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WRUKI, Srdeo, et o1
SWORN DEFCSIT IOHN
Deponent: JISKHIK.LVW.., Jun

In cccordaunce wwith the formule employed in our country, I, efter having

teken an oeth es set forth ih the zccompenying peper, hereby depose e£s follows:

I, ISHIKLEL, Jun, on December L, 1946, ot Tokyo, mede the following

cnsvwers 1n answer to questionings by Defense Counsel MIYAT.. and
(Ques.) Tlecse state the period of your residence in North Cchine ond your
duties while there.
I was 1in residence in North China letween September, 1932 and January,
1937 &s head of the M.INICHI SHI!'BUN IrEIFING Rranch end in addition
heed of the Tentsing Branch of the same paper.
Plecse stete the political situstion in North China et thet time.
My period of residence was from the Menehuricn Incident to the spring
of the yeer in which the China Incident broke out, so North Chines
wes the cynosure of the world, being in an etmosphere delicate gs
well as most serious, from o militery, political, and economic point
Of view. .8 ¢ result of the agreement, signed at Teng ku May 31, 1933.
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of the suspension of hostilities, the CHITUNG ®“Y€® gaw the ereation of

a demiliterized zone in it. Ia resard to the preservetion of publice

peace, the Kwantung .army had e voice. CHUNG Hsueh-ki:

FEIPING end the former North-Eest Jrmy hed leost its power in llorth
China; the Executive Council Admianistrction ..djustment

T
.r

stationed in FEIFIIG whose Chefirmen was HUW
PEIFING subcommittee of the Militery /ffeirs Committece hcd been sent
with Ho Yin-chin the Chief of the M litery /dministration Depecrtment
s 1its Ch?i?ﬂ&f:uf?tem?OTU¢

Was North Chine then in fricrdly reletions with Jepen?
Not necessecrily so. Because of close geogranhical cnd econonic
relations between North Chino end Menchoukuo, as a natural coursc
of event, politicel frictions were likely to arise in the fermer, and

because of & strong desire for restoring the lost territory, somehow,.

or other we felt there wes unrest though not yet coming to the surfece.

o

L]
-

When did Mejor-General ULREZU ~rrive as Commerder of the Cerrison in
China®
In April, 193}.
How wos $he attitude of the common pecple to Mo jor-Cenercl ULEZU'S
errival as such?
Because of the e jor-Generesl's renutation as a man of good ecommon
sense with moderate and feir thoughts, his coming wes genereclly

wclcomed. With this general as Commander, they thovcht thet he would

not make a misteke in coping with the compliceted stote of affairs in
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North China.

(ques.) How were you rcleted with Me jor-General UMESU?

(lns.) While there, I had come to be on very intimate terms with him. Not
oS & newspaper man, but rather as a member of the Jrpenose natio:n,
I often had interviews end frenkly expressed my opinion and occcgionell’”
reminded him of the behevior of the Lrmy. The Cormander fronkly
sdmitted my unreserved oninion and gladly expressed his covn thou_ hts

. on the mrtter.

(fues.) "hy did you come to be on intimete terms with Ma jor-Generel U4 U’

Wos there any motive?

(ns.) The Comander once expressed | houghts as follows:
"Since the Monchurian Incident Jepan's foreign relations hove become
temse. So Jeopan's ottitude towrrd North Chinoe has been the cynosure
of the world, we should use prudence end caution in our behevior.
I may be here one yeer or two years. I don't know how long. I would
rother prafer being called a fool during my stey then hcving trouble
with Chine. I want you to understond this end I wi h you too will be
g fool in the same sense as I om."
I wes very deeply impressed with this brief remerk of immensc
significence. Believing there would erise no trouble in Norih
while this Commender was in office, I positiwely wished to be
friends with the Commander without rederve, and I did so.

the feirness of his thoughts regording our attitude towerd Chinc elso

proved ¢ motive of my being cttracted to him.

_3...
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(Ques.) How did the Commaender express to you his thoughts regording our
rttitude toward China?
(me.) The Commander oftcen told mec the following in substeance s follows:

' It is not proper for Japen to behave towerd Chine with 2 sense of

W

superiority.

' R, We should teke ¢ sound &nd foir cttitude towerd Chine. Threctis and

' coersion should never be resorted to on ony account.

C. The rights and intercsts of Powers in North Chinc should be fully
respected. I strictly prohibit erny oct tending to infringe on these.
D. We should never interfere in Chinesc internal affeirs.

(Ques.) The UMEZU-HO Yin-chin esreement is seid to heve been proposed by
Jepen on the assassination of pro-Japanese newspoper men. Please
tcll us what you know about this maticr.

