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Kvoto Nationgsl Treasures
Preservaotion iAssociation.

f"* Y *- y
williiy We
colricerneadag

i'he pald Association hel the first meeting
&t Mychoin-Temple, Xyoto City, on Dec. 2, 1946
tlhie spontaneous promotion of the national treasuret
owners residing in kyoto. t the meeting, firet o
all, the statement of thanks for the Allied Porces
gulturael considerction taken rearticularly on Kyoto

district has been decided unanimousgly.
Next, they declded to the effect that every obstacles

d-i\«’
-

impeding preservation of national tTre&sures should

be exterminated and every effort be exerted for
developing all the facts favoursable for thelr preser-
vation into some form, and the method whereby to
materialise the s&id ourpose should be conducted
spontaneously &8 weli us democratically.
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‘he herewith annexed two petitions are the copies
0f those submitted to the Lducation Ministry as the
first step taken for the realization of the s“8§8o0ciation's
purport, Tollowing its formation; and they were drafted
and decided freely by all the a8soclation's members,
govering the items considored necessary Ly them.
hat these petitions keep in view as the maln objective
18 the demoeratization of the Nat lonal Treasures Preser-
vaticon Law and #ts administrat Lve execution.

SubjJunotive to gsuch pressure s Lep taken as above-
mentioned, what we are now ander preparuiion is the

4 - R ause & . o vl 4 '
A .r'!-'v". ‘t' . 5 ¢ . '.._:} ' E‘,t

JtUdy On The precaution counter-
measure ior the earthquake now bheing predicted as

likely to harpe 1 ne&y ture, (peclling ourselves

to be adequately prepared so ag to be able to resucue
ouy treasures intect from +% e earthousake dcamage hereto-
fore considered unavoidable

ine above-mentioned is t utiine of the works
of our /.egoci: on eithe:; ‘ealy aone or to be done

. . el . . . . 5 \ > = ' ; L.

in future h o suthe r{es e« O the
! A - . | —_— r . P— . ’ -

Iilll!“: H-JL‘tT' - \ R i ‘ -

~ Y TRy rey
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Works, we should be
exceedingly

KAIGYOKU OKADA
Chairman of
Eycto National Tresasures

Preoservation Association.
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retition to Bducation Minister.

February 287th. 1547,

10 ¢ Minister of Sducation.

We, members of Kyoto National Ireasures Preservation
\B80clation are endeavouring to the end of preserving the
national treasures. JIt is & great plezsure the National]
ireasures Preservation Law ie eaid to be amended in near
future. Although we believe already & thorough going
consideration hae been taken for the ssid smendment , We
hereby taking this opportunity submit to you our petitions
itematized as following which we unanimously have decided
t0 make &8 & result of study at our directors’ meeting
held in connection with the suid law, wishing you take
them into special consideration for the sake of the saia
amendment.

LEyoto National
freagures Association.

items o©of the petion:

| 'he definition of 2 national tressure will be desi-
rably mentioned in the Chapter I Genersal Rules, streesing
the basiec importance that the preservation of national
troasures ought to have on the developement of national
culture, and also the responsibility of their preservation

to be borne not only by the owner himself but by the total
national itself be positively therein defined.

2. in order to meet the new situation the set-up and
agtivities of preservution administration will be renovated.

(a) A committee as the executive organ of preserva-
tion administration will be organized respectively

at the central government and esch loeal gelf-govern-
ment where any national treasure is located.

The said committee will be composed of officials of

the authorities concerned, representatives of treasures’

owners, those civilians interested including learned
men snd exports.
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(b) In ocase Of settleoment or amendment of the
National Treasures Preservetion Law or the laws
decrees and the like thereto relating, the re-
presentatives of the owners will participate
therein in order to respect thelir Opinions.

{ ©) The stipulation giving the power to Lduosi~-
tion Minister or Prefectural]l Covernor concerned
0of desisnating interim the national tresasure in
order to meet emergency requirement.

u -y v S ™ - Y ’ » J . "‘.' ; . ? & E % . - “ 3
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L

national treasures, d T0r new instsllation of

preservation equipmonts and tThelr repalr will be borne
totally by the stute, but the self-govermment wil)

0 |

4.

50 p:’i.‘t"tl;

bear the expenses under circumstances.

In order to materialize perfectly the aim of

national treasures preservation, the following measures
will be particularily considered into their maintenance

..‘;1-4

L

st anie B o o
‘Gbkj’lli .

| &) In cage of the complete losge of & national
treasure, the duplicate of the original sisze will
e made, becuuse of its importance 01 being &
gymbol of national culture.

(b) Many original duplicates of & national
treasure will be made so that they can be shown
to the public of other districts.

(@) The compulsory removal of any establishment
injuring or likely to injure & national treasure
building its surroundinge amenity is desiresble

to be executed within & certain circumseription
gentering on the said bullding, and also any

agtion involving the same injJury will be prohibited.

(d) Pire defense establishments such as green
zones, fire defence roads, water supplies, under-
ground water reservoirs and drainages will be
furnished in the surroundinge of national treasures
buildings.

