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EpMUND SMITH 15 one of those lucky writers
who have, without much labour, attained ligh re-
putation, and who are mentioned with reverence
rather for the possession than the exerbon of un-
common abilities

Of lus hfe httle 15 known and that little claims
no praise but what can be given to mtellectual ex-
cellence, seldom employed to any virtuous purpose
His character, as gnen by Mr Oldisworth, with
all the partihty of friendslup, which 15 smd by
Dr Burton to shew ¢ what fine things one man of
parts can say of another, and which, honever, com-
prises great pare of what can be known of Mr Smuth,
it 1s better to transcribe at once than to tahe by
preces I shall subjain such httle memorials as ac-
cident has enabled me to eollect

7 ~
Mr EDMUND SMITH was the only son of an
eminent merchant, oné Mr Neale, by a daughter of
the famous baron Lechmere Some musfortunes of
Ins father, which were soon followed by his death,
VoL X

nere






SMITH 3

¢ — Lgo nec studium sme divite vena,
¢ Nec rude quid prosit video ingemum, alterius sic
¢« Altera poscit opem res, & conjurat anuce
i i
He was endowed by Nature with all these excel-
lent and necessary qualifications winch are previous
to the accomplishment of a great man  His memory
was large and temacious, yet by a curious felicity
chiefly susceptible of the finest 1mpressions 1t re-
cetved from the best authors heread which 1t always
preserved 1 therr primitie strength and amable
order

He had a quicl ness of apprehension, and yiaaity
of understanding, which easily took m and sur-
mounted the most subtle and knotty parts of mathe
matichs and metaphysichs  His wit was prompt
and flowing, yet solid and prercing, his taste deh-
cate, Ins head clear, and his way of expressing Ius
thoughts perspicuous and engaging I shall say no
thing of Ius person, which yet was so well furned,
that no neglect of himself mn s dress could render
1t disagreeable nsomuch that the fursex, whe
observed and esteemed him, at once commended
and reproved lnm by the name of the handsonte
sloven An eage: but generous and noble emulation
grew up with him  wiich (s 1t were a rational <ort
of mstinct) pushed lm upon strnmg to excel i
every art and science that could make hum a credit
to Ius college, and that college the ornament of
the most learned and polite unnersity and 1t was
Ius happmess to have several contemporaries and
fellow students who everciced 1nd excited this virtue
m themsehves nd others, therebv becoming so
B2 de-



4 SMITH.

deservedly m favour with this age, aud so good 4
proof of its nice discernment. His judgment, na-
tuially good, soon'1ipened mto an exquisite fineness
and distingwishing sagacity, winch as 1t was active
and busy, so 1t was vigorous and manly, keeping
even paces with a rich and stiong imagination, always
upon the wing, and never tued with asping. Hence
1t was, that, though he writ as young as Cowley, he
had no puenhties, and his earliest p1oductions were
so far fiom having any thing mn them mean and
trifing, that, like the jumor compositions of M.
Stepney, they may make giey authors blush. There
are many of lns flist essays 1 oratory, n eptgram,
elegy, and epique, still handed about the unwersity
in manuscnpt, which shew a masteily hand, and,
though maimed and mnjued by fiequent tiansciibing,
make then way mto our most celebrated miscellanies,
wheie they shine with uncommon lustie  Besides
those veises m the Oxsfoid books which he could
not help setting his name to, several of his compo-
sitions came abioad under other names, which his
own singulair modesty, and faithful silence, strove
vain to conceal The Enccema and public Collec-
tions of the Umveisity upon State Subjects were
never in such esteem, either for elegy o1 congiatu-
lation, as when he contributed most largely to them ;
and 1t was natwal for those who knew his peculiar
way of writing,, to tuin to his shaie 1 the wok, as
by fai the most relishing part of the entertainment.
As lus parts were exuuordinary, so he well knew how
to impiove them, and not only to polish the dia-
mond, but enchase 1t m the most sohid and dwable
metal Though he was an academick the greatest

pait
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part of Ins Iife, yet he contracted no <ourness of
temper, no spice of pedantry, no iteh of disputation,
or obstinate contention for the old or new philoso~
phy, no assuming way of dictating to others, which
are faults (though escusable) wlich some are m-
senstbly led into, who re constramed to dwell long
within the walls of 1 private college  ITis conver-
sation was plewsmt and mstructive  and what Horace
sud of Plotius, Varms, and Virgil, might justly be
apphed to him

# Wil ego contulersm jucundo sanus Amico
g0 J
Sat v 11

As correct 1 writer as he was in lus most elborate
preces, he read the works of others with eandour,
and reserved lus greatest severity for Ius own compo-
sitions  beng readier to chensh and adsance, than
dump or repress a nsing, gemus, and as patient of
being excelled himself (1f wny could exeel hun) as
mdustrious to excel others

"Tywere to be wished he had confined humself to a
particular profession, vwho was capable of surpassing
1 any, but, m ths, s want of application was
1 a great mewure owing to Ius want of due en-
couragement

ITe passed through the exercises of the college
and pmversity with unusual applwse and though
he often suffered lus friends to call hum off from his
retirements, and to lengthen out those jovial avoca-
tions, yet hus return to lus studies weie so much the
more passionate, and hus attention upon those refined
pleasures of reading and thinking so vchement (to
which his frcetious and unbended mtervals bore no
s pro-
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proportion), that the habit giew upon him, and the
series of meditation and reflection bang kept up
whole weeks together, he could better cort hue edeas,
and take 1n the sundry parts of a seience at one vies,
without mterruption or confusion  Some mdecd of
his acquamtance, who were pleased to distinguish
between the wit and the «cholar, extolled hum olto-
gether on the account of thewe titles; but others,
who knew hun better, could not forbear domng hin
justice as a prochgy 1n both hinds He had «anabized
himself, m the <«chools; as a philoopher and pole-
mick of extensive knowledge and deep penctration,
and went through all the courses with a wice regard
to the dignity and mnportance of each «cience T re-
member him m the Divinity-school re-ponding and
disputing with a perspicuous cnergy, a ready exact-
ness, and commanding force of argument, when
Dr. Jane wortlulv presided in the chan ;. whose con-
descending and dismterested commendation of him
gave him such a reputation as «ilenced the cnvious
malice of Ins enemies, who durst not contradict the
approbation of so profound a master mn theology

None of those self-sufficient cieatmies, who have
either trifled with philosophy, by attempting to rici-
cule 1it, o1 have encumbered 1t with novel terms and

burdensome explanations, understood 1ts real w cight
and punity half so well as Mi Smith  Ile was too

disceining to allow of the character of unprofitable,

rugged, and absti use, which some supeificial <ciolists

(so very smooth and polite as to adumit of no 1mpices-

ston), etther out of an unthinking indolence, or an

ill-grounded prejudice, had affixed to tlns soit of
studies. He knew the thoiny teims of philosophy

served
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served well to fence i the true doctrimes of religion
and looked upon school divimity ns upon a rough
but well-wrought army, which might at once adorn
and defend the Christian hero, and equip him for
the combat

Mr Smth had a long and perfect mtimacy with
all the Greek and Latin Classicks, with whom he
had carefully compared whatever was worth perusing
m the French, Spamish, and Italian (to which Jan-
guages he was no stranger), and 1 all the celebrated
writers of lns own country  But then, according to
the curious observation of the late Larl of Shaftes-
bury, he kept the poet m awe by regalar eriticism
and, as 1t were, married the two arts for their mutyal
support and improvement  There was not a tract
of credit, upon that subject, which he had not dils-
gently esamined, from Anstotle down to Hedeln
and Bossu  so that, having each rule constantly be-
fore him, he could carry the art through every poem,
and at once pont out the grices and deformibies
By this means he seemed to read with a design to
cprrect, as well as imitate

Being thus prepared, he could not but taste every
Little delicacy that was set before lum  though 1t was
impossible for him at the same time to be fed and
nourished with any thing but what was substantial
and lastmg e considered the ancients and mo-
derns not as parties or rrvals for fume, but as Archi-
tects upon one and the same plau, the Art of Poetry
according to which he judged, approved and blamed,
without flattery or detraction  If he did not lwnys
commend the compositions of others, 1t was not
Ml mture (which was not wn hus temper), but strict

Justice
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Justice would not lct lim call a few flowers et
ranks, a glib measuie, and <o many couplets, by
the name of poetry : he nas of Ben Jonson’s opinion,
who could not admire

Verses as smooth and «nft as ercam,
In which there was neither depth nor stream

And theiefore, though his want of complaisance
for some men’s overbearing vanmity made lnm coe-
mues, yet the better pait of manland were obliged
by the freedom ot his reflections.

His Bodleian Speech, though taken from a remote
and mmperfect copy, hath <hewn the world how great
a master he was of the Ciceroman eloquence, mined
with the conciseness and force of Demosthencs, the
elegant and moving turns of Pliny, and the acute
and wise 1eflections of Tacitus

Smce Temple and Roscommon, no man under-
stood Howace better, especially as to lus happy dic-
tion, 10lling numbers, beautiful imagery, and alter-
nate minduie of the <oft and the sublime Tins
endeared D1 Hamnes’s odes to him, the finest genius
for Latin lyrick since the Augustan Age  Ihs friend
Mr. Philips’s ode to M1 St John (late Lord Boling-
broke), aiter the manner of loiace's Lusory or
Amatoiian Odes, 1s certamly a master-piece, but
Mr. Smuth’s Pocochius 15 of the sublimer kind,
though, like Waller’s wiitings upon Oliver Cromwell,
it wants not the most delicate and swipiismg turns
peculiar to the person praised I do not rtemember to
have seen any thing like it in D Bathurst ¥, whe

# D1 Ralph Bathwst, whose Lafe and Litciar y Remams weie
published 1 1761 by M1 Thomas Waiton C

had
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had mnrde some attempts this way with applause
He was m excellent judge of humanmity  and so good
an historian, that 1 famibar discourse he would talk
over the most memorable facts in antiquity, the lives,
actions, and characters, of celebrated men, with
amzing facility and accuracy  As he had thoroughly
read and digested Thuanuss works, so he was able
to copy after lim and lus talent m this hind was
so well known and allowed, that he had been singled
out by some great men to write a lustory, which it
was for their nterest to have done with the ufmost
art and dextenity T shall not mention for what rea-
sons this design was dropped, though they are very
much to Mr Smuths honour The truth 1s, and 1
speak 1t before living witnesses, whilst an agreeable
company coald fix him upon a subject of useful hte-
riture, nobody shone to greateradvantage he seemed
to be that Vlemmius whom Lucretius speaks of
— Quem tu, Dea, tempore 1 ommi
Ommnibus ornatum volusstt excellere rebus

His works are not many, and those scattered up
and down n Miscellanies and Collections, being
wiested from him by his friends with great difficulty
and reluctance  All of them together make buta
small part of that much greater body which lies dis-
persed in the possession of numerous acquaintance
and cwnnot perhps be made mtre without great
mjustice to him, because few of them had his last
hand, and the tran<criber was often obliged to take
the liberties of a friend His condolence for the
death of Mr Philips 15 full of the noblest beautres,
and hath done justice to the ashes of that second
Milton, whose wntings will lst as long as the
" Engli<h
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English language, generosity, and valour  For Inm
Mr. Snuth had contracted a petfect friendship; a
passion he was most susceptible of, and whose laws
he looked upon as sacred and mviolable. *

Every subject that passed under Ins pen had all
the hife, proportion, and embellishments bestow ed on
1t, which an exquisite <kill, a warm 1magination, and
a cool judgment, possibly could bestow onit. The
epique, lyrick, eleglac, every sort of poctry he
touched upon (and he had touched upon a great
valety), was 1aised to 1ts proper height, and the
differences between each of them obseived with a
judicious accuracy. We saw the old rules and new
beauties placed i admirable order by each other,
and there was a predominant fancy and spirit of his
own infused, superior to what some draw off from
the ancients, or from poesies here and there culled
out of the moderns, by a painful industry and servile
imitation.  His contrivances were adroit and mag-
nificent, his 1mages hvely and adequate, lus senti-
ments charming and majestick, his expressions na-
tuial and bold, his numbeis various and sounding;
and that enameled mixture of classical wit, which,
without redundance and affectation, sparkled through
his writings, and weie no less pertinent and agree-
able
- His Pheedra 1s a consummate tiagedy, and the
success of 1t was as gieat as the most sanguine ex-
pectations of his friends could promise or foresee
The number of nights, and the common method of
filhing the house, are not always the smest marks of
judgmg what encouragement a play meets with:
but the generosity of all the persons of a 1efined taste

about
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about town was remarhable on thus occasion |, and 1t
must not be forgotten how zealously Mr Addison
espoused his mterest, with all the elegant judgment
and diffusive good-nature forwhich that accomplished
gentleman and author 1s so justly valued by mankind
But as to Phedra, she has certainly made a finer
figure under Mr Smith's conduct, upon the English
stage, than erther m Rome or Athens and if she
excels the Gree! and Latin Phadsa, I need not say
“she surpasses the Trench one, though embellished
with whatever regu'ar beauties and moving softness
Racine Tumself could gve Fer SE
No man Fad 7 juster notion of the difficulty of
composing than Mr Smith and he sometimes vwould
create greater dificulties than he had reason to appre-
hend Writing with e1se, what (as Mr Wy cherley
«peal s) may be easily wntten, moved s indignation
‘When he was writing upon a sulyject, he would se-
riously consider what Demosthenes, Homer, Virgil,
or Horace, 1f alive, would s1y upon that occaston,
which whetted lum to esceed Inmself as well as
others Nevertheless, he could not, or would not,
fimsh several subjects he undertook which may be
mmputed ether to the bishness of hus faney, still
hunting after new matter, or to an ocestonal indo-
lence, which spleen nd lssitude brought upon him,
which, of nll hus foibles, the world was least inclined
to forgne  That this wis not owing to concert or
vamty, or a fulne s of hmself (a frailty which has
been 1mputed to no less men than Shakspeare and
Jonson), 1s clewr from hence because he left his
worhs to the entire dispostl of hus friends, whose most
rigorous censures he even courted and solicited,
sith~
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submitting to their animadversions, and the freedom
they took with them, with an unreserved and pru-
dent resignation

I have scen <ketches and 1ough draughts of <ome
poems to be deagned, set out analy tically ; wherem
the fable, stiuctute, and connexion, the images, m-
cidents, moral epicodes, and a gicat vanety of oina-
ments, were <o fincly lad out, <o well fitted to the
rules of art, and squarcd <o (vactly to the prece-
dents of the ancients, that I have often looked on
these poetical elemente with the <ame concern wath
which curious men are affected at the sicht of the
most enfertammg remams and rums of an antique
ficmie o1 bullding  Those fiagments of the lcarned,
which some men have been <o proud of then pauns
in collecting, are uscless ranties, without form and
without Iife, when compared with these embyyos,
wlich wanted not spimit enough to preserve thems
so that I cannot help thinhing, that.if some of them
wete to come abioad, they would be as highly valued
by the poets, as the sketches of Julio and Titian are
by the panters; though there 1s nothimg m themn
but a few outhines, as to the deuign and propar tion,

It must be confessed, that 3. Snuth had come
defects m his conduct, wlich those are most apt to
remember who could mmtate him m nothing clse,
KDis freedom with himself drew severer acknow ledge-
ments fiom hin than all the malice he ever pro-
voked was capable of advancing, and he did not
scruple to give even his misfortunes the hard name
of faults; but, if the world had half lus good-nature,
all the shady parts would be entirely struck out of
his character.

A man,
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A man, who, under poverty, calamities, and drs-
appomtments, could make so many triends, and those
so truly valuable, must have yust and noble 1deas of
the passton of friendship, m the success of which
consisted the greatest, 1f not the only, happmess of
his hfe  Xie Lnew very well what was due to his
burth, though Fortune threw him short of 1t 1n every
other circumstance of ife  He ayoided making any,
though perhaps reasonable, complants of her dis-
pensations, under which he had honour enough to
be easy, without touching the favours she flung
his way when offered to Jum at a price of a more
durible reputation  He took care to have no deal-
mgs with mankind 1 wlich he could not be just
and he desired to be at no other evpence m s pre-
tensions than that of mtrinsick ment, which was the
only burthen and reproach he ever brought upon hus
friend  He could say, s Horace did of Inmself,
what I never yet saw translated

¥ Meo sum pauper 1n zre *
H

At his commg to town, no man was more sur-
rounded by all those who really had or pretended to
wit, or more courted by the great men, who had
then a power and opportunity of encouriging arts
and sciences, and gave proofs of therr fondness for
the name of Patron in many mstanees, which will
erel be remembered to thewr glory Mr Smiths
character grew upon Ius friends by intumacy, and
out went the strongest prepossessions wluich had
been concewved n hus favonr  Whatever quarrel a
fen sour creatures, whose obscunity 15 therr happi-
ness, may possibly have to the age yet _amidst a

.- studied
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studied neglect, and total disuse of all those cere-
monial attendances, fashionable equipments, and ex-
ternal 1ecommendation, which are thought necessary
ntroductions into the grande monde, this gentleman
was so happy as still to please; and wlnlst the 11ch,
the gay, the noble, and honourable, saw how much
he excelled m wit and learning, they easily forgave
him all other differences Hence 1t was that both
his acquaintance and retirements were lns own fiee
choice. 'What Mr. Prior observes upon a very great
character was true of him, that most of his faults
brought their excuse with them.

Those who blamed him most understood lim
least, 1t being the custom of the vulgm to charge an
excess upon the most complaisant, and to foum a
character by the moials of a few, who have some-
times spoiled an hour or two 1m good company.
Where only fortune 1s wanting to make a great
name, that single exception can never pass upon the
best judges and most equitable observers of mankind,
and when the time comes for the world to spare their
pity, we may justly enlarge our demands upon them
for ther admnation

Some few years before his death, he had engaged
himself n several considerable undertakings ; 1n all
which he had prepared the world to expect mighty
things from lum I have seen about ten sheets of
his English Pindar, which exceeded any thing of
that kind I could ever hope fo1 10 out own lariguage.
He had drawn out a plan of a & agedy of the Lady
Jane Grey,and had gone through several scenes of
it. But he could not well have bequeathed that work
to better hands than w here, I hear, 1t 1s at piesent

lodged ;
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lodged, and the bare mention of two such names
may justify the largest expectations, and 1s sufficient
to mnhe the town an agreeable mutation

Ilis greatest and noblest undertahing was Lon
gnus  He had finished an entire translation of the
Sublime, which he sent to the reverend Mr Richard
Parler, a friend of his, late of Merton College, an
exact critich n the Greel tongue, from whom 1t
came to my hands The French version of Monsicur
Boileau, though truly valuable, was far short of 1t
He proposed a large addition to this work, of notes
and observations of Ins own, with an entire system of
the Art of Poetry, 1n three books, under the titles ot
Thought, Diction,and INgure I saw the Inst of these
perfect, and 1 a farr copy, m which he shened pro-
digious judgment and reading  and particularly
had reformed the Art of Rhetorich, by reducing that
vast and confused heap of terms, with which 1 long
succession of pedants had encumbered the world, to
a very narrow compass, comprehendng all that was
useful and ornamental 1n poetry  Under each hend
and chapter, he intended to make remarhs upon all
the ancients ind moderns, the Greek, Latin, English,
Trench, Spanich, and Italin poets, and to note
therr several beauttes and defects

What remains of his works 1s left, as I am -
formed, 1n the hands of men of worth and judg-
ment, who loved lnm It cannot be supposed they
would suppress any thing that was hus, but out of
Tespect to his memory, and for want of proper hande

to finsh what so great a gemus had begun
i

; SuUCH
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' SUCH 1s the declamation of Oldisworth, wiitten
while his admiration was yet fresh, and s lindness
waim; and therefore such as, without any crnminal
purpose of deceiving, shews a strong desire to make
the most of all favourable truth. I cannot much
commend the performance. The praise 1s often in-
distinct, and the sentences are loaded with words of
moie pomp than use. There 15 hittle, howeser, that
can be contradicted, even when a planer tale comes
to be told.

EDMUND NEALE, known by the name of
Smith, was boin at Handley, the scat of the Lech-
meres, In Worcesteishne The year of Ius birth
1s uncertain ¥,

He was educated at Westminster. It1s known to
have been the practice of Di. Busby to detain those
youth long at school, of whom he had formed the
highest expectations. Smith took his master’s degree
on the 8th of July, 1696, he therefore was probably
admitted mto the nmversity in 1689, when we may
suppose lnm twenty yeas old.

His reputation for hteiature in his college was
such as has been told ; but the indecency and hcen-
tiousness of his behaviour diew upon him, Dec.
24, 1694, while he was yet only Bachelor, a public
admonition, entered upon 1ecord, 1n o1der to his ex-
pulsion  Of this reproof the effect 1s not known.
He was piobably less notorious. At Oxford, as we
all know, much will be foigiven to litermy ment,

# By ns epitaph he appears to have been 49 years old when
he died, He was consequently boin 1n the year 1668 R

and
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and of that he had exlnbited suflicient evidence by
hus excellent ode on the death of the great Oren-
talist, Dr Pocock, who died m 1691, and whose
praise must have been wntten by Simth when he
had been but two years n the university

This ode, which closed the second volume of the
Musee Angheana, though perhaps somc objections
may be mnde to 1ts Latimity, 15 by far the best Ly-
rick composition i that collection mor do I know
where to find 1t equalled among the modern vwriters
1t expresses, with great felity, ninages not classical
m classteal diction 1ts digressions and returns have
been deservedly recommended by Trapp as models
for imtation

He had several xmitations from Conley

Testitur hine tot sermo colorthit?
Quot tu, Pococh, dissunths tu
Orator effers quot vicissim
I'e memores cclebrare gaudent

I vill not commend the fizurc which makes the
oratol prenounce the colours, or give to colowr s me-
mory and delyght I quote it, howeier, as an 1m-
tation of these lines

So many langua,es he had 1 store
That only Fame shall spes of lum m more

The simle, by which an old man, retaining the
fire of his youth, 1 compared to Atna flanung
through the snow, which Smith has used with great
pomp, 15 stolen from Cowley, however little worth
the labour of conveyance

Vor X C He
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He proceeded to take hus degree of Master of Arts,
July 8, 1696. Of the exeicises which he pei-
formed on that occasion, I have not heaid any thing

.memorable

As lus years advanced, he advanced n reputation ;
for he contimued to cultivate his mind, though he
did not amend his megulanities by which he gave
so much offence, that, April 24, 1700, the Dean and
Chapter declared * the place of M1 Smith voud, he
“ having been convicted of 110tous behaviour m the
“ house of Mi. Cole, an apothecary: but it was re-
¢ ferred to the Dean when and upon what occasion
¢ the sentence should be put in execution.”

Thus tendeily was he treated: the goveinois of
his college could haidly keep him, and yet wished
that he would not force them to drive him away.

Some time afterwaids he assumed an appearance
of decency 1n his own phiase, he w/utened himself,
having a desue to obtam the censorship, an office of
honour and some profit m the college, but, when
the election came, the preference was given to Mr.
Foulkes, his junior: the same, I suppose, that jomed
with Freind m an edition of part of Demosthenes.
The censor 1s a tuto1 , and 1t was not thought proper
to trust the superimtendance of otheis to a man who
took so httle caie of himself.

From this time Smith employed his malice and
his wit aganst the Dean, Dr. Aldrich, whom he
considered as the opponent of his claim. Of his
lampoon upon him, I once heard a single line too
gross to be repeated.

But he was still a genius and a scholar, and Oxford
was unwilling to lose lum: he was enduied, with

all
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all s pranks and his vices, two years longer but
on Dec 20, 1705, at the mstance of all the canons,
the sentence declired five years before, was put
execution i 1
oThe execution was, I believe, silent and tender

for one of his friends, from whom I learned much
of Ius Iife, appeared not to know 1t

He was now driven to London, where he associated
himself with the Whigs, whether because they were
mn power, or because the Tories had expelled him,
or because he was a Wing by prineiple, may pechaps
be doubted  He was, however, cres ed by yacn of
great abilities, whatever were thewr party, and was
supported by the liberahity of those who delighted
m Ins conversation

There w1s once a design, hinted at by Oldisworth,
to have made htm usefal  One evening, as he was
sitting with a friend at 4 tawern, he was called down
by the waiter and, having staid some time below,
came up thoughtful  After & pauce, smd he to Iug
friend, « He that wanted me below was Addison,
““ whose business was to tell me that a History of
¢ the Revolution was mntended, and to propose that
“ 1 should undertake 1t I sud, ¢ What shall I do
““with the charicter of Lord Sunderland: and
“ Addison 1mmedmntely returned, ©When, Rag,
“ were you drunh Jastz and went anay

Captam Rag was a nume which he got at Osford
by his negligence of dress

This story I heard from the late Mr Clark of

- Lmeolns Yun, to whom 1t was told by the friend of

Smith

c2 Such
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Such seruples might debar him from <ome pro-
fitable employments, but, as they could not deprive
him of any real esteem, they left him many fuends,
and no manwas cver better introduced to the theatre
than he, who, in that violent confhict of paities, had
a Prologue and Epilogue fiom the fir-t wits on aither
side.

But learning and natwie will now and then take
different courses, s play pleased the eritichs, and
the enticks only It was, a< Addieon has recorde d,
haidly heard the third might. Smth had indecd
tiusted entnely to his ment, had ensured no band of
applaudets, no1 used any artifice to force suceess, and
found that native excellence was not <uflicient for its
own support.

The play, however, was bought by Lintot, who
advanced the prce from fifty gmmeas, the current
1ate, to sivty, and Hahfax, the general patron, ac-
cepted the dedication  Smith’s mdolence hept him
fiom witing the dedication ull Lintot, after frut-
less impot tunity, gave notice that he would pubhsh
the play without 1t. Now, therefore, 1t was written;;
and Halifax expected the author with hus book, and
had prepared to 1cward hnm with a place of three
hundied pounds a-ycar  Smith, by piide, o1 caprice,
o1 mdolence, or bashfulness, neglected to attend him,
though doubtless wained and pressed by Ins fiiends,
and at last missed Ins 1eward by not gomng to
sohait 1t

Addison has, m the Speefator, mentioned the
neglect of Smith's 1agedy as disgraceful to the nation,
and 1mputes 1t to the fondness for operas then pie-
vailing ']Z'l}ei authority of Addison 15 gieat; yet

) the
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the voiee of the people, when to please the people 15
Wpurpose, deserves regard  In this question, I
cannot but thmkh the people m the nght  The fable
1s my thological, a story which we are accustomed
t6 reject as false nd the manners are so distant
from our onn, that we know them not from sym
pathy, but by study the ignormt do not understnd
the action the lexrncd reject it as 1 school bov s
tale credulus odr What I cannot for 8 moment
believe, T crnnot for 2 moment behold with mtcrest
or amviety The senttments thus remotc from hfe
re remosed yet further by the diction, which 1s too

luxurint and splendid for dialogue, and envelopes '

the thoughts rather than displays them It 1s
scholars play, such as may please the reader rather
than the spectator  the work of 4 vigorous and ele-
gt mind, accustomed to pleace itself with its onn
conceptions, but of littlt acquuntince with the
course of hfe '

Dennis tells us, m one of lus pieces, that he had
once 3 design to have written the trgedy of Phadia
but was convinced that the action was too my tho
logienl

In 1709, ~ year after the exlubition of Pladia,
ied John Philips, the fizend and fellow-collegian of
Smuth, who, on that occasion, wrote 1 poem, which
justice must place among the best elegies which our
Ianzguage can shew, an elegant mixture of fondness
:md admlratwn, of_dignity : zmvégftné';; “Lherc are
some passages too ludicrous  but every human per-
formance has its faults

Tlns elegy 1t was the mode among us friends to
purchce for 2 gmnenr  and, 15 lus 1cquuntance was
numerous, 1t was a very profitable poem

Of
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Of his Pindar mentioned by Oldisworth, I have
never otherwise heard, His Longinus he mtended
to accompany with some 1illustiations, and had se-
lected his mstances of the falsc Sublume from the
works of Blackmore.

He 1esolved to try agan the fortune of the Stage,
with the story of Lady Jane Giey It 1s not unlikely
that his experience of the inefficacy and incredi-
bility of a mythological tale might determine lum
to choose an action fiom Enghsh Histoy, at no
great distance fiom our own times, which was to end
in a real event, produced by the operation of known
characters.

A subject will not easily occur that can give more
opportumties of nformng the understanding, for
which Smith was unquestionably qualified, or for
moving the passions, 1 winch I suspect him to have
had less power.

Having formed s plan and collected materials,
he declaied that a few months would complete Ins
design , and, that he might puisue lus work with less
frequent avocations, he was, 1 June, 1710, mvited
by M1 George Ducket to his house at Gartham, 1n
Wiltshire  Here he found such opportunities of
indulgence as did not much forward his studies, and
particularly some strong ale, too delicious to be 1e-
sisted. He ate and diank till he found hmself
plethorick and then, resolving to ease lumself by
evacuation, he wrote to an apothécary i the neigh-
bowhood a preseription of a pwge so forcible, that
the apothecaly thought 1t hus duty to delay 1t till he
had given notice of 1ts danger  Smith, not pleased
with the contradiction of a shopman, and boastful
of tus own knowledge, tieated the notice with rude

contempt,
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contempt, and swallowed his own medicine, which,
1n July, 1710, brought hun to the grme  He was
buried at Gartlim

Many years afterwards, Ducket communicated to
Oldmuxon, the histornan, an account pretended to
hue been recencd from Smmth, that Clarcndons
History was, mn its publication, corrupted by Aldnch,
Smalndge and Atterbury  and that Santh was
employ ed to forge and mcert the altertions

This story was published tnumphantly by Ol
mnon, and may be supposed to have been eagerly
recened but its progress was eoon cheched  for,
findin,, 1ts way nto the Journal of I'ravoun, at fll
under the ey e of Atterbury, than w exile n I ranee,
who tmmeditely dented the charge, with ths re
markable particular, that he never m his whole ife
hal once spoken to Smuth*  Iis comprny bung,
s must be mferred, not acecpted by those who at-
tended to thur characters

The charge was afterwards very diligently refuted
by Dr Burton, of I'ton, 1 man cmment for liter
ture ond, though not of the :wme party with
Aldrich and Attcrbury, too studious of trith to lewc
them burthened with a filse chawrge  Ihe testt-
monies which he has collected have convineed man-
hind that either Sumth or Duchet was guilty of
wilful and mibictous Al chood

Lhis controversy brought into view those parts of
Smth s hifc which, with morc honour to his name,
mught have becn concciled

* Sec Dishop Atterbury s I pistoliry Correspondence 1799
vol I pp 126 133 In the sumework vol [ p oo stap

pers that Simth was at onc time suspeeted by Attabury tohave
b cn the author of the TaleofaFub N
of
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Of Smith I can yet say a little more. Ie was a
man of such estimation among his companions, that
the casual censmies or praises which he diopped m
conversation were considered, hike those of Scaliger,
as worthy of preservation :

He had gieat readmess and exactness of criticism,
and by a cursory glance over a new composition
would exactly tell all 1ts faults and beauties

He was remarkable fo1 the power of reacing with
great 1apichty, and of retmning, with great fidehity,
what he so easily collected. ‘

He theiefore always knew what the present ques-
tion requned, and, when his friends expressed their
wonder at his-acquisitions, made n a state of appa-
rent negligence and drunkenness, he never discovered
his houis of 1eading or method of study, but in-
volved himself 1n affected silence, and fed Ins own
vanity with their admuation

One practice he had, which was easily observed :
if any thought or image was presented to hus mind,
that he could use or improve, he did not suffer 1t to
be lost, but, anvdst thie jollity of a tavein, or mn the
warmth of conveisation, very dihigently commutted
1t to papa

Thus 1t was that he had gathered two quies of
hmts for his new tiagedy, of which Rowe, when
they weie put mto his hands, could make, as he says,
very little use, but which the collector considered as
a valuable stock of materials

Whéi he came to London, his way of life con-
r'zected him with the licentious and dissolute, and
he affected the aus and gatety of a man of plea-
swe. butl lus diess was always deficient, scholastick

cloudiness
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cloudiness still hung about lnm  and his merriment
was sure to produce the scorn of his compamons

With all Ius carelessness ind all s vices, he was
one of the murmurers at Tortune and wondered
iwhy he was suffered to be poor, when Addison was
caresced and preferred  nor would 1very httle hwe
contented lim  for he estunited lus wants 1t sy
hundred pounds 1 yeur

In his course of reading, 1t was particular that he
had dibigently perused, and accuratcly remembered,
the old romances of hnght errantry

He had 2 lugh opinion of Ins onn merit, and wae
somcthing contemptuous m lus trcatment of those
whom he considered 1< not quilificd to oppose or
contradict lum  He had many frulties  yef 1t can-
not hitt he supposed that e had greit ment, who
could obtam to the «ame ply 1 prologue from Addi-
son, and an epilogue from Prior and who could
have at once the patronage of Ialifax, and the prai e
of Oldisworth

Tor the power of commumeating thece munutc
memornals, I am mdebted to my conversation with
Gilbert Walinsley , Jate registrar of the ecclestastical
court of Lichfield, who was nequunted both with
Smuth and Ducl et and declued, that, if the tale
concerming Clarendon were Yorged, he should sus-
peet Ducket of the Mlsehood  « for Rag was a man
“ of great veracity

Of Gilbert \Va]ms]e_y, thus presented to my
mnd, let me mdulge my<elf 1n the remembrance
I knew him very earlv e was one of the first
friends that hiterature procured me, and I hope that

at
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at least my gratitude made me worthy of his no-
tice.

He was of an advanced age, and I was only ot a
boy, yet he never received my notions with con-
tempt. He was a Whig, with all the virulence and
malevolence of his paity; yet difference of opinion
did not keep us apart I honoured him, and he en-
dured me

He had mingled with the gay world without ex-
emption from 1ts vices or 1ts follies, but had never
neglected the cultivation of his mind; his belef of
Revelation was unshaken, his learning preserved his
principles, he giew fiist regular, and then pious.

His studies had been so various, that I am not
able to name a man of equal knowledge His ac-
quaintance with books was great; and what he did
not 1mmediately know, he could at least tell where
to find. Such was lis amphtude of leaining, and
such his copiousness of communication, that 1t may
be doubted whether a day now passes i which T
have not some advantage from his fiiendship.

At this man’s table 1 enjoyed many cheerful and
instructive hours, with companions such as are not
often found, with one who has lengthened, and one
who has gladdened hfe, with Dr James, whose skill
m Physick will be long remembeied, and with
David Garrick, whom I hoped to have gratified with
this character of our common fitend - but what aie
the hopes of man' Iam disapponted by that stioke
of death, which has echpsed the galety of nations,
and 1mpovenshed the publick stock of harmless
pleasuie,

In
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Tn the Library at Oxford 15 the following ludicrous
Analysis of Pococ s

E~ Avrocnarno .

[Sent by the Author to Mr Urry ]

OPUSCULUVM hoe, Halberdarie amplissime, 1n
lucem proferre hactenus distuls, judien tur acumen
subveritus mags quim bipenms  Tandem aliquan-
do oden hane ad te mitto sublimem, tenerim, fleby
lem, suatem, qualem danum divinus (st Musas va-
caret) seripassct Gastrcllus  adeo selicct subhimem
ut mter legendum dormire, adeo flebilam ut nder
vehs  Cupus elegantiam ut melius mspreins, ver
suum ordinem & materiam brewiter referwn 1me
versus de doubus preelns decantatis  2du § gut de
Lotharingio, cunicuhis cubtirranes, <axis, ponto,
hostibus, & As11 4tus & stes de ¢atens, subdibus,
uncts, dricombus, tigribus & crocodilis 64, 7w, Sw,
9%, de Gomorrh, de Babylone, Babdle, < quodim
dom1 sue peregrino  10%, hquid de gquedim Po-
cochto  11%, 12, de Syria, Solvmy  13%, 149, de
Hozes, & quereu, & de jurcne quodam salde sene
1,%, 16%, de Ltny, & guomodo Etna Pocochio
fit valde sumihs 1795, 184, dc tuby, astro, umbr,
flammis, rouis, Pocochto non neglecto Crtera de
Chnistianis, Ottomanis, Baby lonuie, Arabibus, & gra
vssima agrorum melancholi:  do Crarg, Jlucco #,
Nestore, & miserando juvents cujusdam florentisstm
fato, auno wtatis sue centesimo priemturd abrepty
gum omnit cum accurate evpunderts, necesse est ut

* Pro Flacco anmo paulo attentiore scripsis em Marowe

oden
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oden lianc meam admnandi plané varietate constare
fatearts.  Subitd ad Batavos proficiccor, lauro ab
11lis donandus  Prius vero Pembrochienses voco ad
certamen Poeticum, Vale,

e

Tustiissima tua deosculor crura.

W SMITIL.

DUKE.
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Or Mr RICHARD DURE I can find fess me-
morals e wis bred at Westmnster * and Cam
bridge nd Jacob relates, that he was some time
tutor to the duke of Richmond

He appears from his writings to have been not 1l
qualificd for poetical compositions, 1nd being con~
scious of his powers, when he left the unnersity, he
enhsted hunself among the wits  Ile was the famuliar
friend of Otway and was engiged, among other
popular names, m the translitions of Ond and Ju-
venal In lus Revicw, though unfinished, are some
vigorous limes  XIis poems are not below mediocrity
nor have I found much n them to be praised

* He was admtted there 1 1670 was elected to Trimty
College Cambnidge 1n 167 and took Iis masters degree m
1682 N

4 They make a part of 4 volume published by Tonson in 8vo
1717 contmmng the Pocms of the ea1l of Roscommon and the
duke of Buckmgham s kssay on Poctry, but were first publi hed
1 Drydens Miscellany as were mo t, if not all of the poems
n that collechion M

With
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With the wit he scems to have shmed the disso-
luteness of the times, for some of his compositions
are such as he must have reviewed with detestation
in lus later days, when he published those Sermons
which Felton has commended.

Perhaps, hke some other foolish young men, he
rather talked than lived viciously, i an age when he
that would be thought a Wit was afraid to say his
prayers ; and whatever nmght have been bad 1n the
fiist part of lus hife, was surely condemned and re-
formed by his better judgment.

In 1683, being then Master of Arts, and Fellow of
Tuinity College in Cambridge, he wrote a poem on
the marriage of the Lady Anne with George Prince
of Denmark.

He then took ordeis ¥, and, bemg made preben-
dary of Gloucester, became a proctor in convocation
for that church, and chaplamn to Queen Anne.

In 1710, he was piesented by the bishop of Win-
chester to the wealthy living of Witney in Oxford-
shire, which he enjoyed but a few months. On
February 10, 1710-11, having 1eturned from an en-
teitainment, he was found dead the next morning.
His death 1s mentioned m Swift's Journal

* He was presented to the 1ectory of Blaby in Leicestershire
1 1687-8, and obtamed a prebend at Gloucester 1n 1688 N,

KING.
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WILLIA\I KING w1s born 1n London 1n 1663,
the son of Lzehil hung, a gentleman  Ile was
allied to the fumily of Clarendon

Trom Westminster-chool, where he was a scholar
on the foundation under the care of Dr Busby, he
was at eighteen clected to Chnist church, m 1681,
where he 15 said to hwe proscented lns stadies with
so much tenseness and actiity, that before he
was eight years standing he had read over, and made
remarhs upon, twenty-two thousind odd hundred
books and manuseripts *  The books were certainly
not very long, the manuscripts not very difiicult, nor
the remarhs very large for the calculator will hnd
that he diepatched seven a day for every day of his
eight years  with a remnant that more than satisfies
most other students He took his degree m the
most expensive manner, as a grand compounder
whence 1t 1s inferred that he inheiited a constderable
fortune

* This appears by s Adversana  pranted m Ius works
edit 1776, 3vols /C
In
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In 1688, the same vear m which he was made
master of aits, he published a confutation of Va-
1llas’s account of Wicklifle, and, engaging n the
study of the Civil Law, became doctor 1 1692, and
was admitted adyocate at Doctors Commons.

He had already made some tran<ations fiom the
Fiench, and written some humouious and <atirical
pieces; when, 1 1694, Molesworth pubhichcd Tus
Account of Denmark, m which he treats the Danes
and therr monarch with gieat contempt, and takes
the opportumty of maunuating those wild principles,
by which he supposes hiberty to be estabhished, and
by which lus adversaries suspect that all subordi-
nation and government 1s endangered

This book oftended Prince Gemge; and the
Danish mumster presented a memorial aganst 1t
The principles of its author did not please Dr. King ;
and therefore he undeitook to confute part, and
laugh at the rest The controver sy 1s now forgotten:
and books of this kind seldom hive long, when -
terest and 1esentment have ceased,

In 1697, he mingled in the controveisy between
Boyle and Bentley, and was one of those who tiied
what Wit could perform m opposition to Learnng,
on a question which Learmng only could decide.

In 1699, was pubhlished by him 4 Jowr ney to
London, after the method of Dr. Martin Lister.
who had published A Journey to Pars. And, m
1700, he satirised the Royal Society, at least Sir
Hans Sloane their president, 1 two dialogues, nti-
tuled The Transactioner.

Though he was a regular advocate 1n the courts
of civil and canon law, he did not love his pro-

fession,
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fession, nor indeed any 1ind of busmess which m-
terrupted lus voluptuary dreams, or forced lnm to
rouse from thnt indulgence 1 wlich only e could
find delight  His reputation as a civihinn was vet
mantained by his judgments 1n the courts of Dele
grtes, and rused very hugh by the address and hnow-
Iedge which he di covered 1 1700, when he de-
fended the carl of Anglesea agunst lus lady, after-
wards dutchess of Buchinghamshire, who sued for a
duvorce, and obtamed 1t

The expence of lus pleasures, mnd neglect of busi-
ness, had now legscned lus revenues and he sas
willing to accept of  settlement m Ireland, where,
about 1702, lie wis made judge of the admiralty,
commussioner of the prizes, heeper of the records
in Berminghams tower, and viear general to Dr
Marsh, the primate

But 1t 1s vain to put wenlth v stlun the reach of
him who will not stretch out Ius hand to take 1t
King soon found a friend, ~s 1dle and thoughtless ns
himself, m Upton, one of the judges, who had a
pleasant house cnlled Mountown, newr Dublin, to
which bang frequently retired  dehighting to neglect
Ins mterest, forget hus cues, wnd desert tus duty

Here he wrote Mully of Tountown, 1 poem by
which, though fanaiful 1eaders 1n the pride of saga-
city have given 1t a poetical nterpretation, was
meant orginally no more than 1t expressed, as it
was dictated only by the author s dehight i the quiet
of Mountown -

In 1708, when lord Wharton was sent to govern

Ireland, King returned to London, with his poverty,
Vor X D hus
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his 1dleness, and his wit; and published sone cssays,
called Useful Tiansactions His Foyage to the
Iland of Cajamar 1s particulaly commended  He
then wiote the Art of Love, a poem 1emakable,
notwithstanding 1ts title, for punsty of sentiment;
and 1n 1709 mtated Horace in an Art of Cookery,
which he pubhished, with some letteis to D Laster

In 1710, he appeared as a lover of the Chwich,
on the side ot Sachevercll, and was supposed to
have concuired at lcast m the projection of The
Exammer His cyes weire open to all the operations
of Whiggism . and he bestowed some stirctuies
upon D1 Kennett's adulatmy setmon at the funeial
of the duke of Devonshue.

The History of the Heathen Gods, a book com-
posed for schools, was witten by him m 1710.
'The woik 1s useful, but might have been produced
without the powers of Kimg 'The same yea1, he
published Rufinus, an historical essay, and a poem,
mtended to dispose the Nation to think as he
thought of the duke of Marlboiough and lus
adheients

In 1711, competence, if not plenty, was agam put
mto his power. He was, without the tiouble of at-
tendance, or the moitification of a 1equest, made
gazetteer. Swift, Iemd, Prior, and other men of
the same paity, brought him the key of the gazet-
teer’s office  He was now agam placed in a profitable
employment, and again thiew the benefit away.
An Act of Insolvency made Ins busmess at that tme
particulaily troublesome, and he would not wait tll
hurry should be at an end, but unpatiently 1esigned

1t,
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1t, and returned to Ins wonted indigence and amuse-
ments

One of bis nmusements at Lambeth, where he re-
sided, was to mortify Dr lenison, the archbishop,
by a publich festivity, on the surrender of Dunhirk
to Hill  an event with which Tenison s pohitical bi-
gotry cid not <uffer Inm to be delighted  hang was
resolved to counteract Ius sullenness, and at the ex-
pence of 1 few barrels of ale filled the neighbour-
hood with honest merriment

In the autumn of 1712, his health dechined he
grew weal er by degrees, and died on Christmas day
Thou_h lus Iife had not been without rregalanty,
his principles were pure nd orthodos, and us death
was prous

After this relation 1t will be naturally <upposed
that Ins poems were rather the umusements of 1dle-
ness than efforts of study that he endeavoured m-
ther to divert than astonish  that Ins thoughts sel-
dom asprred to subhmity  and that, if lus serse was
easy and his 1mages farmliar, he ottained what he
desired  His purpose 15 to be merry  but perhaps,
o enjoy his murth, 1t may be sometimes neces ary
to think well of his opimons *

* Dr Johnson appears to have made but little u e of the Jife
of Dr Kmng prefixedtolis Worls mn3+vols 1776 tov hich
st may not be unpertinent to refer the reader His talent for
humour ought to be praved in the lughe tterms  In that at
Jeast, he yelded to nope of his contemporanes €

>3-4 SPRAT
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SPRAT

"I 'HHOMAS SPRAT was born m 1636, at Talla-
ton m Devonshne, the son of a clergyman, and
having been educated, as he tells of himself, not
at Westmnster or Eiton, but at a httle <chool by the
church-yard side, became a commoner of Wadham
College 1n Oxford n 1651, and, being chosen scho-
lar next year, proceeded through the usual academi-
cal course, and, m 1657, became master of arts.
He obtamed a fellowslup, and commenced poet.

In 1659, lus poem on the death of Ohlver was
published, with those of Dryden and Waller. In
his dedication to 1. Walkins, he appears a very
willing and hibeial encomiast, both of the hiving and
the dead e 1mplores his pation’s excuse of his
verses, both as falling “ so mfimtely below the full
“ and sublime gemus of that excellent poet who
“ made this way of wiiting fiee of our nation,” and
being ¢ so little equal and propoitioned to the re-
“ nown of a punce on whom they weie wiitten ;
*“such great actions and lives deserving to be the

“ subject
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« subgect of the noblest pens ind most divme phan-
“sies  He proceeds  Having so long experi-
* enced your cire and ndulgence, and heen formed,
“ a5 1t were, by your own hands, not to entitle you
“ to any thing which my menness produces would
¢ be not only injustice, but s1crilege

He published, the same yewr, a poem on the
Plague of Athens  subject of wlnch 1t 15 not ¢asy
to say what could recommend 1t To these he
added afterwards a poem on Mr Cowley s death

After the Restoration he tooh orders, and by
Conley s recommendation was made chaplun to the
duke of Buchingham, whom he 1s sud to hwe
helped 1n wntmg the Rekearsal  He was ikenise
chaplan to the hng

As he was the favourite of Wilkins, 2t whose
house began those philosophieal conferences and en-
quiries which 1 time produced the Royal Soriety,
he was consequently engaged 1n the sune studes,
and becune one of the fellons and when, after
their incorporition  something eemed necessuy to
reconcile the publich to the new nstitution, he un-
dertook to write 3ts hustorv, which ke pubhshed in
1667 This 1s one of the few bool s which sclection
of sentument and elegance of diction have been able
to preserse, though written upon - subject Aux and
transitory  The Hustory of the Royal Society 1s now
read, not with the wish to Inow what they were
then domg but how their Ti nsctions are exlubited
by Sprat

In the next vear he publt hed Obserrations on
Sorbicres I'oyage winto England, m a Letter to

A
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My, Wren. 'LI's is a work not 1ll-performed ; but
perhaps rewarded with at least 1ts full proportion of
praise.

In 1668, he published Cowley’s Latimn poems, and
prefixed m Latin the Lafe of the Author, which he
afterwards amplified, and placed before Cowley’s
Fnglish woiks, which were by w 1l committed to
his care.

Ecclesiastical benefices now fell fast upon hum.
In 1668, he became a prebendary of Westminster,
and had afterwaids the church of St. Maigaret, ad-
joining to the Abbey. He was, in 1680, made canon
of Windsor, m 1683, dean of Westmnster, and,
in 1684, bishop.of Rochester.

The Court having thus a claim to lus diligence and
gratitude, he was required to wuite the History of the
Rye-house Plot, and, i 1685, published A true
Account and Declaration of the horrid Conspiracy
agawnst the late King, his present Majesty, and the
present Government; aper{formance which hethought
convenlent, after the Revolution, to extenuate and
excuse

‘The sameyear, bemng clerk of the closet to the king,
he was made‘dean of the chapel-royal; and, the year
afterwaids, 1ecerved the last proof of his master’s con~
fidence, by being appointed one of the commissioners
for ecclesiastical affairs  On the critical day, when the
Declaration disungaished thetrue sons of the Church
of England, he stood neuter, and peimitted 1t to be

1ead at Westminster , but pressed none to violate
his conscience , and, when the bishop of London was
brought before them, gave his voice 1n his favour.

Thus

\
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"Thus far he suffcred mterest or obedience to cariy
hum, but further he refu ed togo  When he found
that the powers of the ecclesiastical commission were
to be everciced agunst those who had refused the
Declaration, he wrote to the lords, and other com-
missioners, 1 formal profession of s unwillingness
to exercise that authonty any lfonger, and withdrew
himself from them  After they had read Jus letter,
they adjourned for sn months, and scarcely ever
met afterwards

W hen Ling Junes was frghted away, and a new
gosernment was to be settled, Sprat was one of those
who considered, m 1 conference, the great question,
‘Whether the crown was vacant ? and mnnfully spohe
m favour of his old master,

He complied, however, with the new establish-
ment, and was left unmolested but, 1n 1692, 2
strange attach was made upon him by one Robeit
Young and Stephen Blackhead, both men convicted
of infamous crimes, wd both, when the <cheme was
Trud, priconers m Newgate  These men drew up an
Association, 1 which they whosc names were sub-
scribed declared their resolution to restore hing
James to scize the princess of Orange dend or 1hive,
and to be ready with turey thousend men to meet
Ling James when he should lmd ~ To tlus they put
the names of Sncroft, Spiat, Marlborough, Salis-
bury, wnd others The copy of Dr Sprats name
was obtamned by a fichitious 1equest, to which
answer w fus own hand was desired  His hand was
copred so well, that he confessed 1t might have de-
cenved himself  Bhchhead, who had canied the
letter, being sent 1gain with 1 plausible message, wns

very
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very curious to see the house, and pa: ticulaily nn-
portunate to be let into the study , where, as 15 sup-
posed, he designed to leave the Association  Thus,
however, was denied him ; and he diopped 1t m a
flower-pot 1n the parlou

Young now laid an mformation befoic the Privy
Council, and May 7, 1692, the bishop was anested,
and kept at a messenger’s under a stiict guaid eleven
days. His house was searched, and directions weie
given that the Sowei-pots should be mspected The
messengels, however, missed the 100m m which the
paper was left  Blackhead went therefoie a thnd
time, and finding lus paper where he had left 1t,
brought 1t away ]

The bishop, having been enlarged, was, on June
the 10th and 13th, exammed again befoie the Privy
Council, and confionted with his accusers. Young
persisted, with the most obdwate impndence, against
the stiongest evidence, but the jesolution of Black-
head by degiees gave way  "Thae 1emamed at last
no doubt of the bishop’s mnocence, who, with gieat
prudence and diligence, tiaced the piogiess, and
detected the chaiacters of the iwo mfoimers, and
published an account of his own examination and
delivelance  which made such an impiession upon
him, that he commemomated 1t thiough hfe by a
yearly day of thanksgiving .

With what hope, o1 what intetest, the villains had
contrived an accusation which they must know them-
selves utterly unable to piove, was never discovered

After this, he passed Ins days m the quiet exercise
of hus function When the cause of Sacheverell put
the publick 1n commotion, he honestly appemed

‘ among
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among the friends of the Church He lined to hus
seventy-mnth year, and died May 20, 1713

Burnet 15 not very favourable to his memory  but
he and Burnet were old nivals  On some publick
occaston they both preached before the House of
Commons There prevailed 1n those days an -
decent custom  when the preacher touched any fa-
vourite topich m a manner that delighted s au-
dience, their approbation was expreseed by 2 loud
hum, continued 1n propoition to therr zeal or plea-
sure  VWhen Burnet preached, part of his congrega-
tion hummed so loudly and so long, that he sat down
to enjoy 1t, and rubbed lus face with his handher-
clief  When Sprat preached, he likewise was ho-
nouied with the ke animating irem  but he stretched
out Ins hand to the congregation, and cried, “ Peace,
¢ peace, I pray you, peace

This T was told 1 my jouth by my father, an old
man, who had been no careless observer of the pas-
sages of those time

Burnet s sermon, says Salmon was remarkable fo1
sedition, and Sprats for loyalty ~Burnet had the
thanks ot the House Sprat had no thanks, but a
good hving from the King which, he ~aid, was of as
much value 2, the thanks of the Commons

The worl s of Sprat, besides hus few poems, are,
The History of the Royal Society, The Lafe of Cow-
ley, The Answer to Sorbiere, The History of the
Rye house Plot, The Relation of his own Examm--
tion, and a volume of Sermons I have heard 1t
obser ed with great justness, that every book 1s of
a different hind, and that each hasits distinet and
characteristical excellence

My
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My business 1s only with lis poems He con-
sidered Cowley as a model, and suppoced that, as
he was mmitated, peifection was approached No-
thing, therefore, but Pindarick hiberty was to be ex~
pected  There 15 m his few productions no want of
such concerts as he thonght excellent ; and of tho<e
our judgment may be settled by the fii<t that appears
mm lis praise of Ciomwell, where Lie <ays, that
Cromwell’s “ fame, Iike man, will grow white as it
“ grows old,”

HALIFAX.
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’I‘HE hfc of the Tarl of Iahfw was properly
that of an artful and active statesman, employed in
balweing, parties, contrning expedients, and com-
bating opposition, and cxpo ed to the vierssitudes of
advancement and degridition  but, n this collee-
tion, poctical ment 1s the clann to attention, and
the account wineh 1s here to be evpeeted may pro-
perly be proportioned not to lus nfluence 1n the
state but to Ins ranl among the writers of vere
Charles Montague was born Apnl 16, 1661, at
Horton, 1n Northamptonstire, the son of Mr George
Montague a younger on of the el of Manchester
He w15 educated first m the country, and than re-
moved to Westmm ter, where, m 1677, he wis
chosen a hing s scholar, nd recommended humself
to Busbv by lus fuhaity in extemportry epigrams
He contracted a very mtimate firendship with M
Stepney and, n 1652, when Stepney was deeted at
Cambridge, the clection of Montigue bemg not to
proceed till the year following, he was afirud lest by
being placed at Oxford he might be scpuated from
Tns
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his companion, and therefore solicited to be removed
to Cambridge, without warling for the advantages
of another yeai.

It seems mdeed time to wish for a removal. for
he was already a school-boy of one-and-twenty-.

His relation, D1 DMontague, was then madter of
the college m which he was placed a fellow-com-
moner, and took him under his partienlm care
Heie he commenced an acquaintance with the great
Newton, which continued thiough hus Iife, and was
at last attested by a legacy.

In 1685, lus veises on the death of king Chailes
made such an 1mpression on the ca1l of Doiset. that
he was mvited to town, and mtroduced by that uni-
versal patron to the other wits  In 1687, he jomed
with Prior inthe City Mouse and the Countr y Mouse,
a burlesque of Dryden’s Ilind and Panther He
signed the mvitation to the Piunce of Grange, and
sat in the Convention. He about the same tune mai-
1ied the countess dowager of Manchester, and -
‘tended to have taken orders, but afterwairds altering
his purpose, he pwichased for 15007 the place of
one of the clerks of the council.

After he had wiitten his epistle on the victorv of
the Boyne, his pation Doiset mtroduced him to kg
William, with this expression “ Su, I have brought
“ a House to wait on yowm Majesty ” Fo which the
king 1s scid to have rephed, « You do well to put
“me m the way of makmng a #an of him,” and
ordeted him a pension of five hundied pounds.
Tlns story, however curient, seems to have been
made after the event. The king’s answer nnplies a
gieater acquamntance with our proverbial and fa-

maliar
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miliar diction than hing Willim could possibly hwve
attmned

In 1691, bemng member of the House of Com
mons, he argued warmly 1 favour of 4 law to grant
the assistance of counsel m trals for lugh-treason
and, m the midst of his speech falling into some
confusion, was for a while silent but, recovening
himself, observed, “ how reisonable 1t was to allow
* counsel to men called as crimnals before a court
“ of justice, when 1t appeared how much the pre-
“ sence of that assembly could disconcert one of their
“ own body *

After this he rose fast into honours and employ-~
ments being made one of the commissioners of the
treasury, and called to the privy counal  In 1694,
he became chancellor of the exchequer and the
next year engaged 1n the great attempt of the 1e-
connge, which was 1n two years happily completed
In 1696, he projected the general fund, wnd rarsed
the credit of the exchequer, and, after enquiry con-
cerning a gran*of Insh crown lands, it wasdetermined
by a vote of the Commons, that Charles Montague,
esquire, had deserved lus Magesty s favour  In16g8,
being advanced to thefirst commissionof the tieasury,

* Mr Reed observes that this anecdote 1s related by Mr Wal
pole m his Catalogue of Rogal and Noble Authors of the Larl
of Shaflesbury, author of the Charctenishiel s but 1t appears to
me to be a mistake 1f we are to understand that the words were
spoken by Shaftesbury at thus time  when he had no seat m the
House of Commons nor did the bill pass at this ime bemng
thrown out by the House of Lords It becamte 2 law 1n the 7th
Willam when Halifas and Shaftesbury both had seats The
editors of the Biog Brit adopt Mr Walpale s story but they are

not spealang of this period  The story first appeared in the Life
of Lord Halifax publihed n 1715 C
he
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he was appomted onc of the regeney m the king'’s
absence ; the next year he was made auditor of the
exchequel, and the y¢ar after created baron Halifax.
He was, however, impeached by the Commons ; but
the articles weie dismissed by the Loids.

At the accession of Qucen Anne he was dismisced
from the council, and m the fiist paihament of her
1eign was again attacked by the Commons, and again
escaped by the protection of the Lords. In 1704,
he wiote an answer to Bromley’s speech against oc-
casional confoimity He headed the Enquiry into
the danger of the Chuich In 1706, he proposed
and negotiated the Union with Scotland; and when
the elector of Hanover had 1eceived the Garter, after
the act had passed for secuning the Protestant Suc-
cession, he was appointed to carry the ensigns of
the o1der to the electoral court IIe sat as one of
the judges of Sacheveiell; but voted for a muld
rentence. Bemg now no longer m fas our, he con-
trived to oblain a wiit for summoning the electoral
pirnce to parhiament as duke of Cambridge

At the quecn’s death he was appomted one of
the regents, and at the accession of George the
First was made earl of Halifax, kmght of the Gai-
ter, and fitst commissioner of the treasury, with a
grant to his nephew of the reveision of the auditor-
ship of the exchequer Moie was not to be had,
and this he kept but a httle while; for, on the 19th
of May, 1715, he died of an mmflammation of his
lungs

Of bim, who from a poet became a patron of
poets, 1t will be readily believed that the works
would not miss of celebration. Addison began to

praise
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pruse hun early, and was followed or accompanied
by other poets  perhaps by almost all, except Swift
and Pope, who forbote to flatter him m his life, and
nfter tus death spohe of him, Swift with shght cen-
sure, and Pope 1 the character of Bufo withacr-
monious contempt

He was, s Pope says,  fed with dedications
for Ticlell affirms thit no dedication was unre-
warded To chrge Il unmenited praise with the
guilt of flattery, wnd to suppose that the encomiast
always knows and feels the falsehoods of his asser-
tions, 15 surely to discover great ignorance of human
niture and humwm Ife In determmations de
pending not on 1ules, but on experience and com-
parison, judgment 1s always m some degree subject
to affection  Very near to admiratien 1s the wish
to admire

Lvery man wilhingly gnes value to the praise
which he recewes, and considers the sentence passed
m lus favour as the sentence of discernment  We
admire 1n a friend that understanding which selected
us for confidence we adimre more, 1n a patron,
that judgment wiuch, mstead of scatterng bounty
mdiseriminately, directed 1t to us  nd, if the pa
tron be an author, those performances which grati-
tude forbrds us to blame, affection will eastly dispose
us to exalt

To these prejudices, hardly culpable, nterest
adds a power always operatmg, though not always,
because not wiliingly, percened The modesty of
praise wears gradunlly away , and perhaps the pride
of patronage may be in time so increased, that modest
praisc will no longer please

L]

Many
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Many a blandishment was practiced upon Halifax,
which he would never have known, had he no other
attractions than those of hus poetiy, of which a short
time has witheied the beauties It would now be
esteemed no honow, by a contithutor to the monthly
bundles of veiscs, to be told, that, m strams either
familia1 or solemn, he smgs hlke Montague.

PARNELL,
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PARNELL

THE Life of Dr PARNLLL 1s 4 tash wlich
I should very willingly declme, since 1t has been
lately wnitten by Goldsrmith, a mm of such varety
of powers, and such fehcity of performance, that he
always seemed to do best that vhich he was dong
a man who had the art of bung mmute without
tediousness, wnd general without confusion who e
language was copious without ewuberance, evact
without constramt, and easy without weahness

‘What such an author has told, who would tell
agun® I have made 1 abstract from his Inrger
narrative  and have this gratification from my at-
tempt, that 1t gives me 2 opportuntty of paymg due
tribute to the memory of Goldsmth

b yag ysoas es1 Sewolwy

THOMAS PARNELL was the son of a com-
mbnwealthsman of the same name, who, at the
Restoration, left Congleton in Cheshire, where the

Vor X r family
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family had been established for several centuries,
and, setthng m Deland, purchased an estate, w hich,
with lis lands in Cheshire, descended to the poet,
who was born at Dublin 1 1679 ; and, after the
usual education at a grammar-school, was, at the
age of thirtecn, admitted mto the College, wheie,
in 1700, he became master of arts, and was the
same year ordamed a deacon, though under the ca-
nonical age, by a dispensation fiom the bishop of
Derry. :

About three years aftern aids hewasmade a priest;
and in 1705 Dr. Ashe, the bishop of Clogher, con-
ferred upon bim the archdeacomy of Cloghe.
About the samme year he manied Mis Anne Min-
chin, an amuable lady, by whom he had two <ons,
who died young, and a daughter who long survived
him.

At the ejection of the Whigs, m the end of queen
Anne’sieign, Parnell was persuaded to change Ins
party, not without much censuie from those whom
he forsook, and was recencd by the new mimstiy as
a valuable 1einforcement  When the eail of Oxford
was told that Di. Panell waited among the ciowd
in the outer room, he went by the perv .sion of
Swift, with his treasmer’s staff m Ius hand, to en-
quire for him, and to bid hum welcome; and, as
may be inferred from Pope’s dedication, admrtted
bim as a favourite companion to his convivial hours,
but, as 1t seems often to have happened 1n those
times to the farouites of the Gieat, without atten-
tion to his fortune, which, however, was 1n no great
need of improvement. '

' Painell,
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Parnell, who did not want ambition or vamty,
was destrous to mihe himself conspieuous, and to
show how worthy he was of lngh preferment As
he thought himself quahfied to become a popular
preacher, he displiyed Ins elocution with great sue-
cess in the pulpits of London  but the queen sdeath
putting 1n end to lus expectations, abated Ins dih-
gence nd Pope represents im’ s fillmg from that
time mto mtempernce of wine  Thit in Ins latter
1ife he was too much a lover of the bottle, 1s not de-
nted but I have heard 1t imputed to 2 cause more
likely to obtain forgiveness from mankind, the un-
timely death of 1 darling son, or, 15 others tell, the
loss of hus wife, who died (1712) n the mudst of
Ius expectations

He was now to dernve every future nddition to Ius
preferments from Ius personal mterest with s pri-
vate friends, and he was not long unregarded  He
was warmly recommended by Swift to Archbishop
King, who gave lum a prebend m 1713 and m
May 1716 presented lum to the vicarage of 'inglass
1 the diocese of Dublin, worth four hundred pounds
ayen  Such notice from such 1 man mchnes me to
believe, that the vice of which he has been ccused
w s not gross, or not notorious

But his prosperity did not last long  IDIis end,
whatever was 1ts cause, w1s now approachmg  He
enyoyed his preferment little more than a yewr for
m July 1717, n hs thirty-eighth year, he died at
Chester on his way to Irelind

He seems to have been one of those poets who
tahe dehght n writing He contributed to the pa
pers of that time, and probably publiched more than

F2 be
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he owned He left many compositions behind him,
of which Pope selected those which he thought best,
and dedicated them to the Fail of Oxford. Of these
Goldsmth has given an opiuion, and lis ciiticism 1t
is seldom safe o contiadict. He bestows just praise
upon The Rise of Woman, The Fawy Tale, and the
Pervigilumm Peneris; but has very propeily 1e-
maiked, that m The Battle of Mice and I'rogs, the
Gieek names have not mn Enghish their original effect.
He tells us, that T%e Boolkiorm 1s translated from
Beza; but he should have added, with modern ap-
plications and, when le discovers that Gay Bacchus
is translated from Augwellus, he ought to have 1e-
maiked that the laiter pait 15 purely Parnell’s. An-
other poem, #hen Spring comes on, 1s, he says, taken
from the French. I would add, that the description
of Barrenness, m his verses to Pope, was borrowed
fiom Secundus, but lately searching for the passage,
which I had formeily read, I could not find 1t. The
Night-piece on Deathis indirectly preferned by Gold-
smith to Gray’s Chuir clh-yard , but, m my opinion,
(iay has the advantage of dignity, vanety, and on-
gnality of sentiment He obseives, that the story of
The Hermit 1s i More’s Palogues and Howell’s Let-
ters, and supposes 1t to have been originally Arabian.,
Goldsmith has not taken any notice of the Elegy
¢o the old Beauty, which 1s perhaps the meanest;
nor of the Allegory on Man, the happiest of Parnell’s
performances The hmt of the Hymn fo Contentment
1 suspect to have been boi1owed fiom Cleiveland
- The general chaiacter of Painell 1s not great extent
of comprehension, or fe tility of mind. Of the hittle
that appeais, still less 1s hus own.  ¥s praise must
he
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be derved from the easy sweetness of his dichion 1n
his verses there 1s more happiness than pains  he 1s
sprightly without effort, and alwnys delights, though
he never ravishes  every thing 1s proper, yet every
thing seems casual  If there 1s some appearance of
elaboration i The Hermat, the narrative asatis less
atry, 1s less plewing*  Of Ins other compositions 1t
1s 1mpossible to say whether they are the productions
of Nature, so excellent as not to want the help of
Art, or of Art so refined as to resemble Nature

This eriticism relates only to the preces published
by Pope  Of the large appendages which I find 1n
the last edition, I can only sy, that I know not
whence they came, nor have ever enquired whither
they are gomg  They stand upon the fuith of the
compilers

% Dr Wartan asks ¢ Less than what® €

GARIH
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GARTH

SAMUEL GARTH was of a good family in

Yorkshire, and from some school in his own country
became a student at Peter-house in Cambridge, where
. he resided t1ll he became doctor of physick on July

the 7th, 1691 He was examined befoie the Col-
lege at London on Maich the 12th, 1691-2, and
admitted fellow June 26th, 1693 He was soon so
much distinguished by his conversation and accom-
phishments, as to obtain very extensive practice;
and, 1f a pamphlet of those times may be credited,
had the favour and confidence of one party, as Rad-
chffe had of the other.

He 1s always mentioned as a man of benevolence ;
and 1t 1s just to suppose that his desire of helping
the helpless disposed him to so much zeal for the
Dhspensary ; an undertaking of which some account,
however short, 1s proper to be given

Whether what Temple says be true, that physi-
cians have had more learning than the other facul-
ties, I will not stay to enquire, but, I believe, every
man has found 1n physicians great iberahty and dig-

mty
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nity of sentiment, very prompt effuston of benefi-
cence, and willingness to exert a lucritive art where
there 1s no hope of lucre  Agreeably to this cha-
racter, the College of Physicians, 1n July 1687, pub-
Iished an edict, requirng all the fellows, candidates,
and hicentiates, to give gratumtous advice to the nergh-
bouring poor

This edhct was sent to the court of aldermen  and,
a question being made to whom the appellation of
the poor should be extended, the College nnswered,
that 1t should be suffictent to bring a testtmomnl
from the clergyman officiating in the parish where
the patient resided

After a years experience, the physicians found
therr charity frustrated by some mahgnant opposition,
and made to a great degree vun by the lugh price
of physich  they therefore voted, 1n August 1688,
that the laboratory of the College should be 1ccom-
modated to the preparation of medicines, nd an-
other room prepared for their reception , and that the
contributors to theexpenceshould manage thecharity

It was now expected, that the apothecares would
have undertaken the care of providing medicmes
but they took another course  Thmhing the whole
design pernictous to their mterest, they endeavoured
to raise a faction agawst 1t 1n the College, and found
some physictans mean enough to solicit their patron-
age, by betraying to them the counsels of the Col
lege The greater part, howerer, enforced by a new
edict, i 1694, the former order of 1687, and sent
it to the mrayor and aldermen, who appointed a
commuttee to treat with the College, nd settle the
mode of administering the chanty

14
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It was desired by the aldermen, that the testimo-
mials of churchwaidens and oveiseers should be ad-
mitted ; and that all hired seivants, and all appren-
tices to handicraftsmen, should be considered as poor-.
This hikewise was gianted by the College
. Tt was then considered who should distribute the
medicines, and who should settle their prices The
physicians procured some apothecaries to undertake
the dispensation, and offered that the waiden and
company of the apothecaiies should adjust the price.
'L'his offer, was rejected ; and the apothecaries who
had engaged to assist the charity were consideied as
tiators to the company, threatened with the imposi-
tion of tioublesome offices, and deteried from the
performance of their engagements. The apotheca-
11es ventm ed upon publick opposition, and piesented
a kind of remonstrance agamst the design to the com-
mittee of the city, which the physicians condescended
to confute ; and at least the tiaders seem to have
prevailed among the sons of trade; for the proposal
of the College having been considered, a paper of
approbation was diawn up, but postponed and for-
gotten

The physicians still persisted ; and 1 1696 a sub-
sciiption was raised by themselves, according to an
agreement prefixed to The Dispensary. The poor
wele, for a time, supplied with medicines, for how
long a time, I know not The medicinal chanty,
like others, began with ardowm, but soon 1ermtted,
and at last died gradually away.