"(ins.) In spring, 1935, the anti-Japenese sentiment in North China was
. auite serious, giving rise to even sanguinary incidents. - Thus the
situation hed been inereesingly threetening. In the meantime, ON
Mey 5 Hu Fn-pu, proprietor of the KUU CHUAN PAO was assassinated in

the Jepenese concession in Tentsin, and the next dey on the 3rd, FAL

E yu-huan, proprietor of the CHEN FAQ met the same fate in the

Japanese concession. These WO DPErsSONS had been regard &8s pro-
Japanese. The observation, on the part of the Japanese garrison, On

this metter was that the Kuomintung pserty was behind the assassins

and everything releted with these incidents.

On May 29 when I heard taat the Chie® of the Staff Colonel SAKAI,

o b o
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Tekaghi end 2@ militery office~

HO Ving-chin and submitted various

the Commender's opin:on, but since he

Wer THnister HLYASEL , 1

wired for by the

from the trip. Thea the Commander told me as

nosted in FEIL ING called on Gener

to him,

ffollows:

"Frecuent assasesinetio s are really injurioys to tbh

relations. If Chine fail to take some drastic

5 - 17T D
[K,t. . ,.J-IE'._:'L'

matter, unfortunate incidents will repeatedly hor

regarding the North Chine incident elso nrovides for the

 -foreign acts T sent “he chief of the

e

w us to talk with representatives orf
es to how

situation in lorth<China. The 1tems sus: ested

this - the military forces and politiesl party

which dark polities or terrorism are lilely

just be removed Irom the

——

T learned from him that it wes not

an azreement but simp.y

I thought such & step aas

Wes this representation acceptec by the 7Li

L

‘\’i("‘

r-sult oOi

General HC Ying-chin, 8s @8
lenking Government, accepted the i
on June

military forces.

—

5

e
districts whery JTapane

2SE

formal

just what his cheracter might
8

B |
] -
- ! 1

18 urevions conference 3

So there is n~thing li%¢ an agrieement.

staff with items

cen we brighten, in the apirit of the agreement, the

* - |
by were briefl;

us
local chapters,
oririnete, should
are .

LT 4+ o
reSlAelll S

li''e o treat)

an oral representution, end felt relieved

dictete.

™

with

propos~? by the Jopenesc

the anti-Japanese

the Chinese Covernmnent

‘;*rf'\.‘-‘l
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There ie much misunderstending ebout this eand many people think as il

there is an aureement because the newspapers desi¢nated it the

MMEZU-10 Ying-chin eagreement.
Vias Commander awere at thet time thet this represent 2t
the Chinese Covernment®
true thet it proved morc provocative ti:
o4

of poor statesmanship on the part of the negotiator:

commander UMEZU tried not to give any further provceat]

Chinese.

T will give one example:

T the middle of June I had a visit fpom HSU
of the Department of Internal Affairs, from whom I got the follrwing
representation: "Fwantung Army girplan

withdrawing centrel military fcrces. There

a wer. Will vou tell this to Commander Ul'EZU and
Tmmediztely I called on the Commender end tc

The Commender readily wired to the Kwantung Arry a
which fevorably influenced the Chinese Qovernment.
leter from HSU Hsin-chih.

the birth of someti:

covernment or a

apreement?

. ds 1o DA
‘ Ljn L'}JS E*J_ L/tj.:r

(Ans.) The Farmers' Self-government lovement was orgenized o

e, UMEZU's departure end the CEICHA Covernment four monihs after.,




It 1s not thinkobite that he secretly expected the birth of such
organizations behind the agreement. wmr. UMEZU, being of such a

charecter, did not like politics and had & firm convietion that we

s~11

shculd never interfere with e Internel affeirs of China. Though

about China, I could hear from

about such intensicn. So fer es T am econcerned, I

to their opinion or character?

was a eonsiderable difference, it scems to me. heerd the

he Staff publiely sey "The Arnmy Commander is weak." I often

neerd the Chief of the steff criticising the Commander because he Ve

h | — h L_.‘

dissatisfied with the Commznder whe thoroughly rejected militeory
ONPIrcSsion or coers; holici When the Chief of the Steff SaKAI
was going to meke a representation to 1C Ying-chin, he
the Commander the concentration of our garriscn forces in Pekin;
Commender did not permit it, saying it was not proper to make
ol erms. I rcmember the Chief of the Steff critisized

these circumstences. I learned from the

thet time regerding the concentretion of our




WRITTEN OATH

I sweer, according to my conscienec, to statec the whole truth, neither

conecaling whet I know nor =ddi ng what I do not xnow.

. (signed) ASHIKAWA, TJun (seal)

T —— "

. Cn this 4th day of December, 1946

At Tokye

AMfiant. ISEIK/VA, Tun

Subscribed and

. at Tckyo.

sviorn to before me this 4th day of December, 1946,

_— e —

Witness: (signed) IIVAT.L, 14tsuo (scel)
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