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SECEETL :
MIS3ION RESUME

Mission Number 277 31 July 1945

1. Date: 19/20 July 1945

2, Targct: Fukui Urban Area (90,13)

., Participating Unit: 581h Bombardient Wing

4, Number A/C .irborne: 130

5, 7% ./C Bombing Primerys 97,697 (127 primary and 1 opportunity)

Type of Bombs and Fuzes: L46, 50C7 incecndiary clustsrs set to
opcn 5000 feot obove target and alNe

Vi47:.2 100 inccndiary bombs with
instontancous nosse,

)
.

7. Tons of Boubs Dropp.ds 953,4 tons on primary and 8 tons on
opportunity,

3, Time Over Primary: =200024K - 200145K

9, sltitude of .ttack: 12,400 - 14,000
10, Weather Over Targct: 0/10 « 3/10
11, Total ./C lost: O

12. Recume of Mission: Crecws wported rosulis 2s good to excellent,.
Lorge fires were obscrved in thoe center of The torget with smoke t€o
15,000 fect, Fires N and S of river in an ~roa cstimntcd 1 to 3 sq, mi,
Later reconnaissance revsaled the city had boen 84,87 destroyed (1,61
8C, mi)., The target was visible te 114 4/C, Two ./C werc none-cffective,
Plak wos heavy, medium znd light, meoger and inaccurate, Extremely
slight heovy and medium ./ W rcported, Two S/1's sececn, Eight E/.. sighted
mndc no ottacks, Two Winde.un “/C uscd in ¢ dition to main force,
Sixteen B-29's landecd at Iwo Jimn, Jverage bomb loads 15,829 pounds,
.vorcge fuel reserve:s 752 galloas,
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TARCET SUIIARY
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LOpR L SRRIOSEE B il N L R e R A e AR PR )
UaTh 17 July 1945 CCORDIF.TES _36/0LN - SRR s DR S B
LWOCATION NS miles N .of Lake. Bewa )i.coast of Hopshu, RS AN S
FULCTICH -22 Andustrial plants. A/C parts - munitions - Population 98,000,
fYF. STUCTURE _Small industry Jhroughout the eitye =~

TOTAL ARZA 3,26 8q, mi, _ ____ BUILT UP AREA _1.76 sq, mi, %

— —— - — i W —— - e A — bl e o e S L T R e —

LEXECUTION

iLii. PT. 051 085 XD hooQ  __FTT
DOi BI#: . II0D .

DEF. Fukui Arez - Urban 90,15
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dalle P e ‘T/A sy

RELATKS _pp to 17,000 1bs.load. | rmunks
Jormal effort of one wing,

R,
| ISSION PRINTS | DATE
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JESULTS

PRRBSERRE ool e T/A AREA DALAGED SQ. FT
FRACTION OF DATAGE | STRUCTURAL SQ« FT
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LS SUPERFICIAL. SQ. FT
- ‘TOTAL DALAGE TO DATE  — 8Q. FT




CONFIDFNTT.L
C- I. U-
T.INTIETH AIR FORCE

APO 234, c/o PUSTLASTER
SAN FRUNCISCO, CALIFORNIA

29 Jwly 1945
DAMAGE /SSESSLI™T™ “WPORT 151

FUKUI=~90,15«URB/N
36/0411 = 136/1LE

20 Air Force Mission 277, 19=20 July 1945 58th VAng
SULLARY OF DAM.GE
Builteup arca: Sq. }Mi., total = 1,93 Sq.lii, destroyed =1.61
Percent destroyed = 04,8
Planned target areat 1.7 sqerd, Percent destroyeds 95,0
Total dungpe to date: 1.6l sqe i, .c:cent of builteup areas 084,08
Torgets cdamaged by strikes 1 :.. eredj no other,

REPORT

Damaze within limits of built=up area:

- ————

| Destroyed
Arca danage from current strikes SOelfi, Soe 1Mi, Percent

Built=up arca (Urban) 1,68 .47 8745

Built=up area EIndustria.l) 022 olly 6346
Built=up arca (Total) 1.9 1.61 3] AT

Damage to taorgets: New Domnse Total Damge
90¢15=X4I 6246 Unidentificd Industry 75% 75%

Damage outsidc built-up arca ( within 5 mile r-dius
of center of city)

Arec domarce from currcnt strikes

Two orcos IINW of the ¢ity sustained damoge
totalling <14 sq. ni.