‘ About the time of the subsc iption begins the ac-
ton of The Dispensary. The Pdem, as 1ts subject
was present and populai, co-operated with passions .

‘ and,
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and prejudices then prexalent, and, with such auxi-
Tiartes to its mtrinsick ment, was universally and hbe-
rally applauded It was on the side of charity agamst
the mtrigues of interest, and of regulor learning
agamst licentious usurpation of medical authonty
and was therefore naturally favourcd by those wha
read and can Judge of poetry
In 1697, Gartly spoke that which 15 now called
the Harveian Oration which the authors of the
1Brographia menfion with more pruse than thepassage
quoted 1n their notes wilt fully justify, Garth, speak-
g of the mischiefs done by quacks, has these ex-
pressions ““Nou tamen telis vulnerat 1sta agy rtaram
¢ colluvies, sed thertaca quadam magis perniciosa,
“ non pyrio, sed pulvere nescio quo cxotico certat,
“ non globulis plumbeis, sed prlulis eque lethaltbus
¥ mterfiett ¥ This was certunly thought fine by
the author, and 13 still admired by his pgripher
In October 1702, he bicame one of the censors of
he College
| Garth, being n active and zealous Wing, was a
nember of the Kit cat club, and, by consequence,
fmibarly known to all the great men of that deno-
nmation  In 1710, when the government fell into
cher hands, he writ to lord Godolphin, on his dis-
mssion, a short poem, wluch was enticised n the
Lraminer, and so successfully erther defended on
exvused by Mr Addison, that, for the sake of the
vidieation, 1t ought ta be preserved
;&t the accession of the present farmly Ins merits
wee achnowledged and rewarded Ile was knighted
win the sword of hus hera, Marlborough and was
| made
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made physician 1n ordmary to the king, and phys:-
cian-general to the army.

He then undertook an edition of Ovid’s Metamor-
phoses, translated by several hands, which he 1e-
commended by a Preface, ‘written with more osten-
tation than ability , his notions are half-formed, and
his materials immethodically confused. This was
his last wortk. He died Jan 18, 1717-18, and was
buwiied at Hariow-on-the-Hill

His personal character scems to have been social
and libertal He communicated himself thiough a
very wide extent of acquantance; and though fiim
n a party, at a time when firmness included viu-
lence, yet he mmpaited his kindness to those who
were not supposed to favour his principles Hewas
an ealy encourager of Pope, and was at once the
fitend of Addison and of Gianville. He 1s accused
of voluptuousness.and nieligion; and Pope, whc
says, that ““if ever there was a good Christian, with
“ out knowing himself to be so, 1t was Dr. Gaith,’
seems not able to deny what he 1s angry to heai, anc
loth to confess.

Pope afterwards declared himself convinced, thd
Garth died in the commumon of the Church
Rome, having been privately 1econciled It 1s ol-
served by Lowth, that theie 1s less distance thans
thought between scepticism and popery, and thata
mind, wearied with perpetual doubt, willmgly sexs
1epose 1n the bosom of an infailible Chwich.

His poetiy has been praised at least equally to ts
meut In The Dispensary theie 1s a stiam of smoth
and free veisification, but few lines are emmerly

‘ elegnt.
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elegmt  No passages fall below medoersty, wnd
few rise much above 1t The plin seems formed
without just proportion to the subject the means
and end have no necessary connection  Resnel, 1
Ins Preface to Pope’s Lss1y, remarks, that Girth ex-
hibits no diserimination of characters , and that what
anv one says might, with equal propriety, have heen
sud by another Ie genertl design 15, perhaps,
open to critictsm but the composition can <eldom
be charged with mnaccuracy or neghgence The
author never slumbers m <elf indulgence Ius full
vigour 1s alway s exerted  scarcely a line 1s left unfi-
mshed , nor 151t ewy to find an expression used by
constramt, or a thought imperfectly expressed It
was remwhed by Pope, that The Dispensary had
been corrected m ciery edition, ind thutevery change
was an improvement It appears, however, to want
something of poettcal ardour, and something of ge-
neral delectation and therefore, since 1t has been ng
longer supported by accidental and mtrmsich popu-
!ant_y » 1t has been <carcely able to support uself

ROWEL
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NICHOLAS ROWL was born at Luttle Beck-
ford, in Bedfordshire, n 1673. IIis famuly had
long possessed a considerable estate, with a good.-
house, at Lambei toun in Devonshire . ITisanccstor
from whom he descended 1n a direct Iine recerved
the arms borne by lus descendants for his bravery in
the Holy War. His father, John Rowe, who was
the first that quitted Ius paternal acres to practise
any part of profit, professed the law, and publhshed
Benlow's and Dallison’s Reports m the reign of
James the Second, when 1n opposition to the notions,
then diligently propagated, of dispensing power, he
ventured to remaik how low his authors rated the
prerogative. He was made a serjeant, and died

April 30, 1692. He was buiied in the Temple
church.

Nicholas was first sent to a private school at Hagh-
gate, and, bemg afterwards removed to Westmn-

* In the Villare, Lamerton Dr, J
ster,
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ster, was at twelve years? chosen one of the hings
scholars  His master was Busby, who suffered none
ot his scholars to let their powers he uscless, and
Ius exercises 1n several linguages are said to hae
been written with uncommon degrees of excellence,
and yet to have cost lum very httle labour

At sinteen he had, m lus fathers opimon, made
advances m learning sufficient to qualify Inm for the
study of law, and was entered a student of the Mid-
dle Temple, where for some fime he read Statutes
and Reports with proficiency proportionate to the
force of Ius mind, which was already such that he
endeavoured to comprehend law, not s a series of
precedents, or collection of positne precepts but
1s 1 system of rational government, and mnpartial
Justice

When he v as mineteen, he was, by the death of
hus father, left morc to his own direction, wnd pro-
bably from that time suffered law gradunlly to give
way to poetry At twenty five he produced The
Ambitwus Step-Tother, wluch was recened with
so much favour, that he duvoted Inme<elf from that
time wholly tofelegant hterature

His next tragedy (1702) was Tamer lane, mwinch,
under the name of Tamerlane, he mtended to cha-
racterize hing Witham, and Lewss the ourteenth
under Bajazet  Ihe virtues of Tamerlwe scem to
have been arbitranily assigned tum by hus poet, for 1
Lnow not that history gives wy other qualities than
those which mike a conqueror  The fshion, how-
ever, of the time was, to accumulate upon Lewis all

* Hewas not elected td1 1688 N
that
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that can 1a1se Lioriom and detestation , and whatever
good was withheld fiom him, that 1t might not be
thlown away, was bestowed upon king ~Wllllam.

This was the tiagedy winch Rowe vahmd most,
and that which probably, by the help of political
auxiliaries, excited most applause; but occasional
poetiy must often content it<elf with occasional praise
Tamerlane has for a long time bez n acted only once
a yeai, on the might when Jing Willham landed
Ou quaniel with Lewis has beca Jong over, and 1t
now glatifies neither zeal nor malice to see Inm
pamted with aggiavated featutes, like a Smacen
upon a sign

The Faun Penitent, his next production (1703), 15
one of the most pleasing tiagedies on the stage, wheic
1t still keeps 1ts tuins of appearing, and probably will
long keep them, for there 1s scaicely any » ork of any
poet at once so interesting by the fable, and so de-
hghtful by the Ianomge The story 15 domestick,
and therefore easily 1ecaived By the imagimation, and
assmnhted to common hife, the diction 15 exquisitely
hai monious, and soft or spuightlyas occasion requiies.

The character of Lothailo seems to have been ex-
panded by Richaidson into Lovelace, but he has
excelled his o1iginal 1n the moral effect of the fiction.
Lothario, with gaiety which cannot be hated, and
biavery which cannot be despised, 1etains too much
of the spectator’s kindness It was 1n the power of
Richardson alone to teach us at once esteem and
detestation, to make viituous 1esentment over -power
all the benevolence wlhich wit, elegance, and cou-

1age, natmally excite, and to lose at last the hero
m the villan, -

- The
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1he fifth act 1s not equal to the former the
events of the drimn are exhausted, and httle remune
but to talh of what1s past It has been observed,
that the title of the play does not sufhicicntly cor-
respond with the behastour of Calistr, who at het
shews no evrdent signs of repentance, but my be
reasonably suspected of feching pamn from deteetion
rather than from guilt, and expresses more shame
than sorrow, and more rage than shame

Ihs nest (1706) was Ulysses which, with the ¢
common fate of mythologiel stories, 1s now gene-
rilly neglected W e v been too enrly acquanted
with the poetical heroes, to expect my plesure from
therr revival  to <how them as they hwe alreads
been shown, 1s to disgust by repetition  to gie them
new qualities, or new adventurcs, 15 to oflend by
violating recened notions

2he Rayal Conver £ (1708) seems to have 2 better
claim to longevity  [he fible s drwwa from an ob-
scure nd barbarous ¢, to \\hlchﬁ@ are more
ewsily and properly adapted, for when objects are
mmperfeetly <ecn, they easily tahe forms from g
nation  1he scene lies among our ancestors m om
own country, ind therefore very easily catches atten
tion Rodogune 1s a personage truly tragienl, of high
spint, and violent passions, great with tempestuous
dignity, and wiched with 2 sou} that would hwe
been herowcd 1f 1t had been virtuous  1he motto
seems to tell that this play was not successful

Rowe does not alway s remember what his charac
ters require  In Tamerlane there 1s some rdiculous
mention of the God of Love, and Rodogune, a sa-

e rage
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vage Saxon, talks of Venus, and the eagle that e
the thunder of Jupiter.

The play discovers 1ts own date, by a prediction
of the Union, m mtation of Cranmer’s prophetick
promuses to Hemy the Eighth. The anticipated
blessings of union are not veiy naturally introduced,
nor very happily expiessed.

He once (1706) tiied to change his hand. He
ventured on a comedy,and produced 7e Biter ; with
which, though 1t was unfavourably tieated by the
audience, he was himself dehghted, for he 1s said to
have sat m the house laughing with great yehemence,
whenever he had, m his own opinion, produced a jest.
But, finding that he and the publick had no sympa-
thy of mnth, he tited at hghter sgenes no more.

After the Royal Convert (1714) appeared Jane

2 Shore, witten, as 1ts author professes, wn inutation

“of Shakspeares style.  In what he thought himself
an 1mitator of Shakspeare, 1t 15 not easy to concerve.
‘The numbes, the diction, the sentunents, and the
conduct, every thing 1n which mutation can consist,
are 1emote 1 the uimost degree fiom the manner of
Shakspeare; whose diamas 1t resembles only as 1t 1s
an Enghsh stoiy, and as some of the peisons have
their names in lustory  This play, consisting chiefly
of domestick scenes and puvate distiess, lays hold
upon the heait. The wife 1s forgiven because she
iepents, and the husband 1s honoured because he
forgives  T'his, therefore, is one of those pieces
which we still welcome on the stage

His last tragedy (1715) was Lady Janz Grey.
This subject had been chosen by Mi. Smith, whose

P&p@r&
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papers nere put mto Ronces hands such as he de-
scribes them i his preface Tlis play s hhewase
dunk into oblivien  T'rom this time he gave nothing
more to the stage

Bemng by 1 competent fortune exempted from any
necessity of combating his mchnation, he never wrote
in distress, and therefore does not appear to have
ever written inhaste  His works were finished to lus
own approbation, and bear few marks of neghigence
orhurry It 1s remaihable, that s prologues and
epilogues are all Ins own, though he sometimes sup-
phied others, he afforded help, but did not sohert 1t

As his studies necessarily made Ium acquainted
with Shakspeare, and 1cquantance producedn enera-
tion, he undertook (1709) n edition of lns works,
fiom which he nerther recenned much praise, nor
seems to have expected 1t yet, I behese, those who
compare 1t with former copies will find that he has
done more than he promised nd that, without the
pomp of notes or boasts of critiusm, many passages
are happily restored e prefived a lifc of the au-
thor, such as tradition, then almost expning, could
supply, and 2 prefice#, which cannot be said to
discover much profundity or penectration He at
feast contributed to tiie popularty of fus author

He was milling enough to improve s fortune by
otherarts than poetry  Ile was under-secretary for
three years when the duke of Qucensberry was secre-
tary of state, and afterwards apphed to the earl of
Osxford for some publich employment4  Oxlord

# Mr Taves Preface howeser 19 not distinct agit might be
supposed from this pa.sage from the Laf. R

+ Spence
You X T enjomned
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enjoined him to study Spamsh , and when, some time
aftetwards, he came again, and said that he had
mastered 1t, dismissed lum withthis congratulation,
“ Then, Sir, I envy you the pleasure of 1eading Don
¥ Quixote m the original.”

This story 1s sufficiently attested ; but why Ox-
ford, who desired to be thought a favourer of litera-
ture, should thus mnsult a man of acknowledged me-
rt, or how Rowe, who was so keen a Wing # that
he did not willingly conveise with men of the oppo-
site paity, could ask preferment from Oaford ; 1t 1s
not now possible to discover. Pope, who told the
story, did not say on what occasion the advice was
given ; and, though he owned Rowe’s disappont-
ment, doubted whether any injury was intended him,
but thought 1t rather lord Oxford’s odd way.

It is hikely that he Iived on discontented through
the 1est of Queen Annc’s 1e1ign, but the time came
at last when he found kinder fitends. At the acces-
sion of king George he was made poet-laureat,, I am
afiaid by the gection of poor Nahum Tate, who
(1716) died in the Mint, where he was forced to
seek shelter by extreme poverty. He was made hike-
wise one of the land-surveyors of the customs of the
port of London. The prmce of Wales chose him
clerk of his council, and the lo1d chancellor Paike: ,
as soon as he 1ecerved the seals, appomted hun, un-
asked, secietary of the presentations. Such an ac-
cumulation of employments undoubtedly produced a
very considerable 1evenue

Having already tianslated some parts of Lucan’s
Pkarsaka, which had been published 1n the Miscel-

* Spence
lanies,
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James, and doubtless recened mmy prases, he un-
dertook 4 version of the whole work, which he Ived
to fimsh, but not to publish It secms to hve been
prnted under the care of Dr Welwood, who pre-
fined the authors hfe, in which 1s contained the fol-
lowmg character

 As to lus person, it w1s graceful and well made
« lus face regular, and of 7 manly beauty  As lus
“ soul was well lodged, soits rational and amimal
< faculties excelled 1 2 high degree  Ife had «
“ quich and frutful ivention, 1 deep penetration,
“and 1 large compass of thought, with simgular
* dexterity and easiness i making s thoughts to
“ be understood Ide was master of most parts of
<« polhite learmng, especilly the classical authors,
« both Greek and Latin understood the TI'rench,
¢ Ttalian, and Spanish Inguages  and spoke the first
“ fluently, nd the other two tolerably well

« He had likewise read most of the Greek and
¢ Roman lustories m their original languages, and
“ most that are wrote 1 Lnghlsh, I'rench, Itahan,
« and Spamsh  He had 1 good taste n philosophy
“and having 2 firm umpresston of religion upon his
< mmd, he took grert dchght mn divimty and ecele-
“ siastical Iustory, m both which he made great
‘ advances 1n the times he retired into the country,
< winch wns frequent  He eapressed, on Il occa-
< sions, lus full persuasion of the truth of Revealed
* Rehgion and beng 2 sincere member of the
< Established Church himself, he pitied, but con-
 demned not, those that dissented from it He
« abhorred the principles of persccuting men upon
“ the acconnt of their opmions n rehigion nd,

F 2 “ being
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¢ bemg stiict in his own, he took 1t not upon lhim
< to censure those of another peisuasion  this con-
« yersation was pleasant, witty, and leained, without
« the least tinctuie of aflectation o1 pedantiy , and
¢ his mimitable manner of diverting and enhvening
¢ the company made 1t 1mpossible for any one to
¢ be out of humour when he was 1 1t Envy and
¢« detraction seemed to be entnely foreign to his
¢« constitution, and whatever pirovocations he me%
« with at any time, he passed them over without the
% least thought of 1esentment o1 revenge. As Homer
<« had a Zoilus, so Mr Rowe had sometimes his;
« for there were not wanting malevolent people, and
¢« pretenders to poetry too, that would now-and-then
“ baik at his best performances, but he was conscious
“ of his own genius, and had so much good-nature
“ as to forgive them , nor could he ever be tempted
 to 1etuin them an answer.

“ The love of lemning and poetry made him not
¢ the less fit fo1 busmess, and nobody applied lum-
“ self closer to 1t, when 1t 1equued his attendance.
¢ The late duke of Queensberiy, when he was secie-
“tary of state, made him lis secretary for publick
“ affans, and when that tiuly gieat man came to
“ know him well, he was never so pleased as when
“ Mi Rowe was m his company  After the duke’s
¢ death, all avenues weie stopped to his preferment ;
“and, duiing the 1est of thatieign, he passed his
“ time with the Muses and his books, and sometimes
“ the conveisation of his fitends

“ Wlien he had Just got to be easy m his fortune,
“and was mn a fan way to make it better, death
“ swept him away, and m hum depiived the world of

. ‘ “ one
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« gne of the best men, as well as one of the best ge-
<« niuses of the ige  He died hke a Chnstian and a
¢ Philosopher, in charity with all manknd, and with
« an absolute resignation to the will of God He
« Lept up his good humour to the last and took
< Jeave of tus wife and friends, nnmediately before
« Jus last agony, with the same tranquillity of mind,
« gnd the same indifference for Iife, as though he
« had been upontahing but 2 shortjourney  He was
« twice married  first to a daughter of Mr Parsons,
« one of the atiditors of the revenue and afterwards
¢ to a daughter of Mr Devenish, of a good family 1
« Dorsetshire By the first hehadason 1nd by the
« second a daughter, married afterwards to Mr Fane
¢ He died the sixth of December, 1718, 1n the forty-
<« fifth yewr of s age and was buried the nine
¢ teenth of the same month m Westmnster-abbey,
¢ 1n the aile where many of our English peets are m-~
¢ terred, over agunst Chaucer, lis body bemng at-
« tended by a select number of his friends, and the
¢ dvan and choir officiating at the funeral

To this character, winch 15 apparently given vath
the fondness of a friend, may be added the testtmony
of Pope, who s1ys, 1 a letter to Blount, * Me
“ Rowe accompanted me, and passed 2 weeh m the
“Torest I need not tell you how much a man of
 Ins turn entertained me but I must requaint you,
« there 1s 1 vivacity and galety of disposition, almost
“ peculiar to him, which mahe 1t impossible to part
¢ from him without that uneasmess which generally
¢ succeeds all our pleasure

Pope has left belind him another mention of s
companion, less advantageous, which 1s thus reported
by Dr Warburton

“ Rowe,
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« Rowe, n Mr. Pope’s opinion, maintamed a de-
¢ cent character, but had no heait Mr Addison
“ was justly offended with some behaviour which
“ arose from that want, and estianged himself fiom
¢ him, which Rowe felt very severely. M. Pope,
¢ then common filend, knowing this, took an op-
“ portunity, at some juncture of Mr. Addison’s ad-
¢ yancement, to tell him how poo1 Rowe was g11eved
“at lus displeasme, and what satisfaction he ex-
 messed at Mr, Addison’s good fortune, which he
“ expressed so natuially, that he (M. Pope) could
¢ not but think him sincere. Mr Addison replied,
¢« <] do not suspect that he feigned, but the lewity

¢ of his heait 1s such, that he 1s stiuck with any new .

¢ adventure, and 1t would affect him just m the
% same mannel, 1f he heard I was gowmg to be
“ hanged’ M. Pope said he could not deny but
“ Mr Addison undeistood Rowe well.”

"This censuje time has not left us the power of con-
firmmg o1 iefuting, but observation daily shews,
that much stress 15 not to be laid on hyperbolical ac-
cusations, and pomnted sentences, which even he that
utters them desires to be applauded rather than cre-
dited Addison can haidly be supposed to have

meant all that he said ~ Few chaiacters can bear the
gl_lpgqscqplck scrutmny of wit quickened by anger ;
and perhaps the best advice to authors would be, that
they should keep out of the way of one anothe.

Rowe 15 chiefly to be considered as a tragick wiiter
and atianslator, In his attempt at comedy he failed
0 1gnominiously, that his Befer 1s not mserted m
his works , and his occasional poems and shoit com-
positions are rarely worthy of either praise or cen-

sme, for they seem the casual sports of a mind
- “seeking

J
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seehing rather to nmuse 1ts lesure than to evercise
1ts powers [Ny

In the construction of his dramns, there 1s not
much art  he 1s not a nice observer of the Unities
He extends time and vares place as his conventence _
requires  To vary the place 15 not, 1 my opxmon,
any violation of Natute, 1f the change be made be- >
tween the acts  for 1t 15 no less easy for the specta~
tor to suppose himself at Athens in the second act,
than at Thebes n the first but to change the <cene,
as 15 done by Rowe, m the mddle of an act, 15 to
add more acts to the play, since an act 1s so much of
the business as 1s_transacted w xthout . mterruption
Rowe, by tus hitence, easily exincates lmscf from
difficulties  as, m Jane Gray, when we have been
ternified with all the dreadful pomp of publick exe-
¢ation, nnd are wondermg how the herome or the
poet wall proceed, no sooner has Jane pronounced
some prophetick rhymes, than— pass and be gone—
the scene closes, and Pembroke and Gardmer are
turned out upon the stage

1 hnow not that there ¢ be found m his plays
_any deep se search_mto nature, any accurate disciimi-
“Hations of Lindred qualities, or nice dlS])]'\) of pas-
sion1n fs progress  dit 1s generdt nd undehned
Nor does he much nterest or affect the auditor, ex-
cept m Jane Shore, who 1s always seen and heard
with pitf  Alicia 1s a character of empty noise, with
no resemblance to real sorrow orto natural madness

Whence, then, has Rone his reputation > I'rom
the reasonableness and propriety of some of hus
scenes, from the(eleganivg of his diction, and the

@nﬁ hus verse  He seldom moves erther pity

- or
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or terrour, but he often elevates the sentiments ;
he seldom pieices the breast, but he always dehghts
the ear, and often 1mpioves the understanding.

His translation of the Golden Ferses, and of the
first book of Quallet’s Pocm, have nothing i themn
remarkable. The Golden Ferses are tedious

The version of Lucan 1s one of the gieatest pro-
ductions of English poet1y ; for there 1s perhaps none
that so completely exlubits the gemus and spirit of
the original  Lucan 1s distinguished by a kind of
dictatorial or philosophick dignity, rather, as Qum-
tilan observes, declamatory than poetical, full of
ambitious morality and ponted sentences, comprised
in vigorous and ammated hnes This character
Rowe has very diligently and success[ully preserved,
His versification, which 1s such as his contempora-
ties p1 actised, without any ¢ attempt at innovation or
improvement, seldom wants either melody or force.
s author’s sense 1s sometimes a hittle diluted by
additional mfusions, and sometimes weakened by
too much expansion. But such faults are to be ex-
pected m all translations, fiom the constraint of
measures and dissimihitude of languages. The
Pharsalia of Rowe deserves more notice than 1t ob-
tamns, and as 1t 1s more 1ead will be more esteemed -

# The Lafe of Rowe1s a vely remarkable 1nstance of the un-
common stiength of Dr Johnson’s memoiy  When I 1ecewved
fiom him the MS he €omplacently observed, ¢ that the criticism
was tolerably well done, considering that he had not read one of
Rowe’s Plays for tharty years!” N.

ADDI-
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J OSCPH ADDISON was born on thefirst of Mny
1672, at Milcton, of winth Ins father, Lancelot
Addison, was then rector, ncar Ambro cbury m
Wiltslure, and appearing werk and unbhdy to Ine,
he was christened the same day  After the usual
domestich education wluch from the charaeter of
s father may be reasonably supposed to huve given
him strong 1mpressions of piety, he was commtted
to the care of Mr Nush at Ambroscbury, and after-
wards of Mr Iaylor at Sahsbury

Not to name the school or the msters of men 1l-
lustrious for hterature, 1s a hind of historieal fraud,
by which honest fime 1s injuriousty dimimshed I
would therefore trace lum through the whole process
of Ins education  In 1083, m the beginning of ns
twelfth year, lus father, being mnde dean of Lich-
ficld, naturlly carried Ins fimily to his new resi-
dence, and, I believe, placed lum for some time,
probably not long, under Mr Shaw, then master of
the school at Lichfield, father of the late Dy Peter

Shaw
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Shaw. Of this nterval lus biographers have given
no account, and I know it only from a story of a
barring-out, told me, when I was a boy, by Andiew
Corbet of Shiopshire, who had heaid 1t from Mr.
Pigot his uncle.

The practice of barring-out was a savage hcence,
practised m many schools to the end of the Jast cen-
tury, by which the boys, when the periodical vaca-
tion drew near, growing petulant at the appioach of
hiberty, some days before the time of rcgular recess,
took possession of the school, of which they barred
the doors, and bade their master defiance fiom the
windows. It 1s not easy to suppose that on such
occasions the master would do more than laugh ;
yet, if tradition may be credited, he often struggled
hard to foice or surpiise the gartison  The master,
when Pigot was a school-boy, was Darred-out at
Lachfield, and the whole opeiation, as he said, was
planned and conducted by Addison

To judge better of the probability of this story, I
have enquned when he was sent to the Chartreux ;
but, as he was not one of those who enjoyed the
Founder’s benefaction, there 15 no account preserved
of s admission At the school of the Chaitieux,
to which he was removed either fiom that of Salis-
bury or Lichfield, he pwsued hus juvemle studies
under the care of Dr Ellis, and contiacted that mti-
macy with Sir Richaid Steele, which then joint la-
bours have so effectually 1ecorded.

Of this memorable filendship the greater piaise
must be given to Steele It 1s not hard to love those
from whom nothing can be feared, and Addison
never constdered Steele as a rival , but Steele hved,

a
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s lie confesses, under n habitual subjection to the
predomimting genius of Addison, whom he alwqys
mentioned with reverence, and treated with obsequi-
ousness

Addison *, who knew lus own digmity, could not
aluays forbear to shew 1t, by plaving 4 hittle upon
his admrer  but he was mn no danger of retort  his
Jests were endured without resistance or resentment

But the sneer of jocularity wis not the worst
Steele, whose impradence of generosity, or vamty of
profusion, hept lam always mcurably necessitous,
upon some pressing exigence, m an el hour, bor-
rowed an hundred pounds of lus friend, probably
without much purpose of reprvyvment  but Addison,
who scems to hwe had other notions of 1 hundred
pounds, grew impatient of delyy, and reclumed lus
loan by an execution  Stecle fult with grent sensi-
bility the obduricy of lis crcditor, but with cmo-
tions of sorrow rather than of anger |

In 1687 he was entered mto QQueens College m
Oxford, where, m 1669, the acudental perusal of
some Latin verses guned hun the patrenage of Dr
Lancaster, afterwards provost of Queens College
by whose recommendation he ws clected mto M 1g-

# Spence

1 Ths fact was commueated to Johnson in mv hewrw, by 2
pur on of unquestionable veracity but whose name I am not at
liberty to menuon  He had st as he told us from luly Pum
ro e towhom Steele related it with tears in hs (yes Flie Inte
Dr Stinton confirmed 1t to me by savin,, that he had heard at
fiom Mr Hooke author of the Romun 1 toyy  and he hom
Mr Pope H

See 1 Steeles  Fmstolwy Correspondence 1809 vol 1
Dp 208 356* this tran action somewhat differently re} ted N

dalen
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dalen College as a Demy, a term by winch that so-
ciety denomnates those which aic elsewhere called
Scholars, young men, who paitake of the foundei’s
benefaction, and succced m thewr order to vacant
fellowships *

Here he continued to cultivate poetiy and criti-
cism, and giew fiist emment by his Latin composi-
tions, which a1e indeed mtitled to particular praise.
He has not confined himsclf to the 1mitation of any
ancient author, but has formed lis style from the
general language, such as a diligent perusal of the
productions of diffeient ages happened to supply
. His Latin compositions seem to have had much of
Tis fondness, for he collected a second volume of the
Huse Anglcance, perhaps for a convenient recep-
tacle, m wineh all lus Latin pieces aie mseited, and
where lus Poem on the Peace has the fiist place.
He afterwairds presented the collection to Botleau,
who, from that tume, ° conceived,” says Tickell,
“an opmon of the Englsh genius for poetiy.”
Nothing 1s better known of Boilecau, than that he
had an mjudicious and peevish contempt of modein
Latin, and theiefore lus profession of 1egaid was
probably the effect of lus civility 1ather than appro-
bation

"Thiee of his Latin poemsaieupon subjectsonw lnch
perhaps he would not have ventuied to have wiitten
in lus own language  The Battle of the Pigmies
and Cranes, The Barometer ; and 4 Bowlng-
green When the matter 1s low o1 scanty, a dead
language, m which nothing 1s mean because nothing

* He took the degrec of M A, Teb 14, 1693 N
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1s Tamiliar, affords great comventences and, by the
onorous magmbhicenec of Roman sylhbles thewrter
concenls punury of thou ht, nd want of novdty,
often from the rcader, and often from himeddf

Inlistwenty  ccondyear he first shewed his power
of I ngl<h poctry Iy some verses nddre ed to Dry -
den  and <con aftcrwards published 1 truchation of
the greater part of the ourth Georgrel upon Bees
after which, vws Dndin, “my Iatter swarm s
“ hardly worth the hian, ™

About the samc ime he compo ed the arguments
prefived to the saieml books of Dndin Virgil
and produced 1n Lesw on the Geormks, juvamle,
supcefiend, ind vnmstructive without much ather
of the cholars Jewrming, or the entiel s penctrition

Iis next paper of ver ce contatned 4 charwcter of
the prmapal T I poct , i ertbed to Heanry S1-
cheverddl, who was than af not a poct, 2 writer of
verses® 1s1s hewn by lusversion of a small part of

* Alctter whah I found amon,, Dr John ons papers datc
m Jinuary 1768 from a Ludy 1n Wilt lun contuns 2 dh coun
of omesmportance i htomyy b tory s ahat By the ks
I S prefised to the poem we are not to wnder tand the famots
Dr Henry Sacheverell swhose tnal s the mo t remark bl ine
dent i s Lfe  The anfurmation thus commumeatad i« that
the surves 1 question were not an addre s to the funous Dr Sz
choverd! but to a very ingunsons gentlemin of the same pame
who died young sufpo ed to be n Mudsann for that lie wrote
the history of the I'le of Man—Fhat the per on ) ft his pipers
to Mr Adds on and had fonned a phin of a trgudy upon the
death of Socrates — Fhe hidy rays she had ths infornation from
a Mr Stephens who s 4 f How of Merton College s contem
porary and mtinuate with Mr Addison v Oxford who dyed
near o0 years ago o prebenduy of Wineliestar H

Vargils
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Virgil's Geoigicke, pubhched 1 the Miscellanies -
and a Latin encommum on Qneen Mary, i the s
Anglicance  These verscs exnbit all the fondness of
friendship, but, on one «ule o the other, f1endsinp
was aiterwards too weak o1 the mahgmty of faction.

In this poem 1s a very confident and diseriminate
chaiacter of Spenser, vvhose work he had then never
yead*  So hittle sometuncs 1s ertticism the effect of
judgment It is necessary to inform the reader, that
about this tune he was mtioduced by Congreve to
Montague, then Chancellor of the Yxchequer. Ad-
dison was then leaning the trade of a cowtier, and
subjomned Montague as a poetical name to those of
Cowley and of Dryden

By the mfluence of M1 DMontague, concurring,
according to Tickell, with his natuial modesty, he
was diverted fiom his original design of entering mto
holy orders Montague alledged the coriuption of
men who engaged m civil employments without li-
beial education, and declaied, that, though he was
represented as an enemy to the Chuich, he would
never do 1t any mjuy but by withholding Addison
from 1t

Soon after (in 1695) he w.ote a poem to king
William, with a thyming intioduction, addiessed to
lord Somers  King Wilham had no 1egard to ele-
gance or hiterature , his study was only war , yet by
a choice of mmisters whose disposttion was very dif-
ferent from his ownn, he procured, without mtention,
a vey hiberal pationage to poetry. Addison was
caressed both by Somers and Montague.

-

' ¥ Spence

In
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In 1697 appeared his Latin verses on the Perce
of Ryswich, which he dedicated to Viontague, and
which was aftersards entled, by Smith, «the best
“ Latin poem since the Bnerd  Praise must not
be too rigorously exammcd but the performance
cannot be dented to be vigorous and elegant

Having yet no publich cmploy ment, he obtamed
(in 1699) a pension of three hundred pounds a year,
that he might be enabled to travel  He staid a year
at Blois*, piobably to lewn the 11ench language,
and then proceeded m lns journey to Italy, which he
survey ed with the eyes of a poet

While he was travelling at leisure, he was far
from bemny wdle for lie not only collected his ob-
servations on the country, but found tune to wite
Ins Dialogues on Medals, and four Acts of Cato
Such at least 15 the relation of Tickell  Perhaps he
only collected lus materials, nd formed lus plan

W latever were lus other employments tn Italy, he
there wiote the letter to lord Hahfas , which 1s justly
considered 1s the most elegant, 1f not the most sub-
lime, of Ins poetical productions But in bout two
years he found 1t necessary to hasten home  being,
2 Swift nfoims us, distressed by indigence, and
compelled to become the tutor of a travelling Squire,
because his penston was not remitted

At his retutn he published Ius Travels, with a
dedication to Jord Somers  As huis stay m foreign
countries was «hort, his observations are such as
might be supphed by a hasty view, and consist
chiefly 18 comparisons of the present face of the

- * Spence
country
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comntry with the desenptions left ns by the Roman
poets, from whom bic miade preperatory colle o,
though he nnght have sparcd the tiouble, had he
Lnown that such collections had been made twiee be-
{fore by Itallan authors

The most amusing passage of his book 16 his ac-
count of the mnute republick of San Martmo  of
many parts 1t 15 not a very stvere consure 1o osay;
that they might have brou witten at home s
elegance of langnage, and vancgation of prose and
veise, however, gans upon the rcader: and the
book, though awlile neglected, became wm tune <o
much the favounte of the pubhek, that belore it
was reprinted 1t rose to five tunes ats price.

When he 1cturned to Encland (1n 1702), with a
meanness of appearance which gave testimony of
the ditheulties to winch he had becn 1cduced, he
found lus old pations out of power, and was thae-
fore, for a time, at tull lesmie for the cultivation of
his mind, and a mmd so cultivated gives reason to
belicve that little tune was lost.

But he 1emamed not long neglected o1 uccless,
The victory at Blenhemm (1704) spread triumph and
confidence over the nation, and loid Godolphm, la-
menting to loid Iahfay, that it lad not been cele-
brated in a manne: cqual to the subjeet, desned him
to propose 1t to some belter poet. Ilalifax told
him, that there was no encowragement for genius ;
that woithless men were unprofitably emiched with
publick money, without any caie to find or em-
ploy those whose appeaiance might do honour to
then countiy To this Godolphin 1cphed, that such
abuses should 1n time be 1ectified, and that, if a

man
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man could be found capable of the tash then pro-
posed, he should not want an tmple recompense
Halifax then named Addisdn, but required that the
Treasurer should apply to hun m his own person
Godolphn sent the message by Mr Boyle, afternards
lord Carleton, and Addison, having undertaken the
work, communicated 1t to the Treisurer, while 1t
was yet advanced no farther than the simile of the
Angel, and was immediately rewarded by succeeding
Mr Locke in the place of Commussioner of Appeals

In the follonng year he was at Hanover with lord
Hahfax and the year after he was made under se-
cretary of state, first to Sir Charles Hedges, and
a few months more to the erl of Sunderland

About this time the prevalent taste for Italan
eperas_mclined him to try what would be the effect
of a musical Drama 1n our own linguage He there-
fore wrote the opera of Rosamond, whicli, when ex-
lubited on the stage, was either hussed or neglected
but, trusting that the readers would do hun more
Jjustice, he published 1it, with an mscription to the
dutchess of Marlborough a woman without slill,
or pretenstons to shill m poetry or hterature  His
dedication was therefore 1n mstance of servile absur-
dity, to be exceeded only by Joshua Barness ded:
cation of a Greek Anacreon to the Duke

His reputation had been somewhat advanced by
The Tender Husband, 1 comedy which Steele dedi-
cated to him, with a confession that he oned to him
several of the most successful cenes To this play
Addison supplied 1 prologue

‘When the Marquis of Wharton was apponted
lord lieutenant of Ireland, Addison attended him as
his secretary  and wns made heeper of the records i

Vor X G Birming-
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Birmingham's Towe,, with a salary of three hnndred
poundq a year. The oflice was Iitele e .o fiten no-
winal, and the salary was augmented for his accom-
modation.

Intcrest and faction allew Lrde to the operation of
particular dispocitina= ot praate opinions Two
men of peo oroonal chiaactors more opposite than those
of Whaiton and Addison could not eauly be brought
together. W harton was mmpious. proflizate, and
shameles'%, without xogdrd o1 appearance of regerd,
to 1ight and wiong ¥ : whatcver 15 contrary to this
may be said of Addison ; but as agents of a party
they were connected, and how they adjusted their
other sentimeuts we cannot know.

Addison, however, must not be too hastily con-
demned It is not necessary to refuse benefits from
a bad man, when the acceptance implies no appro-
bation of his crimes, nor has the subordinate officer
any obhgation to examine the opmions or condact,
of those under whom he acts, except that he may
not be made the mstiument of wickedness It s rea-
sonable to suppose that Addison counteracted, asfar as
he was able, the malignant and blasting influence of
the Lieutenant , and that at least by Ins inter ention
some good was done, and some mischief prevented.

When he was 1n oflice, he madea law to himself,
as Swift has 1ecorded, never to remit his regular
fees 1 civihty to lus filends- ¢ for,”

“ may have a hundred fitends ;
“ two guineas,

said he, ol |

and, if my fee be
I shall, by ielmqushimg my nght
¢ lose two hundied guineas, and no fiiend gain more

¢ Dr Johnson appems to have blended the character of the
Marqus with that of his son the Duke. N.

+¢¢ than
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% than two  there 15 thereforeno proportion between
¥ the good 1mparted and the evil suffered

He was 1 Ireland when Steele, without any com-
munication of his design, began the publication of
the Tatler but he was not long concealed by -
serting a remark on Virgl, winch Addison had
gwven him, he di covered himself It 15 indeed not
easy for any man to write upon literature or common
Iife, so as not to male himself known to those with
whom he familarly converses, and who are ac-
quamted with his track of study, Ins favourite to-
pick; s pecuhiar notions, and his habrtual phrases

If Stéele desired to write 1 secret, he was not
lucky a single month detected him  Hus first Tat~
ler was published April 22 (1709) and Addisons
contribution appeared May 26 Ticlell observes,
that the Tatler began and was concluded without
his concurrence  Ihis 1s doubtless hterally true,
but the work did not suffer much by his unconscious-
ness of its commencement, or his absence at 1ts ces-
sation for he continued his assistance to Decem-
ber 23, and the paper stopped on January 2 He did
not distinguish his preces by any signature and I
Lnow not whether s name was not kept secret till
the papers were collected 1nto volumes

To the Tatler, 1 about two months, succeeded
the Spectator a series of essays of the same Lind,
but written with less levity, upon a more regular
plan, and published daily Such an undertal ing
shewed the nriters not to distrust their own copious-
ness of materials or facihty of composition, and their
performance justified therr confidence They found,
however, i thew progress, many suxiharies To

¢ - attempt
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attempt a single paper was no ternfymg labour.
many pieces weie offered, and many were received.
Addison had enough of the scal of party; but
Steele had at that time almost nothing clse  The
Spectator, m one of the first papers, shewerd the po-
hitical tenets of 1ts authors ; but a re~olution was soon
taken, of cowting general appiobation by gencral
{opicks, and subjects on which faction had produced
no civersity of sentiments, such as iteratine, morality,
and famihiai life._ To this practice they adhered with
few deviations The mdow of Stecle once bioke out
in prase of Marlborough ; and when Dr Tleetwood
prefixed to some seimons a preface, overflowing with
whiggish opinions, that 1t nmght be read by the
Queen ¥, 1t was 1eprinted 1 the Spectator.
_+ To teach the mmuter decencies and inferior dutics,
to regulate the practice of daily conver<ation, to cor-
rect those depravities which are rather nidiculous
than ciimmal, and remove those grievances wiich,
if they produce no lasting calanmuities, impess hourly
vexation, was first attempted by Casa in his book of
Manners, and Castighone in Ins Cowar tier, two books
yet celebiated i Italy for purity and elegance, and
which, 1f they are now less read, are neglected only
because they have effected that ieformation which
ther authors mtended, and then piecepts now are
no longer wanted Then usefulness to the age m
winch they weie written is sufliciently attested by

¥ This particular number of the Spectator, 1t 1s smd, was not
published tudl twelve o'cloch, that 1t might come out preciscly at
the hows of her Majesty’s bicakfast, and that no time mght be
left for dehiberating about serving 1t up with that meal, as usual

See the edition of the Tarrer with notes, vol VI No. 271, note
p 452, & N.

the



~ .J»/,\\Lﬁfr'
~ ™ ADDISON 85

the transltions which almost all the nations of
Luope were n haste to obtun

This spectes of mstruction was contmnued, and
perhaps advanced, by the French  among whom La
Bruyeres Manncrs of the Age, though, 1s Boilewu
remarhed, 1t 1s written without connection, certunly
deserves praise, for Iiyeliness-of description and just-
ness of observation
“~Béfore the Tatler and Spectator, 1f the writers for
the theatre are excepted, Lnglwnd had no masters of
common life  No writers had yet undertihen to re-
form either the savageness of neglect, or the 1mpert:
nence of envility  to shew when to speal, or to be
silent how to refuse, or how to comply  We had
many books to teach us our more mmportant duties,
and 1o <ettle opintons m plulosophy or politicks, but
an Arbit=r Llegantiarum,& judgesf propriey, was
yet wanting, who should survey the track of dally
comersation, and free 1t from thorns and prickles,
which teazethe passer, though they do notwound him

Tor tins purpose nothing 15 so proper as the fre-
quent publication of short papers, which we read not
as study but amusement If the subject be shght,
the treatise is short The busy may find time, and
the 1dle may find patience

This mode of comvey ing clterp wd e1sy knowledge
begn among us m the Cival War#, when 1t was

* Newspapers apper to have had an earher date than here as
signed  Clenveland mn his Charcter of 1 London Dwrnal says

The oniginal sinner of this kind was Dutch, Callo belgicus the

Protoplast and the Modern Mercuries but Hans en kelders
Some ntelligence g1sen by Mercurius Callo belgieus 1» mentioned
i Cirews Survey of Cornwall p 126 ouginally published 1
1602 The evelncles of mformation are often mentioned in the
plays of James and Charles the First R

much



‘i\

36 ADDISON.

-

much the interest of erther party to raise and fix the
prejudices of the people. At that time appeared
Mercurius Aulicus, Mercurius Rusticus, and Mer-
curtus Civicus It 1s said, that when any title grew
popular, 1t was stolen by the antagonist, who by thus
stiatagem conveyed his notions to those who would
not have received him had he not worn the appear-
ance of a friend. The tumult of those unhappy days
left scarcely any man leisure to treasure up occasional
compositions, and so much were they neglected,
that a complete collection 1s no where to be found

These Meicuries weie succeeded by L'Estrange’s
Observator; and that by Lesley’s Rehearsal, and
perhaps by others, but litherto nothing had been
conveyed to the people, i this commodious manner,
but controveisy relating to the Church or State, of
which they taught many to talk, whom they could
not teach to judge.

It has been suggested, that the Royal Society was
instituted soon after the Restorauon, to divert the
_attention of the people fiom pubhck discontent.

. “The Tatler and Spectator had the same tendency ;
“ they were published at a time when two parties,

loud, restless, and violent, each with plausible de-
clarations, and each peirhaps without any distinet
termination of 1ts views, weie agitating the nation;
to minds heated with political contest they supplied
cooler and more 1noffensive reflections, and 1t 1s said
by Addison, 1n a subsequent woik, that they had a
perceptible mfluence upon the conversation of that
tume, and taught the frolick and the gay to unite
merriment with decency, an effect which they can
never wholly lose, while they continue to be among

the
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the first books by which both sexes are mitinted m
the elegances of knowledge

The Tatler and Spectator ndJusted like Casn, the
unsettled practice of duly wntercourse by propriety
and politeness, and, lihe La Bruyere, exlubited the

/Characters and l\fannergﬁjheAge_ The personages

mtroduced in these papers weie not!merely 1deil
they were then known, and_conepicuous in various
stations Ot the Tatler this 1s told by Steele m s
last paper and of the Spectator by Budgel in the
preface to Theophrastus, 2 book which Addison has
recommended, and which he was suspected to have
revised, 1f he did not wnte1t  Of these portraits,
which may be supposed to be sometimes embelhshed,
and sometimes aggrasated, the origmals are now
partly known and partly forgotten

But to say that they united the plans of two or
three eminent writers, 1s to gwve them but 2 small
part of their due praise they superidded hterature
and enticism, and <ometines towered far above their
predecessois  and taught, with great justness of ar-
gument and dignity of languige, the most 1mpo: tant
duties and sublime truths

Al these topicks were happily varted with elegant
fictions and refined allegories nd 1llumnated with
&ifferent changes of style and feheities of 1nyeniton

It 15 recorded by Budgell, that of the charcters
feigned or exhibited in the Spectator, the fwourite
of Addison was Sir Roger de Coverley, of whom he
had formed a very delicate and discuiminate 1dea *,

# The errors in this account are expluned at considerable
length n the Preface to the Spectator prefived to the edition 1n
the Britisk Lssaxists  The onginal delineation of Sir Roger
undoubtedly b longs ta Stecle €

which
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which he would not suffer to be violated , and there-
fore, when Stecle had shewn him mnnocently picking
up a gul mn the Temple, and taking her to a tavern,
he drew upon lumself so much of his friend’s indig-
nation, that he was foiced to appease him by a pro-
mise of forbearing Sn Roger for the time to come.

The reason which induced Ceivantes to biing his
hero to the grave, para mi sola nacio Don Quaxote,
y yo para el, made Addison declare, with undue ve-
hemence of expression, that he would kill Si Roger;
being of opinion that they were born fo1 one another,
and that any other hand would do Inm wiong.

It may be doubted whether Addison ever filled
up hus original delmeation. He desciibes his Kmight
as having his 1magination somewhat warped, but of
this peiversion he has made very hittle use  The
irregularities m Sir Roget’s conduct seem not so
much the effects of a mmd deviating fiom the beaten
track of Iife, by the perpetual pressuie of some
overwhelming idea, as of habitual rusticity, and
that negligence which solitary giandemr natwally
generates

The variable weather of the mind, the flying va-
powis of incipient madness, which fiom time to tune
cloud 1eason, without eclipsing 11, 1t requires so much
nicety to exhibit, that Addison seems to have been
deterred from prosecuting his own design

To Sir Roger, who, as a countiy gentleman, ap-
pears to be a Tory, o1, as 1t 1s gently capiessed, an
adherent to the landed interest, 1s opposed Sir An-
drew Fieeport, a new man, a wealthy meichant,
zealous for the moneyed 1nterest, and a Whig. Of
this contrariety of opinions, at 1s piobable mere con-
sequences were at first intended than could be pro-

duced
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duced when the resolution was taken to exclude party
from the paper Sir Andren does but httle, and
that little seems not to have pleased Addison, who,
when he disrmssed him from the club, changed Ius
opwions  Steele hnd made Ium, n the true spinit
of unfeeling commerce, declare that he * would not
% buld an hosmtal for 1dle people  but at last he
buy s land, settlesm the country, and builds not a
manufactory, but an hospital for twelve old husband-
men, for men with whom a merchant has httle ac-
quaintanee, ind whom he commonly considers with
hittle hindness

Of essny s thus elegant, thus mstructive, and thus
commodiously distributcd, 1t 15 natural to suppose
the approbation general, and the sale numerous I
once heard 1t observed, that the sale may be calcu-
lated by the product of the tax, related m the list
number to produce more than twenty pounds 2 weeh,
and therefore stated at one and twenty pounds, or
three pounds ten ~nllings a dvy this, at a half-
penny a paper, will give siteen hundred and eighty *
for the daily number

This sale 15 not great yet thns, 1f Swift be cre
dited, was lchI) to grow less for he declares that
the Spectator, whom he ridicules for his endless
mention of the fuur sex, had before lus recess wearied
Ins readers

The next year (1713), 1 wluch Cato came upon
the stage, was the grind cdimacterich _of Addisons
reputation  Upon the death of Cato, he had, s 1s

* That this caleulation s not exaggerated thatats gven much
below the real number sec the notes on the Latler ed 1786
3ol VI p 452 N

saud,
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said, planned a tragedy 1 the time of his travels,
and had for several years the first fonr or te fipihed,
which weie shewn to such as were Tikelv te spread
their admiration. They were <ecn hv Pope, and by
Cibber, who relates that Steele, when he took back
the copy, told hum, in the despicable caunt of lite-
rary modesty, that, whatever spirit Ins fitend had
shewn m the composition, he doubted whether he
would have courage snfficient to expose it to the cen-
sure of a Britich auchence

The time however was now come, when those,
who affected to think hiberty in danges, affected like-
wise to think that a stage-play mght preserve 1t;
and Addison was importuned, m the name of the
tutelary deties of Britain, to shew Ins courage and
his zeal by fimshing ns design.

To resume his work he scemed perversely and un-
accountably unwilhing; and by a regqunest, winch per-
haps he wished to be dented, desired M1 ITughes to
~add afifth act. Hughes supposed him serious; and,
undertaking the supplement, brought in a few days
some scenes for his examiation , but he had i the
mean time gone to work himself, and pioduced half
an act, which he afterwards completed. but with
brevity imegulaily disproportionate to the foregomg
parts, hke a task perfoimed with reluctance, and
hurred to 1ts conclusion
-~ It may yct be doubted whether Cato was made
- publick by any change of the authoi’s purpose, for
Denmis charged hin with 1aismg prejudices mn Ins
own favowr by false positions of preparatory criti-
cism, and with powsoning the fown by corthradicting
n the Spectator the established 1ule of poetical jus-

tice,
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tice, because Ins own hero, with all lus virtues, was
to fall before a tyrant  The fact 1s certain, the mo-
tines we must guess

Addison was, I bulieve sufficiently dispo ed to bar
all avenues agunst all danger W hen Pope brought
hun the prologue, which 1s properly rccommodated
to the play, there were these words, © Brtons, arise !
 be worth hhke this approvd  meaning nothing
more than, Britons, ercct and exalt yourselves to the
approbation of publicvirtue  Addison was frighted,
lest he should be thought a promoter of mnsurrection,
and the hine was iquudnted to « Britons, attend

Now, “ hewily m clouds came on the day, the
‘¢ great, the important day, when Addison was to
stand the hnzard of the theatre  That there might,
however, be left as httle hazard as was possible, on
the hrst mght Steele, as humscIf relates, undertook
to pack an andience  Tlus, says Pope*, had been
tried for the first tune 1 fwour of the Distrest Mo-
ther and was now, with more eflicacy, practised
for Cato

The danger was <con over The whole nation
was 1t that time on fire with faction  The Wiigs
applauded evay line in which Liberty wasmnentioned,
as a satire on the lories and the Iories echocd
every clap, toshew that the satire was unfult  The
story of Bolugbrole 1s well known e called
Booth to lus bov, and gave lum fifty guineas for de-
fending the cause of Laberty so well agunst a per-
petual dictator  The Whigs, s1ys Pope, design a
second present, when they can rccompany 1t with as
good a sentence

* Spence

The
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The play, suppoited thus by the emulation of fac-
_tious praise, was acted might after mght for a longer
time than, I believe, the publick had allowed to any
drama before ; and the author, as Mrs. Porter long
afterwards 1clated, wandered thiough the whole ex-
hibition behind the scenes with restless and unap-
peasable solicitude.

When 1t was printed, notice was given that the
Queen would be pleased 1f 1t was dedicated to her,
“'but, as he had designed that compliment else-
¢ where, he found imself obliged,” says Tickell,
¢ by his duty on the one hand, and his honour on
¢ the other, to send 1t mto the world without any
¢ dedication ”

Human happiness has always 1ts abatements ; the
brightest sun-shine of success 1s not without a cloud
No sooner was Cato offered 1o the 1eader, than 1t
was attacked by the acute maligmty of Dennis, with
all the violence of angiy enticism.  Dennis, though
equally zealous, and probably by his temper moie
furious than Addison, for what they called hibeity,
and though a flatterer of the Whig ministiy, could
not sit quiet at a successful play, but was eager to
tell friends and enemies, that they had misplaced
their admnations. The woild was too stubboin for
instruction, with the fate of the censmer of Cornetlle’s
Lid, his animadvessions shewed lns anger without
effect, and Cato continued to be praisect

Pope had now an oppoitunity of cowting the
friendship of Addison, by vilifying lus old enemy,
and could give resentment 1ts full play without ap-
pearng toievenge himself  He therefoie published
A Narr atwe of the Madness of John Dennis , a per-

‘ formance
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formance which Jeft the objections to the play m
their full force, and therefore discos ered more desire
of veung the ertict than of defending the poct

Addison, who was no stranger to the world, pro-
bably saw the selfishness of Popes friendship, and,
resolving that he should have the consequences of
lus officiousness to Inmself, mformed Denms by
Stecle, that he was sorry for the msult and that,
wheneser he should think fit to answer Ius remarks,
he would do 1t 1n 1 mnner to which nothing could
be objected

Fhe greatest wetkness.of the play.is1n the scenes
of love, wlhich are sud by Pope # to have been added
to the origmal plwn upon 1 subsequent review, m
comphianee with the populr practice of the stage.
Such an nuthornty 1t 15 hard to reject  yet the love
15 so imtimately mingled with the whole action, that
1t cannot easly be thought extrinsicl and adventi-
tious  for, 1f 1t were taken away, what would be
left? or how were the four acts filled 1n the first
draught ?

At the publication the Wits seemed proud to py
their attendance with encomistich verses  The best
are from an unknown hand, winch will perhaps lose
somewhat of thetr pruse when the author 1s hnown
to be Jeflreys

Cato had yet other honours It wascensured as
party-ply by 1 Scholar of Oxford , and defended in
a favourdble exammation by Dr Sewell It was
translated by Salvim nto Itahan, and acted at Flo-
rence and by the Jesuits of St Omers nto Latn,

* Spence
and
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and played by therr pupils.  OF this version a copy
was sent to Mr Addison: 1t 15 to be wished that 1t
could be found, for the sake of comparing their ver-
sion of the sohloguy with that of Bland

A tragedy was written on the same suhject by Des
Champs, a I'rench poet, which was translated with
a criticism on the Engh<h play.  But the translator
and the critick are now forgotten.

Penmis Iined on unanswered, and therefore hittle
read Addison knew the policy of hterature too
well to make lus encmy 1mportant by drawing the
attention of the publick upon a criticiem, wlich,
though sometunes mtempeiate, was often nrefra-
gable.

WhileCato was upon the stage,another daily paper,
called The Guar dian, was pubhshed by Stecle. To
this Addison gave great assistance, whether occasion-
ally or by pievious engagement 1s not known,

The character of Guardian was too narrow and
too serious - 1t might properly enough admit both
the duties and the decencies of hife, but seemed not
to mclude htarary speculations, and was in some de-
gree ‘iolated by meiinnent and burlesque. What
had the Guardian of the Lizards to do with clubs of
tall or of little men, with nests of ants, or with
Strada’s prolusions *

Of this paper nothing 1< necessary to be said, but
that 1t found many contiibutois, and that 1t was a
continuation of the Spectator, with the same cle-
gance, and thesame vaiiety, till some unlucky spaikle
from a Tory paper set Steele’s pohticks on fire, and
Wit at once blazed into faction He was soon too

hot
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hot for neutral topichs, and quitted The Guardar
to wnite £ he Inglishman

The papers of Addicon are marked in the Specta-
to~ by one of the letturs i the name of Clio, and n
the Guardian by a kand whether 1t was, as Tichell
pretends to thimn', that he was unwilling to usurp
the pruse of others, or, as Steele, with fr greater
likehhood msmuates, that he could not without dis-
content mpert to others any of s own I hme
he rd that hus avidity did not <atisfy itself with the
air of renown, but that with great eagerness he lad
hold on lus proportion of the profits

Many of these pipers were written with powers
truly comic, with mice discrimination of chareters,
and nccuratc obseryvation of natural or acerdental de-
viation from propricty  butit was not supposed that
he had tried a comedy on the stage, till Stecle after
his death declared lnm the author of The Dy ummer
This how ever Steele did not know to be true by 1y
direct testunony for, when Addison put the ply
mnto lus hands, he only told hum, it was the work
of a “ Gentleman m the Company  and when 1t
was recerved, s ts confessed, with cold disappro-
batton, he nas probably less willing to claim 1t
Thekell omitted 1t m Ins collection  but the testi-
mony of Steele, and the total silence of any other
clamant, has determined the publicl to assin 1t to
Addison, and 1t 1s now printed with hus other poetry
Steele carrted Zhe Drummer to the play house, and
afternards to the press, and sold the copy for fifty
guineas

To the opinion of Steele may be added the proof
supphied by the pluy itselt, of which the characters

are
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are such as Addison would have delineated, and the
tendency such as Addison would have piomoted.
That 1t should have been ill-eceived would raise
wonder, did we not daly see the capricious distri-
bution of theatrical praise.

" He'was not all this ime an indifferent spectator
of publick affans e wrote, as different exigencies
1equired (1 1707), The present Stale of the War,
and the Necessity of an Augmentation, which, how-
ever judicious, beng wiiten on temporary topicks,
and exhibiting no peculiar powers, laid hold on no
attention, and has natwally sunk by its own weight
mto neglect. Tlus cannot be said of the few papers
entitled The Whig Evanuner , m which 1s employed
all the force of gay malevolence and humourous satire.
Of this paper, which' just appeared and expired,
Swift 1emarks, with exultation, that “ it 1s now
“ down among the dead mén*.” He might well
1ejoice at the death of that which he could not have
killed. Eveiy 1eader of eveiy party, since petsonal
malice 1s past, and the papers which once mflamed
the nation are rcad only as effusions of wit, must
wish for moie of the /7 lug Examiners, for on no
occasion was the genius of Addison more vigorously
exerted, and on none did the supeiionty of lhis
powers moie evidently appear. s Tral of Count
Turiff, wutten to expose the Tieaty of Commerce
with Fiance, lived no longer than the question that
produced 1t.

= Fiom a Tory song n vogue at the time, the bmthen wheie-
of 1s,
Aud he, that will this health deny,
Down among the dead men let im e H

Not
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Not long afterwards, an attempt was made to re-
vive the Spectator, at a time indeed by no means
favourable to literature, when the succession of a
new family to the throne filled the nation with
anxiety, discord, and confusion and erther the
turbulence of the times, or the satiety of the readers,
put a stop to the publication, after an expetiment of
eightv numbers, which wae afterwards collected
mto an eighth volume, perhaps more valuable than
any of those that went beforc 1t Addison produced
mote than a fourth pwrt  and the other contuibutors
are by no means unworthy of appearing as his 1sso-
cates  The time that had passed durmg the sus-
penston of the Spectator, though 1t had not ]e“ened
Iis power of humour, scems to have incrensed his
disposition to seriousness the proportion of his re-
ligious to his come papers 15 gieater than m the
former series

The Spectator, from 1ts 1e-commencement, was
published only three times a week and no disen-
mnative marks werc dded to the papers To Addt-
son Tichell has ascisbed twenty-three *

The Spectator had many contributors and Steele,
whose neghgence I ept him always m 1 hurry, when
1t was Ius turn to furnish a paper, called loudly for
the Letters, of which Addison, whose materials were
more, made little use lrwing recourse to shetches
and'hints, the product of lus former studies, which
he now reviewed and completed among these are
named by Tickell the Iissays on Wit, those on the

* Numb 556 557 558 559 561 562 565 567 568 5G9
571 574 575 579 580 582 583, 564 58, 590 592 598
600

VoL X H Pleasures



98 ADDISON.

Pleaswres of the Imagination, and the Criticiem on
Mlton.

When the House of ITanover took posseesion of
the thione, 1t was 1casonable to expeet that the zeal
of Addison would be suttably rewarded. Betore the
arrival of King Geoirge, hie was marde <cactary to
the Regency, and was requurcd by Ins othee to <end
notice to Hanover that the Quneen was dead, and that
the thione was vacant,  "T'o do this would not have
been difficult to any man but Addison, who was <o
overnhelmed with the grcatness of the avent, and
so distracted by chotee of expression, that the Lords,
who could not wait {or the mcetics of cnticism,
called Mi. Southwell, a cletk m the house, and
ordered him to dicpatch the meseage.  Southwell
1eadily told what was necessary i the common <ty le
of business, and valued himself upon having done
what was oo hard for Addicon

Ie was better quahified for The Iy echolder, a pa-
per which he pubhished twice a week, from Dec 23,
1715, to the middle of the next year.  This was
undertaken 1n defence of the estabhished government,
sometimes with aigument, and sometimes with mu th,
In argument he had many equals, but hus humour
was singular and matchless  Bigotiy itself must be
dehighted with the Tory Fox-hunter.

There a1e however some stiokes less elegant, and
less decent; such as the Pretender’s Jomnal, m
which one topick of 1idicule 1s Ins poverty. Thus

mode of abuse had been employed by Milton against
king Charles II.

¢ - - Jacobzt

« Centum, exulantis visceia masupu 1egis

And
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And Oldminon delights to tell of some alderman of
London, that he had more money than the cuiled
princes  but that which might be expected from
Miltons swvageness, or Oldmivons meanness, was
not suitable to the delicacy of Addicon

Steele thought the humour of The Freeholder too
mce and gentle for such notsy times and 15 reported
to have sud, that the mimistry made use of a lute,
when they should hwe called for 1 trumpet

Thisyear (1716*) he married the countess dowager
of Warnich, whom he had sohetted by 1 very long
and anxtous courtship, perhaps with behaviour not
very unhhe that of Sir Roger to Ius disdainful wi-
dow and who, I am afraid, dnverted herself often
by playing with Ins passion  Ile 1s sard to hwve
first known her by becoming tutor to her son }-
« He formed, sud Tonson, « the design of getting
< that lady from the time when he w1s first recom-
“ mended 1mto the fimly ” In what part of lus hfe
he obtaned the recommendation, or how long and
n what manner he Ived 1n the family, I'1 now not
s advances at first were certunly timorous, but
giesw bolder as lus reputation and mfluence mereased
tll at last the lady was persuaded to marry him, on
terms much lihe those on which a Turlush princess
15 espoused, to whom the Sultan 1s reported to pro-
nounce, “ Daughter, I give thee this man for thy
“slave  The marriage, 1f uncontradicted report
can be credited made no addition to his happiness
1t nerther found them nor made them equal  She
alway s remembered her own ranh, and thought her-

* August 2 + Spence
H2 <elf
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celf entitled to treat with very hittle erremony the
tutor of her «on Rowds bl of The Desprogangs
Shepherd s saud 1o lave heenwritten, o ithe s b foge
o1 after maritage. upon this memorable pur: and
1t s certain that Adds on b Bt b hind o no on-
couragement for smbition low

The vear aftcr (157173 he 1ov 1o his haghost ole-
vation, bemg made ccorctary of ctote Tor this eme
ployment he mght yuads bosupp el epiobifiecd by
long practice of busicss, and by fus regnbre accent
throngh otheor officcs, but oxp ctotinn s often dis-
appomted, 1t v unnorally confosv i that he e
uncqual to the duties of his plove In the Honee
of Commions he could not spod L and therckore was
useless to the dedore of the governments Tn the
office, <y~ Pope | I conld not wwe an order
without losmg his time m quest of fine expresatons
What he gamed m rank he lost i eredit; ond,
finding by cxpuitence hus ovwn mabnhinygy was forced
to solicat Ins disiisaion with 4 poasion of fifteen
hundied pounds vycar. s hiends pathated ths
rehinquishment, of which both fniends and encines
knew the true 1cason, with an account of deelmmg
health, and the necessity of 1ecess and quiet.

He now 1ctuined to Ius voration, and began to
plan Iiteta1y occupations for his futme hfe e
pw posed a tragedy on the death of Socrates, a story
of winch, as Tickell remaiks, the basis 1 nanow,
and to which I know not how love could have been
appended  Theie would however have been no

want erther of viitue mn the sentiments, o elegance
in the language.

¢ Spence

Iie
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He engaged 1n a nobler worh, a defence of the
Christian Religion, of which part was published after
his death and he designed to have made 2 new
poetical version of the Psalms

These prous compositions Pope 1mputed * to a
selfish motive, upon the credit, as he owns, of Ton-
son who having quarreled with Addison, and not
loving him, said, that when he laid down the secre-
tary s office, lte mtended to tahe orders, and obtun
a hishoprich  « for, sard he, “I always thought
“ him 7 priest m his heart

That Pope should have thought this conjecture of
Tonson worth remembrance, 1s 1 proof, but ndeed,
so far as I have found, the only proof, that he re-
tuned some malgmty from their anctent rvalry
Tonson pretended but to guess it no other mortal
ever suspected 1t and Pope might hwe reflected,
that a man who had been secretary of state in the
mmstty of Sunderland, knew 1 nearet way to %
bishoprick than by defending Religion, o1 tinshiting
the Pralms

It 15 related, that he had once 1 design to mal ean
English Dictionary, and that he considered Di Til-
lotson s the writer of highest authonty There
was formerly sent to me by Mr Locker, clerk of the
Leathersellers Company, who wns emment for eu-
rosity and literature, 1 collection of exumples se-
lected from Tillotson s worhs, s Locher said, by
Addison It came too Inte to be of use, so I m-
spected 1t but shightly, and 1emember 1t indistinetly
I thought the passages too short

t

* Spence
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Addison, however, did not conclude his hfe m
peaceful studies, but 1elapsed, when he was near his
end, to a pohtical dispute

It so happened that (1718-19) a contioversy was
agitated with great vehemence between those fuiends
of long contimuance, Addison and Steele. It may
be asked, 1n the language of Home, what power or
what cause should set them at vaniance The sub-
ject of then dispute was of gieat impoitance  The
eail of Sundeiland proposed an act called The Peer-
_age Bull, by wlich the number of Peers should be
ﬁxed, and the king restrained from.any new cieation
of nobility, unless when an old family should be
extinct To this the Loids would naturally agiee;
and the king, who was yet hittle acquainted with his
own pieirogative, and, as 1s now well-known, almost
mdifferent to the possessions of the ciown, had been
peisuaded to consent The only difficulty was found
among the Commons, who were not hikely to ap-
piove the peipetual exclusion of themselves and
then postenity The hill theiefore was eagerly op-
posed, and among otheis by Sn Robert Walpole,
whose speech was published

The Loids might think then dignity dimmished
by 1mpioper advancements, and paiticulaily by the
mtioduction of twelve new peets at once, to ot oduce
a majorty of Toiies m the last 1eign, an act of au-
thopity violent enough, yet ceitainly legal, and by
no means to be compaied with that contempt of
national night with which, some time afterwards, by
the mstigation of Winggism, the Commons, chosen
by the people for thiee yeais, chose themselves for
seven  But whateves might be the disposition of

the
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the Lords, the people had no wich to ncrease ther
pover The tendency of the bill, as Steele ob-
served 1n a letter to the earl of Ovford was to -
troduce an aristocracy  for 1 myjority m the House
of Lords, so limited, would have been despotich and
rresistible

To prevent this subversion of the ancient esta-
blishment, Steele whose pen readily seconded lis
pohtical prssions, endeavoured to alarm the nation
by a pamphlet called 7/e¢ Plebetan To this an an-
swer was published by Addison, under the title of
The Old B Iug, m winch 1t 1s not discovered that
Steele was then known to be the advocate for the
Commons  Steele 1ephied by a second Plebewan
and, whether by 1ignorance or by courtesy, confined
lumself to his question, without any per<onal notice
of lus opponent  Nothing Iutherto was commutted
aganst the laws of fiiendship, or proprieties of de-
cency but controvertists cannot long retamn their
Landnes. for each other  The Old 17 huig answered
The Plebeian and could not forbear some contempt-
of “hittle Dicly, whose trade it was to wnte pam-
«phlets  Dicky, however, did not lose lus settled
veneration for Ius friend but contented himself with
quoting some hines of Cato, which were at once de-
tectton and reproof  The bill was Iaid aside during
that session  and Addi on died before the next 1n
which 1ts commitment was rejected by two hun-
dred and sicty five to one hundred and seventy-
seven

Lvery reader surely must regret that these two
1llustrious fizends, after so many years pist in confi-
dence and endearment, mn umty of nterest, confor-

mity
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mity of opmion, and fellowship of study, should
finally pait.m aciimonious opposition Such a con-
‘tioversy was  Bellum plusquam caele,” as Lucan
expiesses it Why could not faction find other ad-
vocates? but among the uncertainties of the human
state, we are doomed to number the mstability of
friendship

Of this dispute I have hittle knowledge but from
the Buographw.Britanmca. The Old I¥ing 1s not
mserted 1n Addison’s works, nor 1s 1t mentioned by
Tickell m his Lafe, why 1t was omitted, the bio-
giapheis doubtless give the tiue 1eason, the fact
was too rccent, and those who had been heated
the contention were not yet cool.

