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In lqol{ing'baqk 1o the occurrences of any considerable period
of human existence, it is an interesting, though sometimes a
painful duty, to reflect upon the prevailinn' cast and colour of
its incidents, with a view to examine what materials they may
bave furnished for the permanent welfare or injury of man-
kind. To the larger part of the'world, the lapse of days and
years is marked chluﬂy by the vestxges of local and persongg

eventa—-b y the ordm‘xry vxclssxtudes ot mdavxdu‘\l Prosiy N

thc Lond bath helped me?”
have followed me all the 'days of my hfe
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‘page of ., story for nearly six thot

come subject to our God and to his Christ,” as ¢ne principal
design of al‘f, the long train of ev?:ts which have crowded the .
and years, he would retrace
with new. interest the slowly progressive, but unerring ten-
dency, of the whole cotirse of the Divine dispensations towards
this stupendous consummation. The page of sacred writ will
furnish ample iaterials for this tr uly philosophical as well as
deyout . contemplation ; nor will more modern history. refuse to
yleld its_ valuable aid in the sacred research. To take ouf”
own counlry alone, what an interesting volame might not the
Christian philosopher, who should unite sufficient enlargement
of mind with fervent and sober piety, compose! under the
title of ‘“ The Providential History of Great Britain.”
Events, many* of them in themselves trivial, some of them
painful and disgusting, would assume new lmportance from
their connexion with the nlterior result; aé what to the cur-
'y traveller seems but a scanty and ’ins;gmﬁcant +ill, if
ed .on in Its progress, will perhaps %found the source of
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sary eflect upon the futiire welfare of this world. To select
but one department, 'we caniot have witnessed the moral
m'\chmer‘\v invented or perlected within the last few ), cars—we
cannot call to mind our new systems of education, our Bible,
Missionary, and other charitable societies so widely extending
and so deeply taking root, with the efforts of statesmen and
“private citizens, of laics and divines, to enlighten, to refine,
to christianize the world—without feeling a strong hope that
. these circumstances are destined, by the superintending pro-
vidence of God, to advance the great consummation to which
we have alluded. Amidst all the changes of empires and the
alternations of nhational and individual fortune, there seems
a wteady march of improvement, and progress towards the
ultimate well-being of the human rave. ‘

Oar country has mot been without its vicissitudes dunm
the past year. At its commenoement the political ahnospheu,
' was becoming more serene, a Yew clonds ouly excepted,
Wwhich it was hoped might disperse without producing mate-
rialinjary. The effects of peace were beginning to be felt,
Our seénators were already tarning- tl}olr attention to sub-
Jectg of moral and domestic improvement ; and théir delibe-
rations apon our eriminal law, our prison systey the laws
affecting ‘the poor, the great question of g NN "
out gamve-laws savmo's banks, 'fmendly soce

country.
Soon, however, athor
'h'on.
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phemy was rCVl Cd plOSCl l{)(’d b!gbphemy IepuuNsuey, wisigh
blasphemy imported, and new blasphemy invented, to produce .
.<the intended effect. Temples of Reason, so called, were
‘opened, and some of the worst scenes of the French Revolu-
tion seemed to be conﬁdentlv anticipated by the leaders of
the guti-sucial and anti-Christian party. * Where the conta-
gion would stop, none dared to predict; while every wise and
good man felt deeply distressed, and not a little alarmed, at
the aspect of the country. . -

The conviction of Cartile, accompanied as it was by a burst
of public approbahou, cast a gleam of light on the general
gloom. Bnt'it was to the meeting of Parhament that the pub-
lic looked with the most anxious expectation. With the issue -
our readers are already acquainted : to the decisive measures
adopted by the Legislature, as well as to the impression pro- »
duced on the public mind by their proceedings, we must, under
God, attribute the present tranquillity which we enjoy. The
year, after all its vicissitudes, has closed .in peace; and from
the very elements of strife and blasphemy, we trust that we shall
have shortly to report, have arisen blessings of no limited or
temporary kind., The attacks on Christianity bave given new
vigour to i3 friends; and ancient institutions- are beginning
4 ~.'4'»f' N to hand with the impugners of our holy faith,

nsuwing year, that we shall haye to record

.
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INQUIRY RESPECTING THE JUS~
TIFYING FAITil OF BELIEV-
ERS, PRIORgTO THE COMING
OFf CHRIST.

T is difficult, in examining a sub-
Jject on which the miud has
long since decided, to become so
free from all sort of bias, and to
be so delivered from the influence
of preconceptions, as to givea fair
hearing and full weight to the argu-
ments produced. Opinions, like
streams of water, if long continued
in the same direction, form, as it
were, a deep channel, from which
it is no easy task to turn (feir
course. One vers important step,
however, towards remedying this
evil, is to be fully aware of its exist-

"ence, and to be at all times on our
. guard against its injurious effects,

As truth, and truth only, is what
we ought to have in view, nothing
should be suffered to deter or
impede our course nr the search
after it? and we should never re-
ceive any doctrine or subject *as
true, except it be supported and
confirmed by substuntial proofs,
however favourably we muy feel
towards it, however long we have
cherished it, and Jhowever import-

‘ft we may consider it to be toa
-

~
\
\

gstem: which® we 'are anxious. to
maintain, The lawful supports of
truth aNeproofs and facts, and not
the favourable impressions and feel.

~ings of our minds, or the mere an-
. Bquity of an opinion, or the 'gran-

deur and wajesty of names, by

which it’ bus been held and de-

fended. . .. e .
Curnist, Opserv, No, 205,
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“principally the Old T

With regard to the subject which
I am about to consider, it must be
confessed to be atteuded with con-
siderable ditficulties, and therefore
requires every attention and dili-
gence of search that we are capable
ol'exerting. In discussing the point,
I am anxious neither to violate the
analogy of faith, vor to shock the
feelivgs of any humble Christian
who may not be prepared to view
this particular ‘point in the same
light with myself. ‘The remarks of
any of your candid and learned
correspondents on the subject of
my paper will be weighed with
impartinlity; and I should add, that
a priacipal object which I propose
to myself in drawing up these re-
marks is to remove, or rather ty
account for, an objection made
Socinians to the doctrine of Y
atonement, arising from the circuj
stance of its not being mentio g
in the prayers and praises of JB
lievers uader the Old-TestaJsEN
dispeusation. Defore we pr
to the intended examinalion
or three things must be firs
mised. B

The field in which we §
make and pursue our ing

for it is the faith of th
that dispensation thas wig
gaged to ascertain.

to intimate thut 'such AR
as may be fairly dravs
New, is not to be rofQsE
I simply wish, at pref
the attention of my 8
spot whitherdt ough
manner, to be direg
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muy be able to form an uubiassed saints. Every persﬁn “wlio believes
Jjudgment on the information which the Gospel must allow, and I trust
the believers under that dispensa- no reader will mistake my mean-
‘tion are known to have possessed. ing on this important subject, that
This. I consider important in our ¢ it is through the atoning sacrifice
inquiry: for too often, when we of Christ aloue, that forgiveness of
examine their creed and knowledge sins and acceptance with God are -
of Divine truth, we bring their to be obiained;” but whether this .
means' of information to the light way of forgiveness and acceptance
of the Gospel; aud because they was known and understood ptior
then appear in a very clear view, to the coming of Christ, is the
we often suppose that there are but  present point of inquiry. That
few degrees of differerice between they looked forward to some illus-
their knowledge and ours. Indeed, trious Personage, who should bring
it is almost impossible for us to with him great blessings both of
conduct this inquiry impartially: a temporal and spiritual nature,
for we are so much accustomed to cannot for a moment be questioned:
consider theDivine communications  but whetlier they considered him
and institutions in the Old Testa~-. 2s a Medialor, as a Sacrifice for
ment, in connexion with their ex- sin, as one in whom they were to
plications in the New, that we are receive forgiveness end acceptance
scarcely able to separate them, so in the sight of God, is less appa-
as to judge correctly what degree rent; aud this is the point which
of light the former were of them- we are at present engaged to ascer-
selves capuable of imparting. . tain. No other view of « Him that
In making use of the New Tes- should come” could lead them to
. tament, we must be careful to pre- consider him, or justify them in
erve this distinction in our mind. making him, the object of a saving
Ne must not take what is there faith. .
aid by way of explanation of the _ In the examination of this sub-
wromises, prophecies, and iastitu- ject, I shall first consider some of
ons of former dispensations,-as the clearest and most important
Rat the aucient people of God promises and prophecies that are
Mually knew of them. Wher- to be found in the Old Testament, .
fr we find any thing in the New and then possibly refer to some
@Rtament mentioned which has of the more particular institutions
"Wence to things under former recorded in that Sacred Volume,
*1 P nsations, it ought to be our The first promise is that given
to examine whether what is by Jehovah, when he pronounced
A refer to the actual know-- the curse upon the serpent, and
iahunder the old economy, of wlitich mentions that * the Seed of
Wning of what is thus men- . the woman should bruise the ser-
RO only to its full meaning, pent’s head.” The language in
2ifiBped and explained by the which this promise was conveyed
v is figurative and mysterious. Whe-
(WRIEs another remark which ther this Seed was to be a single
o made beforc we enter person or the whole future race of
piect ; and this respects those to whom thepromise was--
e of thie question, The given, whether the victory was to
A, whether God’s plan  be obtained by an extrasrdinary
Afda sinner is the same character or otherwise, and by
for the Gospel leaves -what means it was 1o be acquired, ,
Al At -whatgver respect-  are points that could not be learned
MWAhether the plan it- from this promise® All that-gur
Nind in what degree first parents could uideisiand
Ae Old-Testament by it wus, that there would
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be a couflict® between the two
offsprings; anl that the woman’s
race, though injured in the combat,
should yet become victorious,
‘That this promise conveyed to
them an idea of a Mediator, of one
who was fo reconcile them to God
—indeed, of any particular indi-
vidual—is what the passage, 1 con-
ccive, will not allow us 1o suppose.
But be the exact meaning what it
_ might, that it administered comfort
to our first parents may be easily
conceived, It was undoubtedly,
under any view, a valuable pro-. -
mise. 1t gave them to understand.
and to hope that a victory should
be obtained by their off>spring over
their enemy and insidious decciver.
The way in which they may be
conceived to have been saved, way
be considered, I imagine, to have
been of this nature: they believed
generally the promise of God as to
the victory, without knowing the
means by which that victory was to
be obtained, relying merely on
God's power and faithfuluess for
its accomplishment. Their faith,
therefore, had respect only to a
werciful God, made kuowa to
thent as such in this promise, To
attribute sny other object to their
faith, is to maintain what the in-
formation which they possessed
will not, I conceive, justify: for of
the Seed prowised they knew no-
thing that could have induced them
to fix upon it as the object of their
hope and trust; it being merely
gaid, that their sced should hawe the
victory, without notifying in any
degree the means by which that
victory was to be obtained.

The next promise that we have
upon record is that made to Abra-
ham when he was called out of his
own land, and from his own kin-
dred. This promise embraces seve.
ral pygticuars: he was to possess
the land of Canaan—he was to be
blessed—to be a great nation—and
to be a blessing to all the families
of the ear®. This promise was
oftentencwed, but with very fitile
variation, In chapler xv, we have

Faith of Old-Testament Bylievers.
‘an account of Gad's appearing to

8

him, and addressing him in these
words ; * Feur not, Abraham; 1 am
thy shield, thy exceeding greal re-
wind.” Abrabam replied, that hie had
no child. God answered bim, and
again promised him a sced, and
that a very nwmmerous ouwe. It is
added, that ** Abraham believed in
the Lord,” and that *“ hie counted it
10 him for rightcousness.” This
is the only place in the Old T'esta-
ment where this expression respect-
ing Abrabam occurs. A'similar one
is 10 be found in the Psalms, where
the uct of Phineas vespecting the
trausgressors in the camp of lsrael
is wmentioned.  Indeed, the expres-
sion in the Psalms corresponds ex-
actly with the words of this pas-
sage as quoted by St. Paul. (Ps.
cvi. 31; Rom. iv.3.) What we are
to understand by what is here snid
of Abrabam’s faith dees not seemn
to me very clear. That his faith
had regard merely to a numerous
seed,.is all, 1 imagive, that the pasg
suge will allow : i1t coutains no refd
ference whatever to Christ. I
deed, this is the view given of it I
8t, Paul himself ; for he wentigs
only the promise of a numefs
seed as its"object. Why a |
in a promise of this kind shot

not very-easy to be conceive
cept we consider thal the px
of fuith, as it regards the/
ness of God, is all thatdf
taken

In chapter xvii.
again to Abram, and
‘1 am the Alwighty G§
fore me, and be thou g§
then he repeats in pu
promises, and enlafid
He makes him a 1

his name into A
mises to be a Gl
his sced (pr ever ‘t)’“
gives him the lagR%
gives it “for aff
ston.” o
B
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.ment- of tliese promises, and to

* atford a visible proof that he would
fulfil them, he instituted the rite
of circumcision. In all these addi-
tions to the former promises, there
was nothing necessarily to lead
Abraham’s mind to Christ. God
had appeared to him at subsequent
periods ;- but there were no addi-
tions made to the promises—they
were, in substance,. the same, and
nearly in the same words.

There arein the New Testament
several passages which refer to
Abraham, and to the promises,
made to bim. ~Christ himself says,
that ¢ Abraham desired to see his
day, and that he saw it, and was
glad.” The day of Christ certain-
ly means the day of the Gospel;
and what view he had. of the day of
-the Gospel, is to be ascertained
best by examining the promises
with which le was favoured. He
was to have a seed—a numerous
seed. He was to have great bless-
ings for this seed, and his seed was
o convey blessings to all the fami-
jes of the earth,  All these things
e believed ; he saw with the eye
i faith, and the view was fully cal-
PAated to fill his heart with joy.
It he saw the means by which

gat he saw the channel through
(% they were to flow, is what
R mises, abstractedly consider-

Bnot lead us to believe; nor
vords of our Saviour re-

Rfon; but it is' what we
g nceto prove: we can-
AWkAny thing of the kind
ry of the transaction,
rt of the Old or the
™at. Indeed, we are
Nohy he was com#
fYm this severe task
%o assign any other
; Rise above

B, is a very generally re-’
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promises made to ABrahant and his

faith, are referred to: but as the
Apostle-does not speak so much of
the actual knowledge of Abraham,
as of the meaning of the promises
made to him, it is not necessary to
‘dwell particularly on his evidence.
There is, however, one passage
which must be noticed. In speak-
ing of the promises, he says,  that
they were not made to seeds, but to
seed ;” (Gal. iii. 16) ;—but we may
consider this *seed” to be the
mystical Christ, the whole church,
includingitsHeadand members, (see
1 Cor.xii.12);—that is, to a parti-
cular individual, which he explains
to be Christ. That God in making -
the promise had Christ in view is
plain ; ,but that Abraham under-
stood this is not so plain, nor does
the Apostle aflirm it to have been
so. Indeed, how could be under- .
stand it, without a further revela-
tion? The word ¢ seed ”is of an
ambiguous nature: it may mean a
whole progeny; it may mean a sin-
gle individual. The general tenor
of the promises is in favour of the
first sense; and in some parts of
them the other sense cannot be at-
tached to it. But that it fkaes the
other sense is now plain; because
an inspired Apostle has told us
so; and, having this clue, we can
readily explore the latent meaning
of those promises, which, though
doubtless known, generally speak-
ing, to be of a cheering aspect,
could .not be fully or correctly
undegstood even by the individual
himself to whom they were imme~
diately given.

The promises made to Isaac and
Jacob do not appear to throw any
new light on the question, .contain-
ing nothing that is more explicit or
particular, being for the most part"
in substance and words the same
with those made to Abraham

We come next to the pr(phecy
of Jacob on -his death-bed. He
speaks of some extraordinary per-
son that should proceed from Ju-
dah : ¢ The sceptre shall net de-
part Jrom Judah, nor a law-giver
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from bct&eeé'bis feet, until Shiloh
come: and unto him shall the ga-
thering of the “people-be.” (Gen.
xlix. 10.) In this prophecy there
is no idea conveyed, but that of a
Xing, whose dominion should be
very extensive, and whose name
should be * peace,” which is gene-
rally-considered as the meaaing of
the word Sbhiloh. There is no de-
cisive information as to the point
in haod from this prophecy, and
therefore it requires no remark.

After this we meet with no par-
ticular promise or prophecy till
we come to the time of Moses; who
speaks of a Prophet that God
should raise from his brethren like
unto himself. But as this does not
preseut to us any thing particular,
I shall pass it over without any ob-
servation,

David is the next person to whom
we may look for information. What
was said to him respecting the con-
tinuance and extent of his kingdom
did, no doubt, centre in Christ:
but that he understood it so, or
+ that there was any thing in the

promise or the prophecy respecting
his seed, which wmight fairly and
clearly lead him to consider the
person promised any thing more
than an earthly sovereign, is what
canaot, 1 think, be easily substan-
tiated.

