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Wikisource + Libraries = 
Building a momentum 

towards building of Sum 
of Literary knowledge

Bringing Punjabi books from shelves to Wikisource.. 



   History
April 2017 - 742 pages
January 2018 - 1196 pages
January 2019 - 8320 pages
August  2019 - 26189 pages
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Rajindra Victoria 
Diamond Jubilee 
Municipal Public Library

Glam-Wiki Partnership with Victorian era 
Government Library



● Over 100,000 books
● Punjabi - 20303
● English - 18663
● Hindi - 21342
● Urdu - 5960
● Books in other Languages: 

Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic
 

Survey 



Public Domain in 
India 

● The Indian Copyright Act, 
1957 

● Copyright Act 1911
● {{Pd/1923|Year the author 

died}}
● {{PD-old}}

http://copyright.gov.in/Documents/CopyrightRules1957.pdf
http://copyright.gov.in/Documents/CopyrightRules1957.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_Act_1911
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Template:Pd/1923
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Template:PD-old


Modes of Research
● Manual Research via archives and Author bio  book directories
● Wikidata quarries
● Online sources, including Wikipedia, Wikisource, Internet archive 

and other online directories
● One-on-one outreach with scholars and professors and publishing 

company
● Consultation with copyright experts for Indian authors



Scanned works 
with over 7000 

pages



Challenges

● No online cataloguing at library
● OCR issues for Indic languages
● Fujitsu SV600 Scanner only digitized small sized 

books
● A layer of OCR was detected during uploading
● Copyright research was time consuming due to 

lack of references



● Wikisource training 
workshops

● Meetups
● Online campaigns and 

contest
● Social media campaigning 

Community 
Engagement



Proofreading contest

  21st December 2018 to 31st January 2019
   49 participants

Validation Campaign

1 February to 31 March
25 participants

Online 
Campaign



THANK YOU!

Tools Used During 
Campaign

● ProofreadPage extension
● Indic OCR
● Wscontest tool



Outcome
April 2017 - 742 pages, 567 proofread
January 2018 - 1196 pages, 636 proofread
January 2019 - 8320 pages, 6994 proofread
August  2019 - 26189 pages, 12533 
proofread

366.67% ⇧growth of editor 
demographics
889.79%⇧growth in Punjabi Wikisource 
from previous stats of January 2018 



Punjabi Wikisource has 
become the fastest 
growing Wikimedia 
project in the world 







This is my main point
Montserrat Bold



Wikisource editors stats with 50 + edits in 
October and January





This is my main point
Montserrat Bold

Where we stand now - Stats from 12 
August 2019



Next Steps?

Heritage 
GLAM

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Heritage_GLAM

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Heritage_GLAM


THANK 
YOU!

making "the sum of all human knowledge" 
accessible in their own mother tongue in the 
form of free ebooks in different formats

How to make that 
accessible on the 

internet in the form 
of free ebooks