The necessity of complymg with times, and of
spaling persons, 1s the gieat impeciment of bio-
graphy. History may be foimed fiom permanent
monuments and records, but Lives can only be
wiitten from personal knowledge, which 1s growing
evely day less, and n a short time1s lost for ever.
What 1s known can seldom be immechately told, and
when 1t might be told, 1t 1s no longer known The
delicate featurcs of the mind, the nice disciiminations
of chaacter, and the mmute pecuharities of conduct,
aie soon obliterated, and 1t 1s sutely better that
capiice, obstinacy, holick, and folly, however they
might delight m the desci.ption, should be silently
foigotten, than that, by wanton meriiment and
‘unseasonable detection, a pang should be given to a
widow, a daughter, a biother, or a friend. As
the process of these nairatives 1s now bringing me
among my contemporaiies, I begin to feel myself
“ walking upon_.ashes under which the fire 1s not

“ extinguished,”

~
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“ extinguished, 2nd coming to the time of which
1t will be proper rither to s1y “ nothmg that 1s false,
#¢ than 1l that 1s true

The end of this useful life was now approaching
—Adds on hed for some time been oppressed by
shortness of brenth, winch was now aggravated by a
dropsy and, finding his danger pressing, he pre-
pared to die conformably to his own precepts and
professions

During this hngering decay, he sent, as Pope re-
lates *, 2 message by the earl of Warwick to Mr
Gay, desiring to see im  Gay, who had not visited
him for some time before, obeyed the summons, and
found himself recerved with great hindness The
purpose for which the interview had been solicited
was then discovered Addison told him, that he
hnd mjured him  but that, if he recovered, he would
1ecompense Jum  What the injury was he did not
exvplam nor did Gav ever hnow, but supposed that
some preferment designed for him had, by Addisons
mterventton, been withheld

Lord Warwick w1s 1 young man of very irregu
lar hife, and perhaps of loose opimons  Addison,
for whom he did not want 1espect, had very dili-
gently endeavoured to reclum lnm but Ins argu-
ments and expostulations had no effect  One expe-
niment however, remuned to be tred when he
found his life newr 1ts end, he duected the young
Jord to be called and when he desned, with great
tenderness, to heir his last imunctions, told him,
“1 have sent for you, that you may see how a
“ Christian can die ' What effect this awul scene

* Spence
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had on the eml, T knpw not he likewise died him-
self 1n a shoit time. ’
In Tickell’s excellent Elegy on lus fizend aye these
lines.
He tanght us how to Iive, and, oh! too high
The price of knowledge, taught us how to die

mn which he alludes, as he told Di. Young, to this
moving nteiview.

Having given diréctions to Mr Tickell for the
publication of lus works, and dedicated them on lus
death-bed to his friend Mr Craggs, he died June 17,
1719, at Holland-house, leaving no child but a
daughter *. .

Of his vitue 1t 1s a sufficient testimony, that the
1esentment of pairty has tiansmitted no charge of
any crime. He was not one of those who are praised
only after death, for his ment was so geneially
acknowledged, that Swift, having observed that his
election passed without a contest, adds, that, if he
proposed himself fo1 king, he would haidly have
been 1efused -

His zeal for Ius party did not extinguish his kmd—
ness fo. the meiit of his opponents when he'was
secietary m heland, he 1refused to mtexmit his ac-
quaintance with Swift

Of Ius habits, or exteinal manners, nothmO‘ 1S SO
often mentioned as that timoious or sullen tacituinity,
which s fitends called modesty by too mld a name.
Steele mentions with gieat tendeiness “ that remaik-
“ able bashfulness, which 1s a cloak that hides and
“ muffles menit,” and tells us, that his abilities

7 Who died at Bilton, 1n Waiwickshn e, at a very advanced
age, 1 1797 See Gent Mag vol LXVII p 256 385 N
“weae
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« were covered only by modesty, winch doubles the
<« hewties wineh are scen, and gnes credit nd
“ esteem to ll that are concealed ™ Chsterfield
afhirms, that « Addison was the most timorous nd
# ankward man _t_h:Lth\L ever s And Addison,
speihmg of s own dedicenes m conversation, used
to say of lumsdlf, that, with rc pect to ntellectual
wealth, “he could drw bill for a thousand pounds,
« though he had not 1 gumcvin Ins pochet

That he wanted current com for rewly piyment,
and by that want wasoftenob tructedand distre ¢
that he was often oppressed by an tnproper and un-
graceful tumdity  Gvery testumony conceurs to prove
but Chesterficld s represent ition 15 doubtless iy por-
bolieal That man cannot be suppo ed very nnespert
m the arts of comvcrsation ind practice of b, who,
without fortune or allimet, by Ins uscfulness and
de\terlty, beeame secretiry of stite  and who dicd
4t forty <even, after having not only stood Jong m
the Inghest rank of wit nd Iiterature, but hllul one
of the most mportant ofhices of state

The time mn which he lived lind reason to Iment
lus obstinacy of silenee “for he was savs Stecle,
“above il men m that tilent called humour, nd
“ emjoved 1t in such perfection, tnt 1 have often re-
% flceted, after 1 n1 lit spent with lnm apart from
 all the world thit I hid hind the plasure of con-
“yersing with an mtimate equantnee of Tercuce
« and Catullus, who had all therr wit and nature,
« hesghtcned with humour more exquisite and de-
< lightful than any other min everpos e sed  Hus
1 the fondness of 1 friend  let us heu what 1s told
us by a vl ¢ \ddisons comversition ¥, stys

* Bpence

Pope,



108 ADDISON.

Pope, “ had something m 1t more charmmng than I
¢ have found 1n any other man  But this was only
¢« when famihar. befoie stiangeis, or, perhaps, a
“ single strange1, he preseived Jns digmity by a stiff
¢« silence ”

This modesty was by no means mconsistent with
a very lugh opimion of his own menit He demanded
to be the first name 1 modern wit, and, with Steele
to echo him, used to depieciate Dryden, whom Pope
and Congieve defended agamst them *. There 1s
no reason to doubt that he suffered too much pain
from the pievalence of \Pope's poetical 1eputation ;
nor 1s 1t without stiong 1eason suspected, that by
some disingenuous acts he endeavoued to obstiuct
it; Pope was not the only man whom he sidiously
injured, though the only man of whom he could be
afiaid.

His own powers were such as might have satisfied
Ihim with conscious excellence Of very extensive
leaiming he has indeed given no proofs. e seems
to have had small acquamtance with the sciences,
and to have 1ead little except Latin and French, but
of the Latin poets his Dwalogues on Hedals shew
that he had perused the.works with gieat diligence
and skill. The abundance of his own mind left him
httle 1r need of adventitious sentiments, his wit
always could suggest what the occasion demanded.
He had 1ead with ciitical eyes the impor tant volume
of human Iife, and knew the heait of man from the
depthsof sty atagem to the sul face of affectation

What he knew he could easﬂy communicate.
¢« This,” says Steele, ¢ was particular 1n this writer,

* Tonson and Spence
“ tha
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« ¢ that, when he had taken his resolution, or made

% lus plan for what he dqugned to write, he would
« walk about 1 room, and dictate 1t mto languige
« with 15 much freedom and case as ny onc could
“ywrte 1t down, and attend to the cohercnce and
 grammar of what he dictated »

Pope*, who cm be less suspected of fawvourmg
his memory, declres that lie wrote very fluently,
but was slow wnd scrupulous m corrécting, that
many of his Spectators were written very fust, and
sent immedintely to the pres  and that it scemed
to be for lus ndiantage not to h1ve time for much
revisal

“He would alter, <1ys Pope, “any tling to
“ please lus friends, before publication but would
“ not retouch Ins preces afterwards and T believe
“ not one word 1n Cato, to winch I made an objec-
“ tion, was suffercd to stand

The last line of Cato 13 Popes, having been ort-
gmally wntten

And ohi! 'twas thus that ended Cato s hife

Pope might have made more objections to the six
concluding hines  In the first couplet the words
“ from hence are improper, and the second lme 1s
taken from Drydens Virpil  Of the next couplet,
the first verse, being meluded n the second, 1s there-
fore useless and m the third Discord 1s made to
produce Strife

Of the course of Addicons familiar day %, before
hus marriage, Pope has gnven adctail  He had 1n

* Spence

the
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strmgers, and was not meited to uncommon freedom
by 2 chareter Wl e that of Mandaulle

I rom vy munute knowledge of Ius fumliar man
nurs, the intervention_of =l\t_y _yews hns now de-
barred us  Steele once promised Congreve and the
publick 1 complete deseription of his charcter  but
the promuses ot authors are Ithe the vous of lovers
Steele thought no morc on lus design, or thought on
1t with anvety that at It disgusted lnm, and left
Ins friend m the hands of Iichell

One shight Iincament of lus chiamceter Swaft has
pre ened Tt was Ins practiec, when he found any
man mviebly wrong, to flatter his opintons by ac-
quiescence, and <k Inm yct deeper o absurdsty
This artifice of misclnef was admired by Stellr, and
Swift seems to approve her admirition

His works will supply some nformation It ap
pears, from Ius varous pictures of the world, thnt,
with all Ins bashfulness, he had comversed with many
distinet classes of men, had surveyed thar ways with
1ery diligent observation, and marked with great
acuteness the effects of different modes of hfc e
w1s a man m whose presence nothing reprchensible
was out of dainger  quick in discerning whatcver was
wrong or ridiculous, and not unwilling to expose 1t
<« There are, says Stecle, % 1n Jus writings many
¢ oblique strohes upon some of the wittiest men of
“theage  IDis delight wns more to eveste morri-
ment than detestation and he detects follies rather
than cnimes

If any judgment be made, from s books, of his
morl character, notlung will be found but punty
and excellence  Knowledge of mankind, indeed,

\ less
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less extensine than that of Addicon, will <hew, that
to write, and to live, are vary different  Many who
praise virtue, do no nore than prare 1t Yt its
1easonable to believe that Addison’s profescions and
practice were at no wreat varnce, smee anudst that
storm of faction m whichnost of his hife was passed,
thongh his station made hun consprenone, and Ins
activity made hum lormdable, the chareeter given
Jum by his fiiends was novar conteadicted by s
cnemies  of thoswe, with whom nteiesl or opiion
united Inm, he had not only the eteem, but the
kindness, and of othars, whom the violenee of op-
position diove agamst Jiumy, thongh he nnght lose the
love, he retained the seyerence
It 15 Justly obermed by Tiekell, that he employed
wil on the side of vistue and vehigion  Iie not only
made the proper uee of wit hnnscly but tanght at to
others; and from his time 1t has been generally <ub-
servient to the canse of 1cason and of truth. 1le
has dissipated the prgudice that had long connected
gaiety with vice, and easiness of manners with lasaty
of punaples  Ile has 1estored yvutue to ats digmity,
and taught 1mnocence not to be ashamed. Tlus1s
-an elevation of literary chavacter, “ above all Gicek,
¢ above all Roman fame,” No greater fchaty can
genius attain, than that of having punfied intellectual
pleasure, separated mirth fiomn mdecency, and wit
fiom licentiousness; of having taught a succession
of wuters to bung elegance and gaety to the aid of
gooduess, and, if I may use expiessions yet more
awful, of having ¢ tuined many to righteousness.”
* Addison, mn lus hfe, and for some time after-

waids, was considered by a gieater part, of readers
- as
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a3 supremely excelling both 1 poetry and eritieism
Part of lus reputation may be probably a<cribed to
the adiancement of Ins fortune when, as Smift ob-
<enves, he became a statesman and stw poets wting
at his levee, 1t was no wonder that prasc was aceu-
mulated upon nm Much likewise may bt more
honouirbly ascribed to his personal character he
who, 1f he had clumed it, mught bave obtuned the
dradem, was not Il ely to be denied the laurel

But time quichly puts an end to arbifieinl and ac-
cidental fame  and Addison 1s to pass through fu~
tunty protected only by Ins gemus  Liery name
which hindness or interest once rused too high 15 m
danger, lest the neat age should by the vengence
of eriticism, sk 1t 1 the sune proportion A great

writer has lately <tyled lum “ an indiflerent poct, >

¢ and a worse critich
{ Hispoetiyys firstito be considered of wluelrt ™
must be confessed that it has not often those felicities

of diction which grye lustre | to | scntimcnts or that "

wgou:fgf_ sentiment that ar ammates dlcllon therc 1s
hittle of ardour, vchemence or transport, there 1s
very rarely the awfulness of grandeur, and not very
often the splendour of elegance e thinks justly
but he thinks funtly  Tlis1s lus general charreter
to which, doubtless, many single passages will fur-
mish exception % )

Yet, 1f he seldonitéachés supreme excellence, he *
rarely sinks into du\lane and 1s still more rarely en-
tangled miabsurdity  Ile did not trust lus powers
enough to be, negligent | There 15 1 most of flus
compositions a calmness and equabihity, deliberate

d¥orL X I ‘ . , t and
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and éautious, sometimes with hittle that delights, but
+ seldom with any thing that offends.

Of this kind seem to be his poems to Dryden, to
Somers, and to the King. HisOde on St. Ceciha
has been imitated by Pope, and hds something i 1t
of Diyden’s vigour ~ Of his Account of the Enghsh
Poets, he used to speak as a < poor thing ¥ ;” but 1t
is not worse than lus usual stram. e has s'ud ot
very judiciously, m his character of Waller,

Thy vetse could shew ¢’en Cromwell’s mnocence;
And comphiment the storms that bore him hence
O had thy Muse not come an age too soon,

But seen great Nassau on the Biiush throne,

How had hus tiiumph ghtter'd in thy page!

What 1s this but to say, that he who ¢ould com-
pliment Ciomwell had been the proper poet for king
Wilham? Addison, however, never printed the piece:

The Letter fiom Italy has been always praised,
but has never been praised beyond 1ts ment. It is
more corréct, with less appemance of labour, and
more elegant, with less ambition of o1nament, than
any 'other of his poems There 1s, however, one

faken

Fn'd with that name
I'brdle 1n my stiugghng Mise with pain,
That longs to launch 1nto a nobler stian.

"To bridle a goddess is no very delicate 1dea; but
why must she be bridled ® because she longs fo

launch, an act which was never hindered by a- brzdle ;
and v. hither will she launch 2 into a nobler straiin

-

i P

* Spence .

- ; ’She



ADDISON 115

-

Shie 15 1n the first e « ko1 s, 1 the second a boat
and the care of the poet 1s to heep his korse or hus
boat from singing "

The next composttion 15 the far famed campugn,
which Dr Warton has termed a “ Gazetie 1n
X Rhyme, _with dm/ﬁ@ not often used by the
good nature of Ins enticism  Before a censure so
severe 1s admutted, let us consider that War 1s a fre-
quent subject of Poetry, and then enquire who has
described 1t with more justness and force  Many of
our own writers tried their powers upon this year of
victory  yet Addison's 15’ confessedly the best per-
formance Ins poem_is_the_worh of 1_man not
blinded by the dust of learning  hisismages are not
borrowed _merely from books The superionty
which he confers upon his hero 13 not personal
prowess, and “ mighty bone, but deliberate ntre-
prdity, a calin command of his passions, and the
power of consultmg lus own mnd n the midst of
danger  The rejection and contempt of fiction 1s
rattonal and manly

It m1y be observed that the last Iine 1s 1mitated
by Pope

Moulb'rough s exploits appear divinely bright—

Rus d of themselves, their genunte charms they boast,
And those that paint them truest, prase them most
This Pope had 1n Iis thoughts but, not knowmg
how to use what was not Ius own, he spoiled the

thought when he had borrowed 1t
The well sung wocs shall soothe my pensive ghost ;
He best can paint* them who shall feel them most

*  Paint means (says Dr Warton) express, or deseribe them €
ot 12 Martrl

-
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Martial exploits may-be pamted ; perhaps woes may
be pmented , but they are surely not pamnted by bemng
well-sung : 1t 1s not easy to pamt‘: 1n song, or to sing
m colours
« No passage mn the Campaign has been more often
mentioned than the simile of the angel, wlich 1s
smd m the Tatler to be < one of the noblest thoughts
« that ever entered mto the heart' of man,” and 1s
therefore worthy of attentive consideration.  Let 1t
be fitst enquned whether 1t be a simile A poetical
simile 1s the discovery of hikeness between two
actions, m their general nature dissimilar, or of
causes termmating by different operations m some
1esemblance of effect. But the mention of another
like consequence from a like cause, or of a hike per-
formance by a hike agency, 1s not a simile, but an
exemplification. It 1s not a simle to say that the
Thames wateis fields, as the Po waters fields ; or that
as Iecla vomits flames 1n Iceland, so Aftna vomits
flames m Sicily When Horace says_of Pindar,
that he pows his violence and 1apidity of verse, as a
river swoln with ramn 1ushes from the mountain or
of .himself, that his genius wanders in quest of poe-
tical decorations, as the bee wanders to collect honey;
he, 1n either case, produces a simile, the mind 1s
mmpressed with the 1esemblance of things generally
unlike, as unlike as imtellect and body. But if Pin-
dar had been desciibed as wrtmg with the copious-
ness and giandewr of Homer, or Horace had told
that he reviewed and finished his own poetry with
the same care as Isociates pohshed his o1ations, 1n-
sttj:_id of sinilitude, he would have exhibited almost
identity ; he would have gwen the same portraits

N . with
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with different names  In the poem now examined,
when the English are represented as gaining a forti-
fied prss, by repetition of attack, and perseverance
of resolution then obstinacy of courige and vigowm
of onset 1s well illustrated by the sea that breaks,
with ncessant battery, the dikes of Holland This
1s 1 simile but when Addison, having celebrated
the beauty of Marlboroughs person, tells us, that
“ Achilles thus was formed with every grace, here
15 no sumile, but 1 mere exemphification A simuler
may be compared to lmes converging at a point, 'md
15 more excellent as the hines approach from greater
distance  an exemplification may be considered as,
two parallel hines, which run on together without
approximation, never far separated, and never joined

Marlborough 1s so lihe the angel in the poem,
that the action of both 1s almost the same, and per-
formed by both 1n the same manner Marlborough
“ teaches the battle to rige  the angel * directs
“ the storm  Marlborough 1s *“ unmoved m peace-
“# ful thought the angel 1s * calm and serene
Marlborough stands “ unmoved amdst the shock of
“hosts  the angel rides © calm 1n the whirlwind
The Ines on Marlborough are just and noble but
the siimle gives atmost the same 1mages a second time

But perhaps this thought, though haidly - simile,
was remote from vulgar conceptions, and required
great labour of research, o1 dexterity of apphcation
OF this, Dr Madden, 2 name which Ireland ought
to honour once give me lus opmion  “ If I had
“set, said he, “ten school boys to wute on the
“ battle of Blenheim, and erght had brought me the
¢ angel, I should not have been surprised

The
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The opera of Rosamond, though it 1s seldom
mentioned, 1s one of the first of Addison’s compo-
sitions. The subject 1s well chosen, the fiction 1s
pleasing, and the praise of Marlborough, foi which
the scene gives an opportunity, 1s, what perhaps
every human excellence must be, the product of
good-luck, impioved by genus.  The thoughts ale
sometimes gleat, and sometimes tender, the versi-
fication 1s easy and gay. 'There 1s doubtless some
advantage 1n the shoitness of the lines, which there
1s hittle temptation to load with explctive epithets,
The dialogue seems commonly better than the songs.
The two comick characters of Sn Trusty and Gii-
deline, though of no gieat value are yet such as
the poet mtended*. Sir Thusty’s account of the
death of Rosamond 15, I thk, too giossly absmd.
The whole drama 1s./any andkélegaﬁt , engaging n
its process, and pleasing n 1ts conclusion.  If Addi-
son had cultivated the 'hghter paits of poetiy, he
would probably have excelled

The tiagedy of Cato, which, contraiy to the 1ule
" bbserved n selecting the works of other poets, has
by the weight of its chaiacter forced 1its way mto
the late collection, 1s unquestionably the noblest
production of Addison’s genus. Of a work so
much 1ead, 1t 15 difficult to say any thing new.
About things on which the publick thmnks long,
1t commonly attains to think mght; and of Cato 1t
has been not unjustly determined, that it 1s rather a
poem m ‘diaulogue th‘an a drama, rather ‘a succession

* But, accordmg to Dr. Warton, “* ought not to have -
tended” C !

of
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of Just sentiments n elegint Inguage than a repre
fentation of natuml 'lﬂeotxom or of any state pro
bable or possible n humn 11!‘L Nothing her ¢
« cites or vssuages émotion  liere 1s “no magical
“poner of rusmg phantwstich terror or wild
“anuety  The events are expected without soh
citude, and are remembered without joy or sortow
Of the pgents we hwe no care we consider not
what they are doing, or what thev are suffermg_we
wish only to hnow what they have to s1y  (Cato 1
a being above our sohcitude, a man of wham the
gods take carg, and whom we lene to thar cire
with heedless confidence  To the rest neither gods
nor men can hwe much attention, for there 15 not
one amongst them that strongly attracts cither affec-
tion or esteem  But they are made the velucles of
such sentiments and such expression, that there s
scarcely a scene m the plav which the reader does *
not wish to impress upon Ins memory v

Whien Cato was shewn to Pope *, he advised the
author to printit, without any theatrical exlnbition,
supposing that 1t would be rend more fuvourably -
than heard  Addicon declared lumself of the same
opimon, but urged the unportumty of s friends
Jof 1ts appearance on the stage  The emultion of
parties made it suceessful beyond expectation  and
its success has mtroduced sor confirmed among us
the use of_dilogue_too ¢ declunatory, of unfiecting
elegance, and clull pmlosophy

The Tiinersahty of applanise, however 1t might
quell the censure of common mortals, had no other

¢

* Spenge |2
effec
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effect than to haiden’ Denms 'm fixed dishke; but
~us dishike was not merely capricious. He found and
shewed many faults ; he shewed them indeed with
anger, but he found them with acuteness, such as
ought to 1escue his ciiticism from oblivion ; though,
at last, 1t will have no other life than 1t derives fiom
the work which 1t endeavours to oppress.
Why he pays no regard to the opimion of the au-
dience, he gives his reason, by remarking, that,
¢« A deference 1s to be pard to,a general applause,
¢ when 1t appears that the applausc 1s natural and
“ spontaneous; but that hittle regard is to be had to
“1t, when 1t 1s affected and artifictal. Of all the
“ tiagedies which 1n his memory have had vast and
“ violent ruus, not one has been excellent, few have
“ been tolerable, most have been scandalous. When
“ a'poet wiites a tiagedy, who knows he has judg-
¢ ment, and who feels he has genius, that poet pre-
“ sumes upon his own merit, and scorns to make a
“ cabal That people come coolly to the represen-
“ tation of such a tiagedy, without any violent ex-
¢ pectation, or delusive 1magination, or mvincaible
¢ prepossessmn that such an audience 1s hable to
¢ recerve the impressions wihnch the poem shall natu-
“ rally make on them, and to judge by their own
“ reason, ard their own judgments, and that 1eason
“and judgment are calm and seiene, not formed
“ by nature to make pioselytes, and to controul and
“loid 1t over the imagmations of others. But that
“ when an author writes_a tragedy, who knows he
“ has neither genius or judgment, he has 1ecourse
“ 1o the making a paity, and he endeavours to make
€¢ IIP
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¢ up m industry what 13 wanting m talent, nd to
¢ supply by poetical emft the_absence_of poetical
«art, that such an author 18 humbly contented to
“ raise men s passions by 2 plat without doors, smce
¢ he despurs of doing 1t by that which he brings
“ upon the stage  That party and passion, wnd pre
« possession, nd clamorous and tumultuous things,
% and so much the more climorous and tumultuous
* by how much the more erroncous  that they do-
“ mmeer and tyrannize over the imagmations of
# persons who want judgment, and sometimes too
£ of those who havet, and, lile a fierce and out-
“ rageous torrent, bear down all opposition before
¢ them — =
He then condemns the neglect of [pocticil jiistice 3
winch 1s always one of hus favourtte principles
“*T1s certamly the dutv of every tragic poet, by
“ the exact distribution of poetical justice, to m-
“ tate the Divine Dispensation, and to inculcate a
« partienlar Providence  "Tis true, indeed, upon
 the stage of the world, the wicled sometunes
¢ prosper, and the gultless suffir  But that 1s per-
“ mutted by the Governor of the world, to shew,
¢ from the attribute of his mfinite justice, that there
“1s a compensation 1 futurity, to prove the 1m-
“ mortality of the human soul, nd the certamty of
* future rewards and punishments  But the pocti-
“ cal persons m tragedy eust no longer than the
“ reading, or the representation the whole extent
* of thew enmity 15 circumsenibed by~ those and
* therefore, during that reading or representation,
“ according to theirr menits or dements, they must
“ be pumshed or rewarded If tlus s not done,
« there

%

-~
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¢ there 1s no mmpartial distribution of poetical juss
% tice, no mstructive lectwie of a partieular Provi~
¢ dence, and no imtation of the Divine Dlspensa~
“tion, And yet the author of this tragedy does
¢ not only run counter to this, m the fate of his
« principal character ; but every where, throughout
“ 1t, makes virtue suffer, and vice trjumph - for not
« only Cato 1s vanquished by Ceesar, but the trea-
¢ chery and peifidiousness of Syphax prevail over
“ the honest simplicity and the ciedulity of Juba;
¢ and the sly subtlety and dissimulation of Portrus
¢ over the genelous fiankness and open-heaitedness
<« of Marcus.”

Whatever pleasure there may be 1 seemg crimes
punished and vutue 1ewarded, yet, since wickedness
often prospers m real life, the poet 1s certainly at
Liberty to, give 1t prosperity on the stage. For if
poetry has an imitation of reahty, how are 1ts laws
broken by exbiting thé World 1n its true form?
The stage may sometimes gratify our wishess bit,
if 1t be truly the “ mirror of life,” 1t ought to shew
us sometimes what we-are to expect.

Dennis objeets to the charactel s, that they are not
natural, or reasonable, but as heroes and heromnes
ale not beings that aie seen every day, 1t 1s hard to
find upon what principles their eonduct shall be
tited It 1s, however, not useless to consider what
he says of the manner in which Cato 1eceives the
account of his son’s death

“ Noi 1s the giief of Cato, in the fourth act,

‘ one jot moie in natuwie than that of his son and
¢ Luc1a m the thnd. Cato recewves the news of

* hus son’s death not only with dry eyes, but with a

“sort
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« sort of satisfaction and in the same page sheds
# tears for the calamity of his countrv, and does
“ the same thing m the" next page upon the bare
“ apprehension of the danger of lus friends  Now,
* since the love of ones country 1s the love of ones
¥ country men, as I have shewn upon another occas
“ s1on, I desire to ash these questions Of all our
“ countrymen, which do we love most, those whom
“we Lknow, or those whom we know not? And
¢ of tho e whom we know, which do we cherish
# most, our friends or our enemies? And of our
#¢ triends, winch are the dearest to us, those who are
“ related to us, or those who are not?> And of all
“our relations, for which have we most tenderness,
“ for those who are near to us, or for those who are
“remote? And of our near relations, which are
“ the nearest, and consequently the dearest to us,
* our offipring, or others? Our offspring most
# certmnly as Nature, or, m other words, Provi-
# dence, has wisely contrived for the preservation of
“manhind Now, does 1t not follow, from what
“ has been said, that for a man to recetve the news
# of lus son s death with dry eyes, ind to weep at
# the same tune for the calamibies of his countsy, 15
“a wretched affectation, and a nuserable mcon-
“ sistency 7 Is not that,in plamn Inglish, torecene
“ with dry eyes the news of the deaths of those for
“ whose sake out country 1s a nume so dear to us,
¢ qnd at the same time to shed tears for those fou
“ whose ahes our country 1s not 2 name so dear to

“us?
But this formidable assailant 1s less resistible when
he attacks t’-@ probability_of the action, and the
Teason-
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reasonableness of the plan + Ivery cntical 1eader
must remark, that Addison has, with a serupnlosity
almost unesampled on the Engheh stage, confmed
himself in tune to a ~smgle day, and in place to ngo-
Tous umty The scene neves chdn"cx, and the whole
action of the play pasces in the great hall of Cato's
house at Utica  Much theretore s done n the hall,
for which any other place had becn more fit, and
this impropricty affords Dennis many hints of mer-
rlment, and opportumties of triumph  The pascage
is long  but as such disqmsitions are not common,
and the objections are shilfully formed and vigorously
wiged, those who delight 1n ciitical controver ~y will
not think 1t tedious

“Upon the departiie of Portwe, Sempromus
“ makes but one sohloquy, and mnmediately
¢ comes Syphax, and then the two pohticians are
“at it immediately  They lay their heads together,
 with then snuff-boxes in thewr hands, as Mi. Bayes
“ has 1t. 'and feague 1t away.  But, m the midst of
¢ that wise scene, Syphax seems to give a seasonable
¢ caution to Sempionms

“ Syph Butis it tine, Sempromus, that your senate
“Is called together ? Gods ! thou must be cautious
¢ Cato has prercimg eyes

“ Theie 1s a great deal of caution shewn mdeed
‘1 meeting 1 a governor's own hall to cany on
“ then plot agamst im. Whatevar opinion thcy
“ have of lus eyes, I suppose they have none of his

¢ ears, or they would never have talked at tlus
¢ foolish rate so neas -

¢ Gods' thou must be cautious”

“ Oh!
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« Oh! yes, veryicautious for af Cato should over-
< hear you, and turn you off for pohticians, Caswr
« would: never take you, no, Cwsar would never
“takeyou 1 i It
< WhenCato, Act II turns the senators out of
«¢ the hall, upon pretence of acquamting Juba with
¢ the result of their debates, he appears to me to
« do a thing which 1s netther reasonable nor cvil
¢« Juba might certamly have better ;been made ac-
« quaumted with the result of that debate m some
¢ private apartment of the palace But the poet was
« driven upon this absurdity to mahe way for another
< and that 15, to gne Juba an opportunity to demand
“ Marcia of her father But the quarrel and mge
< of Juba and Syphax, 1n the same Act  the mvec-
“ tives of Sy phax against the Romans and Cato  the
¢ advice that he gives Juba, n her fathers hall, to
¢ bear away Maicia by force and hus brutal and
“ clamorous rage upon hus refusal, and at a fime
“ when Cato wns scurcely out of sight, and perhaps
“ not out of hearing, At least some of his guards or
“ domestichs must necessarily be supposed to be
¢ withm hearg 15 a thing that 1s so far from being
¢ probable, that 1t 1s hardly possible
 Semprontus, m the, second Act, comes back
“ once more in the samc morning to the governor's
 hall, to cairy on the conspiracy with Syphax
“ agamnst the governor, his country, and lus family
¢ which 1s so stupd, that it 1s below the wisdom of
“the O—s, the Macs, and the Teagues cven
¢ Eustace Commins himselt would never have gone
“ to Justice hall, to have conspired agamst the go-1_
“vernment If officers at Portsmouth should lay
’ < therr

’
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« their heads together, 1n order to the carrying off*
«J G ’sniece or daughter, would they meet in
«J G s hall, to carry on that conspiracy?
“ There would be no necessity for their meeting
« there, at least uill they came to the execution of
<« their plot, because there would be other places to
*meet m Theie would be no probabhty that
“ they should mecet theie, because there would be
« places more private and moie commodious. Now
¢ there ought to be nothing m a tiagical action but
¢ what 1s necessary or probable.

¢ But tieason 1s not the only thing that is cariied
“on m s hall, that, and love, and philosophy,
“ take then turns m 1t, without any manner of ne-
“ cessity or probability occasioned by the action, as
“ duly and as 1egulaily, without mterrupting one
“ another, as 1f theie were a tiiple league between
‘“ them, and a mutual agieement that each should
“ give place to, and make way fo1, the other, in a
“ due and o1derly succession.

“ We now come to the thud Act. Sempronius,
“ m this Act, comes into the governor’s hall, with
“ the leaders of the mutiny, but, as soon as Cato
“1s gone, Sempronius, who but just before had
¢ acted hke an unpaialleled knave, discovers him-
“self, ike an egregious fool, to be an accomplice
‘ m the conspuacy.

* The peison meant by the imtals J G 1s Su John Gibson,
Lieutenant-Governo of Portsmouth 1 the year 1710, and after-
‘wards  He was much beloved mn the army, and by the common
soldiers called Johnny Gibson, H

‘ « Semp



ADDISON 187

« Serip Know; villams, when such pltry sl ek pre-
¢ sume

« To nux 1n treason, 1f the plot succeed , |

« They 're thrown neglected by , but, 1f 2t fuly,

« They re sure to dic bhe dogs, as you shall do

¢ Here, take these factious monsters, drag them forth

< To sudden death— "‘

s *T's true, mdeed, the second leader says,, there
“ are none there but friends  but 15 that possible at
« such 4 juncture®  Can 1 parcel of rogues attempt
% to assassinate the governor of 1 town of war, i
« his own house, m md day * and, after they are
« dhscovered, and defeated, can there be none new
“ them but friends? Is it, not plan, from these
 words of Sempronius,

“ Here, take these factious monstcrs,'dng them forth
! «To sudden denth— !
“and from the enfrince of the guards upon the
¢ word of coxﬁmand, that those guards yere within
“ ear shot> Behold Sempronus, then, pilpably dis-
« covered How comes it to pass, then, that instead
« of bemg hanged up with the rest, he rematns sccure
“in the governors ball, and thete carnes on Ins
“ conspiracy agunst the govérnment, the flurd tume
“m the same day, with his old comrade Syphas,
“ who enters at the same time that the guards are
* carrying awny the 'eaders, big with the news of
“ the defeat of Sempromms though where he had
“ s mtelligence so soon 15 difficult to imagme® —
“ And now the reader may evpect a very extrordi-
“ nary scene there 15 not nbundance of spimt 1n-
“ deed, nor a great deal of passion, but there 1s
** wisdom thore than enough to supply all defects

[ S_yplz
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« Syph Ou first design, my friend, has prov'd aboi-
¢ tive,

¢t St1ll there remains an after-game to play .

¢« My, troops are mounted, their Numidian steeds

¢ Snuff up the winds, and long to scour the desert

¢ Let but Sempronius lcad us mn om fhight,

< We’ll force the gate, where Maicus heeps hus guard,

¢« And hew down all that would oppose our passage,

¢« A day will bring us into Cesar’s camp

¢« Semp Confusion! I have failed of half my purpose,
¢ Maicia, the chaumng Marcia’s left belund.

« Well' but thoygh he tells us the half pmpose he
¢ has failed of, he does not tell us the half that he
 has camnted  But what does he mean by

¢ Marcia, the charming Marcia’s left behmd ?

¢¢ He 1s now 1 her own house' and we have neithe:
“ seen her, not heard of hei, any wheie else since the
¢ play began. But now let us hear Syphax:

¢ What hinders then, but that you find her out,
¢ And hurry her away by manly force ?

<¢ But what does old Sy"phax mean by finding her
“ out? They talk as 1f she weire as haid to be found
 as a hare n a frosty morning.

< Semp But how to gamm admission ?

“ Oh! she 1s found out then, 1t scems

¢ But how to gamn admwssion! for access
¢ Is g1v'n to none, but Juba and her biothers

“ But, 1aillety apart, why access to Juba! For he
“ was owned and recerved as a lover neither by the
“ father nor by the daughter Well! but let that

’ ¢ pass.

’
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t pass Sy phax puts Semprontus out of pain imme-
¢ dately , and, being a Numidian, aboundmng
#¢ wiles, supplies lum with a stratagem for admmsston,
# that, I behevey 1s 2 non-pareille

& Sypk ‘Thou shalt hdve Jubas dress, and Jubas
¢ guatds,

¥ The doors will open when Numidia’s prince

55 Seems to appear before them

<« Semprontus 1s, 1t seems, to pass for Juba m full
t day at Catos house, where they were both so very
« well known, by hiving Juba s dress and his guards
¥ a5 1f one of the Marshals of Trance could pass for
¢ the duhe of Bavara, at noon day, at Versailles, by
“t having lus dress and liveries  But how does Sy-
¢ phax pretend to help Sempronius to young Jubas
“dresst Does he serve him 1n 1 double capacity,
¥ as general and master of Ins wardrobe? But why
 Jubas guards® Tor the devil of any guards has
« Juba appeired with yet  Well! thongh this s a
“mghty politicl 1mvention, yet, methmks, they
¢ might have done without 1t for, since the advice
¢ that Sy phax gave to Sempronis was,

# To hurry her aday by manly force,

1 my opinton, the shortest and likeliest way of
*¢ coming at the lady was by demolishing 1nstead of
# putting on an impertinent disguise to circumvent
““two or three slaves But Sempromus, 1t seems,
“ 15 of another opimon  He extols to the shies the
“ mvention of old Syphax

¥ Semp Heavens! whnt a thought was there !
Vor X K « Now,

Y
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¢« Now, I appeal to the 1eader, 1f I have not heen
« a5 good as my word ‘Did I not tell i, that 1
« would lay before him a very wise scene

¢ But now let us lay before the reader that part
« of the sceneiy of the Fowth Act, winch may
“ shew the absmidities wlich the author has run nto,
¢ through the indiscrect observance of the Uity of
« Place. 1 do not 1emember that Anstotle has

- < said any thing expessly concetnimg the Umty. of

\

« Place Tis tiue, impheaitly hie has said enough in
¢« the 1ules which he has laid down for the Chorus.
¢ For, by maling the Chorus an essential part of
« Thragedy, and by bunging it on the stage immedi-
« ately after the opening of the scene, and retaining
« 1t theie tll the very catastrophe, he has so deter-
“ mined and fized the place of action, that it was
 impossible for an author on the Giecian stage to
¢« break thiough that Umty I am of opinion, that
“1f a modern tiagick poet can preserve the unity of
« place, without destroymg the piobability of the
“ mcidents, t1s always best for him to do 1t, because,
¢ by the preseiving of that umity, as we have taken
“ notice above, he adds giace, and clearness, and
‘ comeliness, to the 1epiesentation  But since there
‘““ a1e no expiess rules about 1t, and we are under no
‘¢ compulsion to keep 1t, since we have no chorus

“as the Giecian poet had, if it cannot be pre-

“ served, without rendeing the gieater part of the

“ mcidents unieasonable and absu d, and perhaps

“ sometimes monstrous, 'tis ceitamly better to

“ break 1t

“ Now comes bully Sempronius, comically ac-
“ coutred and equlpll)ed with his Numidian dress

“ and

\

e
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« and lus Numdin guards  Let the render attend
¢ to hum with all luisears  for the words of the wise
“ are precious

« Semp The deer 1slodg d, I ve trach’d her to her
¢ covert

« Now I would fain hnow why this deer 18 sud
“ to be lodged, since we have not heard one word,
t smce the pliy began, of her bemng at all out of
« harhour and if we consider the discourse with
« which she and Lucia begin the Act, we have rea-
“son to believe that they had hardly been talking
« of such matters in the street However, to plea-
« sure Sempromus, let us suppose, for once, that
< the deer 1s lodged

“ The deer 1s lod, d, I’ve track’d her to her covert

“ If he had seen her 1n the open field, what occa-
¢ sion had he to trick her, when he had so manv
« Numdian dogs at Ius heels, which, with one hal-
“«loo, he might huve set upon her haunches? 1f
¢ he did not sec ber 1n the open field, how could he
« possibly tiach her? If he had seen her in the
« street, why did he not set upon her 1n the street,
“ since through the street she must be curried at Tnst?
« Now here, mstead of having Ins thoughts upon
“ hus business, and upon the present danger 1nstead
“ of meditating and contriving how he shall pass
*¢ with lus mstress thiough the soathern gate, where
“ her brother Marcus 1s upon the guard, and where
“ he would certainly prove an mmpediment to hum,
« wiueh 15 the Roman word for the baggage, mstead

K2 “of
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« of domng this, Sempronius is entertaming himsel{
« with whimses.

« Semp How will the young Numidian rave to sce

¢ H1s mustiess lost! If aught could glad my soul,

¢ Beyond th’ enjoyment of so bright a puze,

¢« "Twould be to torture that young, gay Barbaiian

¢ But hark! what noise? Death to my hopes! "t1s hé,
¢« *T1s Juba’s self!  Theie 1s but one way left!

¢« He must be murder’d, and a passage cut

< Thiough those his guards

« Pray, what are ¢ those Ins guards? I thought
« at present, that Juba’s guards had been Sempro-
“ nius’s tools, and had been dangling after his heels.

¢ But now let us sum up all these absurdities to-
« gether Sempronius goes at noon-day, mn Juba’s
« clothes, and with Juba’s guards, to Cato’s palace,
“m oirder to pass for Juba, in a place where they
<« were both so very well known* he meets Juba
<« theie, and resolves to murder him with lus own

“ gumds  Upon the guards appearng a little bashful,
 he threatens them:

¢ Hah' Dastards, do you tremble!
¢ O1 act like men, 01, by yon azuie heav’n!

“ But the guards still temaining restive, Sempro-
“ mius himself attacks Juba, while each of the guards
“1s representing Mr Spectator’s sign of the Gaper,
“awed, 1t seems, ,and terified by Sempromus’s
“ threats  Juba kills Sempionius, and takes his own
“ army prisoners, and carries them m triumph away
“to Cato  Now, I would famn know, if any part
(13 of

rd
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t of Mr Bayess tragedy 1s so full of absurdity as
“ this?

¢ Upon hearing the clash of swords, Tucia and
« Marcia come in 'The question 15, Why no men
“ come 1 upon hearmg the noise of swords m the
“ governors hnll? ‘Where was the governor himself?
“ Where were his guards > Whete were his servants ?
¢ Such an attempt as this, so near the person of a
¢ governor of a place of war, was enough to alwrm
< the whole garrison and yet, for almost half an
¢ hour after Sempronms was killed, we find none of
# those appear, who were the hkeliest m the world
« to be alarmed and the nose of swords 1s made to
“ draw only two poor women tiuther, who were
 most certamn to run away from it Upon Lucn
¢ and Marcias coming m, Lucia appears 1 all the
“ symptoms of an hystetical gentlewoman

¢ Luc Sure twas the clash of swords! my troubled

“ heart
¢ Is so cast down, and sun! amidst its sorrows,
¢ It throbs with fear, and aches at every sound '

 And 1mmediately her old whimsey returns upon
“ her

“ O Maren, should thy brotheis, for my sahe—

Y die away with horror at the thought
¢ She fancies that there can be no cutting of throats,
“ but 1t must be for her  If this 1s tnglcal I would
# fan know whiat 15 comcal” Well? upon this they
« spy the body of Sempromus and Marein, deluded
“ by the habut, 1t eems, tahes lim for Juba for,
#¢ says she,

¢ The frce 1s mufiled vp within the garment
“ Now,
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« Now, how a man could fight, and fall with s
« face muffled up 1n his garment, 1s, I think, a hittle
¢ hard to conceive! Besides, Juba, before he killed
¢« him, knew him to be Sempronius. 1t was not by
¢ Ins gaiment that be knew this, 1t was by hus face
¢ then* s face therefore was not muflled. Upon
# seeing this man with lus mufiled face, Maraa falls
“araving, and, owning her passion for the sup-
¢ posed defunct, begins 1o make his funeral oration.
¢ Upon which Juba cnteis Iistening, I suppose on
“ tip-toe , fo1 I cannot imagine how any one can en-
# ter listenng 1n any otha postwe. I would famm
« know how 1t came to pass, that duing all this
“ time he had sent nobody, no, not so much as a
¢ candle-snuffer, to take away the dead body of
“ Sempronius  Well! but let us regard him hsten-
“1mg Having left his appreheasion behmd him,
“ hé, at first, apphies what Maicia says to Sempio-
“mus But finding at last, with much ado, that he
“ himself 1s the happy man, he quits his eve-diop-
“ ping, and discovers himself just time enough to
 prevent his be'ng cuckolded by a dead man, of
“ whom the moment before he had appeated so jea-
« lousl, ana giecdily mteicepts the bliss which was
“ fondly designed for one who could not be the
“ better for it. Bat here I must ask a question.
“ how comes Juba to histen here, who had not listened
* before throughout the play* Or how comes he to
“ be the only person of tlis tragedy who hstens,
““ when love and treason were so often talked m so
‘ publick a place as a hall? I am afraid the author
“ was driven upon all these absuidities only to mtro-
* duce this miserable mistake of Klarcia, which, after

all,
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« all, 15 much below the digmty of tragedy, as any
« thing 15 winch 15 the effect or result of trick
« But let us come to the scenery of the Tifth Act
« Cato appears first upon the scene, sitting m 2
“ thoughtful posture m his hand Plito’s treatise on
“ the Immortality of the Soul, a drewn sword on the
“ table by lum  Now Jet us consider the place in
“ wluch tlus sight 1s presented tous  The place,
¢ forsooth, 1s 1 long hall  Let us suppose, that any
« one should plce himself m this postare, 1 the
< midst of one of our Inils m London that he
¢ should appenr solus, 1 a sullen posture, 1 drawn
“sword on the table by him, m lus hand Plitos
¢ treatise on the Immortality of the Soul, trinslated
“lately by Bernard Lintot I desire the reader to
< consider, whether such 1 person s this would pass,
“ with them who beheld hn, for 1 great patrint, 2
¢ great plulosopher, or 1 general, or some whimsical
“ pereon, who fneied himself 11l these ? and whether
“ the people, who belonged to the fimly, would
“ thinl that such a person had 1 design upon ther
“ mdnffs or ns ownr
“dn ghort, that Cato should sit long enough n
“ the aforesud posture, in the mdst of tlis large
“hall, to read over Platos treatise on the Immorh—
“Jity of the Soul, which 1s a Jecture of two long
¢ hours, that the should propace to himself to be
“ private there upon that occasion  that he should
“ be angry with lus son for intruding there then,
“ that he should leave this hall upon the pretence
“ of sleep, give lnmself the mortal wound m his
# bedchamber, and then be brought back mto that
“hall to expire, purely to shew Ius good breeding,
“and
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< and save his fitends the tiouble of coming up to
¢ 115 bedchamber, all this appears to me to be 1m-
¢ probable, mcicdible, impossible ”

Such 1s the censure of Denmis. There 15, as Dry-
den expresses 1t, perhaps ¢ too much horse-play in -
¢ his raillery ,” but if lus jests are coarse, his argu-
ments are strong  Yet, as we love better to be pleased
than be taught, Cato 1s read, and the critick 1s neg-
lected.

Flushed with consciousness of these deteetions of
absurdity 1n the conduct, he afterwards attacked the
sentiments of Cato, but he then amused himself
with petty cavils and mmute objections.

Of Addison’s smaller poems, no particular men-
tion 1s necessay , they have hittle that can employ
or require a critick  The paiallel of the Piinces and
Gods, 1 his veises to Kneller, 1s often happy, but
1s too well known to be quoted

His tianslations, so far as I have compated them,
want the exactness of a scholar That he understood
his authors cannot be doubted, but lus versions will
not teach others to understand them, being too licen-
tiously paraphrastical They are, however, for the
most part, smooth and easy, and, what 1s the first
excellence of a translator, such as may be read with
pleasure by those who do not know the ongmals.

His poetry 1s pohished and pure; the product of a
mmnd too judicious to commit faults, but not suffi-
ciently vigorous to attain excellence. He has some-
times a striking hine, or a shining paragraph, but n
the whole he 15 warm 1ather than fervid, and shews
more dexterity than st ength. ) He was however one

of our earhest examples of correctness,

. ) The
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The versification which he had learned from Dry-
den he debised rather than refined Iis rhymes
are often dissonant 1 his Georgich he admits broken
hnes He uses both triplets and Alexandrines, but
trplets more fiequently 1n lus translations thin his
other works The mere structure of verses seems
never to have engaged much of his care  DBut lus
hines are very smooth 1n Rosamond, and teo smooth
m Cato

Addison 135 now to be considered as 1 entich 2
name which the present generation 1s searcely willing
to allow im  Iis eniticism 1s condemned as tenta-
tive or experimental, rather than scientifich  and he
15 constdered as deciding by twte® rathes_than by
principles

It 15 not uncommon, for those who have grown
wise by the labour of others, to add A little of their
own, and overlool their masters  Addison 1s now
despreed by some who perhaps would never hue
seen hus defects, but by the Iights which he afforded
them That he always wrote as he would think 1t
necessary to write now, cannot be affirmed  his in-
<tructions were such as the charncters of s readers
made proper  Lhat gencral hnowledge which now
arculates i common tall | wes T hus rme rely to
be found Men not professing learnmg were not
ashamed of ignorance and, m the fumale world,
any acquamtance with books was distinguishied only
to be censured  His purpose was to infuse Iterary
curiosity, by gentle aind unsuspected convey ance, mto
the gay, the idle, 1nd the wealthy he thercfore pre
fented hnowledge m the most “alluring form, not

* Ta te must decsde  Wanton C

' lofty
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lofty and austere, but accessible and famihar. When
he shewed them their defects, he shewed them like-
wise that they might be easily supphed His at-
tempt succeeded, enquiry was anakened, and com-
p:ehension expanded  An emulation of intellectual
elegance was excited, and fiom this time to our own
Iife has been gradually exalted, and conveisation
purified and enlarged.

Dryden had, not many years before, scattered cri-
ticism over his Prefaces with very Iittle parsimony ;
but though he sometimes condescended to be some-
what famihia1, his manner was m geneial too scho-
lastick for those who had yet their rudiments to
leain, and found 1t not easy to undeistand their
master. His obseivations were framed rather for
those that weire learning to write, than for those that
read only to talk. -

An mstiuctor hke Addison was now wanting,
whosé remaiks bemng supeificial might be easily un-
derstood, and bemng just imght prepare the mind for
more attainments. Had he piesented Paradise Lost
to the publick with all the pomp of system and se-
verity of science, the criticism would perhaps have
been admired, and the poen still have been neg-
lected, but by the blandishments of gentleness and
facility he has made Milton an universal favourite,
with whom readers of every class think it necessary
to be pleased.

He descended now and then to lower disquisitions :
and by a serious display of the beauties of Clevy-
Chase exposed himself to the 11dicule of Wagstaff,
who bestowed a like pompous character on Zom
Thumb , and to the contempt of Dennis, who, con-

\ sideling
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sidenng the fundamental position of lus criticism,
that Cheyy-Chase pleases, and ought to pleise, be-
cause 1t 1s natural, ohserves, * that there s a2 way of
s Jeviating from mnature, by bombast or tumour,
« which soars above nature, and enlnges tmages
# beyond therr real bush by affetation, which for-
% salies nature m quest of something unswtable and
# by 1mbecility, which degrades nature by funtness
# and dimnution, by obscuring 1ts appearances, and
« weahenng 1ts effects ”  In Chevy-Chase there 13
not much of erther bombnst or affectation  but there
1s chull and Iifeless imbecithty  The <tory cannot
possibly be told 1« manner that shall mhe Jess
1mpression on the mind

Beiore the profound obeervers of the present rce
repose tao securely on the consciousness of therr su-
perionity to Addison, let them consider lns Rem irks
on Onid 1n which may be found specimens of cri~
ticism sufherently subtle ind refined  let them peruse
Iikewise hus Dssays on W 1t, and on the Pleasures of
Imagination, i winch he founds art on the base of
nature, and drans the prinaiples of mvention from
dispositions nherent 1n the mind of man with shill
and elegance *, such as hs contemners will not eastly
attain

As a describer of Iife and manners, he must be
allowed to stand perhaps the first of the first rank
His humour, which, ns Stecle obseries, 1s peculiar
to humself, 15 so happily diffused s to guve the grace
ofmovelty to domestie scenes and daily occurrences
He never “ outsteps the modesty of nature, nor

* Far, n Dr Wartons opmion beyond Dryden €
raises
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raises merriment or wonder by the violation of truth.
His figuies neither divert by distortion, nor amaze
by aggravation. He copies Iife with so much fidehty,
that he can be hardly said to mvent, yet lns exhi-
bitions have an an so much original, that it 15 diffi-
cult to suppose them not meiely the product of
imagination. ]

As a teacher of wisdom, he may be confidently
followed His 1eligion has nothing m 1t enthusiastick
o1 superstitious he appeais neither weakly credu-
lous, nor wantonly sceptical, his morality 1s neither
dangerously lax, nor impracticably rigid. All the
enchantment of fancy, and all the cogency of argu-
ment,-ate employed to 1ecommend to the reader hus
real mterest, the care of pleasing the Author of lis
being. Thiuth 1s shewn sometimes as the phantom
of a vision; sometimes appeais half-veilled n an
allegory , sometimes attiacts 1egard mn the 10bes of
fancy , and sometimes steps foith in the confidence
of 1eason. She wears a thousand dresses, and 1n al}
is pleasing,

¢« Mille habet oinatus, mille decenter habet

His prose 1s the model of the middle style, on
‘grave subjects not formal, on hight occasions not
orovelling, pwe without scrupulosity, and exact
without appaient elaboration, always equable, and
always easy, without glowig words o1 pomted sen-
tences Addison never deviates fiom lis track to
snatch a grace; he seeks no ambitious ornaments,
and tiles no hazaidous mnovations. His page is

always luminous, but never blazes in unexpected
splendour.

It
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1t was apparently lus principal endewour to avord
all harshness and <eventy of diction  he 1s therefore
sometimes verbose 1n his transitions and connections,
and sometimes descends too much to the language
of conversation, yet if his language had been less
1diomatical, 1t might have lost somewhat of 1ts ge-
nume Angheism  What he attempted, he performed
he 1s never feeble, and he did not wish to be ener-
getick*  he s never rapid, and he never stagnates
Has sentences have neither studted amphtude, nor
affected brevity  Ins periods, though not dihigently
rounded, are voluble and e1sy  Whoever wishes to
attain an Lnghsh sty le, familar but not coarse, and
elegant but not ostentatious, must gnve his days and
mights to the volumes of Addison

* But says Dr Warton he somefimes 1s so  and in another
MS note, he adds oftenso €

HUGHES
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J OHN HUGHES, the son of a citizen 1n London,
and of Anne Burgess, of an ancient family m Whlt-
shite, was boin at Marlborough, July 29, 1677. He
was educated at a private school, and though Ins
advances in Iiteratwie are, m the Biographi, very
ostentatiously displayed, the name of his master 15
somew hat ungratefully concealed ~

At nineteen he diew the plan of a tragedy : and
paraphrased, rather too profusely, the ode of IHorace
which begins ¢ Integer Vite.” To poetiy he added
the smence of musick, 1 which he seems to have
attained considerable skill, together with the practice
of design, or rudiments of pamnting.

His studies did not withdiaw him w holly from
business, nor did business huinder lum fiom study.
He had a place in the office of ordnance, and was

¥ He was educated 1 a di senting academs, of which the Res
Mr Thomas Rowe was tutor, and was a fellow swudent thers
with Dr Isaac Watts, M1 Samuel Say, and other per=ons of em-

nence In the « Horx Lynes” of Dr Watts 1s a poem to the
memory of Mr Rowe H

secietary
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secrelary to sei eral commssions for purchasing lands
necessary to secure the royal dochs 1t Chatham and
Portsmonth  yet found time to acquamnt hrmself
with modern langunges

In 1697 he published 2 poem on the Peace of
Ryswic?  and 1699 another prece, called The Court
of Neptune, on the return of 11ng Willtam, which
he addressed to Mr Montague, the general patron
of the folloneis of the Muses The same year he
produced a song on the duke of Gloucesters birth-
day

He dud not confine limself to poetry, but culti-
vated other hinds of wnting with great success, and
about tlus time shened lus knowledge of human
nature by an'Essay on the Pleasur eof bemg decewed
In 1702 he published, on the death of hing William,
a Pindaric ode, called The House of Nassau and
wrote another pariphrase on the Ofium Drvos of
Horace

In 1703 lus ode on Musich was performed at Sta-
tioners’ Hall and he wrote afterwards «ix cantatas,
which were set to musich by the greatest master of
that time, and seem 1ntended to oppose or exclude
the Itahan opera, an exotich and irrational entertain-
ment, which has been always combated, and alsays
has prevailed

Hs reputation was now so far adsanced, that the
publick began to pay reverence to hisname and he
was solieited to prefix a preface to the translation of
Bocealm, a writer whose satirical vemn cost hun s
Iife m Italy, .nd who never, I believe, found many
readers 1n tlus country, even though mtroduced by
such powerful recommendation

-

He
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He translated Fontenelle’s Dialogues of the Dead ;
and lis veision was perhaps 1ead at that time, but 1s
now neglected, for by a book not necessary, and
owing Its 1eputation wholly to 1ts tuin of diction,
httle notice can be gamed but fiom those who can
enjoy the giaces of the origmal. To the Dialogues
of Fontenelle he added two composed by himself;
and, though not only an honest but a pious man,
dedicated his work to the earl of Wharton. He
judged skilfully enough of his own nterest; for
Whaiton, when he went lord lieutenant to Ireland,
offered to take Hughes with him, and establish him;
but Hughes, having hopes o1 promases, from another
man 1 powel, of some piovision more suitable to
his mchnation, dechined Wharton’s offer, and ob-
tamed nothmg from the other.

He translated The HMiser of Moliere, which he
never offered to the stage; and occasionally amused
himself with making veisions of favourite scenes
other plays

Being now received as a wit among the wits, he
paid his contributions to htera1y undertakings, and
assisted both the Zatler, Spectator, and Guardian.
In 1712 he translated Veitot’s History of the Revo-
lution of Portugal , produced an Ode to the Creator
of the World, from the Fragments of O1 pheus, and
brought upon the stage an opera called Calypso and
Telemaclus, mtended to shew that the English lan-
guage might be very happily adapted to musick.
T'his was 1mpudently opposed by those who were
employed 1n the Italian opera, and, what cannot be
told without indignation, the mtiuders had such
interest with the duke of Shiewsbw y, then lord

cha'mberlam,
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Chamberlun, who had marned an Itahan, as to ob-
tun an obstruction of the profits, though not an
mhibition of the performance

There was 1t thns tune 1 project formed by Ton-
<on for atranslation of the Pharsalia by severalhand«
aud Hughes englishea the tenth book  But tlns
design, s must often happen when the concur-
rence of many 15 necessmy, fell to the ground,
and the whole work was alternards performed by
Rowe

His acquaintance with the great wniters of us time
1ppears to hive been very generil, but of his mti-
macy with Addison there 15 a remarl able proof It
15 told on good authotity, that Cato was fimshed and
played by Iis persuasion It had long wanted the last
act, which he was desired by Addison to supply  If
the request w1s sincere, i proceeded from an opinion,
whatever 1t was, that did not Inst long  for, when
Hughes came m a weeh to shew lum Ius first at-
tempt, he found half an act wniten by Addison
humself

He afterts ards published theworks of Spenser, with
tus Lafc, a Glossary, and a Discourse on Allegorical
Poetry a work for which he was well qualified as
a Judge of the beauties of wnting, but perhaps
wanted an antiquary s 1 nowledge of the obsolete
words He did not much revive the curtosity of the
publick, for near thirty yewrs elapsed before hus
edition was reprinted  1he same year produced his
Apollo and Dapline, of whieh the success was very
earnestly promoted by Steele, who, when the rage
of party did not misgwde him, seems to have been
a man of boundless benevolence

Vor X L Hughes
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Hughes had luther to suffered the mortifications of
a nairow fortune , but m 1717 the lord chancelloy
Cowper set lum at ease, by mahing him secretary to
the commussions of the peace, 1 which he aftarwm ds,
by particular 1equest, desned his suceessor lord Par-
ker to continue lnm  He had now aflluence ; but
such 1s human hfe, that he had 1t when his declining
health could neither allow him long possession, nor
quick enjoyment

His last work was lus tragedy, The Siage of Da-
mascus, after which a Siege became a popular title
This play, wluch still continues on the stage, and of
which 1t 1s unnecessa1y to add a private vorce to such
contmuance of approbation, 1s not acted or printed
accordng to the author’s oniginal draught, or hus set-
tled intention. He had made Phocyas apostatize
from his 1ehgion, atter which the abhoiience of
Eudocia would have been 1easonable, his musery
would have been just, and the hoirors of his 1epent-
ance exemplaiy The players, however, required
that the guilt of Phocyas should terminate 1 deser-
tion to the enemy, and Hughes, unwilling that lus
relations should lose the benefit of lus woik, com-
phed with the alteration

He was now weak with a lingeimg consumption,
and not able to attend the 1ehearsal, yet was so vigo-
rous in his faculties that only ten days before lus
death he wrote the dedication to his pation lod
Cowper. On Februay 17, 1719-20, the play was
represented, and the author died e lived to hear
that 1t was well 1ecerved, but paid no regard to the

mtelhgence, bemg then wholly employed m the
medutations of a depaiting Chustian.,

A man



HUGHZILS 147

A man of Ins charcter was undoubtedly regretted
and Steele devoted an ¢ssny, 1n the paper called The
Theatre, to the memory of lus virtues  Ihs Iife 1s
written m the Biographin with some degree of fa-
vourable partialits and an account of lum 1s pre-
fised to his works by his 1elation the late Mr Dun-
combe, 1 man whose blameless elegance deserved
the same respect

The character of his genius I shall transcribe from
the correspondence of Swift and Pope ,

¢ A month ago,” <ays Swift, “ were sent me over
“ by a friend of mume, the works of John Hughes,
« Esquire  They are n prose and verse I never
“ heard of the man in my life, yet I find y our name
‘a3 2 subseriber e 15 too grave 1 poet for me
“¢ and I think among the Aediocrasts 1n prose as well
“as verse”

To thus Pope returns ¢ To answer your question
“as to Mr Iughes, what he wanted m gens, he
“ made up as an honest man  but he was of the class
%you think him# *

In Spence s Collection Pope1s made to speak of
him with still less respect, as having no claim to
poetical reputation but from his tragedy

* This Dr Warton asserts 13 very unjust censure, and i
a note mn hus Iate edition of Pope s Works asks of  the author

of such a Tragedy as The Siege of Damascus was one of the

mediocribus # Swaft and Pope scem not to recollect the value
¢ and yank of an author who could wnite such 2 Tragedy (v

Le SHEFR-
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SHEFFIKLD,

DUKE OF BUCKINGHAMSIIRE.

J OHN SHEFFIELD, descended from a long
series of llustrious ancestors, was born in 1649, the
son of Edmund Earl of Mulgrave, who died in 1658.
The young lord was put into the hands of a tutor,
with whom he was so httle satisfied, that he got rid
of him in a short time, and at an age not exceeding
twelve years resolved to educate himself. Such 2
puipose, formed at such an age, and successfully
prosecuted, delights as 1t is strange, and mstructs as
1t 15 1€al.

His literary acquisitions are more wonderful, as
those years in which they are commonly made were
spent by him in the tumult of a mulitary life, or the
gaiety of 2 comt, When war was declared against

the Dutch, he went at seventeen on-board the '=hlP
in
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sn which prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle
sailed, with the command of the fleet but by con-
tranety of winds they were restruned from action
His zeal for the Lings service was recompen<ed by
the command of one of the independent troops of
horse, then raised to protect the coast

Next year he recened a summons to Parhament,
which, as he was then but eighteen years old, the
earl of Northumberland censured as at least indecent,
and his objection was allowed He had a quarrel
with the earl of Rochester, which he has perhaps too
ostentatiously relnted, as Rochester s surviving sister,
the lady Sandwich, 1s said to have told lum with very
sharp reproaches

‘When another Dutch war (1672) broke out, he
went again a volunteer i the ship wlich the cele~
brated lord Ossory commanded and there mnde, as
he relates, two curious remarks

¢ 1 have observed two things, which I dare 2ffirm,
¢ though not generally believed One was, that the
“wmnd of a cannon bullet, though flying never so
“ near, 1s 1ncapable of domng the least harm  and
“1ndeed, were 1t otherwise, no man above dech
“ would escape  The other was, that a great shot
“ may be sometimes avoided, even as it flies, by
% changing ones ground a lttle for, when the
“wind sometimes blew away the smoke, 1t was so
“ clear a sun shiny day, that we could easily perceive
< the bullets (that were half-spent) fall nto the wa-
“ ter, and from thence bound up agun among us,
¢ which gives sufficient time for mahing a steportwo
< on any side, though, 1n so swift 2= motion, tis hard
“to judge well in what line the bullet comes,

“ which
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¢« whieh, if mistaken, may by ramoving cott @ man
¢« hic hite, stead of saving it”

Iis behavionr was <o Lovewmably ropreconted by
Tord Ossory, that e was advanaud to the comumund
of the Cathaume. the best cecond-rate <Inp i the
navy.

EHe afterwards 1aisced a remiment of foot, snd com-
manded 1t as colonel  The land-force, weort «ont
ashore by prince Rupert and he hsed in the camp
very fammharly with Schombores Ie was then ap-
pomted colonel of the old Holland regunent, to-
gether with hus own, and had the promuse of @ gar-
ter, winch he obtamed 1 hus twenty-fifth vear Te
was hikewise made gentlewan of the bud- hamber.
He afterwards went mto the Freneh cernvice, to learn
the ait of war under Turenne, but <taid only a <hort
time  Bemg by the duke of Monmouth oppostd i
his pretensions to the first troop of hor--zuards, he,
in return, made Monmouth cuspected by the dube of
York. e was net long after, whon the unlueky
MMonmouth fell mto dicerace, yecomp nsed wath the
heutenancy of Yorhehne, and the governmont of
Hull,

Thus rapdly did hc make his way both to nubitary
and c1vil honowts and employ ments , yet, busy ache
was, he did not negleet his studies, but at least enl-
tivated poetry, m winch he must have been ealy
cousidered as uncommonly <kilful, 11 1t be tiue w hich
is 1cported, that, when he was yet not twenty years
old, his jccommendation advanced Dryden to the
laurel

The DMoors hay mg besicged Tangier, he was «ent
{1680) with two thousmd men to its 1chefl A
' sthhange
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strange story 1s told of the danger to which he was
mtentionally exposed m 2 leby stup, to gratify some
1esentful jealousy of the hing, whose health he there-
fore would never permit at Ins table till he saw him-
<elf in 4 sifer place  His vovage was prosperously
performed n three wechs and the Moors without
A contest retired before him

In this voyage he composed The J ws:on 2 hicen-
tious poem, such 2s was fashionable n those times,
with hittle power of mvention or propriety of senti-
ment

At lus return he found the Ling hind, who perhaps
had never been angiy  vnd he continued 1 wat and
a courtier 1s before

At the successton of hing James, to whom he was
intimately hnown, and by whom he thought himself
beloved, be naturally expected still brighter sun-
¢hine  bat all know how =oon that reign begn to
gather clouds His expectations were not disip
pomted hewasimmedintely admitted into the privy
council, and made lord chamberlun  He accepted a
place m the ngh commussion, without knowledge, as
he declared after the Revolution, of its illegality
Having tew religions scraples, he attended the hing
to mass, and kneeled with the rest, but had no dis-
position to recerve the Romush Taith, or to force 1t
upon others for when the piiests, encournged by his
1ppearances of compliance, attempted to converthim,
he told them, as Burnet has recorded, that he was
willing to recewve mstruction, and that he had taken
much pains to believe 1n God who had made the world
and all men 1n 1t, but that he should not be easily
rersuaded that man was quits, and made God 1gauw

A pomted
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A pointed sentencc 1s bestowed by successive trans-
misston to the last whom 1t will fit; this censure of
t1ansubstantiation, whatever be its value, was uttered
long ago by Anne Askew, one of the first sufferers
for the Protestant Rehgion, who, m the time of
Henry VIII. was torturced in the 'Tower , concerning
which theie 15 reason to wonde: that 1t was not known
to the Historian of the Reformation.