Before we proceed farther, let
us endeavour to ascertain in what
light the promises and prophecies
that have been mentioned were
considered by the ancient Church.
With respect to the first promise,
we find no allusion whatever to it
in the Old Testament,” it being
vever brought forward to exhibit
the ground of their expectation as
to the Messiah that was to come,
But with regard to the promises
made to Abraham, there are several
allusigns to them ; which are to be
found, Rmong other places, in the
following : Gen. xxvii. 29; xxviii. 4;
Ex. xxxil. 18 ; Neh. ix. 7, 8; Psal,
cv, 8—11.4% Inall these pas-
sages, the promises are spoken of
s having regard only to temporal

' . [ ]
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blessings, in conjunction - with the
spiritual privileges that were to be
enjoyed in the possession of the
land of Canaan. They are not
alluded to in any way that may lead
us to conclude that the ancient be-
licvers considered them in the least
degree as having respect to any par-
ticular person.. The promises made
to David are often referred to in
the Psalms. But upon examina-
tion, they will be found, I think,
in no measure more explicit, or to'
contain any direct allusions to the
Messiah. Indeed, there is nothing
in the promises themselves, or in
the references made to them, that
lcads the mind at all to any single
person or individual of the stock of
David, but simply to his offspring
in general. To coufine the pro-
mises to a particular person of his
lincage was reserved for a future
revelation,

The Book of Psalgs is of pecu-
liar use in this inquiry ; for we
have in it the experience and the
views of “ the people of God” at §
that time of the Church. It con-
tains materials of various kinds i
prayers, praises, confessions of siyf
expressions of hope and confidencf¥
descriptions of character, wili
blessings and curses, lessons of
struction, and prophecies.
if the Church at that time uy¥%
stood the former promiscs AR
prophecies, as we generall RIS
gine they did, ow is it t/NeN
find no traces of them in th
gious exercises, in their |
for forgiveness, and in thiREN
testations of hope and g
in God? They appear
have approached God; ng#
a Mediator, or throughyy
ment, or in the name AMGH

* The following text sfi
this view : ¢ To him giy
phets witness, that thr.

ceive remission of sif .
But if we refer to G&
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but as 8 God of mercy; as one
who had graciously promised to
belp and save them; as oune on
whose loving-kindness and faithful-
ness they knew they might depend.
With regard to the prophecies of
this book, they are all of such cha-
racter as could not, without the
Gospel, be considered to have any
particular reference to a future
person: they are not so pointed,
explicit, and clear, as that they
counld of themselves lead toa belief
in bim of whom they speak ; though
to us who now possess a full infor-
mation on the subject, they appear
sufficiently decisive and particular,
What could the Jews understand
by the words, * Thou art my Sou,
this day bave I begotten thee,”
without knowing any thing of
Christ’s death and resurrection ?
1f they were to consider them in
connexion with the whole psalm,
they no doubt weuld have beeu led
to look upon them as figurative
expressions, describing the sudden
exultation of David. For the
whole chapter is occupied in shew-
{ing that God bad appointed a King
faver Sion, that the empire of this
)1 ing should be extensive, and that
e Qv s the duty of all to submlt to
gk, Respecting the other pro-
WBcies that speak of Clirist's hu-
htion and sufferings, they pos-
4 nothing in them that could
wrdled the Jews, in my opinion,
L‘,“f‘ !y them to their Messiah;
S {?‘ otherwise, they had the
3t’u) ¥ ce of contradicting every
;“ WM hat the former promises
heues were calculated to
of their expected King.
le prophecies were not
fypplied to him whom
Mught to expect, it was
"‘ bat they should con-
R intended ; especially

~

\? ¢ God with us,”

[Jan,
when it is taken in€d -the“account,
that they were delivered by per-
sous whose sufferings were typical
of those of our Saviour, and to
whom they were in an inferior de-
gree applicable, The true appli-
cation of these, and of most of the
prophecies tbat follow them, was
not understood till Christ himself
came into the world, and finished
the work of salvation,

When we advance to the next
prophecies, we shall fiud ourselves
surrounded by a much greater light
than ‘'we have as yet enjoyed, many
things being more particularly spe-
cified, and ‘several new things in-
troduced. The extraordinary birth
of Christ, the dignity of his per-
son, the extent of his empire, his
great humility, his wonderful mira-
cles, his severe conflict, his igno-
minious death, his triumph and
exaltation;—all these things are
very clearly described by the pro-
phet lsaial; who seems to' have
been favoured with greater disco-
veries than any othet individual,
But, at the same time, some farther
particulars were made known to his

. contemporaries, aud to those that

followed hiw, It was revealed to
Jeremialy, that the Brauch of David
should be calletl “ The Lord our
Righteousness.” The time of His
coming was specified to Daniel;,
to«ellxcr, as some suppose, with lus
vicarious death: but the passage
is considered as uncertain in ils
meaning, as appuars by our trans-
latqrs having supplied a marginal
reading which bears a very differ-
ent scnse. IHis birth-place was
pointed out to Micah. Zechariah
speaks of ‘“ a Shepherd ” who was
“the Lord’s fellow,” as one ex-
posed to the ravages of the sword.

And, lastly, Malachi writes, of the
Lord that was to come.to his tem-
ple, and of a “ Sun of Righteouss
ness”, that was to ““ rise with jeal.
ing in his wings.,” These are some
of the most prominent and express

‘particulars that are @ be found in

the Prophets. 'They, indaud, ap-
peag now tp usina very clear light:
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we evidenlly see that they all cen-
tre in Christ; for we have, as it
were, the sun above the horizon,
and every cloud is dispelled: we
behold at once the shadow and the
substance. But that they were un-
derstood, by the ancient people
of God, in the manner which is
generally thought, is not very evi-
dent, and will perhaps be rendered
more than doubtful by the {ollow-
ing observations.

First, Prophecy does not admit
of great particularity and distinct-
ness: it is necessary that it should
contain some diflicuity. This ne-
cessily arises from the nature of
God’s government ; for He acts at
all times in perfect consistency with
the freedom of his creature’s will,
accomplishing his own purposes
in a'world of evil, of opposition,
and of wickedness, without the
least infringement on the original
constitution of man. We are led
to conclude, that this was the in-
.tention of Heaven respecting the
prophecies concerning our Saviour,
by our Saviour’s own conduct on
several occasions during bLis life
time ; for we find him often charg-
ing those on whom he wrought
miracles, not to spread abroad his
fame. Had the prophecies been
very explicit and distinct, either
. the purposes of Heaven would have

been frustrated, or violence must .

bave been offered td the freedom
of man. This supposition is coun-
tenanced by what the Apostle de-
clares of the Jews, when sp - king
of the wisdom of God, what he
calls * the hidden wisdom of God,”
‘which, he says, * noune of the
princes of this world knew; for
bad they known it, they would not
have crucified the Lord of Glory.”
(1 Cor. ii. 8. See Acts xiii, 27.)
"But, secondly, The prophecies
when sgamined independently of
the Gospel, will be found to contain
many things that will appear very
" intricate. In the first place, their

connexion with other subjects in~’

volves fiem in great obscurity.
Awong many others, the prophney

‘na doubt, to convince afhRNNEEN

Faith of Old-Testamenl Believers. 7

of Isaiah concerning our Saviour's
birth of a virgin, is a proof of this
remark, What is said of Isaiab’s
own son, and what follows this
prophecy in the next verse, greatly
perplexed the reader; and, had it
not been for the Gospel, we conld
not easily have elicited from the
whole, one plain and intelligible
statement, Again, the abruptness
with which the prophecies were in-
troduced, and the circumstance of
their beiug not expressly and hy
nameapplied tothePersonexpected,
may be mentioned as great hinder-
ances in the way of understanding
them. That very remarkable pro-
phecy in the fifty-third of Isaiali,
s of this eharacter; the person
spoken of has no other name than
the Lord’s servant. It was probably
this circumstaoce that induced the
Eunuch, when reading a part of
this chapter, to ask Philip by say-
ing, I praythee, of whom speaketh
the prophet this? OF bimself or
of some other man 17 (Acts viii. 34.)

And, thirdly, We are allowed to
suppose by what St, Peter declares,
thut the Prophets themselves did
not always understand their own
prophecies; for he says, that, whe
they prophecied of the grace thafé
should come unto us, “they ng
nistered not unto themselves [N
unto us;"(1 Pet. 1.10—13);—wl
evidently shews that the sufferRias
of Christ were revealed unto 148N
yet that revelation was not intaqiihy
so much for their benefit \“‘Q
vantage, us for our’s, who liv/hpit
the Gospel dispensation ; i(iEOIFE

of the Divine mission ofXEe
and to establish them in (/%
his meritorious deathau

‘1 had at first intended gAY
the institutions of thet

believe, in thﬁ
Testament which
ancient believers @y
as ‘typical, as the
proof to maintain
I shall pass th

clude with a {4fig
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mation of the view that has been
given of the subject.

Letit be, in the first place, con-
sidered, that God, throughout the
whole of the Old Testament, points
out himself as the Object of Faith;
himself both generally as a werci-
ful, gracious,and forgiviug God,and
expressly as the portion and inheri-
tance of his people. Thus to Abra-
ham besaid : « [ am thy shield and
exceeding great reward.” Cuan we,
suppose that Abrabam looked to
the promised Seed for Divine ac-
ceptance, that he put bis confis
dence for salvation in the seed that
he was to have, and not in this
God, who thus engaged himself
for his defence, and promised to be
his portiou?  Though, no doubt,
this engagement was made by
Jehovah, with reference to the
wmediation of his Son, yet how could
Abraham know this by the words of
the promise? In all afier-commu-
nications » which God vouchsafed
to the offspring of Abrabam, he
directs their minds invariably, as far
as I can find, to himsclf asa gracious
snd forgiving God, as the sole’

ohject of their hope and conti-
dence, How did the great Jeliovah
Yeveal himself when he proclaimed
s own hame to Moses? Was it
(Y asa merciful and gracious God,
Papie that forgives iniquity, trans-
PRRsion, and sin?  He did not ex-
(X 1y manifest to him /iow he could
WRYs in consistency with his glo-
O erfections ; for ‘this wus re-
B8for a future time, the time in
ke sent down his own Son, as
B iation for our sins: which
R¥L. as the Apostle affirws, in
b declare (or manifest) his
x,,r?;p,- for the remission of
P &ere past, through the
$a} of God—to declare,”
(DAY at this thwe his righ-
Bt he might be just and
L him who believeth in
s l"i. 25, 26.) The con-
A 'J all tje Prophets,
| 'll" the rebellious and
At of Isracl and
this cffect:

Ll
q‘fh (Pt
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“ Return ye unto the Lord, and be
will have mercy upon you, and to
our God, for he will abundantly
pardon ;” without the least intima-
tion, I conceive, respecting the way
and the manner in which God exer~
cised his mercy.

Now, since God had thus mani- -
fested himself, since he at all times
pronounced forgiveness as an act of
hisown mercy; since he promised to
forgive sins for his own sake, with-
out expressly referring to an atone-
ment or propitiation; how was it
possible for the ancientsaints to un-
derstand their unexplained institu-
tions, their mysterious promises,and
their intricate prophecies,in a mau-
ner that seemed 1o militate agaionst
the most plain, simple, aud positive
declarations? What could be moré
explicit on the subjectof forgiveness
than what is said in these words by
the prophet Isaiab, with whichevery
thing said on the point, throughout
the writings of the Prophets, fully
coincides: “ ], even I, am He that
blotteth out thy transgressions for
mine own sake, and will nol remems-
ber thy sins.” (Isa. xliii, 25.)

If any persons be disposed to
think that their sacrifices were so
understood as to .teach them this
docirine of atonement, let him
peruse the first chapter of Isaiab,
and hie cannot but sce that what is
there said is calculated even to lead
them from such 4 view, and to teach
them that forgiveness is 4 free act
of God, independent of, and un-
coflnected with, the sacrifices.——
After declaring to the Jews how
offensive to him were their insin-
cere sacrifices and offerings, God
calls them to reason with him, iind
promjses that their sins, though like
scarlet, should be white as-snow; *
and though red like crimson, should
be white as wool: Throughout this

chapter sacrifices Seemn tahe dis-
regarded, and free forgiveness is
held out without any netification
of the way ian which it was to be
communicated. THE whole tenor |
of the Yifty-first Psalm seems to bear
the same. tendency., David prays
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for forgiveness, according to the
tender mercies of God ; and speaks
thus of sacrifices: ¢ For thou de-
sirest not sacrifice, else would 1 give
it; thou delightest not in burnt-
offerings. The .sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit : a broken and’a
contrite beart, O God, thou wilt not
despise.” (ver. 16, 17.)
-Secondly, In confirmation of this
view, we find that the Old-Testa-
ment saints invariably addressed
God in consistency with the repre-
sentation just given, and which he
appears to have made at all times
of himself. This fact evidently
proves that they followed his sim-
ple, plain, and unequivocal declara-
tions, and that they derived no ade-
quate; no certainr instruction from
the promises, propliecies, and insti-
tutions which God grauted them.

For if they understood them, if

they obtained from them a correct
and sure information respecting the
way in which God exercised his
mercy, they undoubtedly would
have asked forgiveness and sought
acceptance in the name and for the
sake of him whom they were ex:

pecting.  But all the prayers and'

addresses to God that ave to be
found in the Prophets, are invaria-
bly directed to the Almighty, ac.
cording to bis revealed character, as
one full of mercy and grace, without

. the least allusion, as far as [ can

+ siah, ‘
for. even those in the days of the
Prophets to see the necessity of a
propiGglory sacrifice, when they

ully and freely called to

to God, with the clearest
promises of gratuitous forgiveness
and acceptate 7 Nothing was re-
quired but a cowtrite heart aud
broken spirit. God appeared will-

were 80

&‘!urn un

see, to any Mediator, to any sacri-
fice or atoncment, ln thatremark-
able prayer of Daniel, which occurs
in chapter ix. of his book, these is
nothing to be seen thut may lead to
the supposition, that he had any
idea of the meaning of the sacri-
fices, or that he had the least notion
of the mediatorial oflice of the Mes-
Indeed, how was it possible
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f’aitlz of Old-Testament Believers,

" the *leastin the kingdy
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ing to receive them witliout any
ransom, without even mentioning
the necessity of one. With us now
it is very different : the way of for-
giveness is made known, the neces-
sity of a ransom bas been manifest-
ed, and Ile who is our peace has
appeared ;' and faith in him, in
him expressly and in particular, is
required, which was not the case,
as far as I can learn, prior to the
coming of Christ.

In the last place, To confirm the
view given of the subject, we may
collect some parliculars from the
Gospels, It is very evident, from
many things recorded iu the history
of our Saviour, that.eveo his own
disciples * for a loug tiwe liad no
idea of his atoning death, (SeeMatt,
xvi, 28 —23; DMark ix ‘}P’ 32
Luke xviii, 31—34.) ’T;-_ns very
clear that they did not understand
the nature, purpose, or intent of his
sufferings until afier his resurrec-
tion; until he himself explained
them the Scriptures, and shewe
them that it was necessary for hi
to sufter aud to die, ‘Thoungh the
believed him to be the Messiab, v
they did not see either the necessii
of the sacrifice or the purpose |
had in view in giving himselta r:
som for many. ‘What he said
them respectiug their asking bij
ings in his name, tends to estafh
the same truth: itevidently ppes
that they did not Lelieve in | ,\‘"

* It is by many supposed JB
disciples werd more in the dar Y
ing Christ (han even the Old- Y8
saints; but this suppositio wy
from having any evidence g
that it has the most cleg
against it. It'is said of N o
Saviour, that he * was wm -‘-M‘(;“’\P‘t
phet, and that among tEARY ‘h\i}'\\
born of women, there v“\\‘ﬁ;‘»gu;.‘
than Johw :” but notwi q&;'*\w r i
' \”‘;‘;‘\,“'.",\

greater than be,” (Matgl
disciples were no doy
of heaven, for they

preceded him,
wee Mats, xiii. 17

C
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a Mediator: *“ Hitherto,” he says,
¢ ye have asked uothmg in my
name; ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full.” (John
xvi. 24.) And what appears most
clearly to give us a correct idea of
the distinction between the Old-
Testament saints and_us under the
Gospel,is coutnined in these words:
“ Ye believe in God, believe also
in me.” (John xiv. 1.)
SCRUTATOR,

B et

No. CXXI.

1 John iii. 3.—And every man that
kath this kope in him, purificth
lnmse{f even as he is pure.

PERHAPS no greater mistake can
be made in religion than to suppose
that it consists on!y in u system of
apinions. The knowledge of truth
is doubtless for its own sake desira-
ble, even if it went only to inform
the mind ; and surely no truths can
be so interesting as those which
instruct us iu our relation to God,
nnd the concerns of a tuture world, |
But the rdigion of Jesus Christ is
itended not merely to inform and-
fistruct the mind, but te affect the
pre and reg,ulate the conduct,
is strikingly shewn in the
Iter from which the text is
1. The Apostle begius it with
st of admimtion at the love of

FAMILY SERMONS,
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Nvileges conferred on his peo-
ABehold what manner of love
er hath bestowed on us,

should be cilled the souns

It is an astonishing in-
condesccmion, which

, (: spects to us extendm"
'Ry through the realms
¢ Beloved, now
haNs of God, and it doth
r what we shall be.”
rd to a state which

vsurpassall the ima-

b

A

| upon even in
eing transported

.“t'y.u'j- |
e e
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at the view. But the child of God
does not regard these things merely
with joy ; he draws from them
powerful motives to practice; he
finds in them a holy influence to
preparehim for his high inheritance,
“ Lvery man that hath this hope in
him, purifieth himself even as he is
pure.”

In my further observations on this
passage, [ propose to consider—
first, The nature of this hope ; and
qvcondly, Its practical tendency and
eﬂlects.

The nature of this hope will
best be understood by referring to
the verse preceding the text. We
know that when he shall appear, we
shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is.” It is a persuasion
founded on the promises of Scrip-
ture, that we shall see God, and
shall therefore be. converted into
his imnage. We shall set him as he
is.  We now catch some glimpse of
him in bhis works of Creation, of
Providence, and Grace, and by the
eye of rdllll we darkly behold him;
but then ‘face to face; not as at a
distance but at hand- not as by
reflection, seeing as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, but the rays of
his majesty will ﬂmv direcily npon
us. There will be an end of faith,
for the Object of faith will be im-
mediately in view. The darkness
which now veils the ways of God~
will vanish. There will be no dan-
ger of error or mistake. We shall .
behold his perfections in perfect
bafmony with each other. Our
understandings will be elevated,
our facalties enlarged, and obJects
which at 1his day it "would be i inpos- .
slble for us to see aud live, we shall
view with open face, and rejoice in
the privilege. To sce God as he s,
implies not only the (,on!emplauon
of hig glory, but the enjoyment of
his presence. Our a us will
be in union with the will of God,
The delight of beholding his glory,
and admiring his gogduess, and ex- "
alting his praise, will swpass our:
highest expectations, and. amply
compensate for all the troubles and.
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distresses which the most afllicted

of his servants may' have endured

for his name,

But the chief ground of hope is
the likeness to God which will arise
from this view of him, and which
will then be the ornament of all his
children. Now in wbat does this
likeness consist? Some of the
attributes of the Almighty are in-
communicable to man, even in that
exalted state. Even the bighest
angels will siill be at an iwmwmea-
surable distance from an omniscient,
omnipresent, and omnipotent God.
But there are two points in which all
his people shall resemble him, and
without which they would not be
" qualified to enjoy him. These are
immortality and holiness.

In this stage of our being, we
appear only as creatures of u day,
‘and the most perishable objects
around us are fit emblems of our
mortal condition. But we descend
into the grave only to re-appear
with a eplumahsed Dody, free from
every taint and touch of mortality,
and suited for the everlasting habi-
“tation of the spirit that fills it. Not
te dwell .apon a point of resem-
blance to the Divine nature so
strongly pointed out in the New
Testament, it may be observed that
this hope of immortality is express-
ly stated in Scripture as peculiar to
the children of God. It belongs
to them as his children. The re-
surrection is called the manifesta-

“tions of the sons of God. « They
which shall be counted wortly to
obtain that world, and the resur-
rection from the dead, can die no
more, bul are equal to the angels,
and are the children of God, be-
ing the children of the resurrec-
tion.”