(@) In order to ensure preservation of national
treasures, their approprisate protection equipment
will be repaired or strengthened and new one be
eatablished in case of necessity.

The above-mentioned items will be e¢learly stipulat-
ed in the National Tretsures lLaw, and the expenses
needed for their execution be borne by the state

or the loecal governmment.
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e Iy Tax whatesver will not b S 1.-.5.[,‘0 ed on & netional
treausre.

50 in cage oOf ‘tl" nlEfeI‘ O & naLional treLJur.. th.

first priority will be given to the state or the loeal

govermment in order to prevant the eaid treasure from
- |

g

bBJ.Tg&, f.‘-C'.'f'tC r'ed vJ AL O8T .

Lranafer c 1{';:5 vitel)y owned national
0 T & % transfer will be

g

'@ owner has donated
L putlic body,

m the state.
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WG Gralnet any case Of inJjury on the
. will be mot « 4 punishment.
In view ol peverla instances of legislating laws
gontradiate ry w it h the purp':)rt " d naetional trmIH‘OB
preservation being known heretofore. the thorough under-
standing on the part of legislative asuthorities of the
gOvermuent as to national treasures preservation is

earnestly requested.

L}
!,:‘\

1-' - r‘
& " ‘ -
t * 0 ; . B
) '*’ F A -
L

kyoto National Treasures
Preservation Association.
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Petition to Mr. Kotaro Tanaka,
Minister of ®Rducation.

Wi #
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Although we are scpificin . .
muci as possible for repairing our own national tre sures,
@8 we Lelleve such saorifice is morally duty-bound 18
vecome almost impossivle nowadays for us to continu & ine-
tain.;m_: them at our own cest 8Caus 0f the 1infls J¢ I'ilces
O0f cOommodities 80 high as bevoned our private financial
pOwer. Those owners of serious Ly broken down lldings are
those who have lost the opportunity of repairin elr own
treasures because of their nonqualification as o the recl-
plent of a national subsidy due to their lack of +he rivate
DQYIL. uupability prOYidtd in the National reasure. Pree-
servation Law. It is almost impossible for them to continue
repairing at the existing percentage of the private a paying.
The sum of ¥ 150,000 - ¥ 200,000 of the state yearly subsidy
settled in the Netional Treesures Law whieh may have been
appropriate Iformerly is hardly sufficient for repairing 1-2
bulldings in Kyoto Prefecture per year under the actual
high prices economic condition. without the increase in the
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Sum O h ald governmental subeldy, the centinuation of
any repai. £ work would not be expected. The subsldy per-
entage was comparatively high at t he time of the promulga-
ion of the Nations)l Treasures Law. However under the asctual
economic condition the saild percentagze have been Lowered on
one hand, while the private poying percentage much ilncreas
| N T - | & financial condition of every
with the decrease of their
nce the termina 90 that 1f such circume
continue stlill so as hitherts, thaeir repalring work
ssarily encounter the financial deadlock. There-
ordaer to relieve such . \i'rfict ] t-i:‘f' ., Lhere 18
alternative th Lnereasi € Subsidy percentage
WersFency Ccoul o Ul
"i,‘f‘ :1()‘1.?...5.1'1{ L OJ L] railned natio | L4 I8 a mate

4 -'_,

.

' réegretv 01 an intern lonal bearin gll the more be-
01 Kyoto bein e | 01 culture. Vi 4t the cul-
resecauces reservatiol measure 18 the m U neaded for
’ a new Japan, an not | - warrying ourselves

ogual stat L nat | Al treasures rined or
of rilning. Therefore we, in charce of termples

4 . . L]
. { - " -| ~ :. i . “ i ] " 111 * t .‘
LII...- - - ¥ 3 { J. . ) - A 5 A R & . F W ) ' F DI'\. L" \-
-

-

atition askin LOL LA IOl 1ICL - Cas 1 nNeé sum
state subsidy and of the subsidy percentage, in order
ne integrity of our nationa treasures as symbols
Aationa fulture.
rurtoermore, we wish you take also into concideration

[ B

ollwoing items:

L. In order to conduct the perfect custody of a national
‘reasure, thc subsldy @ an appropriate sum to be needed for
thie respective cost of its custody, preservation equipment and
malilntenance work 1s requested.

2+ The Natlonal Treasure Law will be so amedeed that any
tax will be imposed in future on a2 national treasure and an
important art-object forthe sake of their preservation

National Treasures Qwners of
Eyoto-Prefecture.

Joint Signatures.
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SubjJect: Survey of Deamage
qe&i r] & | tjpn‘-

I heT‘Jh | ;'pt t-' +11 ' {._'
€s 1% nec Oem Lorwarded Oy |
Seotion.

by which

Ao IF caSe VUl 16
gojects 01

e. Date: Joémn.o, IS -. L0: 00 &eme.
b. loecation: ITsuamo Shrine ad at Chitc
Minami-kKuw '

C. REelisOols:
on Jan.o, 13946, when gecondi-iileutennnt 01
O.F. and 1 other, without belng scopmpenied D
eny interpreter, come % inspect the Jzumo Shrine,
they hed & saspiclon of the Repository of Ine
Netionel Treasures, VvVital Art ObJjects &nd Anclent
pocume nts owned by the Yomei Library, whieh is 1n
svacuetion at the shrine.
According ly, on the following 6th day of Jamuary,
around 10:00 &.m., Znd-lieutenent Robert W. Bisaok
snd Z2.othe: visited the shrine with an lnterpreter
and akked to upen the door of the Repository, but
the key wes not brought owing to the imperfect
arrengement on that dsy before the Repository hed

been exp liLoded.

