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CHANGES IN INITIALS IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN
THE SHUO WEN AND THE KUANG YUN

C. W. Lub

The motive underlying chis study is first ef all o check the rules of phonertic
derivation for the archaic inirials as givea by Kadgrea in his “Introduction” to
the Aualstic Dictiveary. By a comprehensive numierical esamination of all the
phonetic compoaents of the Saus wz and of all che cleatly annosated casss of
double rexding in th= Kusug yin, it was hoped also o discover further relations
between che archaic and the ancient initials, not yer formulated by Chien
Ta-hsin, Karlgren, and others.

The numbst of Cises in which any vwo particular inicial groups of the
Kuaug 342 mezt in a phonsic compoaeat geoup, Of jn & Case of double reading,
is compared with the numbar o b2 expeceed according to chance.  With the
phonedic componane groups, if the phasic crnpwizng irself has initial A and the
group coagains characeess with initials B, C, erc., then the ratios B/A, C/4a,
erc. can be calculated.

Seven sers of tables are Taea prepared, (1) the CH4eb yia gureerals, (2)
the ladials, (3) the palawal aéfucaces and fricwives, (4) the dencil and palacal
plosives, (3) the deacd affricares and fricatives and the so-called supradentals,
(6) the inigial /, (7) the imcials wi. w44y, and jib. The characeeristic features of
each sér of tables are summarized, but no awempe is made to reconstruce the
archaic initials.

Oa the basis of thasz tables some problems can be stated as examples of
the different ways in which the wbles can be pur to use by -historians and
linguists.

(1) To whar extear are Karlgren's rules applicable?  Rules 1-10 are
criticized in Jenil. The double system of voiced initials is fonad ro be ‘acking
in historial evideace.

(2) Which was more likely 0 havz been the main tendency in phonetic
derivation, from aspifation o no aspirtion or from o aspization © aspiration?
The facter is found to be the swoager teadency. The “loss of aspiranon’

could ot have been an imporma feature in acchaic and ancient Chigese.



(3) Were the archaic and ancient voiced initials aspitated? The Chéeb yitn
voiced initials could not have been aspirated. The corresponding archaic
in.tials were probably also unaspirated. The suggestion is made that there could
have been aspirat:d voiced initials which were fost, but no attempt is made to
reconseruct that double system in detail.

(4) Which was more likely to have been the main rendency in phonetic
derivation, from characters with the medial 7 to characters without the medial 7,
or vice versa?  With the exception of the guctural vavoiced fricative, the former
tendency is found to be the predominating one.  Palatalization and the
appearance of the medial 7 were probably of comparatively receat origin.

(5) What are the evidences for double initials in archaic Chinese? The p/
(or pr), etc. must have been lost very early. Even the & (or &r), erc. must
have disappeared at the >eginning of the Christian era. There is evidence for
the existence of a set of double initials composed of /. and the palaral plosives in
a'.rchaic Chinese. On the other hand, th: existence of m/ and xm is

questionable.