The second point in which we
shall be like him consists in the
purity of our souls. This may be
considercd as the great end of Reve-
lation, to present us holy and un-
blameable and unreproveable in

“the sight of @od. Al the informa.

tion wee possess concerning the
kingdom of leaven, tends to jm-
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press us with the idea of holiness.
Nothing that is polluted can enter
those mansions ‘of light. The So-
vereign,* the subjects, the inter-
course, the worship, the affections,
are all holy. The sons of God
never look forward to heaven, but
as a place where holiness is univer-
sal, the very efement in which they
are to live and move through all
eternity.  Strip the Christian of
this hope, and you deprive him of
the fairest of his prospects. Others
may desire heaven asaffording free-
dom from pain, as a place of re-
pose, while at the same time they
have no relish for the beauty of
holiness. To him it is especially
recommended by the nature of -its
enjoyments. Were it pdj,sllgle to be
admitted into paradise, gytl#o re-
tain at the same time thie cqfrup-
tions of the flesh—to possess the
security of the fund without any re-
semblance to his Saviout—he would
feel that this was not the heaven of
his expectations ; and, instead of
stretebing  forward (o it with a
hope full “of immortality, it wouyl
present 1o him a void which even’
immortality could never satisfy.
It is the peculiar excellence of this
hope that it looks to a state of up-
mixed purity, a resemblance to the
Divine nature, as far us the sphrit
of man is capable of it ; and, thfere-
fove, an unqualified enjoyreppt of
all the happiness the soul cam re-
ceive, or heaven impart, a phrtici-
pation with God in blessedh¢ss and
glory.
1. But we proceed 1o fconsider
the practical tendency of Yhis hope.
* Every man that hath fhis hope
in him, purifieth himseff even as
he is pure.”—The Apgstle is here
speaking of those who yvere thesons
of God, who by the Divine grace
bud been brought in'to fellowship
with him, and had - received the
Spirit of adoption. These, and
these alone, are influencéed by the
hope in question; and to them alone
docs the ptomise of the text apply.

.

That these stand in need of a {ur- ’

ther work of grace on the hieart than
C2 :
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1hey havealready experienced, will
be acknowledged by all who have
any right kuowledge of themselves
and of their high calling, What-,
ever be their attainments, they must
be conscious of much remaining
impurity; they will sce occasion
continually to lament their proue-,
ness to what is evil, and their aver-
sion to what is good. When the
Christian compares himself with
God’s holy law, be will find rea-
son to own with uunfeigned hu-
mility, that he bas not yet attained,
neither js slready perfect: that
there is within him a principle
of evil which checks him in his
spiritual course. Desirous as be
is of loving God with all his heart,
and soul,and strength, how greatly
is be impeded by the iove of the
world! How insensible does he
often find himself to the most affect-
ing considerations which even the
view of his Saviour can. suggest!
He desires to love his neighbour
as himself, but how many little hu-
tan passions take possession of his
‘mind !  What need has he to watch
agaiust dispositions utterly at vari-
auce with the spirit of Christian
charity! He is encouraged by ex-
coedingly * great and preciouns pro-
mides 2’ but how weak is his faith!
How little is he able to rely upon
theny, and to dismiss the fears which
assail him! 1le discovers by pain-
ful e \petience that ghere is a law
in his members warring against the
Jaw of Yhis mind, and bringing him
into captivity to the law of sin;
and till the time shall arrive when
all evil aftections are wortified, and
all things belongiug to the Spirit
do live and grow in him, when the
whole body of sin shall be destroy-
ed, he will have need to be con-
tiunally labouring after higher aud
higher degrees of purity and holi-
ness, I
But how is it possible, it may
be asked,’ that a .man can purify
bhimself? Are we not tadd in Scrip-
ture, that of ourselves we can do
nothing; that no man can bring a
clean thing out of au unclean; and

Fumily Sormons.—No, CXXI. On 1 John iii. 3.
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that the blood of Jesus Chfist alone
cleanseth us from «all sin? This
is undoubtedly true. It is the
Holy Spirit alone which works in
us both to will and to do, and yet
it is not Jess true, that in the sense
of the Apostle, we are to purify
ourselves, It is solely by the ope-
ration of the Holy Spirit, that the
principle of holiness is implanted
within us by the regeneration and
conversion of the soul to God, and
that the influence of that principle
is promoted as we continue to grow
in grace, We have no power of
ourselves, either previously 1o our
conversion, or in the several stages
of our Christian warfare, to doany
thingas of ourselves. Oursufficiency
is eotirely of God. But in reli-
ance on that heavenly aid, we are
encouraged and commanded to
make use of the means afforded,
and to exercise ourselves unto god-
liness, There is no warrant in the
" Bible for-expecting that the puri-
fying of the soul can advance, while
we remain indifferent to its pro-
gress. No exhortations are more,
earnest than those addressed to the
"followers of JesusChrist, beseeching
them by the mercies of God, by the
love of the Saviour, by all the bopes
and fears which can operate on the
heart, 10 he active, vigilant, coura-,
geous ; to add virtue to virtue, and
grace to grace; and, while depend-
ing continually on help from above,
to leave no means ubattempled
whicly may strengthen them in their
conflicts, and promote and secure
the salvation of their souls, ““ Work
out your own salvation with fear
and trembling ;” not as if we could
effect it by exertions of our owa,
but becanse we know, that if not
wanting to ourselves, the needful
help will not be withheld : “ for it
is God that worketh in you.” He
gives us the will, and. !e-ﬂﬂlpar'ts
also the power to live to his glory.
In aflirming, therefore, that every
man who hath this Jope in bhim,
purifieth himself, we detract no-
thing from the grace of God, no-
thibg from the eflicacy of the blood
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of Christ. We still affirm, that we
are accounted- righteous before
God, not for our own works or
deservings, but only through the
merits of the Saviour; and that
unless we come to the fountain open-
ed for sin and uncleanness, we must
remain impure and unholy for ever.
1t is the blood of Christ, applied
by fuith to the conscience, which
first washes away our transgres-
sions: it is this, which in every
period of our lives must cleanse us
from the defilement of sin. There
is no purifying without it. ft is
only by a continual application te
that fountain, that we can be clean-
sed from all filthiness both of flesh
and spirir, and can perfect holiness
in the fear of God.

But, what are we to understand
by this purifying, this perfecting
of lholiness? [s it possible that
we can ever be purified in the same
measure with God, or with Christ
our Saviour? The expression is
not to be taken in this absolute
sense; nor will any man that bath
this hope in him, so far mistake the
characier either of himself or his
Lordas to suppose so. The meaning
is, that we are to seck for the same
mind that was in Christ; that we
are fike him to be meek and lowly
iu heart; like him to be submissive to
the will of the Father, and obedient
in all things to. his pleasure; that
having the example of Christ be-
fore us, we should propose it as
our patiern, and perpetuzlly aim
at a growing conformity to® it;
never * satistied with that distant
likeness. to which we may have
attained, but going on unto perfec-
tion, and seeking by all possible
means to become more exact in our
resemblance of him, and more assi-
duous-in the imitation of his perfec-
tions, ‘

Sucheiesthe natural tendency and
effect of the Christian's hope. To
cousider it first in_its nature: It
is a gift of the Holy Spirit of God,
a specig} grace communicated to
ltim who is born from above by the
power of the Holy Ghost, “No
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other man is possessed of this hope,
It is of heavenly origin, and belongs
only to the childien of God. Like
all other graces of the Spirit, it hus
therefore in itself a purifving ef-
fect upon the mind. [t s usso-
ciated by the Apostle with faith
and charity; with faith, which
also is said to purily the heart; and
with charity, which is the fairest
reflection of the Divine nature, and
will survive when faith and hope
are no longer to be found. The
hope of heavenly glory, and (e love
and indulgence of sin, arefutterly
incompatible : they cannot exist
together. It is_by mortifying the
deeds of the body, by taking away
the domiunion of sin, that this hope
flourishes; and in proportion to
its vigour, will be its purifying, its
practical effect.

But, besides its influence as a
Christian grace, it suggests many
arguments which should induce us
to engage in the work of purifying
our heurts : our way to heaven, the
ohject of our hopes, is by the path
of holiness. The good wan looks
forward to a blessed immortality,
with au earnest desire to attain it;
and he knpws that those alone who
are pure in heart shall see God.
Will ke not then labour after this
purity?  Will not the very expec-
tation of future happiness, stimulate
him 10 pursue the course by which
aloue it can be obtained? . The
Apostle has waroed him, ** Be not
dgceeived ; God is not-mocked ; for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.” The husbandmen
does not expect to reap; without
casting seed into the ground, but
sows in hope of the barvest. So
the Christian knows thut he cannot
reap life everlasting without sowing
10 the Spirit.  If he adopt a con-
trary practice, it is plain that his
hope is delusive, and will eventually
perish, ST

Hope further animates the exer-
tions of the Christian in the way
of holivess, because this is also the
qualification for heaveu. Does he
expect an inheritance among the
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saints in light? He seeks to be
made meet for it. He endeavours
daily to approach nearer and nearer
to that likeness with which he
must be adorned at the last day;
and to put on more and more of
that spirit which is the spirit of
the blessed. ‘ Our conversation,”
saith the Apostle, ¢ is-in heaven.”
Even on earth we hold intercourse
with heaven, and are citizens of the
New Jerusalem. And who can
perceive the excellency of this
state, and the purity of those who
iubabit it, and not be induced to
watch over every corruption, with
a desire daily increasing for a full
conformity to the spirits of the
Just? _ ’

This hope will further invigorate
the Christian in the work of puri-
fying himself, even as Christ is
pure; because he is assured that
in proportion to his attainment of
holiness, will be the happiness of
a future state. Hence the Apostle
urges the Corinthians to be sted-
fast, immoveable, always abounding
jn the work of the Lord, forasmuch
‘as they kuew that their labour was
not in vain in the Lord. With the
same view we are often reminded
of the kind of reward which awaits
usy “ Whatsoever good any man
doeth,” the same shall he reccive
of the Lord.” ¢ Behold I come
quickly, to giveto every manaccord-
ing as his woirk shall be,” If it
be true that our qualifications for
heaver: depend on our present
attainments in grace and holiness,
it may be inferred that greater de-
grees of \holiness will be foilowed
by eorresponding felicity. Such
witl be the suggestions of hope
while it rests on the promiscs of
Scripture, and thus will it impel
us to increaﬁing diligence.

Hope will joperate in the same
way through N medium_of grau-

“tude. Ave wel enabled to rejoice
in hope of "the\glory of God? To
whom do we ow tl'xe privi!cge? To
God himself'; to 1
in the redemptiot of the world by
the death of his Son; and to, the
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influence of his grace on our hearts.
And shall we not testify our love
and gratitude by presenting our-
selves *a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable unto him?” Has he thus
blessed us, and given us the pros-
pect of still greater blessings, and
shall we not yield him the return of
obedience? Has he commanded
us to be holy 7 Has he graciously
condescended to point out the
means, and to aid us in the work,
and shall we neglect the duty ? A
duty of such high obligation, and
so intimately connected with all our
expectations of happiness 7= Shall
we lovk for the possession of his
glory, and yet disregard his pre-
cepts, and do despite to the Spirit
of his grace ? '

The hope of the Christian will
tend, lastly, to produce obedience ;
and it will have a mighty effect in
removing ditficulties, and imparting
confidence to the mind. Imagine
some earthly enterprize of labour
and peril; what could be so fatal
to exertion, as despair? What so
calculated to excite coirage and
animalion, as the persuasion of
success? This of itself enables
men to surmount -obstacles, which
would _else seem unsurmountable.
Apply this reasoning to-the Chris-
tian’s course, * 1 am persuaded
that nothing shall separate me from
the Jove of God in Christ Jesus my
Lord.” Will not the believer, up-
held by this conviction, having “ for
a lelmet the hope of salvation,”
andg gnarded by ¢ the shield of
faith,” be réady to face every dan-
ger, to contend even with ¢ prin-
cipalities and powers,” fearing no
evil? Though the waves of this.
world may roll with violence against
him, he has * an anchor of the soul
sure and stedfast.” He sees hefore
him the land of his desires, and he
presses on with vigour in the con-
fidence of attaining it. T¥¢ expects
{rials, but is assured of victory : he
believes, and is ¢ persuaded that he
shall receive the endeof his faith,
the salvation of his soul.”s -

} conclude tbese remarks with
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presenting to you this doctrine as
a test of your own state. Every
man, every man without exception,
who has within bim a well-ground-
ed hope—the hope of the Christian
—1is living in the daily mortification
of every sin and sinful affection,
and in the spirit of habitual obe-
dience 1o the will of God. DMany
are ready to represent their con-
dition as_good, because they bave
good . hopes, and have no doubts
and fears with respect to the future.
But all this may, and too often is,
mere delusion. There may be
much confidence without a serip-
tural ground of confidence; as there
may also be true humility of mind,
and true religion in the heart,
where hope is faint and languid.
The test of our state, after all, is
this: Are we labouring to purify
oursclves? Do the hopes of which
we speak excite us to grow in grace
and holiness? Do they coustrain
us to cultivate integrity of charac-
ter, simplicity of heart, long suffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, meckuess,
temperance? Do they lead us to
crucify the flesh with its affections
and lusts - Do they influence us
to lay aside every weight, und the
sin that most easily besets us?
Do they urge us to listen not to
the suggestions of our own wil),
but (o that of God? Do they
cause us to lament our past sins,
and vigilantly to guard against
them for the future? Are we care-
ful to avoid temptation 7 Are we di-
ligent in using the means of grace;
and, above all, are we fervent and
persevering in prayer, hat our re-
solutions may be strengthened and
our sols renewed? Do we put
away from us all bitterness, and
wrath, and auger, and clamour,
. and evil-speaking, and malice?
And are we daily pressing forward,
in reliX™™on the Spirit of God, to
farther advances in purity, to a
nearer conformity to the Divine
image? These are the tests by
which we must examine ourselves,
Religious profession and religious
talk prove nothing. Are we pari-
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fying ourselves even as Christ is
pure? If not, what is our hope?
Every man is thus employed who
has in him a right hope: and if
we are not thus employed it is a
proof that we are destitute of such
a hope. Is this an uncharitable
judgment? ltis the judgment of
the Disciple whom Jesus loved, or
rather of the Spirit of God, who
commanded him thus "to write.
May that Spirit restupon vs! May
e dwell in our hearts as a purify-
ing and sanctifying Spirit; that
being begotten again’ to a lively
bope, by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, we may be
kept by the power of God, through
faith unto eternal salvation! Amen,

b

Tothe Editor of th ¢ Christian Observer,

THE habit of profane swearing,
too common in this country, is not
peculiar to any people or to any
age. The Reformation from Popery
did indeed produce a great alter-
ation in the forms of the oaths
and interjections in common use ;
but it may be questioned how far
their frequency and daring impiety
have been diminished.

By men of cultivated wiuds,
profane swearing is, in geueral,
viewed with contempt, as the vice
of the vulgar of all ranks. By the
Chiristian, it is contemplated with
exlreme pain, as one of the fraits
of those dispositions which are
opposed to the law of God. Other«
attempt to palliate i1, as proceed-
ing * from no bad intention,” c\
as being the effect of a habit
which the individual cannot over-
come. But this, 1 thinlk, is merels
jesting with a serious subject: for
all the actions of a moral agent pro-
ceed from motives which are eithe:
good or bad ; and toaffirm, that they
may proceed from motives which are
indiffercnt, goes,in effect, to destroy
the impofant distinctions of right
and wrong, and, by consequence,
human responsibility, It is, in-
deed, quite absurd for any man,
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in the possession of his rational
faculties, to afirm that he cannot
refrain from the use of particular
expressions. '

That the disposition of mind
which leads to auny action in itself
good, is that which, in the judg-
ment of God, constitutes the qua-
Jity of that action, is willingly ad-
mitted. But if the thing performed
be in itself really bad, the best of
motives canuot justify it,” though
they may, perhaps, lessen the guilt
of the actor.—The disposition to
profane swearing geuerally pro-
ceeds from a wish to add a de-
gree of pompous consequence to
the words of the speaker, at the
expense of treating with levity
those names by which the Almighty
is known; and this for the pur-
pose of gratifying a pride which is
nlost unsuitable " to sinful man;
and which is directly opposed’ to
that spirit of humility which is en-
Jjoined in the Christian code,

On other occasions, such pro-
fanity accompanies menaces’ of re-
venge' or of injury, with a view fo
intimidate ; aud, possibly, seems
designed to convey the impression,
that he who anifests so little fear
nf God wil] have small regard for
Lis fellow . creatures.  In conversa-
tiop, it is frequently employed for
the, purpose of adding a kind of
spinit and emphasis to the ordinary
teros of speech, or of borrowed
impoytance to a series of vapid
remarks. But though the objcct
be nothing greater than the grati-
fication of this species of vaaity,
the means ewployed are not -on
that account divested of their ge-
nuine character, or the individual
freed from the charge of profanity,

But it is nof, | imagine, simply
an improper use of the names of
God, which constitutes the essence
of this crime; for the true inten-
tion of those who so employ them,
is, I conceive, to attach a fancied
consequence 1o their words, by
continually associating, with them,
tdeus of God; and these, frequently
recalled, and unaccompanied with
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any of those emotions of feverence
and love which are so justly due,
display the real disposition of
mind in the speaker. The guilt
of such conduct is therefore refer-
able to the heart: it may, indeed,
be susceptible of gradations of
magnitude from that of the most
daring impiety in those who know
that they do evil, to the thoughtless
profanity of the uniostructed. But
the nature of the crime is in all
cases the same—and ¢ The Lord
will not hold him guiltless that
taketh his name in vain.”

Those who wish to be considered
more respectable characters do not
indulge in the broader species of
profane oaths; but curtail them in
such a way as not to éxpress any
of the names of God, leaving these
to be wunderstood ; and by this
subterfuge contrive to indulge the
propeusity, while they compound
with their consciences, hoping to
escape the punishment. It would,
however, ,appear that these inter~
Jections are introduced into con-
versation from nearly the same
motives as proiane oaths; aml
however much the expressions em-
ployed may differ from each other,
yet,. in regard to the dispositions
of mind from which they proceed,
they are very much vpon a level.
‘The best remedy consists in the
cultivation of a Christian spiiit;
whereby the improper tendencies
of the mind will be gradually era-
dicated ;  self-importunce will be
diwinished ; and progress will be
made in the scieuce of self-com-
mand. | need notadd, that in pro-
portion as the individual learns thus
to adorn his profession of Christian-
ity by a conversation becoming the
Gospel, both himself and society
will reap the advantages of the im-
provement.

These remarks were_syggested
foy hearing reprehensible interjec-
tions at a friendly party; aud the
impression derived strength from
the persons concern®l being of the
softer sex, and persons,moreover,
gweatly averse to profanity in
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speech, svhen conveyed ia broader
terms than those which they them-
selves employed. It occurred to
me, that they and many others
might not have duly reflected on
the nature of swearing and pro-
fane interjections. ' If what bas
been stated be directly deduced
from the principles of Christianity,
those of. your readers wbo may
have been inattentive to the sub.
Jject, will not, it is hoped, be dis-
pleased with these free remarks,
or throw them aside as including
any degree of over-refinement, till
they have attentively cousidered
the doctrine of Scripture in regard
to what has been advanced.

