
A RO A

{42) |Fw 1]6-“7 ®/ | =T gives the same arrangement
with the addstion of UIGE to look after the caty  As regards
the duties of 2 AMIE cf &t amiE®E  The tile ©Igf
may refer to the ruler of 1000 sillapes, cf T B ‘The five officers
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in the villages are A& (Headman), GWE‘FZ' (messenger), G’fﬁi‘ﬂl‘ﬁl’
( Accountant’), 3&% ( Scribe ), ®&lt (Public prosecutor ), cf, H. T,
1. 113.

(43) Local customs had the force of law and they were
upheld by the king. A man accepted the bride’s money (%% )
the village court fined him. On appeal to the higher court the
fine was refunded and the plea of the accused viz. it was a
custom in his family ( to accept 3 ) was accepted as valid.

(44) Cf. Corporate life in Ancient India.

(45) 4. WG, iii. 4.

J[46) T A@, A AL AL of,. TEERT v. 11T WH Fq9E 7
FEAT T FAT: ATARANANAZTA Tl €00 Fa: 17 The ideal State
in the epic is more luxurious because of its greater prosperity.
Drink and women (courtezans and harlots) stand out pro-
minently in this period. Cf. #. %o on Prostitutes and

drinking saloons.
A, A1 AL 9 FAEATHTST FORHQEEEE |
Zd STTEAT YAAT gTR=AGAT FAt
Y./ (47) ¥, ¥, 99X deserts his own son for his wickedness.

¢

*/ (48) |y, F=A and the epics (in fact all Brahmanical
writers ) lay special emphasis on WGAVACHT and ITGUHATEW,
Together they form the keystone in the arch of social life.

. (49) W vii. 45 HAS g GEIGAT: QEUl GHETAAME,  Ad
Sffrd T, .|, T, W G AT AL B TG & (gt Fragear
Qo 9% geaall  ofvadEranr.. AEYINgATaT @ qread
T F9q |

(50) . Wr. W, IEAS Fqd TRIAE FOAT FHEET recom-
mends FHEIO for actions of the king; the object is to
disarm all opposition. Ffde advises him to placate people
by gerformance of sacrifices and other charitable acts (FFAM™
{& S affgrmTaireramEl ). _ A

(51) & A1, QAT see AG’s questionaire FEA FEIIEATHI
$Fagar'awm%l The exemption originally apglied to learned
Brahmins only. H1e, o7, SRR F9 &7 |

(52) ®. ¥r. a9, Three kings present their budgets to &
to convince him of their inability to spend more money for a
'charitable purpose. They seem to comsider themselves ‘as

’
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fiduciaries ( not the owners as some Indian princes think) of
the State property —In ITRIe T3 remarks to T * wdrew
mm&mmwwﬁhn"

~—153) @ Wi uEiEdEEiE. @R Ao

fLendsnt RYw FEAF GAINE [N

(54) T @1 Cf. m&mﬁxﬂ at (note 30) ¥y, wfawp
afirdfgfae i wEdt Trar v et faefa

e (55) King s incident 1s older than the epic .

{56) During the Brihmana period the kings were entirely
dependent on the support of theiwr clan. Cf Feudal system
m Europe A standing army, pmd regularly, considerably
strengthened the hands of the rulers

(57) & or gedwwdr v ar 16 1 12_dWel arow RIen @
qmwﬁmvﬁram () TE T ATAAAZIY | [, W wARg, o
fr a%d femar aitada sgad ) This practice persists down to
this day 1n Afgamstan, a country where Aryan culture and
traditions flourished 1n ancient times !

(38) & 31 A"e  Patricade was severely dealt with

The murderer covered himself in father's shin and wore the
shull round his nech  Twelve years had to be spent 1 asceticism
i this fashion ummm rccommends 1000 cows for the
murder of a 874, 100 for a 2 %77 and 10 for a ZIZ. One bull was
ginven to the State (King) for breach of peace

(59) & AL 28 Ag W{‘ﬂ argeagal Cf the effect of
amrElon ¥ # ar Fdnr & oo and & @

w0, wn o, fadad 7 ot gezast @ 9q

A Brahman thief was considered to be 2 senious refiection
on the King's Government

(60) ATTf’s incest with his daughter (8 &1, T RT) T (v 18)
adds intercourse with younger brother’s wife to the list —

Atredt sl st e o walw v sweer geR o
w7, 1 Cf. Ry, x the dialogue between T and T, This was
looked upon as a heinous ssn yet there 18 no mention of capital
pumishment for 1t 1a Ry or RTEUTs

(61) ®.wt @, T was punsshed with amputation of hus
arm which plucked the fruit of a tree owned by his brother n
his absence without permission
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UIRERITAGA prescribes a curious penance for adultery.
the culprit kills an ass and puts on his skin. He then goes about
declaring his sin to every person be meets. A &AW cut off
his genital organ and wandered as a recluse for life.

(62) In the case of a prince adultery and stealing Brah-
man’s wealth are punished with exile (. ii. 72). #. ¥, L. pres-
cribes penance for two years for the former offence. Another
form of punishment during the epic period was to keep an
adultercr in a dry pit or well for a year. Cf. The etymology of the
word T, Polyandry is declared unlawful and it is a thing to.
be abhorred._ It is on the same footing as adultery. #. I THT.
F01 declares 2 [‘F’f a harlot (#9%7) in the eye of the law. Cf.
The protest of 92 A and his father Z9% before ZITEM's marrlage

Among unnatural offences BIR"»WT’«F—T is noted In # ¥
Throughout Vediec and epic literature there is no reference
to sodomy, a fact worthy of notice. Masterbation is alluded to
in TMas ( S1TH(01 ) indirectly and directly in IREATATHIAY.

(63) Cf. The episode of FFAAT who was kidnapped. (Rv.)
The same story is repeated in H. 9. Cf. FR’s unlawful inti-
macy with the moon. 2. &l ii. 4. 3. The wife of a sacrificer is
to declare her guilt so that the burden of sin may be light ( F&®
U GA; FAAT TAMT) ), ATTITFT shows the same leniency to
women ( Cf. SITIMATATT ),

(64) . S=e ‘Tms punishment for practising penance.
T, =T, ii. 19 Exile of FTILZT for his participation at a sacrifice,
The death of #fds on whom hyenas were let loose by %%
’Fﬁ'\f ?Tfﬁﬁ H@rqiﬁm: =S repeated frequently in QT =T ).
They were punished for their heresy (or atheism ?) To disguise
oneself as a man belonging to a higher caste, concealing one’s
true caste, is also a serious crime. Such crimes must have
been frequently committed by ambitious men of low birth as
the society afforded them little scope in their own sphere. Cf.
The dishonour to which 0l was subjected at the time of FI4gl’s
T9a¥ and the tournaments of FIRAATYY simply owing to his
alleged low status in society. The evil was less pernicious so
long as the three castes married frequently amongst themselves

and formed a compact body. Only Shiidras suffered from social
disabilities, The growth of the evil led to Budhistic Revolution
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which tried to break down the soctal structure based on prero-
gatives of birth
(65) #riral® AL The mutual oath at the time of coronation
Cf 1 ar, aF&EA & W T T Hassued a proclamation prohibiting
citizens and other subjccts from havingany dealing whatsocver
(of a friendly or sympathetic character J towards their ex hing
AT who was exsled
66) Tt ok,
(67) 7. @ angd AAsaa
(63) Cf The convsction of FAVTHT w oo
(69) HF xn l](}-! 13 the compos tion 15 35 follov,s 3 dF’*s,
1 aitaT, | v, |, 1 &AW, 1 saeie (RRss) 1 geer
and 1 aEmer = (10)
(70) Cf The Supreme Court of U S \ as a paraliel
(71) & [ "7
(1) WIfrmifrar @ @EaTaHIuiad, (This covers
aceidental injury or death  Cf The case of the
of a Brahman boy 1n BT&IT hit )
() w;vzznsmwa wrasn fgdia afq qupg adeqzd
|1
(1)) STFAAT g T OTE AT AT ATIA cte
WEa () WEAEE & [ CAERAOERATAT, T 43yt 7
= Cf‘ﬁ' qr a1 aegg ar mro |1 ugua't{
HAATYARIAEG PR anaanay |
(72) SAFvgm freefds and WATs had such a Judical
System It afforded the maximum safety and fairness to the
accused person
(7 ) W u S0 Geolopusts, diggers, guides, enginecrs, butlders,
woodcutters etc go ahead of troops to prepare the road for an
army when the way hes throuch a Jungle or hilly tract
(74 Axe was the favounte weapon of TWITWR. Cf Lesutt
Rv. 1n the fight of ten lings ¥ W1, I0W 8, TR, 7T, o
TR, N ete were used by the mfantry  Tips of @WTs were
potsoned
(75) & At w61
76) Tach MElifEvit contains 21870 chanots and clephants
Tt s divided into ten dunssions A diasion 1s progressuely
splat up into 3 parts until the lowest unit (aR) 15 reached
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F1, TTo gives different kinds of armies and discusses their
relative utility. Cf. (oEw, §99%, sigdiae, Ja9% and AOES,
3A(paid)d@ is the best. UilA& comes next. It is better than
f==® which stands third.

(77) . ii. 100. Besides pay they received rations.
(78) ®. WM, IUET.  Cf. The proportion of FIA-TIOSTQT.
(79) . 1. Fieq,

80) zgsr‘r iv. The Afigas had a strong fleet.