In the Revolution he acquiesced, though he did
not promote 1t Therewas once a design of associat-
ing him m the mvitation of the prince of Orange;
but the earl of Shrewsbury discomaged the attempt,
by declaring that Mulgiave would never concur.
This king William afterwaids told him; and asked
what he would have done 1f the proposal had been
made ? ¢ Sir,” said he, “J would have discorered 1t
¥ to the king whom I then served ” To which king
Walliam replied, “ 1 cannot blame you”

Finding king James niemediably excluded, he
voted for the conjunctive covereignty, upon this
principle, that he thought the title of the prince and
his consort equal, and 1t would please the prince their
protector to have a share m the sovereignty. This
vote gratified king Wilhiam, yet, either by the king’s
distrust, or lus own discontent, he lived some years
without employment  He looked on the king with
malevolence, and, if his verses or lus prose may be
credited, with contempt. He was, notwithstanding
thus aversion or indifference, made maiquis of Nor-
:rnanby (1694), but still-opposed the couit on some
important questions, yet at last he was received mnto

the cabmet council, with a pensmn of three thou-
sand pounds,

At
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At the accesston of queen Anne, whom he 15 sud
to have courted when they were both young, he was
highly favoured  Before her coronation (1702) she
madehun lord privy seal, and soon 2fterlord hieutenant
of the North Riding of Yorkshire Ie was then
named comrmussioner for trexting with the Scots about
the Union, 1nd was mde next year, first, duke of
Normanby, and thenof Buchinghim e, therebemng
suspected to be somewhere 4 Iatent clum to the title
of Buchmgham -

Soon after, becomng jenlous of the duhe of Marl-
borough, he resigned the privy seal, and jomed the
discontented Tories m 2 motton, extremely offnsne
to the Queen, for inviting the princess Soplia to Eng-
Jand The Queen courted lnm back with an offer no
less than that of the chancellorship which he refused
He now retired from business, and buslt that house in
the Park which 1s now the Queens, upon ground
granted by the Crown

When the mmstry was changed (1710), he was
made lord ehamberlun of the household, nd con-
curred m all transactions of that tume, exept thathe
endcavoured to protect the Catalans  After the
Qucen s death, he became 1 constant opponent of the
court and, having no publick busmess, 1s supposed
to have amused imself by writing Ins two trogedies
He died February 24, 1720 21

He was thrice married by Iis two first wives he
had no cluldren by us thnd, who was the daughter
of king James by the countess of Dorchester, and the
widow of the earl of Anglesey, he had, besides other
children that died early, 1 son born m 1716, who
died 1 1735, and put an end to the Iine of Shef-

field
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field It 1s observable, that the duke’s three wives
were all widows. The dutchess died 1 1742

His character 15 not to be proposed as worthy of
imitation. His religion he may be supposed to have
learned from Hobbes, and his morality was such as
naturally proceéds from loose opmions. His senti-

ments with respect to women he picked up mn the
court of Charles ; and his primmeiples concerning pro-
perty weire such as a gaming-table supphes e was
censured as covetous, and has been defended by an
instance of inattention to his aflans, as 1f a man
night not at once be corrupted by avarice and 1dle-
ness. He 1s said, however, to have had much ten-
derness, and to have been very 1eady to apologise
for ls violences of passion.

He is mtroduced 1nto this collection only as a poet;
and, if we credit the testimony of his contemporaries,
he was a poet of no vulgar rank. But favour and
fla%ery are now at an end ; cuticism 1s no longer
softened by his bounties, or awed by his splendour,
and, being able to take a moic steady view, discoyers
lhim to be a witer that sometimes ghmmeis, but
rarely shines, feebly labotious, and at best but pretty-.
His songs are upon common topicks , he hopes, and
grieves, and 1epents, and despaus, and 1ejoices, hke
any other maker of little stanzas; to be gieat, he
hardly tries, to be gay, 1s hardly m hus power.

In the Essay on Satu e he was always supposed to
have had the help of Diyden. His Essay on Poctry
1s the gieat w otk for which he was praised by Ros-
common, Dryden, and Pope. and doubtless by
many moie whose eulogies have peished.

Upon
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Upon tlus prece lie appears to have set 1 lugh ya-
lue for he was all lus hife tune improving 1t by sue-
cessive revisals, <o that there s screedy any poem to
be found of which the last editron diffirs more from
the first Amongst other changes, mention 1s made
of some compositions of Dry den, which were written
after the first appearance of the Lsc1y

At the time when this work first appeared, Mil-
tons fame was not yet fully established, and therefore
Thsso and Spenser were set before lim  The two
last Ines were these  The Epich Poet, says he,

(A

Must above Milton s lofty flights prevadl,
Succeed where great Torquato, and where greater
Spenser, fal

The last line in succceding editions was <hortened,
and the order of names continucd  but now Milton
15 at last advanced to the highest place, and the
passage thus adjusted

Must above Tasso » lofty flights prevaul,
Succeed where Spenser, and e en Milton, fail

Amendments are seldom made without some token
of arent lofty does not suit 1 1sw0 so well 2« Milton

One celebiated line sccms to be horrowed  lhe
Issay calls a perfect character

A faultless monster which the would ne er saw

Sealiger, 1 Ius poems, terms Vgl senc labe mon-
strum  Sheffield can scircely be supposcd to have
rcad Sealiger s poetry, perhaps he found the words
in a quotation

of
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Of this Essay, which Dryden has exalted so highly,
it may be justly said that the precepts are judicious,
sometimes new, and ofien happily expressed; but
there are, after all the emnendations, many weak lmes,
and some strange appearances of neghgence, as,when
he gives the laws of elegy, he :nsists upon connection
and coherence ; without which, says he,

*T'1s epigram, ’tis point, ’tis what you will ;
But not an elegy, nor writ with skill,
No panegyrick, nor a Cooper’s Hill.

Who would not suppose that Waller's Panegyrick
and Denham’s Cooper’s Hill were elegies ?

His verses are often msipid ; but lus memorrs are
lively and agreeable, he had the perspicuity and

elegance of an historian, but not the fire and fancy
' of a poet.

PRIOR.
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M ALLHEW PRIOR s one of those that have
burst out from an obscure original to great emt-
nence He was born July 21, 1664, according to
some, at Winburn 1n Dorsetshire, of I know not
what parents, others say, that he was the son of a
jomer of London he was perhaps willing enough to
leave lus birth unsettled#, 1n hope, lihe Don Quix-
ote, that the lustorsan of his actions might find hum
some tlustrious alhance

* The difficulty of setthng Priors birth place 1s great In the
reguster of hus College he 1s called at hus admission by the Pre
sident Datthew Prior of Winburn 1n Middlesez by umself next
day, Matthew Prior of Dorsetshire 1n which county not 1a Mad
dlesex inborn or Hinborne as 1t stands m the Villare 13 found
When he tood mma date for s fellowship five years afterwards,
he was regstered again by himself as of Middleser The last
record ought to be preferred because 1t was made upon oath
It1s observable that as a natwe of M amborne he s styled Filix
Georgir Prior generos: pot tly wath the ac
cqunt of the meanness of Jus buth  Dr J

He
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Iie 15 supposed to have fallen, by hus father’s death,
into the hands of lus uncle,a vintner * near Charing-
‘eress, who sent him for some time to Dr. Bushy, at
Westmmster , but, not mtending to give him any
education beyond that of the school, took him, when
he was well advanced 1n hiterature, to his own house,
wheie the eail of Dorset, celebiated for pationage
of genius, found him by chance, as Burnet relates,
reading Horace, and was so well pleased with Jus pro-
ficiency, that he undeitook the care and cost of his
academical education.

He entercd s name m St John'’s College at Cam-
biidge m 1682, 1 lis-eighteenth year, and 1t may
be 1easonably supposed that he was distinguished
among his contemporanes. He became a Bachelor,
as 1s usual, m fom yeas-, and two years afterwards
wiote the poem on the Deity, which stands first in
lus volume,

It 1s the established piactice of that College, to
send every year to the eail of Exeter some poems
upon sacied subjects, in acknowledgment of a bene-
faction enjoyed by them fiom the bounty of lus
ancestor. On this occasion were those veises written,
which, though nothing 1s said of then success, seem
to have recommended him to some notice ; for his
praise of the countess’s musick, and his lmes on the
tamous picture of Seneca, afford reason for 1magin-

* Samuel Piior kept the Rummer Tasein nem Charing Cioss
in 1685 The annual feast of the nobility and genfry iving
the pansh of St Martin mn the Fields was held at his house, Oct.
14 thatyear N

1 He was admtted to lus Bachelor’s degree 1 1686 , and to

_bs Master’s, by mandate, m 1700, N

N

) mg
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mg that he was more or less conversant with that
famuly

The same year he published The Cety Mouse and
Counts yy Mouse, to nidicule Dryden s Hind and Pan-
ther, m conjunction with Mr Montague Theresa
story * of great pun suffered, and of tears shed, on
tlus oceaston, by Drvden, who thought it hard that
¢ an old man should be so treated by those to whom
¢ Jie had alnays been cvil™ Dy tales hike these 15
the envy, rarsed by superior abilities, every day gra-
tihed when they are attached, every one hopes to
see them hymbled what 1s hoped 1s readily believed
and what'1s believed 1s confidently told Drydcn hnd
been more accustomed to hostihties, than that such
enemtes should break s quiet and, if we can sup-
pose lim vexed, 1t would be hud to deny hun sense
enough to conceal his uneasiness

The City Mouse und Country Nlouse procured its
authors more sohd advantages than the pleasure of
fretting Dryden for they were both speedily ypre-
ferred  Montigue, ndeed, obtamed the first notice,
with some degree of discontent, as 1t seems, n Pisor,
who probably hnew that his own pat of the per-
formance was the best  He had not, however, much
reason to complam  for he came to London, and ob-~
taned such notice, that (in 1691) he was scnt to
the Congress at the Hague 15 secretary tothe embrssy
In this assembly of princey and nobles, to which
Lourope has perhaps scarcely secn any thing equal,
was formed the grand alliance against Lews, which
at last did not produce effects proportionate to the
magnificence of the transaction

# Spenee

The
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The conduct of Pi1o1, m this splendid initiation
into publick business, sas so pleasing to king Wil-
ham, that he made him one of the gentlemen of his
bedchamber, and he 15 supposed to have passed
some of the next years in the quiet cultivation of
hiterature and poetry.

The death of queen Mariy (in 1695) produced a
subject for all the writers: perhaps no funeral was
ever so poetically attended. Idryden, indeed, as a
man discountenanced and deprived, was silent; but
scarcely any other maker of verses omitted to bimg
his titbule of tuneful soirow. An emulation of
elegy was umiversal. Mania’s praise was not confined
to the English language, but fills a great part of the
Musce Anglicance.

¥rior, who was both a poet and a courtier, was
too diligent to miss this opportunity of respect. He
wrote a long ode, which was presented to the king,
by whom 1t was not hikely to be ever read.

In two years he was secretary to another embassy
at the treaty of Ryswick (in 1697*); and next year
had the same office at‘the comit of France, where
he is said to have been considered with great cis-
finction.

As he was one day swmveymg the apartments at
Versailles, being shewn the victories of Lous, panted
by Le Brun, and asked whether the king of Eng-
land’s palace had any such decorations, The mo-
“ numents of my master’s actions,” said he,  are
¢ to be seen every where but mn his own house.”

* He recewved, 1n September 1697, a present of 200 guineas

from the lords Justices, for s trouble m bringing over the treaty
of peace, N

The
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*I'he pictures of Le Brun are not only 1n themselves
sufficiently ostentatious, but were explamed by mn-
seriptions so arrognnt, that Boilcau and Racine
thought 1t necessary to mahe them more sinple

He was mn the followmg year at Loo with the
Ling from whom after 2 long audience, he car-
ried orders to Lngland, and upon his arrnal became
under-secretars of state in the earl of Jerceys office,
a post which he did not retain long, because Jersey
was removed but he was soon made commisstoner
of trade

Thus year {1700) produced one of his longest and
most splendid compositions, the Carmen Seculare, n
which he exhausts all lus powers of celebrmtion X
mean not to acceuse lum of flattery he probably
thought a1l that he writ, and retamed s much sera-
city as can be properly exacted from 1 poet profes-
sedly encomastick hing Willtam supplied coprous
materials for either verse or prose  His whole Iife
had been action, and none ever dented hum the re
splendent qualities of steady resolutron and personal
courage He was really in Prior’s mind what he
represents hrm mn his verses  he considered lum s 4
hero and was accustomed to <ay, that he prused
others i comphance with the fashion, but that in
celebrating king Willtam he followed lus mchination
To Prior gratitude would dictate pruce, which rea
son would not refuse

Among the advantages to arse from the future
years of William s reign, he mentions a Society for
useful Arts, and among them .

Some that with care true cloquence shall teach,
And to just 1dioms fix our doubtful speech
VoL X M That
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That fiom our wiiters distant 1ealms may know
The thanks we to our monarchs owe,

.And schools profess omr tongue through, every land,

That has mvok’d his aid, o1 bless’d his hand

»

Tickell, m his Prospect of Peace, has the same
hope of a new academy :

In happy chams owm daung language bound,
Shall sport no moie 1 arbitiary sound.

Whether the similitude of those passages which ex-
hibit the same thought on the same occasion pro-
ceeded fiom accident or 1mitation, 1s not easy to de-
termime  Tickell might have been impiessed with
his expectation by Swift's Proposal for ascertainang
the English Language, then lately published

+In the Paithament that met in 1701, he was chosen
representative of Xast Gimnstead Peahaps 1t was
about this time that he changed s paity, for he
voted for the 1impeachment of those Lords who had
persuaded the king to the Partition tieaty, a treaty m
which he had lnmself been miisterally employed.

A gieat part of queen Anne’s 1e1gn was a time of
war, 1n which there was httle employment for nego-
tiatois, and Piio1 had therefoie leisure to make or to
polish veises  When the battle of Blenheim called:
forth all the veisemen, Prior, among the rest, took
care to shew his dehight m the increasimg honour of
his count1y by an Epistle to Boileau.

He published, soon afte1wards, a volume of poems,
with the encomiastick character of his deceased
patron the duke of Doset, 1t began with the
College Exercise, and ended with The Nut-brown
Mead.

The
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The battle of Rammllies soon afterwards (in 1706)
excited him to another effort of poetry  On this oc-
casion he had fewer or less formdable rinals  and 1t
would be not easy to name any other composition
produced by that event which 1s now remembered

Lrety thing hasits day  Through the reigns of
William and Anne no prosperous event passed un-
dignified by poetry  In the last war, when I'rance
was disgraced and overpowered m every quarter of
the globe, when Spam, coming to her assistance,
only shared her calamities, and the name of an Ing-
Iishman was reverented through Lurope, no poet
was heard amidst the general exclamation  the fime
of our cotnsellors and heroes was entrusted to the
Gazetteer

The natton 1n time gren weary of thte war, and the
queen grew weary of her mmisters The war was
burdensome, and the immuisters were insolent Har-
ley and lus friends began to hope that they might,
by drsving the whigs from court and from power,
gratify at once the queen and the people There
was now a call for writers, vwho might convey ntel-
higence of past'abuses, and shew the waste of publich
money, the unreasonable Conduct of the Allies, the
avarice of generls the tyranny of mintons, and the
general danger of pproaching run

To1 this purpose a p iper called 7he Laamaner was
pertodically published, written, as 1t happened, by
any wit of the party and sometimes, as 15 said, by
Mrs Munley  Some are owned by Swift and one
m ndicule of Garth s verses to Godolphin’upon the
loss of s place, was wntten by Prior, and an-

M2 snered
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swered by Addison, who appears 1o have known the
author erther by conjectme or mtelligence.

The Tor1es, who weie now m power, weze in haste
to end the war , and 1101, being 1ecalled (1710) to
his former employment of making tieaties, was sent
(July 1711) puvately to Pans with propositions of
peace He was 1emembered at the French court ;
and, 1eturning i about a month, biought with him
the Abb¢ Gaultier, and M. Mesnager, a minmster
fiom France, mvested with full poweis.

This transaction not bemg avowed, Mackay, the
master of the Dover packet-boat, either zealously
o1 officiously, seized Prior and his associates at Can-
terbury. It 1s easily supposed that they weie soon
1eleased.

The negotiation was begun at Iiior’s house,
where the queen’s ministers met Mesnager (Septem-
ber 20, 1711), and entered privately upon the great
busmess The importance of Prior appears fiom the
mention made of hun by St John in us Letter to
the QGueen
. “ My Loid Tieasurer moved, and all my Lowds
“ weie of the same opinion, that Mr Piio1 should be
¢ added to those who aie empowered to sign; the
“ 1eason for which 1s, because he, having peisonally
“ tieated with Monsiew de Torcy, 1s the best witness
“ we can pioduce of the sense m which the geneial
“ preliminary engagements aie entered into besides
“ which, as he 1s the best versed i matters of tiade
“of ‘all yom Majesty’s servants who have been
“tiusted m this seciet, 1f you should think fit to
“ employ him 1n the futuie ti eaty of commeirce, it
“ will be of consequence that he has been a party

“ con-
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s concerned m concluding that comention, which
« must be the rule of this treaty

The assembly of this import mt night was in some
degree clandeste, the design of treating not being
yet openly declared, and, when the W lngs returned
to power, was aggravated to 1 charge of hugh treason
though, 1s Prior remarl s i lus imperlect wswer
to the Report of the Commutlce of Secrecy, no treaty
ever was made without private mterviesss and prel-
mmary discussions

My busmess 1s not the lustory of the peace, but
the life of Prior  The confirences began at Utrecht
on the first of Jwnuary (1711 12), and the I nghsh
plemipotentiaries arrived on the fiftcenth  The nn
misters of the diflerent potentates confurred and con
ferred, but the peice advaneed so slowly, that spee-
dier methods were found necessary  and Bolinghroke
was sent to Paris to adjust differences with less for-
mahty Pror either accompanmed him or followcd
him, and, after lus departure, had the appomntments
and authority of an ambissador, though no pubhd
chareter

By some mustahe of the queens orders, the court
of Trance had been disgusted  and Bolmgbroke ay s
m lus Letter, * Dear Mit, hide the nal edness of
% thy country, and gne the beet turn thy fertile
 brun will furmsh thee with to the blunders of thy
¢ country men, who are not much better pohticians
¢ than the I'rench are poets

Soon after, the dukc of Shewsbury went on a
formal embrssy to Paris It s related by Boyer, that
the mntention was to have jomed Prior m the com-
pussion, but that Shrew sbury refuseil to be assoernted

with
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with 2 man so meanly born  Prior therefore conti-
nued to act without a title till the duke returned next
year to England, and then he assumed the style and
dignity of ambassador.

But, while he continued 1n appearance a private
man, he was treated with confidence by Lewis, who
sent nm with a letter to the queen, wntten n fa-
vour of the elector of Bavaria, “I shall expect,”
says he, “with impatience, the return of Mr. Prior,
“ whose conduct 1s very agiceable to me.” And
while the duke of Shrewsbury was sill at Paris, Bo-
lingbroke wrote to Prior thus. © Mons=ieur de Torcy
 has a confidence 1n you, make use of 1it, once
¢ for all, upon this occasion, and convice lm
< thoroughly, that we must give a different turn to
¢ our parhament and our people according to their
“ resolution at this cnisis.”

Puior's publick dignity and splendour commenced
in August, 1713, and continued till the August fol-
lowmg, but I am afiad that, according to the
usual fate of gicatness, it was attended with some
perplexities and moitifications  He had not all that
1s customarily given to ambassadors+ he hints to the
queen 1n an impetfect poem, that he had no service
of plate, and 1t appeared, by the dcbts which he
contracted, that his 1emittances weie not punctually
made. .

On the first of August, 1714, ensued the downfall
of the Tores, and the degradation of Piior. He
was recalled , but was not able to return, being de-
tamed by the debts which he had found 1t necessary
to contract, and which were not dischaiged before

) March,
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March, though I old friend Montague w1s now
at the head of the treasuny

He returned then as soon as he could, and was
welcomed, on the 25thof March * by a warrant, but
wns, however, suffired to Incin his own hou ¢ under
the custody of the messenger, tll hie was cemmined
before 1 commuttee of the Prisy Counctd, of winch
Mr Walpole was ehurman, wnd Lord Comngsln,
Mr Stanhope, nd Mr Lechmerg, werd the prineipal
interrogators, who, m this ¢ wmnation, of wlich
there 1sprintedanaccount notunentertuming, bihned
with the boisterousness of men elated by recent au
thomty  They arc represented a¢ sl ing, questions
sometimes vigue, ometimes w wlious, and woting
answers diffinent from tho ¢ winch they recaned
Prior, howerver, seems to have been overpowered
by their turbulence  for he confesses that he signed
what, 1f he hnd ever come before n legnl judienture,
he should huwe contradicted or evpluned awny
The oath was administered by Bo cawen, 1 Maddle
<ex Justice, who at Inst was going, to wnite Ins attes-
tation on the wrang <ide of the pper

They were very ndustrions to find some charge
agunst Osford  and ashed Prior, with great earnest
ness, who w1s present when the prchmmnarey attieles
were tilked of or atgned at lnahouse M told thum,
that ather the carl of Oxford or the duke of Shrews
bury wasabsent, but he could not remember whieh
ananswer wlich perpleved them, beewsc st supphed
no accu<ation agunst ather ¢« Could any thing be
“ more absurd, <ays he, “ or more whuman, than

17l
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“ to propose to me a question, by the answering of
¢ which I might, accoiding to them, prove myself
¢ a traitor ?  And notwithstanding their solemn pro-
“ mise, that nothing which I could say should hurt
« myself, I had no 1eason to trust them: for they
¢ violated that promise about five hours after. How-
¢ ever, 1 owned I was there present. Whether this
“ was wisely done or no, I leave to my filends to
° determine ”

When he had signed the paper, he was told by
Walpole, that the commitiee were not <atisfied with
his behaviour, nor could give such an account of 1t
to the Commons as might merit favour : and that
they now thought a stricter confinement necessary
than to his own house ¢ Here” says he, “ Bos=
* cawen played the moralist, and Coningsby the
 Christian, but both very awkwardly ” The mes-
senger, 1n whose custody he was to be placed, was
then called, and very decently asked by Comingsby,
“1f his house was secuied by bars and bolts 2"  The
messenger answered, “ No,” with astonishment. At
which Coningsby very angnly said, “ Sir, you must
“ secure this prisoner, it 1s for the safety of the na-
“ tion: 1f he escape, you shall answer for 1t.”

They had already punted their report , and 1n this
examination were endeavouring to find proofs.

He continued thus confined for some time ; and
Mr. Walpole (June 10, 1715,) moved for an im-
peachment against him  What made him so acri-
montous does not appear: he was by nature nothirster
for blood. Prior was a week after commutted to
close custody, with orders that “ no person should

«“ he

4
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* be admitted to <ce nm without lene from the
¢ Speaher "

When, two years after, in Act of Grace was
passed, he was excepted, and continued still m cus
tody, which he bad made less tedious by wnting his
Alma e was, however, soon after discharged

He had now lus Iiberty, but he had nothing else
‘Whatever the profit of lus employments might have
been, he had «lways spent1t and at the age of fifty-
three was, with all his abihities, 1n dangcr of penury,
having yet no solid revenue but from the fllowship
of lus college which, when in his exaltation hie was
censured for retainmg 1t, he smd, he could Iine upon
at Jast

Beng however generally hnown and esteemed, he
was encouraged to add other poemns to these winch
he had printed, and to publish themn by subscription
The expedient suceccded by the industry of inany
friends, who circulated the proposils ¥, and the care
of some, who, it 1s smd, withheld the moncy from
Inm Jest he should squander 1t The price of the
volume wis two gumets the wholc collection was
four thouswnd  to winch lord Hirley, the son of the
earl of Oxford, to whom he Ind insarably adhered,
added an equal sum for the purcha ¢ of Down hull,
which Prior was to enjoy during hfe, and Harley
after Ins decease

He had now, what wits and plulosophers huve
often wished, the power of passing the day 1n con-
templative tranquillity  But 1t seems that busy men
seldom live long i a state of quict It 1s not un

* Swift obtained many ub epptrons for am an Ireland  TE
llely
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likely that lus health declined. He complains of .
deafness ; ¢ for,” says he, « I took httle caie of my
¢ cars while I was not sure if my head was my own.”

Of any occurrences 1n his remamnmg hfe I have
found no account In a letter to Swift, « I have,”
says he, < tieated lady Harriot at Cambrndge (a
¢ Fellow of a College treat!), and spoke veises to her
“1mmagown and cap! What, the plenipotentiary,
¢ so far conceined m the damned peace at Utrecht,
¢ the man that makes up half the volume of terse
¢ prose, thatmakes up the report of the committee,
¢ speaking verses! Sic est, homo sum”

ITe died at Wimpole, a seat of the earl of Oxford,
on the cighteenth of September, 1721, and was
buried m Westminster, wheie on a monument, for
which, as the “ last piece of human vamty,” he left
five hundied pounds, 1s engraven this epitaph :

Sui Tempots Historiam meditanti,
Paulatim obrepens Febris
Operr simul & Vite filum abrupst,
Sept 18 An Dom 1721 /Etat 57
I SE
Vir Eximius
Serenissimis
Negr GuritLyo Regimzque Marix
In Congressione Feederatorum
Hage auno 1690 celebiata,
Demnde Magne Bitanme Legatis
Tum 1s,
Qui anno 1697 Pacem Ryswickl confecerunt,
Tum 1s,
Qu1 vpud Gallos anni> prosimis Legationem obierunt
Fodem etiem anno 1697 1 Hiberma
SLCLITARIL,
Necnon
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Neenon i utroque Ifonorabih consessu
Lorum,
Rus anno 1700 ordinandis Commeren negotus,
Quigue anno 1711 dirigendis Portoru rebus,
Presidebt,
COVMISSIONARIUS
Postiemo
Ab Anna
kehassime memore Regm e
Ad Lupovicust X1V Gallire Regom
Missus anno 1711
De Pace stahihiends,
(Pace etiamnum durante
Diuque ut bom jam omnes sperant duratura)
Cum summa potestate Legatus,
MATTHZUS PRIOR Armiger
Qu
Hos omnes, quibus cumulatus est, Titulos
Humanitatis, Ingenn, Lrudittonss laede
Superavit,
Cu emm nascenti faciles arriserant Musx
Hunc Pucrum Schol hic Regia perpolnat
Jusrenem m Collegio S t1 Johanms
Cantabrgia optimus Scientus mstruxit,
Virum demque ausit et perfecit
Multa cum vins Principibus consuctudo
Ita natus, ta nstitutus,
A Vatum Choro avell: numguam potut,
Sed solebat sepe rerum Crvilium gravitatem
Amcenmorum Literarum Studus condire
Lt ecum omne 2deo Poenices jenus
Haud mfeliciter tentaret,
Tum 1 Fabellis concinne lepideque tesendis
Mirus Artifes
Neminem habwit parem

Hao
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Haxc liberalis animi oblectamenta -
Quam nullo Ill1 laboie constiteiint,
Facile 11 perspexele, quibus usus est Amict,
Apud quos Uibanitatem & Lepoium plenus
Cum ad 1em, quecunque foite inciderat,
Apte vai1é copioséque alluderet,
Interea miul quasitum, nihil vi expressum
Videbatur,

Sed omnia ultio effluere,

Et quas: jug ¢ fonte affatim exubeiare,
Ita suos tandem dubios 1eliquut,
Essetne 1 Scuiptis, Poeta Elegantior,
An in Convictu, Comes Jucundior

Of Prio1, emient as he was, both by hus abihities
and station, very few memorials have been left by
hus contemporaries , the account theiefore must now
be destitute of his private character and famihiar prac-
tices. He lived at a time when the 1age of paity
detected all which 1t was any man’s interest to hude;
and, as hittle 1ll 1s heard of Piior, 1t 1s certamn that
not much was known He was not afraid of pro-
voking censure, for, when he forsook the Wligs >,
under whose patlonacre he fiist entered the w01ld
he became a To1y so ardent and deternunate, that
he did not willingly consort with men of different
opmions. He was one of the sixteen Toiies who
met w eekly and agieed to addiess each other by the
title of Brother; and seems to have adhered, not
only by concurrence of pohtlcal designs, but by pe-
culiar aﬁ‘ectlon, to the earl of Oxford and his famlly

With how much confidence he was tiusted has been,
aheady told.

~ Spence
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e was however, m Popes * optnion, fit only to
male verses, and less qualified for busiess than Ad-
dison himself This was surely said without consi-
deration  Addison, exalted to  high place, was
forced into degradation by the sense of hus own mnca-
pacity  Priot, who was employ ed by men very capa-
ble of esttmating lus value, having been secretary to
one embassy, had, when great abilities were agan
wanted, the saume office nother time and was,
after so much expelience of ks Lunowledge and dex-
terity, at last sent to trancact a negotiation n the
highest degree arduous and important, for which he
was qualified, among other 1equisites, 1n the opinton
of Bolingbroke, by s influence upon the I'rench
mmster, and by <l 1l questions of commerce above
other men ¢! ;

Of his behwvioar 1n the highter parts of Iife, 1t 1s
too late to get much mtelhgence  One of hus answers
to 2 boastful Frenchman has been relited and toan
mmpertiment one he made another equally proper
During his embassy, he sat at the opeit by a man,
who, 1 hus rapture, accompamed with his own vorce
the principal singer  Prior fell to ruling at the per-
former with all the terms of reproach that he could
collect, fill the Frenchman, ceasing trom lus song,
began to expo tulate with him for hus harsh censure
of 2 man who was confessedly the ornament of the
stage  “1 hoow all that, says the ambassador,
“ mus 1l chante s1 haut, que je ne scaurors vous en
“ tendie )

In a gay French company, where every onc sing
2 little song or stanza, of which the burden was,

* Spenc
“ Banmssons
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« Bannissons la Melancholie;” when 1t came to fis
tuin to sing, after the performance of a young lady
that sat next hum, he produced these extemporary
lines :

Mais cette voix, et ces beans yeuy,
Font Cupidon trop dangereux,

Et je suts tnste quand je erie,
Bannissons la Melanchohe

Tiadition 1epresents him as willing todescend fromi
the digmty of the poet and statesman to the low de-
Iights of mean company s Chloe probably was
sometimes 1deal but the woman with whom he co-
habited was a despicable diab + of the lowest species.
One of lus wenches, perhaps Chloe, while he was
absent from his house, stole lus plate, and 1an away ;
as was related by a woman who had been his servant.
Of this propenstty to soidid converse I have seen an
account so seriously 1idiculous, that 1t scems to de-
se1ve nsertion -,

¢ 1 have been asswied that Prio1, after having spent
“ the evening with Oxfoid, Bolingbioke, Pope, and
 Swift, would go and smoke a pipe, and diink a
 bottle of ale, with a common soldier and his wife,
“1n Long-Acie, before he went to bed, not from
¢ any remains-of the lowness of his original, as one
“said, but, Isuppose, that his faculties,

« Stiam’d to the height,
¢ In that celestial colloquy sublime,
“ Dazzled and speut, sunk down, and soughtiepan

# Spence, and see Gent Mag vol LVII p 1089
+ Richardsomana

Poor
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Poor Prior, why was he so stramed, and.n such
want of repmr, after a conversation with men, not
m the opimion of the world, much wiser than him-
self?  But such are the conceits of speculatists, who
stramn their faculties to find ma mine what hes upon
the surface

His opinions, so far 2s the means of judging are
left us, seem to have been right  but I hfe was, 1t
seems, 1rregular, neghgent, and sensual

i

PRIOR has wnitten wuith great vanety, and his
variety has made lim popular He has tried all
styles, from the grotesque {o the solemn, and has not
so fuled m any as to incur derision or disgrace

His worksmy be distinctly considered, as'com-
prising Tales, Love verses, Occastonal Poems, Alma,
and Solomon

His Tales have obtaned general approbation, be-
ing written wath great tumbiarity and great spright-
hness, the language 1s easy, but <eldom gro s, and
the numbers smooth, without appearance of care
Of these Tales there ave only four The Ladle
which 15 mtroduced by a Preface, neither necessory
nor pleasing, neither giave nor merry  Paulo Pur-
gantt  which has likews e a Preface, but of more
vlue than theTale  Hans Carvel not aver decent
and Protogenes and Apelles, an old story, mmgled
by an affectation not dicagreeable, with! modern
mmages  The Young Gentleman in Love has hardlv
a just claum to the title of a Tule I know not whe-
ther he be the origmal author of any Tale which he
has given us  The adventure of Hans Carvel has
passed through many successions of merry wits  for

it
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it 1s to he found m Auosto’s Satires, and 1s pethaps
yet older. But the ment of such stories 1s the ait
of telling them

In his Amoious Effusions he 1s less happy, for
they are not dictated by natuie or by passion, and
have neither gallantiy noi tendeiness. They have
the coldness of Cowley, without lus wit, the dull
exercises of a skilful versific1, resolved at all adven-
tures to wiite something about Chloe, and tiying to
be amoious by dint of study. His fictions there-
fore are mythological. Venus, after the example of
the Gieck Epigiam, asks when she was seen naked
and batlung. Then Capd 1s mistaken; then Cupid
is disarmed , then he loses Ius daits to Ganymede ;
then Jupiter sends him a summons by Mercury.
Then Chloe goes a-hunting, with an 2oy quwer
graceful at her side , Drana mistakes her for one of
her nymphs, and Cupid laughs at the blunder. All
this 1s surely despicable, and even when he tizes to
act the lover, without the help of gods o1 goddesses,
his thoughts ae unaffecting o1 1emote  He talks
not “ hike a man of this world.”

The greatest of all his amoious essays 1s Henry
and Emma , a dull and tedious dialogue, wlnch ex-
cites ncither esteem for the man, no1 tenderness for
the woman  The example of Emma, who resolves
to follow an outlawed murdeier wherever fear and
guilt shall diive him, deseives no imitation, and the
experiment by which Henry ties the lady’s con-
stancy, 1s such as must end either n mfamy to her,
or mn disappomtment to himself

His occasional Poems necessatily lost part of therr
value, as then occasions, bemng less remembered,

raised
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rused less emotion  Some of them, however, are
preseried by their mherent excellence The bur-
lesque of Bolews Ode on Namur has, in some
parts, such amriness nd levity as will always procure
1t readers, even among those who cannot compare 1t
with the origmal  The Ipistle to Boileau 1s not so
happy The Poems to the King are now perused
only by young students, who read merely that they
may learn to write, and of the Carmen Seculare, 1
cnnot but suspect that T might pruse or censure 1t
by caprice, without danger of detection for who
can be supposed to have laboured through1t? Yet
the time has been when tlus neglected work was so
popular, that 1t was translied nto Latin by no
common master

His Poem on the battle of Ramillies 1s necessarily
tedrous by the form of the stanza  an uniform mass
of ten lines thirty-five trmes repeated, inconsequen-
tial and shghtly connected, must weary both the ear
and the understanding  His mmatation of Spenser,
which consists principally m 1 ween and I weet,
without exclusion of later modes of speech, mnkes
his poem nerther ancient nor modern  His mention
of Mars and Bellons, and s comparison of Marl-
borough to the Eagle that bears the thunder of Ju-
piter, are all puerile and unaffecting  and vet more
despicable 15 the long tale told by Lewis 1n his de-
sparr of Brute and Troynovante, and the teeth of
Cadmus, with is similies of the raven and engle,
and wolf and lion By the help of such easy fic-
tions, and vulgar topicks, without acquaintance with
hife, and without knowledge of art or nature, a poem

VoL X N of
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of any length, cold and Ifeless like this, may he
easily written on any subject. .

In lus Epilogues to Phawdra and to Lucius he 1s
very happily facetious; but m the Prologue before
the queen, the pedant has found his way, with Mi-
nerva, Peiseus, and Andromeda.

His Epigrams and highter pieces are, like those of
otheis, sometimes elegant, sometimes trifing, and
sometimes dull ; amongst the best are the Camelion,
and the epitaph on Jo/im and Joan.

Scaicely any one of ou1 poets has written so much,
and tianslated so little the version of Callimachus
1s sufficiently licentious , the paraphiase on St Paul’s
Exhortation to Charity 1s emimently beautiful

Alna 1s written 1 professed imitation of Hudi~
bias, and has at Jeast one accidental 1esemblance :
Hudibras wants a plan, because 1t 1s left imperfect ;
Alma 1s 1imperfect, because it seems never to have
had a plan. Piior appears not to have proposed to
himself any duift o1 design, but to have written the
casual dictates of the present moment.

What Holace said, when he imitated Lucilus,
might be said of Butler by Prior, his numbers were
not smooth or neat. Prior excelled him n versifica-
tion, but he was, like Horace, inventore minor, he
had not Butler’s exuberance of matter and variety of
illustiation. The spangles of wit which he could af-
ford, he knew how to polish; but he wanted the
bullion of lus master  Butler pours out a neghgent
profusion, certain of the weight, but caieless of the
stamp.  Prior has compaiatively little, but with

* that Iittle he makes a fine show. Alma has many

admuers,
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admirers, and was the only piece among Priors
tvorhs of which Pope said that he should wish to be
the author

Solomon s the work to which he entrusted the pro-
tection of his name, and which he expected succeed-
mg ages to regard with veneration  His ~ffection
was natural it had undoubtedly been wrnitten with
great labour and who 15 willing to think that he has
been labouring 1n vun? He had mfused mto 1t
much knowledge and much thought, had often
polished 1t to elegance, often dignihied 1t with splen-
dour, and sometimes heightened 1t to subhmty
he percerved 1 1t many cxcellences, and did not
discover that 1t wanted that without which all others
are of small avarl, the power of engaging attention
and alluring curiosity

Tediousness 1s the most fatal of all faults negh-
gences or errors are single and local, but tediousness
pervades the whole, other faults are censured and
forgotten, but the power of tediousness propagates
ttself  He that 15 weary the first hour, 1s more
weary the sccond  as bodies forced into motion, con-
trary to their tendency, pass more nd more slowly
through every successie wtercal of space

Unhappily this pernicious fartture 15 that nlich an
author 1< least able to discover ' We are seldom tire-
some to ourselses and the act of compositton fills
and delights the mind with change of languge and
succession of nnages  every couplet w hen | praduced
1s new, and novelty 1s the great source of pleasure
Perhaps no man ever thought a line saperfluous when
he first wrote 1t, or contracted Ins work ill Ins ebul-
Iittons of mvention had subsided  And even it he

~ g should
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should controul his desire of immediate renown, and
kecp lus work sne g7ears unpubhished, he w 11l be still
the author, and still 1n danger of deceiving himself:
and 1f he consults us fiiends, he will probably find
men who have more kindness than judgment, or
motre femr to offend than desne to mstiuct.

The tediousness of this poem proceeds not from
the uniformity of the subject, for 1t 1s sufficiently
dwversified, but fiom the continued tenour of the
nanation ; m which Solomon relates the successive
vicissitudes of his own mind, without the intervention
of any other speaker, or the mention of any othe:
agent, unless it be Abra, the reader 1s only to leain
what he thought, and to be told that he thought
wrong. The event of every experiment 1s foreseen,
and therefore the p1rocess 15 not much 1egarded.

Yet the woik 1s fa1 from deseiving to be neglected.
¥e that shall peruse it will be able to mark many
passages, to which he may recur for instruction o1
dehght, many fiom which the poet may learn to
write, and the philosopher to 1eason.

If P11o1’s poetry be geneially considered, his praise
will be that of conectness and industry, 1ather than
of compass of compiehension, o1 activity of fancy.
He never made any effoit of invention. his greater
preces aie only tissues of common thoughts, and his
smaller, which consist of light images or single con-
ceits, are not always his own. 1 have tiaced him
among the Fiench Epigiammatists, and have been
informed that he poached for piey among obscuie
authors The Tluef and Cordelier 1s, 1 suppose,
generally considered as an o1 1iginal production, with
how much justice this Epigram may tell, which was

wiltten
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written by Georgrus Sabinus, 4 poet now httle known
or read, though once the friend of Luther and Me-
lancthon

De Sacerdote Furem consolante

Quidam sacnficus furem comitatus elntem
Huc ub1 dat sontes carmficina necr,

Ne s1s meestus a1t somum conviva Tonantis
Jam cum ceelitibus (51 modo credis) ens

Ille gemens, s1vera miht solatia prebes,
Hospes apud superos sis meus o10, refert

Sacrificus contra  mihi non convivia fas cst
Ducere, Jejunas hac edo Juce nihil

‘What he has valuable he owes to s diligence
and lus judgment  His diligence hns justly placed
him amongst the most correct of the Linghsh poets,
and he was one of the first that resolutely endea-
voured at correctness  He never sacrifices accuracy
to huste, nor mdulges lumself 1 contemptuous neg-
hgence, or impatient 1dleness he lias no careless
Iines, o1 entangled sentiments Ius words are nicely
selected, wnd Ius thoughts tully expanded  If this
part of his character suffers an abatement, 1t must be
from the disproportion of his rhymes which have
not alnays sufficient consonance, and from the ad-
mission of broken hnes into hus Solomon  but per-
haps he thought like Cowley, that hemistichs ought
to be admitted 1nto heroic poetry

He had apparently such rechitude of judgment
as secured him from eversy thing that approached to
the ndiculous or absurd  but as laus operate 1n civil
agency not to the excitement of virtue, but the re-
pression of wichedness, so judgment mn the opera-

tions
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tions of intellect can. hinder faults, but not produce
excellence. Piior 1s never low, no1 veiy often sub-
hme Itis said by Longinus of Bunipides, that he
forces himself sometimes mto grandcur by violence
of effort, as the lon kindles his fury by the lashes
of his own tail  Whatever Prior obtains above me-
diocrity seems the effort of stiuggle and of toil e
has many vigorous but few happy hnes, he has every
thing by purchase, and nothing by gift, he had vo
nightly visitations of the Muse, no miusions of ~on-
timent or felicities of fancy.

His dictign, however, 1s moie hus own than of ony
among the successors of Dryden, he boitrows nc
lucky turns, or commodious modes of languvare {rom
s predecessors. His phiases a1e o1 1ginad, but they
are sometimes harsh, as he mwhernted no el nels
none has he bequeathed His expiesaon b 4
mark of laborious study, the line scidom sc - to
have been formed at once, the words did 1 ¢t (e
till they were called, and were then put by corsuant
into their places, where they do thewr duty, Luw do

~itsullenly In his greater compositions thiere mav be
P Yy

found more rigid stateliness than graceful dignity

Of versification he was not neghgent what he re-
ceived fiom Dryden he did wot lose, neither did he
mcrease the difficulty of witting by unnecessary se-
verity, but uses Triplets and Alexandimes without
seruple. Inhus Preface to Solomon he proposes some
improvements by extending the sense iom one
couplet to another, with variety of pauses. This he
has attempted, but without success; his nter upted
Imes are unpleasing, and his sense as less distinct 1s
Tess striking.

He
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He has altered the Stanza of Spenser, as a house
15 altered by bmlding another n 1ts place of « differ-
ent form With how httle resemblance he has
formed his new Stanza to that of lus master, these
specimens will shew

SPENSTR

She flying fast from Heaven s hated face,
And from the world that her discover d wide,
Fled to the wasteful wilderness apace,
From Living eyes her open shame to hude,
And lurk d 1n rocks and caves long unespy’d
But that fair crew of kmights, and Una fair,
Did 1n that castle afterwards abide,
‘To rest themselves, and weary powers repair,
Where store they found of all, that danty was and rare

PRIOR

To the close rock the frighted raven flies,
Soon as the nsing eagle cuts the aw
The shaggy wolf unseen and trembling hes,
‘When the hoarse roar proclaims the lion near
1l starr d did we our forts and lines forsahe,
To dare our British focs to open fight
Our conquest we by stratagem should make
Our triumph had been founded 1n cur flight
"T1s ours by craft and by suiprise to gain
'Tis thews, to meet 1n arms, and battle mn the plan

By this new structure of his hines he has avorded
difficulties, nor am I sure that he has lost any of
the power of pleasing but he no longer imutates
Spenser

Some of Ius poems are written without regularity
of meacure, for, when he commenced poet, he had

not
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not recovered fiom our Pindarick infatuation; but
he probably Iived to be convinced, that the essence
of verse 1s order and consonance.

His numbers are such as meie diligence may at-
tain ; they seldom offend the ear, and seldom sooth
it, they commonly want airness, hghtness, and
facility ; what 1s smooth, is not soft. Iis verses
always roll, but they seldom flow.

A survey of the hfe and wiitings of Prior may ex-
emplhify a sentence which he doubtless understood
well, when he read Horace at hus uncle’s ; “ the ves-
sel long retams the scent which 1t first receives”
In Ius private relanation he revived the tavern, and
in his amorous pedantry he exlnbited the college.
But on higher occasions and nobler subjects, when
habit was overpowered by the necessity of reflection,
he wanted not wisdom as a statesman, or elegance as
a poet,

CON-
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WILLIAM CONGREVL descended from a fa-
mily i Staffordshire, of so great antiquity that it
clamms a place among the few that extend their hine
beyond the Norman Conquest and was the son of
William Congreve, second son of Richard Congreve,
of Congieve and Stratton  He visited, once t least,
the residence of his ancestors, and, I believe, more
places than one are shll shewn, 1n groves and gar-
dens, where he 1s related to have wntten lus Old
Bachelor

Neither the time nor plice of lus birth are cer-
tanly Loown  1f the mserption upon Ins monu-
ment be true, he was bornn 1672 Tor the place
1t was said by himself, that he owed huis nativity to
Lngland, and by every body else that hie was born 1n
Ireland  Southern mentioned him with sharp cen-
sure, a5 a2 men that meanly disowned his natwve
country  The biographers assign his natiity to
Bardsa, near Leeds in Yorhshire, from the account
gwen by lumself, as they suppose, to Jacob

To
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1

To doubt whether a man of eminence has told the
truth about his own birth, 1s, m appearance; to be
very deficient 1n candour; yet nobody can live long
without knowmg that falsehoods of convemence or
vanity, falsehoods from which no evil immediately
visible ensues, except the general degradation of
human testimony, are very hghtly uttered, and once
uttered are sullenly suppoited. Boileau, who desired
to be thought a rngorous and steady moralist, having
told a petty lie to Lewis XIV contitued 1t after-
waids by false dates, thinking himself obhiged in
fionour, says his admirer, to maintamn what, when
he said 1t, was so well received.

Wherever Congreve was born, he was educated
first at Kilkenny, and afterwards at Dublin, his fa-
ther having some military employment that stationed
him in Ireland but, after having passed through
the usual preparatory studies, as may be reasonably
supposed, with gieat celenty and success, hus father
thought 1t pioper to assign lum a profession, by
which something might be gotten, and about the
time of the Revolution sent him, at the dge of six-
teen, to study law m the Middle Temple, where he
lived for several years, but with very httle attention’
to Statutes or Reports,

His disposition to become an author appeared
very early, as he very ealy felt that force of 1magi-
nation, and possessed that copiousness of sentiment,
by which intellectual pleasuie can be given. His
first performance was a novel, called Incognita, or
Love and Duty reconciled : 1t's praised by the bio-
graphers, who quote some part of the Pieface, that

15,
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15, mdeed, for such 2 time of hfe, uncommonly ju-
dicious 1 would rather pruse 1t than read it

His first dramatich labour was e OId Bachelor,
of wlnch he says, m lus defence ngamst Coller,
# that comedy was written, s scu.r‘\l Lknow, <otne
# years before 1t was acted  When I wroteat, I had
« little thoughts of the stage  but did 1t, to amuse
« myself 1 a slow recovery from 2 fit of sichness
¢ Afterwards, through my indiscretion, 1t was <cen,
« and m some little time more 1t was 1cted and I,
¢ through the remunder of my ndiscretion, suf
¢ fered my <elf to be drann into the prosccution of a
¢ difficult and thankless study, and to be myolved
1n 1 perpetun] war wath hnwes and fools

There scems to be 1 strange affect ition 1 authors
of appewrmg to have done every thing by chance
The Old Bachelor was written for tmusement, m
the languor of comvalescence Yt it 1s apparently
composed with great elaborateness of dinlogue, and
meessant ambition of wit  [he age of the wnter
considered, 1t 15 mdeed a very wonderful per-
formance for, whenever wnitten, 1t was acted (1693)
when he was not more than twenty-one years old,
and was then recommended by Mr Dryden, Mi
Southern, and VIr Maynwatmg Dryden sud, that
he never had seen such a first play  but they fonnd
it deficient 1 some things requisite to the success
of its exhibition, and by their greater experience
fitted 1t for the stage  Southern used to relate of
one comedy, probably of this, that, when Congreve
read 1t to the players, he pronounced 1t so wretchedly,
that they had almost rejected 1t but they were
afternards <o well persunded of its excellence, that,

for
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for half a year before 1t was acted, the manager
allowed 1ts anthor the privilege of the honee,

Few plavs have «ver buen so benchenl to the
writer: forat procurcd him the patronnee of Iln-
hfax, who immediately made hun one of the com-
misstonets for licensmg coaches, and o atier gave
Jum a place m the prpe-office, and another 1 the
customs of «ix hundred pounds a year  Congrionds
comversation must <arely hove been at least equadly
pleasimg with his writings,

Such a comedy, wrtten ot ench an age, requires
some consideration  As the hghtor <pecies of dra-
matick poetry professes the wumstation of common
hife, of real manners, and daly aidents, it apparently
presupposes a fambian knowledsze of many charac-
ters, and exact obeenvation of the pasang woild;
the dufficulty therefore 1, to concerve how this know-
ledge can be obtamed by a boy.

But of The Old Bacheln be more nearly exa-
mined, 1t will be found to be one of those comedies
which may be made by a mind vigorous and acute,
and furnished with conucl characters by the perusal
of other poets, without much actual comnerce with
mankind The dialogue 15 one constant reciprocation
of conceits, or clash of wit, m which nothing flows
necessarily fiom the occasion, or 15 dictated by na-
ture. The chaacters both of men and women are
either fictitious and artificial, as those of Iem tacell
and the ladies, o1 casy and common, as /7 ttol a
tame 1diot, Bluff'a swaggenng cowad, and Fondle-
wife a jealous puritan; and the catastiophe arises
from a mistake not vary probably produced, by
marrymg a woman in a mask.

Yet
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Yet thus gay comedy, when all these dedactions
are made, will still remain the work of very powerful
and fertile frculties  the dialogue 15 quich and spark-
ling, the ncidents such s seize the attentin, and
the wit so exuberant that 1t “ oer-informs its tenc-
““ ment

Next year he gave another specimen of his abi-
Iities 1 The Double Dealer, which was not received
with equd! hindness  He writes to lus patron the
lord Hahfax 4 dedication, m winch he endewours
to reconcile the reader to that winch found few
friends among the audience These apologies are
always useless  * de gustibus non est disputindum,”
men may be convinced, but they cinnot be pleased,
agamst thetr will  But, though taste 1s obstinate, 1t
s very varable and time often prevails when argu-~
ments have failed

Queen Mary conferred upon both those plays the
honour of her presence and when she died, soon
after, Congreve testified s gratitude by a despicable
effusion of elegiac pastoral a composition 1n which
all 1s unnatural and vet nothing 1s new

In another yea (169,) his prolifick pen produced
Love for Lore 2 comedy of nearer allinnce to Iife,
and exhibiting more real manners than either of the
former The character of Foresight was then com-
mon  Dryden calculated nativities both Cromwell
and hing'William had their luchy days  and Shaftes-
bury himself, though he had no religton, was said
to regard predicttons  The Satlor 1s not accounted
very natural, but be 1s very pleasant

With ths play was opened the New Theatre,
under the direction of Betterton the tragedian v here

he
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he exhibited two years afterwaids (1687) Zhe Mourn-
ing Bride, a tragedy, so written as to shew him suf-
ficiently qualified for either kind of diamatick poetry-.

In this play, of which, when he afterwards 1evised
it, he 1educed the versification to gieater regulanity,
there 1s moie bustle than sentiment, the plot 1s busy
and 1nticate, and the events take hold on the atten-
tion, but, except a very few passages, we aie rather
amused with noise, and perplexed with stiatagém,
than enteitained with any tiue dchneation of natural
characters This, however, was received with more
benevolence than any other of Ius works, and still
continues to be acted and applauded.

But whatever objections may be made either to
his comick o1 hiagick excellence, they aie lost at
once m the blaze of admnation, when it 1s rememn-
bered that he had produced these fomr plays before
he had passed his iwenty-fifth yea, before other
men, even such as are some time to shime mm emi-
nence, have passed then probation of hiteiatuie, or
presume to hope for any other notice than such as
1s bestowed on diligence and enquiry. Among all
the effoits of eaily genius which hterary history re-
coids, I doubt whether any one can be produced
that moie surpasses the common lhmits of natwe
than the plays of Congieve.

About this time began the long-contiued contro-
versy between Collier and the poets. In the reign
of Charles the Fnst the Puritans had raised a violent
clamow against the diama, which they considered
as an entertainment not lawful to Christians, an opi-
mon held by them 1n common with the church of
Rome; and Prynue pubhished Histrio-mastiz, a huge
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volume, m which stage-playvs were censured  The
outrages d crimes of the Punitans brought aftcr-
wards their whole sy stem of doctrine into disrepute,
and from the Restoration the poets and pliyers were
left at quet for to have molested them would hwe
had the rppearance of tendency to purtamcal ma-
hgmty
This danger, howeser, was worn mny by time
and E‘ﬂl‘,"ﬁ 1 fierce awd impliwcable Nen juror,
knew that an atireh upon the theatre would never
make lnm suspected for 1PPunitan he therefore(1698)
published A skort I'icw of the Immorality and Py o-
Janeness of the Dnglisk Stage, 1 believe with no
other motue than religious zeal and honest indigna
tion Xe was formed for 1 controvertist, with sufh-
cient learning, with diction vcicment and pomnted,
though often vulgar and ncorrect  with uncon
querable pertinierty - with wat i the highest degree
Teen wnd sweastich  and with all those powers ca-
alted and mvigorated by just confidence m Ins cause
Thus qualified, and thus meited, he walked out
to battle, and assuled at once most of the lning
siriters, from Dryden to D Urfey  Iis onset was
violent thosepassages, which winle they stood single
had prssed with hittle notice, when they were acen-
mulated and exposed together, cxated horror  the
wise and the pious caught the alwrm, and the nation
wondered why 1t had so long suffered irreh,ion and
licentiousness to be openlv taught at the publicl
charge
Notlung now remamed for the poets but to resist
orfly  Drydens conscience, or lus prudence, angry
as he was, withheld lim from the confliet Con-

greve
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greve and Vanbrugh attempted answers. Congreve,
a very young man, elated with success, and impatient
of censure, assumed an an of confidence and security.
His cluef artifice of controveisy 1s to retort upon his
adversmy his own words. he 1s very angiy, and,
hoping to conquer Collier with lus own weapons,
allows himself 1n the use of every term of contumely
and contempt, but he has the sword without the
aim of Scanderbeg, he has his antagonist’s coarse-
ness, but not his strength. Collier 1eplied ; for con-
test was his dehight: he was not to be frighted trom
Ius purpose or his prey.

‘I'he cause of Congieve was not tenable, what-
ever glosses he might use for the defence or pal-
hiation of single passages, the general tenour and
tendency of lus plays must always be condemned.
It 1s acknowledged, with umversal conviction, that
the perusal of his works will make no man better;
and that their ultimate effect 1s to represent pleasure
m alhance with vice, and to relax those obhgations
by which hfe ought to be regulated.

The stage found other advocates, and the dispute
was protiacted through ten years: but at last Comedy
grew more modest: and Collier lived to see there-
ward of his labour m the reformation of the theatre.

Of the powers by which this important victory
was achieved, a quotation from Love jfor Love, and
the remark upon 1t, may afford a specimen :

Sir Samps. ¢ Sampson’s avery good name; for your
“ Sampsons were strong dogs from the beginning.”

Angel. « Have a carc If you remember, the
“ strongest Sampson of your name pulled an old

“ house over his head at last.”
¢ Here

AN
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& Here you he the Sacred Histors burle qued
« and Sunpson onee more brou it into the house of
¢ Dhgon, to mihe port for the Plulistines!

Congrave s hist play was Lhe Hayof the o ld
whieh, though s he hints m his dedication st was
written with great Lihour and much thou lit, wis
reccived with so bittle faour, that, bang m 1 Ingh
degree offanded and di gusted, he resolved to commut
s quict and Ins £ me no mor to the epriees of an
adienee

Irom tins time Ins hifc ccreed to the publich e
Ined for hnnsdf md for lus friends wnd amongs Inis
friends w 1vable to nunc (very man of s ttmey hom
vt and degmee Ind 1 used to reputation It may be
therctore rea omibly upposad that hus manners werc
polite, wd s convarsation plarsimg

I{c wums not to have tahen much plewsure in
wniti,, 1< he contnbutad nothing to the Spectator,
wd onh one paper to the Tatler, thou h pubhished
by men with whom lic nnght be suppo cd willing, to
as ocrate  and though he Ived many years after the
publicition of lns Misedllincous Poenis, et he nddud
noth,, to thany, but Iived on i hiterary mdolence
anzacd mno controversy, contendin,, with no rual,
nuther obieiting, flattery by publicl, commendations,
nor provohing enmity by malignant cntiasm, but
passing lus time amony, the greit and splendid, m
the plead cnjov ment of s fame and fortune

Hwing owed s fortunc to Tlahf, lic continued
always of tus patrons party, but, s 1t teems, with-
out violence or ciimony,  and bis firmncss was nn-
turally estecmed, as lus abilities were reverenced
His secunity therctore was neyérviolated  and when,

Vo X [¢] upon
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upon the extrusion of the Wiigs, some inteicession
was used lest Congieve should be displaced, the car]
of Oxford made this answer

¢ Non obtusa adeo gestamus pectora Peent,
¢ Nee tam aveisus equos Tyid sol jungit ab mbe ”

He that was thus honouied by the adverse party
might naturally expect to be advanced when lus
fiiends 1eturned to power, and he was accordingly
made secietary for the island of Jamaica, a place, I
suppose, without t1ust o1 care, but which, with lus
post 1n the customs, 1s said to have afforded Inm
twelve hundied pounds a year.

His honouts were yet fa greater than hus piofits.
Every writer mentioned him with 1espect, and,
among other testimonies to his ment, Steele made
him the patron of Ins Miscellany, and Pope mscribed
to him Ius tianslation of the Ihad.

But he tieated the Muses with ingratitude, for,
having long conveised famiharly w1th the great, he
wxshed to be considered rather as a man of fashion
than of wit, and, when he 1eceived a visit fiom
Voltane, disgusted him by the despicable foppery
of desning to be considered not as an author but a
gentleman, to which the Fienchman 1eplhed, « that
“1f he had been only a gentleman, he should not
“ have come to visit him ”

In his 1etirement he may be supposed to have
applied himself to books; for he discovers more lite-
1ature than the poets have commonly attamed. But
his studies were 1n lus latter days obstructed by ca-
taracts n his eyes, which at last terminated mn blind-
ness. This melancholy state was aggravated by the

gout,
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gout, for which he sought relief by a journey to
Bath, but, bemg overturned n his chariot, com-
planed from that time of a pamn 1n his side, and died,
at hus house 1n Surrey street th the Strand, Jan 29,
1728-9  Having lan 1n state m the Jerusalem-
chamber, he was buried 1 Westmmnster-abbey,
whele 1 monument 1s erected to lus memory by
Henrtetta dutchess of Mailborough, to whom, for
reasons etther not known or not mentioned, he be-
queathed a legacy of about ten thousand pounds

the accumulation of attentive parsimony, winch,
though to her superfluous and useless, mmght have
gien great assistance to the ancient famly from
which he descended, at that time by the imprudence
of his relation reduced to difficulties and distress

[ ¥4 CON-
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CONGREVE has menit of the highest kind, he
is an ongmal writer, who boirowed neither the mo-
dels of Ius plot no1 the mammer of his dialogue Ol
Ius plays I cannot <peak distinetly , for, smee I'in-
spected them many years have passad, but what
1emams upon my memoy 15, that hus characters are
commonly fictitious and artifictal, with very httle of
nature, and not much of hfe e formed a pecuha
wdea of comick excellence, wlich he <upposed to
consist 1 gay 1emarks and uneipected answes,
but that which he endeavoured, he seldom failed ot
petfoommeg.  His scenes exlibit not much of hu-
mour, 1magely, ot passion. lus personages are a
_kmd of mtellectual gladiators; every sentence 1s to
waid or sirihe; the contest of smaitness 1s never
mteimitted , his wit 1s a meteor playing to and fio
with alternate coruscations  ITis comedies have
theiefore, in some degree, the operation of trage-
dies, they smiprice rather than dnet, and 1aise
admuation oftener than mernment. But they ame
the works of a mind 1eplete with 1mages, and quick
m combination

Of his nuscellaneous poetry I cannot say any
thing very favomable The powels of Congieve seem
to desert him when he leaves the stage, as Antweus
was no longer strong than when he could touch the
ground It cannot be observed without wonder, that
a mind so vigoious and fertile in diamatick compo-
sitions should on any other occasion discover nothing
but mmpotence and poverty. He has in these httle

preces
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pteces neither elevation of fancy, selectton of lan-
guage, nor shill 1n versification  yet, 1f I were re-
quired to select from the whole mass of Inglish
poetry the most poetical paragraph, I hnow not what
1 could prefer to an exclamation i 7 /e Mowr ung
Bide

ALMERIA
It »as a fancy d noise, for all 1s Iush d

LEONORA
1t bore the accent of a human voice

ALMERIA
It was thy fear, or clse some transient wind
Wihisthng thro hollows of this vaulted 1sle
We Il hsten—

LEONORA
Hark!
ALMERIA
No, all 15 hush d and still as death — Tis dreadful!
How reverend 1s the face of thus tall pile,
Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads,
To bear aloft 1ts arch d and ponderous roof,
By 1ts own weight made stedfast nd immoy able,
Looking tranquilhity ! It stril es an ane
And terror on my aching sight  the tombs
And monumental caves of death look cold,
And shoot a clulness to my trembling heart
Give me thy hand, and let me hear thy voice ,
Nay, quickly speal to me, and let me hear
Thy voice-—my own affrights me with its cchoes

He who reads these lines enjoys for a moment the
powers of a poet he feels what he remembers to
have felt before  but he feels 1t with great increase

of
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of sensibility , he 1ecogmizes a famihar image; but
meets 1t again amphfied and expanded, embellished
with beauty, and enlaiged with majesty.

Yet could the authoi, who appeais here to have
enjoyed the confidence of Natuie, lament the death
of queen Mary m lines like these.

The 10cks aie cleft, and new-descending 1lls

Fuirow the brows of all th’ impending alls

The water-gods to floods then 111y ulets turn,

And each, with streaming eyes, supphies his wanting
wmn

The Fauns foisake the woods, the Nymphs the grove,

And 10und the plain m sad distiactions 10ve

In prickly biakes then tender limbs they tear,

And leave on thoins then locks of golden hair

With then shaip nails, themsels cs the Saty1s wound,

And tug then shaggy beards, and bite with guef the
ground

Lo Pan himself, beneath a blasted oak,

Dejected lies, hus pipe 1 preces bioke.

See Pales weeping too, m wild despan,

And to the piercing winds her bosom bare

And see yon fading myrtle, wheire appears

The Queen of Love, all bath’d 1n flowing tears,

See how she wrings hex hands, and beats her bicast,

And tears ho useless gndle {from her waist!

Hear the sad muimurs of her sighing doves !

For guef they sigh, forgetful of their loves

And, many yeas after, he gave no proof that
time had mmproved his wisdom o1 his wit, for, on

the death of the marquis of Blandfoid, this was Ius
song .

And now the wmds, which had so long been still,
Began the swelling air with sighs to fill,
The
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The water nymphs, who motionless rem-un d,

Like mnages of ice, while she complan d,

Now loos d therr streams 15 when descending rans
Roll the steep torrents headlong o er the pluns

The prone creation who so long had gaz’d,

Charm d with her cries, and at her griefs amaz d,
Began to roar and howl with horrid yell,

Dismal to hear, and terrible to tell !

Nothing but grows and sighs were heard around,
And Echo multiplied each mournful sound

In both these funeral poems, when he has yelled out
many syllables of senscless dolour, he distusses Ins
redder with senseless consolation  from the grave of
Pastora rises a hght that forms a star and where
Amaryllis wept for Amy ntas, from every tear sprung
up 1 violet

But William 1s bus hero, and of William he milt
sing

‘The hovermg winds on downy wings shall wat around,

And catch, and waft to forerg,n lands, the flying sound

It cannot but be proper to shew what they shall have
to catch and carry

Twas now, when flowery lanns the prospect made,
And flowing, brooks beneath a forest shade,
A lowing hetfer, lovchest of the herd,
Stood feeding by  whilc two fierce hulls prepar d
Their armed heads for fiht, by fate of war to prove
The victor worthy of the fur ones love
Unthought presage of what met nest my yiew
TYor soon the shady scenc withdrew
And now, for woods, and fields, wd springing flowers,
Behold a town anse, bulwark d with walls and Jofty

towers,

Two
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Two 1nal avmues all the plam o’ erspread,

Toach n battalia 1ang’d, and <himg avms array’o s
With cagar eves beholding both from far

Namur, the prize and nusticss ol the wa

The Birth of the Muse y a mierable fiction.
Onc good hne 1t has. which was boniowud from
Diyden.  The concluding verses mie, these -

This smd, no morcremun’d  Th' ethenel host
Agamn impatient ctowd the crystal coast
The father, now, within s spacious hands,
Encompass'd all the mmgled mase of se1s and lands,
And, having heav'd alof. the pondarous <phare,
He launch’d the world to float in ambient aw

Of s miegular poems, that to Mrs Arahella
Hunt seems 1o be the best s ode for St Ceethas
Day, however, has some hnes which Pope had
his mind when he wiote his own

His mmitations of Hotace aie feebly paraphias-
tical, and the additions w hich he makes are of hittle
value. He sometimes setams whet weie more pro-
perly omitted, as when he talks of zervain and gums
to propitiate Venus

Of his tianslations, the satne of Juvenal was
written very early, and may therefoie be forgiven,
though 1t have not the massiness and vigour ot the
original. Inall his versions stiength and sprightliness
aie wantmg s Hymn to Venus, fiom Homer, 15
perhaps the best  His lines are weakened with ex-
pletives, and his 1thymes aie fiequently unperfect

His petty poems aie seldom woi th the cost of cniti-
cism, somethimes the thoughts me false, and some-
times common. In his veises on lady Gethn, the

latter
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Iatter part 1s m 1mutation of Drydens ode on Mrs
Iulligren  and Douss, that has been so lnvishly flat-
tered bv Steele, has indeed some lively stanzas, but
the evpression mught be mended and the most
stuking pait of the character had been alrendy shewn
m Lovejb: Lore ( His 112 of Pleasing 1s founded
on a vulgar but perhaps 1mpr'\ct1c1ble principle,
and the stalcncss of the =ense 1s not concealed by
any novelty of 1llustration or elegance of diction

This tissue of poetry, fiom which he secms to
have hoped 1 lasting nam, s totally neglected, and
known only s 1t appended to Jus plys
» While comedy or while tingedy 1s regarded, his
plys are likely to be read but, except what re-
lates to the stage#, I hnow not that he hisever wnit-
ten a stwnza that 1s sung, or a couplet that 15 quoted
I'he géneril character of Ins Miscellames 1s, that
they shewiIittle wit and little virtue

Yet to him 1t must be confessed, that we are m
debted for the correction of a national erro1, and for
the cute of our Pmdarih madne s Ile fir t taught
the Lnghsh writers that Pindars odes were regulu
and though certamly he ‘had not the fire requistte
for the hugher species of Iyrie! poetry, he has shewn
us, that enthusiasm has 1ts rules, and that m mere
confuston there 1s neither giace nor grentness

! 4 ]
¥ Txcept! Dr Warton exclalms  Is not tlus a1 high sott

of poetry?  He mentions likewse that Congreves Opera or

Oratorio of Semele was set to musich by Handel, I belese in

1743 © )

BLACK-
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BT.ACKMOR K.

SIR RICHARD BLACKMORE is one of those
men, whose writings have attracted much notice,
but of whose hfe and manners very little has been
communicated, and whose lot 1t has been to be much
oftener mentioned by enemies than by friends.

He was the son of Robert Blackmore of Corsham
in Wiltshire, styled by Wood Gentleman, and sup-
posed to have been an attorney. Having been for
some time educated 1n a country school, he was sent
at thnteen to Westmnster, and 1in 1668 was entered
at Edmund-Hall m Osfoid, where he took the de-
giee of M A June 3, 1676, and resided thirteen
yeais, a much longer time than 1t 1s usual to spend
at the nmiversity , and which he seems to have passed
with very little attention to the business of the place,
for, m his poems, the ancient names of nations or
places, which he often mtioduces, are pronounced
by chance He afterwards travelled. at Padua he
was made doctor of Physick; and, after having wan-
dered about a year and a half on the Contment, re-
turned home,

In
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In some part of his Iife, 1t 15 not known when,
Ins ndigence compelled him to teach a school, an
humiliation with which, though 1t certainly lasted
but a httle winle, his enemies did not forget to re-
proach him, when he became conspicuous enough
to exaite malevolence and let 1t be remembered for
Is honour, that to have been once = schoolmaster 15
the only reproach which all the perspicacity of ma-
Iice, ammated by wit, has ever fixed upon his pri-
vate hife

When he first engaged 1 the study of physick,
he enquired, s he says, of Dr Sydenham, what
authors he should rend, wnd was directed by Syden-
ham to Don Quinote  “ whach, ' said he, “1s a very
“ good book Treadt stll  The perverseness of
manhind makes 1t often mischievous 1n men of emi-
nence to give wiy to meiniment the 1dle and the
iliterate will long shelter themselves under thus
foolish apophthegm

Whether he rested <atisfied wath this direction,
or sought for better, he commenced physician, and
obtained high emmence and extensive practice He
became Iellow of the College of Physicians, April 12,
1687, bemg one of the thirty which, by the new
charter of hing James, were added to the former
Fellows  Ihis residence was in Chenpade *, and
his friends were chiefly m the aity In the early
part of Blachmores time, a cihzen w1s a term of
reproach and his place of abode was another topick
to which his adversaries had recourse, 1n the penury
of scandal

i, ¥ AtSadlers Hall
Black-
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Blackmore, therefore, was made a poet not by
necessity but meclination, and wrote not for a live-
lihood but for fame; or, if he may tell his own
motives, for a nobler puipose, to engage poetry mn
the cause of Vntue.