Damage to torgets: None

Referencest Ae Toarget Information Sheet, issued by Target Section, A=2, 20 AF
Be XXI Bom Com Litho=mosaic, Fukul area, July 1945

Photos useds Pree=strikcs: 3PRSLRGL=28 53=56 21 June 1945
Post=strikc: 3PRASM35G=-.s 90=92 27 July 1945

Inclosuress 1l, Enlargemcnt from XXI Bom Com Litho=mosaic, Fukul iArea,
' annotated to show domnce,
2¢ Post=strike print 3PR5M359=2: 91

,:-"’*/A.c ok / '714'-% Q | Q,g;_,._/"

irappI"OVOdi:-oooo-o--t-ocot-tootto--l '7-
HAILTON De DARDBY

DISTRIZUTIONe "B MAJOR, 4C

CONFIDI™ .7 L
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&8 DAMAGE TO FUKUI ]
. 90.15-Urban
§} Damage Assessment Repor Si
120 AF Mission 277, 19-20 y y 19:¥
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MISSION N©
DAMAGE
@ WINGS

DATE

DAY /NIGHT
BOMB TYPE

AV. LOAD 1
A/C AIRBORNE J
A/C BOMB PT.
TONS ON PT. )
ALTITUDE_ o 1
BOMB METHOD MEW e
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CONFIDEITI

NOT TO BE TAREN TARGET: 90,15-FUKUI Urban
INTO THE ALR ON Industrial Arca
OBJECTIVE AREA: 90,15-TAKAYAMA

COLBAT MISSIONS

SHEET

TARGET INFORMATION L

T S G A S o AU Il SR s e
FUKUI URBAN INDUSTRIAL AREA

Latitude: 36% 04' N
Loncitudes 136° 14! E
Flevation: 28-443 ft. (APpProxe.)

1., SUMMARY COMMENT: FUKUI is one of the most important industrial
' cities on the Japan Sea side of tne main

island of Honshu. Its pre<war importance WasS primarily associated

with textile manufacturing, trade, acriculture and government,

(FUKUI city is the capitol of FUKUI Prefecture), Today the city

of FUKUI is important because of the war ~oods produced in 1its

. industrial plants, These war commodities include aircraft paris,
electrical equipment, machine tools, iron and other metal products,
rubber roods, chemicals and textiles, In addition to war product-
ion, FUKUI is important as a rail center on the HAKARIKU yain Rail-

rQad 1line,

FUKUI is situated 1in west central
Honshu 20 miles inland fromthe

Japan Sea and 45 miles southwest of Kanazawa on a narrow plain of
the Noto lowlande,

2, LOCATION AID IDEITIFICATION:

This plain 1s known as the FUKUI Plain andoccupies tne south-
western part of the Noto 1owlands which fringe the nor thern edze of
. the Nagara Mountains and Hida nountzins, The Notlo L owlands have
rouchly the shape of an inverted "T" the horizontal arms being
represented by the narrow coastal lowlands, while the vertical
. stem is the Noto-hanto (peninsula) which extends out into the

Japan Sea some 950 milecse,

Thre¢ lar;e plains malce 'up the preatér part of the lowland,
These are, from west to easti, PUKUI Plain, KANAZAVA Plain, and

TOVAMA Plain, FUKUI Plain 1s unlike the other two inthab it
r several miles, being flanked all

extends inland fromthe coast’'1O
the way by rolling mountains, which become more rugged further
south,

3. TARGET DESCRIPTION: FUKUI is rouchly rectangular in shape
althouch new built up areas stretch  along
the many roads which fan out from the city. The ASUHA river,
which runs through the southern part of the city in a northwesterly
direction constitutes the most effective fire break, The moated
castle park in the center of the city will also aclt as an effective
fire break as will a small stream in the southeastern section of
the city. lany man-made rirebreaks have been cut through the city
in the form of wide avenues. A foothill spur pushes 1into the city
from the southwest, Eight bridges, two very wide, span the ASUHA
~iver in the tarzet area. Three RR lines enter the city from the
north and two more RR lines cone in from the South. Tae overall




e —

CONFIDENTIAL

dimensions of the city are 3 miles N-5 and 2 miles Ewil, About
3> sq. miles of the area is built up of which 2 sq. miles is
hichly conrcested., The water system of FUKUI is sufficient 1o
supply 3,860,000 gallons of water per day.

The population of FUIUI (Shi) city is 97,967, and'density
of population varies frcm 30,000 to 50,000 persons per 3. mile.,,

4, IMPORTANCE: FUKUI is a highly industrialized city of
approximately 100,000 people. Since the
becinning of the war there has been no appreciable movement of
workers from FUKUI to larse industrial cities, such as NAGOYA
or OSAKA, which in itself is z;ood indication of convzrsion of
peacetime industry to war production. Furtihermore the importance
of FUKUI is indicated by the fact that from 1930 to 1940 1ts
population jumped about 21 percent.