(Fraraiea AR 1) In SIS0 literature we hardly meet
with any reference to a naval forcc Here and there we find
boats mentioned ( FET. 7= & gaat A1 any etc. ), Rgvedic period
was more active in sea-faring than the 2&Ws, Cf. I E’s prayer
to TEW (Rv. vii.). Also the hymn to Usas (Rv. i) ¥ SI&IT SIr=RaIyg
TR GgE T wa€99: | There isa distinct reference here to a
merchant fleet. The Indian sea-board was mostly occupied by
Non-Aryan kingdoms. It is curious that ¥ did not think of
using ships to cross the sea, but built a colossal bridge instead.
We may infer that the art of navigation received a set-back after
Vedic (early) age.

(81) #HH vii. 114,

(82) w4 vii. 130, 137 & 138.

(83) Sec note (82). Corvée was current in the epic period.
Ui, 127, FEREFEEel SeamE i)

(84) H. ¥ i 5.

(85) See note 58. The coins came into vogue during the
later part of the epic. During AT&0T period the cow served as the
measure of wealth. Cf. &I, ¥, on different grades of fine : T&-
HIEH, STHATEY, HHAIEH according to the gravity of offence.

(86) H. WM. 1A, cf. TG of king (YR also I9o THNRA THA:
qTH REFTAY =g | @t ot gives minute details about the
management of a cattle farm owned by the State. The profes-
sion was looked upon as a monopoly of .

For a set of six cows that he managed he received milk of
. one cow. In addition to this he got two per cent of the total
increment of the live-stock per annum. @I 3%, gives further
details about the distribution of skin, hide, horns and hoof of
the dead animals.
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¢ w oW B samEE e g oREt ©R the
Brahmanas also agree with this

(87) wfd. They were licensed and kept under strict
survaillance by the state WA shows that gambling was
controlled during the Brihmana period by _state. Control on
Iiquor was not 1n vogue 1n preepic days of =5rf5"’: also

(88) Brihmans are excluded T, smmm froer @nft
Tl A

(89) =t (& ¥ ) WAB T WY T IR w0,

(90) See note 52 So also Indra’s share Money spent on
gambhing, sport, drink anu women was to be hept confidential
(gwr )

(91) Cf Ts admimstration.

(92) ,Jhis 15 the maximum 4 I 15 the muumum (",
AMZH ), EatE recogmses the value of money as the basis of
state  ABTY GAFEATY THLT ARG |

(93) sfE®: W of FI0T of defence of TT 1 TEEE
where he quotes ¥¥&'s policy towards 93 Women used as
instruments of destruction cf death ofwa(w n) a1 71,
agfias death (2ufz, &, 3 )"GI\FK talks of secret sssasination of
+ft, use of beautsful women to decoy WUIHs away from FI9dt
T (7 Wl ) AF geaar v 1

For home Polics FHAUMATT was essential +nd hspocriey
AEReTy fim gary, o

(94) AWIF TE ete W 11 6737 A0 an 66, 67

(95) @" 1 1 1 S& ® u 8 96 (contd) amzy
20 15 2, FAWE was lone  ihis nature was V3P sccond
to Him e wanted to give a definite shape to shapeless
cosmos  He sent out Vih o thnee by sphtting 1t wp
into three divisions  Tach generated hca\cn, nmos(pher:
and earth the three syllables senerate 3{’1. wry, MR of. farw ot
At divides the mysuc syllable 3 (logos Jinto twe letters and
four syliabic instantes, with first letter he siw 37 (mri‘a) all
worlds, desites and deities, with the sccond all luminaries

1s At = F30Y, 3w, win, e, Py

2nd HM =TT, TG, WO, D ete

<
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ird T = m%*;, S m etc.

4th o, ..

of. W, witar > fredEEt am

(96) =E.111.5 ‘

L (97) =@, SeedF. WA A wasiEr arg e TS, AT
Wﬂ‘\‘( -(i.8,9) S

@, A . A (TR »>TET->ALHI »earasmeaﬁ
etc.. TEW{; is identified with mwho 1s described 11Le gET I~
R. V. wamwm@ AgrAtgy AR ggEee ammrmm
g, .,

Cf. R. V. (x. 129. 4) T R L L o s SO o TS

Cf. 39, ATH: AMF: IS AB|ZG: etc. cf. Genesis (old
Testament ),

(98 ) Cf. TaT-TEAF: TSI GEAT YU AAMq(A:

(99) r'%mfa‘ia‘ir' others are (¥, Q?Wﬁf qFER. s '3

(100) Literary History of India, traces of totemlsm are
discovered in the Brahmanas., ASHI puts on FEOMHA covering
and rubs himself with the horn of the _antelope. . He puts on 2
head-dress of grass. 9 FW oot &te s il 1, 5. 18. 3.
qEATE SR HO I TEIEAT |

(101) =1 ==iqg, a?ﬁ:%:ma‘zr M. AL gives AT = ex'zag,
g = SEI, WERAT =AW, I = HF{@ fraAgan = gigsn:, ¢, =@
makes ST =93, -

(102) = Sremvra rramvma Fae srcaa‘zrg_ra (3. arr
i 6 ) SAFEVTHTAN T SAT WAGFg § (AT, ) ; of. THNT ITAAFG
2ar: R. V. (x. 90. 16) 51T finding he could not attain to infinitude
resolved to offer up himself in created things and thus attamed
self eﬁu]gence and supreme dommmn (5!3 xiii. 7. 1. 1) ma'
U T TERET ZATHATH TIgar g (@A, ). .

(103) <BuomET K W 9= &, 7.); L gIFEER in THE
and the birth of ITHUHA (4, &Y, )G'T%@E contams all gods, men,

o

animals, Vedas ete (9. ). a@tngnTma~al g=osq a4 fHeaq:

Mar(3. 13 ).
(104) &. @1, 1. 1. 10 Five is a mystxc number, cf. qienrg s
‘:I'Tiﬁl"l"‘f. qis: 9 ‘Iﬁﬂ"?{q qi’t"ﬂl‘i’ﬁ’{ H N
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(105) =0 = wigay, IEIT = MEETTY, 27T = FEATETHTIT
(#7416, 18),

(106) ¥PA="7"M:, TR =5wH, (@ =R, wq=qet
STfy = afE:, F07 = 319 ete.

(107) =itm git A mPa 94, B § v dedady 6 SrEEm
T e, F gwqn seam: |

(103) ST¥e FEAHAT GATHATN: [AT also AT Fghr =00k
afisyr aari..., 39t Praagnn amerhg gaie ) (dE) (v 33,
29,30)

(109) The clue 18 already furnished by AT cf. 8, @,
qriedt  dar IgEEL

(110) =ufg ag

(111) ¥uq. (7 R/)

(112) #. @, &amIg. a1,

(113) Cf. driarr of " with a retinue, also TATE,

(114) . aL o 9.6 il"l’fl and drawr perform this duty
Eﬂ. AL, W, & X, T, ). This revolting ceremony is not found in
2, 71, and may be attributed to Dravidian influence along with
the worship of Phallus.

(118) zFrenwhhlE,

(116) TEIT 2 T,

(117) ¥.8L§in9. 147 A1 describes how sixteen young
ladics surround the priest, seated on & swing and sing songs.
cf. christmas festival.

{118} F, AL 1. 2. 6also AT, The conversation between
the bachelor and the prostitute indicates the presence of
sexual orgy (R, a,) .

+ (119) ZA: X legend (W BL), T T gives the test of
human sictims,

(119) Deaties are fond of special wicthims {YWIX, W, )
gra=wN, Y=, AWM=, @y sty =3y e (later
discarded ), 773 = 70T, AR =577, SR+, T +, W, ¥
ot = faw, W= |, Alry =wral +

(120) %, & omr, o e ot gt awge

(121) T2 philosophy & Pessimism of Upanishad.



REL)\TION or EPICS ?.0. yol.
(122) % FA™ ol q’&nt:(?r,.m.vui.?fi)
(\2'5) AW ( (.)als ?z?:\ﬁmﬂ &’{gﬁ’sﬁ.

124) a3 ?'?z,mmrﬁﬂ, guat % RSTEAE f. the
olden 1ma £ Sita n & g%q@‘ e AT “1\%‘3?‘1‘
(. 1- 1.5

(125 arias, © he € stmcdon of the altes in <
AT, Wwhete al casures © \ eprese? d pricks 17

n aumber 2 aives 3 her tod wh’xch acihud all eities
(120 mith ¥ jetory of jtes
(121) ® . on ., % (King s )
(12%) |, XV
(129) iﬁﬁ?""é_at a9 2 RV ar, W,
(130) 4 AeTal ST aeER e FEad G N
{13&) &) 1. 3. et
1) & q AL A W%%ﬂﬁémx
(133) oAt ie L8 eh«iﬁm“aﬂ ;s mention’ 5
A, VB 5, %Y & B
(134) AR A7 A2 f g R NI L
HiAD ot AR (ﬁl'(“) c§ 3. 1@t W= % etc. of dhism-
(135 P A - g (- a) iRk
aea (R
(136) gt 9ee A, T pas 0 sle
pren® for o might-
(137) C Tt it 3.2{\?‘5@@’(“
(138 qgtae ¢ 3l )
(1393 2 ﬂﬂ\wms‘m? in peccad
(149) <t 'a?x,aﬁﬁ 3
(141) at i 12 FAL, e Y ga v
gods-
(142) @ 15 0 5 SHAFA
(143)  dad /A (aﬂms AT
G .
144) aea. A
”Famsa—fq a’m(a’x.z.)
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(146) Cf. ==, Afean,

(147) «4dqg 5.7,1, 5 cf. the initistion of a pagan to
christianity when llquor is used. ¢f. Fidessa and Duessa of
Spencer's fairy queen’ AAFAE Amyarat fAaaty sy g g4
Mﬁanqum{zgmﬁﬁm(* o andivs, 3¢ ) '

(148) itar, cf, Agani: [@RWE qwEay gRd el RV
( x. 151 ) Srdt vived g (740 7, W)

(149) &, @, WA, % & a0 as adulterers and vicious
gods.