I beheve 1t 1s peculiar to him, that Tis first pub-
lic work was an heroick poem. He was not known
as a maker of verses till he pubhished (in 1695)
Prince Arthur, m ten books, written, as he relates,
“ by such catches and starts, and 1 such occasional
“ uncertamn hous as his profession afforded, and for
* the greatest part i coffee-houses, or 1n passing up
“ and down the streets.,” For the latter part of this
apology he was accused of writing ¢ to the rumbling
“of ns chaiot-wheels” He had 1ead, he says,
“ but httle poetry throughout lus whole life; and
“ for fifteen years before had:not written an hundred
“ veises, except one copy of Latin verses m piaise
 of a fizend’s book”

"He thinks, and with some reason, that fiom such
a peiformance perfection cannot be expected, but
he finds another reason fo1r the seveiity of his cen-
swiers, which he expiesses in language such as
Cheapside easily fuimshed I am not fiee of the
“ Poets Company, having never kissed the goveinor’s
“ hands: mme 1s therefoie not so much as a per-
“ mussion-poem, but a downright interloper  Those
“ gentlemen who catiy_on their poetical tiade 1n a
¢ Jomt-stock, would certainly do what they could to
“ sink and 1um an unlicensed adventurer, notsvith-
* standing I disturbed none of their factories, nor
¢ imported any goods they have ever dealt n.” He

had lived 1n the city till he had learned 1ts note.
That
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That Prince Arthur found many readers 15 cer-
tan  for m two years 1t had three editions 2 very
uncommon nstance of favourable reception, at
time when hiter1ry curiosity was yet confined to par-
ticular classes of the nation  Such success natarally
ra1 ed ammosity and Denns attached 1t by = formal
criticism, more tedious and disgusting than the work
which he condemmns  To this censure may be opposed
the approbation of Loche and the admiration of
Molmeu, wlich are found m their printed Letters
Molineux 1s particularly dehghted with the song of
Blopas, which 1s therefore subjomed to this narrative

1t 15 vemarl ed by Pope, that what ¢ raises the
< hero, often sinks the man  Of Blackmore 1t
may be saud, that, as the poet sihs, the man ises,
the antmads e1s1ons of Dennis, nsolent and contemp
tuous as they were, raised 1n fum no mmplacable re-
sentment he and his eritich were afterwards friends
and 1n one of his latter works he praises Denuis as
¢ equal to Boileau m poetry, and superior to Inm m
¢ cnitical abilities ’

He seems to have been more delighted with prase
than pamed by censure, and, nstead of slachening,
quichened Ins career  Having in two years produced
ten books of Prince Arthur, in two yews more
(1697) he <ent mto the world King Arthw n
twelve The provocation was now doubled, and the
resentment of wity and critichs may be supposed to
have mcreased n proportion  He found, however,
advantages more than equualent to all their outrges,
he was this year made one of the physicians in or-
tmary to khing Wilhlam  and adsanced by Inm to

the
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the honour of kmghthood, with the present of a gold
cham and a medal

The maligmty of the wits attubuted Ins Kmght-
hood to lus mew poem, but king Wilham was not
very studious of poetiy ; and Blackmore perhaps had
other ment, for he says, in lis dedication to A4/ ed,
that <« he had a gieater pauit in the succession of the
“ house of Hanover than ever he had boasted.”

‘What Blackmoic could contribute to the Succes-
ston, orwhat he imagined himself to have contributed,
cannot now be known. ‘That he had been of con-
stderable use, I doubt not but he believed, for I hold
him to have been very honest, but he might easily
make a false estunate of his own mmpoitance: those
vhom thew vntue restiams fiom decerving others,
aie often disposed by their vamity to decewve them-
selves Whether he promoted the Succession or not,
he at least approved 1it, and adhered mvariably to lns
principles and paity thiough lis whole Iife.

s ardour of poetry still continued, and not
long after (1700) he published 4 Paraphi asc on
the Book of Job, and other paits of the Sciipture.
This peirformance Dryden, who puisued him with
gieat mahgnity, lived long enough to ridicule 1n a
Prologue

The wits easily confedeiated aganst hum, as Dry-
den, whose favow they almost all cowited, was lus
professed adveisary He had besides given them
reason for resentment, as, m s Preface to Prince
Artha ,he had said of the Diamatick Writers almost
all that was alleged afterwaids by Collier, but
Blackmore’s censure was cold and general, Colher’s

was
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was personal and ardent Blachmore taught Ius
reader to dislihe what Colhier mcited hum to abhor

In his Preface to Aing Arthur be endewoured
to gain at least one friend, and propitiated Congreve
by higher praisc of lus Mowt mng Bride than at has
obtamed from any other critich

The s1me y ear he publiched 4 Satveon Wit a
proclamation of defiance which umited the poets
1lmost all agminst hum, and winch brought upon
lum lampoons and ridicule from every side  Thus
he doubtless foresaw, and evidently despised, nor
should his digmty of mind be without its pruse,
hd he not paid the homage to greatness which he
denied to genius, and degraded lumself by conferring
that thority over the nattonal taste, whicl he takes
fiom the poets, upon men of high rank nd wide
mfluence, hut of less wit and not greater virtue

Here 15 again discovered the mhabitant of Cheap-
side, whose head cannot I eep lus poetry unmmgled
with trade  To hinder that mtellectual bankruptey
which he affects to fear, he will erect a Banl jfor
TPt

In tins poem he justly censured Drydens impu-
rities, but praised his poners though m a subce-
quent edition he retamed the satire, and omitted the
prase  'What was hus terson I hnow not  Dryden
was then no longer m his way

His head still teemed with heroich poetry and
(1705) he published Eliza, m ten books X am
afraid that the world was now weary of contending
about Blackmore s heroe , for 1 do not remember
that by any author, serious or comienl, I have found
Ehza etther prused or blamed  She * dropped,

as
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as 1t scems,  dead-boin fiom the press” Tt is
never mentioned, and was never seen by me il 1
borrowed 1t for the present occasion.  Jacob says,
<1t 15 corrected and 1evised for another impression ,”
but the labom of 1evicion was thiown away

From this time he tuined some of Ins thoughts to
the celebiation ot hving chatacters, and wrote a poem
on the Net-cat Club, and Adeice to the Poets how {o
celebrate the Duke of Marllorough. but onoccasion
of another year of success, thinkig himself quahified
to give moic mstiuwction, he again wiote a poem of
Adeice to @ IFeaver of Tapestr y.  Steele was then
publishing the Tutler , and, looking 10and him for
something at which he nmght laugh. unlvclily hghted
on Su Richard’s wo k. and tieated 1t with such con-
tempt, that, as Fenton obseives, he put an end to the
speetes of w.iters that eave fduice fo FPanfers

Not loag aiter (1712) he published Creation. a
phalosoplical Poem. winch has been by my 1ecom-
mendation mscrted m the late collection  Whoever
Judges of this by any other of Blackmores per-
formances, will do it mymiy. The prase given 1t by
Addison (Spec 339) 1s too well known to be tian-
seribed , but some notice 15 due to the testimony of
Demus, who calls 1t a ¢ plulosophical Poem, which
“ has cqualled that of Lucietius m the beauty of its
¢ versification. and mfimtely swipassed 1t m the soli-
“ dity and stiength of 1ts 1easoning.”

Why an author surpasses himself, 1t 1s natural to
enquie. I have hemd fiom Mr Draper, an emi-
nent bookseller, an account 1ecerved by im fiom
Awmbiese Phihps, © That Blackmore, as he proceeded
“m thus poem, laid lus manusciipt fiom time to

¥ time
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¥ tyme beforea club of wits with whom he associated +
« and that every man contributed, as he could, either
¢ ymprovement or correction  so that, said Philips,
# there are perhaps no where in the book thirty Iines
“ together that now stand as they were origmaliy
* wntten

The relntion of Pinlips, I suppose, was true  but
when Al rexconable 2l credible allowance 1s made
for thits friendly revision, the author will still retan
an ample dnidend of praise  for to him must always
be assigned the plan of the worl , the distribution of
its parts, the choice of topichs, the trun of argu-
ment, and, whatis vet more, the generad predomi-
nnde of plilosoplucal judsment and poctical spirit
Correction <eldomn effccts more than the suppression
of faults 2 happy line, or 1 single elegance, may
perhaps be added  but of a large work the general
character must always remun  the origmal constt
tution can be very little helped by local remedies
mherent and radical dulness will never be much 1n=
vigorated by extimsich immation

This poum, 1f he had written nothing else, would
have transmitted hnn to posterity amony the first 11
vourites of the Linglt I Muse but to mahe verses
was his trmnscend mt pleasure, nd, as he was not de
terred by censurc  he was not satiated with pruse

He devinted however, sometunes into other tracks
of hiteratire, md coudesecndud to entertain hus rea
ders with plain prose W hen the Speetator stopped,
he considered the pohte woild 15 destitute of enter-
tanment and, m concert with D Hughes, who
wrote every third paper, published three tnnes a weel
the Luy Monastery, founded on the supposition that

Vor X P some
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some litera1 y men, whose characters a1e deseribed, had
retired to a house 1n the conntiy to enjoy philosophi-
cal leiswe, and 1esolved to mstruct the publick, by
communicating then disqusitions and amusements.
W hether any 1eal persons were concealed under fic-
titious names, 1s not known  The heio of the club
is onc Mi. Johnson, such a constellation of excel-
lence, that lis chatacter shall not be suppressed,
though there 1s no great genus m the design, nor
skill n the delineation.

“ The first I shall name 1s M1 Johnson, a gentle-
man that onwes to Natuie excellent faculties and an
elevated genius, and to industiy and appheation
¢ many acquned accomphishments. His taste 1s dis-
 tinguishing, just, and delicate* Ins judgment
clear, and lus reason strong, accompanied with an
imagination full of spnit, of great compass, and
stored with 1efined 1deas. He 13 g cutick of the
first 1ank , and, what 1s Ins peculiai ornament, he
15 delivered fiom the ostentation, malevolence, and
supcicilious temper, that so often blemish men of
¢ thatchaiacter  His remaiks result fiom the nature
“and 1eason of things, and are formed by a judg-
* ment flee, and unbiassed by the authonity of those
“ who have lazly followed each other in the same
¢ beaten tiact of thinking, and aie airived only at
“ the reputation of acute g1ammarians and commen-
“ tators, men, who have been copymng one another
“ many hundied yeas, without any impiovement :
“or, if they have ventured faither, have only ap-
“ phed n a mechameal manner the rules of ancient
¢ criticks to modern writings, and with great labour
“ discovered nothing but their own want of judg-

‘ ment
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t ment and capacity  As Mr Johneon penetrates to
« the bottom of his subject, by which means ns ob-
« geryations are solid and natural, as well 1s delicate,
« 50 his design 15 always to bring to light something
s yseful and ornamental whenee his character 1s
 the revere to theirs, who have eminent abihities 1n
“ nsignifieint knowledge, and a great fehety
“ finding out trifles He 1s no less industrious to
¢ search out the merit of an author, than sagacious
“n discernng s errors and defects and takes
¢ more pleasure 1 commending the beauties, than
« exposing the blemishes of 4 laudable writing  like
« Horace, m a long work, he ¢in bear some defor-
“ mmties, and justly Iny them on the unperfection of
 human nature, which 1s mcapable of faultless pro+
“ ducttons  When an excellent Drama appears 1t
# publich, and by 1ts intrinsich vorth attracts 2 gene-
“ ral applause, he 1s not stung with envy and spleen ,
“ nor does he express a savage nature, 1n fastening
“ upon the celebrated author, dwelling upon his
“ imagnary defects, and passing over his conspicuous
“ excellences He treats all writers upon the same
¢ impaitial foottng and 1s not, hke the httle eniticl s,
“ tal en up entircy 1n finding out only the beauties
“ of the ancient, and nothing but the errors of the
“ modern writers  Never did any one express more
* Lindness and good nature to young and unfimished
* authors he promotes thet interests, protects their
“ reputation, extenuates then faults, and sets off their
 virtues, and by his cindour guards them from the
“ <everity of s yjudgment He 15 not hhe those
“ dry enticks, who are morose because they cannot
“ sirite themselves, but 1 himsclf ma ter of a good

P2 “ren
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« yemn 1 poctry ; and thongh he does not often em-
« ploy 1t, y ct he has <ometimes entei tamed his friends
¢« with his unpubh<hed performances ”

The 1est of the Lay Afonls scem to be but fecble
moitals, m comparicon with the gigantic Johnson ;
who yet, with all lie abilities, and the help of the
fiatennuty, could dive the publication but to forty
papers, which were alterwards collected mtoa volume,
and called m the tile oA Sequel to the Spectators.

Some years afteswards (1716 and 1717) he pub-
Iished two volumes of Essays m prose, which can be
commended only as they are written for the highest
and noblest pwmpose, the promotion of rehgion.
Blackmoie’s prose 1s not the prose of a poet, for 1t
1s langwid, sluggish, and hfeless , his diction 1s nei-
ther daing nor exact, us flow nerther 1apid nor easy,
and his pentiods neither smooth not sttong  His ac-
count ol /71 will shew with how lhittle cleainess he
1s content to thik, and how Iittle Ins thoughts are
recommended by lus language

“ As to 1ts efficient cause, 777¢ owes 1its production
“to an extiaoidinary and pecubar temperament in
“ the constitution of the possessor of it, m which 1s
“ found a concuuience of regular and exalted fer-
“ ments, and an afluence of anumal spints, 1efined
¢ and 1ectified to a gieat degice of punity: whence,
“ bemg cndowed with vivacity, brightness, and ce-
“ lerity, as well m thei 1eflections as diect motions,
“ they become pioper mstruments for the sprightly
¢ operations of the mind , by which means the 1ma-
“ gmation can with 'gieat facility range the wide
“ field of Natwe, contemplate an mfinite variety of
“ objects, and, by observing the similitude and dis-

“ agieement
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<« agreement of their several qualities, single out and
< ahsteact, and then sumit and unite, those ideas which
<« will best serve 1ts purpose  Hence bewtiful allu
< sions, surprising metaphors, and admrble senti-
“ ments, are always 1eady at hand and winlc the
¢ faney 1s full of 1mages, collected fiom innumerable
« objects and then different quilities, relations, and
< habitudes, 1t ewn at plewswie dress a common no-
“ tion m a strange but becommg garb by which, s
 before observed, the stme thought will 1ppem a
““new one, to the great delight ind wonder of the
“hearer Whnat we call gemus results from this
“ particular happy complesion 1 the first formation
“of the person that enjoysit, and 1s Natwes gift,
“ but diversified by various specifich characters and
¢ himitations, as 1fs active fire 1s blended 1nd allyed
“ by different proportions of phlegm, or reduced nd
“ regulated by the contrist of opposite feiments
« Therefore, as there happens m the composition of a
“ facetious gemus 1 greater o1 less, thoughshill ap m-
«¢ ferior, degree of judgment aind prudence, one man ot
¢ wit will be varied and distinguished from another »
In these F'ssays he took httle care to propitiate the
wits for he scorns to avert their mn]lcc at the ex~
pence of virtue or of truth
“Several, m ther books, liave many sareastical
¢ and spiteful strol es at rebigion m general wlule
¢ others make themselves plersnt with t e primeiples
¢ of the Christian ~ Of the last kind, this age has
¢ seen 2 most qudacious example 1n the book intitled
“4 Fale of @ Tub  Had this writing been pub-
¢ Iished m 1 Pagan or Popsh nation, who are Justly
¥ ampatient of all idignity offered to the establisled
“ religion
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« 1eligion of their country, no doubt but the author -
¢ would have received the punmishment he deseived,
¢ But the fate of this mmpious buffoon 1s very dif-
« ferent; for m a Protestant kingdom, zealous of
¢ their civil and religious immunities, he has not
“ only escaped affronts and the effects of publick re-
“ sentment, but has been caressed and pationized by
¢« persons of great figure, and of all denommations.
¢ Violent party-men, who differed n all things be-
¢ sides, agreed mn thewr turn to shew paiticular 1e-
% spect and fiiendship to this insolent derider of the
% worship of his country, till at last the 1eputed writer
%15 not only gone off with impunity, but tirumphs
¥ in his digmty and pieferment I do not know
< that any 1nquiry or search was ever made after this
£ wiiting, or that any reward was ever offered for the
¢ discovery of the author, o1 that the infdmous book
¢ was ever condemned to be buintn publick: whe-
“ ther this proceeds fiom the excessive esteemn and
“love that men m power, during the late reigs,
“ had for wit, or thewr defect of zeal and concein
“ for the Christian religion, will be determined best
“ by those who are best acquainted with ther cha-
“ racter.’

In another place he speaks with becoming abhor-
rence of a godless author, who has burlesqued a Pralm.
This author was supposed to be Pope, who pubtished
a reward fo1 any one that would produce the comer
of the accusation, but never demed 1t; and was af-
terwards the perpetual and mcessant enemy of Black-
more

One of his Essays 15 upon the Spleen, which is
treated by him so much to his own satisfaction, that

he
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te has published the same thoughts in the same
words first i the Lay Monastery thenn the Is-
say and then n the Preface to a Medical Treatisc
on the Spleen  One passage, which I haue found
alteady twice, T will here eshibit, because I think 1t
better imagined, and better expressed, than could be
expected from the common tenour of his prose
¢ As the several combmations of splenetich mad
« ness and folly produce an mfinite variety of nregu-
« Jar understanding, so the amicable accommodation
¢ and alhance between <everal virtues and vices pro-
# duce an equal dmersity m the dispositions and
¢ manners of mwhind, whence 1t comes to pass,
¢ that as many mounstrous and absurd productions
¢ are found mn the moral as in the intellectual world
# How surprizing 1s 1t to observe, among the least
¢ culpable men, some whose minds are athacted bv
t Heaven and Larth with a seeming equal force.
#¢ some who are proud of humihity others who are
¢ censortous and uncharitable, yet self-denymg and
¢ devout, some who join contempt of the world
“ with sordid avarice and others who preserve a
“ grent degree of puety, with ill-nature and ungo-
“ verned passions!  Nor e mnstances of this incon-
¢ sistent miature less frequent among bad men, where
“ we often, with admiration <ee persons at once gene-
“ rous and umust, impious lovers of therr country,
“and flagitious heroes, good natured sharpers, mi-
“ moral men of honour, and libertines who will
“ sooner die than change their religton  and though
1t 1s true tht repugnant coalitions of so high a de-
f gree are found but 1 a part of mankind, vet none
“of
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« of the whole mass, either good o1 bad, we entircly
¢« exempted fiom some absurd mivtuie.”

He about this time (Aug 22, 1716) became one
of the Elects of the College of Phy«cians . and was
soon after (Oct 1) chosen Censor. He scems to
have anned late, whatever was the rcacon, at his
medical honoms.

Having <ucceeded so well in his book on (7 eation,
by which he established the great prmciple of all
Religion, he thought his undertaking impes fect, un-
less he hikewise enfoiced the tiuth of Revelation: and
for that purpose added another poem on Redemplion.
He had hikewise wiitien, before us G cation, three
books on the Nature of Mun,

The lovers of musical devotion have always wiched
for a more happy metrical version than they have yet
obtained of the book of Psalme  this wish the prety
of Blackmore led him to gratify, and he produced
(1721) .1 new Iersion of the Fsalms of David, fitt:d
to the Tunes used in Chus ches , which, bemg recomn-
mended by the aichbishops and many bishops, ob-
tamed a licence for its admission mte publick woi-
ship* but no admission has 1t yet obtained, nor fias
1t any night to come where Brady and Tate have got
possession  Blackmore’s name must he added to
those of many others, who, by the same attempt, have
obtained only the praise of \neaning well

He was not yet detened from heioick poetry.
There was another monarch of this 1sland, ‘for he did
not fetch his heroes from foreign countries), whom
he considered as worthy of the Epick Muse, and he
digmfied Alfred (1723) with twelve books  But the
opinion of the nation was now settled ; a hero intio-

duced
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duced by Blichmore was not hikely to find cither re
spect o1 hindness  Alfr ed took lus phce by Llizam
alence and darkness  Benevolence was ashamed to
favour, and Mahice was weary of msultmg  Of lus
four I'pick Pocms, the first had such reputation wnd
pop thanity s enraged the eniticks  the second was at
Jeast hnown enough to be ndiculed  the two Jast had
nerther friends nor enemies

Contempt 1s a 1 1nd of gangrene, which, 1f it serzes
one part of a charcter, corrupts all the rest by de-
grces  Blwkmore, bung despised as 2 poct, was m
time neglected s a physician  lus practice, wiich
s once mvidiously great, forsook him 1n the latter
put of hus hfe, but being by natuie, or by principle,
averse from 1dleness, e employed s unwcleome
leisure I weiting books on phvsich, and teiching
others to cure those whom he could him ¢lf cure no
Ionger I know not whether I exn enumerate all the
treatises by whih he has endcnoured to diffuse the
art of heding for there is sewreddy amy distemper,
of dreadful n1me, which he has not (aught the 1eader
how to oppose  He has written on the smnll-poy,
with 1 veliement mvective agunst moculation  on
consumptions, the spleen, the gout, the rheuinatism,
the king s enl, the dropsy, the juundice, the stone,
the diabetes, and the plague

Of those books, 1f' 1 had re.d them, 1t cou'd not be
expected that I shoull be able to give 2 ertical -
count I have been told that there 1s something
them of vesation and discontent, discovered by
perpetual attempt to deginde physich from 1t subli-
mity, and to represent 1t s attamable without much
previous or concormtant learning By the transtent

glances
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glances which I have thrown upon them, I have ob-
served an affected contempt of the Ancients, and a
supercthous deriston of transmitted knowledge.  Of
thus indecent ariogance the following quotation from
his Preface to the Ticatise on the Small-pox will
aflord a specimen, 1n winch, when the reader finds,
what I fear 15 true, that, when he was censuring
Hippocrates, he did not know the differcnce be-
tween aphorism and apophthegm, he will not pay
much 1egard to his determnations concerning ancient
learming

¢« As for his book of Aphorisms, 1t 15 hike my
¢ Jord Bacon's of the same title, a book of jests, or
¢ a giave collection of tiite and tnfling observations ;
“ of which though many aie true and certam, yet
¢ they sigmfy nothing, and may afford diveision,
“ but no mstruction ; most of them being much m-
“ferior to the saymgs of the wise men of Greece,
“ which yet are so low and mean, that we are en-
“ tertained every day with more valuable sentiments
‘¢ at the table conversation of mngenious and learned
* men.”

I am unwilhng, however, to leave him m total
disgrace, and will theiefoie quote fiom another Pre-
face a passage less repiehensible.

“ Some gentlemen have been disingenuous and
“ unjust to me, by wresting and forcing my meaning,
““ 1n the Preface to another book, as if I condemned
* and exposed all learming, though they knew I de-
“ clared that I gieatly honomed and esteemed all
 men of superior literature and erudition ; and that
“I only undervalued false or supeificial learning,

“ that signifies nothing fo1 the seivice of mankind ;
)  ang,
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and that 1s to physick, I expressly affirmed that
¢ lewning must be jowned with nattve genius to mahe
¢ g physieran of the first ran]  but if those talents
¢ ate separated, 1 asserted, and do still msist, that
¢ g man of native sagacity and diligence will prove 2
“ more able and u«eful practiser, than a heavy no-
# tionl scholar, encumbered with a heap of confused
“ 1deas '

He was not only 1 poet and a physician, but pro
duced Likemiseawork of a different hind, A #11e ¢nd
ympar tial History of the Conspreacy aganst Kung
Wilham, of glorwus Memary, i the Fear 1695
This I have never seen, but suppose 1t at least com-
piled with integrity  He engaged lthewise 1n theo
logical controversy, and wrote two books agamst the
Arwans  Just Preyudices aganst the Aran Hypo-
thests and Modern drians ynmasked  Arother of
lus works 15 Natural Theology, or Moral Duties
considered apar t fiom Positie  with some Obser-
valions on tle D sirableness and Necessity of a su-
pernacnal Revelttign  This was the list book that
he published  He lett behind hum The accomplished
Pieatlier, or an Essay upon Dwme Lloguence
which was prmted after his death by Mr Wiate of
Naylwnd m Fsiey, the mumster who attended his
denth bed and testificd the fervent prety of s last
hrours  He died on the exghth of Octcbe:;, 1729

BLACK-
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BLACKMORE, by the unrenutted ety of the
wits, whom he provohed more by his virtue than Tis
dulness, has been exposed to worse trcatment than
he deserved  IIis name was <o long uced to pomnt
every epigram upon dull wiiters, that it became at
last a bye-word of contempt; but 1t deserves obser-
vation, that malignity takes hold only of his writings,
and that lnus life passed without reproach, even when
Ius boldness of 1eprehension natmally tined upon
him many eyes desnous to espy faults, winch many
tongues would have made haste to pubheli, But those
who could not blame could at least forbeai to praise,
and theiefore of lus private hife and domestic chaiac-
ter there a1e no memouials

As an author he may justly claim the honours of
magnammty. ‘The incessant attacks of Ins encimes,
whether ser10us or men y,aie never discovered to have
disturbed his quiet, or to have lessencd Ins confidence
in himself, they neither awed Inm to silence nor to
caution ; they neither provoked him to petulance,
nor depressed him to complamt  Wihnle the distri-
butors of hiterary fame weie endeavouiing to depre-
ciate and degrade him, he cither despised or defied
them, wiote on as he had wiitten before, and never
turned aside to quiet them by civility, or1epress them
by confutation )

Hedepended with great security on hus own powers,
and perthaps was for that 1eason less diligent m pei-
using books. His Iiteratwie was, I think, butsmall,
What he knew of antiquity, I suspect him to have
gathered fiom modein compilers, but, though he
could not boast of much entical knowledge, his mind

wag
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was stored with general principles, and he left m-
nute researches to those whom he considered as hittle
minds

With this disposition he wrote most of his poems
Having formed 1 magmificent design, he was careless
of particular and subordinate elegnces be studied
no niceties of versification he wated for no fehierties
of fancy but caught lus first thoughts m the first
words tn which they were presented nor does 1t
appear that he saw beyond his own performances, or
had ever elevated his views to that ideal perfection
which every gemus born to excel 1s condemned al-
ways to puisue, and never overtake In the first
suggestions of his imagination he acquiesced he
thought them goed, and did not seek for better
His works may be read 1 long time without the 6c~
currence of a single hine that stands prominent from
the rest

The poem on Creation has, however, the appear-
ance of more circumspection 1t wants neither har-
mony of numbers, accuracy of thought, nor elegapce
of diction 1t has either been wntten with great care,
or, what cunot be imagmed of o long 1 work, with
such felieity as made care less necess iry

Its two constrtuent parts are ratiecination and de~
seription  To reason m verse, 1s alloned to be dif-
ficult  but Blachmore not only reasons 1n verse, but
very often rewsons poetically and finds the art of
uniting ornament with strength, and ease with close
ness  This 15 4 shill which Pope might have con~
descended to learn from him, when he needed 1t so
much m Ius Moral Lscavs

In
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In hus descriptions both of Iife and nature, the poct
and the philosopher happly co-operate, truth 1s
1ecommended by elegance, and elegance sustained
by tiuth.

In the structure and order of the poem, not only
the gieater parts are propeily consecutive, but the
didactick and 1llustrative paragraphs are so happily
mingled, that labour 1s reheved by pleasuie, and the
attention is led on through a long succession of varied
excellence to the o1iginal position, the fundimental
principle of wisdom and of vutve.
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AS theheroick poems of Blachmore are now hittle
read, 1t 1s thought proper to msert, 1s a specimen
from Prince Arthur, the ong of Mopas mentioned
by Molineus

But that wluch Arthur with most pleasure heard
Were noble strams, by Mopas sung the bard,
Who to his harp m lofty verse began,

And through the sccret maze of Nature ran

He the Great Spirit sung, that all things fill 4,
That the tumultuons wves of Chaos still d,
Whose nod dispos d the jarring sceds to peace,
And made the wars of hostile Atoms cease

All Beings, wen frunful Nature find,
Proceeded from the Great Lternal Mind,
Streams of Ins unexhausted sprng of power,
And, cherish d with lus influence, endure

He spread the pure cerulean fields on lgh,

And arch d the chambers of the vaulted sky
Which he to sutt their glory with their height,
Adorn d with _lobes, that reel, as drunk with light.
His hand directed all the tuncful spheres,

He turn & then orbs, and polish d 2l the stars
He fill d the Sun s vast lamp with golden hight,
And bid the silver Moon adorn the night

He spread the airy Ocean without shores,

‘Where irds are wafted with their feather d oars
Then sung the bard how the hight vapows nse
From the warm earth and clond the smiling skies
He sung how some, chlld 1n thewr airy flight,
Fall scatter d down 1 pearly dew by mght,

How some rais d higher, sit in sceret steams

On the refiected ponts of bounding beams,

Till, ehll d with cold, they shade th etherial plamn,
Then on the thirsty earth descend in ran

How
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How some, whose patts a shght contexture show,

Sink hovering through the air, 1n flecey snow ;

How pait 1s spun 1 silken threads, and clings

Entangled 1 the grass mn glewy stings,

How others stamp to stones, with rushing sound

Fall fiom then chrystal quaies to the giound,

How some are laid 1n trans, that kindled fly,

In haimless fires by mght, about the sky,

How some 1n winds blow with impetuous {oice,

And cany 1uin wheie they bend their couise,

While some conspue to form a gentle biceze,

To fan the an, and play among the trees;

How some, cniag’d, grow tubulent and loud,

Pent1n the bowels' of a fiowning cloud,

That ciacks, as if the axis of the woild

Was bioke, and Heaven’s bughttoweiswere downwards
hwml'd

He sung how coaitli’s wide ball, at Joie’s command,

Did .n the midst on auy columns stand ,

And how the soul of plauts, 1n puson held,

And bound with sluggish fetters, lies conceal’d,

Till with the Spun s waim beams, almost releas’d

Tiom the dull weight, with which 1t lay opprest,

Its vigom spreads, and makes the tceming earth

Heave up, and labowm with the sproating birth .

The active spuit fieedom seehs mn vain,

It only worhs and twists a stronger chain,

Uiging 1ts prison’s sides to break a way,

It makes that wider, where *tis forc’d to stay

Till, having foim’d 1ts hiving house, it 1.ars

Its head, and in a tender plant appears,

Hence spiings the oak, the beauty of the giove,

Whose stately tiunk fieice storms can scarcely move

Hence giows the cedar, hence the swelling vine

Does round the elm 1ts purple clusters twine.

-

Hence

1
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Hence painted flowers the smiling gardens bless,
Both with their fragrant scent and gaudy dress
Hence the white Lly 1 full beauty grows,
Hence the blue violet, and blushing rose
He sung how sun beams brood upen the earth,
And 1n the glebe hatch such a numerous birth,
Which way the genial warmth in Summer storms
Turns putrid vapours to 2 bed of worms ,
How ram, transform d by this prolifick power,
Falls from the clouds av amimated shower
He sung the embry o s gronth within the womb,
And how the parts therr various shapes assume,
With what rare art the wondrous structure s wrought,
From onie crude mass to such perfectiod brought,
That no part useless, none msplac d we see,
None are forgot, and more would monsttous be.*
s

T + ' '

-
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FINTON.

J. HE bievity with which T am to write the ac-
count of ELIJAH FENTON, 1s not the effect of
mdifference o1 néghgence I 'have sought intelhigence
among his relations 1 his native country, but have

not obtaned 1t.
He was born near Newecastle in Staffordshire, of an

antient family #, whose estate was very considerable :
but

# He was born at Shelton, near Newcastle, May 20, 1683,
and was the youngest of eleven children of John Fenton, an at-
torney at law, and one of the coroners of the county of Stafford
ks father died 1n 1694, and lns giave, m the church-yard of
Stoke upon Tient, 1s distinguished by the following clegant Jatiz
mnseiption from the pen of s son

HSE
Joran~cs FFNTON,
de Shelton
antiqul stupe generosus ¢
Juata rehiquias‘conyugis
CATHARINE
l‘ornm, moubus, petate,
optimo vino dignissime
‘ Ow .
mtemerath m ecclesiam fide,

ef vartutibus mtammnatss, emtwt ;
. ) necnon



TCNTON 227

but lie was the youngest of eleven children, and
being therefore necesswrily destined to some Iuerative
employment was sent first to school, and aftervards
to Cambridge*, but, with many other wise and
virtuous men, who at that' time of discord and
debate consulted conscience, whether well or tll -~
formed more than miterest, he doubted the legahty
of the goternment, and refusing to qualify himself
for publick employ ment by the ocaths required, left
the unnersity without 4 degree  but I never heard
that the enthusiasm of opposition impelled him to
separation from the Church'
By this pererseness of integnity he was driven out
a commoner of ;Nature; escluded from the regular
modes of profit and prosperity, 1nd reduced to pick
up 1 Inelhodd uncertain and fortuitous but 1t
must be remembered that he hept lus ntme unsul-
lred, and never suffeved himself to be reduced, like
too manv of the same sect, to mean arts and dis
honourable shifts  Whoever ,mentioned Tenton,
mentioned him with honour
'
' neenon ingenu lepore
bomis artibus expolits
1 ,Acammo erga omnes benevalo
sibt stsque Jucundus vt
Decem annos ukon dilectz superstes
magnum sui debadertum bonis
P ommbus rehqut
J ¢ salutis humear 1694
{ w@tatis sux 5C
See Gent Mag 1791 wILXI p 703 N
* He was entered of Jesus College and took a Bachelor s de

green 1704 but 1t appears by the hst of Cambridge graduates
that he removed m 1726 to Tnity Hall N

ag The

1
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The hfe that passes m penury must nececsa/nly
pass m obscurity. It s umpossible to trace Fenton
from yea to year, or to discover what means he used
for Ins support. He was awhile secietary to Charles

cail of Ouery in Flanders, and tutor to his young
son, who afterwaids mentioned him with gieat esteem
and tenderness. He was at one time assistant mn the
school of Mr Bonwicke in Surrey, and at another
kept a school for himself at Sevenoaks m Kent,
which he biought into reputation ; but was persuaded
to leave 1t (1710) by Mr St. John, with promises of
a mote honourable employment

II1s opmions, as he was a Nonjuror, seem not to
have heen 1emaikably rngid. Ie wrote with great
zeal and affection the praises of queen Anne, and
very willmigly and liberally eatolled the duke of
Marlborough, when he was (1707) at the height of
his glory. .

He expressed still more attention to Marlborough
and lus faimmly by an elegiaclc Pastoral on the mar-
quis of Blandford, which could be prompted only
by respect or kindness; for neither the duke nor
dutchess desned the piaise, or hked the cost of
patronage

The elegance of his poetiy entitled him to the
company of the wits of his time, and the amable-
ness of his manneis made him loved wherever he was
known  Of his fizendship to Southein and Pope
there are lasting monuments

He published m 1707 a collection of poeins

By Pope he was once placed m a station that might
have been of gieal advantage. Craggs, when he
was advanced to be secretary of state (about 1720),

feel-
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feeling hus want of terature, desired Pope to pro-
cure him an mstructor, by whose help he mught
supply the deficiencies of lus education  Pope re-
commended T'enton, 1n whom Craggs found all that
he was seehing  There was now a prospect of ease
and plenty, for Tenton had mentt, and Criggs had
generosity  but the small-pox suddenly put 1n end
to the pleasing expectation

‘When Pope, after the great success of lus Jluad,
undertooh the Odyssey, bang, as 1t seems, weary of
translating, he determined to engige auxtharies
Twelve books he took to humeelf, and twche he
distributed between Broome and Ienton  the books
allotted to Fenton were the first, the fourth, the
nineteenth, and the twentieth It 15 observable, that
he did not take the eleventh, wiich he had before
translated into blank verse nerther did Pope claim
1t, but commtted it to Broome How the two asso-
cuates performed their parts 1s well known to the rer
ders of poetry, who have never been able to distin-
guish therr books from those of Pope

In 1723 was performed Ins tragedy of Var rmne
to which Southern, at whose house it was wiitten,
1s said to have contributed such hunts 15 lus theatri-
cal experience supplied When 1t was shewn to Cib-
ber, 1t was rejected by hum, with the additiona] in-
solence of advising Fenton to engage hunself in some
employment of honest Inbour by which he mght
obtain that support which he could never hope from
luspoetry The play was acted at the other theatre
and the brutal petulance ot Cibber was confuted,
though, perhaps, not shamed, by general applause
Fenton's profits are said to have amounted to near 1

thou
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thousand pounds, with which he dischmged a debt
contracted by his attendance at court

Fentun seciis to have had some peculin system of
versification  Marwamne 1s wiitten 1 hnes of ten
syllables, with few of those 1edundant termmations ’
which the Diama not only admits but 1equires, as
more neaily approaciing to 1eal dialogue. The tenor
of his veise 15 so uniform that it cannol be thought
casual, and yet upon what prmeciple he so con-
stincted 1t, 15 difficult to discover

The mention of his play bimngs to my mmd a very
trifing occunrence TFenton was one diy 1n the com-
pany of Bioome, his associate, and Foid, a clergy-
man, at that time too well known, whose abilities,
instead of furmishung convivial meriiment to the vo-
luptuous and dissolute, might have enabled him to
excel among the vntuous and the wise. They de-
termmed all to see The Merry Wives of IFindsor,
which was acted that night; and Fenton,asa diamatick
poet, took them to the stage-door ; where the dooi-
keeper enquning who they were, was told that they
weile three vely necessaiy men, IFord, Broome, and
Fenton The name 1n the play, which Pope 1estored
to Birook, was then Broome

It was perhaps atter this play that he undertook to
revise the punctuation of Milton's poems, which, as
the author neither wiote the original copy not cor-
rected the press, was supposed capable of amendment.”
To thus edition he prefixed a shoit and elegant ac-
count of Milton’s life, wiitten at once with tender-
ness and integrity. -

He pubhished likewse ( 1729) avery splencid edi-
f1on of Waller, with notes. often useful, often enter-

tamning,
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taing, but too much extended by long quotations
fromr Clarendon Illustrations drawn from a book so
easily consulted, should be made by reference rither
than transcription

The latter part of his Iife was calm and pleasant
The relict of Sir William Trumbull invited him, by
Pope s recommendation, to educate her son, whom
he first instructed at home, and then attended to
Cambnidge The lady afterwards detamed him with
her as the auditor of her accounts He often wan-
dered to London, and amused himself with the con-
versation of s friends

He died n 1730, at Casthampstead in Berhslure,
the seat of Lady Trumbull and Pope, who had been
always lus friend, honoured him with an epitaph,
of which he borrowed the two first lines from Cra
shaw r

Fenton was tall and bulky, snchined 6 corpulence,
which he did not lessen by much exercise, for he was
very sluggish and sedentary, rose late, andrvhen he
had risen, sat down to lus books or papers A woman
that once warted on him 1 & lodgimg, told Jum, as
she said, that he would “lie a bed, and be fed with
“aspoon  This, however, was not the worst that
might have been prognosticated for Pope says, m
tus Letters, that “ he died of indolence  but lus
immedzate distemper was the gout '

Of his morals and s conversation the account 1s
untform  hie was’never nymed but with prase and
fondness, as a man 1 the highest degree sinnble and
excellent Such was the character given him by the
earl of Oprery, lus pupil, such 1s the festimony ot

Pope,
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Pope ¥ ; and such were the suffrages of all who could
boast of his acquaintence. ‘

By a former wuter of Ins Iafe a story 1s told,
winch ought not to be forgotten. He used, m the
Iatter part of Ins time, to pay lus selations m the
country a yearly viat. At an entertainment made
for the fanuly by his elder brother, he obseived, that
one of lus sisters, who had married unfortunately,
was absent ; and found, upon enquiry, that distress
had made her thought unwoithy of mvitation  As
she was at no great distance, he refused to sit at the
table t1ll she was called, and, when she had taken
her place, was caieful to shew her particular atten-
tion. ..

His collection of poems 1s now to be considered.
The ode to the .Sun 1s written upon a common plan,
without uncommon sentiments , but its greatest fault
1s 1ts length. No poem should be long of winch the
purpose is only to stiihe the fancy, without enlhight-
ening the understanding by precept, ratiocination,
or nanlative. A blaze first pleases, and then tnes
the sight. ,

Of Florelo 1t 1s sufficient to say, that it 1s an oc-
casional pastoral, which 1mplies something neither
~ matwal nor.artificial, neither comick nor serious

The next ode 1s niegular, and therefore defective,
As the sentiments aie pious, they cannot easily be
new ; for what can he added to topicks on which suc-
cessive ages have been employed

Of the Paraphrase on Isarah nothing very favour-
able can be sad.  Sublime and solemn praise.gams

* Srence,’ '
. \ hittle
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Iittle by a change to blwk veise and the paraphrast
has deserted lus onigmnl, by wdmitting unages not
Asnatich, t least not Judueal

Returmng Peace,
Dove eyed, and rob d 1 white —

Of his petty poems some are very trufling, without
any thing to be praised erthicr mn the thought or ex-
pression He1s unlucl y m Ins competitions  he tells
the same 1dle tale with Congreve, nnd does not tell
1t so well He translates from Ov1d the same epistle
as Pope but I am afraid not with equal Ippiness

To examine Ius performances one by one would
be tedious s translation from Homer mto blank
verse will find few readers, wlile another can be had
m rhyme' The piece addressed to Lambarde 15 no
disagreenble specunen of epstolary poctry  and his
ode to the loid Gower was pronounced by Pope the
next oden the Lnglich language to Dy den s Cecilia
Fenton may be justly styled an escellent yversther
and a good poet

W HAT-
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WHATEVER I have said of Fenton 1s confiimed
by Pope 1 a letter, by which he communicated te
Broome an account of his death,

TO
The Revl. Mr. BROOME,

At PuLnamM, near HARLESTONE
Nor
[By BrccLrs Bag ] SUTFOLKE
Dr SIR,

I INTENDED 1o wute to you on this melan-
choly subject, the death of M1 Fenton, before y™
came, but stay’d to have mform’d myself and you of
ye circumstances of 1t.  All T hear 1s, that he felt a
Giadual Decay, tho so early 1n hife, & was declining’
for 5 o1 6 months. It was not, as I apprehended, the
Gout 1n hus Stomach, but I believe 1ather 2 Compli-
cation first of Gross Humours, as he was naturally
corpulent, not dischaiging themselves, as he used no
sort of Exeicise. No man better boie y¢ approaches
of his Dissolution (asTam told) orwith lessostentation
yielded up his Bemng. The great Modesty wek you
know was natural to lum, and y© great Contempt he
had for all soits of Vamity & Parade, never appeared
more than 1n his last moments He had a conscious
Satisfaction (no doubt) in acting nght, 1 feeling
himself honest, true, & unpretending to more than
was Jus own  So he dyed, as he lived, with that
secret, yet sufficient, Contentment

As to any Papeis left behind him, I dare say they
can be but few, for this reason, he never wrote out
of Vanity, o1 thought much of the Applause of men.

" I know
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1 Lnow an 1nstatice where he did lns utmost to con-
ceal Ius own ment that way end 1f we jom to this
tis natural Love of Lase, I fancy we must expect Iit-
tleofthns sort atleast I hear of none except some few
further remarhs on Waller (v <t hus cautious itegrity
made him leave an order to be given to Mr Tonson)
and perhaps, tho’ /t1ismany yearssince Isaw 1t, a’l rans-
lation of 3¢ first Book of Oppian  He had begun a
Tragedy of Dion, but made small progress m 1t

As to Ins other Affurs, he died poos, but honest,
leaving no Debts, or Legactes except of a few p¥ to
Mr Trumbull and my Lady, in token of respect,
Gratefulness, 1nd mutual Lsteemn

1 shall with pleasure take upon me to draw tlus
amnble, quiet, deserving, unpretending Christran
and Phulosophical chareter, n His Dpitaph Lhere
T'ruth may be spohen i a fow words  as for Flourish,
& Oratory, & Poetry, I lewe them to younger and
more lively Writers, such as love writing for writing
sake, & wd rather show their own I'me Parts, y Re-
port the valuable ones of 1ny other man So the Llegy
T renounce

I condole with you from my heart, on'the loss of
so worthy 2 man, and 2 friend to us both Now heis
gone, I must tell you he hns done you many a good
office, and set your charicter m the farrest hight to
some who either mistook you, or hnew vou not T
doubt not he has done the swme for me 4

Adien  Let us love his memory, and profit by hus
example I am very sincerely

DrSIR A
- Y our ffectionnte \
& 1eal Sersant | )

Ave 29, 1730 A PQrLC
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Jonx GAY, descended from an old family that
had been long 1 possession of the manor of# Gold-
worthy 1 Devonshire, was born in 1688, at or near
Barnstaple, where he was educated by Mr Luck,
who taught the school of that town with good repu-
tation, and, a little before he 1etired from 1t, pub-
lished a volume of Latin and Enghsh verses Under
such a master he was likely to form a taste for poetry.
Being born without prospect of hereditary riches, he
was sent to London m lhis youth, and placed ap-
prentice to 2 silk-meicer.

How long he contmued behind the counter, or
with what degiee of softness and dexterity he 1ecerved
and accommodated the Ladies, as he probably took
no dehight 1 telling 1t, 1s not known The repot
1s, that he was soon weary of either the restiaint or
servihity of his occupation, and easily persuaded lus
master to dischaige him.

* Goldworthy does not appear m the Fullare Dr J  Holds-
worthy 1s probably meant  C. ‘

Lhe

J2
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“The dutchess of Monmouth, remarkable for -
flexible perseverance m her demand to be treated as
a princess, 1n 171.2 took Gay 1nto her service s secre-
tary by qutting 1 shop for such service he might
gamn leisure, but he certamly advmced httle i the
boast of mdependence Of lis leisure he made so
good use, that he published next year a poem on
Rural Sports, and mseribed 1t to Mr Pope, who was
thien nising fast into reputrtion  Pope was plewsed
with the honour and, when he became acquainted
with Gay, found such attractions m Ins manners and
conversation, that he seems to have received him nto
Ius inmost confidence  and a friendship was formed
between them which lasted to their separation by
death, without 1oy Lnown abatement on either part
Gay was the general fwounte of the wlole associa-
tion of nits  but they regarded him as a play -fellow
rather tlian 2 partoer, and treated hum with more
fondness than respect

Next year he published Z%e Shepherd s IWeel, six
Enghsh pastorals, in which the mmages are drawn
from real Iife, such =s 1t appears 1mong the risstichs
mn paits of I'nglind remote from Tondon  Steele,
m some papers Cof The Guardan, had prused Am-
brose Phulips, as the Pastoral writer thnt y1elded only
to Theoentus Virgil, and Spenser  Pope who had
also pubhslied pastorals, not pleased to be overlooked,
drew up a compartson of lus own compositions with
those of Phulips, m which he tovertly gave himself
the préference, while he scemed to d1'=0“n it Not
content with this, he 1s supposed to hate meited Gay
to wnite The Shepherd s H eel, to shew that sf 1t be
necessary to copy nature with minuteness, rural hife

must
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must be exlubited such as grossness and ignorante
have made 1t So fa the plan was 1easonable, but
the Pastorals me intioduced by a Procine, wiitten
with such 1mitation as they could obtamn of obsolete
language, and by consequence mm a style that was
never spoken mnor wntlen mn any age or m any
place. \

But the effect of 1eality and tiuth became conspr-
cuous, .even when the ntention was to shew them
gioveling .and degraded . These Pastoials became
populai, and were read with dehght as just represen-
tations of 1ural manners and occupations, by those
who had.no mteiest m the nvahy of the poets, nor
knowledge of the critical dispute.

In 1713 he biought a comedy called The #afe of
Bath upon the stage, but 1t 1eceived no applause:
he pumted 11, however, and seventeen yeais after,
having altered 1t, and, as he thought, adapted 1t more
to the publick taste, he offered 1t agam to the town
but, though he was flushed with the success of the
Beggui’s Oper a, had the mortification to see 1t again
rejected .

Jn the last year of queen Anne’s hfe, Gay was
made secietary the eml of Clarendon, ambassador
to the Court of Hanover This was a station that
natwally gave lum hopes of kindness fiom every
party , but the queen’s death put an end to her fa-
vours, and he had dedicated lus Shepherd's H#eek: 1o
Bolingbioke, which Swift considered as the ciime

that obstructed all kindness fiom the House of Ha-
nover :

-

He did not, however, omit to improve the night
which his office had given him to the notice of the
10yal

« ¢
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rdyal family On the arnwval of the princess of
Whles, he wrote a poem, and obtyined so much fa-
vour, that both therprince and princess went to see
his I hat d ye call it, a kind of mock tragedy, m
which the 1mages were comicl , and the action grave
so that, as Pope relatesy Mr Ciomwell, who could
not hear what was said, w1s 4t a loss how to reconcile
the laughter of ithe audience with the :olemmt} of
the scene

Of this performance the value certamly s but
Iittle but 1t was one of the lucly trfles that give
pleasure by novelty, and was so much tavoured by
the audience, that envy appeared agunst 1t 1 the
torm of cniaaism  and Giffin, a player, in conjunc-
tion with Mr Theobald, » man afterwards more re-~
markable, produced a pamphlet called Tle Key to
Qhe ¥ hat d ye call ¢ which, savs Gy, “calls
“ me a blockhead and Mr Pope a hnave

'But Foitune has alnnys been mconstant Not
long afterwards (1717) he endeavoured to entertan
thetown withThree Hoursafter Mar i wage acomedy
written, as there 1s sufficient reason for believing, by
the jomt assistance of Pope and Arbuthnot One
purpose of 1t was to bring mto contempt Dr Wood-
ward the Fogsilist t man not really or justly con-
temptible It had the fate which such outrges de-
serve thie «cenetin which Woodward was duectly
and apparently nidiculed, by the introduction of
fmummy and 1 crocodile, disgusted the audience,
and the performance was drven oft the stage with
general condemnation *

Gay 15 represented as 1 man easily 1nu ed to hope,
and deeply depres ed when his hopes were disap-

pointed
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pomted. Tlus is not the chaiacter of a hero ; but
it may naturally mply something more generally
welcome, a soft and civil companion. Whoever 15
apt to hope good fiom others 15 diligent to please
them , but he that beheves s powers stiong enough
10 foice then own way, commonly ties only to
please nmself.

Ife had been sunple enough to nnagine that those
who laughed at the 7 hat & ye call if wouldraisethe
fortune of 1ts author . and, finding nothing done,
sunk mto dejection. s friends endeavoured to di-
vert lmm ‘The eail of Burlington sent hun (1716)
anto Devonshire ; the year after, Mi. Pulteney took
Inm to Aixs and in the following year lord Haicourt
invited lum to hus seat, wheie, during his visit, the
two 1zl lovers were killed with hightnimg, as is par-
ticularly told m Pope’s letters

Being now gencially known, he pubhshed (1720)
s Poems by subscniption with such success, that he
1a1sed a thousand pounds, and called his fizends to
a consultation, what use might be best made of it.
Lews, the stewaid of lord Oxford, advised him to
mtiust 1t to the funds, and live upon the interest ;
Aabuthnot bade him to intrust 1t to Pirovidence, and
live upon the prinaipal, Pope directed him, and
was seconded by Swift, to purchase an annuty.

Gay 1 that disastious year* had a piesent from
voung Craggs of some South-sea stock, and once
supposed himsel{ 1o be master of twenty thousand
pounds Ihs fiiends persuaded him to sell his shaie:
but he dieamed of dignity and splendour, and could
not bear to ¢bsliuct his own fortune e was then
* Spence. ’ -

) impo1-~
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importuned to sell as much s would purchase an
hundred 2 year for hfe, “wlich, says Tenton,
“ will mke you sure of a clean shirt and + shoulder
« of mutton every day  This counsel was 1ejected
the profit and principal were lost, and Gay sunk
under the calamity so low that lus lifc became in
danger

By the care of Ius friends, among whom Pope p-
pears to have shewn particular tenderness, his health
was restored , and, returning to his studies, he wrote
a tragedy called The Captrres, which he was muited
to read before the princess of Wales When the
hour cime, he saw the princess and her ladies all 1n
expectation, and advancing with reverence, too great
for any other attention, stumbled at 1 stool, and fall
mg forwards threw down a weighty Japan screen
The princess started, the ladies screamed, and poor
Gay, after all the distmbance, was still to rend his
pla

The fite of Zhe Captives, which was acted at
Drury-Lane i 1723 4, I hknow not*  but he now
thought himself m fuour, and undertook (1726) to
write a volume of Tables for the 1mprovement of the
young duke of Cumbetland  Tor this he 1s sud to
have been promised « reward, which he had doubt-
less magnified with all the mild expectations of md:
gence and vamty

Next year the prince and pincess becume 1ing
and queen, and Gay was to be great and linppy  but
upon the settlementof the household he found himself

* It was acted scven mghts  The Authors thurd mght was
by command of their Royal Highne.ses R

Ver X R ap
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appomted gentleman usher to the primcess Louisa.
By this offer he thought lumself msulted, and sent
a message to the queen, that he was too old for the
place Theie seem to have been many machinations
employed afterwards 1n Ins favouwr, and dihgent
court was paid to Mis Howaid, afterwards Countess
of Suffolk, who was much beloved by the king and
queen, lo engage her mteiest for lus promotion;
but solicitations, verses, and flatteiies, weie thionwn
away , the lady heamid them, and did nothing

All the pam which he suffered fiom the neglect,
or, as he perhaps tetmed 1t, the mgiatitude of the
comt, may be supposed to have been driven away by
the unexampled success of The Beggar's Opera.
This play, written mn 11dicule of the musical Italan
hama, was fiist oflered to Cibber and his brethren
at Dimy-Lane, and rejected, 1t being then carred
to Rich, had the effect, as was lndiciously said, of
making Gay 1:ch, and Rich gay.

Of this lucky picce, as the 1cader cannot but wish
to know the original and progress, I have inserted the
relation which Spence has given m Pope’s woids

“ D1 Swift had been obseirving once to Mr Gay,
“ what an odd pretty soit of a thing a Newgate Pas-
¢ toral might make Gay was mchined to try at such
“ a thing for some time, but aftetwaids thought 1t
“ would be better to write a comedy on the same
“plan  This was what gave rise to The Beggar’s
“ Opera. He began on 1t ; and when fiist he men-
“ tioned 1t to Swift, the Doctor did not much like
“ the project  As he caired 1t on, he shewed what
“ he wrote to both of us, and we now and then
““ gave a coilection, or a word or two of advice;

¢ but
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< but 1t was wholly of his own writing ~—When 1t
« was done, neither of us thought 1t would succeed
« We shewed 1t to Congreve, who, aftér rending 1t
« over, said, 1t would either take greatly, or be
 damned confoundedly —We were all, at the first
“ mght of 1t, m great uncertainty of the event, till
« we were very much encourged by overheiring
« the duke of Argyle, who <at 1n the next box to us,
< say, It will do—it must do! I see 1t 1n the eyes
“of them  This wasa good wlnle before the first
% act was over, and so gave us ease soon for that
“ duke (besides his own good taste) has a particular
“ Lnach, as any one now lining, i discovering the
¢ taste of the publick He was quite nght 1n this,
“ agusual the good nature of the audience 1ppeared
« stronger and stronger every act, and ended n 1
“ clamour of applause

Its reception 1s thus recorded m the notes to the
Duncrad

« This prece was recerved with greater applse
¢ than was ever known Besides bemng acted m
 London sty three diys without nterruption, and
‘ renewed the next sewson with equal applause, 1t
“ spread wto 1l the gicit touns of Lagland was
¢ played 1n many places to the thirtieth and fortieth
“tnne at Bath and Dristol hity, &c It madets
“ progress mto Wa!  Scothind, and Ireland, where
“at 1as pertorned tweaty four days successively
“The Indhes carred about with them the favounte
“soucs of it m fns, and houses were furmshed
“wity 1t m screens The f>me of 1t was not con~
« fined to the author only  The person who acted

2 « Polly,
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“ Polly, tll then obscure, became all at once the fa-
¢« yvourtte of the town; her pictuies were engraved,
¢ and sold in gieat numbeis, her Life wntten,
“ books of letters and verses to her published, and
¢« pamphlets made even of her sayings and jests.
« Fuithetmore, 1t diove out of England (foi that
< season) the Itahan Opera, which had carried all
“ befoie 1t for ten yeais.”

Of this peiformance, when it was printed, the
reception was different, according to the different
opmion of 1its readers. Swift commended 1t for the
excellence of 1ts morality, as a piece that ¢ placed
¢ all kinds of vice m the stiongest and most odious
“ hght;” but others, and among them Dr. Herring,
afterwards aichbishop of Canterbury, censmed'it as
glving encomiagement not only to vice but to crimes,
by makmg a highwayman the hero, and disimissing
‘him at last unpumished. It has been even said, that,
after the exlibition of The Beggar’s Opera, the
gangs of 10bbers weie evidently multiphed

_ Both these decisions are smely exaggerated. The
play, like many others, was plainly wiitten only to
divert, without any moral puipose, and 1s therefore
not likely to do good, nor can it be conceived, with-
out more speculation than hfe requires o1 admuts, to
be pioductive of much ewvil. Highwaymen and
house-bieakers seldom fiequent the play-house, or
mingle mn any elegant diversion, nor 1s 1t possible
for any one to imagme that he may 10b with

“safety, because he sees Macheath reprieved upon
the stage.

-

Thus
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Thus objection, however, or some other rather poli-
tical than morl, obtained such prevalence, that when
Gay produced 2 second part under the name of Polly,
1t was prolubited by the Lord Chamberlun  and he
was forced to 1ecompense Ins repulse by 1 subserip-
tion, which 1s sud to hwve been so liberally bestowed,
that what he called oppression ended in profit The
publication was so much fivoured, that though the
first pat gamed him four hundred pounds, newr
thrice as much was the profit of the second *

He recerved yet another recompence for tlns sup
posed hardship, 1n the affectionate attention of the
dule and dutchess of Queensberry, into whose house
he was token and with whom he passed the remamn-
mg part of s hfe The duke, consideimg Ius
want of ceconomy , undertooh the manngement of lus
money, and gave 1t to him s he wanted 1t  But it
1s supposed that the discountenance of the Court sunk
deep mto his heart, and gave him more discontent
than the applauses or tenderness of his friends could
overpower  He soon fell mto his old distemper, an
habitual colich, and languished, though with many
mtervals of ease and cheerfulness, till a wviolent fit
at last seized m, and burried lum to the grave, as
Arbuthnot reported, with more precipitance than he
had ever known  He dicd on the fowth of Decem-
ber, 1732, and was buried 1n Westmmster Abbey
The letter, which brought an nccount of his death to
Swift, was lad by for some d vy s unopened, because
when he recerved 1t he wis inprest with the precon-
seption of some mi fortune

) # Sponce 1 Ibd
After
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Afier his death, was pubhished a second vohune of
Fables, nrorc political than the former. s opera of
Achilles was acted, and the profits were given to two
widow sister<, who mherited what he left, ac his law-
ful heus, for he died without a will, thongh he had
gathered * three thoncand pounds.  Thae have ap-
peared likew e under his name a comedy called The
Distrest Iife, and The Rekewrsal at Gotham, a
piece of humowm

The character ginven him by Pope 1< thae that
¢ he was a natwal man. without design who spoke
¢« what Ire thought, and juct as he thovght 1t )" and
that « he wvas of a timid temper, and frarful of gnving
“ mience to the great,” which caution, however,
says Pope, was of no aval®.,

As a poet, he cannot be 1ated very high e was
as I once heard a female entick remark, “of a
¢ lower order ” Ifc had notin any gicat degree the
mens divmeor, the digmty of gemue Much hovever
must be allowed to the author of a new species of
composition, though 1t be not of the highest Jand.
We owe to Gay the Ballad Opeia , a mode of comedy
which at hrst was supposed to delight only by 1ts
novelty, but has now by the experence of balfa cen-
tury been found so well accommodated to the diepn-
sition of a popular audience, that 1t 1s ikely to keep
long possession of the stage % hether tlusnew diama
was the product of judyment o1 of luck, the prase

of it must be given to the mmventor, and there

are many wrntels 1ead with moie 1eveience, to
¥ Spence

whom
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whom such ment of ongmality ewnnot be attn-
buted

His first performance, the Riw al Spoits, 1s such
as was easily planned and executed 1t 1s never con-
temptible, nor ever excellent Jhe Iun 1s one of
those mythological fictions wlich antiquity delisers
ready to the hand, butwinch, ke other things that
lie open to cvery ones uce, are of ittle \alue  The
attention naturally retnes from 1 new tale of Venus,
Diapa, and Minerva

s fables seem to have been a fuwoutite work
for, having published one volume, he left another
behind Inm  Of this kind of I™bles, the authors
do not appear to hne formed any distinct or set-
tled notion Phwdrus evidently confounds them
with Zales , and Gay both with Tales and Allegor ical
Prosopoperas A Fable, or Apologue, such 1s 15 now
under consideration, seems to be, in its genume
state, a marrative m which bemngs rrational, and
sometimes mammate, a1 bor es loquuntur , non tantum
Jeraw, are, for the purpose of moral instruction,
feigned to act and speah with human mterests and
passions  To this description the compositions of
Gay do not alsays conform  Ior 4 lable he grves
now and then a Iule, or an abstracted Allegory
and from some, by whatever namc they may be
called, 1t will be difficult to extract any moral prin-
ciple  They are, however, told with hvcliness  the
versification 1s smooth nd the diction, though now -
and then a hitle construned by the measure or the
vhyme, 15 genernlly happy

To
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. To Trivia may be allowed all that 1t claims; 1t 18

_sprightly, various, and pleasant. 'The subject 15 of
that kind which Gay was by natuie qualified to adorn;
yet some of Ins decorations may be justly wished
away An honest blacksmith might have done for
Patty what 1s peiformed by Vulean The appeaiance
of Cloacina 15 nauceous and superfluous ; a shoe-boy
could have been produced by the casual cohabitation
of mere moitals Hoiace's 1ule 1s bioken 1 both
cases , there 1s no dignus vindice nodus, no difficulty
that 1eauned any supernatuial inteiposition. A pat-
ten may be made by the hammer of a moital ; and a
bastard may be dropped by a human strumpet. On
great occasions, and on small, the nnnd 1s 1epelled
by useless and apparent falsehood.

Of his httle Poems the pubhick judgment seems to
be1ight, they are neither much esteemed, nor totally
despised  The story of the Apparition 1s borrowed
fiom one of the tales of Poggio. Those that please
least are the pieces to which Gulliver gave occasion ;
for who can much delight n the echo of an unnatu-
1al fiction?

Drone 1s a counterpart to Amynta, and Pastor
Fudo, and other tiifles of the same kind, easly 1mi-
tated, and unwoithy of imitation. 'What the Italians
call comedies from a happy conclusion, Gay calls a
tragady fiom a mournful event, but the style of the
Italians and of Gay 1s equally tiagical. There 1s
something i1n the poetical Arcadia so remote fiom
known 1eahity and speculative possibility, that we can
never support its 1epresentation thiough a long work.
A Pastoral of an hundred lines may he enduied ; but

s

who
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who will hear of sheep and goats, and myrtle bowers
and purling rvulets, through five acts? Such scenes
please Barbarians n the dawn of literature, and chil-
dren m the dawn of hfe but will be for the most
part thrown way, as men grow wise, and nations
grow learned

GRAN-
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OF GEORGE GRANVILLE, or, as others write,
Gireenville, or Grenville, aftetwaids lord Lands-
down of Bideford m the county of Devon, less 1s
known than his name and high rank might give
reason to expect. He was born about 1667, the son
of Beinard Gieenville, who was entiusted by Monk
with the most private transactions of the Restoration,
and the Grandson of Sir Bevil Greenville, who died
in the King’s cause, at the battle of Lansdowne

His early education was supermntended by Sir
Wilham Ellis, and lus progiess was such, that be-
fore the age of twelve he was sent to Cambnidge*,
wheie he pronounced a copy of his own verses to
the princess Mary d'Esté of Modena, then dutchess
of Yoik, when she wisited the umversity.

* To Tumty College: By the unieisity 1eguster 1t appears
that he was admtted to lus Master's degree 1 1679, we must,
therefore, set the year of lus buth some years back. H

At
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At the accesston of hing James beng now at
eighteen, he agamn excrwd Ins poeticrl powers, and
addressed the new monaich in three short preces, of
which the first 1s profane, and the two others such as
a boy mght be evpectcd to produce  but he was
commended by old Waller, who perhaps was pleased
to find himself 1mitated 1n six lines, which, though
they begin with nonsense and end with dulness,
excited m the young author a rapture of achnow-
ledgement,

In numbers such as Waller s self might use

It was probably about this time that he wrote the
poem to the earl of Peterborough, upon s accom-
plishment of the duke of Yorhs muriage with the
princess of Madena, whose charms appear to have
gamed a stiong prevalence over his 1magination, and
upon whom nothing ever has been charged but 1m-
prudent prety, an mtemperate and msguided zeal
for the propagation of Popery

However farthful Granville might have been to the
King, or however enamoured of the Queen, he has
left no reason for supposing that he approved erther
the artifices or the violence with which the Kings
religion was msmuated or obtruded He endea-
voured to be true at once to the King and to the
Church

Ot tlus regulated loyalty he has transmitted to
postenity a sufhictent proof, in the letter which he
wroe to his f_ther about » month before the prince
of Orange landed

¢ Mar,
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¢« Mar, nem Doncaster, Oct. G, 1688.
¢« To the honouable Mr Barnaid Granville, at the
¢ Fa1l of Bathe's, St. James’s.

¢ SIR,

¢ Your having no prospect of obtaimng a com-
“ mission for me, can no way alter or cool my desire
¢ at this important junctme to ventwe my lhfe, in
« some manner .or other, for my King and my
¢ Country.

¢ I cannot bear living under the 1epioach of lying
“ ghscwe and 1dle m a countiy retuement, when
¢ every man who has the least sense of honour should
¢ be preparing for the field

“ You may remember, Sir, with what reluctance
¢¢ T submitted to yom commands upon Monmouth’s
¢ rebellion, when no importunity could prevail with
“ you to permit me to leave the Academy- I was
% too young to be hazaided, but, give me leave to
¥ say, it 1s gloriousat any age to die fo1 one’s coun-
“ t1y ; and the sooner, the nobler the saciifice.

“ I am now older by three years. My uncle Bathe
& was not so old when he was left among the slain at
“the battle of Newbwy, nor you yourself, Sir,
“ when you made yom escape fiom your tutoi’s, to
¢ jom your biother at the defence of Scilly.

“The same cause has now come i1ound about
¢ again 'TheKing has been misled, let thosewhohave
¢ misled lim be answerable fo 1t. Nobody can deny
“ but he 15 sacred 1n his own person , and it 1s every
“ honest'man’s duty to defend 1t

“ You aie pleased to say, 1t 1s yet doubtful if the
¢ Hollandeis aie rash enough to make such an at-
 tempt, but, be that as it W‘iu,\ I beg leave to -

“ sist
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% gist upon 1t, that 1 may be presented to Ius Ma-
« jesty, as one whose utmost ambition 1t 15 to devote
% s Iife to lus service, ind my country s, after the
¢ example of all my 1ncestors

“The gentry assembled 2t York, to agree upott
« the choice of representatives for the county, hue
« prepared an ddress, to assure lus Mnyesty they
« are rendy to sacrifice their Ines and fortunes for
* him upon this wnd il other occastons  but at the
¢ <ame time they humbly beseech him to gne them
« such magistrates as my be agreeable to the Iwws
“ of the laind for, at pre<ent, there 15 no nathonty
 to which they can legally submit

“ They have been beating up for volunteers at
* York, and the towns adjacent, to supply the regt
* ments 1t Hull but nobody will hst

“ By what I can hear, every body wishes well to
% the Kmg but they would be zlad his mmisters
“ were hanged

“ The wmnds continue so contrary, thit no linding
“can be so soon s was apprehended  thercfore T
“ may hope, with your leave and assistance, to be
“ readiness before any action can bemin I beseech
““you, Sir, most lumbly nd most earnestly to add
“ this one act of indulgence morc to so many other
“ testumontes wluch I have constantly recerved of
 your goodness <nd be pleased to behcve me al-
“ ways, with the utmost duty nd submussion, Sir,

“ Your most dutiful son,
* and most obedient scrvant,
“Gro GRANVILLEL

Through
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"Uhrough the whole 1eign  of king Wilham he 15
supposed to have lived m literary retnement, and
‘indeed had for some time few other pleasures but
those of study m his power. He was, as the bio-
graphers obseive, the younger son of a younge:r bro-
ther, a dennmination by which our ancestois pro-
verbially expressed the lowest state of penury and
dependence He 1s said, howeve, to have preserved
himself at this time fiom disgrace and difficulties
by ceconomy, which he foigot or neglected in hfe
more advanced, and m better fortune.