> W s
L A -
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. In ceése of re Okwmars's where Temporary Restling-
place of Llate Bmperor el

a. Dage: ec .31, 1940 (Hours unknown)

b. Iocetion: Tememizu, [de-cho, isusuki-gun.

6. HMEASONS.
Explosive wind whien resulted Irom "~ I« plosion
0 ] rme contalining powder wnicn were O cured
evom the Fogono Unit loeeted st Kltslni-Hakken,
¥awepnishi-murea, Soraku-suan and its surroundlngs
and piled on the bench of the Kigu Hiver.

8. Dete: Jan.6, 1946, around .iU:
b lLoocation: Chitose=murea, | |
C. REESON S,

X M A 081lVve 1l NG

Reposi tory (@

- \ ) : |
Ro ‘} Lrl ‘”.r WA : A _'*#q_ “ :..‘ ) e B r “_Ul.l'-r

Decsori ption boards or notlice=0ocC
at some of vitel importance amons

and other historical and cultul
tions.

IVe Kyoto Botanlicoud rden establlshe
grend Ceremony of ALAccession:

The VY““ . Botan 10 L GAarden provure
purpose of construeting depe ndent nou
probably suffer overall loss 6&nd aam
meterials of noveldt) 1 lue IHKEL E
valuable fraom the boteanical polnt of «
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Nejor Hercld C. Sheffle.ia,
Komménding, K.-M.o. Je8m,

survey of pamege on Historlical, Cultural and
Re llglions ije(‘tf J1 G LIJ.‘stl LAt1lons.
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Cbjects of Art pertalining 1ic omel JLllbrary.:

A. Date: Jan.6, 1946, around 10: 00 Beme
b. Iocation: Izumo Shrine, located &t Chltose-mura,
Minami-kuweta-gun.

c. Reasons:;
Oon Jan.5, 1946, when & second-lieuten&ant oI the
O.F. and 1 other, without being ecocompénied DYy
any interpreter, came to imspect the [zumo Shrine,
they haed @ suspicion of the Repository of ine
National Treasures, Vital Art Objects and Anclent
pocume nts owned by the Yomei Library, whieh is 1@
evacusation at the shrine.
Accordingly, on the following ©th day oi Japuary,
around 10:00 a.m., 2nd-lieuteneant Robert wW. Bilack
and 2.o0thers visited the shrine with an interpretier
an d -'-:aked tc apen the door of the Reposlitory, butl
the key was not brougnt owing to the imperfect
arrangement on thet day before the Repository had
been explodede.
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case of Mr. Okumura's where Temporary Resting-
f late Emperor lMeljll.

Dec .31, 1945 (Hours unknown)
Temami 2u, Ide-cho, Tsuzuki-gun.

>sive wind whieh resulted from the exploslion

ms containing powder wnich were procured
rom the Fozono Unit located =2t XKitaini-llakken,
Kawanishi-mura, Sorsku-gun &nd its surroundlngs
and piled on the beach of the Kigu River.

cAcse of Tzumo Shrine:

Date: Jen.6, 1946, around 10:00 a.)
Location: Chitose-mura, Minaml-Kuwt
Heasons:

Hl1lo wind whio!

3lve
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purpose o1 ¢ truct ing depe ndent housling wlill
N ah M «» — — _— * | tM

YIrooavly Sl _ )V ¢ | VS e afl1 A dagagse 0! e

materials o welty r A lue théet are novel and
valugble n the Db L.c8l point of view.
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RE CQMPLETE COLLECTION OF THE RUDDHIST SCRIPTURYS
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About 60,000 printing blocks of a complete collection of

the Budihist sceriptures 'Obaku' edition which are kept at

Manpuku)i-Temple of Obaku Sect, Yocated at Uji-cho, Kyoto

Prefecture have been gspecified as a national treasure by

Japanese Government. The orizin of this collection was brought

from China sevaral centuries aZo by a famons Chinese priest

and nowadays no printing bl ocks of the complete

called Ingen,

sollection exists not only in China but in the world with

exception of this fixad and complete edition.

in order to promote friendly relation between

Therefore,
especially those in cultural and religious

f this ~4ition,

China and Japan,

jirections, we want to reprint some copies 0O

and bring them back €hina with the capital contributed by

gee the printing blocks and give us your kind advice and

guidance concerning this international cultural enterprise.

Yours truly,

( U, Yen-Jo ),

Representative,
% Printing of Complete Collection ©

Buddhist Seriptures, Obaku Edition.

Address: o/o Manpukuji-Temple, Hi eashi-
Uji-cho, Uji-gun, Kyoto Prefoj}ure.