(150) stwRe W, W1, €4 a@aat 9 AF ToTat T

(151) %. =i 10,

(152) =, x. 1. 5.

(153) .m0 & 9@, vi, S, 4, 8 TAN v, 9 AHTTASFATAR:
GURET AT :

(154) Cf.modern practices of, SUZIEAMA in  daily wore
ship. ®, ], xii. 3. 17 AAAAATTR: WA vi, 120 7K. x. 4. 4.4,

(155) &, AL ®Yge

(156) Fp® « AerEnel ArmaderRRt: (@ W, ), wi-
I, TRA & AAIE FFEAR, V. (3. 14 6. )

{157) T, i.45, 46 A, AL TR, WAL I, vii. 25 of, Houris
of Kuran,

(158) <, xi. 4.4, 1 of. F@AE I, the travel of the
BPII’I[.

(150) wv. W, Erget gy . e AR o ge
it g geew e & Fro: st

(160) ¥R, T9, T4, x, 5. 4. 15, xi. 2. 6, 13, FAOW QX A

T SR,

(161) Cf, ¥atlign. wa

(162) TEgR. I, T, xi, 6, 1.

(163) Cf. W sygfieeg ma oAt R, { 5. 16.3)

(164) >ept aamt wt (war, o, ) s afimfa & sl
FaAR (g7)

(165) wami, ww, & diabadr,

(166} &, B 4. 17 8w, 2001, 9 W, 7L WL
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(167) wfa, 71 BrrisRa aoirat 9 ATaHEaTr,, . FanEoat
@ There is no suggestlon made that the systcm is divinely
ordained cf. AT AGIVH il L YO (AT (v, 13)

(168) =@, ii.1.6 FARIAT FA WFRRARATTFRROTTE g Ramfr.
T SAi, WG, SRS LLEET w9 dgEt anasmer gad,
el 99

(169) o1, qoRnd Fia st 3a¢ FeRa AT TR
g 9fa Cf. The claim put forth by the Papal power in Medieval
Europe.

(170) W, &, vii. 22,

(171) . &1 Cf, gf%mzz in 7L,

L (172) =g, | mra ard = a9 9 frar § fed Ll
TR Aty arteol SR Aetaad.

(173) wig@ar, 1. 2, 21, 23 of. @IfFa. T9eidld, A95, JHI
TS99 are shidra like 919, GGy, ¥a @9@F ete. of, T =0
father of. J: T, TIFAATT GI70: ((FHTe )

(174) & =,

(175) =ea, a Arw|, ([41,)

(176) Jzaeam awea, ar,

(177) Cf. mqﬁw’s story in Ud- AT, #g, V. IV, T,

(178) rar, 4. q & o, aa,

(179) 9, 4. refers to a rich Shadra. Tl YoraT is a
charitable 3IF giving alms in thousands.

(180) zmiva.

€ 181) Cf. white civilization in relation to Negroes, Afri-
cans and others.,

(ISZ) F99 Ug" (4 &) i (mr) of. :mr T, Afaar-
e Tt Yt [UgEad but &3 #8101 GFE...is the old custom.

(183) Cf. ¥l T, W0 FEU-T qina=m:, o7g.

(184) |UT AUNEHTIATHIL AT TOAT FAU of. WY A WA
lost his caste after three generations by following agriculture._
etc. cf. YA,

(185) . =m. v. 14 AMHE #144, -

(186) (2) Condemnation of ZEF in &gfds and WAL- shows
the strength of the usage. .

«

Al
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cf uuﬂ{tmmmﬂmrﬁm@‘amm (R V])cf
a9 foarg (s Im waderEm {(aEaT i)

(1) ara arzm @ear gamn g g iR g
received the mimimum share, during father’s life time and main-
tenance after hus death

(187) v ox g8 Foifa aghvd g9 Gha aegl v¥e
QY arar A AARA of WAL T W oax |

{188) Ot YA (AT TR AAR QI FUT R R V)
qraanl gig ot Z3VITA AR AT AT of the birth of VAUE
a3 and 7, Za (fmrdae ) awer  fror)

(189) AMIAN s simile of Fire 2nd wind ¥Rt &7 15 how-
ever mentioned 1n V[ Bharata 8 HY A 46 $andl 10 11

(190) aeangAFzEGsTEEEl  faed aenfem @@
queafr A gam v (e 3 4 )wg@ o F@fy 91 ggp ar
L S O]

amzieitaaed Tt RV

g WA g At waft wia fryamn g« wiar @?m
s g

(191) TEEChT @a% TR (R \ ) of whmor (e
ECSY

(192) Fifer sf

5 (193) 4 SEtn 180 89 vin 41 + T mifw fag qis
226

(194) RAT TA also FT T2EFEB menuons TG as a

god of thieves

(195) mwwam 17 14 2 T 2%
10 ATA =/ guwes another
10 ¥R =743 system based on
10 ggw:ﬁtga 100 ( centinal )
10 R =a"Y the highest term beun
S mw ;
10 gy =qqdy Modern terminology
10 WT:‘:W 1s 2 combination of two
10 Praf=ug (a7) et 2
10 uz =whin HER and decimal

10 whga =1t system 1s from TA
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(:196) znawmnamqara(a =), @ Q?ﬂa“ @rﬁw “‘“,‘ |
wrongly connects TTTHUTT with the moon. o IF{T‘TTET S 1ncest Wlth
his daughtef and F&s with &IAL? © - - .

(197) ErEemead, mﬂaww@wuaw m'rzwa'. (R \'A XS
T = am FHATET STSEa: ( ram), Five year cycle HFET aR-
qHT etc. a & qmeq 17, 13,17 cf. AT A EWHWEI A month was. '
subdivided into, 5 weeks of 6 days each cf. TAHIT qEL )

(198) AATETHA (AT A @rmaarq (R.V.) sge: amqazr :
TR, FEittds aArsTEs ( T. B. 14, 11 14). ‘

(199) -wm?;r 93 H4AL. of, IWEEar, ' Ss

(200) H a1, i, 5, 2 W‘THWS WU'&T to. WTUTT a:a' %l'"\'tﬁﬁl‘
to e, g% (agrnr) is 1nausplclous to HGTs cf. T 37, aia'g"a' qT
SRt ]9 '?:,'TEUT?{E W@W%U’l‘ﬂ' ?TGTITE ﬂ'—g [iEifa = QTW-Z'
aq'ara cf. The position of planets on the eve of M war and death”
of Krishna. The star S1r1us is famous in the ep1c and classxcal: :
literature. cf. tgaﬂ. srqararqmam asmqraqgraa (4. 21.) ,

(201) ¥, =M. cf. e‘lﬁﬁﬂfﬂf at the funeral AL . -iv. -and T,
vi. 112. [ cf. fatsRaa (9, =i, The cow’ in.the VCdlC penod
was replaced by a goat during the epxc penod _

(202) The story of =4d. gvsoua'q is the founder

(203) . =1%, 49 mw JION TG mtmg A=Y R g—:rr
HITUORY TIF cf. also AT, , ..

(204) Ant1qu1ty of Hindu Medmme B ‘ ’ g

(205) BTQTEIEE,' is full of such’ charms of. T, e, 3T§E,‘ as
maker of spells IR, AL, . mentlons ?nar'cm Eﬂ'é'WTs who ‘were
alchemists. : : ‘

(206) Cf gaaar. The caravan addresses gAAAY as AT -
e, agft, Ward of, mgara.

(207) Cf HH@.’US case’ (W ), the phys1cxan brlbed by
RSN : .

- (208) ar@m av—@, ?@a and?vr@aa =, 2. 4. 4

(209) Cf ‘@'E’ﬁﬂ"é’ & cordlal(good to the heart)..

(210), Cf Tﬁ'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ'm’s case |, AN, .

(211) FIwm=T S=w.. aurqawqmmrrwmr na:qa ( wmr.
fe.)