About this tune he became enamouied of the
countess of Newbuigh, whom he has celebrated with
so much aidour by the name of Mna. He wiote
verses 1o her befoie he was thiee-and-twenty, and
may be forgiven if he1egarded the face more than
the mind. Poets are sometimes 1m t0o much haste
to praise.

In the time of hus 1etuement 1t is probable that
he composed his dramatick pieces, The She Gallants
(acted 1696), which he 1evised, and called Once a
Lover, and aluays a Lover , The Jew of Fence, al-
tered fiom Shakspeare’s Merclant of Fenice (1698) ;
Herowck Love, a tiagedy (i701), The British En-
chanters (1706), a Giamatick poern, and Peleus
and Thetis, a masque, wiitlen to accompany 1he
Jew of Fenice.

'The comedies, which he has not printed i his
own edition of hus woiks, I never saw , ‘Once a Lover,
and always a Lover, 1s smd to be m 2 great degree
mdecent and gross. G1 anville could not admne Wlth-
out bigotiy ; he copied the wiong as well as the might

“fiom
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from his masters, and may be supposed t have
learned obscemity from Wycherley, as he leained
mythology from Waller

In is Jew of Fenmce, as Rowe remarks, the cha-
rcter of Shyloch 13 made comch, and we are
prompted to laughter mstead of detestation

It 1s evident that Heroiwch Love was written, and
presented on the stage, before the death of Dryden
1t 15 1 mythological tragedy, upon the love of Aga-
memnon and Chrysers, and therefore eastly sunk
mto neglect, though praised 1n verse by Dryden, and.
1 prose by Pope i f

It 15 concluded by the wise Ulysses with this
speech s

L4 1
(
Fate holds the trings, and men lihe children move
But as they re led, success 1s from above !
)]

* At the accession of queen Anne, having his for-
tune 1mproved by bequests from lus father, and his
uncle the carl of Bath, he was chosen mto Par-
hament for Fowey He soon after engaged m 2
Jomt translation of the Jnvecties aganst Philip,
with a design, surely weak aund: puenle, of turn-
g the thunder of Demosthenes upon the head of
Lews

He afternards (in 1706) had lus estate agam aug-
mented by an inhenitance from his elder brother,

Sir Bevil Granville, who, as he retarned from the
government of Barbadoes, died at sea He conti-
nued to serive 1n Parliament, and in the minth vears

of queen Anne was chosen hmght of the shire for
Cornwall

At
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At the memorable change of the mmustry (1710j;
he was made secietary at war, 1n tha place of Mr.
Rober. Walpole.

Next year, when the violence of party made twelve
peers n a day, Mr. Granville became Lord Lands-
down Baron Bideford, by a promotion justly re-
marked to be not mvidious, because he was the heir
of a family in which two peerages, that of the eail
of Bath and loid Granville of Potheridge, had lately
become extmct. Bemng now high in the Queen’s fa-
vour, he (1712) was appoimnted comptioller of the
household, and a puvy counsellor; and to his other
honnnre was added the dedication of Pope’s W indsor
Forest He was advanced next year to be treasmer
of the household.

Of these favours he soon lost all but Tus title; for
at the accession of king Geoige his place was given
to the ea1l of Cholmondeley, and he was persecuted
with the 1est of his party. Having protested agamst
the bill for attamting Ormond and Bolingbroke. he
was, after the msunecuon m Scotland, seized Sept.
26, 1715, as a suspected man, and confined m the
Tower t1ll Feb 8, 1717, when he was at last released,
and 1estored to Ius seat in parhament : whete (1719)
he made a very mdent and animated speech agamst
the repeal of the Bill to prevent Cccasional Con-
formity, which, however, though it was then printed,
he has not mseited mto his woiks. !

Some time afterwaids (about 1722), being perhaps
embariassed by his profusion, he went nto foreign
countiles, with the usual pretence of 1ecovering lus
health  In this state of leisure and 1etnement, he 1e-
cewved the first volume of Burnet’s history; of which

‘ he

!
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he cannot be supposed to have approved: the general
tendency, and where he thought lumself able to de-
tect some particular falsehoods Heitherefore un-
dertook the vindication of general Monk from some
calummes of Dr Burnet, and some misrepresen-~
tations of Mr Echard This was wmswered avilly
by Mr Thomas Burnet and Oldmxon and more
roughly by Dr Colbatch
His other historical performance 1s a defence of
his relatron Sir Richard Greenville, whom lord Cla-
rendon has shewn mn a form very unamnble So
much 1s urged m this apology to justify many ac-
tions that have been represented as culpable, and to
palhate the rest, that the reader 1s reconciled for the
greater part, and 1t 1s made very probable that Cla~
rendon was by personal enmty disposed to think the
worst of Greenville, as Greenville was also very will-
mg to think the worst of Clarendon These preces
were pubhished at his return to England
Being now desirous to conclude his Iebours, and
enjoy lis reputation, he pubhshed (1732) a very
beautiful and splendid edition of his works, m which
he omtted what he disapproved, and enlarged what
seemed deficient
He now went to Court, and was kindly receved
by queen Caroline, to whom and to the princess
Anne he presented his works, with verses on the
blanl, leaves, with which he concluded his poetical
labours
He died m Hanover square, Jan 30, 1735, having
a few days before burned s wife, the lady Anne
Villiers, widow to Mr +Thynne, by whom he had
four daughters, but no son
Vor X S Writers
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Wiiters commonly derive thon reputation from
thewr worhs; but there mie worls which owe their
1cputation {o the character of the vter. The pub-
ick sometimes hac its fivomites, whom 1t rewads
for one species of excellence with the honours due
to another,  From Inm whom we reverence for his
bencficence we do not willingly withhold the paie
of genius; a man of exalted menit becomes at once
an accomplished wiiter, as a beauty finds no groat
diffienlty 1 passing for a wit

Gianville was a man illustrious by Ine buth, and
theiefore attiacted notice , since he 1s by Pope styled
¢ the polite,” he must be supposed elegant i his
manneis, and generally loved, be was m times of
contest and turbulence steady to Ius paity, and ob-
tamed that esteem which 1s always confened upon
firmness and consistency.  With those advantages,
having lemned the art of versifymga, he declared
himself a poet; and Ins claum 1o the lauiel was
allowed.

But by a critick of a later generation, who takes
up his book without any favourable prejudices, the
prase ahieady 1recetved will be thought sufficient ,.
for Lus works do not shew him to have had much
comprehension fiom natwie, o1 1illummation fiom
leaining. He seems to have had no ambition above
the imitation of Waller, of whom he has copied the
fanlts, and very hittle more. He 1s for ever amusing
himself with the puenilities of mythology , s King
1s Jupiter, who, 1f the Quéen bimgs no clnldren,
has a barren Juno. The Queen 1s compounded of
Juno, Venus, and Mineiva. His poem on the
dutchess of Grafton’s law-swit, after having rattled a

l\!]]’l]ﬂ-
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Whle mm Jano'and Pallas, Mard and Aleides, Cad-
stopg, Niohe, and the Profetides, Hercule3, Minos,
and’ ﬁhadam{mthus, at Iast conclhdes its folly with
profanenesd! o
"His verses to Mifa,'which ate mhost i‘reqx ently
mentibned, have Little m them of exther att of nature,
of the sentiments of a lover, or the language of @
poet  there may be found, now™and then, 2 happier
effort, but they are commonly feeble and unaffect
g, or forced and extrwagant
His Iittle pieces are seldom either sprightly or
elegnt, either keen or weighty They are trifles
written by idleness, and published by vamty ~ But
Ius Prologues and Lpilogues have a just clum to
praise
The Progress of Beauty scems one of his most
elaborate pieces, and 1s not deficient 1n splendour and
guety  but the ment of origmal thought 1s wanting
Its Inghest praise 1s the spirit with which he celebrates
King James s consort, when she was 1 queen no longer
The Essay on unnatural Flights in Poef1y1s not
elegant nor myudicious, and has somethmg of vi-
gour beyond most of his other peiformances Ins
Pprecepts are just, and Ins cautions proper they are
mdeed not new, but 1n a didactic poem novelty 1s to
be expected only m the ornaments and 1llustrattons
His poeticnl precepts are accompanied with agreeable
and mstructive notes
The Masque of Peleus and Thetis has here and
theie 2 pretty line  but 1t 15 not always melodious,
and the conclusion 15 wretched
In his Britisk Dnchanters he has bidden defiance
to all chronolowy, by confounding the mconsistent
s 2 nanners
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manner s of different ages: but the dialogue has often
the air of Dryden’s thyming plays; and his songs
are hively, though not very coriect. This 1s, I think,
far the best of his works; for, if it has many faults,
it has hkewise passages winch are at least pretty,
though they do not rise to any high degree of ex-
cellence.

YALDEN.
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YALDEN.

THOMAS YALDEN, the sixth son of Mr John
Yalden, of Sussex, was born in the city of Lxeter
n 1671 Having been educated in the grammar-
school belonging to Magdalen College 1n Oxford,
he was mn 1690, at the age of mneteen, admitted
commoner of Magdalen Hall, under the twtion of
Josiah Pullen, a man whose nime 15 still remem-
bered 1n the University  He became next year one
of the scholars of Magdalen College, where he was

distinguished by a lucky aceident
It was his turn, one day, to pronounce ¢ decla-
mation and Dr Hough, the president, happening
to attend, thought the composition too good to be
the speakers  Some time after, the doctor finding
him a hittle 1rregularly busy m the hbrary, set hum
an exercise for punishment  and, that he might not
be decetved by any artifice, loched the door Y-
den, as 1t bappened, had been lately reading on the
subject given, and produced with Iittle difficulty 2
composition which so pleased the president, that he
told
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told lum his former suspicions, and pronused to fa-
vour hum.

Among his contemporaries 1n the college were
Addison and Sacheverell, men who were m those
times fi1ends, and who both adopted Yalden to their
intimacy. Yalden continued, thioughout Ins hfe,
to think as probably he thought at first, yet did not
forfeit the fiiendship of Addison.

When Namur was taken by king Wilham, Yal-
den made an ode. Thete never was any reign more
celebrated by the poets than that of Wilham, who
had very little 1egard for song himself, but hap-
pened to employ ministers who pleased themselves
with the praise of pationage.

Of this ode mention 1s made m a humorous
poem of that time, called The Oxford Laureat;
which, after many claims had been made and re-
jécted, Yalden 1s represented as demanding the lawel,
and as bemg called to lus trial, nstead of 1eceving
a reward.

His crime was {fo1 being a felon 1n verse,
And presenting lus theft to the king,

The first was a tiick not uncommon or scarce,
But the last was an impudent thing

Yet what he has stol'n was so little woith stealing,
They forgave him the damage and cost,

Had he ta’en the whole ode, as he took 1t piece-

mealing,

They had fin’d him but ten-pence at most

The poet whom he was charged with robbing was
Congreve. ‘

He wrote another poem on the death of the duke
_of Gloucester.

-

In
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In 1700, he became fellow of the collége and
next year; entering mto Orders,;was presented by
the rsoctety with a Iving 1n Watwickshire ¥, con-
sistent with the fellowstup, and chosen lecturer of
moral philosophy,'a very honourable office

On the aceession of queen Anne he wrote-another
poem , and 1s said, by the author of the Biographa,
to have declared humself ofthe party who had the
honourable distinetion of High-churchmen ;

In 1706 he was recewved nto the family of the
duhe of Beaufort Next year he became doctor 1n'
divinrty, and soon after resigned lus fellowship and
lecture and, as a token of Ins gratitude, gave the
college a picture of their founder

He was made rector of Chalton and Clewwille -f,
two adjoming towns and benefices 1n Hertfordshire,
\and had the prebends, or sinecures, of Deans, Hams,
and Pendles, m Devonshire He had before § been
chosen, 1n 1698, preacher of Bridewell Hospital,
upon the resignation of Dr Atterbury §

From this time he seems to have led a quiet and
moffensive Dife, till the clamour was raised about
Atterbury s plot  Every loyal eye was on the watch
for abettors or partakers of the horrid conspiracy
and Dr Yalden, having some acquaintance with the
bishop, and bemg famibiarly conversant with helly
Ius secretary, fell under suspicion, and was tal en
mto custody

* Thevicarage of Willoughby which he resigned 1n 1708 N
1 Ths preferment was gisen hum by the duke of Beanfort N
1 Dot long after
§ Dr Atterbury retuned the office of preacher at Bridewell
till lus promotion to the Bishoprich of Rochester Dr Yalden
succeeded hum as preacher in June 1718 N
Upon
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Upon his examination he was charged with a dan-
gerous cotrespondence with Kelly. The correspond-
ence he acknowledged ; but mamtaned that it had
no treasonable tendency. His papers were seized ;
but nothimg was found that could fix a crime upon
him, except two words 1n his pocket-book, thorough-
paced doctrine  This expression the 1magination of
his examiners had impiegnated with treason, and
the doctor was enjoined to eaplain. Thus pressed,
‘he told them that the words had lain unheeded m
his pocket-book from the time of queen Anne, and
that he was ashamed to give an account of them ; but
the truth was, that he had gratified his curiosity one
day, by heauing Daniel Burgess in the pulpit, and
those words were a memorial hint of a remarkable
sentence by which he warned his congregation to
¢ beware of” thorough-paced doctrine, * that doc-
“ trine which, coming n at one ear, paces through
#¢ the head, and goes out at the other.”

Nothing worse than this appearmg 1 his papers,
and no evidence arising agamnst him, he was set at
liberty.

It will not be supposed that a man of his charac-
ter attained high dignities 1n the Church, but he still
retaned the fiiendship, and frequented the conver-
sation, of a very numerous and splendid set of ac-
quaintance He died July 16, 1736, in the 66th
year of his age

Of his poems, many are of that irregular kind,
which, when he formed his poetical character, was

supposed to be Pmdarick.. Having fixed his atten- -
tion on Cowley as a model, he has attempted 1 some
sort to rival him, and has written a Hymn to Dark-

eSS,
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ness, evidently as a counter-part to Cowley s Hymn
to Light ! ’

This hymn seems to be his best performance, and
15, for the most part, imagmed with great vigour,
and expressed with great propriety I will not tran-
seribe 1t The seven fiist stanzas are good  but the
third, fourth, and seventh, are the best the eighth
seems to involve a contradiction  the tenth 1s exqui-
sitely beautiful  the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fif-
teenth, aie partly mythological, and partly reli-
gious, and therefore not suitable to each other,
he might better have made the whole merely philo-
sophical

There are two stanzas i this poem where Yalden
may be suspected, though hardly convicted, of ha-
ving consulted the Hymnus ad Umbram of Foue-
rus, 1n the sixth stanza, which answers 1n some sort
to these lines

Illa suo praeest nocturms numine sacris —
Perque vias errare novis dat spectra figuris,
Manesque exettos medios ululare per agros
Sub noctem, et questu notos complere penates
And again, at the conclusion
Iila suo semum secludit corpore toto
Haud numerans jug: fugientia secula lapsu
Ergo ubi postremum mundt compage solutd
Hanc rerum molem suprema absumpserit hora
Ipsa leves cineres nube amplectetur opaca,
Et prisco imperio rursus dominabitur yMBrA

His Hymn to Light s notequal to theother He
seems to think that there 1s an East absolute and
positine where the Morning rices

In
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In the last stanza, having mentioned the sudden
eruption of new-created Light, he says,

/

Awhile th’ Almighty wond’1mg stood.

He ought to have remembered that Infimite Know-
ledge can never wonder. All wonder 1s the effect of
novelty upon ignorance. °

Of his other poems 1t is sufficient to say, that they
deserve peiusal, though they are not always exactly
polished, though the rhymes are sometimes very 1ll
sorted, and though his faults seem rather the omis-
sions of idleness than the negligences of enthusiasm.

-

TICKELL.
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THOMAS TICKELL, the son of the reverend
Richard Tichell, was born in 1686 at Bradchirh, 1n
Cumberland and m Apnl 1701 became 1 mom-
ber of Queens college m Oxford 1 1708 he was
made Master of Arts and, two years afterwaids, was
chosen Fellow, for wiich, 15 he did not comply
with the statutes by taking Orders, he obtammed a
dispensation from the Cronn  He held his Tellow-
ship till 1726, nd then vacated 1it, by marrying, mn
that year, at Dublin
Tichell was not one of those scholars who werr
away their lives in closets e entered early into the
world, and was long busy mn publick 2flurs 1n
which he was mmtiated under the pitronage of Addi-
son, whose notice he 15 sard to have gamed by Ins
verses 1n praise of Rosamond
To those verses 1t would not have been just to deny
regard for they contain some of the most elegant
encomiastick strams and, among the innumerible
pocms of the same kind, 1t will be hard to find one
with
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with which they need to fear a comparison. It may
deserve observation, that, when Pope wrote long af-
terwards 1 praise of Addison, he has copied, at least
has resembled, Tickell. |

Let joy salute fair Rosamonda’s shade,
And wreaths of myrtle crown the lovely maid
While now perhaps with Dido’s ghost she roves,
And heais and tells the story of their loves,
Alike they mouin, alike they bless their fate,
Since Love, which made them wretched, made them

great
Nor longer that relentless doom bemoan,
Which gan’d a Virgil and an Addison
TICKELL

'L hen future ages with dehght shall see
How Plato’s, Bacon’s, Newton’s, looks agree,
Or m farr series laurel’d bards be shown,
A Virgil there, and here an Addison Pore

He produced another piece of the same kind at
the appearance of Cafo, with equal skill, but not
equal happiness.

When the ministers of queen Anne were nego-
tiating with France, Tickell published The Prospect
of Peace, a poem, of which the tendency was to re-
claim the nation from the piide of conquest to the
pleasmes of tranqullity. How far Tickell, whom
Swift afterwards mentioned as Whiggissimus, had
then connected himself with any party, I know not,

, this poem certainly did not flatter the practices, or
promote the opmions, of the men by whom he was
after wards befriended

Mr Addison, however he hated the men then in
power, suflered his filendship to prevail over his

publick
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public spirity end gave n the Spectator such praises
of Iichells poem, that when, after having long
wished to pertise 1t, I1lmd hold on it atlast, I thought
1t unequal to the honours which 1t hnd received, and
found 1t a prece to be approved rather than admired
But the hope excited by 1work of genus, bemg ge-
neral and mdefimte, 1s1arely gratified It nas read
at that tume with so much favour, that six editions
were sold

At the arrnal of hing George he sang The Royal
Progress, which, bemg n<erted n the Spectator,
15 well known  and of wluch st 1s just to say, that 1t
1s neither hugh nor low

The poetical merdent of most importance n Tich-
ells life was lus publication of the first book of the
Ihad, as translated by lamself, an apparent oppo-
sition to Pope s Homer, of which the first pmt made
1ts entrance mto the world at the same time

Addison declared that the rival versions were both
good but that Tickell s was the best that ever was
made and with Addison, the wits, his adherents and
followers, were certain to concur Pope does not
appear to have been much dismayed , o1, says he,
I have the town, that 15, the mob on my side”
But he remarks, ¢ that 1t 1s common for the smnller
“ party to make up m diligence what they want 1
“ numbers , he appeals to the people as hus proper
“ judges , and, 1f they are not inchned to condemn
“ him, heis m hitle care about the lugh flyers at
« Button s

Pope did not long think Addison an 1mpartial
Judge for he consdered hun as the wnter of

Tichells
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Tickell's veision. The 1easons for his susprcion Iwill
literally tianscuibe fiom M1 Spence’s Collection.
“ Theie had been'a coldness (saud M1 Pope) be-
« {ween Mr. Addison and me for some time; and
“ we had not been m company together, for a good
“ while, any where but at Button’s coffee-house,
“ where I used to see Inm almostevery day  Onlus
¢ meeting me there, one day 1n particular, he took
¢ me aside, and said he should be glad to dine with
“ me, at such a tavern, 1f I stard till those people
¢« were gone (Budgell and Philips) 'We went accord-
¢ mgly, and after dinner Mr. Addison said, ¢ That
¢ he had wanted for some time to talk with me;
¢ that s fitend, Tickell had formerly, whilst at
« Oxford, translated the fitst book of the Ihad,
“ that he designed to pimt 1t, and had desired him
¢ to look 1t over; that he must theiefore beg that I
“ would not desire him to look over my fiist book,
® because, 1f he did, 1t would have the an of double-
“ dealing” I assuted hum that I did not at all take
1t 11l of Mr Tickell that he was gomg to publish
“hi¢ translation, ihat he certanly had as much
“ right to translate any author as mysell, and that
“ publishing both was entering on a fuir stage. 1
¢ then added, that I would not desire lnm to look
“ over my first book of the Iliad, because he had
“looked over Mr Tickell’s, but dould wish fo
 have the benefit of his observations on the second,
“ which I had then finished, and which My, Tickell
“ had not touched upon Accordingly I sent hum
“ the second book the next morning, and Mr. Ad-
“ dison 2 few days after 1eturned 1t, with very Ingh
“ com-
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¢« commendations  Soon after it was generally I nown
« that Mr.Tichell was publishing the first book of
“rther Ilurd, T met Dr Young in the street and
“ upon our filling wnto that subject, the Doctor ex-
“ipressed a great deal of surprize at Tickells baving
« had such a translation so long by nm ' He sud,
« that 1t was mconcervable to hum, and that there
« must be some mistahe mn the matter, that each
« used to commumieate to the'other whatever verses
< they wrote,’ even to the least things~ that Tichell
¢ could not have been busiedm so long a work there
« without s hnowing something of the matfer,
and that be had never heard a single word of 1t
“ t1ll on this occasion  This surprise of Dr Young,
“ together with what Steele has <aid against Tickell
“ 1 relation to this affur, mahe 1t highly probable
“ that-there was some underhand dealing 1n that bu-
“smess nd mdeed Tickell mmself, who 15 a very
< fair worthy man, has since, 1n a manner, as good
“as owned 1t to me When 1t was mtroduced nto
“ a canversation between Mr Tichell and Mr Pope,
+% by a thud peison, Tickell did not deny 1t, which,
* considering Ins honour, nd zeal for Ius departed
¢ friend,” was the same as ownmng 1t
Upon these suspicions, with which Dr Warburton

hunts tliut other circumstances coneurred, Pope al-
ways m his Art of Sinking quotes this book s the
work of Addison *’ i

! Lo compare the two transltions would be tédious
the 'palin 18 now given umversally to Pope, but I
think the first lines of Tichell s were rather to be
preferred " and Pope scems to have smce horrowed
<omething from them 1n the correction of his own

When
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When the Hanover succession wasdisputed, Tickell
gave what assistance lus pen would supply His Let-
ter to Avignon stands high among paity-poems; it
expiesses contempt without coarseness, and supe-
riority without msolence. It had the success which
it deserved, being five times printed.

He was now timately umted to Mr Addison,
who, when he went into Ireland as secretary to the
lord Sunderland, took him thither and employed
him m publick business ; and when (1717) afterwards
he rose to be secietary of state, made him under-se-
cretay. Their friendship seems to have continued
without abatement ; for, when Addison died, he left
him the chaige of pubhishing his works, with a so-
lemn recommendation to the patronage of Craggs.

To these works he prefixed an elegy on the author,
which could owe none of its beauties to the assistance
which might be suspected to have strengthened or
embelhshed his earlier compositions ; but neither he
nor Addison ever produced nobler lines than a1e con-
tamed 1 the third and fourth paragraphs; norisa
moie sublime or more elegant funeral-poem to be
found 1n the whole compass of English literature.

He was afterwards (about 1725) made secretary to
the Loids Justices of Ireland, a place of great honour;
in which he continued till 1740, when he died on the
twenty-third of Apiil at Bath.

Of the poems yet unmentioned the longest 1s Ken-
sington Gardens, of which the versification 1s smooth
and elegant, but the fiction unskilfully compounded:
of Grecian Deities and Gothick Fanies. Neither
species of those exploded Bemgs could have done
much ; and, when they are biought togethei, they

only

»
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only make each other contemptible To Tickell,
however, cannot be refused a hugh pla¢e among the
minor poets  nor should 1t be forgotten thdt he was
one of the contributors to the Spectator ~With re-
spect to lus personal character, he 1s sad to hwe
been a man of gay conversation, atleast a temperate
lover of wime and company, and 1 his domestick re-
lations without censure

Vor X T HAM-
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HAMMON D.

OF Mr. HAMMOND, though he be well remem-
bered as a man esteemed and caressed by the ele-
gant and the great, I was at fiist able to obtamn no
other memorials than such as are supplied by a book
called Cibber's Lawes of the Poets, of which I take
this opportunity to testify that 1t was not written, nor
I believe, ever seen, by either of the Cibbers; but
was the woik of Robeit Shiels, a native of Scotland, a
man of very acute understanding, though with little
scholastick education, who, not long after the pub-
Lication of his woirk, died 1n London of a consump-
tion. His life was vntuous, and lus end was prous.
Theophilus Cibbei, then a puisoner for debt, im-
parted, as I was told, his name for ten guineas. The
manuscript of Shiels 1s now 1n my possession.

Y have since found that Mr. Shiels, though he was
no neghgent enquirer, had been msled by false ac-
counts ; for he relates that James Hammond, the
author of the Elegies, was the son of a Turkey

C meichant,

t
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merchant, and had some office at the prince of
Waless court, till love of a ladv, whose name was
Dashwood, for a time disordered us understanding
He was unextingaishably amorous, and his mistress
mexorably cruel

Of this narrative, part 1s true, and part false  He
was the second son of Anthony Hammond, a man of
note among the wits, poets, and parliamentary ora-
tors, m the begmmmng of this century, wha was
allied to Sir Robert Walpole by marryng his stster*
He was born about 1710, and educated at West-
minster-school  but 1t does not appear that he was
of ny unwversity - Hewas equerry to the prince of
‘Wales, and seems' to hwe come very early imto
publick notice, and to have been distmguished by
those whose friendship prejudiced mankind at that
time m fwour of the man on-whom they were be-
stoned for he was the companton of Cobham, Lyt-
telton, and Chesterfield He 1s said to have divided
hus life between pleasure and books 1n his retire-
ment forgetting the town, and mn his guety losing
the student Ol lus literary hours ll the effects are
here exhubited, of which the Elegies were written
very easly, and the Prologue not long before his
death

In 1741, he was chosen mnto parhament for Truro
1 Cornwall, probably one of those who were elected
by the Princes influence and died next year in

* This nccount 1s still er ‘James Hi d our au
thor was of a different famils the econd son of Anthony Ham

mond of Somer ham plce in the county of Huntmgdon Esq
See Gent Mag vol LVII p 780 R

F Mr Cole give Jum to Camfmdge MSS Athenw Cantab 1
Mue Bt C

T2 June
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June at Stowe, the famous seat of lord Cobham,
His mistiess long outhved lhim, and m 1779 died
unmaiited. The chatacter which her lover be-
queathed her was, indeed, not likely to attiact court-
ship.

The Elegies were published after s death, and
while the wiitel's name was remembered with
fondness, they were read with a 1esolution to ad-
mne them.

The 1ecommendatory preface of the editor, who
was then believed, and 1s now affiimed by Di. Maty,
to be the eml of Chesterfield, raised stiong preju-
dices 1 their favour.

But of the piefacer, whoever he was, 1t may be
1easonably suspected that he never 1ead the poems;
for he professes to value them for a very high epecies
of excellence, and 1ecommends them as the genuine
effusions of the mind, which expresses a 1eal passion
m the language of nature. ~But the tiuth 1s, these
elegies have neither passion, natwme, nor manners,
Where thete 1s fiction,, theie 1s no passion : he that
describes himself as a shepherd, and his Nemia or
Delia as a shepherdess, and talks of goats and lambs,
feels no passion. He that courts his mistress with
Roman imagery deserves to lose her , for she may with
good reason suspect his sincerity. Hammond has few
sentiments drawn from nature, and few images fiom
modern life. He produces nothing but frigid pedan-
try It would be hard to find 1 all his productions
thiee stanzas that deseive to be remembered

Like other lovers, he threatens the lady v ith
dying ; and what then shall fo’llow ?

.. - wWilt,
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Whlt thou m tears thy lover’s corse attend
With eyes averted hight the solemn pyre,
Till all around the doleful flames ascend,
Then slowly sinking, by degrees expire?
To sooth the hovering soul be thine the care,
With plantive cries to lead the mournful band,
In sable weeds the golden vase to bear,
And cull my ashes with thy trembling hand
Panchaa s odours be their costly feast,
And all the pride of Asia s fragrant year,
Gnie them the treasures of the farthest East,
And, what 1s still more precious, gne thy tear 7

(3]
~t
-t

Surely no blame can fall upon 2 nymph ’who re-

Jected a swam of so httle meanming

His verses are not rugged, but they hive no sweet-
ness they never glide in a stream of melody Why
Hammond or other writers have thought the quatram
of ten syllables elegiac, 1t 1s difficult to tell The
character of the Elegy 1s gentleness and tenwity , but
this stanza has been pronounced by Dryden, whose
knowledge of English metre was not inconsiderable,
to be the most magnificent of all the measures whigh
our language affords

SOMLR



) ( 278 )

SOMERVILE -

OF Mr.* SOMERVILEs hfe I am not able
to say any thing that can satisfy curiosity.

He was a gentleman whose estate was in War-
wickshire; his house, where he was boia 1n 1692,
is called Edston, a seat mherited from a long hne of
ancestors; for he was said to be.of the first fanuly
in hus county. He tells of himself that he was born
near the Avon’s banks He was bied at Winchester-
school, and was elected fellow of New College. It
does not appea: that in the places of lus education
he exhibited any uncommon proofs of genius o1 I
terature. His poweis were first displayed i the
country, where he was distinguished as a poet, a gen-
tleman, and a skilful and useful justice of the peace.

Of the close of his life, those whom is poems
have delighted will read with pain the following ac-
count, copied from the Letters of his fiiend Shen-
stone, by whom he was too much resembled.

“. Ouw old fitend Somervile 1s dead' I did not
“ 1magine I could have been so sorry as I find myself
“ on'this occasion,  Sublatum guwr unus, Icannow

-

* Wilkam
« excuse
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¢ excuse all hus foribles  1mpute them to age, and to
« distress of circumstances the last of these consi-
“ derations wrings my very sou! to thmh on  Fora
“ man of ngh spinit, conscious of having (at least
% 1n one production) genernlly pleased the world, to
% be plagued and threatened by wretches that are
“Jow 1 every sens¢ to be forced to drink himself
« into pams of the body, m order to get rud of the
¢ puns of the mind, 15 a msery '

He died July 19, 1742, and was buried at Wot-
ton, near Henley on Arden

" His distresses need not be much pitied  tus estate

1s smud to have been fifteen hundred 2 year, which by
his death devolved to lord Somervile of Scotland
His mother imndeed, who lived till nmety, had a
Jomture of siv hundred

It 1s wath regret that I find my <elf not better enas
bled to exhibit memorals of a wnter, who at least
must be llowed to have set a good example to men of
his own cliss, by devoting part of his time to elegant
knowledge and who has shewn, by the subjects
which his poetry has adorned, that 1t 1s practicable
to be atoncea shilful sportsman and a man of letters

Somervile has tried many modes of poetry and
though perhaps he has not 1n any reached such ex-
cellence as to ruse much envy, 1t may commonly
be said at least, that “he wntes very well for a
% gentleman  His serious Preces are sometimes
elesated, and ns tnfles wre sometimes elegant  In
his verses to Addison, the.couplet which mentions
Clio 1s written with the most exquisite delicacy of
prasse,, 1t eshibits one of those happy strokes that

are
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are seldom attamed. In his Odes to Marlborougly
there are beautful lines; but n the second Ode he
shews that he knew little of his hero, when he talks
of his prvate virtues. His subjects arie commonly
sach as require no great depth of thought or energy
of expression, His Fables are generally stale, and
therefoie excite no 'cuuos.ty, Of his favourite, The
Two Springs, the fiction 15 unnatwial, and the moral
inconsequential. In his Tales there is too much
coarseness, with too Iittle care of language, and not
sufficient rapicity of nairation

His great woik 1s lus Chace, which he undeitook
in his maturer age, when his ear was improved to
the approbation of blank veise, of which however
his two first lines gave a bad specimen. To this
poerr praise cannot be totally denied He s allowed
by spoitsmen to wiite with great mtelhgence ot s
subject, which 1s the fiist 1equisite to excellence;
and though 1t 1s impossible to mterest the common
readers of verse m the dangers o1 pleaswes of the
chace, he has done all that transition and vaiety
could eésﬂy effect, and has with gieat propriety
enlarged his plan by the modes of hunting used
other countries.

With still less judgment did he caure blank - cise
as the veh:cle of Rural Spores 1If blank veise be not
turmd and gorgeous, it 1s crippled prose, and fanu-
liar 1images m labowed language have nothing to 1e-
commend them but absurd novelty, which, wanting
the attractions of Nature, cannot please long One
excellence of ZThe Splendid Shilling, 1s; thet 1t 1s
short, Disgmise can gratify no longe: than 1t decerves.

!
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IT hos been obseried m All ages, that the adian
tages of mature or of fortune have contributed very
httle to the promotion of hippiness  and that those
whom the splendour of thar raul, or the extent of
therr eypraity, hve plced upon the summuts of
human hife, hwe not often given v just oceston
to envy m those who look up to them from a lower
station whether at be that app nent sup nority
ates great designs, nd great destgns arc natarally
hable to fatal miscarriages  or that the gencrl lot of
manland 15 misery, and the misfutanes of thos,
whose emmence drew upon them an unineral atten
Tion, hve been wore crefully recorded, because
They were more gencrlly obseried, and have
rerhity been o1’y more conspicuous than tho e of
other , not mote frequent, or morc severe

That affluence and power, advantages extrmsieh
and adventitious, and therefore evsily scparable from

* The first edition of thus mteresting nrratise  acconhing to
Mr Boswell was published in 1744 by Roberts The sccond
now hefore me bears date 1748 and was published by Cave
Very few altertions were made by the author when he added
it to the present collection €

those
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those by whoin they are possessed, should very often
flatter the mmd with expectations of felieity which
they cannot give, raises no astonishment, but it
seems 1ational to hope, that intellectual greatness
should produce better effects ; that minds quahfied
for great attamments should first endeavour the
own benefit, and that they, who are most able to
teach others the way to happiness, should with most
certamnty follow 1t themselves.

But this expectation, however plausible, has been

very frequently disappomted. The heroes of literary
as well as civil hustory have been very often no lessie-
markable for what they have suffered, than for what
they have atchieved , and volunies have been written
only to enumerate the miseries of the learned, and
relate therr unhappy lives, and untimely deaths.
" To these mournful narratives, [ am about to add
the Life of Richaid Savage, a man whose wirtings
entitle him to an emiment rank in the classes of
learming, and whose msfortunes claim a degree of
compassion, not always due to the unhappy, as they
were often the consequences of the crimes of others,
rather than his own.

In the year 1697, Anne Countess of Macclesfield,
having lived some time upon very uneasy teims
with her husband, thought a' public confession of
adultery the most cbvious and expeditious method
of obtaming her libeity , and therefore declared, that
the child, with which she was then great, was be-
gotten by the Earl Ruvers. This, as may be ima-
gined, made her husband no less desirous of a sepa-
ration than herself, and he prosecuted his design m
the most effectual manner , for he apphed not to the

ecclesiastical
Y
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ecclemstical courts for a divorce, but to the parla-
ment for an act, by which hiv marmge micht be
dissolved, the nuptinl contract totally annulled, and
the children of hus wife illegitunated  Lhis Act, after
the usual deliberation, he obtamed, though without
the approbation of some, who considered mrriage
as an affm only cogmzable by ceelessticnl Judges *
and on March 3d was separated from Ins wife, whowe
fortune, winch was very great, was repud her, and
who having, as well as her husband, the liberty of
making another choice, was 1 a short time married
to Colonel Brett

While the earl of Macclesficld was prosecuting:
thus aflar, ln wife wae, on the 10th of Jaunary,
1697 8, dcdnered of 2 son  and the Larl Rivers,
by appearing to consider lm 1s lus oun, left none
any reason to doubt of the smcenty of her dedh-
ration  for he was Ins godfather, and gave hum Ins
own name, winch was by his direction inscrted m the
register of St Andrew s panish 1n Holborn, bat un-
fortunately left him to the care of lus mother, v hom,
as she was now set free from her husband, he pro-
bably imagined hkely to treat with great tenderness
the child that had contiibuted to so pleasing an esent

* This year was made remarkable by the dis olution of a mr
niage solemnized 1n the fice of the church Swrvon ; Review

The follo ving protest {3 regis ered in the books of the House
of Lords

Dussentlent

Because we concerse that this 1s the first Wl of that nature
that hath pas.ed where theie w s not 2 duworcee first obtatned 1y
the Spintual Court  whieh we Tool upon as an il precedent
and may be of dangerous consequence m th futwe

Havtras Rocnesrin

It
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It 1s not indeed easy to discover what motives could
be found to over-balance that natwal aflection of a
parent, o1 what interest could be promoted by neglect
or ciuelty. The dicad of shame or of poverty, by
which some wietches have been incited to abandon
or to murder ther cluldren, cannot be supposed to
have affected a woman who had pioclaimed her erimes
and solicited reproach, and on whom the clemency
of the legislatme had undesersedly bestowed a for-
tune, which would have been very httle dimimished
by the expences which the caie of her child could
have brought upon hei. It was therefore not hkely
that she would be wicked without tcmptatxon'; that
she would look upon her son fiom his buth with a
kind of resentinent and abhorience; and, instead of
supporting, assisting, and defending nm, dehght to
see hun strugghng with misery, or that she would
take every oppor tunity of aggravating Insmisfortunes,
and obstructing Ins resouices, and with an nunplaca-
ble and 1estless cruelty continue her persecution
from the first hour of his Iife to the last

But whatever were her motives, no sooner was her
son born, than she discovered a reselution of disown-
ing him, and m a very shoit time removed him
fiom her sight, by committing hum to the care of a
poor woman, whom she dnected to educate him as
her own, and enjomed never to mform him of his
tiue paients. ,

Such was the begmning of the hife of Richaid
Bavage Born with a legal claym to honour and to
affluence, he was 1n two' months 1llegitimated by the
pailiament, and disowned by his mother, doomed to
poverty and obscurity, and launched upon the ocean

of

.
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of lfe, only that he might be swallowed by its
quichsands, or dashed upon 1ts rocks

His mother cohld not wdeed infiet others with
the same cruelty  As 1t was impossible to avoid the
Inquiries which the curiosity or tenderness of her re-
lations made after her chuld, she was obliged to gne
some account of the measures <she had tihen, and hicr
mother, the Lady Mason, whether in approbation of
her design, o1 to prevent more criminal contrivanees,
engged to transict with the nurse, to pay her for
her care, and to supermtend the edueation of the
child

In this charitable office she vas 1ssisted by us god-
mother Mrs Lloyd, who, while she Inad, unmys
looked upon him with that tenderness which the har-
banty of his mother made pecatinrly necessary  but
her death, wich happened i Ius tenth yem, was m-
other of the musfoitunes of Ius childhood, for thongli
she Lindly endewoured to alleviate Ins loss by a
legacy of three hundred pounds, yct, as he had none
to prosecute I« clam, to shelter Inm fiom oppies-
sion, or call mn Iaw to the as istance of justice, her
will was eluded by the executors, 1nd no part of the
money was evur pud

He was, howeyer, not yet wholly ~bandoned The
Lady Mason still continued her cue, wnd directed
Iy to be pliced 1t 1 small grammar school nenr St.
Albans, where he was called by the name of his
nurse, without the leist intunation that he had a
claim to any other ‘

Here he was mtiated m hterture, and ps ed
through several of the clnsses, with what rapudity or
with what applause cannot now be known  As he al-

wIys
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ways spoke with 1espect of his master, 1t 13 probable
that the mean 1ank, m wiich he then appeared, did
not hinder lus gemus from bemy -distmguished, or
Ius mdustiy from bemg renarded. and 1f m <o low
a state he obtamed distinction and rewards, 1t 1s not
likely that they were ganed but by genius and -
dustry.

It 15 very 1easonable to conjecture, that hic appli-
cation was equal to his abihties, because hisimprove-
ment was more than proportioned to the opportunt-
ties which he enjoyed, nor can it be doubted, that
if Inus earhiest productions had been preserved, hike
those of happicr students, we might in some have
found vigor ous sathes of that spuightly humour which
distinguishes The Author to be let, and 1n others
strong touches of that mdent imagmation which
pamted the solemn scenes of Lhe I underer.

While he was thus cultivating hns gemus, his fa-
ther the Eail Rners was <aized with a distemper,
wlinch m a short time put an end to his hfe*. He
had frequently mquued after hus son, and had always
been amused with f{allacious and cvasive answels;
but, being now m his own opimon on his death-
bed, he thought 1t lus duty to provide for lum
among his other natwmal clnldren, and theictore de-
manded a positive account of him, with an impor-
tunity not to be diverted or denmied. IHis mother,
who could no longer 1cfuse an answer, determmed at
least to give such as should cut him off for ever fiom
that happiess which competence affords, and there-
fore declaied that he was dead, 'which 1s perhaps
the first nstance of a lie 1nvented by a mother to

* He died Aug 18th, 1712 R, q
eprive

,
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deprive. her <on of a provision which was designed
Iim by another, and wlich she could not expect
herself, though he <hould lose 1t

Tlus was therefore an act of wichedness which
could not be defeated, because it could not be sus-
pected, the Larl did not imagme there could exist
1 2 human form a mother that would rum her son.
without enriching herself, and thercfore bestowed
upon some other person si\ thousand pounds, which
he had 1 hns will bequeathed to Savage

The same cruelty which meited Ins mother to n-
tercept this provision which had been intended him,
prompted;her m 2 short time to another project, 2
project worthy of such a disposttion  She ender-
voured to rid her<elf from the danger of being at any
time made hnown to him, by sending lum secretlv
to the Amertcan Plantations *

By who e hindness tlus schene was counteracted,
or by whose mterposition she was mduced to lay
aside her design, I Lnow not 1t 1s not unprobable
that the Lady Mnson mght persunde or compel her
to desist, or perhaps she could not easily find accom-
plices wiched enough fo concur 1n so eruef an action
for 1t may be concened, that those, who had by 2
long gradtion of guilt hardened their hearts aganst
the sense of common wickedness, would jet be
shoched at the design of a mother to expose her son
to slavery and want, to expose lnm without interest,
and without provocation, and Savage might on this
occasion find protectors and advocates among those
who had long traded 1n crimes, and whom compas-
sion had never touched before

¥ Savage s Preface to lus Miscellanies
Being
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Being hindered, by whatever means, from banishi-
ing hum 1nto another country, she foimed soon after
a scheme for burymg him in poveity dnd obscurity
in lus own , and that lus station of life, if not the
place of Tus residence, might keep him for ever at a
distance fiom her, she ordered him to be placed with
a shoe-maker in Holboin, that, after the usual time
of tiial, he might become his apprentice®.

It is generally reported, that tlhis project was for
some {1me successful, and that Savage was employed
at the awl longer than he was willing o confess ; nor
was 1t perthaps any great advantage to him, that an
unexpected discovery determined him to quit his
occupation.

About this time his nmise, who had always tieated
him as her own son, died; and 1t was natural for
him to take care of those effects which by her death
were, as he imagined, become his own : he therefore
went to her house, opened her boxes, and examined
her papers, among which he found some letters
written to her by the Lady Mason, which informed
him of his buth, and the reasons for which it was
eoncealed.

He was no longer satisfied with the employment
which had been allotted him, but thought he had
a right to share the affluence of his mother; and
therefore withoat scruple applied to her as her son,
and made use of every art to awaken her tenderness,
and attiact her regard. But neither his letters nor
the nterposition of these fitends which his mert or
hus distress procured him, made any mmpression upon

¥ Savage’s Preface to hus Miscellaues

her
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hiermmd  She still resclved to heglect, though she
could no longer disown lum

It was to no purpose that he frequently sohieited
her to admit him to see her, she avorded him with
the most vigilant precaution, and ordered lim to"be
excluded from her house, bv whomeocser he might
be ntroduced, and what reason socver he imght give
for entering 1t ‘

Savage was at the same time so touched with the
discovery of his 1eal mother, that 1t vwas his frequent
practice to walk m the dark evenings * for severl
hours before her door, m hopes of scemng her as she
might come by acaident to the window, or cross
her apartment with a candle 1n her hand b

But all lus assidmity and tenderness were without
effect, for he could neither soften her heart nor open
her hand, and was reduced to the utmost misenes of
want, while he was endeavouring to awahen the of-
fection of a mother He was therefore obliged to
seek some other means of support and, having no
profession, becime by necessity an author

At this time the attention of the lterary world
wns engrossed by the Bangonan controversy, winch
filled the press with pamphlets, and the coffee houses
with disputants  Of this subject, as most popular,
he made chotce for Ius first attempt, and, without
any other knowledge of the question than he had
casually collected from conversation, published 2
poem agamst the Bishop §

‘What was the success or merit of this performance,
T'hnow not 1t was probably lost among the mnu-

* See the Plan Denlet

+ Itwascalled The Battle of the Pamphlets R

VYor X U merble
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merable pamphlets to which that dispme gave occa-
sion. M. Savage was himself in a Iittle time ashamed
of 1t, and endeavoumed to suppiess 1t, by destioying
all the copies that he could collect.

He then attempted a moie gamtul kind of writing ~,
and in his eighteenth year offered to the stage a come-
dy boirowed fiom a Spanish plot, which was refused
by the players, and was theiefore given by him to
Mr Bullock, who, having more interest, made some
shght alterations, and brought 1t upon the stage, un-
der the title of Womanw's a Riddle-, but allowed
the unhappy author no part of the profit

Not discouraged however at his 1epulse, he wrote
two yeais afterwards Love in a Feil, another co-
medy, boriowed likewise from the Spamish, but with
little better success than before; for though it was
recetved and acted, yet 1t appeared so late m the
year, that the author obtained no other advantage
from 1t, than the acquamntance of Sir Richaid Steele,
and Mr. Wilks, by whom he was pitied, caressed,
and relieved

Sir Richaid Steele, having declared mn his favour
with all the aidour of benevolence which constituted
his character, promoted his interest with the utmost
zeal, related Ins misfortunes, applauded lus merit,
took all the oppoitunities of 1ecommendmg him,
and asserted, that  the imhumanity of his mother

“ had given him a nght to find every good man his
“ father %

> Jacob’s Lives of the Dramatick Poets Dr J

T This play was printed fist 1n Svo, and afterwaids in 12mo
the fifth edition Dr J

1 Plamn Deale:. Dr J.
Nor
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« Wor was Mr Savage admitted to lus acquaintance
onlv, but tothis confidence, of which he sometimes
related an tstance too extriordinary to be omutted, as
1t affords a'very Just 1det of hus patron's character

He was once desired by Sir Richard, with an aw
of the utmost importance, to come tery euly to hus
house the next mormng  Mr Savage came as he
had prommsed, found the chariot at the door, and
Sir Richiard waiting rfor him, and readyto go out
What was mtenled, and whither they were to go,
Savage could not conjecture, and was not willing to
enquire, but nmmedately 1seatedt himself with Sir
Richard The corchman was ordered to drive, and
they hurried with the ntmost expefition to Hyde-
Park Corner, where they stopped atra petty tavern,
and retiréd td a private room 't Sir Richard then m-
formed him, that he mtended to publish a pamphlet
and that he had desired him to come thither that he
might wnte forlnm They soon sat down to the work
Su Richard dictated, and Savage wrote, till the
dmner that had heen ordered was put upon the
tble  Savage was surprised at the meanness of the
entertanment, and after some hesitation ventured
torsk for wine, which Sir Richard, not without
reluctance, ordered to be brought They then
fimshed their dinner, and proceeded 1n their pam-
phlet, which they concluded n the afternoon

Mr Savage then imagmed his task was over, and
expected that Sir Richard would call forthereckoning,”
and return home  but hus expectations decerved him,
for Sir Richard told um that he was without money;
and that the pamphlet must be sold before th# dinner
could be pard for  and Savage was therefore obhiged

v e to
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to go and offer their new production for sale for two
guineas, which with some difficulty he obtained. Sir
Richard then returned home, having retired that day
only to avoid his creditors, and composed the pam-
phlet only to discharge hus 1eckoning.

MTr. Savage related another fact equally uncommon,
which, though 1t has no 1elation to lus life, ought
to be preserved.  Sir Richaid Steele having one day
invited to his house a great number of persons of the
fiist quality, they weie surprised at the number of
liveries which smrounded the table , and after dinner,
when wmme and mirth had set them fiee fiom the
observation of 11g1d ceremony, one of them enquned
of- Sir Richaid, how such an expensive tiam of
domesticks could be coasistent with lis fortune.
Sir Richard very frankly confessed, that they were °
fellows of whom he would very willingly be nd.
And bemng then asked why he did not discharge
them, declared that they were bailiffs, who had m-
troduced themselves with an execution, and whom,
. since he could not send them away, he had thought
it convenient to embellish with hveries, that they
might do lnm ciedit while they staid.

His fuiends were diverted with the expedient, and
by paying the debt dischaiged therr attendance, ha-
ving obliged Sir Richard to promise that they should
never agamn find hum graced with a retinue of the
same kind.

Under such a tutor Mr. Savage was not hkely to
deain piudence or frugality ; and perhaps many of
the musfortunes which the want of those virtues
brought, upon him 1 the following parts of hus Iife,
ruight bz justly imputed tosounimprovinganexample.

{ - Nor

'Y
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Nor did the kindness of Sir Richard end 1n com-
mon favours  He proposed to have established hum
1n some settled scheme of life, and to have contracted
z khind of allmnce with him, by marrymg himto a
natural daughter, on whom he intended to bestow a
thousand pounds ~ But, though he was always lavish
of future bounties, he conducted his affairs 1n such 2
manner, that he was very seldom able to I eep hus
promuses, or execute hus own 1ntentions  and, as he
was never able to raise the sum which he had offered,
the marriage was delayed  In the mean time he wad
officiously mnformed, that Mi Savage had nidiculed.
hin by which he was so much exasperated, that
he withdrew the allowance which he had pmd him,
and never afterwards admitted him to Ins house

It 15 not indeed unlikely that Savage might by Ius
mnprudence expose humself to the malice of a tale-
bearer for lis pitron had many follies, which, as
his discernment easily discovered, Ius imagmation
mmght sometiimes mcite lum to mention too ludi-
crously A lttle knowledge of the world 1s sufficient
to discover that sach weahness 1s very common, and
that there are few who do not sometimes, 1 the wan-
tonness of thoughtless mirth, or the heat of transient
resentment, speal of then friends and benefactors
with levity and contempt, though in therr cooler mo-
ments they want neither sense of their kindness, nor
reverence for therr virtue, the fault therefore of Mr
Savage was rather neghgence than ingratitude  But
Sir Richard must hkewse be acquitted of seventy,
for who 15 there that can, patiently bear contempt

fiom one whom he has relieved and supported, who e,
establishment
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establishment he has laboured, and whose interest he
has promoted ?

He was now agam abandoned to fortune without
any other friend than Mr. Wilks ; a man, who, what-
ever were lus abilites or shill as an actor, dcserves at
least to be remembered for Ius virtues » , which aie
not often io be found 1n the woild, and perhaps less
often m his profession than 1n others. To be hu-
mane, geneious, and candid, 15 a very Ingh degree
of menit m any case, but those qualities deserve still
gieater praise, when they are found i that conch-
tion which makes almost every other man, for what-

4 As 1t 1s a loss to mankind when any good action 15 forgotten,
1 shall inse1t another instance of Mr Wilks's generosity, very
little known Mr Snuth, a gentleman cducated at Dubhn,
bhemng hindered by an mmpediment m s pronunaation from
ergagmng 1 orders, for which hus firends designed i, lede s
own countiy, and came to London in qucst of emplovment,
but found his soheitations fruitless, and his nceessities every day
more piessing  In this distiess he wiote a tragedy, and oflered
it to the playeis, by whom 1t was 1¢jected  Thus were hus last
hopes defeated, and he had no othier prospect thin of the most
deplorable poverty  But M: Wilks thought his peiformance,
though not perfect, at least worthy of some ieward, and there-
fore oftered lum a benefit This fatour he mmproved with so
much dlho-ence, that the house afforded hm a considerable sum,
with which he went to Leyden, apphied himself to the study of
physick, and prosecuted tus design with so much dihgence and
success, that, when Dr Bocthaave was desned by the Czanmn
to recommend proper persons to mtroduce mto Russia the prac-
tice and study of physick, D1 Smith was one of those whom
he selected He had a considerable pension settled on hum at
Ius arval, and was one of the chief physicians at the Russian
court D J

A Letter from Dr Smith in Russia to Mz Wilks 1s pinted
i Chettvood’s History of the Stage R

-

€yel

\
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ever reason, contemptttous, msolent, petulwnt, <elfish,
and brutal
As Mr Whlks was one of those to whom calamity
seldom compluned without relief, he naturally took
an unfortunate wit into s protection, and not only
assisted im n any casual distresses, but continued
an equal and sterdy hndness to the time of hus death
By his mterposition Mr Savage once obtuned
from s mother * fifty pounds, and a promise of one,
hundred and fifty more, but it was the fate of tlus
withappy man, that few promses of any advantage
to Inm were performed IIis mother wns mfected,
among others, with the general madness of the South
Sea trafick  and, having been disappointed 1n her
expectations, refused to pay what perhaps nothing
but the prospect of sudden affluence prompted her
to promise
« Bemg thus obliged to depend upon the friendship
of Mr ‘Will <, he was consequently an assiduous fre-
quenter of the theatres, and 1n a short time the
amusements of the stage took such possession of Ins
mind, that he never was absent from a play mn seve
ral y ears
Tins constant attendance naturally procured lum
the rcquuntance of the players, and, among others,
of Mrs Oldfield, who was so much pleased with
!
# Ths says Dr Johnson  Iwrite upon the credit of the
author of his hfe which was publishedin 1727  and wasasmall
pamphlet 1ntended to plead lus eause with the publich while
under sentence of death  for the Murder of Mr James Sin
‘clair at Robinson s Coffee house, at Channg Cro s, price G
¢ Roberts C
s
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his conversation, and touched with his misfortuncs,
that she allowed him a scttled pension of fifty
pounds a year, which was during her hife regularly
paid.

That tlns act of generosity may receive its due
piaise, and that the good actions of Mrs. Oldfield
may not be sullied by her general character, 1t 1s
proper to mention what Mi. Savage often declared,
in the strongest terms, that he never saw her alone,
or m any other place than behind the scenes.

At her death he endeavouied to shew his gratitude
1n the most decent manner, by wearing mourning as
for a mother, but did not celeb:ate her in elegies *,
" because he knew that too great a profusion of praise
would only have revived those faults which his na-
tural equity did not allow him to think less, because
they were committed by one who favoured him . but
of which, though his virtue would not endeavour to
palliate them, his gratitude would not suffer lum to
prolong the memory or diffuse the censure.

In lus WWanderer, he has indeed taken an oppoi-
tumity of mentioning her , but celebiates her not for
her vitue, but her beauty, an excellence which none
ever denied her; this 1s the only encomium with
which he has rewarded her liba ality, and perhaps he
has even 1n this been too lavish of his praise. He
seems to have thought, that never to mention his
benefactress- would have an appearance of mgrati-

]

* Chetwood, however, has printed a Poem on her death,

which he ascribes to Mr Savage  See Histoiy of the Stage,
p 206 R, .

tude,
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tude, though to hne dedieated any particular per-
formance to her memory would hme onlyv betriyed
an ofhetous prrtiahty, that, without cxaltmg her
chareter, Would have depressed lus own

Hehad ometunes, by the hindness of Mr Wilks,
the ndiantage of 1 Lenefit, on wluch occsions he
often recened uncommon mrl s of regard and com-
prssion  and was once told by the D ike of Doret,
that 1t was just to consider hun us an iyured noble-
man, and that 1n Ins opinton the nobility ought to
think them elves obhged, wathout coliatation, to tal e
every opportumty of supporting hun Iy therr coun
fcnanee nd patromge But he had generally the
mortification to hear that the whole mterest of hus
mother was emploved to frustrate his applic itions,
and that she nover left any expudient untried, by
which he might be eut oft from the po sibility of
supporting i Theeamcdispositionshe cnden oured
to diffuse among all those over whom natwe or for-
tune gnve her any influence, and mdecd succceded
too well in her design  bat could not alw 1y s propa~
gte her eflrontery with her eruvelty , for, <ome of
those, whom she meaited agamst him, were ashamed
of their own conduct, and boasted of that rclicf which
they never gnve im

In this censure I do not mdiscriminately mvolve
all lus relations  for he has mentioned with grti-
tude the humamty of one lady, who e name I am
now unable to recollect, and to whom therefore I
tannot piy the prases which she deserses for having
scted well m opposition to influence, precept, and
example

The
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"The pumshment which onr law < infhict upon those
parents who murder their mnfants 15 well Lnown, nor
has 1ts justice ever been contested 5 but, 1f they de-
serve death who destroy a cluld m it buth, what
pawns can be severe enough for her who forbears to
destioy lim only to mfliet <harper miseries upon
him, who prolongs his hife only to make lum -
serable ; and who exposes hun, without care and
without pity, to the malice of oppresaon, the ca-
prices of chance, and the temptations of poverty s
who 1ejoices to see humn overwhelmed with calanmi-
ties ; and, when his own industry, or the charity of
others, has cnabled lnm to 1wse for a shoit time
above lus museries, plunges him agan mto Ins for-
mer distress!

The kindness of Ins filends not affording him any
constant supply, and the prospect of improving his
fortune by enlaiging his acquamtance necessatily lead-
ing Inm to places of expence, he found 1t necessary *
to endeavour oncc more at diamatick poctiy, for
which he was now better quahified by a more exten-
sive knowledge, and longer obseivation.  But having
been unsuceessful in comedy, though 1ather for want
of oppo1tunities than genius, he resolved now to try
whether he should not be more fortunate in exlibit-
ing a tiagedy.

The story winch he chose for the subject, was
that of Sur Fhomas Overbury, a stoy well adapted
to the stage, though peihaps not far enough re-
moved from the piesent age to admut properly the
fictions necessaiy to complete the plan, for the mind,

- Inl1723
w hich
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which maturally loves truth, 1s alwayvs most offinded
with the violation of those truths of which we are
most certam , and we of eourse concetve those facts
inost certamn, wlich approach ncwest to our own
time

Qut of tlus story he formed 1 tragedy, which, if
the crrcumstances 1 which he wrote 1t beconsidercd,
will afford at once an uncommon proof of strength: of
genms, and evenness of mind, of a seremity not
to be ruffled, and an mmagmation not to be sup
pressed i

During a considerable part of the time s which he
was employ ed upon ttus performanee, he was with-
out lodging, and often without meat nor had he
any other convemences for study than the field« or
the streets allowed lnm  there he used to walk and
form lus speeches, and afterwards step into a shop,
beg for a few moments the use of the pen ind ml,
and write down what he had composed upon paper
which he had piched up by acadent

If the performance of a writer thus distressed 1s not
perfect, 1ts faults ought surely to be unputed to a
cause very different from want of genmus, and must
rather exaite pity than provole censure

But when under these discouragements the tragedy
was fimshed, there yet remmned the Iabour of 1ntro-
ducmg 1t on the stage, an undertihing, which, to
an mgenuous mind, was m @ very hgh degree vext-
tious and disgusting  for, having little intwiest or re-
putation, he was obliged to submit humself wholly
to the players, and admit, with whatever reluctance,
the emendations of Mr Cibber, which he alway s con-
sidered as the disgrace of hus performance

He
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Ile had indeed in Mr Hill another entick of a
very different class, fiom whose fnendslup he received
great assistance on many occasions, and whom he
never mentioned but with the utmost tenderness and
iccaid.  He had been for some tune distinguished by
him with very particular kindness, and on this occa-
sion it was natwal to apply to him as an author of an
estabhished chatacter. e theicforc cent this tragedy
to Inm, with a short copy of verses 7, in which he
desired his coriection. DMr. Iill, whose humanity
and politeness are generally known, readily complied
with his 1equest; but as he 1s remarkable for singu-
laiity of sentiment, and bold experiment 1n language,
Mr. Savage did not think this play much 1mproved
by his innovation, and had even at that tune the
courage to reject several passages which he could not
appiove; and, what 1s still more laudable, M1 1Ll
had the generosity not to 1esent the negleet of s
alterations, but wrote the prologue and epilogue, m
which he touches on the circumstances of the author
with great tenderness.

After all these obstiuctionsand compliances, he was
only able to bring his play upon the stage in the sum-
mer, when the chief actors had retired, and the rest
weiein possession of thehouse forthen ownadyantage.
Among these Mr. Savage was adnutted to play the
pat of Sir Thomas Overbury -+, by which he gamed
no great 1eputation, the theatre being a province for

¢ Prnted 1n the late Collection of Ins Poems

T It was acted only thiee mghts, the first on June 12, 1723
When the house opened for the wintel season 1t was once more
performed, for the author's benefit, Oct 2. R

whiclr
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»hich nature seems not to have designed lum, for
nerther his voice, losk, nor gesture, were such as
were expected on the stage and hewas so much
ashamed of having been reduced to appear as a
player, that he always blotted out his name from
the list, when a topy of lus tragedy was to be shewn
to lus friends

In the publication of tus performance he was more
successful, for the rays of genus that ghmmered in
1t, that ghmmered through il the mists which po-
verty and Cibber had been able to spiead over 1t,
procured lum the notice nd esteem of many per-
sons emment for their rink, therr virtue, and thetr
wit 4

Of this play, acted, printed, and dedicated, the ac-
cumulated profits arose to an hundred pounds,which
he thought at that timeavery large sum, having, been
never master of so much before iy

In the Dedication *, for wlich he recerved ten
gumeas there 15 nothing remarkable  The Prefice
contamns 2 very liberal encomium on the blooming
excellence of Mr Theoplulus Cibber, which M
Savage could not n the laiter pmt of his life see hus
friends about to read without snatching the play out
of therrhands  The generosity of Mr Hill did not
end on this occasion for afterwards, when Mr
Savages necessities returned, he encouraged a sub
seription to a Miscellany of Poems m a very extraor-
dinary manner, by publishing lus story in the Plmn

'

*® To Herbert Tryst Lsq of Herefordshire Dr J

;

Dealer,
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Dealir . with some afleeting lines, which hie asw
(o have been witten by Mr. Savage upon the tic
ment recened by Linm fiom his mother, but of wlu
e was humself the author, a< M. Savage afterwa
declmed.  "£hese Iines, and the paper m which th
were mserted, had a very powarinal efleet upon
but his mother; whom, by malang her ernelty me
publick, they only haidened 1 her aversion

Mr IDl not only promoted the subseription tot
Mascellany, but fuinished hkewve the greatest pat
the Poems of which 1t 15 composed, and particula
The Happy Man, which he published as a specim

The subscriptions of those whom these pap
should wfluence to pationise merit in distress, wi
out any other sohcitation, were duected to be left
Button’s coflee-house, and M1 Savage going thutl
a few days afterwards, without expectation of a
effect from lus proposal, found to his suiprise sever
guineas -{~, which had been sent him 1n consequer
of the compassion excited by My Ihills pathetic
piesentation.

¥ The Plam Dealer was a penadical paper, witten by !
Hill and Mr Bond, whom Savage called the two contend
powers of light and dakness They wiote by tuins each
Essays, and the character of the woik was observed regulaily
1se m Mr Hill's weeks, and fall in Ma Bond's D1 J

i The names of those who so genciously contributed to
rehef, having been mentioned 1 a fuimer account, ought
to be omitted here They weie the Duchess ot Cleveland, L.
Cheyney, Lady Castlemamn, Lady Gower, Lady Lechmere,
Duchess Dowager and Duchess of Rutland, Lady Stiafford,
Countess Dowager of Warwick, Mis Mary Floyer, \Mis Sot
Noel, Duke of Rutland, Lord Gamnsborough, Lord Milsingt
Mr John Savage Dr J
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To thus Miscellny he wrote 1 Prefice, mw hich he
gies an account of hus mothers eruelty n 2 very un-
common sttam of humou, wnd with a gately of ima-~
gmation, which the suceess of lus subscription pro-
bably produced '

The dedication 15 addressed to the Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu, whom he flatters wathout reserve,
and, to confess the trath, with very hittle ut*  The
same observition may bé extended to Il s dedica-
tions his comphiments are construned and violent,
heaped together without the grace of order, or the
decency of 1ntroduction he seems to have written
tus panegyricks for the perusal only of his patrons,
and to 1magne that he had no other t1sk than to pam-
per them with pratces however gross, and that flattery
would male its way to the heart, without theassistance
of elegance or mnvention

Soon fterwards the death of the kang furnished 2
general subject for 1 poetical coutest, 1 which Mr

H + i )

* This the fullowing extraet from st will prove
-~ Since our country has been honoured with the glary of

your wit as ceiated nd immortal a3 your soul 1t no Jonger

1emains 1 doubt' whether your sex have strength of mund
tproportion to their sweetness  There 19 somethmg n your
verses as distingushed as your air —They are as strong 2struth !
a8 deep as reason 18 clear as mnnocence and as smooth as
beauty —They contam a namele s and peculiar mizture of
force and grace which 1s at once so movingly serene and so
majestieally lovely  that it 1 too ammable to appear amy
f where but 1n your eges and n your writing

As fortune 1s not more my cnemy than 1 am the enemy of
flattery X know not how,I can forbear this application to your

Ladwship because there 1s scarce a possibility that I should

say more than I believe when I am speaking of yow excel'
lence DrJ

. Savage
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Bavage engaged, and 1s allowed to have carred the
piize of honow from his competitors : but I know
not whether he gained by lus performance any other
advantage than the increase of his reputation , thouglh
it must certamnly have been with farther views that
he prevailed upon nmself to attempt a species of wri-
tirg, of which all the topicks had been long befoie
exhausted, and which was made at once difficult by
the multitudes that had failed in 1t, and those that
-had succeeded. \

He was now advancing i reputation, and though
frequently mvolved 1n very distiessful perplexities;
appeared however to be gammg upon mankind,
when both his fame and his hfe were endangered
by an event, of which it 1s not.yet deteimmed
whether 1t ought to be mentioned as a cume or a
calamity.

On the 20th of November, 1727, Mr Savage came
from Richmond, wheic he then lodged, that he
might puisue his studies with less interiuption, with
an intent to discharge another lodgmg which he had
in Westminster, and accidentally meeting iwo gen-<
tlemen his acquamtances, whose names were Mer-
chant and (negory, he went 1n with them toa neigh~
bouring coflee-house, and sat drmkmg till 1t was late,
1t being 1 no time of Mr Savage’s life any part of his
character to be the fiist of the company that desired to
separate. He would willingly have gone to bed 1 the
same house, but theie was not room for the whole
company, and theiefore they agieed 1o 1amble about
the streets, and divert themselves with such amuse~
ments as should offer themselves t1ll morning.

