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Away down the valley, .

Away down the hill,

Away down the.river,
A hundred miles or more,
Other little children,
Shall bring my boats ashore.
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THE WIND |

I saw you toss the hites on high

And blow the birds about the sky ;

And all around T heard you pass,
Like ladies skirts across the grass —
O wind, a-blowing all day long,

O wind, that sings so loud a song !

[ saw the different things you did,
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But always you yourself you hid.
1 felt you push, I heard you call,
I could not see yourself at all—
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O wind, a-blowing all day long,
O wind, that sings so loud a song !

‘O you that are so strong and cold,

O blower, are you young or old ?
Are you a beast of field and tree,

Or just a stronger child than me ?
O wind, a-blowing all day long,

O wind, that sings so i0ud a song |
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FAREWEILL TO THE FARM

The coach is at the door at last;
The eager children, mounting fast
And kissing hands, in chorus sing :
(ood-bye, good-bye, to m«ma.w.mmnm. !
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To house and garden, field and lawn,
The meadow-gates we swang upom,

To pump and stable, tree and swing,

Good-bye, good-bye, to every-thing !

And fare you well for evermore,
O ladder at the hayloft door,
O hayloft where the cobwebs cling,

Good-bye, good-bye, to everything !

Crack goes the whip, and off we go;

The trees and houses smaller prow ;

Last, round the woody turn we swing :
Good-bye, good-dye, to every thing !
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MY BED IS A BOAT
My bed is like a little boat ;

Nurse helps me in when I embark ;
She girds me in my sailor’s coat

And starts me in the dark.

At night, I go on board and say
Good-night to all my friends on shore ;

I shut my eyes and sail away
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And see and hear no more.

And some times things to bed I take,
As prulent sailors have to do;
Perhaps a slice of wedding-cake,

| m.ﬁ.?._m a toy or two,

All night across the dark we steer ;
But when the day returns at last ;
Safe in my room, beside the pier,
I find my vessel fast.

BLOCK CITY
What ‘aro you' able t6 Baild with your blocks?
_Oﬁaﬁwp& palaces, temples and docks.
Rain may keep raining, and others go roam,
" But I can be happy and building at home.

Let the soft be mountains, the carpet be sea,
There I’ll establish a city for me:
A kirk and a mill and a palace beside,

And a harbour as will where my vessels may ride.

" Great is the palace with _uEE. and wall,
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A sort of a tower on the top of it all,

And steps coming down in an orderly way

To where my toy vessels lie safe in-the bay.

This one is sailing and that one is moored :
Hark to the song of the sailors on board !
And see, on the steps of my palace, the kings
Coming and going with presents and things !

Now I have done with it, down let it go!
All in a moment the town is laid low.

Block upon block lying scattered and free,

What is there left of my town by the sea?

Yet as I saw it, I see again,
The kirk and the palace, the ships and the men.

And as long as I live and wherc'er I may be,

PIl always remember my town by the sea.

THE LAND OF STORY-BOOKS,
At evening when the lamyp is lit,
Around the fire my parents sit
They sit at home and table and sing,

And do not play at anything.
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Now, with my little gun, I erowl

All in the dark along the wall,
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And follow round the forest track
Away behind the sofa back

L

There, in the night, where none can spy,

All in my hunter’s camp I lie |
And play at books that I have read

Till it is time to go to bed.

There are the hills, these are the woods,

These are my starry solitudes ;
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And there are river by whose brink

The roaring lions come to drink.

I sce the others for away
As if in firelit camp they lay
And I, like to an Indian scoui

Around their party prowled about. : :

S0, when my nurse comes in for me,

Home I return across the sea,

And go to bed with backward looks

At my dear land of story-books.
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Stranger ! if you, passing meet me, and desire to speak to me, why should you

not speak to me?
And why should 1 not awﬁw to you?
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God makes all things good ; man meddles with them and they become evil,

He forces one soil to yield products of another, one tree to bear another's fruit.
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