C 2 (212) FWis :ni’m cf. FEATH: —:qur: in amver.b ;. A,



Nos.1 & 2] REFERENCES WITH NOTES AND APPENDICFS 73

(213) Typical fcatures of man & woman { I & &t )
(214) 13R class AT 59,

naf_ Their motion 15 minuately .
m IR " examined.

w R " of FU AT CAFTHICATK

v TR " N

v A i fafdTe, v, Agy, AT,
TR G B -

(215) W T 6 the elephants ate dinided into three
categonies, according to their size

Length Height Girth
7

an 5 5
ez 8 6 9
wr 9 7 10

By cross breeding 4 mixed types are evolved They were
captured 1n Vindhya & Iimalayan forests
White elephants were prized most ¢f ¥TUAA & eleplants at
FF{A V 4 ) This explains why Buddhists look upon a white
clephant as divine N
(216) =t fwaut AR GRSTAALTR . {7 ) Wean afay
15 common 1n ® W FENGT qUEAt Kashmerian mare was
remarkable for her gait (¥ =, {47z § F1#07, qAMGA also
(217) Cf 7T AT also RV In 0, a troop of dogs
was presented by ST to W@ of GRITETs dog (FAAT W4T )
(218 ) ISR The 1dea that the earth 1s unsupported and
1s moving dotn and down eternally 1s cited and contradicted.
%iWs are 7, 8 or 91n number, ‘The Brahmanas have not attempted
any such dnision  Only venious Lolas are meutioned
{219) Cf sia wyafRarasy (R V x)
(220) wax controls clouds and lLightmng
MMAY . the rise of luminarnies
I sbsorbs sea moistuse
TIE  carnier of balloons
faw  causes storms ete,
T causes the waxing of the moon.
QAT deprives men of their breath,
Vedic Maruts are 8 in number,
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(221) sgRA: gRT: FAIRG ... TR,
(222) . AT, FXA e%m i ‘qr’gcnga qm HAsd ®ag
TET 98 g (@A, ) R i GaiEanaT | 9F TR |
(22%) ot gaatat afade: a@iad + 298 g9y T
A frwarad a Sraraer LEE q9El A9 wEAd AT ITATEATL 319-
TR AR of, ARWFIEAM of §Hs & WOEHAE of TFs cf. Crea-
tive evolution, Bergson cf. ¥IRAT {§ @57 AeAT: The orxgxml seed
sersists though individuals perish At 79ad |
{224) = beg s, of, feadt wwiy O s |® § g o=y,
T T B TG AUAAT AT FA WA
(225) R.V. 5T UOH JGST QAT AT Fof TRALTNS IT1CT 2
frod. emzrgaaasdl e, for 9@ & TWs  SEnEH
FEAL cre. AT 3@”’2’{ is @5 made Deistic.
+(226) Cf. W4 7 meigfa: (fewa afMEwa oRATaTia-
A4, of. @A, He entered beings and gave them name and form
(AA 2.2, 7.), of. Praao,
(226) God is finite, Highest Principle is infinite. Gita
-harply distinguishes them, though immutability of the Highest
principle is stressed still from a higher point of view Brahman
is incomprehensibe cf A Afd.
(227) . ii, 109, Vedic bards had to win such fellows thh
persuasion, cf, WEEH T QH 5 |
(228) . dialogue between ¥® & JgT WIFR, AN, -

(229) Cf.=n=g¥’s legend:‘c’lﬁ‘, W, g9 etc. depart when 1
is gone. T

(230) “Cf. 9. ii. 4. 20, IRAFIISTZT for FRFEAL in &, VL. cf.
YREFGIIET on atonement. A JTASHT had to cut of his organ
and wander begging for years.

N (231) %W@’?ﬁ'ﬂlm (=mif*a. ) As the caste rules hardened

IS and EIETUI@!%; were condemned, cf. 0T (H, A1)

(232) TSIEIENAES .. 00T OY 9 FAG  AHTISIEICIATGH. ..o
M= ), :
(233 )Cf. Srdtats Tufg , waon oA (T, &)

(233) Cf. the priest seething in a hell pit because he
advised Somaka king to sacrific his son, ¥AT 99,




<
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{234) * Gita’ aims at creating such men.

(235) . vii.78. €5t txATTE THAT AT TAAT L FH 7 AT
ity ... arm@ gRagraar, of, wrgidn Atrod..a

(236) Cf. &, AL 307, AFA's legend.

(237) amzeafy S A fradymka, 5.8 bt &
st wavde (1. u, )y

(238) Tqrasiig {ﬁzx A ZEa AT 15 an older view later
disapproved, FitaR qrgr @ aEsiE A A

(239) ST, AW, The dispute about the prionty of mind to
words is quoted from Tait, San, cf. 7@, A7 v?rczmmr ARt &
FAGEUIASI cf, Brar, s g sivawieg g% faeaar.,

(240) This is sufigested by a simidlar dispute between
organs in which 3R is proved to be a king as body would fail
without it (2t ).

(241) Cf. gewrawdarg, pratle of AT M. AL vi. 33. wife
of TEI FTF gHAw enumerates the defects of speech, Speech is
defective (i) when it is not I%and, whward, g (i) when it is

wfirs wfym, TIndre, W, Frasifares, s, 7w, twi.

f?uz,trm W, Brerrm weg®, As are (i) cf. words (ii)
and sense (71, 37, ) five fold syllogism ¢9aaagaeq ar7a+q o
g, W, iv. 3 HiA praises TIHA for his perfect speech,

(242) Cf, vitqam, %,

(243) it mr, 3 amg M0 undergoes SRR ¢ =7, yiwg

. i, 2.2, 2. 6t = wfh, g = o sraAnEhet wovwEny ,

qaE = Gt + wlaE = wdes,

W, vii. 30 MLFRT o frad owt v e =gy

RAW, O, T { NGIAWIRTIO ) + 37EA { T ) = ez, miR,

(244) ¥ e wafa groaal Tgesink gfme ond
wadrafly T wapat ge arpE g

Cf. Re. X gt s cremat woqqe Ivwamaa, of, T
= of :mrw;n.

(245) WA i, 9, 14 Aol or sty dtermidr e
Musxcal profession was not yet disgraceful, but see 9L, cf. R,
VLK. 18, 3mum3ﬁt:wvm’mmg srad T o

(246) 9. W (v, 1)FE@WA six or three women (servants)
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dance round the fire ; the mves of the sacrificer play on lutes
qreEy =T, 5, 6. 8.

Musical instruments STETEST (flutes), @or (with 100
strings ),

LV, . 'JTUTY W$ ‘123, EﬁT T'IQ""HT (WHH"?TT ’CTWTT) W
JUIE, SATSFR T’W"’W ’T@ 3"'3‘\'34' HHT. \‘ﬂ"&' musical scale is dlS-
tovered, '

(247) W V.ii.

(248) Cf. =mfea. & Q199 incident, HEHAIIAT.

(249) Wi & EM099 Ancient Aryans very likely used fire
as their emblem, cf. . frofiT gwes... a ( froud o= )

(250) «fasgy, =7, I, AF, 3T etc, VST AT, (a'rﬁq
IF ) mentions chariots of one, two, three and four horses WR’
and QTEW‘\“

(251) HU, FAT, , P T, , 8, g‘:rrra‘aa gEwE gat daar
HEHT. ..

(252) witem, W, ST, W, AT, JHACAATAQAT, . ... (PAIAT SgH
AT

(253) Cf.9fE8s in ‘é{ﬁﬂf’f fight also |,

(254) =E<.

(255) #wT, | WiSH observed additional rules personally,
Temples, cemetaries TRRAT & AFAIT were not molested.
Maidens captured in war were not to be touched for a year,
cf. T, iii. 5.
(256 ) war, Wifed, 9T QFEEE FTAEAART EAEASE also
(257) W, G99, attack on W by FIad, A+, of, Hize,

(258) 6 258 UW. v. 52 :raaa*axr g gvat. ga%q g1 9gel
& guen mt@@g FATATAT 02 FUT SUOE AT T s case,

(259) Cf. ‘QEW s request to E’ITUI to save him . from such a
death. & #3, cf, Death by disease for a 8T, -

(260) TIowth ¢ EIHRATE T BN (FAT, T, T, 74T, )
cf. EAVA at HYAEAT and W' s TEAWE ; of, AP, 5O etc. cf.
modern Japanese practice of Hankan and Johdr by Rajput ladies.
TEF’s entrance in fire, cf. EIARA, cf. TS mﬁmma&m RV.x
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(261) FAAT dud not exist 1n Ragyedic perod.  The widow
sat near the pyre, but soon retired mt MY FOHT AT TAC
Fan: AR eqiaIenty ¥ B arardr . $R. expressly fortds
suicide, cf WE who extols 1t W, AFTS TAREWEL FUTH .

(262) Four wives of TG3Z enter the funeral pyre, ITH
entered the stream 3 A IWT The bier 13 carriedin 2 cart drawn
by builocks. People showered gold eoins and garments on
the bier as the procession marched Vedic funeral was more
solemn Women were sumilarly deched, but they were not to weep
A I AR AT AL, umm——mﬂ R, V. X. 18,7 w1,
omuts reference to RIEAL awing to s humantartan tendency.
. mentions it 1n the case of AT ¢f R V x yrawafuifmuary
x 16 7. Note that none performs Sat1at X38’s and Iaw’s {uncral,

Bunal also existed wn Rigvedic period  of gelagigata
Elrmas aur ey Rt (R Vox 18 10)

1263) ¢f I3

(264) AL qU Aoy At A § weffi g @ gEean
iR

(265} Cf the phrase WIZEA EFTA AL, T

(266) W {TR, The corpse on WHITA wifen. farfiergmey
el < A Sy e £, 9T E. A g 3 22
Dogs were let loos to devour a man, cf ﬁ“NR aulied Amand

AITIOTRYT

(267) 1TH's brothers werc allowed to sacrifice "G on
whom s heart was fixed of T Ay AGHRT AR AT
B a RAdE of R V. xTfuneral hymn &1 77 agmufirnay

Cf Igyupan & Chinese custom of entombing living senants
male nd female along with the dead master

(268) i protested against the 1dea that i shoutd offer
fafts and perform YT 1n memory of rmvn who was 2 great
sinner cf. § gyptein and Chinese custom (\f provding all articles
of food and funture to the deceased tn his tomb

(269) WM AEAANIET gewzAann S6R el oy
g7 7 aaﬁz Tref R\ x 10 wigd afrudedi v w3y wafeeraar
SryeaTm Ay mf, s talks of NPAATY,

1he dictum wRTAEAER Afivre @ fa® 1 cones into



(’2’72) w9 lays
a’g;gg;qT g‘a'{ g;_rc.v_ﬂa?' ¢ R (“ﬁ .
pridegroo™ This 18
3 r their
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{277) A9, WY women of. TWIT:s enjoyed equality of
freedom with men, WifEwd sy fre T fae =@,

{278) arg frggmr,

(279) Cf gewmararz-mfa, quEaer, mi, (9% m. 6 )
AT ¥Ty wife s 2 medium . ¥, TIAT mentions women
prophets

{280) | did not marry because of the difficulty of get-
ting a suitable husband (3T stfa wfEY) she was the davghter
of a A% prince

TR A A A1 O WeAA, R also ATREW RfT R VLoV
61, 8 gfa- geandam |

TWE W T, A says SRTTAC FOHRE T FITRIEN,

(251) Cf Daughter of Trivzem

(282) #ar wg of #F T anfeg WEd  Cf the marnage
hymn Ry < Ruwsfowglisa .