In
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In this walk they happened unluclaly to discover
8 light 1n Robinson s coffee house near Charing-cross,
and therefore went n Merchant with some rude-
ness demanded a room, and was told that there was
1 good fne m the next pailour, which the company
were about to leave, being then paying their rechon-
mg Merchant, not satisfied with this answer, rushed
mto the room, and was followned by lns companions
He then petulantly placed himself between the com-
pany and the fire, and soon after 11ched down the
table Tlns produced a quarrel, swords were drawn
on both sides, and one Mr James Sinclair was hilled
Savage, having likewise wounded « mard that held
Inm, forced Ins way with Merchant out of the house
but being intimidated and confused, without reso-
lution etther to fly or stay , they were tal enn a back-
court by onc of the company, and some soldiers,
whom he had called to lus a sistance

Bemg secured nd guarded that mght, they were
m the morning carried before threc justices, who
commutted them to the Gatehouse, fiom whence,
upon the death of Mr Sinclair which happened the
<ame dy, they were removed m the might to New-
gite, where they were however treated with some
<istinetion, exempted fiom the 1gnominy of chams,
nd confined, not among the common criminals, but
mn the press yud

W hen the dvy of tzal came, the court was crowded
m 7 very unusual manner and the publiek appeared
to micrest 1tself as m a cause of general concern
Fhe witnesses agunst Mr Swage and lus friends
were, the woman who hept the house, which was 2
house of 1l fime, and her maid, the men who were

Yor X X m
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in the room with Mr Smclar, and a woman of the
town, who had been drinking with them, and with
whom one of them had been seen m bed They
swore mgeneial that Meichant gave the piovocation,
which Savage and Giegory diew then swoids to jus-
tify , that Savage drew first, and that he stabbed
Sinclair when he was not 1n a postwe of defence, or
while Gregory commanded Ius swoid, that after he
had given the thrust he tmined pale, and would have
1etired, but the maid clung round him, and one of
the company endeavoared to detamn him, fiom whom
he bioke, by cutting the maid on the head, but was
afterwards taken m a couit
There was somne diffetence n their depositions;
one did not see Savage give the wound, another saw
it given when Sinclan held s pont towards the
giound , and the woman of the town asseited, that
she did not see Sinclair’s swoid atall : tlns diflerence
however was very far from amounting to incon-
sistency , but 1t was sufficient to shew, that the huiry
of the dispute was such, that it was not easy to dis-
cover the tiuth with 1elation to paiticular cncum-
stances, and that theirefore some deductions weie to
be made from the ciedibility of the testimonies.
Simclair had declaied seveial times befoire his death,
that he 1ecerived hus wound fiom Savage. nor did
Savage al his trial deny the fact, but endeavouied
paitly to extenuate 1t, by urging the suddenness of
the whole action, and the mmpossibility of any 1ll
design, or premeditated malice, and partly to justify
it by the necessity of self-defence, and the hazaid of
his,own life, if he had lost that oppot tunity of giving
the thrust: he observed, that neither reason nor:
law
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law obliged 2 man to wait for the blow which was
threatened, and which, 1f he <hould suffer it, he
might never be able to return  that 1t was allowable
to prevent an assault, and to preserve hfe by taking
away that of the adversary by whom 1t was endan~
gered

With regard to the violence with which he endea-
voured to escape, he declared, that it was not his
design to fly from justice, or decline a trial, but to
avoid the expences and severities of a prison and
that he intended to have appeared at the bar without
compulsion

Thus defence, which took up more than an hour,
was heard by the multitude that thronged the court
with the most attentive and respectful silence those
who thought he ought not to be acquitted, owned
that applause could not be refused lum  and those
who before mitied his msfortunes, now reverenced
his abihities

The witnesses wlneh appeared agamst him were
proved to be persons of characters which did not
entitle them to much credit 2 common strumpet,
1 womnn by whom strumpets were entertained, and
1 man by whom they were supported and the cha-
racter of Savage was by several persons of distinction
asserted to be that of 2 modest moffensive man, not
mcltned to broils or to msolence, and who had, to
that time, been only known for lus misfortunes and
his wat

Had lus audience been his judges be had un-
doubtedly been acquitted but Mr Page, who was
then upon the bench, treated him with his usual
msolence and seventy, and when he had summed up

x2 the
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the evidence, endeavoured to exasperate the juryy
as M. Savage used to 1elate it, with this eloguent
harangue:
¢ Gentlemen of the jury, you arc to consider that
Mr. Savage 1s avely great man, a much gieater
man than you or I, gentlemen of the jury, that
he weais very fine clothes, much finer clothes than
you o1 I, gentlemen of the jury ; that he has abun-
dance of money m lus pocket, much more money
than you or I, gentlemen of the juy, but, gentle-
¢ men of the juiy, 151t not a very hard case, gentle-
¢ men of the juy, that Mi Savage should there-
¢ fore kill you o1 me, gentlemen of the jury

M. Savage, hearing lus defence thus misrepre-
sented, and the men who were to decide Ins fate -
ated against him by mvidious compatisons. reso-
lutely asseited, that hus cause was not canchdly ex-
plamed, and began to 1ecapitulate what he had be-
fore said with 1egard to lus condition, and the neces-
sity of endeavoming to escape the expences of 1m-
puisonment ; but the judge having ordeied him to be
silent, and repeated hi orders without effect, com-
manded that he should be taken from the bar by force.

The jury then heard the opmion of the judge, that
good chaiacters were of no weight agast positive
evidence, though they might tuin the scale whete 1t
was doubttul . and that though, when two men at-
tack each othei, the death of either 1s only man-
slaughter . but where one 1s the aggressor, as i the
case before them, and, m puisuance of lus first at-
tack, kills the other, the law supposes the action,
however sudden, to be malicious They then deh-
berated upon then verdict, and determined that
. M.

~

"

"~

n

-
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Mr Savage and Mr Gregory were guilty of murder
and Mr Merchant, sho had no sword, only of
manslaughter

Thus ended this memorable trial, which lasted
eight hours Mr Savage and Mr Gregory were
conducted back to prison, where they were more
closely confined, and loaded w1th irons of fifty pounds
weight four days afterwards they were sent bach
to the court to recene sentence on which oceasion
Mr Savage made, as fir as 1t could be retuned n
memory, the following speech

# It 15 now, my Lord, too late to offer any thing
“ by way of defence or vindication nor can we ex-
« pect from your Lordslnps, m tlns court, but the
“ sentence which the 1w requires you, 1s judges, to
“ pronounce agunst men of our calamutous con-
¢« dition —But we are nlso persuaded, that as mere
% men, and out of this scat of rigorous justice, you
“ are susceptive of the tender passions, and too hu-
“ mane not to commiserate the unhappy situation
“of those, whom the law sometimes perhaps—
¢ exacts—fiom you to pronounce upon  No doubt
« you distinguish between offcnces which wise out
“ of premeditation, and ~ disposition habituated to
“ vice o1 immorality, nd transgressions, which are
“ the unhappy and unforeseen effects of casual ab
¢ sence of reason, and sudden mmpulse of pnssion
“ we therefore hope you will contuibute il you can
“ to an extension of that mercy, which the gentle-
“ men of the yury have been plewsed to shew Mr
¢ Merchant, who (allowing ficts 1s sworn agawmst us
€ by the evidence) has led us mto this our calamity
1 hope this will not be constiued s 1f we meant

“to
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¢ to reflect upon that gentleman, or remove any thing
“ fiom us upon him, o1 that we 1epine the more at
« our fate, beeause he has no participation of 1t: No,
“ my Lotd! For my pait, I declare nothing could
¢ moic soften my giief, than to be without any com-
¢ pamon 1n so great a misfortune = 7

Mr Savage had now no hopes of hfe, but from
the mercy of the crown, which was very ennestly
solicited by his fitends, and which, with whatever
difficulty the story may obtamn behief, was obstructed
only by s mother

To prgjudice the queen against lnm, she made use
of an mcident, which was omitted m the order of
time, that 1t might be mentioned together with the
puipose which 1t was made to serve. Mr Savage,
when he had discovered his buth, had an mcessant
desire to speak to his mother, who always avoided
him 1 publick, and 1efused hin admission nto her
house  One evening walking, as 1t was hus custom,
in the sticet that she mhabited, he saw the doo1 of
her house by accident open, he entered 1t, and,
finding no person 1 the passage to hinder him, went
up stans to salute her. She discovered lim before
he entered her chambe, alaimed the family with the
most distressful outciles, and, when she had by her
screams gatheied them about hei, eidered them to
dirve out of the housc that villam, who had forced
himself mn upon hei, and endeavouied to murder her.
Savage, who had attempted with the most subnussive
tenderness to soften her 1age, heaimg her utter so
detestable an accusation, thought 1t prudent to retne;

¥ M. Savage's Lafe,
and,
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and, I believe, never attempted afterwards to speah
to her

But, shocked 23 he was with her falsebood and
her cruelty, he imagmed that she intended no other
use of her lie, than to set herself free from his em-
braces and <olicitations, and was very far from sus-
pecting that she would tieasure 1t i her memory as
an mstrument of future wicheduness, or that she
would endeavour for this fictitious 1ssault to aeprive
hin of Ins hfe

But vwhen the Queen ws solicited for hus pardon,
and informed of the severc trertment which he had
suftered from his judge, she ansnared, that, howeer
unjustifiable might be the manncr of Ins trnl, or
whatever extenuation the action for which he was
condemned might admit, she could not think thnt
man a proper object of the langs merey, who had
been capable of enteting Ins mothers house m the
night, with an intent to murder her

By whom tlus atrocious caluniny had been trans-
mitted to the Queen  whether she that mvented had
the front to relate it whether <he found any one
weak enough to credit 1t, or corrapt enough to con-
cur with her m her hacweful design, Fhnow not  but
methods had been til en to persuade the Queen so
strongly of the trath of it, that she for 2 long time
refused to hear any one of those who petitioned for
s hife

Thus had Savage penshed by the evidence of a
bawd, a strumpet, and Ins rother, had not justice
and compassion piocured him n advocate of rink
too great to be rejected unheard, and ot virtue too
cminent to be heard without being behieved  His

merig
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meiit and Jus calamities happened to reach the eav
of the Countess of Hertford, who engaged m his
support with all the tendeiness that 15 excited by
pity, and all the zeal winch 1s kindled hy generosity ;
and, demanding an audience of the Queen, laid be-
foic her the whole seiies of his mother’s cruelty, ex-
posed the 1improbability of an accusation by which he
was charged with an intent to commit a mmder that
could produce no advantage, and soon convinced her
how httle his former conduct could deserve to be
mentioned as a reason foi extraoidinary severity.

The 1nter position of this Lady w as so successful,
that he was soon after admitted to bail, and, on the
9th of March, 1728, pleaded the King’s paidon.

It 1s natural to enquire upon what motives his
mother could persecute hun 1n a manner so outra-
geous and implacable; for what reason she could
employ all the arts of malice, and all the snares of
calumny, to take away the hfe of her own son, of a
son who never imjured her, who was never supported
by her expence, nor obstructed any prospect of plea-
sure or advantage . why she would endeavou1 to de-
stioy him by a he  a lie which could not gam cie-
dit, but must vanish of itself at the first moment of
examination, and of which only this can be said to
“make 1t probable, that 1t may be observed from her
conduct, that the most execiable ciimes are some-
times commutted without appaient temptation.

This mother 1s st1ll alive *, and may perhaps even
yet, though her malice was so often defeated, enjoy

> She died Oct 11, 1753, at her house m Old Bond Street,
aged above fourscore R
o

the
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the pleasure of reflecting, that the hfe, which she
often endeavoured to destroy, was at least shortened
by ber matcral offices  that though she could not
trnsport her son to the plntations, bury hun i the
shop of a mechamic, or hasten the hand of the publich
executioncr, she hns yet had the satisfaction of wm-
bittering 11l Ins hours, and forcin, hun into eugeneies
that hurried on lus death

It 13 by no mens necessry to aggravate the enot-
mity of this woman s conduct, by phicing 1t 1n oppo-
sition to that of the Countess of Hertford no one
can ful to observe ow mucl more tnmable 1t 1s to
relicve, than to oppress, qud to ruscue innocence
from destruction, than to destroy without an injury

Mr Swage, dunng lus impeiconment, lus trnl,
and the time in which he lay under sentence of death,
behaved with great firmness and equahity of mind,
and confirmed by s fortitude the e.teem of those
who before admired Inm for Ins abilities*  The
pecuhiar cireumnstances of Ins hft were mude more
generally known by a <hort account |, which was
then publi hed, and of wineli scveral thousinds were

* It appears that during s confinement e wrofe a ltter to
his mother wlneh he sent to Lheophstus Cibbes that at nnght b~
transmitted to her through the means of My Wity In Ins
Letter to Cibber he snv8— As to deth 1 am cuy and dare
meet 1t hl e 4 mun——all that touches me 1s the concern of my
fuends and a reconulement with my mother—T cannot expre s
the agony I fult when I wrote the letter to hor—af you can find
any deeent exeu ¢ for shewing it to Mrs Olidheld do  for I would
bave allmy firnds (and that admirble Iads 1 particular) be sa
tisfied T have done sy duty towards it—Dr Young to day sent
e aletter most pas ronately kand - R

+ Wntten by Mr Bechiwghun and wnother gentleman  Dr J

m
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in a few weeks dispersed over the nation: and the
compassion of mankind operated so powerfully 1n
his favour, that he was enabled, by frequent presents,
not only to support himself, but to assist Mr.
Gregory m piison ; and, when he was pardoned and
released, he found the number of lis friends not
lessened.

The natuie of the act for which he had been tried
was 1 1itself doubtful, of the evidences which ap-
peared against him, the character of the man was
not unexceptionable, that of the women notoriously
infamous, she, whose testimony chiefly influenced
the ymy to condemn him, afterwaids ietracted her
assertions. He always himself denied that he was
drunk, as had been geneially 1epoited M1 Gre-
gory, who 1s now (1744) Collector of Antigua, 1s
said to declare him far less ciimmal than he
was mmagmed, even by some who favoured him;
and Page himself afterward confessed, that he had
treated him with uncommon nigour  When all
these particulms aie rated together, perhaps the
memory of Savage may not be much sallied by
his ti1al.

Some time after he obtained his hbeity, he met
n the stieet the woman who had swoin with sa
much malignity agamst him. She mf{ormed him,
that she was 1n distress, and, with a degiee of confi-
dence not easily attamable, desuned him to 1elieve
her He, nstead of msulting her misery, and taking
pleasure m the calamities of one who had brought
his hfe mnto danger, 1eproved her gently for her
perjury ; and changing the only guinea that he had,
divided 1t equally between her and himself.

This
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This 1s an action which 1n some ages would have
made a sunt, and perhaps 1 others 2 hero and
whih, without any hyperbolical encomiums, must
be alloned to be an instance of uncommon gene-
rosity an net of complicated vittue, by which he
at once 1ehevad the poor, corrected the vicious, and
forgwve an enemy by which he at once remitted
the strongest provocauons, and exercised the most
ardent charty

Compnassion was indeed the distnguishing quality
of Snage, he never appeared inclined to take ad-
vantage of weakness, to attwcl the defenceless, or
to press upon the falling  whoever was distressed,
was certain 1t least of his good wiches, and when
he could gine no 1ssistance to extricate than from
misfortuncs, he endewourdd to sooth them by sym-
pathy and tenderness

But when tis heart was not softened by the sight
of musery, lie was sometimes obstinate mn his resent-
ment, and did not que! ly loce the remembrance of
annjury e always continued to speak with anger
of the msolcnee and partiality of ge, and 1 short
time beforc hus death vevenged 1t by 1 satire *

It 15 matural to enquirc i what terms Mr Savage
spol e of tlus fital action, when the dinger was over
and he was under no nceessity of using my 1t to set
Ins conduct 1n the farest ight  Ile was not walling
todwdbuponit and 1f he trnsicntly 11 rtioned it,
appewed neither to consider umself 1s 1 murderer,
not 15 a mm wholly free from the guilt of blood |

# Punted m the late Collection
T Inoneof lu lettershe styles st a fatal quurrel but too
well hnown  Dr J

How
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How much and how long he regietted it, appeared
in a poem which he published many yeais after-
wards On occasion of a copy of verses, 1 which
the failings of good men wae 1ecounted, and 1n
which the author had endeavoured to illustiate lus
position, that ¢ the best may sometimes deviate from
¢ virtue,” by an instance of muider committed by
Savage mn the heat of wine, Savage 1emaiked, that
it was no very just 1epiesentation of a good man, to
suppose him lable to diunkenness, and disposed 1n
his riots to cut thioats )

He was now mdced at hibaity, but was, as before,
without any other suppoit than accidental favours
and unceitamn pationage afforded lim, souices by
which he was sometimes very hiberally supphed, and
which at other times were suddenly stopped * so that
he spent his life between want and plenty , or, what
was yet woise, between beggmy and estravagance,
for, as whatever he received was the gift of chance,
which might as well favour him at one time as
another, he was tempted to squander what he had,
because he always hoped to be immediately supplied

Another cause of Ins profusion was the abswmd
kindness of his fitends, who at once 1ewarded and
enjoyed his abilities, by treating him at taveins, and
habituating him to pleasurcs which he could not
afford to enjoy, and which he was not able to deny
himself, though he purchased the luxmy of a sigle
might by the anguish of cold and hunger for a week

Theexperience of these inconveniencesdeter mined
him to endeavour after some settled income, which,
having long found submission and ntieaties fiuitless,
he attempted to extort fiom Ins mother by rougher

methods.
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methods He had now, as he achnowledged, lost
that tenderness for her, which the whole series of
her cruelty had not been able wholly to repress, till
he found, by the efforts which she made for hus de-
stfuction, that she was not content with refusing to
assist Inm, and being neutral in his struggles with
poverty, but was ready to snatch every opportunty
of addmng to his misfortunes  and that she ws now
to be con<idered as an enemy 1mplacably malicious,
whom nothing but lus bloed could satisfy  He there-
fore threatened to hiarass her with lampoons, and to
pubhsh a copious narrative of her conduct, unless
she consented to purchase an exemption fiom m-
famy, by llowing hum a pension

This expedient proved successful Whether shame
still urvived, though virtue was extinct, or whether
her reltions had more delicacy than herself, and
mmagmed that some of the darts which satire might
pomt at her would glwce upon them Lord Tyr-
connel, whatever were Ius motive , upon lus pro-
mise to Iy aside lus design of exposing the cruelty
of lus mother, recersed him mto his funily, treated
bun as his equal, and ergaged to allow im 2 pen-
stop of two hundred pounds a s ear

Tlius was the golden part of Mr Savages hife
and for some time he had no reason to complam of
fortune This ppearance was splendid, Ins expences
large, and his acquamntonce estensne He was
courted by all who endeavoured to be thought men
of gemus, and caressed by all who valued themselves
upon a refined taste  To admire M1 Savage was
a proof of discernment and to be acquamted with
him, was = title to poetical reputation  His presence

was
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was sufficient to make any place of publick enter-
tainment populai , and Ins approbation and example
constituted the fashhon So poweiful 1s genius, when
it 1e mvested with the ghtter of affluence! Men will-
ingly pay to fortune that 1egaid which they owe to
meitt, and aie pleased when they have an opportu-
nity at once of gratifying their vamty, and prac-
tismg their duty

‘This mterval of prospenty furmished lnm with
opportumues of enlaigmg s knowledge of human
natwe, by contemplating hfe fiom its highest gra-
dations to 1ts lowest , and, had he afterwaids apphed
to dramatick poetiy, he would peithaps not have had
many supetiols; for, as he never suflered any scene
to pass before his eyes without notice, he had tiea-
swed 1 his mind all the different combinations of
passions, and the innumerable mixtuies of vice and
virtue, which distmguish: one chaiacter from ano-
ther, and, as his conception was stiong, his expres-
sions were clea, he easily 1eceived impiessions from
objects, and very forcibly tiansntted them to others,

Of his exact obscivations on human life he has
left a proof, which would do honom to the greatest
names, 11 a small pamphlet, called The Author to
be let*, wheie he mtioduces Iscariot Hackney, a
prostitute seribbler, giving an account of his buth,
lus education, lus disposition and moials, habits of
Iife, and maxims of conduct In the mtioduction
are related many secret histonies of the petty wiiters
of that time, but sometimes mixed with ungeneious
reflections on theu buth, their cncumstances, or
o
v~ Punted m his Works, vol. II, p, 231.

those
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tho e of therr relations, nor can 1t be dented, that
<omne prssages e such as Iecariot Hachney mght
hime<elf have produced

He was 1ccused hlewse of hvmg m an appear-
ance of friendshzp with <ome whom he satiriend, and
of malung use of the confidence which he gruned by
4 cecmmg hindness, to diccover fuhings and expose
them 1t must be confessed, thit Mr Savages esteem
was no very certam possesston, and that he would
lampoon at one time those whom he had praised at
anothcr

1t my be alleged, that the <ame man my change
his prinaiples  wnd that he, who was once de<envedly
comn ended, may be afterwards satirised with equal
Justice or, that the po t was dzzled with the ap-
pearance of virtue, and found the man whom he had
celebrted, whe 1he had an opportumty of eximmng
hin morce narronly, unvorthy of the pwncgyriek
which he hnd too hastily bestoncd and that, as a
filse satire ought to be recanted, for the sake of lum
whose reputation m1y be ijurcd, filse pruse ought
Iikewise to be obwviated, lest the distinetion between
vice and virtue should be Jost, Iest 2 bad man should
be trusted upon the credit of Ins encominst, or lest
others should endeavour to obtam the hhe praises
by the same means

But though these excuses may be often plausible,
and ometimes just, they are very ¢ldom satisfactory
to mankmd, and the writer, who 1s not constant to
Ins subject, quickly sinks into contempt, his satire
loses 1ts foree, and Ius panegyrich 1ts value and he
15 only considered at onc time as 2 flatterer, and as
a calummator at another

To
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To avord these imputations, 1t is only necessary to
follow the rules of virtue, and to preserve an unvaried
regard to truth. Tor though 1t 15 undoubtedly pos-
sible that a man, however cautious, may be sometimes
deceived by an a1 tful appearance of virtue, or by false
evidences of guilt, such eirors will not be frequent ;
and 1t will be allowed, that the name of an author
would never have been made contemptible, had no
man ever said what he did not think, or misled
others but when he was himself decened.

The Author to be let was first published in a single
pamphlet, and afterwards inseited m a collection of
preces 1elating to the Dunciad, which were addressed
by Mr. Savage to the Eml of Middlesex, m a > de-
dication which he was prevailed upon to sign, though
he did not wiite 1t, and 1n which there aie some po-
sitions, that the true author would perhaps not have
published under his own name, and on wlhich Mr.
Savage afterwaids reflected with no great satisfaction ;
the enumeration of the bad effects of the uncon-
tiouled freedom of the piess, and the assertion that
the “ liberties taken by the wiiters of Jouinals with
“ their supeilors were exorbitant and unjustifiable,”
very 1ll became men, who have themselves not always
shewn the exactestiegard to the laws of suboirdination
in then wiuitings, and who have often satirised those
that at least thought themselves their supeniois, as
they weie emment for then hereditary 1ank, and
employed 1n the lughest offices of the kingdom But
thisis only an mstance of that paitiahty which almost
everty man mdulges with 1egad to himself- the
liberty of the press 1s a blessing when we are mclhined

* See us Works, vol II p 233,
to
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to write agamnst others, and 1 calammty when we find
ourselves overborne by the multitude of our assailants,
as the power of the crown 1s always thought too
great by those who suffer by 1ts mfluence, and too
Iittle by those 1 whose favour 1t 15 exerted and a
standing army 15 generally accounted necessary by
those who command, and dangerous and oppressive
by those who support it .

Mr Savage was hhewise very far from believing
that the Jetters annexed to each species of bad poets
n the Bathos were, 1s he was directed to assert, ¢ set
“ down at random for when he was charged by
one of lis friends with putting Ins name to such an
improbability, he had no other answer to make thm
that  he did not thik of 1t and lus friend had
too much tenderness to reply, that next to the crime
of writing contrary to what he thought, was that of
writing without thinking

After having remrhed what 1s false m thus dedi-
cation, 1t 1s proper that I observe the impartiality
which I recommend, by declring what Savage as-
serted that the account of the circumstinces which
attended the publication of the Dunciad, however
strange and 1mprobable, was exactly true

The publication of this piece 2t this time rused
Mr Savage a great number of enemies among those
that were attached by Mr Pope, with whom he was
constdered as a hind of confederate, and whom he
was suspected of supplying with private mtelligence
and secrct meidents  so that the ignommy of an 1n-
former wns wdded to the terror of 1 satirist

That he was notaltogether free from Iiterary hypo-

Vor X. Y eriey ,
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ciisy, and that he sometimes spoke one thing and
sviote another, cannot be dented; because he him-
self confessed, that, when he lived with gicat fami-
llauty with Dennis, he wiote an eprgram™  agamst
him.

Mr. Savage, however, set all the mahice of all the
pigmy writers at defiance, and thought the friend-
ship of M. Pope cheaply pmchased by being ex-
posed to their eensuie and then hatred ; nor had he
any reason to repent of the pieference, for he found
Mr. Pope a steady and unalicnable friend almost to
the end of his life.

About this time, notwithstanding his avowed neu-
trabity with regaid to paity, he published a pane-
gyrick on Sir Robeit Walpole, for which he was
rewarded by him with twenly gumeas, a sum not
very laige, 1if either the excellence of the peifor-
mance, or the affluence of the patron, be consi-
dered - but greater than he afterwards obtaimed from
a peison of yet higher rank, and moie desirous n
appearance of bemg distinguished as a patron of
Iiteratuie.

As he was very far from approving the conduct of
Sir Robeit Walpole, and in conversation mentioned

* This epigram was, 1 beheve, never pubhshed
¢ Should Denms publish you had stabb'd your brother,
Tampoon’d yow monaich, o1 debauch'd your mother,
Say, what 1evenge on Dennis can be had,
Too dull for laughter, for 1eply too mad 2
In one so poor jou cannot take the law,
On one so old your sword you scorn to draw,
Uncag d then, let the harmleis monster 1age,
Secure mn dulness, madness, want, and age” Di J

him
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lum sometitnes wtath werihony, and generally with
contempt 'as he was one of those nho were altiays
zealous 1h therr assertions of the justice of thd late
opposition, jealous of the nghts of the people, atid
ala~med by the long-continued triumph of the court,
1t was natural to ask him what could induce him to
employ his poetry m prase of that man who was, n
Ins opimion, an énemy to hberty, arid an oppressor
of his countty? He alleged, thut he was then de-
pendent upon tlie Lord Ty reonnel, who was arl im-
phat follower of the ministry , and that, bemg en-
Jomed by Inim, n * without menaces, to wnte 1n
prare of lus leader; he hnd not resolution sufhoient
to sacrifice the pleasure of affluence to that of inte-
grity

On thig, and on many other occasions, he was
ready to lament the musety of iing 1t the tables of
other men, which was Ins fate from the begmning to
the end of Ins Ife  for I know not whether he ever
had, for three months together, a settled habitation,
m which lie could claim a night of resdence

To this unhappy state 1t 1s just to impute much of
the mconstancy of his donduct for though 2 read:
ness to comply.with the iclmation of othérs Was no
part of his naturil charcter, yet he was sometimes
obliged to relav his opstinaéy, and submit Ius own
Judgment, and even s virtue, to the government
of those by whom he was supported so that, 1f Ins
mi ertes were somctumes the consequences: of his
faalts, he ought not yet to be wholly excluded from
comprssion, because Ins faults were very often the
effects of his msfortunes

12 In
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In this gay pertod* of his life, while he was sur-
rounded by aflluence and pleasure, he pubhished T%e
Wanderer, a moral poem, of which the design 1s
comprised 1 these lines:

I fly all publick caie, all venal strfe,

To t1y the still, compar’d with active life,

To prorve, by these, the sons of men may owe
The fruits of bliss to bursting clouds of woe;
That ev'n calamity, by thought refin'd,
Inspirits and adorns the thinking mund.

And more distinctly 1n the following passage.

By woe, the soul to daring action swells,

By woe, in plauntless patience 1 excels

From patience, prudent clear experience springs,
And traces knowledge through the course of things!
Thence hope 1s formed, thence fortitude, success,
Renown  whate’er men covet and caress.

This performance was always considered by hun-
self as lus master-prece; and Mr. Pope, when he
asked his opinion of 1t, told him, that he read 1t
once over, and was not displeased with it, that it
gave him ‘moie pleasure at the second perusal, and
dehighted him still moze at the third.

It has been generally objected to T%e /7 anderer,
.that the disposition of the parts 1s irregular ; that
the design 15 obscuie and the plan perplexed ; that
the 1mages, however beautiful, succeed each other
without order ; and that the whole perfm mance 1s
not so much a regular fabrick, as a heap of shinming
materials thrown together by acaident, which strlkes
rather with the solemn magnificence of a stupen-

¥ 1729

dou<
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dous ruin, than the elegnt grndeur of 2 fimshed
pile
_Tlus.craticism 1s unnersal, and therefore 1t 15 rea-
sonable to belicve 1t at [&st 1o a great degree Just
but Mr Savage was always of a contrary opimion,
and thought Ius dnft could only be missed by neg-
ligence or stupdity, and that the whole plan was
Tegular, and the parts dishinet
It was never demed to abound with strong repre-
sentations of nature, and just observations upon hfe,
and 1t may easily be observed, that most of lus pie~
tures have an evident tendency to illustrate his first
great position, ¢ that good 1s the consequence of
“enil  The sun that bumns up the mountans,
fructifies the vales, the deluge that rushes down the
broken rochs with dreadful impetuosity, 1s separated
mto purling brooks , andhe rage of the hurricane
punifies the ar
Lven 1m this poem he has not been able to forbear
one touch upon the cruelty of lis mother, which,
though remarkably delicate and tender, 15 « proof
how deep an impression 1t had upon his mind
This must be at least achnow ledged, which ought
to b thought equivalent to many other excellences,
that this poem can promote no other purposes than
those of virtue, and that 3t 13 wntten with 2 very
strong sense of the eflicicy of religion
But my province 15 rather to give the listory of
Mr Savages performances than to disphy their
beauties, or fo obviate the enticisms which they
have occastoned  and therefore I shall not dwell upon
the particular passages which deserve qpp]{ﬁ?e I
shall netther shew the excelience of his deseriptions,
nor
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nor expatiate on the teinfick portrait of suicide, nor
pomt out the artful touches, by which he has distin-
guished the mtellectual featuies of the 1chels, who
suffer death in hus last canto. It1s, however, proper
to observe, that Mr Savage always declaied the
chaiacters wholly fictitious, and without the least
allusion to any 1eal persons o1 actions

From a poem so diligently laboured, and so suc-
cessfully finished, 1t might be reasonably expected
that he should have gained considerable advantage ;
nor can 1t, without some degice of mdignation and
concern, be told, that he sold the copy for ten gui-
neas, of which he afterwards returned two, that the
two last sheets of the work might be 1eprinted, of
which he had in his absence intiusted the correction
to a fizend, who was too mdolent to perform 1t with
accwacy.

A superstitious regaid to the correction of lus
sheets was one of Mr. Savage’s peculianities © he
often altered, 1evised, 1ecurred to his first reading
or punctuation, and again adopted the alteration ;
he was dubious and 1rresolute without end, as on a
question of the last importance, and at last was sel-
dom <atisfied . the intrusion or omission of a comma
was suffictent to discompose him, and he would
lament an error of a single letter as a heavy cala-
mity. In one of his letters relating to an impiession
of some verses, he remarks, that he had, with 1egard
to the correction of the pioof, “a spell upon him ,”
and mdeed the anxiety with which he dwelt upon
the minutest and most t11fling mceties, deserved no
other name than that of fascination,

! That
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That he sold so valuable a performance for <o
smll a price, was not to be ynputed erther to neces-
sity, by which the learned and ingentous are often
obliged to submt to very hard conditions, or to
avarice, by which thie boohsellers are frequently m-
cited to oppress that gemus by winch they are sup-
ported but to that mtemperite desire of pleasure,
and habitual slavery to lus passtons, which imvolved
him 1 many perplevties  ITe happened at that
time to be engaged m the pursmit of some trifling
gratification, and, bemng without money for the pre-
sent occaston, sold his poem to the first ndder, nd
perhaps for the first price that was proposed, nd
would probably hve been content with less, 1f less
had been offered mm

This poem was 1ddresced to the Lord T'yreonnel,
not only 1n the first lines, but n a formal dedication
filled with the Inghest strams of panegy rich, and the
warmest professjons of gratitude, but by no means
remarkable for delicacy of connexton or elegance of
style

These pratses m a short time he found himself
mchned to retract, being discarded by the man on
whom he had bestoped them, and whom he then
immediately discovered not to have deserved them
OF this quarrel, which every dvy made more bitter,
Lord Tyrconncl and Mr Savage nssigned very dif-
ferent reasons, which might perhaps all in reality
concur, though they were not nll conveptent to be
alleged by either puty  Lord Tyrconnel nffirmed,
that 1t was the constant practice of Mr Savige to
enter a tavern with any company that proposed 1t,

drink.
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drink the most expensive wines with great profusion,
and when the 1eckoning was demanded, to be with-
out money : if, as it often happened, his company
were willing to defray lus part, the affur ended
without any 11l consequences ; but 1f they were re-
fractory, and expected that the wine should be paid
for by him that drank 1t, his method of composition
was, to take them with him to his own apartment,
assume the government of the house, and order the
butler 1in an 1mperious manner to set the best wine
in the cellar before lis company, who often drank
till they forgot the 1espect due to the house 1 which
they were enteitamed, mdulged themselves in the
utmost extravagance of men mment, practised themost
licentious frolicks, and commutted all the outrages
of drunkenness

Nor was this the only chaige winch Lord Tyr-
connel brought agamst him : Having given Jum a
collection of valuable books, stamped with lus own
arms, he had the mortification to see them m a short
time exposed to sale upon the stalls, 1t bemng usual
with Mr. Savage, when he wanted a small sum, to
take his books to the pawnbioker.

Whoever was acquamnted with Mr Savage easily
credited both these accusations: for having been
obliged, from his first entrance mto the world, to
subsist upon expedients, affluence was not able to
exalt him above them ; and so much was”he de-
highted with wine and conveisation, and so long had
he been accustomed to live by chance, that he would
at any time go to the tavern without scruple, and
trust for the reckoning to the hiberality of his com-
pany, and frequently of company to whom he was

very
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very Itfleknown  This conduct mdeed very seldom
drew upon lum those nconvenicnces that might
be feared by any other person  for his comersation
was <o entcrtuning, and his address so plersing, that
fon thought the pleasure which they receved from
Ium deacly purchased, by prymg for lus wme It
was fus pecular happiness, that he scarcely ever
found = stranger, whom he did not lene a friend,
but 1t must hhewice be added, that he had not often
a fricnd long, without obligimg him to become a
stranger
Mr Savage, on the other hand, dedlared, that
Lord Tyrconnel * quirsclled with i, because he
would not subtract from Ius own luxury and etra-
vagance what he had promised to allow him, and
that his resentment was only 1 plea for the violation
of lus pronuse  He nsserted, that he Bad done no-
thing that ought to exclude hum from that subsistence
£ which he thought not <o much a favour, as a debt,
since 1t was offered him upon conditions which he
had never broken  and that lns only fuwlt was, that
I conld not be sapported with nothiny
He acknowledged, that Lord I'yrconnel often ex-
“horted him to regulate lus method of life, and not
to spend all lus mghts 1n tuerns, and that he 1p-
peared destrous that he would pass those hours with
himn, which he so freely bestowed upon others
This demand Mr Savage considered gs a censure of
Ins conduct, which he could never patiently bear,
and which, 1n the latter and cooler parts of lus ift,
* hs expression n onc of hus letters was  that Lord Tyrean

nel had involved Ius estate  and thescfore poorly sought an oc
* casion to quarrel wath hum  Dr J

ws
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was 50 ofiensive to lnm, that he declared 1t as Ins
resolution, “ to spurn that fizend who should pre-
¢ sume to dictate to him,” and 1t 1s not likely, that
m his eailier years he recetved admonitions with
more calmness.

He was likewse mclined to resent such expecta-
tions, as tending to nfunge lus liberty, of which
he was very jealous, when 1t was necessaiy to the
gratification of his passions, and declared, that the
request was still moie unreasonable, as the company
to which he was to have been confined was msup-
portably disagiecable. This assertion affords another
instance of that inconsistency of his writings witlh
his conveisation, which was so often to be observed.
He forgot how lavishly he had, m his Dedication to
The Wander er, extolled the delicacy and penetra-
tion, the humamty and generosity, the candour and
politeness of the man, whom, when he no longer
loved him, he declared to be a wietch without under-
standing, without good-nature, and without justice;
of whose name he thought himself obliged to leave
no trace 1n any future edition of his wiitings; and
accordingly blotted 1t out of that copy of The Fun-
derer which was 1 lus hands

During Ius continuance with the Lord Tyrconnel,
he wiote The Ty wumph of Healtl and 3 th, on the
recovery of Lady Tyiconnel from a languishing 1ll-
ness. 'This performance 1s 1emaikable, not only for
the gatety of the 1deas, and the melody of the num-
pers, but for the agieeable fiction upon which 1t 1s
formed Mirth oveiwhelmed with sorrow, for the
gickness of her favourite, takes a flight m quest of
her sister Health, whom she finds reclined upon the

brow
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brow of a lofty mountamn, amudst the fragrance of
perpetual spring, with the breezes of the mormmg
sportmg about her Being solicited by her sister
Mirth, she reachly promuses her assistance, flies w1y
1m 2 cloud, and mmpregnates the waters of Bath witn
new virtues, by which the sichness of Belda 15 re-
heved

As the reputation of his abilities, the particular
circumstances of his birth and hife, the splendour of
Ins appearance, and the distinction which was for
some time paid hin by Lord Ty rconnel, mtitled hun
to familiarity with persons of lugher rank than those
to whose conversation he had been before 1dmitted
he did not fal to gratify that curosity, which in-
duced him to take a nearer view of those whom therwr
birth, thewr employments, or therr fortunes, necessi-
rly place at a distance from the greatest put of
mankind, and to examine whether their merit was
magnified or dimimshed by the medmum through
which 1t was contemplated whether the splendour
with which they dazzled their admirers was inherent
i themselves, or only reflected on them by the ob
Jects that surrounded them and whether great men
were selected for high stations, or high strtions made
great men

Tor thus purpose he took all opportunities of con-
versing familiarly with those who were most con-
spicuous at that time for their power or their mflu
ence he watched their looser moments, and ex-
amined then domestick behaviour, with that acute-
ness which nature had gnen him, and which the
uncommon variety of Ilus Iife had contributed to
ncrease, and that inquisitn eness which must always

he
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be produced m a vigorous mind, by an absolute
ficedom from all pressig or domestick engagements.

His discernment was quick, and therefore he soon
found 1n every person, and m every affuir, something
that deserved attention , he was supported by others,
without any care for himsclf, and was theicfore at
Ieisute to pursue his observations

More circumstances to constitute a cittick on hu-
man hfe could not casily concur ; noi mdeed could
any man, who assumed fiom accidental advantages
more praise than he could justly claim from lus real
merit, admit any acquaintance more dangerous than
that of Savage ; of whom likenise 1t must be con-
fessed, that abilities 1eally exalted above the common
level, or virtue 1efined from passion, o1 proof against
corruption, could not easily find an abler judge, or
a waimer advocate.

‘What was the result of M. Savage’s enquiry,
though he was not much accustomed to conceal his
discoverles, 1t may not be entuely safe to relate,
because the persons whose characters he ctiticised are
powerful ; and power and resentment are seldom
strangers ; no1 would 1t perthaps be wholly just, be-
cause what he asseited m conversation might, thouéh
true 1n general, be heightened by some momentary
ardour of imagination, and, as 1t can be delivered
only from memo1ry, may be imperfectly represented ;
so that the picture at fiist aggiavated, and then un-
skilfully copied, may be justly suspected to 1etan
no gieat resemblance of the o1igmal.

It may, however, be observed, that he did not
appear to have foimed very elevated 1deas of those to
whom the administration of affans, or the conduct

of
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of parties, hns been itrusted , who have been con-
sidered as the advocates of the ciown, or the guar-
dins of the people and who have obtuned the most
mmpheit confidence, nd the loudest applanses  Of
one,particular person, who hts been at one tune so
popular as to be generally esteemed, and at another
so formidable as to be umversally detested, he ob-
served, that lus acquinttions had been small, or that
his capacity was nartow, and that the whole range
of his mmd was from obscenity to politicks, and
from politicks to obscenity

But the epportumity of ndulging lus speculations
on great characters was now 1t wn end He was
bimshed from the table of Lord Tyrconnel, and
turned again adnft upon the woild, without prospect
of finding quichly any other hatbour  As prudence
was not one of the virtues by which he was distin-
guished, he had made no provision agunst a musfor-
tune hke this  And though 1t 15 not to be ima
gined but that the sepurition must for some time
hate been preceded by coldness, peevichness, or
neglect, though 1t was undoubtedly the consequence
of accumnlated provocitions on both sides, vet
every one that knew Savage will readily believe, that
to hum 1t was sudden 4s a stroke of thunder that,
though he might have trnsiently suspected 1t, he
hnd never suffered anty thought so unplesing to smh
mto his mind, but that he had driven it awqy by
amusements, or dreams of future felicity and afflu-
ence, and had never taken amy mensures by which

he might prevent a precipitation from plenty tondi-
gence

Th¥
s



which M. Savage was exposed by them, weie soon
known both to his fitends and enemies, nor was it
lIong before he peiceived, fiom the behaviown of
both, how much 1s added to the lustre of genius by
the ornaments of wealth.

His condition did not appear to excite much com-
passion , for hie had not always been caieful to use
the advantages he-enjoyed with that moderation
which ought to have been with more than usual cau-
tion preserved by lum, who knew, if ‘he had reflected,
that he was only a dependant on the bounty of ano-
ther, whom he conld expect to support him no longer
than he endeavoured to piescrve his favour by com-
plying with his meclinations, and whom he never-
theless set at defiance, and was continually nntating
by negligence o1 encroachments ‘

Jixa mples need not be sought at any great distance
to prove, that superionity of fortunc has a natural
tendency 1o kindle piide, and that pride seldom fails
to excit itsclf m contempt and mnsult; and if this 1s
often the effect of hereditary wealth, and of honours
enjoyed only by the ment of others, 1t 1s some
extenuation of any indecent triumphs to which ths
unhuppv man may bhaie been betiayed, that his
prosperity was heightened by the force of novelty,
and made more mtoxicating by a sense of the misery
in which he had so long langmished, and perhaps of
the msults which he had formeily boine, and wlich
he might now think himself entitled to 1evenge. It
1s too common for those who have unjustly suflered
pain, to nfhict 1t hikewise 1n then turn with the same

Imjustice,
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mjustice,’ and to 1magine that they have a right to
treat others as they h'ue themselves been treated

That Mr Swage was too much elevated by any
good fortune, 1s generally known  nd some prssages
of lus Introduction to The Author to be let sufficiently
shew, that he did not wholly refran from such satire,
as he afterwards thought very unjust when he was
exposed to 1t Iumself for, when he was afterv ards
ridiculed m the character of a distressed poet, he
very easily discovered, that distiess was not 4 proper
subject for merriment,’ nor topich of nvectne  He
w1s then able to discern that if misery be the eftect
of virtue, 1t ought to be reverenced 1f of il for-
tune, to be pitted  and 1f of vice, not to be msulted,
because 1t 1s perhaps 1tself a punishment adequate to
the crime by which 1t was produced  And the hu-
mamty of that man can deserve no panegy rich, who
1s capable of reproaching a criminal m the hands of
the executioner '

But these reflections, though they readily occurred
to him 1n the first md last parts of 'his life, were,
1 am afrard, for a long time forgotten 4t least they
were, lithe many other maxims, treasured up m s
mnd rather for shew than use, and operated very
hittle upon Ins conduct, howeser clegantly he might
sometimes explam, or however forably he might
mculcate, them ¢

His degradation, therefore, fiom the condition
which lie had enjoyed with such wanton thought-
lessness, vias condidered by many as an occsion of
triumph  Those who had before pud therr court
to him withoat success, soon returned the contempt
which they hiduffered and they who had recerved

favours
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favours from him, for of such favours as he could
bestow he was very lhiberal, did not always remem-
ber them. So fnuch more certamn are the effects -
of resentment than of gratitude: it is not only to
many more pleasing to recollect those faults which
place others below them, than those wvirtues by
wluch they are themselves comparatively depressed :
but it 1s hikewise moie easy to neglect, than to re-
compense ; and though there are few who will prac-
tise a laborious virtue, theie will never be wanting
multitudes that will indulge 1n easy vice.

Savage, however, was very little disturbed at the
marks of contempt wlhich his ill-fortune brought
upon him, from those whom he never esteemed, and
-with whom he never considered himself as levelled
by any calamities and though 1t was not without
some uneasiness that he saw some, whose friendship
he valued, change themr behaviour; he yet observed
their coldness without much emotion, considered
them as the slaves of fortune and the worshippers of
prospeity, and was moie mchned to desplse them,
than to lament himself.

It does not appear that, after thus retuin of his
wants, he found mankind equally favourable to him,
as at his first appearance in the world. Hs story,
though 1n reality not less melancholy, was less af-
fecting, because 1t was no longer new ; 1t therefore
procured him no new fulends; and those that had
formeily relieved him, thought they might now con-
sign him to others He was now likewise considered
by many 1ather as cruninal, than as unhappy, for
the friends of Lord Tyiconnel, and of his mother,
weresufficiently industrious to publish hus weaknesses,

which
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which were indeed very numerous and nothing was
forgotten, that mght make Ium erther hateful or -
diculous

It cannot but be 1magined, that such representa-
tions of lus faults must mke great numbers less sen-
sible of lus distress many, who had only an oppor-
tunity to hear one part, made no scruple to propa-
gate the account winch they recerved many assisted
therr airculation from mahee or revenge, and per-
hps many pretended to credit them, that they might
with a better grace withdraw their 1egard, or with-
hold therr 1ssistance

Savage, however, was not one of those who suf-
fered himnself to be injured without resistance, nor
was less diligent 1n exposing the faults of Lord Tyr-
connel, over whom he obtained at least ttus advan-
tage, that he drove hum first to the practice of out-
rage nd violence  for he was so much provohed by
the wit and nrulence of Savage, that he came with
a number of attendants, that did no honour to lus
courage, to beut himat 1 coffee-house  But 1t hap-
pened that he had left the place a few minutes, and
his lotdship had, without danger, the pleasure of
boasting how he would huve treaited lum  Mr Sa-
vage went next day to repay his visit 2t lus own
house but was prevailed on, by his domesticks, to
retire without 1nsisting upon seeing him

Lord Tyrconnel was accused by Mr Savage of
some actions, which scarcely any provocations will be
thought sufhcient to justify  such as <e1zing what he
had n his lodgings, and other mstances of wanton
cruelty, by which he mcreased the distress of Savage,
without any advantage to bimeelf

Vor X Z These
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These mutual accusations were 1etoited on both
sides, for many years, with the utmost degree of
virulence and rage; and time seemed rather to aug-
ment than dimmish their resentment. That the an-
ger of Mr. Savage should be kept alive, 1s not strange,
because he felt every day the consequences of the
quarrel ; but it mght 1easonably have been hoped,
that Lord Tyiconnel might have relented, and at
length have foigot those provocations, which, how-
ever they_ might have once 1nflamed him, had not
m reality much hurt him.

The spirit of Mr. Savage indeed never suffered
him to solicit a reconciliation, he returned reproach
for reproach, and 1nsult for msult ; s superiority of
wit supplied the disadvantages of his fortune, and
enabled him to form a paity, and prejudice great
numbers 1 his favour.

But though this might be some gratification of his
vanity, 1t afforded very little relief to his necessities ;
and he was very frequently reduced to uncommon’
hardships, of which, however, he never made any
Tmean or 1mpoit tunate complamts, being formed rather
to bear misery with fortitude, than enjoy prospenty
with modeiation

He now thought himself agamn at liberty to expose
the cruelty of his mother, and therefoie, I beheve,
about this time, published The Bastard, a poem re-
maikable for the vivacious sallies of thought 1n the
beginming, where he makes a pompous enumeration
of the 1maginary advantages of base birth ; and the
pathetick sentiments at-the end, where he recounts

the real calamities which he suffered by the crime of
his parents.

- The
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The wigour wd spint of the verses, the pecuhar
circumstances of the author, the novelty of the sub-
Ject, and the notorsety of the story to which the al-
lusions wre made, procured this peiformance a very
favourable reception great numbers were immedi-
ately dispersed, and edittons were multiphied with
unusual rapidity

One ctreumstance attended the publication which

Savage used to relate with great satisfaction  His
mother, to whom the poem was with ¢ due reverence
inscribed, happened then to be at Bath, where she
could not convemently retire from censure, or con-
ceal herself from observation and no sooner did the
reputation of the poem begin to spread, than she heard
1t repeated 1 all places of concourse nor could
she enter the assembly-rooms, or cross the walks,
without bemg stluted with some lhnes from The
Bastard
, This was perhaps the first time that she ever dis-
covered a sense of shame, and on this occasion the
power of wit was verv conspicuous  the wretch who
Iiad, without seruple, procliimed heiself an adulteress,
and who had first endeavoured to starve her son, then
to transport lum, and afterwards to hang him, was
not able to bear the representation of her own con-
duct but fled from reproach, though she felt no
pain from guilt, and left Bath m the utmost haste,
to shelter herself among the crowds of London

Thus Savage had the satisfaclion of finding, that,
though he could not reform s mother, he could
pumsh her, and that he did not always suffer
alone

z 2 The
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The pleasuie which he recelved from this merease
of his poetical 1eputation, was sufficient for some
time to overbalance the miseries of want, which this
perfoimance did not much allewiate, for it was sold
for a very tiivial sum to a bookseller, who, though
the success was so uncommon that five 1M P1ESSIOoNS
were sold, of which many were undoubtedly very
numerous, had not generosity sufficient to admait the
unhappy writer to any pait of the profit

The sale of this poem was always mentioned by
Savage with the utmost elevation of hemt, and
ieferred to by him as an incontestible proof of a
general acknowledgement of his abilities It was
indeed the only production of which he could justly
boast a geneial 1eception.

But though he did not lose the opportunity which
success gave him of setting a hugh1ate on his abilities,
but paid due deference to the suffrages of mankind
when they were given 1n his favour, he did not suffer
his esteem of himself to depend upon others, not
found any tlung sacred i the voice of the people
when they were mclined to censure him; he then
1eadily shewed the folly of expecting that the pub-
lick should judge right, observed how slowly poetical
merit had often forced 1ts way into the world; he
contented imself with the applause of men of judg-
ment, and was somewhat disposed to exclude all
those from the character of men of Judgment whe
dld not applaud him.

. But he was at other times, more favourable to man-
kind than to think them blind to the beauties of his
woiks, and imputed the slowness of their sale to other

Causes
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causes either they were published ata time when the
town was empty, or when the attention of the pub
lich was engrossed by some struggle m the parlin-
ment, or some other object of gencial concern or
they were by the neglect of the publisher not dil
gently thspersed, or by hus avace not adverticed wath
sufficient trequency , Address, or mdustry, o1 hbe-
rility, was always wanting and the blame was lud
rather,on any person than the author

By arts hhe these, arts winch every man practises
m séme degree, and to which too mucl of the little
tranqullity of Iife 1s to be ascribed, Savage was al-
ways able to Iive at peace with humself Had he m-
deed only made use of these expedients to allevinte
the loss or wnt of fortune or reputation, or any other
advantages winch 1t 1s notn « man s powerto bestow
upon Inmself, they might have been justly mentioned
as 1nstances of 1 philosopluctl mind, and very pro
perly proposed to the imitation of multitudes, who,
for want of diverting therr imaginations with the
same dextenity, langwish under afflictions which
might be exsily removed

It were doubtless to be wished, that truth and rea-
son were universilly prevalent that every thing were
esteemed according to its real value, and that men
would secure themselves from being disippointed,
thewr endewvours after happiness, by placing 1t only
mvirtue, which 1s always to he obtamed but, of
adventitious and foreign pleasures must be pursucd,
1t would be perhaps of <ome benefit, smnce thnt pw-
swit must frequently be fruitless, 1f the practice of Sa-
vage could be taught, that folly mght be an annidote

to follv, and one fallacy be obvinted by another
But
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But the danger of this pleasing intoxication must
not be concealed , nor indeed can any one, after ha-
ving observed the hife of Savage, need to be cautioned
agamstit. By imputing none of hns miseries to him-
self, he continued to act upon the sume principles,
and to follow the same path, was never made wiser
by hus sufferings, nor preseived by one msfortune
from falling into another. He pioceeded throughout
his hife to tread the same steps on the same circle ;
always applauding Ins past conduct, or at least foi-
getting 1t, to amuse himself with phantoms of hap-
pmess, which were dancing befoie Inm: and wil-
lingly turned his eyes fiom the hight of 1eason,
when it would have discoveied the illusion, and
shewn him, what he never wished to sce, s real
state

He is even accused, ofter having lulled Ins 1magi-
nation with those 1deal opiates, of having tited the
same experiment upon his conscience, and, having
accustomed hunself to impute all deviations from the
right to forcign caunses, 1t 1s certain that he was upon
every occasion tod easily r1econctled to himself, and
that he appeared very httle to 1egiet those practices
which had impawred his 1eputation  The 1e1gning
érror of his life was, that he mistook the love for the
practice of vitue, and was mdeed not so much a
good man, as the fizend of goodness.

‘This at least must be allowed him, that he always
preserved a stiong sense of the dignity, the beauty,
and the nccessity, of vittue, and that he never con-
tributed deliberately to spread conuption amongst
mankind. His actions, which were generally pre-
cipitate, weie often blameable ;. but his writings,

bemng
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being the productions of study, uniformly tended to
the exaltation of the mind, and the propagation of
morahty 1ad piety

These writings may 1mprove mankmd, when his
fallings shall be forgotten  and therefore he must be
considered, upon the whole, as a benefictor to the
world nor ean his personal example do any hurt,
since whoever hems of his faults will hear of the
mseries which they brought upon him, and which
would deserve less pity, had not his condition been
such as made hus faults pardonable  He may be con-
sidered as a child exposed to all the temptations of
mdigence, at an age when resolution was not yet
strengthened by conviction, nor virtue confirmed by
habit a circumstance which, 1 s Bastard, he
laments 1n a very affecting manner

No Mother s care
Shiclded my infant innocence with pryyer ,
No Father s guardian hand my youth maintain d,
Call d forth my vntues, ortrom vice restrain d
i
The Bastar d, however it might proyoke or mortify
Ins mother, could not be expected to melt her to
compasston, so that he was still under the sxme want
of the necessaries of life, and he therefore exerted
all the nterest which his wit, or lus birth, or his
misfortunes, could procure, to obtun, upon the
death of Lusden, the place of Poet Laureat, and
prosecuted Ins application with so much diligence,
that the King publichly declared 1t his intention to
bestow 1t upon him , but such was the fate of Savage;
that even the kung, when he intended lus advan-
tage, was disappointed in his <chemes for the Lord
Cham-
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Chambeilam, who has the disposal of the laiuel, a¢
one of the appendages of his office, either did not
know the King’s design, or did not approve 1t, or
thought the nomination of the Lameat an encroach-
ment upon Ins nghts, and theiefore bestowed the
lauiel upon Colley Cibber

Mr Savage, thus dicappomted, took a resolution
of applying to the Queen, that, having once grven
him hife, she would enable him to support it, and
therefore pubhshed a short pocm on her buth-day,
to which he gave the odd title of ¢ Volunteer Lau-
“1eat” The event of tlns ceeav he Las humeelf 1e-
lated 1n the followiag letter, winch he prefined to the
poem, when he aftervaids ienuinted 1210 ¢ The Gen-
¢ sleinan’s Magazine,” whence 1 have copuwd 1t en-
tire, ac thr, wves 00 of the few attempts m which
Mr. Savage cucceedud,

« M. Unsay,

“In your Magazine for Februaiy you publi-iica
¢ the last ¢ Volunteer Lauicat, wiitten on a very
¢ melancholy occasion, the death of the 1oyal pa-
¢ troness of arts and hiteratuie m general, and of the
¢ author of that poem in paiticular , I'nosw send you
< the first that M Savage wiote under that title
“ This gentleman, notwithstanding a very consider-
“ able imterest, bemg, on the death of Mr Eusden,
¢ disappointed of the Lawicat’s place, wrote the fol-
“ lowing verses ; which wetre no sooner published, but
“ the late Queen sent to a book<eller fo1 them. The
¢ aythor had not at that time a fiiend either to get
“ him troduced, or his poem preseanted at Court s
¢ yet, such was the unspeakable goodness of that

' ¢ Princess,
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« Pricese, that, notwithstindimg this act of cere-
“ mony w s wanting, 1 a few dy s after publication,
My Savage recened 1 Bank-bill of nity pounds,
% and 1 gricious message from her Moyesty, bv the
¢, Lord North wnd Guildford, to this effect ¢ That
¢ her Majesty was Inghly pleased with the verses
#¢ that she took particularly hind his hines there re-
“lating to the King, that he had permission to
 write annually on the same subject nd that he
¢ should yearly recene the like present, till some-
¢ thing better (which was her Mayesty o tention)
1% could be dome for im  After tlus, he nas per-
¢ mitted to present one of s annual poems to her
#¢ Mayesty, had the honour of histing her hand, and
¢ met with the most gracious reception
Lt “ Yours, &c.’,

Such was the performance *, and such 1ts recep-
tion, a reception, which, though by no means un-
kind, was yet not n the lughest degree generous
to chun down the gentus of a writer to an annual
panegyrich, shewed m the Queen too much desire
of hearing he- own pruses, »nd 1 gieater regard to
herself than to lim on whom her bounty was con-
ferred Tt was 2 hind of avancous gencrosity, by
which flattery was rather purchused than genws
rewardéd

Mrs Oldfield had formerly given Ium the syme
allowance yith much more heroich intention she
had no other view than to enible him to prosecute

1
# Ths poem 15 mserted 1n the Jate Collection

Jus
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his studies, and to set himself above the want of
assistance, and was contented with domng good with-
out stipulating for encomiums.

Mr. Savage, however, was not at liberty to make
exceptions, but was ravished with the favours which
he had received, and probably yet more with those
which he was promised : he considered himself now
as a favourite of the Queen, and did not doubt but a
few annual poems would establish him m some pro-
fitable employment.

He therefore assumed the title of ¢ Volunteer
¢« Lawmeat,” not without some reprehensions from
Cibber, who mformed him, that the title of ¢ Lau-
¢ reat” was a maik of honour conferred by the King,
from whom all honour 1s derived, and which theie-
fore no man has a nght to bestow upon himself;
and added, that he might with equal propriety style
himself a Voluntcer Lord or Volunteer Baronet It
cannot be denied that the iemark was just, but
Savage did not thmk any title, which was conferied
upon Mr Cibber, sohonourableas that the usu pation
of 1t could be 1mputed to him as an mnstance of very
exorbilant vamity, and therefore continued to write
under the same title, and recewved e ery year the
same reward.

He did not appear to consider these encomiums as
tests of his abilities, or as any thing moie than annual
hints to the queen of her promise, or acts of cere-
mony, by the performance of which he was entitled
to Ins pension, and therefore did not labowm them
with gieat dihigence, or piint moie than fifty each
year, except that for some of the last years he regu-

larly
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larlynserted them in « The Gentleman s Magazine,
by which they were dispersed over the Lmtrdom

Of some of them he had himself <o low an opinron,
that he intended to omit them mn the collection of
poems, for which he printed proposals, and solicited
subscriptions  nor can 1t seem ‘strange, that, bemng
confined to the same subject, he should be at some
times ndolent and at others unsuccessful, that he
should sometimes delay a disagreeable tash til 1t
was too late to perform 1t well or that he should
cometimes repeat the same sentiment on the same
occasion, or at others be musled by zn attermpt
after novelty to’forced conceptions and far-fetchéd
1mages !

He wrote mdéed with a double nitention, whtch
supphed him with some varety for Ins business
was, to praise the Queen for the favours which he
had received, and to complun to her of the delay of
these which she had prormsed 1n'some of his preces,
therefore, gratitude 1s predonunant, and 1 some dis-
content 11 some; he represents himtelf as hippy 1n
her patronage, and, 1n others, 45 dicon<olté to find
Inmself neglected 0o n I

Her promise, hike other promises made to this
unfortunate man, was never performed, though he:
took sufficient care that 1t shonld not, be forgotten
The publication of lus * Volunteer Laureat pro-
cured him no other reward than a regular remittance
of fifty pounds i

He was not so depressed by his dlsappomtments as
to neglect any opportumity that was offered of ~d-
vancing hus interest  When the Prince s Anne was

marnied,
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mairied, he wrote-a poem * upon her departure,
only, as he declared, ¢ because it was expected from
¢ him,” and he was not willing to bar Ins own pio-
spects by any appearance of neglect.

He never mentioned any advantage ganed by this
poem, or any 1egard that was paid to1t, and there-
fore 1t 1= hikely that it was considered at comt as an
acl of duty, to winch he was obhged by Ins depen-
dence, and which 1t was therefore not necessary to
reward by any new favour- ot perhaps the Queen
teally mtended lus advancement, and therefore
thought 1t supeifluous to lavish presents upon a man
whom she intended to establish for hie.

About this time not only lus hopes were in danger
of being fiustrated, but his pension likewise of being
obstiucted, by an accidental calumny. The wrniter.
of “The Daily Cowant,” a paper then published
under the dnection of the mmstry, chaiged him
with a erime, which, though not very great n 1tself,
would have been 1emaikably mvidious in lum, and
might very justly have incensed the Queen against
him. He was accused by name of mfluencing clec-
tions agamst the court, by appeaiing at the head of a
tory mob, nor did the accuser fail to aggiavate his
crime, by repiesenting 1t as the effect of the most
atroclous mgatitude, and a kind of rebellion aganst
the Queen, who had fitst preserved him fiom an 1n-
famous death, and afterwaids distinguished him by
her favow, and suppoited lum by lier chamty. The
charge, as 1t was open and confident, was Iikewise
by good fortune very paiticular  The place of the

“ Prmnted 1 the late Collection,
transaction
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transaction was mentidoned, and the whole <eries of
the rioters conduct relited  T'his exactness made
Mr Savages vindication easy  for he never had in
his Iife seen the place which was declred to Le the
scene of his wickedness, nor ever had becn present
any town when its representatives were chosen  Tlus
answer he therefore made haste to publish, with all
the circumstances necessary to mahe 1t credible, and
very reasonibly demanded, that the accusation should
be retracted 1n the same paper, that he might no
longer suffer the imputation of scditton and mgrati-
tude This demand was hikewise pressed by lnm m
a private letter to the author of the paper, who,
either trusting to the protection of those whose de-
fence he had undertaken, or having entertuned some
personal malice agunst Mr Savage, or fearmg lest,
by retracting so confident an 1 <ertion, he should
mmparr the eredit of tus paper, refused to gne him
that satisfaction

Mr Savage thercfore thought 1t necessary, to Ins
own vmdication, to prosecute hun m the Rings
Bench but as he did not find any il effccts from
the accusation, hwing suthaiently cleared Ins 1nno-
cence, he thought any farther procedure would have
the appearance of 1¢venge and thercfore willingly
dropped 1t

He saw soon afterwards 1 process commenced n
the same court agamst himeelf, on \n mformation 1n
which he was accused of writing and publishig an
obscene pamphlet

It was always Mi Savages desne to be distin-
gwished and, when an) controversy became popu-
lar, he never wanted ome reison for engaging 1n 1t

with
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with great a1dour, and appearig at the head of the
party which he had chosen.  As he was never ccle-
biated for s prudence, he had no sooner taken his
side, and mformed himeelf of the cluef topicks of
the dispute, than he took all opportunities of assert-
ing and propagating his prmeciples, without much
1cgard to his own interest, or any other visible design
than that of diawing upon limself the attention of
mankind

The dispute between the Bishop of London and
the Chancellor 1s well known to have been for some
time the cluef topick of political conversation ; and
theiefore Mr Savage, in puisuance of lus chaiacter,
endeavoured to become conspicuous among the con-
trovertists with wlich every cofice-house was filled
on that occasion  Ife was an indefatigable opposer
of all the claims of ecclesiastical power, though he
did not know on what they were founded, and was
therefoic no friend to the Bichop of London But he
had another jeason for appeming as a warm advo-
cate for 1 Rundle; for he was the fiiend of Mr.
Foster and Mi. Thomson, who were the fiiends of
Mr. Savage

Thus remote was his terest m the question,
which, however, as he 1maomed, concerned him so
nearly, that it was not suthcient to haiangue and
thspute, bat necessary hkewise to write upon 1t

He therefore engaged with great ardour m a new
poem, called by him, ¢ The Piogiess of a Divine ;”
in which he conducts a profligate priest, by all the
gradations of wickedness, fiom a poor curacy 1 the
country to the highest prefeiments of the Church;
and desciibes, with that humou1 which was natural to

him
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himp, and that knowledge which was extended to all
the dinersities of hnman life, his behaviour n every
station and nsinuates, that this priest, thus ac-
complished, found at last a patron in the Bishop of
London

When he was ashed, by one of his friends, on what
pretence he could charge the Bishop with such an
action he had no mote to say than that he had
only merted the accusation, and that he thought
1t reasonable to believe that he who obstructed the
rise of a good man without reason, would for bad
reasons promote the exaltation of a villun

The clergy were unnersally provohed by this sa-
tire, and Savage, who, 1s was lus constant practice,
had set hts name to lns performance, was censured
m The Weekly Miscellany * with severity, which
he did not seem mclined to forget

But

* A short satire ws hhewise published an the same paper an
which were the following Iines

For cruel murder deom d to hempen death
Savage by :18ial grace prolong d Ius breath.
Well might vou thunk he spent his future years
In prayer and fasting and repentant tears
—But O vain hope '—the truly Savage cries

Priests and thewr slavish doctrines I despise

Shall ¥

¢ Who by frec thinhing to free action fird

In mudnight brawls 2 deathless name acquir d

Now stoop to learn of ecclesiastic men 7 —

No armd withrhyme at priests 11l take my asm

Though prudence bids me murder but therr fame

WrexLy Misctrzavs

An



But a 1elun of mvective was not thought a sufli-
cient punishinent  The Court of King’s Bench was
therefore moved agamst him; and he was obhiged to
return an answer to a charge of obscemity. It was
urged 1n his defence, that obscemity was ciiminal
when 1t was mtended to promote the practice of
vice, but that Mr Savage had only intioduced obscene

An answer was published n < The Gentleman’s Magazine,”
wutten by an unknown hand, fiom which the following lines
are sclected

© ¢ Tiansfoim'd by thoughtless 1age, and mudmght wine,
From mahce fiee, and push’'d without design,
In equal brawl if Savage lung d a thrust,
And brought the youth 4 victuim to the dust,
So stiong the hand of aceident appeats,
The 10yel hand fiom gwlt and vengeance clears,
Instead of wasting ¢ all thy futwie years,
¢ Savage n prayer ard vam 1epentant teais,”
Exert thy pen to mend a vicious age,
To curb the pricst, and smk Iys ligh-chureh 1age,
To show what fiauas the hcly vestments Inde,
The nests of aviice, Iust, and pedant puide
Then change the <cene, let ment 1iightly shine,
And 10und the patisot twast the wieath divine,
Lhe heav'nly guide deliver down to fame,
In well-tun'd Jays tiansont a Foster s nome ,
Touch ev'1y pascion with haimonious ait,
Enalt the genivs, and corzect the heart
Thus futwre tnres shall 1oval grace extol,
Thus polhish’d lines thy present fame em ol
But grant
Mahiciously that Savage plurg’d the steel,
And made the youth its shinmg vengeance feel ,
My soul abhois the act, the man detests,
But mose the ligotry m pnestly bicasts”
) " Gentleman’s Magazine, May, 1735 D1 J

1deas,
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adeas, with the view of exposing them to detestation,
-and of amending the age by shewng the deformity
of wichedness This plex was adinitted and Sir
Phulip Yorhe, who then presided 1n that court, dis~
mmssed the nformation with encomitums upon the
punty and excellence of Mr Smageswritings The
prosecution, however, answered m some measure the
purpose of those by whom 1t was set on foot for
Mr Smwage was so far intumidated by 1t, that, when
the editton of his poem was sold, he did not venture
toreprnt 1t <o that 1t was 1 a shorl time forgot~
ten, or forgotten by all but those whom it of-
fcnded

It 1s said that some endewvows were used fo -
cense the Queen agunst him  but he found advo-
cates to obviate at lowst put of ther effect, for,
though he was never advanced, he still continued to
Teceve his pension

This pocn dres more infamy upon Ium than any
wncident of lus hfe  and, as his conduct cannot be
vindicated, 1t 1s proper to secure lus memory fiom
reproach, by infornmng those whom he made his
enemies, that he never intcnded to repeat the provo~
cation and that, though, whenever he thought he
had any reason to complun of the clergy, he used
to threaten them with a new edition of * The Pro-
« gress of a Divine, 1t was lus cilm and settled
resolution to suppress 1t for ever

He once mtended to have made « better reparation
for the folly or injustice with which he might be
charged, by writing another poem called # The
“ Progress of a Free thinker,” whom he intended to

Vor X Aa lead
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lead through all the stages of vice and folly, to con-
vert lum fiom vitue to wickedness, and from reh-
gion to mnfidelity, by all the modish sophistiy used
for that purpose; and at last to disnuss lum by his
own hand mto the other world.

That he did not execute this design 1s a real loss
to mankind ; for he was too well acquainted with all
the scenes of debauchery to have failed m his repre-
sentations of them, and too zealous for virtue not to
have 1epiesented them in such a maunner as should
expose them eithar to ridicule o1 detestation.

But tlus plan was, like others, formed and laid
aside, till the vigour of lus mmagination was spent,
and the effervescence of invention had subsided, but
soon gave way to some other design, wlich pleased
by 1ts novelty for a while, and then was neglected
like the former.

He was still in Ius usual exigencies, having no cer-
tamn suppoirt but the pension allowed him by the
Queen, which, though it might have kept an exact
ceconomust from want, was very far from being suffi-
cient for M1 Savage, who had never been accustomed
to dismiss any of lis appetites without the giatifi-
cation which they solicited, and whom nothing but
want of money withheld fiom partaking of every
pleasuie that fell within lus view.