E.

eI S trnere
3

Tothe Editor of the Christian Observer.

Tuk following passage from the
Rev, Mr. Scott's Commeitary ap-
pears to me to stand in opposition
to a well-known argument 1n Bisbop
Butler’s Analogy. The passage is
part of the note on Revelations,
ohap. ii. ver. 2—5.

¢ ¢ Thereis some dilfficulty in con-

ceiving how the persevering dili--

gence and paticnce of this church,
could consist with that abdtement
in love with which it it is charged.
But observation and experience
combine to prove, that in many in-
stances, while the affections are
lively and fervent, men engage
zealously in services, and form

habits of exertion, self-deunialg pa--

tience, and. courageous disregard
to the opposition and reproaches
of men, ia which, as to the outward
conduct at least, they persevere
from various molives, and often
conscientiously ; though it is la-
meatably true,and they knowit, that
their hearts are not so thorough-

ly engagt&in what they do as they

once were,
© ¢« Many are well aware, that
this is their case; they have zeal
enough to re®ain them ia their for-
mer coufse of active service, which
-is' become habitual, and in sgme
CHRIST, OpsERY. No, 205,
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circles creditable, to them: but
had they not been more ¢fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord,’ in for-
mer days, those habits would never
have been formed, those services
had neveg been engaged in. .Per-
haps most Christians are too apt to
take encouragement from such dili-
gence, and to silence the remon-
strances of their conscicnces by it;
but it is plain, that our Saviour
and Judge considers this as a very
criminal state of heart and con.
duct.”

The part of the Bishop’s work
to which T refer is the fifth chap-
ter of the first part. As the pas-
sages are long, and the work easily
accessible, I need not quote them.
It is, I thiok, abundantly evident,
that the venerable commentator
considers that state of the mind
which the Bishop appears to repre-
seut as both natural and innocent,
to be both unnatural and ecrimi-
nal, I will not myself veniure
uponany extended observalious on
the passages: but I will presume
Jjust to remark, that with regard to
active benevelence, I do not see
how the habit can belong continued
without a perennial spring of pity,
or else by its receiving accessions
of strength and a new impulse from
some other motive; such as self-
righteousness, a proud regard to
character, &c. :

My query is, Are the two pas-
sages at variance ? And if they be,
which opinion is correct ; that of the
Bishop, or” of the jusily revered
commentator? .

' J. M.W.

eSO ——

To the Editor of the Christian Observer.,

I~ the whole of St. Paul's Epistles,
in bis various modes of reasoning,
and illustration, anid address, we
perceive a mind raised far above

-the ordinary eflorts of human wis-

dom and eloquence. Feeling, as

he did, th® eternal and infinite im-

portance of his subject, attached to

his Redeemer by the most .power-
D .
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ful and sacred ties, deeply concern-
ed for the souls of his perishing
fellow-creatures, and considering
his message as one which in-
volved their greatest, best, and
immortal interests, he spared far
above the vanities which distin-
guished the philosophers of Gireece
and Rome, and which were so
greatly admired by many of those
to whom he was writing. His piind
was engrossed with one vast and
overpowering object ; and to bring
that object forward boldly .and
strongly, unfettered by vain phi-
.losophy and human excellency of
speech, was his great studyand de-
sire. How well he succeeded, his
writings testify. The sin and guilt
of man, the love of God, the grace
, of Christ, the work of the Spirit,
the privileges and the duties of the
believer, the vanity of éarth, and the
glories of heaven, appear through-
out his Epistles, Nothing inferior
to the all important concerns of
the soul seemed to him worth
his attention, Thongh wise and
learned and eloquent, he render-
ed every thing infinitely subordi-
nate to the Cross of Christ; he
knew nothing but this; he aflected
not the language or the philosophy
of the schools ; to declare what he
emphatically calls ¢ the testimony
of God,” was his sole and undivid-
ed object; an object to which he
sacrificed his ease and comfort, his
health and. reputation, and, at
length, his life itself..

From the example of such an
bhumble and devoted Apostle and
follower of the Redeemer, both the
Christian minister and the private
Christian, in every age, may learn
many most important lessons, In-
deed,he himself has invited us to be-
core followers of Bim, * as be also
followed Christ ;” and what were his
doctrines,and what was his conduct,
we may learn from his own words :
¢ And I, brethren,” said he, “ when
¥ came to you, came not with ex-
cellency of speecl, orof wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony
of Gud; for I determined not to

On the Dalermination and Conduct of St. Paul.
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know any thing among yeu, save
Jesus Christ and him crucified.
And I was with you in weakness,
and in fear,and in much trembling.”
1 Cor. ii.1—3.

~ This declaration instructs us;
first, as to what doctrines St, Paut
taught; secondly, as to the con-
duct which he exhibited.

First, The doctrines which he
taught,—The original commission
given to the Apostles was to “ go
into all the world, and preach THER
GosPLL to every creature.” The
precice nature of this ¢ Gospel”
was more particularly explained
in St. Paul’'s own commission, by
which he was authorized “ to dpen
men’s eyes, and to turb them from
darkness to light, and from' the
power of Satan -unto God; that
they might obtain forgiveness of
sins, and an inheritance among
them that are sanctified, through
faith that is in Christ.” IHereare
included the various though in-
separable doctrines, of Diviue illu-
mination —¢ to open the eyes;”
conversion—* to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God;” par-
don-~* that they might obtain for- .
giveness of sins;” glorification—
‘¢ an inheritance among them that
are sanctified,” which Jast expres-
sion poiots out also the meetness for
Jheaven, namely, ‘¢ sanctification,”
added to  faith in Christ,” which
is the instrument of uniting us
to' the Redeemer and making us
'paréakers of the blessings which
he died to purchase. The whole
of this, and, indeed, the whole
Gospel, St. Paul briefly includes
under the emphatic expression,
“ Jesus Christ and him crucified ;”
for Christ being the sum and sub-~
stance of the “Gospel, to preach
Him is to exhibit all that is npe-
cessary for the salvation gne hap-
piness of man; and tihs, not by
merely repeating his holy name, or
.dwelling on a few disjointed parts
of his doctrines or pi®cepts, but by
taking the whole scheme®of Chris-
liegrity in all its bearings and re-



1819.]

sults; tracing its effects 'in the
conversion of the sinner, and the
growth and saunctification of the
believer. St. Paul himself defines

_ the Gospel to be “the power of God

to salvation unto every one that
believeth,” This is a large and
interesting range; . and we may
cousider the Apostle as “ determin.
ing to kuow nothing” but what
tended to clucidate or enforce the
doctrine of salvation by faith in
Christ. He might bave brought
forward a more palatable system
of doctrine, or a more smooth and

* easy plan of conduct; he might

with the Antinomian have preached
faith without holiness, or with the
legalist have descanted’ upon good
works, or holiness, where .there is
no true faith to produce them;
but this and similar conduct would
have been far below his exalted
commission. His message was of
a* much higher natyre; and in de-
livering it his preaching was *‘ not

with enticing words of man’s wis.

dom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and' in power.”
To be, however, a little more
articular : the doctrine which the

" Apostle taught, and which he de-
"notes under the expression of “Jesus

Christ and him crucified,” may be
counsideredasincluding three points;
—the nature of God; the guilt and
helplessness of man; and the me-
thod of salvation by faith in the
Redeemer.

The Apostle, then, in the first
place, taught the nature of God.
He exhibits him as a Trinity in
Unity, and Unity in ‘Trinity, endued
with every possible excellence and
perfection. Ile points* out the
Father as giving the Son for the
sins of men, the Son as undertak-

"ing the momentous office, and the

Holy Ghost as effecting the en-
lightenipy, the conversion, and the
sanctification of the Christian.

He further taught the guilt and
helplessness of man; that by na-
ture and practice we are at emnity
with Gad, children of wrath and
heirs of destruction, Ile sheved

On the Determination and Conduel of St. Faul.
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our natural inability to recover
ourselves under this awful condi-
tion, and the need of an adequate
remedy. He explained in what
manner we had broken God’s
law; how impossible it was to be
saved by it, and the necessity of
another and a betler covenant,
by which life and immortality are
secured to the pehitent transgres-
sor, through faith in the death and
merits of the Redeemer.

This third and last was bis
daily and hourly theme: on this
he delighted to expatiate. Begin
where he would, he ended here;
digress as oflen as he might, he
returned hither. The person, the
oftices, the love, the grace, tlie
unchaugeableness of the Saviour

were the unfailing and beloved.

subjects of all his Epistles. \Whea
speaking on these topics, and their
connexion with the hopes, the pri-
vileges, and enjoymeuts of ile
believer, he seemed to rise above
mortality—language sank’exhuust-
ed and ‘unable to express his su- -
blime feelings and conceptions,
¢ God reconeiled in Christ, not
imputing our trespasses unto us,”
was a subject so lofty, so interest-
ing, so unspeakable, .that touch
when and how he might upon it,
bis whole soul became instantly
absolved in wonder and gratitude,
It was a mystery so profound, yet so
heavenly; so wise, yet so merciful ;
that he seemed as though he could
never think of it with sufficient
admiration, or preach it with suf-
ficient zeal and fervour, e seems
to pass by-a thousand other topics
to give way to the full expression”

.of his love.and wouder upon this,

It was not merely or even chiefly-
Christ  triumphant, but Christ
¢ crucified,” that he *“ determined
to know.” It was *“the cross” in
which he determined to glory—
liere was his hope, his joy, his all,
Heve he tauglit men cvery holy
and practical part of the Christian’s
character, “as well as the doctrinal
method of pardon and justification.
Hither he pointed as an argument
b3 .
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for h‘;lmility; hence he derived
the duty of patience and forbear-
ance; from ihis he brought the
. most touching incitements to love
and charity. He needed mnot to
know any thing but this, for the
salvation or the happiness of the
souls committed to his charge.
Witk this his preaching, whatever
it might be in other respects, was
¢ a savour of life unto lite ;” with-
out it, with all the philosophy and
eloquence of the Corinthians, to
whom bhe was writing, he had
been but as a “sounding brass
and a tiokling cymbal,” And,
indeed, what was there so worthy
of universal acceplation as this?
a Saviour crucified! the Son of
God incarnate! the High and
LoftyOne that inhabiteth eternity
submitting, by his union with hu-
man nature, to become “a Man
of sorrows and acquainted with
griefs;” life exchanged for death;
bliss for woe; glory for shame ;
the throne of heaven for a manger;
a diadem of eternal -wajesty for a
crown of thorns ; and all this for us
—for fallen and rebellious man;
for those who had done despite to
the Spirit of bis grace, and trodden,
as it were, his richest mercies be-
neath their fecet! Oh the height,
and breadth, and length, and depth
of the love of God, exhibited in the
Cross of Christ! Well might the
Apostle determine to know nothing
else amongst men! Well might
he think it a happiness and honcur’
1o spend and be spent in such a
service! Knowing, therefore, in
whom he had believed, feeling the
grace and power of Christ in his
own case, he preaclied the same
Almighty - Saviour to his fellow-
men, exhorting the sinner to re-
pent ; the penitent to believe; the
believer to maiatain good works.
We may illustrate the subject
negaiively. 1If, for instance, St.
Paul  had represented mankind
otherwise than fallen and cor-
rupt, be would not have preached
Clirist; for thus the atonement of
Christ whould have been rendered

On the Determination and Conduct of St. Paul,
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superfluous and unnecessary. —
If, again, he had taught that the
natural man may turn to God and
be converted and live, and the

_sanctification of the believer be

effected simply by human power or
human agency, or in any other way
than by the grace and power of
God, * giving us the will, and
working with us when we have the
will,” he would NoT bhave preached-.
Christ, for one especial blessing
purchased for us by the Cross of the
Redeemer was the gift of the Holy
Spirit, as an Enlightener and a
Sanctifier, without whom no good
word can be spoken, no good ac-
tion be wrought, )

If he had instructed his hearers
to rely partly -upon grace, and
partly upon good works; to look
partly to their own merits, and
partly to the merits of the Re-
deemer to make up for their
deficiences ; he¢ would not have
preached Christ: for ¢ if salvation
be of grace, it is no longer of works;
and if of -works, it is no longer
grace.” A

If be had denied the necessity of
that divinely imnplanted - holiness
without which no man shall see
not have
preached Christ; for Christ died
expressly * to redeem to himself
a holy people, zealous of good
works.”

If, in short, he had contented
himself with shewing the evidences
of Christianity, or had confined his *
attention to the externals of re-
ligion, or had inculcated only the
virtues and duties of a moral life,
he could not be said to have faith-
fully preached Christ, or have ex-
pected that his ministry would be
blessed by the Great Head of the
church to the conversion of sinners,
and the comfort, instruction, and
correction of the believer,, -

Having thus briefly louched
upon the doctrines which St. Paul
taught, I propose to examine,

Secondly, The concact which he
exhibited,’ .

( To be continued, ) :
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MISCELLANEOUS.

. R

For the Christian Observer.
ESSAYS ON THE TASK,

No. IIIL,

Ir we investigate the sources
whence the popularity of the
Task has arisen, I think we must
attribute it chiefly to the author’s
minute and correct delineation of
those domestic scenes and private
feclings with which every oue is
familiar, and of which the open-
ing of this book affords so ex-
quisite aspecimen. Those who
reside at a distaonce from the me-
tropolis will not think that it con-
fers undue importaice on an event
which seldom fails to ‘produce a
counsiderable sensation in a retired
family—the arrival of the post, and
the opening of the newspaper,
Newspapers in other countries
seem to belong to the government,
and are considered as the means
of conveying its sentiments to the
people at large. But bere the
people claim a property in them,
and by them usually intimate with
sufficient plainness the opinions
they eantertain of public men and
public measures. There is an inte~
rest excited in the minds of the
people by these discussions which
renders newspapers a lusury to all
classes, while the general informa-
tion which tbey diffuse produc~s a
very considerable effect upon the
national character. Widely as these
vehicles of intelligence have been
circulated, and coming honic as
they do to the bosoms and business
of so many, we have here, I believe,
the first poetical descriplion of the
interest which they excite: and it
appears to have given so much
¢ con amore,” that 1 suspett we owe
it entirely to the pleasure which
Cooper himself derived from this
¢ four-paged -lolio.” I read John-
son’s preihces every night, except
when the newspaper calls me aff,

At a time like the present, what
author can stand in compelition
with a newspaper—or who that has
a spark of patriotism, does not point
all his attention to the present cri-
sis1” (Hayley's Life, vol. IL. p. 182.)
“ I will not apologize for my poli-
tics, or suspect them of error, merely
because they are taken up from the
newspapers, [ take it for granted,.
that those reporters of the wisdom
of our representatives are tolerably
correct and faithful, Were they
not, and were they guilty of fre-
quent and gross misrepresentation,
assuredly they would be chastised

"by the rod of parliamentary criti-

cism. Could I be present at the
debates, I should indeed have a
better, opinion of my documents.
But if the House of Commons be
the best school of British politics,
which I think an undeniable asser-
tion, then he that reads what passes
there has opportunities of informa-~
tion, inferior only to those who hear
for themselves, and can be present
upon the spot.” (Vol. 1. p. 178.)

The passage’ descriptive of the
pleasure ‘which results from a view
of the world at a safe distance
contains many beauties. Iis pria-
cipal features way be traced to the
opening of the second book of Lu.
cretius, which has been quoted ina
former essay; while it has again in
its turn suggested the train of ideas
in a similar description of retire-
meunt, by a worthy disciple of Cow-
per’s school. '

¢ Sauve magno mari, turbantibnsquora
ventis * :

E terra ingentem altenus spectare la-
borem. ‘

Non quia vexari quemquam est jucunda
volaptas, :

Sed quibus ipse malis careas, quia cere
nere sauve est.

Sauve ectiam belli, certamina magna
tueri '

Per campos instructa, tua sine parie
pericli

Sed nibil est dulcius,” &c,
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In *“The Sabbath,” the retired man

% Never longs to vead the saddening tale
Of endless wars, and scldom does he
* . hear . . ‘
The tale of woe : and ere it'reaches
‘him, ’
. Rumour, 30 loud when new, has died
away -
Into a whisper, on'the memory borne
Of casual traveller ;—as on the deep
Far from the sight of land, when all
around
Is waveless calm, the sudden tremu-
Jous swell
That gently heaves the ship, tells, as
it rolls,
Of earthquakes dread, and cities over-
thrown.”
Second Edit. pp. 67, 58.

« Tis pleasant thro’ the loop-holes of

retreat .

To peep at such a world; to see the .
stir

Of the great Babel, and not fecl the
crowd ;

To hear the roar she sends thro’ all
her gates '

At a safe distance, where the dying
sound )

Falls a soft murmur on th’ uninjurd
ear.

e = « « « = Iseemadvanced’
To some secure and more than mortal
height,
‘Which liberatés and exempts me from
them all.”

It has been .already remarked,
that during the winter of 1782,
Cooke’s Voyages were produced’
each evening in the family circle,
when  the poet’s or the bistorian’s
page, by dne made vocal for the
amusement of the rest............ be-
guiled the night.” And here we
have it in our power to compare
his poetical and his prose descrip-
tions of the manner in which he was
affected by these interesting narra-
tives, o
“ . - - « < Itread his deck,
Ascend his top.mast, thro’ his piercing
, v eyes
Discover countries, with a kindred

heart
Suffer his woes, and share in his escapes,
While Fancy, like the finger of a clock,
Runs the great circuit, and 'is still at
home.”

“ I am much obliged to you for
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the Voyages which ¥ receiVed, and
began to read Jast njght. My ima-
gination is so captivated upon these
occasions, that I seem to partake
with the navigators in all the dan-
gers they encountered. I Jose my
anchor ; my main-sail is rent into
shreds; Ykill a shark, and by signs
converse with a Patagonian, and all
this without moving from the fire-
side. The principal fruits of these
circuits which have been made
round the globe seem likely to be
the’ amusement of those that staid
at home.” (Vol. II. p. 127.)

The address to Winter affords me
an opportunity of directing the
reader’s atteution to-the boldness
of Cowper’s poetical personifica-
tions, The classical poets of anti-
quity regarded this as one of the
highest embellishments of  which
heroic poetry was susceptible.—
Homer’s Discord, Virgil's Fame,
and Ovid’s Famine, are too well
known to require a more distinct
notice; but it will be found, on
examination, that Cowper yields to
none in the judgment which lfe dis-
plays in the equipment of those
ideal personages which adorn his
pages. What can be more expres-
sive than his description of the

Almighty cutting off the supplies ’

of human food.
¢ He calls for famine -

This passage, which I deferred
noticing in a former essay, has all
the boldness of oriental imagery.
¢ Canst thou send lightnings, that
they may go and say unto thee,
Here we are?” (Job xxxviii. 35.)
And the call is auswered in a man-
ner perfectly suited to the character
of the being swinmoned,

¢ Aud the meagre fiend o

Blows mildew from between his shri.
vell'd lips,

And taints the golden ear.”