(253) @ =i, Franmraior fargfearggrs milder
punishment 18 also prescribed AT av fagors & ey WA gquy
of B & wg. WAl Sty

(284) W @, Wy W o @Y T GO g 4 i
o Tr e det andt 1, g7, oA 97 gE R gy ey
o e 9 frand an geid gord faw

(285) Cf ¥ Twwcm & giw and wnm, Aftdr &
Tt

(286) The number of slave women and independent women
servants in the employ of the queens 1s fabulous, they numbered
several thousands

(287) T wEt P e, w,

(298) (b)smary AR F=ar gecat wwwanmty wan
atlows the same period to AL This shows 2 bigher degree of
einilization than one found among other conquening races

(239} ¥r g7 sEn Fonen {F @ wyawmy Gyaet
faemnfR it They had togo to the law court to get thar
share TUTHTT RAR AT Ry In case of misconduct or remar-
naze they forfeited . Cf. F1F stopar wfvmsst arawdn o

A\ school of jurists clims that wadows are enntled to I ave
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maintenance. Cf. 3. &, ARABEAAGENEE AT, & Arama follow
this view, .
(288) (a)Elon, FOATRRAE: WA SAETIW of FERER
Titzen, @uEsar, gz?’mﬁ once thought of dividing 9192=s by using
women. In the Brabmana period the institution is not legalised.
'The class existed Cf. SW\HIWW Cf. ARG 714, iii. 2. 3
RRESTEIE] :r'aar T JEe: mm Cf. :g«z»:rqg‘a
(290) Fon T9 UHIST Q0T QIgMETIY TMI, SEREEIE

aetea AL frarE i fwn, wr, Cf. Gambler’s hymn R. V. X. 34
Al & ”T‘Tf’l'

(291) %, v, ‘)W&,WT—-”R LY, A, FTEe AE vi. 3. 6
10 F ({ crownlet ) 2. 4, “15 RO, iy ®gy, [T™, v. 15 A3,
WZEIF men were not behind women . A@. 6 they used
FIIT, YHZ, TF, mmm HFT m% The king was privi-
leged to wear ©FH on one ankle ( 3TR¢ coronation ) ( ¥JHAT) TEET
Girdle of gold set with jewels was put round thelwaist by priest.
AW BFERTe ( ARAW's gift ), FoF (amz, )

{292) Zd.v.1l.6. 8. IITRMF was worn at the time of
sports also,

(293) &wilyRA @@w fEtwdiA gmat @ = 73 At
menses, only the lower garment was worn. Cf. ﬁer at the
gambling hall, . ar. 2. 3. 10. .

(294) w@iar FEER loved @MW who was fond of #W&ET.
[IE’s father gave her TIWR ( a fragrant substance ) with which
she decorated her person. Approaching her lover she repeated
charms and won his love. Cf. e et faedl as the secret
art of FEIATWI FHAT FIEEIR ﬂmj?a'?( ard: gad mﬂrazm
[IAEGT ALLSIT At AL 24. 13, 4., A=I(G g9 R, V. x. Cf.
AT, & T, Cf, 91, &, GG

(295) . v. 15 Fmpagh, W@, vi. 3. 6. 10 f&EAtE@T gsael,
TgeEqgl gata: R. V. In husband’s absence TEIH,

(296) @ WMM{Y,. Cf. gIAT AHE! dispute FFFAH on
the banks of fumna etc. are holy water picnics, held at the end
of sacrifices Cf. qvzd, AT,

(297) . ii. 67 AAF FATF - AAFE FALG AT HAAL
& yraan
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(298) Cf. 7&wsw at f’s court.

WA, 1. 2. 3. 6 AR GTE AtwEitar gadiv oy f auwEda
ATESAT ST ATTEATHT 0 FeAR AR ek e Prfroam €7,

Cf. IAT AMEATA( eprsode

(299) AL AY. The dislogue between TaREt and AWT,
ST A B3R, TG 39, 7 R arnfaFR Ry, x. It s
recognised that af men are well-governed there cannot exist a
vicious woman cf. 7 €4t TR TR TSI and WA,

(300) TSHFASIZHAT A FA3A T Awrea § &, also 7w All
decoration, oil bath, out door sports etc. were prohubited cf. HT.
[,

(301) 8,513 4 GOUT of, W GJT, Waw's Court,

(302) 3RT #u, § &R, ¥ HA@ ACE, laws of inheritance
suggest Dravidian ongin ¢f modern Kerala system.

(303) @& 17, 1.9 Four types of ARYs are given, one type
consists of extled people who live among HtAs, They are
accepted into the Anyan fold 1f they give beasts in charity.
Another type covers peaple who live with A®s since boyhood
(1 ¥ azta Fafezan #eat noeae 798@g:, 2 ¥ wfen: axearat q8@g
3 ¥ sugn gedl.. 4 SETERTERE LYOAIg:

Wmn‘amf’ﬂ ctc..n 120 1. 2, 5, 14 7 & road ot
] m A At A s used for any hctcrodox people cf, &
Foatra shrgmEt mind g% waeka T RV, . 53, 14 Srdaats
are 50 called in 30Ty ©y,

W, V.22 + 309. The Enpinecening feat of % is remark-
able they used pulleys to Iift and carty | heavy stones.

304 )3 o, szt O ST gy ifte, wdor
QARG TUAR Dr. R. Mitea holds that QT oniginally denoted
the country and the people to the West of Kandahar, Arabia,
Persia, Medea or Assyma, At a later date the term included
Arabs, Asiatic Greechs and Egyptians. ®5¥ 15 not found 1n BIRST
hit. 1 39 it el W

WATEE A0 WX A a s Cf. 8w, g Sy,

(305) =T, iAo plag 3RFTIT AMW: uF HRT & TTs st
clasuified with 7T Cf, wearg Rrad 1 393

(306) WEEUGURITR GET: Rikshasas are the aboripnes

{
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of South India. The Brahmana periodis a record of struggle
between &3 & ST mainly; WHIAM deals with the struggle be-
tween the descendants of 89s ( now a mixed race) and UHNHs
T, iv. 51. ¥ is the chief architect of T™@T King of Vindhya
Mt. ¥, G, 99 is AGT, :

( 307) FAT is worshlpped by Asuras. Cf. . iv. 9%’s death

ul, gegiagrg, Cf. NRHAE =940 T o,

(308) Musw, Drama, archxtecture, medxcme etc. Cf:
ar, = 7. 5. 20 W\'I %rom‘sgirmr gmga Bﬂﬂ'&"[ g E'Eﬂ' HHGHT-
RrsqETIETg Cf dafast {Fam their vices are exaggerated .
v. 20 Cf. €Al T@at Wi, THTAr qeEiot €20t love of Luxury &
ease ruined them,

(309) W iv. 29I, iv. 33T v. 1 It was a swimming
feat,

(310) This ignorance is dehberate in some cases.

(311) mssa’s influence FZ¥A (%ﬁw R.V.) Q€A sraorr
syl A9 A0 A1 W @ A0 W FgeA©E, F 4. i 11, 5 quoted by
IqTEE,

(312) FAMqUs are censured in &. AT, for foul pronunciations
( g Qi afga: )

(312) oA geT fos s @, A iii. 1. 5. 24 alse
IqE for TTAR, AET for AEIE, .

(313) qE = {¥{Y T’Tfﬂ‘( = ETTTH’ IAF] = JAHE HHAT, BTITF;:
a‘fﬂ did not understand this d1a1ect

(314) Sarsdtis phonetically in the same state as q&Y
spoken by a tribe in TIFHN, [ & T,

(315) T V. 30 FEwes fG@ww ad Sgedent grgdt
e gegat A0 A REn Fae g gesal T At
w1 Stardtar WFI™ According to Genealogy TH0T had Aryan
blood in his veins. )

The language of Vanaras was unintelligible to Aryans.
Sita could not have understood a syllable of it. @&HO does not
understand the report of AIARAF by THAF. v, 63 W, vii. 36
EHY, was a linguist and ritualist Cf. ngh German & low
{German.

2
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(316) wata Wk At AT mcﬁ fknmms am% T
gfa, nReiaant aeig FEygiRg — e i

(317) Cf.wg g3t Humour in<qIT’s storyin diffcrent
ATEs, IX legends HF and the fish, T 7T ete.

(318) Cf. AT of AT,

(319) &3 wif¥, AT gives a list of sciences he had mast-
ered in 3310 ? cf. Budhistic universities at Nalanda & Taxila
where hunting and archery were also taught.

(320) CE. T97Z fight and Nature of Ashvins, .

(321) Cf. 7% in €, T°F & FAPIT a5 students of philo-
sophy, &1 going to J& for medicine ? 3130, and AT,

(322) At Nalanda nobles and princes sent their sons for
cducation, they richly endowed the institution.

