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Date and Pime;

Present:

Questions By:

Br: Norton
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A. 1928 to August 1932, I was a It. oohulhthommctm.
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I don't kmow Decause I didn‘'t know him at the time.

Don't you know mnything about the Mukien Plot?

No, I didn't Imow there was such a plot being planned. Just
the other day General XONO, Tsunikichi wrote to me and asked

some questions pertaining to this Imcident decause he is writ-
ing a book on the subdject.

Did the government as well as the militery cirales have o
hand in this plot?

I don't know.
Who was your commnder at the time of the Incident?

Lt. General MIYAXE, X0 ji was my coommder and he is now in the
hands of the Russians,

Wasa't it yours and ITAGAKI's Delief that NManclmria should be
guided by Japm? ‘

I don't know ITAGAKI's mind but I wanted to see Manchuria

becoms a part of Japem Af an incident did ocour.

Dida't you and ITAGAKI work ofit a five-year plan for Msmchurie
before the Incident occarred?

No, the plan was worked out in 1936 by MIYAZAKY, Masayoshi.

Will you please give me the details of the September 18, 1931
Ineident?

There wers about 200,000 Chinese troops in Msmchurie and about

50,000 of these were stationed at Mukden. Our treops strength
was only 10,000 and these troops ware
Mmehurian Railroad. Because of the
and Japamese troops, I worked ocut a
the | event an incident should break out. This
plan was Qi-hﬂnudmmhﬂnﬂtitm
actually a part of the September 18, 1991 Incident. It has

alwvays been my impression that the Chiness blew wp the railroad -
September 18, 1991. -




S— ::‘- ""’"7""'*""’":-.

P —

—— — —

Co

Qe

A.

Didn't Captain IMADA help blow it up?
I don't believe he had anything to do with it.

Did you kngw that BAYASHI, Kyujiro wired Baron SHIDEHARA
that the irmy was contemplating a conspiracy?

Yes, and the explanation is as follows:

One of my Compmmy Commanders by the name of XAWAKANME, in
¢harge of a Compeny at BPujun was instructed by me to take
his troops wp the railroad tracts towards Mukden end take
the Mukden airstrip if sn incideant occurred. Without orders
from me, KANAKAMI, becemse he was worried gabout the tension
in the air, decided % hold mmeuvers resulting in the tak.

. ing of the airsirip, It was to be for practice oaly. There-

fore on the 10th of September, KAWAKANT issusd orders to
take the Mukden airsirip on the night of September 18th.
A Nr. GODO, Head of the Coal Department of the Msnehirimn
Railroad at Bujun, heard of this order sad told his friemd,
HAYASHI, who in twrn wired SHIDEHARA that the Army was plamning
a conspiracy. ‘

Fow did 4t bappen that the mmeuvers were plammed for the
same night that the Imoident cecourred?

It was purely coineidental.

Did you know that TATEKAWA, went to Mukden decsuse of this
wire?

I don't know why he csmie %o Mukden but he was to come on the
18th of September and ITACAKY or I was requested to meet him,
ITAGAKY was the man who met him.

Did you know that the offieers of the Kwantunmg Army planned
the Ingcident September 18th, Decause TATEXKAWA was arriving?

No.
Did you know that TATEEAWA was in favor of the plot?
Fo.

How did the Kvantung Army dominate the Manchurisn Government
after the Incident?
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Like MacARTHUR is handling the Jepanese Government.

Do you mesn that both Governments were handled the same way?
Please answer this correetly.

Right affer the Ineident occurred & Board of Advisery was formed
and these were hand-picked men from the YO0-HO-KAI and the MANCHU and
SRINEN RENMEI Organisations by the Kvantung irmy. They were $o
advise the Heads of the Mamshurisn Goverament. Anything that the
Board did had to be sanctioned by the Kwantung Army.

Did you know HOSHINO who was Chief of General Affairs Board; if
you did whak did you know about him?

After the Incident occurred HOSHINO wanted to make Manchuria
a part of Japan snd the Kwantung Army sanctioned his poliey.

Did you know smything atout the invasion of Chahar Province in
January 19357

I was annoyed at the time beocause I was not motified of this
maneuver. I therefore don't know who gave the erders but the
invasion went as far as Hyakuremaio. There the Japanese Army

" was defeated and retreated.

Did you know of the invasion of the Hopei Province in April or
May of 1933?

I am not familiar with this manesuver since I was a regimental
commander at Sendal and was very busy training my men to fight
against the Russiams. |

Did you know of the assassination of Chang-Teso~Lin?

It happened in March or April of 1928 and I didn't arrive in
Manchuria until October 1928, I didn’'t know the man.
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Certificate of Interpreter

I, Erie Fleisher, 24 L$., 0-935000, being sworn onm oath,
state that I truly translated the guestions and snswers
given from English $o Japenese and from Japamese to English
respectively, and that the above tramseription of such ques-
tions and answers, consisting of 4§ pages, is true and ac-
curate to the dest of my kmowledge and delief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2hth day of May 1946.

Duly Detailed Investigating Officer
International Prosecution Section

GHR, SCAP
tificate of S her

I, Margaret Moose, hereby certify that I acted as stenographer
at the interrogation set out above, and that I transcribed

the foregoing questions and answers, and that the transeriptiom
is true and acourate to the best of my kmowledge and belief.

Gertificate of Interrogator

I, H, C. Norton, certify that on the 24th day of May 1946,
peraonally sppeared before me Kanji ISHIHARA and aceording to

Lt. Fleisher, Interpreter, gave the foregoing answers to the
several questions set forih therein.

Tokye, Japan
2l May 1946