In the same style, he % bestowed
on Winter, as ruler of tlie “inverted
year,” a sceptre and a car superior
to any thing which ®lassic poetry
has given him; and Lt appears
inea costume §o picturesque and
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appropriate, that we cannot Lelp
exclaiming, ¢ Is winter hideousina
garb like this 77" The description of
a winter’s evening spent in reading
to ladies at their work, is a favourite
in every family circle ; but our inte-
rest init is considerably heightened
when we learn ‘that it is an exact
copy of what his own retired dwell-
ing exhibited daring the period at
which the Task was composed.—
“ 1 see the winter approaching
without much concern, tliough a
passionate lover of fine weather and
the pleasant scenes of summer; but
the long evenings have their com-
forts too, and there is hardly to be
found upon earth, 1 suppose, so
snug a creature as an Englishinan
by his fireside in the. winter. I
mean, however, an Englishman who
lives in the country; for in London

it is not very easy to avoid iutrusion. .

1 have twe ladies to read to, some-
times more, but never less—at pre-
sent we are circumnavigating the
globe.” (p. 132.)

From the enjoyments of his own
ﬁresi@e, hie adverts with benevolent
sympathy to the situation of . less
favoured men, doomed °¢ to" Lear
the bruntof thetempestuous night.”
A judicious writer will always indi.
vidualize, as much as possible, his
descriptions of human misery: he
therefore withdraws his view from
distant and unknown sufferers, and
fixes it upon a single family, ¢ poor,
yet industrions, modest, quiet,

neat;” and he dwells vpon their’

persevering fortitude amid poverty
and privations with such accuracy
both of feeling and expression, that
.we may rest asstired the portrait is
from nature,. and that some poor
family at Olney furnished him with
it. Indeed, we have an intimation to
this etfect, in the promise that relief
should be afforded from the bounty
of him ;who, *“.when the distant
poor neea -help, denies them no-
thing but his name.” This name is
not now wnknown, and, by the pub-
lic voice, ha. long been associated
, with every action cxpressive of a
liberal and beneficent mind, T'o
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eulogise such a man is unneces-
sary; and it would be presumptuous
in a stranger to offer any acknow-
ledgments to that family whose
patronage of Newton and Bu-
chanan, not to mention other va-
luable names, has conferred a
lasting benefit on the Christian
world, .

As a contrast to the foregoing
picture, we are made acquainted
with thie occupations of those to
whom a winter’s evening is the sea-
son for plundering and petty thefts.
The vices of the poor might be
deemed a topic little suited to the
diguity of poetry, had not Cowper
and Crabbe taught us that they may
be wrought into subjects not devoid
of interest, aud not unfavourable to
the display of ingenuity., From the
petty plunderer we are led by an
obvious and natural transition to
the country ale-house ;. and though
‘this passage contains much of the
mock heroic, it is expressed with
such true feeling, that it is hardly
perceptible. The mind, arrested by
the truth of the picture, thiuks not
of examining the colours by which
it is delineated.

After assembling a group, such
as every village aifords, describing
these occupations, and making us
fancy that we almost hear their
noise, he completes the scene by
perching Discord on the sign post,
and allotting to her the poetical
occupation of balancing the fate
of the combatants: her scales are
indeed indecisive, and their, poise
eternal, for the argumentations of
drunken clowns can never be sup-
posed to terminate in decisive vic-
tory. On another occasion,Cowper
has shewu how faithfully be could
copy Hogartl's comic sketch; and
here he has exhibited the counter-
part of the drinking boors of the
Flemish school of painting, which
will not suffer by comparison with
that passage alluded to above, -
upon which Hayley has passed
such high eéhcomiums. :

Although I must agree with our
poet in lamenting ‘the increasing
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depravity of the lower orders, (aw-
fully increased since he wrote), I
would not by any. meaus ascribe it
to the samecauses; namely, the non-
residence of the land-owners, the
inaclivity or partiality of the magis-
trates,and,above all, the deteriorat-
ing effects which a service in the
militia is calculated to produce
upon the morals of a ‘country lad ;
but rather to the increased circu-
lation of wealith, the enlargement
of commerce, and the correspond-
ing extension of manufactures; all
of . .which, however desirable in
themselves, must, in the present
imperfect state of human nature,
involve consequences which are,
generally speaking, inimical to the
morals of 2 community. Nor must
we conceal- the fact, that the ope-
ration of the poor laws, has, in the
Jast few years, diminished much of
Ahat feeling among the peasantry
for which the Olney poor family
were so distinguished :

¢ Choosing rather far

A dry and independent crust, lhan to
-endure

The rugged frowns and ibsolent re-
bukes .

Of knaves in office, partial in the work

Of distribution.”

All these causes have been in’

combined and constant operation
for a series of years; and though
their bad effects may be increased,
or rather, though their evil ten-
dencies be rot checked by what
Cowper laments, yet it is to this
quarter we must trace the evils
under which the public continue
to suffer. However, 45 much has
been dope‘and is doing to coun-
teract thiese unbappy results, may
we not hope, that fulure gene-
rations will either experience the
efficiency of our Education So-
cieties,. our Savings Banks, and
our Prison Reforms, -or else will
devise some more successfal ex-
pedients?

The transformation of a recruit
is so happily described,that we might
- suppose the duthor to have been a
-consiant attendant ou drill, or had
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frequently witnessed the evolutions
of the aukward squad. 1Tt is an-
other striking proof of the minute-
ness of Lis attention to scenes and
circumsfances which escape the
view of a common observer.

¢ Man in society is like a flower
Blown in its native bed: ’tis there
alone :
His faculties, expanded in full bloom,
Shine out ; there only reach their proper
use.
But man, associated and ,lcagued with
" man
By regal warrant, or self joined by bond
For interest sake, or swarming into
clauns,
Bencath one Tiead, for purposes of war,
Like flowers selected from the rest, and
bound .
And bundied close to ﬁll some crouded
vase, ‘
Fades rapidly, and, by compression
marred,
Contracts defilement not to he endured.”

This passage contains a just sen.
timent, which is illustrated by a

" most appropriate simile, and, tdken

all together, it will bear the closest
critical investigation. What #ollows
has not equal claim toapprobalior.
Cowper’s representations of the
East India Company were, no

"doubt, in point of fact, far from

being founded; but in truth we
cannot suppose that a sequestered
individual like him, wlose infor-
mation was probably derived from
a newspaper, or whose ideas of
East India politics were formed
from Burke’s speeches, could be a
cothpetent judge of the views and
policy of so great a trading com-
pany.

How many of Cowper’s readers
have recognised their own senti-
ments in these lines!

%1 never framed a wish or formed a
plan .
That flattered me with hopes of earthly
'bllss m
But there 1 laid the scene.”

And there are few of his poetical
brethren who mightenot say :

~——f% Rural too*
The first-born efforts of my rural'muse.”
L]
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‘One of them, who stjles himself
ruris amator, has long since noticed
the love of the country exibited
by the inhabitants of cities, who
eagerly cultivate whatever will ve.
getate within their precincts,
¢ Nempe inter varias nutritur sylva

columnas;’
Laudaturque domnus, longes qua pros-
picit agros,”—HoR.

After enlarging upon these hints
furoishied by an author who seems
a favourite, Cowper closes this
book by another eulogium on the
comforts and blessings of a retired’
country life. {f any apology be re-
quired for the iairoduction of -a
topic so often dwelt upon, I must
recur to his own words:
whole has .one tendepey; to dis-
countenance the modern enthasiasm
after a London life, and to recom-
mend rural ease and leisure, as
friendly to the eause of piety and
virtue.” (Vol. 1. p. 260.) 'T'he con-
cluding lines recal our attention
to Horace, who, contrasting his
situation with that of one possessed
of what man has always valued—.
wealth, says of himself;

— ¢ Mihi parva rura, et
Spiritur Graiz tenuem Camepze
Parca noun mendax dedit, et malignpm

Spernere volgus.” Car. lib. ii. 16.

4 »
( Te be continned.)

B . e
To the Editoraofthe Christian Obsercer,

HAVING from my youth been edu-
" cated in those principles of religion
which, at the present day, are cail-
ed orthodox, in contradistinction
to the system which is called evan-
gelical, my reading bas been gene-
rally coufined to such writings in
divinity as may be said 10 have the
orthodox stamp upon .them. The
wotks ofialvin, I need not say,
have been no part of my study:
and yet I own ] never could believe
that his massy.volumes are all filled
with the trash which some persons
wvould wish us te think ; for, if so,
he would uever, 1 imagine, have
CHRIST, OBSERV, No, 205,
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acquired from aay descriplion of
persous, the estimation in-which
his opinions are held by many.

I procured a pamphlet the other
day, eutitled ‘* Considerations on
the probable Effects of the Oppo-
sition of the Orthodox Clergy to
their Evangelicel Brethren.” I read
this pamphlet without scruple, as
it was said to he < by an erthodox
Clergyman;” and orthodox it cer-
tajnly is. Now having some cu-
riosity to know the opinion which*
orthodox people had of the merits
of Calvin, I was pleased to find
somewhat of an answer in the fol-
lowing passage:—*“It may be worth
our while to consider, for a mo-
ment, who the persou was that is
supposed to have plunged the
searcliers ufter truth juto these
depths of heresy and delasion.
To hear some persons talk, we
should be led to  imagine that he
was an ignorant favatic, whose
employment was to go about per~
verting the understandings of the
waltitude, and corrupting their
merals. We can hardly discern
here the man whom even Arch-
bishopLaud calls the wise and learn-
ed Calvin, whom the judicious
Hooker styles ¢ incomparably the .
wisest man that the French Church
did enjoy, since it enjoyed him;jy
whom, moreover, ecclesiasticaji
‘history records as the ¢ famor
Calvin,” as the man whose extefy.
sive genius, flowing eloquerjce,
immense learning, extraordirpary
penetration, indefatigable indugsry,
and fervent piety, placed l?un at

the head of the Reformersy — as
the man whose genius, leairning,
eloquence, snd tulents, repdered
*him respectable even.in the eyes of
his enemies;” as the man “fvho sur-
passed almost all the other doctors
-of his age, in laborious application,
constaucy of mind, force of elo-
quence, and extent of genius,” “A
vast induction of auyhorities, if i
were necessary, mig}.y: be quoted,
to shew ‘the opinion which has -
been generally held of Calvin's
merits, even by those who differed
I
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from him in his peculiar tenets;
and this consideration, one should
hope, might have some tendency
to mitigate the asperity, and to
allay the jealousy, of the present
opposers of this much-dreaded
Calvinism.”—Soon :ifler, iowever,
I took up your Review of Mr. Be-
resford’s Visitation Sermon, another
orthodox work, in which Calvin is
styled *““ a moody polemic®.”—1I
wish Mr. Beresford had remem-
bered the remark of Archbishop
Whitgift: ¢ to traduce Calvin in
the pulpit, I can by no means like.”

—Now, sir, being thus suspended
between two opinions; having, on
the one side, Archbishop Laud,
Hooker, Mosheim, &c., and on
the other, Mr. Beresford; whoever
will resolve my doubts, and shew
me on which opinion I am to de-
cide, will greatly oblige CURIOSA.

.
e -y

To the Editor of the Cbﬂs;ian Observer.

Pu1LosorHERS and learned men
in all ages of the world have ac-
lmowled«ed that it is no easy mat-
ter to account for our thoughts,
to analyze our reflective powers,

or to trace a long and intricate
train of ideas to its parent

We not unfrequently
sfumble upon a root at so great
a Ydistance from the stem, or find
brhinches so intricately intermixed
witlh other branches, that we
can\ scarcely say to which tree of
the \forest they belong, We are
bewilidered as we attempt to ex-

* MY. Beresford, however, docs not,
1 presi\me, carry his dislike to that
unconrtly length mentioned in the fol-
lowing piyssage from Poole:—* Mirentur
forsan nunulli, in auctoram catalogo
noa complarare Joannem'Calvinum, in-
terpretem,\ vel adversariorum Jlldlcm,
acutum, - do\ctnm et solidam, Sunt qui
hoc mihi vitio vertent et dicam mihi
scribentinjuri@ tanto nomini illatxe : alii
gratulabuntur, quod illum praterierim
fluem  CANE pejus ef ,\Ncuz oderint.”
Pol. Syn, tom. i. pref. p, 3; .
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plain: and we continually detect
ourselves in the act-of ‘¢ darkening
counsel by words without know-
ledge.” Nothing can be more
dangerous than to indulge in a
habit of building castles in the air,
and thus by loosing the reins of
government, give full play to the
Imagination; and yet there is a
privilege in reflection so peculiar
1o the mind of man, that whilst we
clip its wings, we must not destroy
its powers. ‘‘ Meditate,” saith an
inspired Apostle, “ upon ‘these
things; give thyself wholly to
them :” but then, it was ¢ that hia
profiting might appear to all men.”
You think, Mr. Editor, and that
to good purpose, upon serious sub-
Jects: The world justly esteems you
to be ““a very considerate man.”
It would appear from your monlhly
publications, that you are no stran-
ger to-a solitary evening walk, that
you court the shade in summer,
and well know the value of a good
book, ‘and a blazing fire, when the
rude blasts of winter confine you
to your elbow-chair. Some of your
readers are heard to say, that you
are too systematically grave ; others
wish you would havelitile or nollung ’
to do with controversial topics ; the
young are sometimes a little weary
of your theological discussions, and
the man who delights in extremes
(which, if dangerous at all, are
doubly dangerous “in religion),
does not scruple to aflirm, that
you are vastly too moderate in your
doctrinal views. Nay! do not
start when I tell you, it has even
been whispered about in- our wvil-
lage, that the head gardener at Sir
Hildebrand’s closed his eyes one
Sunday evening, as the worthy
knight was readmg your Family
bermon. ’
* And yet, sir, I profess myself to
be your friend and ypmirer. Do .
not regard the opinion of the
world.  Persevere in speaking
“{hé truth, the whple truth, and
nothing but the truth,” Expose
the dcadly errors of §ociuianism
it your opening pages. Analyze
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the Hebrew and the Greek text.
Shew some newy translators of the
Bible, that our forefathers were as
good scholars, and, perbaps, better
men than themselves. Boldly re-
buke vice. Do any thing but trifle
with  serious subjects, or decide
dogmatically upon doubtful ques-
tions, which are confessedly beyond
the reach of the human understand-
ing, and you shall ever have my
tribute of applause,

- Being somewhat of a recluse ny-
self, and knowing, from long ex-
perience, the value of the privilege
of entering into my closet, aud
shutting the door upon every
worldly intrusion, I fell the other
day imperceptibly into a reverie
on the present state of religion in
the world. I considered the mul-
‘titude of books, connected tith
the sacred subject of revelation,

which are every day advertised,

published, and reviewed. My
mind glowed with somewhat more
than its accustomed fervour, when
1 reflected upon the various reli-
gious societies now in operation.
Y was led to anticipate the restora-
tion of the Jew and the conver-
sion of the Gentile. The spread
of Divine truth, the diffusion of
"sacred knowledge, the general edu-
cation of the poor, and the oppor-
tunities afforded to all classes in
_the community of knowing and
practising the will of God, filled
my soul with gratitude. Methought
some of the old preachers of tor-
nier times came down from hea-
ven, wondered at the change pro-
duced, and were so much elated
at the prospects which were open-

ing upon us, that they hastened’

back to their blest abodes, to re-
Jate the wonders they had seen
and heard. lmmersed in these and
similar reflections, I could not le-
sitate to“%'lude thut we were liv-
ing in days Bf peculiur interest and
great responsibility. The period
immediately consequent upou the
Reformation Bad its peculiar trials,
.‘and itsdis{inguishing features of ex-
cellence, The fires of persecution,
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which then raged on all sides, pu-

-rified the fine gold from the dross.

1Pe¢ live too much at our ease:
case begets indolence, and we by
degrees become less careful and
circumspect. Presuming upon our
leisure or our skill, we invite dis-
cussion upon points of controversy
which can never be decided ; and,
instead of taking up the couquest
where our predecessors left it, we
must needs fight all our battles over
again, Man is a trifler, if not press-
ed onwards in the Christian race,
He digresses, when he should be in-
tent upon one main object. He
amuses himself with a fly, or a
fiddle, when he should be attend-
ing to concerns even more important
than the welfare of the state. 1 was
once somewhat struck by the con-
duct of a friend, who, in the midst
of a lengthened discussion on no
very profitable subject, suddenly
started up from the table, saying,
“ We have all forgot to carry the
blanket which we promised to poor
old Jenny in the thatehed cottage
on the Green.”

The great  object to be atfained
by Christians appears to me to be an
humble devotional spirit, the fruit
of faith ; leading to an holy, useful,
and charitable life. And here [
would venture to advért for a mo-
ment to the evils which arise from
listlessness on the one hand, and a
high controversial spirit on the
other,. especially amongst the mi
nisters of the Gospel of Peace.—A
plain good man from the north of
England, called upon me some few
mouths since, on his road to Lon-
don, intending to transact some
necessary business, attend the
anniversary meetings of the reli-
gious. societies, and hear, if he
could get a seat, one or two of the
best preachers of the day, He was
absent about a fortuight, and on his’
return I requested him to favour
me with a brief account of what he
had seen and heard. The periodi-
cal works, said my friend, will give
you a better account than I can, of

the speeohes; but the sermpns

E2
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which I heard will never, I suppose,
be printed. - The first preacher was
very popular; a fashionable divine :
I shall call him, by way of distinc-
tion, “ Mellifluous:” his morning
service commenced nearly at mid-
day. The prayers were very hastily
read. The singing was totally de-
tached from the congregation ; the
organ and six charity children’s
voices alone sounding to the praise
and glory of God. The sermon
touched upon some moral duties,
< .
glanced at the follies of the day,
and concluded by assuring us, that
God was very merciful, that it was
no difficult matter to go to heaven,
and that we should all be justified
by our own works through Jesus
Clirist our Lord. The organ again
played a very lively air, and my
country friend secretly wished that
he had been in his own village
church hearing the plain precepts
of the curate.
Not discouraged, said he, I made
“another experiment in the after-
noon ;: the congregation was very
thin; and I began to hope, that
before the new churches are huilt,
certain of the old ones wiil be better
filled. The preacher I shall here
call * Monotonouns.” He said vo-
thing in his discourse which could
offend man, woman, or child; and
the delivery was of that heavy cast,
that I really woundered whether he
could believe the truths he was
proclaiming.  But I was silent.
The words of the almost Diviane
Herbert; came across my miad,
¢¢ Judge not the preacher; for he is (hy
judge. )
If thon mislike him,thou coneciv’st him

not. .
God calleth preaching folly, Do not

gradge

Fo pick out treasurcs from an earthen
pot. : :

The worst spcak something good. If all
‘want sense, : '

God takes a text, and preacheth
patience.” .