(323) Cf 9weR’s wife and 7, Frequent ref. to IT@@TT
in the epic penod For discipline’see awa & his_disciples .
music was tabooed at later date cf. ¥, Wiy 1, Giew, 3 qmef,

(324) Princes had an elementary }.nowlcdgc of Vcdxc culturc
and 1carnt the following subjects ST, TA[E, i, 'd:'\;'l'{
e, IR wea, etc. of. the cxhaustive hist in zsr?uxﬂ ref. 7T
otx’s education & %‘nz frargaEa QU an idependent teacher
HI9 o servant of state.

Prohibition against music during the student life is of Iate
origin. Cf, %1 Zaaily, & wg, wi¥=Ayaid,. dagay (2. 178)

(325) SRF werardt g w@rrd AR, Q.

(326) #®T9 punished a wicked Shramana for adultery
with younger brother’s wife T. iv. 18,

(327) wawr agay, (el are exceptions, HTEWs [ost moral
prestige when they began to amass wealth,

(328) . ww, sSaREOTAEy gren FRagdgm @, ae
wom: (Fgman? )

. 3. 102 ik, 6 YA WREETEI: TYHRAL STETQRATAN .
QTATAA:, V. 13 QRies,

(329) 'rwmg‘itamhmm.

(330) 7, Tmivar also T AR APPTRE TR wlmwar
g ittty T M TCE A A AT el
TLIAT & CTATR schools, :
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(331.) @, faa. @t s fate R,

(332) a@0H’s QEATT of, 8. &7, IR TEEWE GRIT Fe@r
SIgH URTEAT WOl SNSET @4 qUIAT:

(333) . vii 43 They are absent in ATATs .

(334) CfuU.ii. 6, 14 Lamp-trees were erected in minor
streets, flags were hoisted on all trees in the town.

A chariot of 4 horses ( with § maidens a palanquin, white
bull and fine horse, ) marched. .

(335) Cf. 9RTIFAI-

(236) This is a symbol of world conquest.

(337) This is opposed to upanishadic and epic tradition
whcre %d is the highest Throw cf. ZWERg. FAF faframETaRan
&, also NI 74, HRATR FaABWaR (v, 4. 1.6) when all
five gold couries have their faces upwards then it is H& with
which he conquers five quarters.

(338 ) Cf. the two swords in the Bible.

(339) Cf. mr'a oz WFN:T on every JIHIGEAT, A4, divides
the manes into @MTs and JHIATs,

(340) Even a grown up man had to approach a wise man
for higher Ieammg with formahty cf . QRERqIOn: EE a@E. also
TG jv. 34 QETE FOYET TRAAT dI97

for {HaT WIAFA(AGT FAHD etc. see IAPH, T, 'VIany of
them do not belong to Brahmana period. e. g. the worship of ads
& 9Ws the Totem of the two non Aryan tribes,

AYTE was offered toa distinguished guest. A heifer, bull, or
a goat was presented to him and killed for food. With the
growth of humanitarian feeling the guest simply touched and
released it. ( cf. 9ILEHRT T, ) B, AT, a barren cow was offered. THT-
A was modified. ( 339 cf, . iii. G & qipedERT by TW) mto
T SASIQW on ANAATGEAT in the epic THTo iy 16.

FTEGTAT is very old cf. RV, ATeaieqq S{imal @rairg, €
iﬁiﬁar WHIA: etc TH performs it on 9% offering venison to
oaags F, (A9, cof. 9IgaT 79, _

(341) 99 allows all seekers after knowledge to receive
education from any inferior person. It includes both secular
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and spinstual learming, When 2 Brahman teacher is not availa.
ble, he allows Brahmanas to get education from a &I or A%,
of. AT, 7 RWo, 393, 7¥¢
Torft T B W i i |
frfrfr w Rrenfx gt ada 1 qee i
FATRNEATT TS frdrad |
STEATAT T QI AEAITAR I 1 399 1
weurr gt frammrdiaaag i
ARTIFY 9 AT Hwd IR u e n
We have already noted how 49 #%% 5 non-Brahmana was
at first cursed and driven out of the sacrificial hall on account
of fus inferior caste, but [ater welcomed a3 2 respectable priest
by other sacrificers (¥, BT, ) In RIF2RT FrgRYAT there are 1n-
stances of Brahmanas approaching s W@ to get spirtual
knaowledge.
As the barriers of caste became more  tght the process of
assimilating men of learning into the highest class disappeared,

The attitude of AT 13 dsfferent from that of the author of &YW
T 10 this respect.

GENERAL INDEX
{ Contanued from Page $6)

Vysikapi 4, 51 Yaureds 65
Vitea 23, 24, 65, 83 Yalyss 33, 45

w Yema 25, 37, 61
War 37, 63 Yamt 37
Wile 42,75, 77,79 Yitka 48, 71, 82, €3
Witch-eraft 21, 33 Yavana 45, 81

Women 21, 41, 42, 43, 44 (Seamy  Yayin 30,52, 59, %2
tide of), 48, 49, 73, 79, B0, therr  Yoma-philosophy 33

inflacnce in politics 44, 59 Yogic powers 33
v Yudhigthia 33, 73
Y 2dsvas 6,10,15,40 z

Tolavalkya 1, 34, 62, €8, 51, 83 Zoology 33, %3




APPENDIX A

The rise of the new philosophy which gradually kills Vedic
religion in which sacrifice through 31 to the various vedic gods
is the principal mode of religious worship ZTFd: 81, 2§ 375-agFr
dialogue. ST lost his wealth and power. He is defeated by
gods and bound with ropes. But ™ acquired the highest
philosophical knowledge. He was perfectly calm and peaceful.
%% puts him the same question that he had done to % & T=FE
before. FHMI gives a similar answer. He delivers a similar
philosophical sermon to ¥& Therein he propounds the theory
of predestination. Since all things are predetermined by the
creator—{ Gad ) why should one be sorry or gleeful ? A philoso-
pher should be quite indifferent and neutral amidst all changes
of fortune. He is never angry, never afflicted with grief but is
always unruffled in spirit and steady like the Himalayas. It is a
key to happiness.

In the Upanisadic period & and ﬁﬁa'a’—-{ather of aA—go
to SSTIR to obtain the knowledge of &, AT misunder-
stands the teaching and goes away satisfied. ¥X returns again and
again with doubt until he gets the correct knowledge of ITHA,

In the epic period the situation is changed. fIU=M’s son
% becomes the greatest philosopher and saint and-§*X approa.
ches him for the highest knowledge. What metamorphosis ?
&% riding his favourite elephant begins his search for @, He
finds &3 in a deserted house in the form of an ass, eating chaff
as described by T&18d ( &R having defeated all S1gTs and i mqu1r-
ed the whereabouts of 1% whose wealth is inexhaustible 1nsp1te
of his eternal gift-making).

%% asks him *“ Are you not unhappy in your present posi--
tion, considering your magnificent and flourishing past ? >
reprimands %% for his unchivalrous remarks and says  your
mind is vulgar therefore you are talking in that strain. %%
repeats his question,

86
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&% gives him a long lecture, Its purport is. Everything in
the world is dependent on Time, All creatures have to submit
toit. My present state is not the result of my previous evil
FH; it is entirely due to Time. As I have secured STTE why
should I be jubilant or sorry for the good or evil that I
experience ? That all-pervading force-Time-—will also dethrone
you (%) in due course, (Note the Upanishadic law of Karman
is out right rejected } (TR, 3t 33¢),

% meets 9% a sccond time in a mountain cave. TX is
riding UWAT and he is followed by other gods. @™ is a
prisoner, but he is neither sorry for himself nor jealous of F2's
pomp in his eaptivity., He delivers another sermon to §% who
applauds afd’s spirit of complete resignation and tranquillity and
spares his life. WA, &, 98 TFATIL AR, TH becomes a saint
and philosopher after his defeat.

qIHa, . A FRAFR YA1Z. TR had obtained ATHAE. He
was feading the life of an ascetic in a desolate house (the same as
&' ), 7 admits FIZ has ail possible virtues and he is leading
a peaceful and calm life, X inquires the cause, XWX exphins
to X how and why he is not miserable and unhappy even
though he has lest gll his wealth, status, grandeur and is
vanquished by the enemies (gods ).

The object of the story in the Upanishad is to exalt the
importance of 2AHWH even the great god of Vedic and
Brihmana period s imperfect unless he possesses BRI,
Thus indirectly %% is reduced to the level of an ignorant man,

TLRA goes a step ahead. In it demons like €T, afa,
TR and 7% play the part of saints and philosophers. They
impart spiritual knowledge to the principal vedic god TX €2
inapite of his heavenly empire and grandeur is painted as an
impudent blustering philistine. His downtrodden adversaries
assume-the function of preceptors and enlighten him. 1In the
Upanishadic period TX goes to another pod ~qATIR who instructs
him. That is not 25 degrading as his going to his defeated
foes for BIEIN,
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qrfed. o, awl  ReEgieeT .

A devout Brihmana named ¥F loses the merit of his life-
long penance the moment he thinks of offering a deerasa
victim in the sacriﬁce.Q Non-killing is declared to be the highest
religion { SITEQT IW@TIH: )

Direct condemnation of sacrifice is found in several places’
in AR because it entails killing.

Vedic gods are utterly discredited. FTU-FUH% is put in
the forefront. Vedic gods and sacrifice are inseparable, There
vedic sacrificial system has to be overthrown. This is achieved
in various ways. dT does it mildly by changing the meaning
of ¥ and assigning a lower place to sacrificers of vedic type.
Vedic %, like Nietzsche's superman, is beyond good and evil
This ideal is no longer of service to combat the influence of
Budhism. Following the clue of Budha’s previous births a system
of TI%’s avataras is evolved and presented to the people in an
attractive form. The process of F1’s deification is clear from
the following episodes.