Served by several electirified railroads, FUIKUI is a key .
rail center on the HOIUNIXU Main Line which runs south to the
important city of TSURUGA ané north to KANAZATA. The HCIURIKU
NATIONAL Highway is an additional transportationh artcry for 70008 .
moving either north or scuth,

FUIUI is an outstanding example of the many small industrial
cities in Japan which have converted this peacetime indusiry to
war production. Principal products are aircraft parts, electrical
equipment, machine tools, chemicals, rubber goods, auto parts,
iron and other metals and textiles.

Seventy nine of about 100 known plants at 'FUIUI have been
located, They fall within the following catezories:

Textile (some converted to A/C parts) 17
Iron & other metal ol
Chemical

Electrical Equipment
Rubber

Machine Tools

Auto Parts

Fiber

Salt

Unidentified -
T 0 T Ak

Two other factories and the railroad yard have been assigned
XXI Dom Com numbers, These are:

XXI 6245 FUKUI RR Yards
<A1 6246 Unidentified industry (pre-war
textile - believed converted)

AXI 6247 Unidentified industiry (pre-war
textile - believed converted)

5, AIMING POINTS: Aiming points will be specified in the Field
Order. | -

TARGET SECTION, A=<
18 July 1945, | 20th Air Force .




31 July 1945

Date: 19/20 July 1945
Targect: Fukui Urban Area (90,13)
Porticipating Unit: 581h Bombardinent Win

' _L-

Number »/C .irborne: 130

% &/C Bombing Primerys 97,692 (127 primary and 1 opportunity)

Type of Bombs and Fuzes: E46, 50CF incendiary clusters set to
opcn S000 fect obove target and iNe
M47:2 100 incondiary bombs with
instantoncous

Tons of Bombs Droppcds 953,4 tons on primary and 8 tons on
opportunity,

Time Over Primary: 200024K - 200145K

~ltitude of .Lttack: 29400 « 14,000
Weather Over Target: 0/10 - 3/10

Total ./C lost: ©

12, Resume of Mission: Crews yported rocsults as good to excellsnt,.
Large fires were observed in the center of the terget with smoke to
154000 feet, Fires N and S of river in an crca cstimnated 1 to 3 sq, mi,
Loter reconnaissance revsaled the city had been 84,87 destroyed (1,61

S, mi)., The target was visible te 114 4i/C, Two ../C werc non-cffective,
lok wos heavy, mcdium cnd light, me: ger and Extremcly
slight heavy and medium /W reported, Two S/1's secn, Eight E/. sighted
mede no ottacks, Two Windeoun ./C uscd in o dition to main force,
Sixteen B=29's landed at Iwo Jima, average bomb loads 15,829 pounds,
o~vercge fuel reserves 752 galloas,
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C. I. U,
T.INTILTH LIR FORCE
..po 234, c/o POSTLLSTEL
SAN FRL.NCISCO, C..LIFORNIA

29 Wy 1945
Dol JGE JSSESSIENT RFEPCRT 151

FUKUI=90,15=URB..N
36/0411 - 136/11,,4

20 Alr Force lMission 277, 19=20 July 1945 50th AN

SUT1uillY OF DilLGE
Bullt=up arca:s Sqe Hi, totel = 1,93 Sql.lii. destroyed =1,61
rercent destroyed = CLeO
Planned target arcas 1,7 sq.r‘.li. Yercent destroycds 95,0
Total donrge to date: 1461 sge mi, Percent of builte=up areas
largets cdannged by strike: 1 numbereds no other,
LEPORT

. Damace within within limits of ‘*ullt-uw aArens

Destroycd
Area dancge from current strikes o0a 1la Pereont

Built=u» arca (Urban) 1,68 1.47 375
Built=up arca %Industrial) 022 oli; 03 ¢b
Builte=up arca (Total) 1.9 1,61 8L.e5

Damage to torsetss New Donnce Total Darnare

90415=X4T 6246 Unidentificd Industry 15% 75%

Damage outsidc builteup arca ( within 5 milc r-.dius
of center of city)

Aree dama =u from currcnt btr.L]«,'

Two orcos llNY of the ¢ity sustoined dancge
totalling <14 sqe mie

Danmage to tarccts: None

Referencest Ae Target Information Sheet, issucd by Target Section, A=2, 20 /T
Be XXI Bom Com Lithoermosaic, Fukul ..rea, July 1945

Photos uscd: FPre=strike: 3PRIIRGL=23 53«50 21 June 1945
Postestrikcs 3P3513)9-2' 90=92 27 July 1945
Inclosures: 1, Enlargement from XXI Dom Con Lithoemosaic, Fukul irca,
: annotated to show dannges
2¢ Poste=strike print 3PR5M359=2: 91

Approvede e 5/{“”‘/7‘/“"‘ ('é %5 -—i

H;u ILTON D. DJL Y
DISTRINUTION: "B JAJOR, 4C

CONFIDENTIAL
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