On the day following, a sermon,
in the highest strain of Antinomian
doctrine, was sueceeded by a
charge from Archdeacon ¢ Alls-

Cursory Reflections on the State of Religion.

[(Fax.

well;” in which the clergy.were
exhorted to beware of Calvinism,
as not only a deadly, but apparently
the only, heresy. Thus closed the
scene.  But, said my honest friend,
these thiugs are not alwaysso. On
my way from London, I entered a
large parish church in a country
town. The pastor had been in-
structing his Sunday-school chil-
dren-long before the morning ser-
vice commenced. His partoer
shared his labours. His own chil-
dren taught the children of the
poor. 1 eantered the sanctuary.
Evéry thing appeared to harmonize.
'The service opened. All was silence
and ottention. The prayers were

- literally prayed. The lessons were

delivered as the word of God.
The Psalms were sung devoutly,
and al voices joined. The mini-
ster ascended the pulpit: his dis-
course was neither peculiarly Cal.
vinistic not Arminian; it was
scriptural: founded upon the Bible,
it accorded with the Prayer-book.
It dwelt much upon the love of God
to sinful man in Christ Jesus. It
spoke of the Saviour with the deep-
est reverence, There was no sick-
ening familiarity, but a solid decla-
ration of Christian-truth, As the
preacher drew towards a close, I
could perceive the tear of penitence
gliding sofily ‘'down the furrowed
cheek of an aged man near me; who
seemed to be wounded, and yet
comforted, by what he heard. The
sermon was made up of holy dac-
trinds, leading to holy praetice.
Let the world, said 1, call names if
it will. This.man is orthodox, for
‘he preaches sound doctrine : this
man is evangelical,* for he brings
glad tidings of great joy to his
people. ,
We retired to rest : but no soone

had I closed my eyes, and commit-
ted my soul to God, thawelestial
form scemed to approach me, sin-
gularly beautiful, with all the chaste
simplicity of virgin_ innocence.
Her name was * Pure fgligion.”
She told me, in a low and plaintive
volve, that being of heavenly origin,
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she came on earth as. the best
friend of man. A Her downcast eye
bespoke the sulferings she had en-
dared ; snd yet that eye was filled
with the brightest beams of hope as
to what should be hereafter. She
said, that in every thorny path there
were some roses strewed, 1beheld
upon the brilliant zone which encir-
cled her drapery, emblems of Faith,
" Hope, and Charity; and here and
there hieroglyphical figures of the
cardinal virtues and Christian
graces. The Cross was borne
within her breast, Little known
by the generality of men, she had
yet many servile imitators. At
cerfain times and places she was
more or less in fashion. All could
speak well of her at a distance, but
few approached her inmtimately.
She described herself us a cheerful
guest in the morning oflife; bat, if
. possible, still more valuable amidst
the shades of evening, when she
would light up the conntenance of
the dying saint, and point him to
his reward. Sha was with Stephen
at his martyrdow, and did not for-
sake the beloved John in the Isle
of Patmos. - * fler ways,” she said,
¢ were ways of pleasantness, and
all her paths were peace.” ¢ Whoso
" findeth we,” she exclaimed, ¢ find-
eth life.” And as she seemed to
glance suddenly from my enrapiured
sight, ¥ heard these words die npon
her tips :  When thou goest, 1 will
lead thee ; when thou sleepest, I will
keep thee; and when thou awakest,
I will talk withy thee !” (Prov. iin 17 ;
i
viit, 'lio AL 22.) R. P.B.

u——*—,—-
Tothe Editor of theChristian Observer.

A CORRESPONDERT in your last
Numberhas animadverted ona com-

munication which I sometime ago ad-.

dressed ou, and which was in-
serted in your Number for August,
entitled the “Expediency of teaching
the Deaf and Dumb to articulate.”
The wrile.r's.object is to prove, that
great benefits result from impart-
ing to those persons the power® of
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articulation, because, being a facul-
ty in addition to those which they
acquire by the French method of
teaching, it is so much clear gain.
He considers that it can do no
harm, and may be highly useful :
it may be used or not, at pleasure.
This, I think, in substance, is the
argument adduced. Now I am
not indisposed to admit that intel~
ligible articulation, if it could be
acquired without too costly a sacri-
fice, would be a most desirable
acquisition. But I will venture to
say, that, in nine cases out of ten,
the pain and labour aud expense
of acquiring it are almost entirely
thrown away. If the deaf and
dumb attain to a capacity of utter-
ing appropriate sounds, these are
still so harsh and dissonant, ard so
unlike the sounds which usually
meet the ear, that it requires, on
the part of strangers, nearly as
much effort to comprehend their
meaning, on every subject not
embraced by certain backneyed
questions and answers, as it would
to learn the finger alphabet, Let

oune of these unfortunate indivi- -

duals who bas even attained to the
distinguished honour of reciting
the Lord's Prayver in public, (in
whicb, when told it is the Lord's
Prayer, we are able to recognize
something like it), read to a mixed
company a paragraph-in a news-
paper, and immediately his words
cease to beintelligible, As for.the
«ttempt to interest our sympathies
by alluding to the delight which
‘¢ parents, brothers, friends, com-
panions,”mnust experience, froim wit-
nessing, in their unfortunate rela-
tives or associates, this new facul-
ty, it may be best met by the fact,
that in the family circle, except for
the mere purpose of exhibition or
experiment, vocal atterance is sel-
dom, if ever, resorted to by them.

But still, where is the harm of
possessing this faculty 3. I-reply,
No harm 1t all, if it could be ac-
quired without a degree of pain to
the pupil, labour to the teacher,
and expeuse, either to individuals
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or to the public, wholly dispropor-
tioned to its advantages, and if it
were not usurping the place of more
useful pursuits; in short, if in the
impracticable aitempt to make the
deaf and dumb conrverse, mental
improvement were not sacrificed to
an almost useless acquisition, and
the accumulation of ideas to the
capacity of uttering orally some of
their signs*,

* If, indeed, I could give credit to the
followmg statement and it were possible
to apply the alleged invention of M. de
Moret to general use, X should be as
warm an advocate for teaching the deaf
and dumb to articulate as your corre-
spondent. Baut, till then, I feay I must
continue to differ from him. ‘[he state-
ment here referred to, and for the cor-
rectness of which I do not vouch, ap-
peared recently in a morning paper.
1t is as follows :—¢ Experiments on the
Deaf and Dumb.—A French papersays,
¢ An experiment, extremely interesting
to humanity, was commenced, in 1813,
by order of the Frewch goverument,
upon four infants, completely deaf and
dumb from their birth, and which has
been continued up to this day on the
youngest childrep, by M. de Moret. The
resnits which have followed from these
experiments are, that M. de Moret has
acqnired the. art of infusing into the
minds of the deaf and dumb, by means
of their eyes, a capability of giving
utterance to their thoughts in anintellj-
gible voice, and without screams to read
in a natunral tone, to write under verbal
dictation, and to originate. and adapt
ideas to things which were proper for
thewn; that he has succeeded conplete-
ly in adding to their natural stock of*
ideas, and giving them an exact know-
ledge of langnage and things abstracted
from the senses. IHe has also enabled
them to converse intelligibly with other
men, without putting inte requisition
any outward signs whereby to mike
themselves understood. Itis by an at-
tention to the motion of the speakers

-lips in the day, and by touchiug in the
dark, that they are enabled to compre-
hend his import; and by these several
devices he has given them facilities of
education by no means inferior to those
en_)oyed by persons who hgve their fa-
eulties pertect. This, unexampled suc-
cess, which savours almost of a plieno-
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Your correspondeut seems to think
the institution of a compansou be-
tween the effects of the English
and French methods invidious,
Why should it be deemed so? Our
object ought to be to improve the
existing system, Iam strongly im-
pressed, from a view of both, with
the superior eligibility of the French
system ; and I think it my duty to
recommend to the managers of deaf
and dumb seminaries a full and.
candid reconsideration of the whole
subject. Let them examine for
themselves, without being biassed
by their previous attachment to a
particalar mode of instruction, and
I canuot doubt as to the result of
their investigation.

Your correspondent, T appre-
hend, mistook some complimentary
expression of the Abbe Sicard, for
an approbation of the English me-
thod of teaching the deafand dumb,
He may rély upon it, that nothing
bas been farther from the Abb¥'s
thoughts than to encumbet his own
beautiful plan of .instruction with
the process of qualifying his pupils
to enounce their ideas audibly.

Though not averse to metaphy-
sical digcussion, and although I
differ from your correspondent so
far as to think that the science of
teaching the deaf and dumb falls
peculiarly within the province of
metaphysics, I will not encroach
upon your time .al_ present with
any observations on that point: ail
1 desire is, that our countrymen,
whodnterest themselves in the ge-
neral subject, and who visit Paris,
would take the opportunity of in-
stituting a full agd fair comparison
of the two plans,’ -I am convinced
they will not, in that. case, long
hesitate between them.

I am, &c.
B.

1

.menon, proves indubitablg®Mat M. de

Moret has arrived at the ‘highest stage
of perfection, in the art of teaching the
deaf and dumb, which 1513 possible to
attum " .

L]
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don: Higham. 1817. 18mo. pp.
104, 1s. 6d.

God in Christ set forth in two
Letters to a Friend, with somc
Observations on Mr. M‘Lean’s
Tract on the Sonship of Jesus
Christ, §¢. &§c. Loudon: Nuna.
1818, 8vo. pp. 79 and 58. 2s. 6d.»

A Search after Truth, in its own
Field; the HolyScriptures, or a
Reference to the Apostolic Acts
and Epistles on the Subject of
some novel Opinions in Theology.
By Tuomas T. BippuLPH,
M. A. Minister of St. James’s,
Bristal, . Bristol: Richardson.
London I Hatchard. 1818. 8vo.
pp- 63. 2s. '

Serious Remgrks on the diffevent Re-
presentgtions of Evangelical Doc-
trine, by the professed Friends
of the Gospel. By JouN Ry=

LAND, D.D, Bristol: Richard-
son. London: Button. 1818. 8vo.
Part I. pp. 38; Part 1L pp. 70.

A Blow at the Root ; or, a brief
Account of the Rise and Growth
of Antinomianism. By the late
Rev. Joun FLAVEL, A4 new
Edition; recommended by .-
Newman, D.D., and Joseph
Tvimey : with an dppendix, to
prove that the Moral Law is a
Rule of Life to Believers,
London : Whitemore.  1818.
18mo. pp. 80, Price 1s.

The Cliurch of England vindicaled.
Remarks on a brief Account of
the fteasons whick have induced
the Rev. T, C. Cowan to secede
Jrom the Established Church.
By A Lavyman, Bristol: Ri-
chardson. London: Rivingtons.
1818. 8vo. pp. 59.

THE late secessiou, of-some once
esteemed and zealous members of
our Establishment in the West of
England, has been viewed.by us
with no unobservaat, though, in a
great measure; silent regard. We
"bbave been in no haste to redeem
any pledge we may have offered to
the public, that at some future op-
portunity we would distinctly notice
their proceedings; because eveny
fresh delay has exhibited the per-
sons in question n a vew light, and
has thrown new malter of pregoant
admonition into the subject, infi-
nitely more, it must be added, to
our regret than to our surprize. It
could indeed be no_matter of
surprize that a few frail and crazy
barks launched forth into a bound-
less and tempestuous vcean, without
rudder or compass, or the power
on board of taking an observation,
should be driven by fierce winds,
drifted into new and dangerous
seas, -caught by every fresh and
devious cugrent, dashed into whirl-
poels, plunged into quicksands, or
forced upon hideous and fatal rocks,
to act as a beacon and a terror'to
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every succeeding experimenter on
the same plan. And our late associ-
ates it is impossible for us to view in
aoy other light, That they have
forsaken the guidance of our apo-
stolic church, we will not at present
enlarge upon ;—but they have for-
saken all guidance; they act in no
concert ; they are often as much
separated from each other as from
ourselves ; and they truly walk each
one * after the imagination of his
own heart.,” They profess indeed
to take the Scriptures for their
guide, But their very disseations,
or their distance from each other,
furnish a clear proof that the sim-
ple Scriptures are not their guide 2
for Truth canuot speak an con-
sistent language; and therefore,
though perbaps unknowingly, it

seems undeniable, that something

besides the Scriptures is leading
them into their view of Christian
doctrine. That something, we re-
peat it, is their own imagination :
and we conceive that reflection
must, ere now, have taught some of
them that it is so; and that there
are few among them but would
honestly allow, if closely pressed,
either that some preconception of
their own is that to which they are
bending the entire text of their pro-
fessed oracle, the holy Scriptures;
or else that some part of the sa-
cred volume is more clear to them,
—at least is the more frequent and
chosen companion of their medita-
tions, prayers, and preaching, thau
all the rest. In either of these
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present wotive for noticing the
errors of these unljappy seceders
is not any high estimate we have
formed of their learning; for learn.
ing is not that which they attempt
to bring in support of their hasty
and divegse opinions. It is not
their weight and influence in so-
ciety, arising from their natural or
acquired talents; for we believe,
or are willing to hope, that from
sotiety al large they do not expe-
rience auny great or growing atten-
tion. ltis not that we would imma-
turely precipitate in the publicmind
that rectifying process which the
common senseof our common nature
sooner or later carries forward and
effects, in almost all cases of great
meotal obliquity. Must we add,
that it is not under any very san-
guine hope (God forbid we shiould
say it is under zo liope) of regain-
ing the lost individuals themselves
from the error of their respective
ways, and bringing them, frow their
several hidiug-places, to rally ouce
more around the still lifted and
triumphant banner of a forsaken
church? We notice these errors,
we will not say so mach even be-
cause in our public, and we humbly
trust not altogether useless, capa-
city, it might be expected that we
should do so-—us becanse some
of the persons maintaining them
were once, 10 a certain extenat,
our associates and helpers i a
great and holy cause. Ounce our
differences,where they existed, were
of an inferior order, and, with-

cases of preconception or of selec- -out infringing on the essentials of

tion, it is clear that the ultimate
appeal lies beyond the Scriptures,
to something within themselves;
and that ulterior and deciding
power we caannot be wrong in pro-
nouncing to be’ their own imagina-
tion. And when was the imagination
of man left 1o take its full rangein the
formation, progress, and completion
of religious opinions, without effects
analogous to what we havg described
above, and which, alas! *¢ we have
seen with our eyes?” :

We must acknowledge, that vur

- Chyristisn faith and church unity,

led to mutual and fricndly discus-
sion; not without aiding, in some
instances, the geucral harmony of
religious intercourse. We’ call to
remembrance the days that ave past.
We would not willingly assume the
attitude of enmity wnt’ly.any who
once were friends: nay, rather we
would so converse even with those
who account us their enenties, 4s
though they were agam {o become .
our friends. Iu short, we are desi-
rots tp do exactly what we con-
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ceive may best conduce to that
desired event. . If absolute silence
would best, in our opinion, hive
cohduced to it, silence we would
have maintained. It reduciug our
difierences to the ‘least possrble
»amount would have been aiding to
it, this should bave been done. If,
on the other hand, severe und in-
dignant reproballon of conduct,
whlch if followed out 1o all its con-

sequences, would convert the world’

into one vast heterozeneous mass
of enthusiasm and infidelity, would
have answered any high or holy
purpose, that should have been
oftered, though, we still trust, in a
spirit of Christian charity. But as
the case now stands, we presume a
plain and unbiassed statement of
facts, and of rational and obvious
deductions from them, will be, of all
others, the most advantageous, as'it
is not-an uncalled-for, notice of
" present circumstances. We shall
endeavour to say neither more nor
less than the truth of the case ; und
neither wishing to alarm our readers
with what we trust is but an ephe-
meral burst of irregularity, nor té
extenuate its dangers by any undue
arts of reduction, we shall advert
to a few leading points 3 they lie
before us in known publications,
and couclude with our own obser-
vations upon the general question,
Oue point, indeed, we must nol pass
over, both ‘as a slnkm" feature in
this case, and as a strong reason
for our public notice of it: we
mecait the share borne in it hithdrto,
and what may be hereafter borne
in it, by the female sex. We allude
:to them with no feeling bordering
on disrespect, which would indeed
only draw 2 much more degrading
reflection upon ourselves, when we
state the fact, that women have been
foremost in embracing aud organi-
zing this lamentable defection from
received priYeiples. The fact which
is strongly asserted by Mr. Simons,
we presuine, s‘tands almost ex con-
Jesso from thefollowing faint denial
‘and sigual reply by Mr. Stiow.
¢ ¥ was uot aware shat women Hhd
Curist, Osserv, No, 205.
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Deen the leaders in our Gospel, as yon
assert ; neither, if it had been so, should
1 therefore have suspected tbat it pro-
ceeded from the greatdeceiver. 1If the’
people of Samaria had objected against
Christ, because a woman fivst bore tes-

timony 10 him, they would have been

under the influence of the deceiver,
both in theiv scorn of the womau and of
ber report.  ‘Vrue, indeed, it is, that sin
came into the world by the woman; but
God has been pleased to take away her
reproach.,” Snow's Reply, pp. 47, 48.
Now this defence, so far lrom
removing, exactly explains our ap-
prq.hensums respecting the lmpres-
sious likely 1o be made on that most
interesting part of the creation by
our new teachers, These persons
cannot sec the difference between
that exquisite sensibility and gene-
rous zeal, which fitted the female
followers of our Lord for the last sad
office at his funeral, or for tie first
Joyful announcement of his resur-
rection, and that steady judginent,
that cool discriminating, und en-
larged view of things, which is no
less also the characteristic property
of the other sex, and qualifies them
exclusively, except in very exempt
cases, for the oflices of direction
avd command in the grand cirele,
whether of inteflectual or religious,
political or ecclesiustical, aftairs.
1t would be idle to ask Mr. Suow,
for what part of our whole ecclesi-
astical regime,of doctrive or disci-
plmc, many era of any chureh, an-
cient or madern, the purest or the -
most impure, we are indebted 1o
the invention or arrangement of
women ; except, indeed, Johanna
Sounthcot be cited as an example,
But we deem it our most bounden
duly to warn these of oir fair fel
low-travellers in the journey of life,
who have not yet fallen into this
too captivating and engrossing ex-
ercise of talents given to them for -
other, and, if rightly considered,
not inferior, purposes, against the
futal snares to which the unwary
are exposed “ 1 these dzmgerous
days.”- We have been shocked to
receive from the hands of young
females, the most insidious and en-
1‘ [
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tangling statements on the most
awful of all subjects, that of the
Divinity of the Son of God; and to
find them instructed to decide for
themselves, and to hold the scales
of an equal and impartial judgment
between the several contending po-
sitions of Athanasius or Arius, Sa-
bellius or' Socinus. We can rea-
dily believe, that what they shall
hastily decide to be most conform-
able to the Scriptures, .they will
most perseveringly maintain and
most zealously propagate. But for
this very reason, we are most anxi-
ous to warn them to turn wholly
away from such teachers and such
instructions, ‘We exhort them as
they value their own peace of mind,
their usefulness through life, and
their happiness in death, to dismiss
from their hands and their thoughts
such critical questions altogether;
to adbere to that which is plain,
and practical, and devotional; that,
by which they may serve God, and
be profitable to man; and in
which, by cultivating a true humi-
lity of beart, as well as of exterior
deportment, they may exhibit ¢ the
ornament of a meek and quiet

spirit, which is in the sight of God |

of great price.” .-
It is principally, we must own,
with a reference to such readers,