9 FWIEIA at the court .of FITE’s.

2 frgeaea in T, .

3 FWIYST at the close of USHY performed by IR,

¥ F1 reviving the life of still-born son of STU-SATUHY.
4 The famous declaration ¥¥T4T9 qIgaIsy AT FTG:,

¢ Addition of EREW as a 19th 99 to WEWRA makes it
complete.



ArreNpIx B
Supercession of Vedic T7X by eplc Fw-fauy,
Common traits

vz

(1) &% is born miraculously
of. Rv, IV, © hymn.

He is s,

(2) Through shame %%'s
mother concealed him in 2
secret place after his birth,

AT AR G ReE A
fidorsgey (Ry. )

(3) At his birth there wasa
violent storm in (aerial)
waters, he stopped it by letting
out the waters through a
channel Rv.

anfozie: R s

(4) X destroys the chariot
of Sqg,

(5) %X kills 3R {serpent)
who by obstructing the flow of
aerial waters had caused havoc
and allows the waters to flow
for the good of the people.

(6) He kills 3f¥ lying in the
mountain

sy 918 Rifugm (Rv.)

(7) ©X hills 9% by using
fraud.

(8) &%

s,

defeats  powerful
It is his special duty.

(9) ©Z made the flying
mountains stable (by cutting
their wings )

T qaaray fET AEmE, (Ry.)

b
(1) 97 appears as g five-
year child at birth
His birth is miraculous.
(2) % was also concealed
by his father, through fear, in
Gokula.

(3) At the touch of F™M's
toe the Yamuna which was in
spate suddenly became quiet
and fordable,

(4) 77 Lills THGT

(5) 7 Lills F1RAT who had
poisoned the water of the
Yamuna and makes it pure and
uscfut for the people.

(6) He kills §37% who was
fast aslecp in a cave, unexpec-
tedly.

(7) Rer (mfdg) kills Rsa-
%Y similarly.

(8) AT by assuming various
incarnations defeats ¥d's and
WwiB's,

(9) f (TUL) makes the
sinking earth stable by lifting
itup.
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g
(10) =2's weapon is dHA

which has many sharp points.
With 931 he kills his enemies.

(11) %2 is Mafy a9 Mafy-
{-"5 RO (RV )

(12) %% cnjoys the company
of nym phs in 9°F garden.

(13) %2 is the paramour of

ATHAT.  He enjoys her fraudul-
cntly.
(14) z*2  assumes various

forms by his miraculous powers
(AR 9559 T8 (Rv.).

(15) Formerly people prayed
to TFZ for victory in battle
against enemies AT AT SHATH
antag (Rv. ).

LIET S 9HT FIWEATO S (Rv. ).

(16) %°&’s love for his sister
1s well known.

rival,

RELATION OF EPICS

[P. 0. Vol. XIIT

ey

(10) Fwr (ﬁim) has a gmm
which has many sharp points.
Fl kills BE9® and others
with this weapon.

(11) T is WIS, the lord of
COWS.

(12) W sports with TY’s in
the grove along the Yamuni
river,

(13) F is the paramour of
. ﬁim violates the chastity
of =71 by using fraud like ¥=.

(14) Epic & takes various
forms to dcstroy demons c. g
ATy, 9@y, gwE. ged
censures 9T because he uses
HTT to deceive the enemies.

(15) The world when harras-
sed by Demous and T&®’s
approaches epic &9 for relief

. with prayer.

(16) T loves T (&adY )
his adopted sister.

Note that T has to assimilate all the qualities of his old

In order to facilitate the succession of 7% by ﬁWT BT, I
stopp ed the age. -old worship of &% and replaced it by the new
worship of HCRTIBITy (gf@xm). This in effect means $9 (his
devotees ) discards Vedic sacrifice i in which &% figures promin-
-ently and starts the school of ¥HHIT in which he himself ( FwI-
) is the highest god.
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Bharats 39, 73, 76

thmtn—-dutiqn( the book and war
7,

Bhiratas—a trabe S

Bhima 34, 56, 77

Blusma 2, 10

Bhogavat: 57

Bhojas 7

Boat——inearnation 22

Botany 33

Brahmi 24

Brahma and Kshatm 9,13

Brihmana penod 1, 4, 8 9, 15, 17,
21, 22, 23, 26, 34, 35, 39, 45, 46,
49, 61, 64, 65, 82

Brihmanas 12, 13, 14 (Prc(crmnll
treatment in Law) 15, 16,
(Pu'werm State), 28, 2‘) 30 Jl

35,35, 39, 40, 44, 43, $1,' 72, 38,

Buhmm 25,34
Brahmamism 2, 49
Bride-moncy 60
Budha 9, 22, 4
Budhism 2,9,23,29,49,78
C
Cnb:sx:)et—m’lumcﬁ of 13, members

Cambrnidge Hastory 3, 56
Castesystera 15,27, 28,29, 62, 85
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Cattle-farm 16, 64

Chandogya-upanisad 14, 60, 68, 70,
74, 75, 80, 81, 84, 85

Charaka 33

Chastity 42, 79

Chitrafigada 78

Christianity 29

Coins 6, 64

Confession 35, 62

Coronation 50, 51

Corvee 16, 64

Cosmology 17, 18

Courtesan 16

D

Dahlman 3
Daksha 23
Damayanti 42, 72
Dianavas 45, 82
Dancing 37, 42, 43, 44, 45
Disa (Dasyus) 8§, 29, 57
PDadaratha 7, 30, 39, 58, 77
Daudanti 5
Defence 15, 16
Devipi 58
Devayajin 26
Devayani 80, 83
Dharma (Yudhisthira) compared to

Christ 3, 10, 46, 50, 74, 77
Dharma-sutras 60, 63
Dhaumya 11, 83
Dhritarashtra 2, 21, 58, 711
Divodas 5, 56
Praughts 49
Draupadi 2, 30, 42, 44, 56, 62, 65, 80
Dravidian culture 22, 31, 45, 81
Driadvati 4
Drupada 30, 62, 68
Durgs 23, 24
Duryodhana 28, 65, 76
Dushyanta 44
Dvipa 34,73
Dwiraka 6, 76

E

East Bengal 8
Ecclisiastical Council 14, 63
Education 47, 48, 83, 84, 85

GENERAL INDEX

Elephants 15, 73

Epic period 1 (interpretation of), 8.
14, 23, 26, 27, 31, 40, 42, a6, 47,
62, 72, 83

Ethics 13, 35, 41

Eugenics 41, 78

Exogamy 40, 77

F

Faith 24, 35

Fire and other ordesals 14

Fish incarnation 23

Five sacred fires 5, 19, 38, 39, 40
Funeral 39 F, rites 39, 77

G
Gambling 13, 16, 49, 51, 65, 80, 84
Ganas (Grimas) 9, 10, 24, 58
Ganapati 24
Gandhara 7, 15, 82
Gandharva 40 .
Gandharvas 25, 28, 37, 40, 45
Ganges 5, 20
Garga 32
Garga-Samhitz 72
Gargi 41
Gargi 83
Gavimayana 20, 32
Genealogy—of Solar kings 1, 54, 55,
56
—of Lunar kings 52, 53, 54
—of Videha kings 55
Geometry 32
Ghosghayitra 28
Gifts of land 12, 84
Gita 8, 26, 28, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 74,
75
Gomedha 21
Gopatha Brahmana 3, 7, 54, 65, 66,
70, 15
Great Bear 32
Greece 9, 26
Grecians 37, 81
Grhya Sutras 41, 62, 70, 72, 74, 77
78, 80, 84
Griers on—on Kurus and Pafichila 6
Guilds 14, 28, 31, 32
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H
Hajhayas 5
Haniimat 4, 37, 45, 63, 75, 76
Harifchandra &
Harivafisha 23
Harsacharita 76
Haryeiva 5
Hercticr 14
Himilayas 3,6, 73
‘Hindu Pantheon 22,23
Holtimann 2
Homer 47
THopkins 1
Horsesacrifice (Advamedha) 20, 21
THouris 69

ifice (P dba) 21,

Kali—a throw at a gambling match
Kali-yuga 1

Kalings 45

Kamarpa 7, 56

Kiimbhejas 15

Kanika.niti 16, 17

Kanva 47

Karna—hero of Bhirata 3, 10, 62
Kiartikeya 63

Kashyapa 57, 58

Katha 26

Kethiawar 6

Kaurayina §

Rausalyd 7, 58, 59, 79
Kaushiroki 9

Tuman
67
Hunting 49

| ¢
Tkyvalu 1,7, 52, 54
Tmage-worship 23
Income-tax and other levics 16, 64
Indra 4,13, 22, 23, 24, 27, 33,37, 51,
61, 63, 65, 68, 69, 72, 75, 83
Indtigl 4
Indus 31,58
Rina 22

Jabali 34
Jaiminlya Brihmaga 53
Jain-Nyiys 74
Jatakas 4, 7,33,35, 55,95
Janamejaya 3, 5,21, 52, 54, 56, 57
Janhus 6,53
Jatdsandha 6, 7,21
Jatykas 12
Jaya 2
Jayadeva 83
Jayadratha 7
Jevons 21
Jumna 5,20
K
Kacha &
Kidambart 63
Kadr 83
Kuikest 7,30, 44, 59,

