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THE LIFE OF CHIANG K'UEI
| ~ By Hsia Ch'en-t'ao -

" Chiang K 'tlei was one of the two greatest masters in the writing of tz'u in s
the 12th century. His influence is still felt today. Vet there is no satisfactory
biography of Chiang. ‘I'he present attempt consists of the following parts: a)
Genealogy. b) Dates, Chfang was born somewhere between 1150 and 1160.
He died some time after 1229. 'The erroneous statement in the local history of
Kiangsi is refuted. c) Chiang's life might be divided into four parts, i.e., the ‘
Panyang, the Hanyang, the Wuhsing and the Hangchow periods. It is
ascertained that Chiang’s visit to Chinling was within a few years after 1208,
His host was Yii Hao. d) Annotated bibliography of Chiang’s writings. e) A
study of Chiang’s circle of friends—more than 100 persons. f) Chiang’s ideas
about music and a refutation of his critics. é) Four proofs to refute the wrong
identification of Chiang Shih-chou with Chiang K'uei. h) Miscellaneous items
such as Chiang’s calligraphy, wives, seals, etc. i) Chronological table to |
illustrate his life. j) Corrections of numerous errors of the two existent
biographies of Chiang K'uei. These ten parts cover a work of research during a

period of more than ten years.
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