" and in general to all who might be

8

disposed ecasily to yield to plausi-
ble suggestions, and to be much
pleased and captivated with new
and fanciful interpretations of
Scripture, particularly if their own,
or made by some favowred and
honoured teacher, thut we are
forced to the unpleasant task we
have wndertaken; and which we
shall further prosecute by consider-
iug the facts before us under two
heuds. | Firsf, As to the measure
of Secession from the Established
Church: sccondly, As to the opini-
ons_which have. accompanied that
Secession,

First, We bave no difliculty in
contemplating the cYrcumstances
we have to lament, in the dry and

_ubstract light of a Secession from
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the Established Church. Here we
are fully persuaded the matter be-
gan, here it continued, and well if
here it had ended. [t is to us a
matter as clear as the noon-day
sun, that no distinct principle
whatever was at the bottom of this .
unhappy movement, except a prin-
ciple of disaffection to the esta+
blished - relizious order of this
country. * Unstaid and fickle in
all other things,” there is evident,
throughovt every caste and colour
of those who have gone out' from’
us, a strong, united, and indisso-
luble agreement of sentiment and
conduct on ¢his point, that no com-
muanion is to be held with the au-
thorized church of these realins,
or with any individual member of
ity as such, We do not by any
means speak at random, when we
candidly put it to some of those
who have the best pretensiou to
answer for the rest, whether the
reading of Towgood. on Dissent,
was not among the first seminal
acts from whence all the. subse.
quent mischief and discord so
plentifully  germinated?  That
shrewd and clever man is, ‘how=,
ever, far enough from being charge-
abl& with any of the high and
eccentric flights of bis later readers.
Like many of the Dissenters in the
middle of the last century, when
orthodux doctrine was almost con-
fined to the Establishment, he was
close treading on the heels of the
Socinian school, had great objec-
tions 10 the Athanasian Creed, and,
like his late commentator, Benjamin
Flower, of Cambridge, and revolu-

- tionary memory, had a vast dislike

to a church governed, as he alleged
ours to be, by King, Lords, and
Commons. We well remember that
one of his renowned arguments,
against making a king the head
of the church in this: country,
where no salique 1a® exists, is;
that that head might so_chaunce to
be a queen—against St. Paul’s first
principle, * I suffef not a woman

'to teach, nor 1o usurp atthority...{”
-Much, bowever, of more plausible
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argument would be found in the
pages of Towgood ; and when act-
ing on some minds naturally con-
scientious, on others naturally in-
dependent, and on some actually
reared in dissent, or having had no
settled habiis of subordination at
all, what wonder that much mis-
chief—and suchk mischiefl-—should
be the practical resnlt.

All that we mean here to express,
is our gencral belief, that a strong
infusion of vague, indefinite; disor-
ganizing principles, has been at' the
first concoction of all this mass of
confusion, - We sav without hesita-
tion, and without much fear of
contradiction, that if men and wo-
men could bave been persuaded

to defer te coustituted authorities,
" to bend 10 the wisdom of preceding
_ages, to accept any thing on the

credit of others confessedly as pious,
more learned, and in every other
respect better. qualified than them-
selves; could they have acted on
that first principle of subordina-
tion, a surrender of some personal
feeling to the general good, and
have understood that grand and
essential distinction, so necessary
to be made for the very being of
all society, between u mere surren-
der of opinion and au actual sur-
render of conscience ; in fine, could
they have been induced in any way
to identify church unity with that
apostolically prescribed ¢ unity of
the spirit in the bond of peace,” and
not have viewed the link of per-
sonal engagement, and professibnal
émolument, as essentiully opposed
. to the spirit of Chyisiian freedom ;
then we believe most firmly, that
all the rest which we have subse-
quently scen might have been
spared, We are as much con-
vinced, as facts can convince us,
that general notions of Christian
Jiberty have misled our lost bre-
thren into Wheir present wander-
ings; and that, if the whole truth
‘were spokea, it would not be so
absolutely th® doctrines of our Es-
tablished Church, or of any com-
monly orthodox communion, theat
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would have revolted our dissidents,
as it has heen in general the scru-
ple of joining in any commuvion
at all.  And where this scruple
has rveally and bond fide arisen
(as we believe in some individual .
cases it has) from an excessive de-

licacy in receiving the emoluments .
of a cburch, which, as an establish-
ed. and orderly church, it was

thought, might be opposed to the

spirit of liberty and. of Christ, we

respect the motive, thoueh we ‘con-

demn its application. A similar,

though lower, degree of respect we

own to he due to those who ho-

uestly but most weakly judge, that

every hasty opinion they take up

respecting scriptural truth is to be

prosecuted at all risks, aud 10 be

made the ground of conscientious

separation from all those who may

chance to differ from them on that

point. But no terms of censuse

that we should willingly apply

would be adequate to that far more

extemsive, and far more danger-

ous, spirit of lofty independence

which deems itself alone the stan-

dard of truth, which claims 1o dic-

tate, to numerous and obedient dis-

ciples, the terms.of Christian come

munion, or the arlicles of Christian

faith; and, with unbending self-

canfidence, prefers the dignity of
original and oracular dogmatisw,

amongst persous perhaps ils own
feriors in understanding, to all
the poor emoluments und prefer-
ments of a church to which it had
never rendered the instinclive at-
tachment of childcen, nor even the
imelligent  attention of candid
learners, -

We are aware that such avowals
as these have not been distinctly
made by the persons In question,
Particular objections are sometimes
atleged ;- but, in general, with an
inconsistency which we shall be
happy to consider as proceeding
from ayn amiable forbearance, we
hearof no ghjections at all ngainst

-theé Establishment they have quitted.

We think, however, that the entire
diversity of opinion known to have
F2 '
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existed at the moment of their se-
paration, and plainly seen to be
widening into deeper and more
awful gulphs every day, may be
cobsidered, even in defect of all
other evidence, as proof. positive
of all we have above asserted, It
is doubtless a difkcult, and some-
times a hazardous, 1ask to divine
the grounds of conduct in any per-
sons who are not themselves tlio-
roughly aware of their own. But
even in a case where, more than
in any other, those grounds have
been attempted to be stated, and
where, notwithstanding many aflec-
tionate valedictions to the Fstablish-
ment, it is yet not obscurely hinted
at by the anthor as a happy escape
to have ¢ come out from her,” we
still think the. following passage
will clearly evince how little of
settled conviction of any kind has
wrought, on one Seceder at least,
and how impatient of any ties of

- ecclesiastical umity was a mind

which, while it only professed itself
released from the influence of a
particular church, was in fact
sbaking off all controut whatever.

¢ Although, as I have declaved, it is
my full purpose to be baptized, yet it
is far from my thoughts to unite myself
with those denominated Baptists. For
many of them 1 entertain the highest
respect, and the most sincere ‘Christian
love; but I have reasons, unnecessary
for me to enter upon here, which will
keep me as much separated from them
as a hody, as from any other denomi-
nation whatsoever. Indeed, I have
tolerably good grounds for. knowing,
they would be equally unwilling to co-
alesce with me, since T have declared
it to be my wish, that my friend and
brother, Mr. Baring should baptize me.
Many have been the applications and
remonstrances from different quarters,
to which such a declaration has given
birtb. T bave been told, that by ob-
taining him to officiate on that occasion,
I shall not only be set down as helong-
ing to his party, but shall materially in-
jure the subscription now making for
the erection of a chapel. To this, I
reply, for whatever pecu?iar views Mr.
PBaring may be supposed to entertain, I
am not by any means answerable: nor
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can I conceive by what logic it can be
duly inferred, that T shall belong more
to Mr. Baving’s party by his baptizing
me, than I should do to that of Dr, Ry-
land, Mr. Roberts, or Mr. Holloway,
were that Christian duty performed by
either of them. IfI must be blended
with the party, by whose hand I am
baptized, then I hesitate not to say, that
however much I.respect the Doctor
and his associates, I wounld nnquestion-
ably prefer that of Mr. Baring, with

‘whose views, though differing on some.

points, and one highly important, I yet
more generally agree, than with these
as [ have heard them dclivered, by
them, or any other minister in Bris-

tol. Besides, I have some season
to believe their views of the ordinance
of baptism, and mine, though agreeing
as to the outward act, considerably
vary; whereas those which are held by
Mr. Baring on this subject are, I am
persuaded, much in harmony with my
own; what those are I have endea-
voured to place before you in this pubd
lication.” Cowan’s Address, pp. 42, 43,

Were we required to collect into
the shortest possible compass, all
we mean in thus laying down the
“ima fundamina,’t of the present
Secession, we should say, that, ac-
cording to our opinion, it has arisen
from a principle having been, by
some known or unknown cause,
engendered in the breasts of cer-
tain persons, which has led them
1o reject all ministerial or church
cotmunion and subordination, A
change of feeling, on which their
subsequent conduct affords the
best comment, has led to a change
of gloctrine and discipline. And,
before . we notice this last change,
we must say, the former seems to
have modified their creed so far as
to have individualized their whole
body; to have converted ¢ The
Holy Catholic Cburch,” with them,
into the new articie of “ The Holy
Catholic Body ‘of Disputants;” and
“ The Communion of Saints,”
into ** The Individualey of Saints,”
Each person in this new code is
to be * wise unto himself;” tending
to that sect of andbent time, the
prototype and. beau ifeal of all
igdependency, denominated the Se-
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Baptist ; and strictly founded upon
that ““ most sweet " principle here
following of a great reformer, who,
happily, was not, like the Pope he
renounced,infallible,and who might,
to our apprehension, have given a
better wotto to our modern Dissi-
dent than that which ne has so

'ominously assumed. ¢ Mibi pland

omnium jucundissima facies ista in
rebus est, videre ob verbum Dei,
studia et DISSENTIONES fieri; is
enim est verbi cursus, casus, et
eventus : nam dicit, < Non veni pa-
cem mittere sed GLADIUM,”” (Mot-
to to Cowau’s Sermon on the
Spirit.)

The more we consider the sub-
ject, the more we are persuaded
that it is this freedom of discussion
and of discovery, accompanied with
a total release from all obligation,
which is the life and soul, the per-
vading aud the only uniting wedium,
of this mis-called coufederacy. It
is, in. point of fact, any thing but a
confederacy. Tlhe very principle
of the whole is anti-social —and it
would scem to be as impossible for
any two of these teachers to agree
together as to any fixed mode of
discipline, or creed, or scriptural in-
terpretation, as it would be for two
children, shut up from theic in-
fancy in two dark rooms, without
communication, (o invent the same
mode of expressing their thoughts:
indeed, their own clearness and
consistency of ideas might be very
dubieus, We are credibly in-
formed, that one of these movel
instructors has admonished his
audience, that it is not to be expect-
ed that he shall be in the same mind
a month hence, as he considers
himself -to be continually advanc-
ing towards perfection. Aunother,
we are taught to understand on
good authority, bas lately * re-
strained prayer” in public, except
only withwhe approved members
of a carefully selected and small
comnunity,’ whose allowed latitude

of opinion %on religious subjects’

we have fet to learn,
We abstain from any refergnce
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fo a multitude of similar cases in
former times, graced with harder
or softer names as it bappeuved;
because we are willing, as we have
stated in the outset, for things to
appear plainly as they are; and
for the public, according to the
favourite notion of 1these very
teachers, to * judge for themselves”
upon the plain principles of com-
mon sense and unsophisticated
Scripture.  And, if what we have
now stated be not suflicient to
make the first principles of the
present defection well-understood
and duly appreciated,'nothing that
we can add would do so: but if it
be sufficient, our readers will wil-
lingly proceed with us to our

Second view of 1he subject, as
embracing the different . opinions
which have accompanied this Se-
cession,

We have liere more light: and,
amongst the numerous productions
‘at the head of our article, we are
led to mention particularly, and in
terms of no ordinary attention, the
well written, and, on the whole,
candidly expressed and gentle-
manly reply of Mr. Snow, to Mr,’
Simons’s pamphlet noticed in our’
Number for June last. We have
already said all we are prepared to
say respecting the latter produc-
tion; but it is with the greatest
readiness we declare, that Mr,
Snow's reply derives every pos-_
sible advautage from the uniform
appearance of a temperate and
subdued, yet manly mind, always
waster of itself, if not’ always
master-of its subject. It does not
indeed materially alter our view of
the general state of things, even as
given in Mr. Simons's letter: on the
contrary, it fully confirms the view
we have given of the entire want of
union and uniformity in the several
members of this defection. In
some parts Mr. Snow uses, it is
true, the pronoun * we,” much in
the same way as some favoured
champions®of a certain other and
much larger class use it, when
they mean to put the best face on
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false divinily, and wish to attach
to their individual statements of
almést orthodoxy the stamp of
authority. “ We,” used by the in-
dividual ‘champions of any school,
always bears an indeterminate
meaning. In this truly bheteroge.
neous ove, il is doubly ambiguous.
And we find, towards the end of
“*¢the Reply,” that Mr.Snow has,very
properly, changed the number, and
has given bis own disclaimer of
certain extreme doctrines which he
Jeaves us to believe or not as. we
please, on Mr. Simons's authority,
to be the general belief of his fel-
low-dissidents,  This disclaimer,
however, renders if doubly our duty
to declare, i the clearest manaer,
that we consider no oue person
clhiargeéable with the opinions of
another, and wish to allege nothing
whatever as chargeable any farther
than as we are guided by the litera
scripta of publications, which must
answer for themselves. With this
reserve, we shall state our remarks
under two or three short heads,
which seem to us to embrace the
main opinions now current in this
fluctuating body.

1. What we must designate, ac-
cording to the fashionable vocabu-
lary of the day, ultra-Caolvinism,
or mose properly, perhaps, ultra-
Predestinarianism, is clearly at the
root of all their sentiments and
reasonings.

It appears to us that their view
of the eternal union between Christ
and his church, which Mr. Shmous
has properly informed us 10 be the
great watchword of their doctrinal
system, bas taken its rise in their
minds from .their peculiar notions
of © God’s predestination,” That
whick may have been fore-ordain-
ed from all eternity, they seem tfo
consider to have had aun existence
from all eternity ; and in this sense,
they apprehend that beth Christ
and lhis church have bad a real
though latent ynion, before all ages.
Much of this strange Matter may
be seen in Mr, Simons’s Letter and
Appendix, to which we can only

.
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advert, by saying, that Mr. Snow,
Jor himself, disclaims this notion of
pre-existent union. I do not be-
lieve in an actual union from eter-
nity between Christ and his ehurch.
Christ's human nature, by which
alone he could be united to the
church, did not exist from eternity,
The notion of .an eternal creature
is absurd.” (Snow’s Reply, p. 66.)
With regard to his friends, this
¢ absurd *’ potion stands uncontra~ -
dicted. .

A more imelligible illustration
of the *“ desperate length,” (See
Article XVI1.) to which their con-
ceptions of destiny ¢ drive’’ them,
is 1o be found in the frequent use
of that truly unscriptural term
* elect sinner,” meaning *“ an elect
person yet uncalled,” and of which
the following opening of an accre-
dited tract may be considered as
zn appropriate specimen.

“ John,i, 20. ¢ Behold the Lamb of
God which taketh away the sin of the
world,—Blessed news for a poor sine
ner! Blessed trnth for those who are
made willing to receive it!" Perhaps,
reader, it may be blessed to thee. Per-
haps ¢ the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world,’ may be that
Lamb which has taken away thy siu,
and this day thou mayest be bhronght to
know him.

¢ Reader—Thou mayest be an elect
sinner, vucatied hitherto, ¢ without
Christ, without God in the world ;" and
yet God may be thy God, and Christ
may be thy Christ. Gracious God ! even
God the Spirit ;—if this sinner who is
now *reading these words, be among
those whose sins the Lamb of God has
taken away, may it please Thee to en-
lighten the understanding and to open
the heart, to attend to the things that
are here written. If thou shuttest,-no ~
man openeth. If thon openest, no man
shutteth.” * The Lamb of God,” pp. 3, 4.

This, which may be truly cdlled
“the perhaps tract,” may be taken
throughout us an instrigtive exam-
ple of their view of predestination.
We need not assist ouvr general
readers, in the ecasy ®ask of com-

. paring these novel expreslions with

theyplain unsophisticated language
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of Scripture itself. But it must
ever remain a matter of surprize to
all but themselves,that these shoald
be the professed views of thase who
pretend to be the exclusive follow-
ers of Scripture ouly; and that
such wretched metaphysics, and
worse divinity, should, by any rea-
sonable persons whatever, be exclu-
sively denominated ¢ The Truth.”
We expressly decline to denomi-
nate their next step in Ultraism
by the term Antinomianism, from
a sincere desire not to appear, even
vto themselves, to misrepresent their
« doctrines of grace,” or to charge
them with an absolute rejection of
the practice of holiness. -After all
their extravagant maxims on this
head, it must be confessed, whether
to their credit or discredit, that
even their Christianity is still lefr,
some how or other, under * the
_bondage >’ of good works.

“ The believer in Christ Jesus, as one
who fs saved from.all his sins, (Acts
X. 43), as one who is perfectly righteous
bhefore God in the righteonsness of ano-
ther (Rom. iii. 22), asone who has ever-
lasting life (John iii. 36), cannot be too
constantly exhorted to the performance
of all good works (Titus iii. 8.)—as a
child of so loving a ather, let him he a

follower of God (Eph. v. 1.)—by the,

tender mercies of God, which he has
received, let him be besonght to present
his body a living sacrifice, hioly, accept-
able wnto God, which is his reasonable
service (Rom. xii. 1.)—as a member of
God’s family, chosen iu Christ, redeemed
in Christ, accepted in Christ, let lijs life
-be such that othersmay take knowledge
of him, that he has been with Jesus.
(Actsiv. 13.) ‘The believer shonld ever
‘bear in mind, that it is pleasing to God,
that his redeemed people should live on
different principles and display a dif-
ferent conduct trom the world that lieth
in darkness (1 Pet. ii. 19, 20; ii. 15;.
} Tim,v. 4; Col.iii, 20; 1 Thess. ii. 4.)
—aund that good works are the cvidence
of onr faith‘to others (James ii. 18)—
but as .to good works prevailing upon
God to forgive sin, they neither bave nor
can have any sach power. Sin is no
such triflg in the eyes of an holy God.