Kautilyn 42, 58, 59, €0, 63, 64, 65, 71,
6, 79, 83

Kavagaailaga 62, 70

Khiandava—burnt by Arjun 8

Kichaka 39, 77

Kikages—identified with Vrityss 7,
57

King—of Katis 3, king's coronation
10, 50, 51 an jdeal Ling 12,13,
17,27, 28,49, 61

Kosala 7

Kraivys 6

Krivis 6

Kitna 6, 10, 22 (Names of Siva}, 23,
24,25,37, 2

Kubera 32, 40, €8, 81

Kumirm 22, 23

Kumbhakarma 4

Kuruksetra 3, 4, 56

Kurupadchila 2,5, 6

Kurus 3,5, 6

Kufa %, 58

Krta 84

Kshatriyas 28, 32, 35,40, 49, 61, 70,
76, 85

L

Lakymi 4

Lalivvistina 4

Land revenue 16

Lankz 37,33
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Legislative Council 11 Nalanda 83
Lichavi 9, 58, 63 Nami (Nimi) 7, 57
Logic 36 Namuchi 22, 24, 50, 65
M Nirada 59, €0, 65, 79
Madrakas 45 Naraka 26
Magadha 6, 7 (anti-Brahmanical Narasinha 22
spirit of the people) Niriyana 22, 23
Migadhi 46 Navigation 64
Magic 18, 21, 33 Nepal 82
Mahibhirata—war 11 M B. and Nietzsche 25, 29 (view'! on [caste-
Iliad 47 system),.41
Mahiarastri 46 Nisadhas 6
Mahavrata 20, 21, 37, 75 Niyoga ( Levirate) 31, 78
Maheshvara 23, 24 Non-Aryan tribes 8, 15, 22, 27, 32,
Maitriyaniya Sahmiti 71, 82 33, 40, 46, 57
Manu 11, 40, 49, 59, 60, 61, 63, 64, o)
) 70, 71, 77, 78, 80, 81, 83, 84, 85 Orissa 8
Marriage 40, 41, 78 Ornaments 80
Maruts 73 P
Masnira S Paishiicha 40
Mithava-videgha 7 Pakayajna 29
Mathuri 6, 15 Pali 46, 82
Matsyas 7 Pafichilas 5, 6
Maxmiuller—on the histotical value Pandavas1, 2, 3 (show traces of
of the cpics 2 Non-Aryan tradition) 4, 65
Miya 34 Pandu 71
Mayisura 36, 65 Panis 4
Medicine 33, 72 Paradise 25, 26
Medieval-Furope 9, 70 M. friars 24 Paramount Power 9
Megasthenes 58 Paradurama 22, 63, 83
Mind—static and dynamic 36 Pargiter 1
Mitra 50 Pariksit 3, 5, 54, 57
Mlenccha 45, 46, 81 Patti 15, 63
Mrtéakatika 71, 76 Pausiiyana 58
Muchakunda 23 Penal Code 13, 14, 15, 61, 62, 63, 64,
Mudgala 25 74
Music 37, 38, 44, 76, 83 Phallus—worship 22, 23
Muzumdar 58 Pillar (yGpa) 22
Mythological-explanation 3, Pindas 49, 51
. N Piddchas 33, 46—Paifachi 82
Nabhaga 1, 52 Pitrs 51, 84
Nagas 8, 40, 46, 57, 84 Pole-star 32
Nahusga 35, 74 . Polyandry 2, 30
Naimisiranya 57 Polygamy 30, 42, 71
Nakula 11, 34, 75 Popular Assembly 9, 10

Nala 34, 49, 56, 63 Prahlada 74
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Pragipats 17, 18,
Trauloma-marriage 29
Praupa 5
Pratardana 5
Pritssutsana 5
Pravahanga-panah 6
Primogensture 10
Property 30, 31, 45
Prostitute 40, 42, 67,
Public txchequer 13
Purdah 42
Turedisa 19
Purohnta 5,9, 28, 59
Puru 30, 52, 59
Pururavas 37, 43, 52

8, 80

Purus 5
Turusirthas 13

Q
Queen 20, 42

R

TRaghtuvaii§a 64, 72

Rarvataka 37

Ripanya 11

Ragasuya 4, 20,21, §7

Rnks&sns 8, 33, 36, 40, 44, 45, 46, 81,

Rama 1, 22, 23,43, 73, 84

Rimiyama 1, 4, 11, 12 33, 4%, 5%,
5963, 6876, 7854

Rivaga 3, 4, 37 39 40, 77, 79, 81, 82

Religion 26, 23, 35

Republies 10, 15, 58

Rgveda 4 (compared to mmﬁynmz
5, 13, 28, 33, 34, 45, 46, 47, 49, 6!
66, 6%, 69, 7\, 3,74, 75, %, 7
75, 80, 81’

Royal 33

Royal-clan 13

s

Sabha Parva 82, 56, 57, (0, 63, ¢4, 65,
€9, 32, 75, 96, 36, §2, 84

Saenfics §, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26,28, 31,

, 43, 45, 47, 48, 37, €0, 63, 81

Sadinirs (Gunduck) 7

Tahadesa 11

Sikyas 63

95

21,22,24,61,66,72  Salvas 7

Salvation 23, 24, 41

Samaveda 65

Sambiks 62, 70

Sanatkum3ra 71

Safjays 11

Sinkhya 34, 67, 74

Sansknt 45, 45

Santanu 58

Sants Parva 10, 13, 19, 26, 55, 60, 61,
64-72, 7478, 83, 84

Sanvarana §

Sanyisa 48

Sanyisin 4-9, 83

Sipindya 40, 78

Sarami (RV x, 108) 4

Saraswatl 4, 5, 7, 20, 57, 72

Sarmisthl 80

Sarpas 8, 57, 84, S, widy3 72

Satapatha Beahmana 3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 22,
23,25, 26, 0, 56, 58, 9, 61, 62,
63, 65-72, 74, 75, 57, 79, 80, 51,
82, 84

Satee 39, 76, 17

Satrgyta §

Satvantas 5, 6

Satyavats 41

Sell smmolation 39

Shikhis 45

Shaluntaly 41

Shalya 34,38

Shankara 23

Shiva 22,23

Shourasen 46

Shyaddhx 40, 41, 77, 84

Shukra 23, 83

Shunassheps 30, 67, 70, 73, §t

Sibi—author of a vedic hymn 6

Sibis 6

Sind—Aryan Colonizstion 7,34, 58
73 (horsen)

Sindhu 1ouviras 15, 45

Sifupsla 10

Sits 4, 43, 44,73, 75, 72, 82

Skands 23

Slave 13,27,37, 42,39
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Smith 68

Solar dynasty 7; solar eclipse a year
32; solar-race 54, 55

Soma 13, 22, 25, 27, 50, 80

Sona 6, 7

Spencer—Fairy Queen 69

Spiritual mediums 36, 41, 79

Spy system 16, 17, 43, 59

Subhadri 3, 40, 78

Sudeva 5

Sadra 14, 21, 27, 28, 29, 30, 40, 46,
61, 70, 71, 78

Sulabha 33, 41, 75, 79, 83

Sumittd 79

Suparni 83

Sushruta 33

éyena—sacriﬁce 68

T
Taittisiya-Aranyaka 19, 23, 67
Taitt-Brahmana 19, 31, 56, 57, 61, 65,
66, 67, 68, 69, 72, 74, 75, 80, 81

“Taitt-Safihita 10, 75, 80, 81

‘Taksaka 8, 40, 57, 72

‘Tandya Brahmana 7, 10, 14, 32, 33,
45, 56, 61, 65, 67, 69, 70, 71, 72,
76, 77, 78, 80, 81, 83

“Tangnaptra 58

Targ 62, 82

Tatta 31

Taxila 8, 83

Toilette 42, 80

‘Tortoise-incarnation 23

‘Totemism 18

“T'rigonometry 32

U
Udyoga Parva 57, 61, 64, 71
Ulapi 57, 77, 78
Upanayana 51

Upanisads 4, 19, 21, 22, 24, 34, 48,
69, 74, 717, 83

Urvadi 37, 43, 44

Ushas 22, 23

Udinaras 6

Uttara-kurus and Madras 6, 79
v

‘Vichaspati 39

GENERAL INDEX

Vadava 83

Vaidarbhas 6

Vaidya—on Pandavas 3

Vainya 28

Vaidya 14, 28, 29, 30, 32, 46, 61, 64, 85

Viajapeya 20

Viajasaneya Samhitd 69, 70

Vali 4

Valmiki 47

Viamang 22

Vinaprastha 48

Vinaras 45, 82

Vanga 45, 56

Varanasi 5

Varnasankara 26, 29, 42, 78

Varsa 34

Varuna 22, 24, 50, 64, 69

Vagas

Vasavadatta 80, 81

Vasistha 5, 27, 64, 76

Vasuki 8§, 57

Vatsa 14

Vatsas 5

Vatsydyana 42, 62, 80

Vedinta philosophy 24

Vedic Religion 2

Vena 61, 65

Vernal equinox~—in Krttikd and
Rohini 2, 32, 56, 72

Vesali 9

Veterinary science 34

Vidarbha 56

Videha 7, 55, 56, 57

Vidula 44
Vidura, 10, 33, 46, 71, 77

Village Council 12

Vinayakas 24

Vindhyichala 23, 45, 73, 82

Vipula 33

Virata 19

Virochana 83

Visnu 8, 13, 22, 23, 24, 25, 66, 68, 84

Visvamitra 6, 27, 30, 56 I
a i i-Brahmanica

o 44 (Vaabas), 45, 46, 81

{four types of)

[ Continued on Page 85)
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