His conduct with 1egard to lus pension was very
patticular. No sooner had he changed the bill, than
he vanished fiom the sight of all his acquantance,
and lay for some tune out of the reach of all the
enquuies that fitendship o1 curiosity could make
after am. At length he appealed again pennyless as

: before,
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before, but never mformed even those whom he
seemed to regrrd most, where he had been nor was
his retreat ever discovered

This wns Ius constant practice during-thewhole
time that he received the pension from the Queen ¢
he regularly disappeared and returned  He, indeed,
aftirmed that he retired to study, and that the money
supported him 1n solitude for many months but s
friends declued, that the shorl time 1n which 1t ws
spent sufficiently confuted lus own account of lus
conduct '

s politeness and his wit still raised himn friends,
who were desirous of setting him 1t length free from
that inchgence by which he had been hitherto op-
pressed and therefoie solicrited Sir Robert Walpale
i lus favour with so much earnestness, that they
obtained 2 promise of the next place that should
become vacant, not exceeding two hundred pounds
a year This promise was made with an uncom-
mon declaration,  that 1t was not the promise of
“ 2 mimster to a petitioner, but of 1 friend to his
“ friend

Mr Savage now concluded himself set at ease
for ever, and, ns he obseives 1n a poem written on
that maident of 'his Iife, trusted and was trusted
but soon found that his confidence was 1ll grounded,
and this friendly promse was not mviolable He
spent a Jong time 1 solicrtations, and at last despaired
and desisted

He did not mdeed deny that he had given the
mumster some reason to believe that he should not
strengthen his own mterest by advancing him, for he
had taken care to distingwish lumself 1n coffee houses

AA 2 as
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as an advocate for the mmstry of the last years of
Queen Anne, and was always ready to justity the
conduct, and exalt the chaacter, of Lord Boling-
broke, whom he mentions with gireat 1egard m an
Lpstle upo  Authors, which he wiote about that
time, but was too wise to publish, and of which only
some fiagments have appeared, mserted by bim m
the ¢ dagazine” after lus retuement.

To despan was not, honever, the chaactar of
Savage ; when one pationage failed, he had 1ecour-e
to another  The Piince was now extiemely popular,
and had very hbaally 1ewarded the ment of some
wilters whom DMr. Savage did not thnk supenor to
himeelf, and therefore he iesolved to addiess a poem
to lum.

For this purpose he made choice of a subject
which could 1egard only persons of the Inghest rank
and gieatest afffuence, and which was thereforepro-
per foi a poem 1ntended to procure the patronage
of a punce; and, having 1etned for some time to
Richmond, that he nnght posecute Ins design m
tull tranquilhity, without the temptations of pleasure.
o1 the soliatations of areditors, by which his meds-
tations waie 1 cqual danger of bemg disconcerted,
he produced a poem “On Publick Spint, with 1e-
““ gard to Publick Works ”

‘The plan of this poem 1s very extensive, and com-
prises a mulbitude ot topicks, cach of wluch might
turnush matter sufticient for a long peiformance, and
of which some have already employed more eminent
writers , but as'he was perhaps not fully acquainted
with the whole extent of his own design, and was
wuung to obtian a supply of wants too pressing to
) admit
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admit of long or accurate enquuries, he passes negh-
gently over many publich works, which, even m
his own opinion, deserved to be more elaborately
treated® Tt -

But, though he may somehimes diswppbint hus
reader by transient touches upon these subjects,
wlich have often been considered, and therefore
naturally raise espectations, he must be allowed
amply to ‘compensite s omissions, by expatiating,
m thelconclusion of fus work, upon 1 1ind of bene-
ficence not yet celebrated by any ermment ' poet,
though 1t now appeais mote susceptible of embelhish-
ments;” more adapted tovesalt the ideas, and affect
the passions than mahy of those wineh have Intherto
been thought-most worthy of the ornments of verse
The settlement of colotites 1 umnhabited countries,
the estabhishment of 'those 1n security, whose ms-
fortunes have made thewr own country no longer
pleasing o1 safe, the acquisition of property without
myury to any, the appropination of the waste and
luvuriant bounties of natute, and the enjoyment of
those gifts which Heaven lins scattered upon regions
uncultivated and unoccupied, cannot be considered
without mving Tise to 2 great number of pleasmg
1deas, and bewildermg thetimagmation 1 dehightful
prospects and, theretore, whatever speculttions they
my produce m those who have confined themselves
to politicil studies, natmally fived the attention, and
excited the applause, of n poet  The pohticin when
he considers men diuven mto vtha cduntiies for
shelter, and obliged to retire to forests and deverts,
and pass their lives, 1nd fix therr postenity, i the
remotest corners of the world, to avoid those hard-
1 ships
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ships which they suffer or fear i their native place,
may very pioperly enquire, why the legislature does
not provide a remedy for these miseries, rather than
encourage an escape from them He may conclude
that the fight of every honest man 1s a loss to the
community , that those who aie unhappy without
guilt ought to be reheved; and the hfe, which 1s
overburthened by accidental calamities, set at ease
by the care of the publick, and that those, who
have by misconduct forfeited their claim to favour,
ought rather to be made useful to the society which
they have injured, than be driven from it. .;But
the poet 15 employed 1n a more pleasing undes taking
than that of proposing laws which, however just or
expedient, will never be made, o1 endcavouiing to
1educe to rational schemes of..goveinment societies
which were foomed by chance; and aie conducted
by the private passions of those who preside m
them He guides the unhappy fugitve, from want
and persecution, lo plenty, quiet, and security, and
seats him 1n scenes of peaceful solitude, and undis-
tuibed repose . . ,

Savage has not forgotten, amidst the pleasing sen-
timents which this prospect of retivement suggested
to him, to censure those crimes which have been
generally committed by the discoveiers of new re-
glons, and to expose the enormous wickedness of
making war upon barbaious nations because they
cannot resist, and of mvading countries because they
are fruitful, of extending navigation only to pro-
pagate vice, and of wvisiting distant lands only to lay
them waste He has asseited the natural equality
of mankind, and endeavouied to suppress that pride

which
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which mclmes men to imagine that right 1 the con-
sequence of power

His description of the various miseries which
force men to seek for 1efuge 1 distant countries,
affords another imstance of his proficiency n the
mmportant and extensive study of human life and
tlle tenderness with which he recounts them, another
proof of his humanity and benesolence

It 15 observable that the close of thus poem dis-
covers a change which expertence had made in Mr
Savages opmions  In a poem ritten by ]nm m lus
youﬂl, and published 1n hus Miscellanes, he declares
his contempt of the contracted views and nayrow
prospects of the middle state of Iife, and declrres hus
resolution either to tower lile the cedar, or be tram.
pled like the shrub but m this poem, thoucrﬁ ad-
dressed to a prince, he mentions this state of life as
comprizing those who ought most to attrct rewnrd,
those who merit most the confidence of power, 'md
the famihanty of greatness nd, aceidentally men-
tioning this passage to one of lus fiends, 'declaved,
{hat m Iis opinion 'l the virtue of mankind was
comprehended 1n that sfate

In desenbing willas and gardens, he did not omit
to condemn that absmd custom, which prevails
among the English, of permitting servants to receive
money from strangers for the entertamment that
they receve, and “therefore wserted 1 his poem
these lines

But what the flow ung pude of gardens rare,
However royal, or however farr,
If gates, which to access should still give wy,
Ope but, hike Peter s paradise, for pay,
If
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If perquisited vailets frequent stand,

And each new walk must a new tax demand ,
What foreign eye but with contempt surseys?
What Muse shall fiom oblivion snatch their praise?

But before the publication of s performance he
recollected, that the Queen allowed her gaiden and
cave at Richmond {o be shewn for money, and that
she so openly countenanced the practice, that she
had bestowed the pinvilege of shewimg them as a
place of piofit on a man, W hose meut <he valued
heiself upon 1ewarding, though she gave lum only
the Iiberty of disgiacing his country.

He therefore thought, with moie prudence than
was often exerted by hum, that the pubhication of
these lines might be officiously repiceented as an
nsult upon the Queen, to whom he owed lus hfe
and his subsistence; and that the piopriety of Ius
observation would be no secuiity agamnst the cen-
smes which the unseasonableness of it mght diaw
upon lum, he theiefare suppressed the passage in
the fiist edition, but after the Queen’s death thought
the same caution no longer necessaiy, and 1estored
it to the proper place

The poem was, therefore, published without any
political faults, and msciibed to the Pimce. but
Mr Savage, having no fuiend upon whom he could
prevail to present 1t to him, had no other method
of attracting his obseivation than the publication of
frequent advertisements, and therefore 1eceived no

1ewaid from his pation, however generous on other
occasions,

L]

) , Thie
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Thns disappomtment he never mentioned without
indignation, being by some mens or other confident
that the Prince was not 1gnorant of his address to
lum and insmuated, that if any advances 1 po-
pularity could have been made by distingwishing
Jum, he had not wiitten without notice, or without
reward " )

He was once nclined to hwe presented his poemn
n person, and sent to the printer for a' copy with
that design  but erther his opinton changed, or his
resoluhion deserted im, and he contmued, to resent
neglect wathout attempting to force himself into
regard ;

Nor was the publich much,more fivourable than
Tus patron, for only seventy-two were sold, though
the performance was much commended by some
whose judgment n that kind of writing 1s generlly
alloned But Savage easily reconciled himself to
manhind, without imputing any defect to,his worl,
by observing that his poem was unluchily published
two days afier the prorogation of the parhment,
and by consequence t 1 time when all those who
could be expected to regard 1t were n the hurry of
preparing for their departure, or engaged i tahing
leave of others upon ther dismusston from publich
affans , o o

It must be however allowed, 1 justification of the
publick, that this performance 1s not the most ex-
cellent of Mr Savages works and that, though 1t
cannot be dented to contain many strihing senti-
ments, majestlck lines, and just observations, 1t 1s
general not sufficiently polished m the lnguage, or
enlivened 1n the imagery, or digested 1n the pln

Thus
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Thus lus poem contributed nothing to the alle-
viation of his poverty, which was such as very few
could ‘have suppoited with equal patience; but to
which, 1t must hkewise be confessed, that few would
have been exposed who rcceived punctually fifty
pounds a year, asalary which, though by no means
equal to the demands of vamity and luxuy, 1s yet
found sufficient to support fanulies above want, and
was undoubtedly more than the necessitics of hife
require. ‘

But no sooner had he received his pension, than
he withdiew to his dmling privacy, from winch he
returned 1 a short time to his foimer distress, and
for some’ pait’of the year generally lived by chance,
eating onlv when he was invited to the tables of hus
acquamtances, from which the meanness of lus diess
often excluded him, when the politeness and variety
of lus conversation would have been thought a sufhi-
cient 1ecompence for Ins entertainment

IHe lodged as much by accident as he dined, and
passed the might sometimes m mean houses, which
are set open at mght to any casual wanderers, some-
times m cellars, among the riot and filth of the
meanest and most profligate of the 1abble ; and some!
tumes, when he had not money to suppoit even the
expences of these 1ecept'lcles, walked about the
streets' till' he was weary, and lay down in the
summer upon a bulk, ‘or m the winter, with his
associates 1 poveity, among the ashes of a glass-
house.

In this manner were passed those days and those
nights which natwie had enabled him to have em-
ployed 1n elevated speculations, useful studies, or

pleasing
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pleasing comersation  On g bulk, n 4 cellar, of n
2 glass-house, among thieves'and beggars, was fo ba
found the author of The INanderer, the man:of
exalted sentiments, extensive views, and curious ob-
servations the man whose remarks on hfe might
have assisted the statesman, whose 1deas of virtue
might have enlghtened tlie morahst, whose elo-
quence might thave influenced =enates, and whose
delieacy might have pohished courts « v T

It cannot but be 1magined that suth necessities
mght sometimes force lim uponrdisreputable pric-
tices and 1t 1s probible that these hnes i The
FWanderer were occasioned by hus reflections on his
own conduct Tror oty ! ]

2

’

‘Phoughl miser} leads to imppme’ss, and h‘lﬂh,’
Unequal to the load this Jiguid youth, b
(O, let none censure, of untried by grcf] I
it If, amdst woe, tintempted by relief,) t i
He stoop d reluctant to low arts of shame, :
Which then ev n then, he scorn d, and blush’'d tq
' name ¢ 1 1

Whoever wrs acquainted with him was certdin to
e solterted for small sums; whidh the frequeney of
the request made m time considertble Jand he viad
therefore quiekly dhunnéd by those ho were het
come familinr enough to be trusted with his needssi-
ties  but his rambling'manné: of hife, and constant
appewrance'at houses 6f publick resort, always prol
cured lim « new successiomof fitends, whdse hind
ness liad not been exhausted by repeated requests ¢
s0 that he ws seldom +bsolutely without resouices;
but had m Ius utmost exigencies this comfort, that
he always imagimed humself sure of speedy rehef

[ It
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- Tt was observed, that he always asked favouis of
this kind without the least submission o1 apparent
consciousness of dependence, and that he did nof
seem to look upon a compliance with his 1equest as
an obligation that deserved any extraoidinary ac-
knowledgements; but a refusal was resented by him
-as an afrent, or coniplamed of as an mjury, nor
did he readily reconcile himself to those who erther
denied to lend, or gave im afterwaids any mu-
mation-that they expected to be repard. © - -

;» He was sometimes so fa1 compassionated by those
who knew both his merit and distiesses, that they
recerved: him 1nto their ‘families, but they soon dis-
covered hum to be a very incommodious inmate , for;
being always accustomed to an nregular manner of
life, he could not confine himself to any stated hows,
or pay any 1egaid to the rules of a famuly, but would
prolong his conversation till midmght, without con-
sideting that busiess might 1equire his fuiend’s ap-
plication ;mm the moining; and, swhen he had pei-
suaded himself to retue to bed, was not, without
equal difficulty, called up to dlm}er; 1t was therefore
mmpossible to pay'him, any, distinction. without the
entire subversion of all aeconomy,,a kind of estabhsh-
ment which, wherever he went, "he alw ays aI;pem ed
ambitious to ‘overthrow, -+ oo L

It must, therefore, be acknowledged, m justifica-
tion of mankind, that 1t was not alway< by the neg-
ligence or coldness of his friends that Savage was dis-
tressed, but because 1t was 1n reality very difficult to
preserve him long 1n a state of ease. To supply him
with money was a hopeless attempt ,- for no sooner
/did he see umself master of a sum sufficient to set

’ him
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tum frec from care for a dvy, than he became pro-
fuse and lusurious  'Whentonce he had entered a
tavern, or engnged in 2 scheme of pleasure; he never
retired till want of money obhiged him to some new
evpedient  If he was entertaned mn a family, no-
thing was any longer to be regnrded there but amuse-
ments and yollity twhercver Stvage entered, he 1m-
wediately expected that order and busmess should
fly before him,sthat all should thenceforward be left
to hazard,"and that no dull principle of domestick
mangement should be opposed to his 4nclination,
or mtrude upon Ins guety

His dnstresses, however affictive, never dejected
him m lus lonest state, he wanted not spint to
assett the natural digmty of wit, and was always
ready to repress that mnsolence which the supertonty
of fortune meited, and to trimple on that reputation
winch rose upon any other basis than that of ment
he ncier admtted any gross famihanties, or sub-
mitted to be treated otherwise than as an equal
Once, when he was without lodging, meat, or clothes,
one of lns triends, 1= man ndeed not remarkable for
moderation 1n his prospenty, left a message, that he
destred to see hum 1bout nine 1n the morning  Savage
Lnew that Ins intention was to assist him  but was
very much disgusted that he should presume to pre-
seribe the hour of lus attendance, and, 1 beheve, re-
fused to visit um, and rejected hus hindness

The same mvincible temper, whethe: firmness or
obstinacy, appeared in his conduct to the Lord Tyr-
connel, from “hom he very frequently demanded
that the allowance wlich was once pard im should
be restored, but with shom he never appered to

entertain
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enterlain for a moment the thought of soliciting «
reconciliation, and whom he treated at once with all
the haughtmess of superionity, and all the bitterness
of resentment. He wiote to him, not in a style of
supplication or respect, but of repioach, menace,
and contempt, and appeared determined, 1f he ever
regamed his allovance, to hold 1t only by the nght
of conquest.

As many moie can discover that 2 man is richer
than that he 1s wiser than themselves, superority of
under standing 1s not so 1eadily acknowledged as that
of fortune, moris that haughtiness, which the con-
scrousness of gieat abihities mcites, borne with the
same submission as the tyranny of affluence, and
therefore Savage, by asserting his claim to deference
and 1egaid, and by tieating those with contempt,
whom better fortune amimated to rebel agamst him,
did not fail to raise a gieat number of enemies m
the different classes of mankind Those who thought
themselves 1a1sed above him by the adsantages of
riches, hated him because they found no protection
from the petulance of lus wit. Those who were
esteemed for then wiitings feated hnn as a cntich,
and maligned him as a rival, and almost all the
smaller wits were his professed enemies.

Among these M1 Miller so far indulged his 1e-
sentment as to mtioduce him m a farce, and direct
him to be personated on the stage, in a diess like
that which he then woie, a mean msult, which only
insinuated that Savage liad but one coat, and which
was theiefore despised by him rather than 1esented ;
for, though he wiote a lampoon agamst Miller, he
never printed 1t: and as no other person ought to

prosecute
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prosecutesthat revenge from which the person who
wns myjured desisted, 1 shall not preserve what Mr
Savage suppres<ed, of which the publication would
indeed have been o pumishment too <evere for <o
impotent m asswlt

The great hardslnps of poverty were to Swage
pot the want of lodging or of food, but the neglect
and contempt which 1t drew upon lum  Ile com-
pluned that, as Ius affurs grew desperte, he found
Ins reputation for capreity visibly decline  that Ius
opinion in questions of criticism was no longer re-
garded, when his coat was out of fashion 2nd that
those. who, 1n the mterval of s prospenty, were
always encoumging lum to great undertal ngs by
encomums on his genws and 1ssurices of success,
now recenved any mention of his desygns with cold-
ness, thought that the subjects on which he proposed
to write were very difheult, and were ready to mform
him, that the event of a poemn was uncertan, that
an author ought to employ much time 1 the const
deration of Ins pln, and not presume to it down to
wnte m confidence of a few cursory 1deas, nd 2
cuperfieril [ uowledge, difticulties were started on
all sides, and he was no longer qualified for any per-
formance but “ The Volunteer I aureat

Yet even tlns hind of contempt never depressed
bim  for he alwnys preserved a steady confidence
m Ius own capacity, and behieved nothing above his
reach which he should at any time earnestly endea-
vour to attain - He formed schemes of the same 1 md
with regard to knowledge and to fortune, and flat-
tered lnmself with ~dvances to be made. 1n science,
as with riches, to be enjoyed 1n some distant period

of
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of his life. TFor the acquisition of knowledge he wag
indeed fa1 better qualified than for that of 1niches;
for he was natwially mquisitive, and desious of the
conversation of those fiom whom any mfoimation
was to be obtamned, but by no means solicitous to
impiove those oppoitumties that weie sometimes of-
fered of raising his fortune, and he was 1emarkably
retentive of his ideas, which, when once he was
possession of them, 1arely forsook him; a quality
which could never be communicated to s money.

"While he was thus wearmg out lus life i expec-
tation that the Queen would some time 1ecollect her
promise, he had 1ecouise to the usual practice of
writers, and published pioposals for printing Ius
works by subsciiption, to which he was encomaged
by the success of many who had not a better right
to the favour of the publick, but, whatever was the
1eason, he did not find the woild equally mclined to
favowr lum , and he observed, with some discontent,
that, though he offered his wmks at half-a-guinea,
he was able to procuie but a ‘small number 1n com-
paiison with those who subscribed twice as much to
Duck. )

Nor was 1t without mdignation that he saw his
proposals neglected by the Queen, who patiomsed
Mr Duck’s with uncommon aidow, and mecited a
competition, among those who attended the cowt,
who should most promote his intciest, and who
should first offer a subscription. This was a distine-
tion to which Mr Savage made no scruple of assert-
ing, that his buth, his m1sfortunes, and Ins genius,
gave a fawer title, than could be pleaded by him on
whom it was confeired,

Savage’s
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Savages apphications were, however, not unner-
sally unsuccessful,, for <ome of the nobihity counte-
nanced Ins de<ign, encouriged Ins proposals, and
subscribed with great iberality  He related of the
Duhe of Chandos particularly, that, upon receving
his propo=als, he sent hun ten gumeas

But the money which Ins subseriptions afforded
hin was not less volatile than that which he re-
cused from Ins other schemes, whenever a subeerip-
tion was pad Inm, he want to a twem, and, os
money <o collected 15 necesaartly recened 1 small
sums, he never was able to <end Ins poems to the
press, but for many years continued Ins <olicitation,
and squandered whatever lie abtuned

The project of printing his works was frequently
raned, and as lus proposals grew obeolete, new
ones were printed with fresher dates To form
schemes for the publication, was one of his favounte
amusements nor was he ever more at ease than
when, with any friend who readily fell in wath lus
schemes, he was adjusting the pnnt, formmng the
advertisements, and regulating the dispersion of Ins
new edition, wlich he really intended some time to
publish, and wInch, as long as eaperience had shewn,
him the impossibility of printing the volume to-
gether, he at Ihst determined to divide nto weekly
or monthly numbers, that the profits of the first
naght supply the expences of the next

Thus he spent his time 1n mean expedients and
tormenting suspence, Iiving for the greatest part an
fear of prosecutions from Ins creditors, and conse-
quently skulking 1n obscure parts of the town, of
which he was no stranger to the remotest corners

Vou X Br But
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But wherever he came, his addiess secuied him
friends, whom his necessities soon alienated ; so that
he had perhaps, a more numeious acquaintance than
any man ever before attamed, there bemng scarcely
any peison eminent on any account to whom he was
niot known, or whose chaiacter he was not n some
degree able to delineate.

To the acquisition of this extensive acquaintance
every circumstance of his hife contuibuted. He ex-
celled m the aits of conversation, and theiefore wil-
Ingly practised them. He had seldom any home,
o1 even a lodging 1 which he could be private; and
theiefore was driven ito publick-houses for the
common conveniences of life and supports of nature.
He was always 1eady to comply with every invitation,
having no employment to withhold him, and often
no money to provide for himself; and by dining
with one company, he never failed of obtamnng an
intioduction nto another.

Thus dissipated was his hife, and thus casual Ins
subsistence ; yet did not the distiaction of his views
hinder him fiom 1eflection, nor the uncertamnty of
his condition depress his galety. When he had wan-
dered about without any fortunaté adventure by
which he was led into a tavern, he sometimes retired
into the fields, and was able to employ his mind 1n
study, or amuse it with pleasing 1maginations ; and
seldom appeared to be melancholy, but when some
sudden misfoitune had just fallen upon him, and
even then mn a few mioments he would disentangle
himself from his perplexity, adopt the subject of
conversation, and apply his mind wholly to the ob-
Jects that others presented to 1t,

n This
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Tlus Iife, unhappy as 1t may be aliexdy imagined,
was yet mmbittered, 1n 1738, with new calamities,
Lhe death of the Queen deprived him of 4ll the
prospects of preferment with which he so long enter-
tuned s 1magmation  and, as Sir Robert Walpole
hid before given Inm reason to believe that he nevey
mtended the performance of s promise, he was
now abandoned agan to fortnne

He was, however, at. that time, supported by a
friend, and as 1t was not his custom to,look out for
distant crlamities, or to feel any other pan than that
which forced 1tself upoi his senses, he was not much
afficted at Ius loss, and perhaps comforted himself
that his pension would be now contmnued without
the annunl tribute of a panegyrich mrag b

Another expectation contributed lihéw 1serto sup-
port him e had taken a resolution towrite 2 <e«
cond tragedy upon the storyiof Su Thomas Over-
bury, 1 which he preserved « few hines of Jus former
play, but made a total alteration of the plan, added
new mcidents, and mtroduced new characters so
that 1t was a new tragedy , not a revival ofithe former

Many of his friends blamed him for not making
choice of another subject but, m vindication of
Inmself, he nsserted, that 1t was not easy to find a
better nd that he thought 1t Ius interest to extin-
guish the memory of the first tragedy, which he
could only do by writing one less defective upon the
«<ame-story by which he should entirely defeat the
artifice of the booksellers, who, after the death of
any author of reputation, aie aInays mdustrious to
swell Tus works, by umting his worst productions
with hus best

BR 2 In
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In the execution of thus scheme, however, he
proceeded but slowly, and probably only employed
himself upon it when he could find no other amuse-
ment; but he pleased himself with counting the
profits, and perhaps 1magmed, that the theatrical
reputation which he was about to acquire would be
equivalent to all that he had lost by the death of his
patroness.

He did not, m confidence of lus approaching
riches, neglect the measuies piroper to secuie the
contimuance of his pension, though some of his fa-
vourers thought lim culpable for omitting to wiite
on hei death, but, on her birth-day next year, he
gave-a proof’ of the sohdity of his judgment, and
the power of lus genius He knew that the tiack
of elegy- had been so long beaten, that 1t was 1m-
possible to travel m 1t w1’chout treading 1n the foot-
steps of those who had gone befoic nim, and that
therefore 1t wds necessary, that he nught distingush
himself from the herd of encomuasts, to find out
some new walk of funeral panegyrick.

This difficult task he perfoimed 1n such a manner,
that his poem may be justly 1anked among the best
pieces that the death of pinces has produced. By
transferiing the mention of her death to her birth-
day, he has foimed a happy combiation of topicks,
which any other man would have thought 1t very
difficult to connect i one view, but which he has
united 1 such a manner, that the 1elation between
them appears natwial, and it may be justly sad,
that what no other man would have thought on, 1t
now appeas scaicely posuble for any man to nuss.

The
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The beauty of this peculiar combmation of imnges
1s so masterly, that 1t 1s sufficient to set this poem
above censure, and therefore 1t 15 not necessary to
mention many other delicate touches which may be
found m 1t, and which would deservedly be admired
1n any other performance

To these proofs of lns genius may be added, from
the same poem, an mstance of lus prudence, an
excellence for which he was not so often distin~
guished, he does not forget to remind the hing, 1n
the most delicate and artful manner, of continuing
Ius penston

‘With regard to the suceess of this address, he was
for some time 1n suspence, but w1s 1 no great de-
gree sohicitous about 1t, and continued lus lnbour
upon his fiew tingedy with great tranquilhity, till the
friend who had for 2 considerable time supported
him, removing Ins famuly to another place, took oe-
casion to cismmss Inm It then became necessary to
enquire more diligently what was determined m ks
affair, having 1eason to suspect that no great favour
was mtended him, because he had not received his
pension 1t the usurl trme

It 1s sard, that he did not take those methods of
retrieving his interest, which were most-likely to suc
ceed- and some of those who were employed 1n the
Eixchequer cantioned him against too much viclence
m his proceedings but Mr Swnge, who seldom
regulated lus conduct by the advice of others, gave
way to his passion, and demanded of Sir Robert Wal-
pole, at Ius levee, the reason of the distinction that
was made between hymn and the other pensioners of
the Queen, with a degree of roughness which perhaps

" deter-
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determined him to withdiaw what had bcen only -
delayed

Whatever was the ciime of which he was accu<ed
or suspected, and whatever influence was employed
against him, he received soon after an account that
took f1om hum all hopes of regamming lus pension
and he had now no prospect of subswstence but fiom
lus play, and he knew no way of hiving fo1 the time
required to fim<h it. =

So peculial were the misfortunes of this man,
deprived of an estate and title by a particular law,
exposed and abandoned by a mother, defrauded by
a mother of a fortune which lus father had allotted
him, he entered the woild without a fitend, and
though Ius abilities forced themsclves mto esteem
and reputation, he was never able to obtamn any real
advantage, and whatever prospects arose, weie al-
ways 1ntercepted as he began to approach them.
The king’s mtentions m lns favour were fiustrated ;
his dedication to the prince, whose genciosity on
every other occasion was emiment, procured him no
reward, Sir Robeit Walpole, who valued himself
upon keeping his promise to otheis, bret« it to Inm
without regiet, and the bounty of the Queen was,
after her 'death, withdiawn fiom him, and fiom him
only.

Such were his misfortunes, which yet he bore, not
only with decency, but with cheerfulness, nor was
his gaiety’clouded even by hus last disappointments,
though he was m a short time 1educed o the lowest
rlegree of .distress, and often wanted Yoth lodging
“and food At this time he gave another ‘mstance: of
the thsum mountable obstiacy of his spnit, his clothes

f were
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were worn out and he recenved notice, that -t 2
coffee-house some clothes and linen were lft for
Ium  the person who sent them did not, I bcheve,
mform lum to whom lie was to be obhged, that he
might spare the perplexity of achnowledging the
benefit, but though the offer was so far generous, 1t
was made with <ome neglect of ceremonies, which
Mr Savage so much resented, that he refused the pre~
sent, and declined to enter the house till the clothes
that had been designed for Inm were tal en wway

His distress was now publichly hnown, and Ins
friends, therefore, thought 1t proper to concert some
measures for s relief, and one of them wrote a
letter to lum, 1 wluch he expressed Ius concern
¢« for the micerable withdrwwing of hus pension,
and gave him hopes, that 1 1 short time he <hould
find lnmself supphed with a competence, * without
¢« any dependence on those httle creatures which we
« gre pleased to call the Great

The scheme proposed for tlus happy and indepen-
dent subsistence was, that he should retire into Wales,
and recenve an allowance of fifty pounds a yer, to
be raised by a subseniption, on which he was to hve
privately in a cheap place, without a<pirmg any more
to affluence, or having any farther care of reputation

This offer Mr Savage ghdly accepted, though
with tentions very different from those of 'us
friends for they proposed that lie should continuc
an exile from London for ever, ind spend all the 1e-
maining part of lus life 1t Swansen  but he designed
only to take the opportumity, wiich thewr scheme
offered him, of retreating for a short time, that he
mght prepare his play for the stage, and lns othelr

work



576 SAVAGE.

works for the press, and then return to London to
exlibit his tragedy, and live upon the profits of
his own labour.

With regard to his works, he proposed very great
improvements, which would have required much
time, or great application ; and, when he had finished
them, he designed to do justice to s subcenbers,
by publishing them according to his proposals

As he was ready to entertain himsclf with future
pleasutes, he had planned out a <«cheme of hie for
the country, of which he hal no knowledge hut
from pastorals and songs  Ile mmagmed that he
should be tiansported to sccnes of flowery fehaty,
Iike those which one poet has reflected to another;
and had piojected a perpetnal round of nnocent
pleasures, of winch he suspected no interruption
from pride, or 1ignotance, or brutahty,

With these expectations he was so enchanted, that
when he was once gently 1eproached by a friend for
submitting to hve upon a subseription, and advised
rather by a 1esolute exertion of Ins abilities to sup-
port himself, he could not bear to debar himself
from the happiness which was to be found m the
calm of a cottage, or lose the opportumty of listen-
ing, without mtermission, to the melody of the
mghtingale, which he believed was to be heard from
every biamble, and which he did not fail to mention
as a very 1mportant part of the happiess of a
country life,

While this scheme was ripenmg, his friends di-
rected hum to take a lodging in the hiberties of the
Fleet, that he might be secure from his creditors,
and sent him every Monday a gunea, which he com-

monly
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monly spent before the next morning, and trusted,
after his usunl manner, the remuning part of the
week to the bounty of fortune

He now began very sensibly to feel the museries
of dependence  Those by whom he was to be sup-
ported began to preseribe to him with an ur of au-
thority, which he knew not how decently to resent,
nor patiently to bear, and he soon discovered, from
the conduct of most of his subscribers, that he was
yet mn the hands of « little creatures’

Of the nsolence that he was obliged to suffer, he
gave many mstances, of which none appeared to
raise his mndignation to a greater height than the
method which was taken of furmishing im with
clothes Instead of consulting him, and allowing
him to send n tailor lus orders for what they thought
proper to allow Inm, they proposed to send for a
tailor to tale lus measure, and then to consult how
they should equip lum

This treatment was not very delicate, nor wasat
such as Savage s humamty would have suggested to
him on a hihe occasion, but it had scarcely deserved
mention, had 1t not, by affecting him m an uncom-
mon degree, shewn the peculianty of his character
Upon hearing the design that was formed, he came
to the lodging of a friend with the most violent ago
mies of rage  and, being asked what 1t could be that
gave lim such disturbance, he replied with the
utmost vehemence of mdignation, ¢ Chat they had
¥ sent for a tarlor to measure him

How the affur ended was never enquired, for fear
of renewing his uneasmess It 1s hrobable that,
upon recollection, he submitted with a good grace to

what



378 SAVAGE

what he could not avoid, and that he discoveied no
reséntment where he had no power.

He was, however, not humbled to impheit and
universal complianee ; fo1 when the gentleman, who
had first mnformed im of the design to suppoit him
by a subsciiption, atlempted to procure a 1econcihia-
tion with the Lord Tyiconnel, he could by no means
be pievailed upon to comply with the measures that
weie proposed.’

A letter was written for him ” to Sn William
Lemon, to prevall upon lum to mterpose his good
offices with Lord Tyiconnel, m which he solicited
Sir Willham’s _assistance “for a man who really
¢ needed 1t as much as any man could well do;” and
informed hum, that he was retumg ¢ for ever to a
¢ place wheie he should no more tiouble lus rela-
¢ tions, friends, o1 enemics,” he confessed, that lis
passion had betrayed him to some conduct, with re-
gard to Loid Tyiconnel, for wlich he could not but
heartily ask his pardon; and as he 1magined Lord
Tyrconnel’s passion might be yet so hlg,h that he
would not ¢ 1eceive a letter fiom him,” begged that
Sir Willlam would endeavour to soften hun; and
expressed lus hopes that he would comply with this
request, and that “ so small a relation would not
¢ harden his heait agamnst him ”

That any man should presume to dictate a letter
to him, was not very agieeable {o Mr Savage; and
therefore he was, before he had opened 1t, not much
inclined to approve 1t But when he. 1ead 1t, he
found it contamed sentiments entirely oppo‘ute te

‘ * By My Pope Dr.J
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his own, and, 2s he asserted, to the truth, ahd there-
fore, instead of copymng 1t, wrote Ins friend < letter
full of masculine recentment and waim epostu-
lations He very justly observed, that the style was
too supplicatory, wnd the representation too abject,
and that he ought at lewst to have made lum com-
plan wath  the digmity of 1 gentleman 1n distress
He declared that he would not wnte the paragraph
in which he was to ash Lord Tyrconnels pardon,
for, < he despised his pardon, and therefore could
“ not heartily , and would not hy poeritieally, sk 1t
He remarked that Inus friend made a very unrea
sonable distinction between himself nd lim  for,
says hie, " when you mention men of high rink 1
¢ your own character, they are * those hittle crea-
* tures whom we are pleased to call the Great, but
when you address them i mine, no senvility 1s
sufficiently humble  ITe then with great propriety
explained the 1ll consequences whieh nught be en-
pected from such a letter, which Ius relations would
prmt m their own defence, and which would for
ever the produced as 2 full answner to all that he
should allege ngamst them for he alwrys mtended
to publish 1 minute account of the tieatment winch
he had recerved It 15 10 be remembered, to the
honour of the gentleman by whom this letter was
drawn up, that he yielded to Mr Savages reasons,
and agreed that 1t ouglit to be suppressed

After many alterations «nd delays, a subseription
was at length raised, which did not 1mount to fifty
pounds a year, though twenty nere pud by one gen-
tleman*  such wns the generosity of mnkmd, that

€ My Pope R
what
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what had been done by a player without solicitation,
could not now be effected by application and in-
terest, and Savage had a great number to court and
to obey for a penston less than that which Mrs. Old-
field paid him without exacting any servilities.

Mr. Savage, however, was satisfied, and willing
to retire, and was convinced that the allowance,
though scanty, would be more than sufficient for
him, being now determmed to commence a rigid
ceconomust, and to hve according to the exactest rules
of ‘frugality ; for nothing was 1n Ins opmion more
contemptible than a man, who, when he knew his
income, exceeded 1t; and yet he confessed, that in-
stances of such folly were too common, and lamented
that some men were not to be trusted with their own
money.

Full of these saluta1y resolutions, he left London
in July 1739, having taken leave with great tendei-
ness of his friends, and parted from the author of
this nanative with teams in his eyes. He was fur-
mished with fifteen guineas, and informed, that they
would be sufficient, not only for the expence of his
Journey, but for lus suppoit n Wales for some time ;
and that there remamed but litile moie of the first
collection He piomised a strict adherence to his
maxims of paisimony, and went away in the stage-
coach ; nor did his friends expect to hear from him
11l he infoimed them of his arival at Swansea.

But, when they least expected, airived a letter
dated the fowteenth day after his departure, n
which he sent them word, that he was yet upon the
road, and without money, and that he therefore
could not proceed without a 1emuttance. They then

sent
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sent Inm the money that was in thar hands, with
which he ws enabled to reach Bristol, from whence
he was to go to Swansea by water

At Bristol he found an embargo Imd upon the
shipping, so thet he could not immedintely obtam 2
prssage, and bemg therefore obliged to <ty therc
<ome time, he with Ins usual felteity imgratiated hun-
self with many of the principal tnhabitants, was in
vited to ther houses, distmguiched 1t their pubhck
feasts, and treated with 2 regard that grtified Ins
vamty, and therefore casily engaged Ins affietion

He began very early after bus rctirement to com
plamn of the conduct of hus friends in London, and
sriitated many of them so much by lus letters, that
they withdrew, however honourbly, thur contn-
butions and 1t 1s believed, that little more was pad
him than the twenty pounds = year, wiich were al
lowed lnm by the gentleman who proposed the sub
scniption

After <ome st1y 1t Bristol he retired to Swansen,
the plice onginally proposed for lus residence, where
he hived about 1 year, very much diseatisficd with
the diminution of Ins «aliy  but contrcted, s 1n
other places, acquuntance with those whowere mo t
distingmished 1 that country, among whom he has
celebrated Mr Poweland Mrs Tones, by some verses
wihich hemserted m « The Gentleman s Magrsme*

Here be completed lus tragedy, of which two acts
were wanting when he left London, and was destrous
of comng to town, to bring it upon the stage  This
design was very warmly opposed and he was ad

* Re'ynmed 1 the late Collection
vised,
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vised, by Ius chief bencfactor, to put it mto the
hands of Mi. Thomson and M Mallet. that 1t
might be fitted for the stage, and to allow his friends
to 1ecenve the profits, out of wineh an annual pension
should be paid him
This proposal he 1¢jected with the utmost con-
tempt  IIc was by no means convineed that the
judgment of those, to whom he vasiequired to sub-
mit, was supeninr to Ins onn Ie was now deter-
mmed. as he expressed 1t to be ¢ no longa kept in
¢ Jeading-stimgs,” and had no clevated idea of < lus
‘ bounty, who pioposed to pension hun out of the
“ profits of lus own labours™
He attempted m Wales to promote a subseription
for his works, arrd had once hopes of sucecess, but
in a shoit tume atterwards formed a resolution of
leas ng that part of the countiv. to which he thought
1t not 1easonable to be contined, for the gratification
of those who, haviag promised lum a hberal income,
had no cooner Limished him {o a remote corner
than they reduced his alowance to a salary scarcely
equal to the necessities of hife
His resentment of this tieatment, whieh, 1n his
own opmion at least, hie had not deserned, was such,
that he bioke oif all coirespondence with most of
his contitbators, and apperied to consider them as
persecutors and opprescors  and m the latter part of
his hife declared, that thei: conduct toward him sinee
lus depaiture fiom London “ had been perfidious-
“ ness nnproving on peifidiousness, and mhumamty
“ on mhumanity ”
JU s not to be supposed, that the necessities of
Mr Savage did not sometimes meite hum to satnical
exag-



. SAVAGEL 383

exaggerations of the behaviour of those by whom he
thought himself reduced to them  But 1t must be
nmnted, that the duninution of s allowamee was a
great hardship, and that those + ho withdrew thur
subscriptions from 2 man, who, upon the futh of
their promlse, had gone nto 1 hind of bamishment,
and abandoned ll tlwae by whom he had becn be
fore rehcved n hus distresces, will find 1t no easy tach
to vindicate thar conduct

It my be alleged, md perhaps justly, that he
was petulant and contemptuous  that he morc fre-
quently réproached Ius subsertbers for not gnmg
him more, than thanked them for what he reeerved
but'it1s to be remembered, that lus conduct, 1ud
this 1s the worst charge that can be drawn upagan t
hum, did them no real mjury, and that 1t therefore
ought rather to have been pitied than resented  at
lenst, the recentment it xmght provohe oughit to have
been generous and manly  eputhets wlnch Ius con-
duct will hardly deserse that «tarves the man whom
he has persuaded to put humself 1nto his power

It might have been reiwonably demanded by
Savage, that they should, beforc they hnd tahen
away what they promiced, have repliced him i Ins
former state, thit they should have t1l an no advan-
tages from the situttion to wineh the appetrance of
tlneu' Lindness had reduced bim, and that'he hould
Have been recalled to T ondon before he was aban
doned  He mught yustly repre ent, that he ought to
have beén considcred a5 a lton n the toil , and de-
m:md to be released before the dogs shounld be loosed
upon ' him *

" He
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He endeavoured, mdeed, to relcase himself, and,
with an intent to return to London, went to Bristol,
wheie a repetition of the kindness which he had for-
meily found invited him to stay. e was not only
caressed and tieated, but had a collection made for
him of about thirty pounds, with which 1t had been
happy if he had mmmecdiately departed for London;
but his neghgence did not suffer him to consider,
that such proofs of kindness were not often' to be
expected, and that this ardour of benevolence was
in a great degree the effect of novelty, and might,
probably, be every day less; and therefore he took
no care to mmprove the happy time, but was encou-
1aged by one favour to hope for another, till at
length generosity was exhausted, and officiousness
wearied.

Another part of hus misconduct was the practice
of prolonging his visits to unseasonable hours, and
disconcerting all the families into which he was ad-
mitted. This was an erro1 1n a place of commerce,
which all the chaims of his conversation could not
compensate; for what trader would purchase such
any satisfaction by the loss of solid gain, which must
be the consequence of midmight merriment, as those
houis which were gained at mght weie generally lost
in the morning ?

Thus Mr. Savage, after the curiosity of the mha-
bitants was giatified, found the number of his fiiends
daily decieasing, perhaps without suspecting for
what reason their conduct was altered; for he still
continued to harass, with his nocturnal itrusions,
those that yet countenanced him, and admitted lum
to their houses.

But
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But he did not spend all the time of lus residence
it Bristol 1n visits or at tuerns  for he sometimes
returned to Ins studies, and began several consi-
derable designs When he fult an inchnation to
write, he always retired from the knowledge of hus
frieuds, 1nd Jay nd 1n an obscure part of the suburbs,
till he found himscIf agun destrous of company, to
which it 1 Jikedy that intervals of absence made him
more weleome

He was aluays full of lus design of retummg to
Tondon, to bring hus tragedy upon the stage, but,
hawving neglected to depirt with the money that was
rused for lum, he could not afterwards procure 2
sum sufficient to defray the (xpences of his Journey
nor perhps would v figsh supply he had any
other dfleet than, by putting unmedite ploasures
mto Ius powner, to hwve deven the thoughts of lus
journey out of s mind

Winlc he was thus spending the day i contriving
a schemne for the morrow, distress stole upon him by
mmperecptible degrees His conduct had alrendy
weurted some of those who were at first enamoured
of his comersation, but he mmght, perhaps, still
have davolved to others, whom he might have en
tertamed with cqual suecess, had not the decay of
his clothes mnade 1t no Jonger consistent with their
vanrty to admit bun to their tables, or to associate
wath him in pubhich places  He now began to find
every man from home at whose house he called , nd
was therefore no longer able to procure the neces-
sartes of lfe, but w'mdcrcd about the town, shghted
md negleeted, m quest of 1 dinner, which he did net
plways obtam

Yor X Cc To
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To complete lus misery, he was puisued by the
officers for small debts which he had contracted ;
and was therefoie obliged to withdr aw from the small
smmumber of friends fiom whom he had still reason to
hope for favours. His custom was, to lie n bed the
greatest part of the day, and to go out in the dark
with the utmost piivacy, and, after having paid lus
yisit, retmin again before moinmg to his lodging,
which was the gariet of an obscure 1nn.

Bemng thus excluded on one hand, and confined
on the other, he suffered the utmost extiemities of
poverty, and often fasted so long, that he was seized
* with famtness, and had lost his appetite, not being
able to beai the smell of meat, till the action of his
stomach was restored by a coidial.

In thns distress, he 1eceved a remittance of five
pounds from London, with which he provided him-
self a decent coat, and detetmined to go to L:don,
but unhappily spent his money at a favowite tavern.
Thus was he agam confined to Bristol, wheie he was
every day hunted by baihffs In this exigence he
once moie found a friend, who sheltered him n his
house, though at the usual mconveniences w1th
which his'company was attended , for he could nei-
ther be persuaded to go to bed m the mglit, nor to
11se m ‘the day.

It 1s observable, that in these vaiious scenes of
tnisefy he was always disengaped and cheerful: he
at some times pursued his studies, and at otheis con-
“txnued or enlaiged lis eplstolaly coriespondence ;
‘nor was he ever so far dejected as to endeavour to

procure 4n 1nciease of his allowance by any other
methods than accusations and reproaches.

He
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He had now no longer any hopes of assistance
from Ins friends at Bristol, who as merchants, and
by consequence sufficiently studious of profit, cannot
be supposed to have Jooked with much compassion
upon negligence and c\trwagance, or to think any
excellence equvalent to a fault of such consequence
as neglect of eeconomy It 1s natural te imagine,
that many of those, who would have relieved his real
wants, were discournged from the exertion of their
benevolence by observation of the use which was
made of their favours, and comviction that relief
would only be momentary, wnd that the sime neces-
sity would quickly return

At st he quitted the house of Tus friend, and re-
turned to his Jodging 1t the mn, still intending to set
out m a few dvys for London but on the 10th of
January 1742-3, having been at supper with two of
his friends, he was at his return to Ins lodgings ar-
rested for a dcbt of about cight pounds, wlnch he
owed vt a coffee-house, and conducted to the house
of a shenifPs oficer  The account which he gives
of this misfortune, 1 « letter to one of the gentle-
men with whom he had supped, 1s too remarkable to
be omtted

“ It was not 1 httle unfortunate for me, that I
“ spent yesterday s evening with you because the
¢ hour hindered me from entering on my new lodg-

“mg howevcr, I have now got one, but such an
“ one s I believe nobody would chuse

“ 1 was arrested at the smit of Mrs Rend, yust as
“ I was going up sturs to bed, at Mr Bowyers but
¥ taken 1n so private a manner, that I beheve nobody
“ at the Whate Lion 15 apprised of 1t, though I let

cce “ the
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« the officers know the strength, or rather weakness,
“ of my pocket, yet they tieated me with the utmost
« eiility , and even when they conducted me to
<« confinement, 1t was m such a manner, that I venly
¢ believe I could have escaped, which I would rather
« be rumed than have done, notwithstanding the
<« whole amount of my finances was but three pence

¢ halfpenny-
¢« In the first place, I must nsist, that you will
¢ mdustriously conceal this from Mrs S s, be-

¢ cause I would not have her good-natuie suffer that
¢ pam which, I know, she would be apt to feel on
“ this occasion.

¢« Next, I conjure you, dear Sir, by all the ties of
« fiiendshup, by no means to have one uneasy thought
‘ on my account; but to have the same pleasantry
“ of countenance, and umuflled seremity of mind,
“which (God be praised!) T have m this, and have
‘“ had n a much severer calanuty. Furthermoie, 1
“ chaige you, 1f you value my fiiendship as tiuly as
I do yours, not to uttei, o1 even harbour, the least
“ 1esentment against Mrs. Read. I beheve she has
““ rumned me, but I fieely forgive her ; and (though
I will never mote have any mtimacy with her) I
““ would, at a due distance, 1ather do her an act of
“ good, than 1ll will  Lastly, (paidon the expression,)
“ 1 absolutely command you not to offer me any
‘ pecuniary assistance, nor to attempt getting me
“any from any one of your fiilends. At another
* tine, or on any other occasion, you may, dear
““ friend, be well assured, I would rather wiite to
 you in the submissive style of a request, than that
“ of a peremptory command

- ) “ How-
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« Hownever, that my truly valuable friend may not
< tlnpk I am too proud to ask a fuour, let me n-
¢ treat you to let me have your boy to attend me
« for this day, not only for the s1ke of swing me the
“ expence of porters, but for the delivery of some
« Jetters to people whose names I would not have
“ Lnown to strangers

The cvil treatment I hne thus fir met from
« those whose prisoner I am, makes me thankful to
< the Alomghty, that though he hns thought fit to
“vsit me (on my birth-mght) with afiliction, yet
¢ (such 15 lus great goodness!) my aftliction 1s not
¢ without alleviating circumstances I murnnur not
“but am all resignation to the divine will  1As to
« the world, Iihope that I shall be endued by
« Heaven with that presence of nund, that serene
« dignity 1 musfortune, that constitutes the character
“ of a true nobleman a digmty far beyond that of
« coronets a nobility arsing from the just principles
* of philosophy, refined and exalted by those of
< Christianity 3

He contmued five days at the ofticers, i hopes
that he should be able to procure brul, and woid the
necessity of going to prison  Ihe state m wlich
he passed Ins time, and the treatment which he re-
cened, are very justly expressed by lum m a letter
which he wrote to a friend  “The whole day, says
he ¢ has been employed m various peopless filling my
¢ head with their foohsh chimerieal sy stems, which
¢ has obliged me coolly (as far as nature will admt)
“ to digest, and accdmmodate myself to every dif-
¢ ferent person s way of thinhing hunied from one
# wild system to another, t1ll 1t has quite made a

“ chaos
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¢ chaos of my imagmation, and nothing done -
N promlsed disappoinied  ordered to send, every
“ hour, from one part of the town to the other”

When his friends, who had hitheito caressed and
applauded, found that to give bail and pay the debt
was the same, they all refused to preserve him from
a prison at the expence of eight pounds ; and there-
fore, after having been for some time at the officer’s
house “ at an 1mmense expence,” as he obsecves m
"his letter, he was at'length removed to Newgate.

This expence he was enabléd to support oy the
generosity of Mr Nash at Bath, who, upon 1eceiving
fiom him an account of his condition, nmnedlately
'sent-him five gumeas, and pronused to promote his
subscription at Bath with all his mterest.

By his removal to Newgate, he obtamed at least a
freedom fiom suspence, and rest from the disturbing
vicissitudes of hope and disappomntment: he now
found that lus friends weie only companions, wha
were willing to shaie Ins galety, but not to partake
of his misfortunes; and therefore he no longer ex~
pected any assistance from them.

It must, however, be observed of one gentleman,
that he offered to 1elease hum by paying the debt;
but that Mr. Savage would not consent, I suppose,
because he thought he had before been too bu thens
some to him.

He was offered by some of his fitends that a col-
lection should be made for his enla gement; but he
“ treated the pidposal,” _and declaed? “ he should

, ® Inalettey after his confinement, Di. J.

€ again
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 again treat it, with disdain  As to wring ny
“ mendicant letters, he had tpo high 2 spinit, and de-
¢ termned only to, write tg some mnsters of state,
f fo try to, regain lns pension

He continued to complun # of those that had sent
lum nto the country, and objected to them, that he
had “ lost,the profits of his play, which had been
¢ finished three years, andin another letter declares
his resolution to pubhich a pamphlet, that the world
might know how ¢ he had been used

This pumphlet was never written  for he 1n a very
short time recovered lus nsual tranquilhity, and cheer-
fully applied lumself to more moffensive studies
He indeed steadily declared, that he wns promised a
yearly allowance of fifty pounds, and never receved
half the sum  but he seemed to rgsign himself to that
as well as to other msfortunes, and lose the remem-
brance of 1t m hus amusements and employments

The cheerfulness with which he bore his confine-
ment appears from the following letter, which he
wrote, January the 30th, to one of his fnends in
London

“1 now write to you from my confinement 1n
 Newpgate, where I have been ever singe Monday
“ Jast was senmight, and where I enjoy myself with
“ much more tranqulhty than I have known for up-
% wards of a twelvemonth past having a room en-
“ tirely to myself, and pursuing the amusement of
““ my poetical studies, uninterrupted, and agreeable
“to my mind I thank the Almighty, I am now
% all collected 1 myself, and, though my person is

* Letter, Jan 15
€ m
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« jn conifinement, my mind daif expatiate on ample
"¢ and useful subjects with all the ficedom mmagma-
ve ble. * T am now more conversant with the Nme than
“ ever, and 1f, nstead of a Newgat&bnd ‘T may be
é allowed to bea bird of the Muses,’ I assure you,
« Sir, I'sing very frecly m my cage, sometimes
¢ ;ndeed Mm ‘the plamntive notes of the mghtmgale ,
“ but at others m the cheeiful strans-of the lark ”

In ahother letter he observet, that he 1anges from
one subject to' another, *without conﬁnmrr Thnuself
to any paiticular task , and that he was emplm ed
one week upon one attempt and the next upon
another. T ‘ ;

Surely the fortitude of this'man deseives, at least,
to be mentioned with applause, and, whatever faults
may be 1mputed to him, the vitue of sufiering well
"cannot be dented lum. The two powers wlich, m
the opinion of Epictetus, constituted a wise man,

“are those of bearing and forbearmg , which 1t cannot
mndeed be affirmed to have been equally possessed by
Savage ; and indeed the'want of one obliged him very
frequently to piactise the other.

He was treated by Mr Dagge, the keeper of the
prison, with great humanity ; was supported by him
at his own table, without any certamty of recom-
pence ; had a room to himself, to which he could at
any time retire from all disturbance, was allowed to
stand at the door of the prison, and sometimes taken
out into the fields *, so that he suffeied fewer hard-
ships in prison than he had been accustomed to un-
dergo 1 the greatest pait of his Iife.

* See thus confirmed, Gent Mag vol LVII 1140 N
The
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The keeper did not confine lns benevolence to a
gentle execution of lns office, but made some over-
tures to the creditor for his release, though without
effect and continued, during the whole time of lus
mmprisonment, to treat hun with the utmost tender-
ness and avihity

Virtue 15 undoubtedly most laudable in that state
which makes 1t most difficult and therefore the hu-
mamty of a gaoler certminly deserves this pubhe at-
testation, and the man, whose heart has not been
hardened by such an employinent, may be justly pro-
posed as a pattern of benevolence  If an inscription
was once engraved “to the honest toll gatherer,
less honours ought not to be pud ¢ to the tender
 gaoler

Mr Savage very frequently recened visits, and
sometimes pre ents, from lus 1cquaintances  but they
did not amount to a subsistence, for the greater part
of which he was mdebted to the genciosity of tius
Keeper but these favours, however they mght en-
dear to him the particular persons from whom he re-
cerved them, were very fu from impressing upon hus
mund any advantageous dess of the people of Bristol,
and therefore he thought he could not more properly
employ himself in prison, thwm m wnting a poem
called ¢ London and Bristol deleated *

‘When he had brought this poem to 1ts present
state, which, without considiring the chasm, 1s
not perfect, he wrote to London an account of his

# The Author preferred this title to that of Lopdon aud
Bristol compared  which when he began the piece he 1
tend d to prefix toit Dr J

de-
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design, and informed his fi.end =, thet he was deter-
mmed to punt 1t with lus name, but enjomed him
not to communicate his mtention to his Bristol ac-
quaintance. The gentleman, suipiised at his reso-
lution, endeavoured to dissuade him fiom publishing
it, at least from prefixing lns name, and declared,
that he could not reconcile the injunction of secrecy
avith his resolution to own 1t at 1its first appearance.
To this Mr. Savage returned an answer agreeable to
his character, in the following terms:
"« recewved yours this morning , and not without
< a little surprise at the contents. To answer a ques—
¢ tion with a question, you ask me concerning Lon-
¢¢ don and Bristol, why willI add delineated ® Why
« did Mr Woolaston add the same word to his Re-
« ligion of Nature ? I suppose that it was his will
¢ and pleasure to add it in his case; and it 1s mine
¢ to do so in my own. You are pleased to tell me,
¢¢ that you understand not why seciecy 1s enjoined,
¢ and yet I intend to set my name to it. DMy answer
¢1s [ have my private reasons, which I am not
¢ obliged to explain to any one. Youdoubtmy friend
“Mr. S + would not approve of it And what
¢ 15 it to me whether he does or not? Do you ima-
“ gmethat Mr S 1s to dictate to me* If any man
“ who calls himself my friend should assume such an
« air, I would spurn at his friendship with contempt.
*“ You say, I.seem to think so by not letting lum
*“know it And suppose I do, what then ? Perhaps
““ 1 can give reasons for that disapprobation, very fo-
* reign fiom what you would imagine  You go on

= This friend was Mr Cave the pumnter XN,
1+ bh Strong, of the Post-gfice N )
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“ m saymg, Suppose I should not put my nme to
< 1t—DMy answer 15, that I will not suppose ny such
“ thing, bemng determmned to the contrary  nerther,
¢ Sir, “would l hwe you suppose, that I apphed to
“you for want of another press nor would I have
“ you mmagme, that I owe Mr S obligations
¢ which I do not’

Such wns his imprudence, and such his obstinate
adherence to his own resolutions, however absurd?
A prisoner! supported by charity ! and, whatever in-
sults he might have recewved during the Itter part of
Ius stay at Bristol, once caresced, esteemed and pre-
sented with a liberal collection, he could forget on a
sudden his danger and bis obligntions, to gratity the
petulance of lus wit, or the engerness of his recent-
ment, and publish a satire, by which he mght rea-
sonably expect that he should ahenate those who then
supported ym, and provohe those whom he could
netther resist nor escape

This resolution, from the execution of which 1t 1s
probablerthat only s death could have hindered
him, 1s sufficient to show, how much he dicreguided
all considerations that opposed his present passions,
and how readily he hazarded all future 1ds mntrges for
any immediate gratifications  Whatever was his pre
dominant inchnation, nether hope nor fear lundercd
him from complying with 1t nor had opposition any
other effect than to heighten s ardoar, and irritate
his vehemence

This performance was however laid aside, while he
wasemployed i soliciting assistance from several great
persons  end one interraption succeeding another,
tundered hin from supplying the chastm, and perhaps

fiom
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from retouching the other parts, wlhich he can hardly
be 1magined to have fimshed m his own opimon, for
1t 15 very unequal, and some of the lines are rather
inserted to rhyme to others, thau to support or 1m-
prove the sense ; but the first and last parts me worked
up with great spuit and clegance
I1s time was spent m the prison for the most part
m study, orim 1ecerving sisite* but sometimes he de-
scended to lower amusements, and dnerted himeclf
1 the kitchen with the conversation of the ciiminals ;
For 1t was not pleasing to ham to be much without
company; and, though he was very capable of a ju-
dicious choice, he was ofteir coutented with the first
that offered , for this he was sometimes 1eproved by
s fuiends, who found him swirounded with felons.
but the reproof was on that, as on othe:r occasions,
thiown away, he contimued to gratify himeelf, and
1o set very httle value on the opmion of nthers
But here, as m cvery other scene of his hife, he
made use of such opportunities as occuried of bene-
fiting those who weie more mserable than himself,
and was always 1eady to perfoim any office of huma-
mty to his fellow-piisoneis
-He had now ceased fiom coriespondmg with any
of s subscribeis except one, who yet continued to
remit hum the twenty pounds a yem wlich he had
promised him, and by whom 1t was expected that he
would have been m a very shoit time enlaiged, be-
cause he had dnected the keeper to enquue after the
state of lus debts
However, he took care to enter his name according
to the foims of the court #, that the creditor might

¥ Sce Gent Mag ol LIII 1010, N.
. be
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be obliged to mike him some allownee, 1f he was
contmued a prisoner, and, when on that occaston he
appeared 1 the hall, was treated wath verv unusual
respect

But the resentment of theaity wasafterwards rused
by somne accounts that had been spread of the satire
and he was informed that some of the merchants -
tended to py the allowance which the lnw required,
wd to detam hun - prisoner at their own expenee
Ihis he treted 4s an empty menace  and perhaps
mght have hastened the publication, only to shew
how much he was superior to their mn<ults, had not
ll hus schemes been <uddenly destroyed

W henhc had been i months wm prison, herecened
from one of lus friends *, 1 whose kindness he had
the greatest confidence, and on whose assistance he
chiefly depended, a letter, that contuned « charge
of verv atrocious mgratitude, drawn up in such terms
s sudden resentment dictated  1lenley, mm one of his
adsertisements, had mentioned “ Popes treatment
“ of Savage  I'lns was supposed by Pope to be the
consequence of 1 complant made by Swage to Hen-
ley, and was therefore mentioned by him wath much
resentment  Me Savage retuened A very solemn pro
testation of Ins 1nnocence, but however appeared
much disturbed at the accusation  Sotne davsafter-
wards he was seized with 4 pun 1n lns bacl and sidey
which, as 1t was not violent, was not suspected to be
dwgerous  but growing duly morc langd and de-
Jected, on the 2,th of July he confincd himself to his

% Mr Pope S ¢ some cxtraet of letters from that genth
mn to and corccrmng Mr S wage an Ruffhed s Life of ¥ ope
po02 R

room
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room, and a fever seized lus spuits.  The symptoms
glew every day more formidable, but his eondition
did not enable lnm to procuie any assistance. The
Jast time that the keeper saw bim was on July the
g1st, 1743, when Savage, sceing him at his bed-side,
sid, with an uncommon earnestuess, “ I have some-
« thing to say to you, Sir,” but, afier 4 pause, moved
his hand 1n a melancholy manner; and, finding him-
self unable {o recollect what he was gomg to commu-
mcate, said, ¢ "Tis gone The keeper soon after left
him ; and the next morning he died.  He was buned
in the church-yard of St Petei, at the expence of the
keeper.

Such were the hie and death of Richaid Savage,
a man equally distinguished by Ins virtues and vices
and at once 1emarkable for lus weaknesses and abih-
ties.

He was of a middle statwie, of a thin habit of body,
a long wisage, comse featmies, and melancholy as-
pect, of a grave and manly deportment, a solemn
digmity of mien, but which, upon a nearer acquant-
ance, softened 1nto an engaging ecasiness of mannais.
His walk was slow, and his voice tremulous and
mouinful  He was easily excited to smiles, but very
seldom provoked to laughter.

His mind was in an uncommon degiee vigorous
and active. His judgment was accurate, hus appre-
hension quick, and lus memory so tenacious, that he
was frequently obseived to know what he had learned
{rom others, i a shoit time, better than those by
whom he was informed ; and could fiequently 1ccol-
lect inadents, with all their combination of enncum-
stances, which few would have 1egaided at the pre-

sent
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nt tune, but which the quickness of s apprchen-
on impressed upon him e had the pecubiar fuli
ity that hus attention never deserted hum  he was
resent to every object, and regardful of the most
nflng occurrences  Ie had the it of eschp ng
rom Ins own reflections, and accommodating nm-
elf to every new <cene
To tlus quility 15 to be imputed the extent of Ins
nowledge, compared with the small tune which he
pentin visibleendeasours to require it Hemmgled
n cursory comersation with the <ame steadiness of
rttention 4s others apply to 1 lecture  nd amdst the
\ppearance of thoughtless guety, lost no new 1dea
hat was started, norany hint that could beimproved
e hnd thercfore made in coflce houses the same pro-
fictency as others 1 ther dlosets  and 1t 15 remarl -
ble, that the writings of a man of httle education
ind httle reading have i ur of learmng <carcely to
be found 10 wy other performances, but winch per-
haps as often oLseures s embellishes them
IIISJU(_]“‘II nt was enunently exact both with re
gard townting and to men The | nowledge of hfe
was mdeed lus clief attainment  and 1t 1s not with-
out semc satistaction, that I cn produce the suffrage
of Savage in fuour of human nature, of which he
never nppeared to entertun such odious 1deas 1s some
who perhaps had nather lus judgment nor expe-
rience, have published, either in ostentation of therr
sagacity, vindication of therr erimes, or gratification
of their malice
s method of life particularly qualified him for
conversation, of which he hnew how to practise all
the graces He was never vehement or loud, but at
once
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once modest and easy, open dnd respectful , Ins lan-
guage was vivaclous and elegant, and equally happy
upon giave or huniorous subjects. He was gene-
rally censured for not knowing when to retire ; but
that was not the defect of Ius judgment, but of his
fortune * when he left his company, he was frequently
to spend the remaming part of the night 1n the stieet,
or at least was abandoned to gloomy reflections,
which 1t is not stiange that he delayed as long as he
could, and sometimes forgot that he gave others
pain to avoid 1t himself.

It cannot be said, that he made use of his abihities
for the duection of his own conduct; an irregular
and dissipated manner of life had made him the slave
of every passion that happened to be excited by the
presence of its object, and that slavery to his passions
reciprocally produced a life nregular and dissipated.
He was not master of his own motions, nor could
promise any thing for the next day.

With regard to his ceconomy, nothing can be
added to the relation of his life. He appeared to
think himself boin to be supported by otheis, and
dispensed fiom all necessity of providing for himself';
he therefoie never prosecuted any scheme of advan-
tage, nor endeavouled even to secure the profits
which his writings might have afforded him  His
temper was, 1n consequence of the dommion of his
passions, uncertain and capricious, he was easily en-
gaged, and easily disgusted , but he 1saccused of 1etain-
ing his hatred more tenaciously than his benevolence.

Hewas compassionate both by nature and principle,
and always ready to perfoim offices of humanity ;

but when he was provoked (and very small offences
wele
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were sufficient to provol e lnm), he would pro ecutg.
his revenge with the utmost acrimony till hiv, passion
had subsided

His friendslup was therefore of httle value  for,
though he was zealous m the support or vindication
of those whom he loved, yet it was always dangerous
to trust lhum, becruse he considered himsclf as dis-
charged by the first qurrel from all ties of honour
or gratitude and would betray those secrets wlich
m the warmth of confidence had been mnparted to
um  I'hus practice diew upon bnm an unnersal ac-
cusation of ingratitude nor can 1t be demed that he
w1s very ready to set lumsclf free from the load of an
obhigation, for he could not bear to concese him
self 1n a state of dependence, Ins pride bang equally
powerful with Ins other passions, and appearing m
the form of 1nsolence at one tume, nd of vamty at
another  Vanity, the most innocent speeies of pride,
was most frequently predominant he could not e sily
Teave off, when he had onec begun to mention um-
self or hus works  nor ever read Ins verses without
stealing hus eyes from the page, to discover m the
faces of his audience, how they were affected with
any favourite passage

A lunder name than that of vamty ought to be
given to the delicecy with which he was always care
ful to separate his own ment from every other mans,
and to reject that pruse to which he had no claim
He did not forget, m mentioning his performances,
to mark every line that had been suggested or amend
ed and was so accurite, as to relate that he owed
three words 1 ¢ The Wanderer to the advice of
Ins friends

Vor X Dop Ihs
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His veracity was questioned, but with hittle reason;
his accounts, though not indeed always the same,
weic genetally consistent.  When he loved any man,
he suppressed all his faults. and, when lie had been
oftended by him, concealed all hus viitues. but his
characteis weie generally tiue, so far.as he proceed-
ed ; though 1t cannot be denied, that his partiahty
might have sometimes the effcet of falsehood.

In cases indifferent, he was zealous for viitue, tiuth,
and justice he knew very well the necessity of good-
ness to the present and future happiness of mankind,
nor 1s there perhaps any wiiter, who has less en-
deavoured to please by flattering the appetites, or
perverting the judgment.

As an author, theiefoie, and he now ceases to -
fluence mankmd m any other character, 1f one piece
which he had 1esolved to suppress be excepted, he
has very hittle to fear fiom- the strictest moial o1 1e-
Iigious censmie  And though he may not be alto-
gether secuie agamst the objections of the cntic, 1t
must hownever be acknowledged, that his woiks aie
the productions of a genivs tiuly poetical, and, what
many wiiters who have been moie lavishly applauded
cannot hoast, that they have an oiniginal air, which
has no 1esemblance of any forcgomng wiiter, that the
versification and sentiments have a cast peculia1 to
themselves, which no man can imitate with success,
because what was nature in Savage would m ano-
ther be affectation. It must be confessed that his
desciiptions are stithing, his umages anmimated, bis
fictions jnstly imagined, and lus allegotes aittully
puisved , that lus dicuon 15 elevated, though some-
times forced,and his number s sono1ous and majestick,

though
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though frequently sluggish and encumbeted  Of hus
style, the general fault 1s haishness, wnd 1ts general
excellence 1s dignity  of hus sentiments, the prevau'-
1ng beauty 15 sumplicity, and umfornuty the presml-
g defect |

Tor lus life, or for lus wntings, none, who can-
idly consider Ins fortune, will thunk an apology
either necessary or difficult  If he nas not always
sufficiently mstructed mn Ins subject, s Lnot ledge
v s at least greater than could have been attained by
others 1 the same state  If Ins worl s were some
times unfinished, accmacy cannot rcasonably be ex-
pected from a man oppressed with want, which e
has no hope of relieving but by a speedy publication
T he nsolence and resentment of which he 1s accused
were not easily to be woded by a great mind, 1rn
tated by perpetual hardships, and constiamed houtly
to return the spurns of contempt, and repress the m-
solence of prosperity nd vanity may surelybe reacdily
pardoned 1 him, to whom Ife fforded no other
comforts than baten pru ¢s, wd the consciousness
of deserving them

'Those are no proper judges of lis conduct, who
hawve slumbered asvay therr time on the down of
plenty norwillany wise mn presume to sav, © Had
¢I'bten n Savages condition, I should have hved
‘¢ or wiitten better than Savage!

Tlus relation will not be wholly without 1ts use,
if those, who languish under any part of ns suffer-
ing>, shill be enabled to fortify their patience, by
reflecting th t they feel only those afilictions from
which the abihties of Swage did not exempt him
or those, wha, m confidence of superior crpacities

or
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or attamments, disregaid the commron maxims of
Iife, shall be reminded, that nothig will snpply the
want of prudence, and that neghgence and viegu-
larity, long continucd, will make knowledge uscless,
wit 1idiculous, and gemus ("Ontcmptll)](’.
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