It is in his sight an uapardonable thing.

The wages of it is dcath—aund whenever

Review of Publisations on the late Secession

39

sin is fonud, death must ebsue.” The
Old Man and his Grand-daughter, pp»
21-26. .

This recommendation to the be-
liever secms, in our apprehension,
to be as strict as the most rigid
disciples of Law himself would have

* wished, in the shape of a command.
The distinction of command and
recommendation seems to he the
chief difference : and the main dis-
crepancy between their view and
that of Scripture (for we would
.make no other appeal) is, that, by
our new instructors, personal obe-
dience seems represented only as
abundantly proper for the deliever,
but by the concurrent voice of ail
Seripture, as absolutely enjoined
upon cvery creature. \Whoevet
weighs the whole import and con-
sequence of this distinction will
see it to be great indeed. * Al
mankind” are, by the Scripture,
“ commanded every where to re-
pent,”. and * to bring forth fruits
mect for repentance.” By this new
Gospel, onthe other hand, itis clear,
that the whole world of the “ non-
elect” are left under no obligation
to dosa: und the whole world of
the elect are equally sure of salva-
tion under every possible departure -
from the above recommendation,
aud therefore ure virtually free
from all obligation to attend to it.
Indeed, to be obliged to attend to
a recommendation, is an express
comtradictiou : it then becomes a
command. And the Bible tells us
of no command but what we negs
lect at vur peril.

In truth, the main business of
this ultra-gospebsm, is to get rid,

- root and branch, of that one word,
peril. The believer's final salva-
tion, the believer's presenty peace,
wmust ‘be in ne peril. ence, to
himself, holiness is to be_no evi-
dence of his state, for then his
peace would be ‘in danger. His
very faith is not to be the means
of his adhering to Christ, for that
would end®unzer his ultimate salva-
tion..' Mr. Cowan has written' a’
sermon to shew conviction of sin,
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to be no work of the Spirit; for

TIAN.
This' required exemption from

that would suppose it possible for 2/l fear and all peril, which we
2 belrever 1o be under the conscious  must leave Mr. Snow to reconcile

gurlt of sin.
maintain, is laid eternally unpon
Christ, “made over to him:” Clirist
was made ot only our sin-offering,

but “very sin” (Vide * Lamb of”

God,” p. 18, &ec.): and therefore,
in a most true and literal sense of
the word, “ he that is born of God
cannot commit sin.” The very
holiness which some do recommiend
to the practice of the Christian, is
by athers, with a view to this same
freedom of Gospel-grace, represent-
ed as theirs only byimputation, not
impartation or inherency. They
have been known to dwell largely
on this doctrine of < imputed
sanctification :” though, to do Mr.
Snow that' justice which we are
always happy to render where due,
we find that he, for himself, express-
ly disclaims this last piece of ultra-
absurdity. The hope which he
expresses for his friends, must be
but too unfavourably interpreted.
“I hope you (Mr.. Simons) have
charged all my friends as incorrect-
ly as you have myself, It isim-
possible that 4 man thus teaching,
can teach ¢ imputed sanctification.’
I do not teach it. The expression
is, in my view, absolule nonsense.
I cannot imagine what is meant by
it, and never could : to sanctify
means to make holy. Our sancti-
ficatiou is the making us holy. And
Christ is our sanctification, because
he makes us holy.”* Suow’s Reply,
p. 4t .

* Mr. Snow’s notion of holiness, or
sanctification, scems to us, in the main,
very correct. Not only does he con-
sider it as a principle capable of in-
crease, gpd consisting in knowledge,
faith, love, and a separation to God in
the undesstanding, will, and atfections ;
but be even explodes, with much force,
the . distinction entertained by 'Mr,
Simons and some other systewatizers
of certain umrenewed earthly members.
«If, indeed,yon areable so {g distiugui-h
between the soui amd the warenewed
earlhllj members of the flesk, (of which yon
speak in page 13,) as to say thattle svul

All bis sin, they with the lightest possible recom-

mendation of a single Christian
duty, has led, we presume, to that
vague, but thrice-reiterated expres-
sion of Christ’s * finished work.” If
a single duty remains to be per-
formed by the Christian, the work
of salvation is so far not finished.
Aund this, we apprehend, has led so
much to the appearance of direct
Antinomianism in many of the state~
ments in question, because it has’
been sensibly felt that a single prac-
tical requirement of any kind-—call
it law, or rule of life, or evidence,

-or condition, or by any viher term—-
still implies, according to this view

of things, an incompleteness in
Christ’s work, a uecessity for “ fill-
ing up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ in the flesh.”
And it is a real wonder that some
writers have not-only been led to
assert; that no' personal holiness

could be necessary to fill up this -

place in the great salvation, but
no aftlictions either: and that as
the people of God are holy by im-

is perfectly renewed,but that the earth-
y members, or carnal part of man, (in
which must be included a carnal mind,)
remain in the same state as ever, (the
olld man heing never either better or
worse, as some speak): or if, indeed,
you can so distinguish between the old
man and the new man, (by which you
understand two distinct patures in the
belieger,) as to charge all your trans.
gressions upon the former, and then
pronounce yourself perfectly innocent
of them, I confess myself unable to pur-
sue the same course. Whateversaucti.
fication is, it extends to the body as well
as to the soul, to the whole man; as the
Scriptures plainly teach, (1 Thess, v.
23.)"" Snow’s Reply, pp. 9, 10,

How important, then, -but how labo-

rions, liow burdensome, must these '

requisitions of Mr. Snowgippear to his

" fellow-teachers, in whom we find no such

definitions. With respect to My. Snow
himsclf, we can only
degree of astonishment, “ Js this thy
voiee- . ! and if so, we venture to hint-
“ qeantum sutatus abillo Hectore.!”

k, with -some -
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putation merely, so that they are
only by imputation afllicted.

But we are not willing to charge
any thing more of ‘¢ absolute non-
sense ” on these writers, than what
even ‘ one of themselves, a pro-
phet of their own,” seems half com-
pelled, proprio nomine, to impute
to them,
of them be true,” he will know how
to ““ rebuke them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith.” Their
monstrous expositions of the Psalms,
and other parts of Scripture, in
order to get rid of all obligation to.
follow the example of the Psalmist,
by laying every one of his virtues
to the account of Christ alone, we
must likewise counsign to the sane
Teprover. * [ hope if any be just-
ly censured by you on this score,”
[““this desperate, paradoxical, irre-
ievant application of Scripture,”]
“ your reproof may be useful, It
is absolute nonsense to say, ¢ Surely
there can be no kind of evil in
© seeing Chirist every where in the
Bible, since the whole book is
written concerning bim." There
is great evil in applying any passage
to Chirist, which God did not de-
sign to have applied to him.,”
(Snow’s Reply, pp. 28, 29.) '

The fault, it is true, is laid on
Bishop Horsley’s translation of the
Psalms, But is it not surprising
that those who profess to follow no
human authority, should bave so
readily attached their creed to the
testimony of that great, but some-
what venturous, theologian; and
that, also, a testimony posthumous
and totally unfinished ?

To say but a word wmore on this
head: We find an appeal made
by Mr. Snow himself to the autho-
rity of one, perhaps greater than
Horsley, bat still a man, and there-
fore liable to some overcharged ex-
pressions, even in his more tinish-
ed publicajons: we mean the
appeal to the work of tlic immor-
tal Luther on the Galatians. [lap-
pily for us, we need neither Luther
nor any other uninspired instructor
to teach us, that the whole mejit

€urist, OBsexv. No. 203,
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of our salvation is atiributable to
Jesus Christ alone ; and that, in the
article of our justification before
God, no claim whatever of the
most self-righteous moralist has
more to do than the demerit of the
vilest sinner. In this respect, (for

“we are not confounding the distine-

tion between virtse and vice), a
Manasseh and a Paul stand on
the very same fooling ; * being jus-
tified freely through grace by the
redemptiou that is in Christ Jesus,”
If Luther meant, which we believe
hie did, this, and no more, why ad-
duce an authority, which our own
church and - her ablest writers
would have equally well supplied?
‘If he meant more, or if he put this
same doctrine in an unguarded
manuner, the appeal must vecessa-
rily lie from the apparent immo.
rality, even of Luther himself, to
the real morality of the Scriptures;
and also to the many wischievous
cffects which that great Reformer,
and his brother Reformers, saw

. and lamented in their own time to

have arisen from statements then
jgnorautly made, perhaps uoder
their sanction, but now most cul-
pably revived in spite of. their re-
corded experience. ‘Thatthe same
leaven of partial and misguided in-
terpretation of Scripture (apparent-

y always coeval with any general-

ly renewed attention 1o its leading
and distinguished , doctrines), has,
in point of fact, existed from Lu-
ther’s time to our own, must be
kuown even to our least informed
readcers.  Happily, however, there
have not been wunting, in every
age, those who could see and ex-
pose the lurking danger; and we
are forward for this purpose to
refer to the excellent litile work of
Flavel (himself 7o Arminian ) late-
ly re-printed,. and standing, with
others, at the head of our article,
Against the grosser abuse of these
doctrines to the encouragement of
private vice or public crime, we
have still, e in the most profane,
some guard from a certain provi-
dential bias in the hum4n mind to-
G
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wards the suggestions of natural
conscience*, added to the sense of
reputation and the wise regulations
of «an orderly government., And
for the-good conduct of the really
pious and devout under their in-

* The dnly shew of a reply we have
ever heard to the most obvious of all ar-
guments against these doctrines, from
their liability w0 overthrow the power
and restraint even of natural con-
scicnce, has heen this, ¢ that the natu-
ral man will never embrace them, from
a fixed indelible propensity to a phari-
saical righteousness, and the constant eg-
deavour to purchase heaven by his good
works.” He will, in shoyt, do good for
heaven’s sake, in spite of all you may say,
that for heaven’s sake there is no abso-
lute necessity he should do so. Accord-~

jong to this style of reasoning, then, our
whole security against the robbery of
our houses, and the murder of our per-
s0ms, is built upon a’ mistake, and the
sooner men get rid of such a mistake,
the better far for their souls, if not tor
their neighbours. 'To suppose them-
sclves obliged, on any principle, to do
good, in order to final happiness is, in
the wicked, as pharisaical, as it is, in
the believer, legal. And these doc-
trinists can sce no danger of a worldly

mav, under the influcnce of strong.

temptation, having recourse to cithér
statement according to his tyru ofmind,
as a support to his wavering purpose of
guilt, and an ecasicr guide to the im-
pending, crime. As well might the
Atheist argue, that he ¢an see no danger
from preaching agaiust the existence of
a God, because the’ gencrality will still
belicve the doctrine of Theism, and the
disciple, who towers above the weak-
ness of valgar prejudice, willalso see the
fitness of moral obedience, even with-
out a Lawgiver. © We believe the capa-
city for Theism and morality,in the bi-
man mind, to be very strong; but they
. must be strong indeed to stand so severe
atest, " All the force of argument and
persuasion is necessary to keep up, in

the minds of the many, any lasting sense

of the ¢xistence of God, and their re-
sponsibility to Him forall their actions;
and we reckon those who weaken, from
whatever motive, these impressions, to
be only redeemed from the worst impu-
tation on their hearts, b the most di-
yect charge against the soundness of
their understandings.
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fluence, we. bave the security seo
well stated by Bishop Stjllingfleet.
“ Such who make no other condi-
tion of the Gospel but. believing,
and will scarcely allow that to be
called a condition, ought to have a
great care to keep their hearts
sounder than their heads; for their
only security willlie in this,that they
are good, though they see no neces-
sity for being so. And such, of all
others, I grant, have reaspn lo ac-
knowledge the irresistibhle power of
Divine grace, which enubles them
to obey the will of Ged against the
dictates of their own judgments,
But thanks be to God, who hath
so abundantly provided for all the
infirmities of human nature, by the-
laige offers of his grace, and assist-
ance of his Spirit, that though' we
meet with so much opposition with-
ount, and so much weakness within,
and so many discouragements on
every side of us ; yet, if we siucere-
ly apply ourselves to do the will of
God, we have as great assurance as
may be, that we shall be kept by
the power of God, through faith,
“unto salvation.” (Sermon iv, Vol. 1,
1696.) CC
The doctrinal excesses which*
we have attributed to these new
" instructors, have not been without
thieir due influence on the practice
of forms, It was a shrewd salu- *
tation of the old Baptist to his
Neophyte, just ascending from the
second wajers which had washed
off the stain of his infant baptism ;
« \yelcome, good sir— out of one-
form—into unother.,” These arti-
ficers of theolugy have also thought
fit to 'pass out of one form into
another —out of the goodly and
ancient rite practised by their fore-
fatbers in the church, and even out
of it, for the admission of infants
to the Christian .covenant, into
the comparatively recent aud very
far from generally. of graciously |
received practice, even amongst
dissidents themselves, of reserving -
“baptism to mature age Thewhole
foundation of this controwersy, con-
sitlcred, in itself, is, that gng party ty-
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pleased to suppose that it is incon.
sistent with the intentions of the
Almighty, that children should be
initiated, even symbolically, into
covenant with him, until they are
able and willing to make stipulations
in their own name ; contrary to the
positive determination .of Divine |
Providence under the old law, and
the generally-received practice of
the primitive church under the New
Testament dispensation.  Besides
the above, the particular ground of
our unew dissenters we apprehend
to be the determination (o find the
church, which they have forsuken,
wrong somewhere : and the most
convenient of all occurrences (v
them has been the’ late uuhappy
baptismal coutroversy excited by
the Salop Commitiee, in palming
Dr. Mant’s tract upon the united
Charch of England and Ireland, as
the aceredited code of doctrine
upon that subject. Dr. Mant, we

-Fecollect, in that tract, appealed to

the authority of the Presbyterian
Churches for the truth of his expo-
sition of Church of England doc-
trines®. He may now, with equally
good success, appeal to the autho-
tity of the new party. “ I am con-
strained to think Dr. Mant and his
coadjutors,” says DMv. Cowan, in a
figure, we presume, which implies
more than it expresses, “ have much
to say for themselves;” that is,
that they uare ¢ argumentatively
right, but theologically. wrong.”
(Brief Account of Reasons, &c.
p. 84, T

* The same concession in fivour
of Dr. Mant is recorded in other

¢ Authors and preachers, ‘especially
those of what is-denominated the ortho-
dox school, should becautious how they
‘call in the testimony of other churches
Yo the doctrines of our own. What, for
instance, would Dr. Mant or the Bishops

. -of Lincoln or Llandaff, say to the follow- .
. inf rémark, gu Brewster’s Ediuburgh

Encyclopadia, Vol. VIL p, 120, Art,
ConrEssion ;~*¢ It is genevally under-
stood, that all ghoare unconnected with
the Churchof England, have no hesita.
tion in' numbering the Thirty-nine Arvti.
tles among Calvinistic Colttessionst»
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writings of the Seceders; and we
should less question the sincerity
ol the * constraint” under which the
concession has beenmade, were they
able to answer a very simple but
very pertinent question arising out
of their own declaration; namely, to
which of the statements of Dr. Mant
himself, or to which of the state-
wents of his several coadjutors,
they mean to aflix the authoritative
stamp of * argumeutatively right,”
and * theologically wrong.” Mr.
Cowan must know very well, that
loud as the clumour has been on
the part of Dr. Munt and his asso=
¢iates, against one class of opinions,
they bave been by no means agreed
amongst themselves as (o any other
‘to be udopted in its room. Not
only have they fandamentally ditfers
ed from one another, but v, Mant
has beew under ¢ a constraint” to
retract one ¢ntire branch of his own
doctrine; and his own assertion, that
baptism universally couferred rege-
neration, has been expressly dented
by himself to be a doctrine of the
church as respects the case of
adalts., Can we then be satistied—

‘we should rather say, can we suffeé

ourselves to be deceived—by a pro-
fession of candour in speaking of
Dr. Mant and his coadjutors, just
ay if they were sll one, and of one
opinion, sad were all “ argumenta-
tively right,” though “ theologically
wrong ¥ Must we not rather sus-
pect, in thix oracular assertion,
something, of the same secret,
thouglt perbaps uncouscious, ob-
liquity of feeling uider which cer-
tuin other advocates of * Dr. Mant
and bis coudjutors,” though for
very different purposes, have mark-
ed with the stamp of fruth and
orthodoxy, not to say infallibility,
every successive crudity and self-
contradiction that bas appetred on
thits subject from certain names of
assivined and a-priori authority. We
need not the'instruction afforded us
by Mr. Cowan, to convince vs, that
doctrines ave often determined by
their authors rather thur theiv truth,
and that partics the. wost opposite
G 2 .
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in every. .other respect will occa-
sionally be found, for private con-
venience, in strange coalition. TFor
ourselves, we feel under no < con-
straint” to concede either to the
first or second “theological position
of Dr. Mant,” the praise of ** argu-
mentative” soundness; and, whilst
the names of Faber, Biddulph, Scott,
.and Bugg,of modern days,supported
by those of Bishops Bradford, Bur-
net, Hopkins, and the tracts of the
Society for promoting Christian
Knownledge, of more ancient times,
survive the shock of controversial
warfare, we shall not at all fear the
verdict of men of true sense on the
doctrine of our church, or the cor-
reciness of her Baptismal Service as

authoritatively explained by her.

own Article expressly treating of
that point®,

Tt might have been quite suffi-
cient, we should have thought, for
* men of light and men of love” to
have felt the difficulties attending
ultimate questions of all kinds, as
well as those respectiug sacraments,
and the sacrament of baptism in
particular, not to have pressed too

hardly upon any other class of men, .

or upon any form of words oiher-
wise sound, which might seem to
sary from their own precise view of
absolute perfection. Earnestly we
wish, that those who first raised of
late this portentous baptismal ques-
tion, had looked a little into the
infinite diversity of opinions which
have in all ages been professed on
this point, - still salva auctoritate
Catholice Ecclesie. ‘We could

* That so strange a position should
ever have been assumed as that, we
believe,-adopted by some disputants on
this subject, that the Article is to be
-explained by the liturgical service, is
to us as surprising a falsification of com-
mon sense fur party purposes as can well
be conéeived. Can there be a doubt,
that the Articles written carefully, and
subsequently to the Liturgy, are to define

the sense in which the services are to be.

_ -guderstood? And ean any explanation
of the Baptismal Service be more com-
Pplete than what we find in the several
Articles bearing on that subject?

-
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also have wished, but equally in
vain, that our seceding friends had
been less warm in taking up a basty
view of the church’s doctrine, from
the unguarded and incorrect repre-
sentations of a few unauthorised
individuals, But as those who can
learn in no other way, must be

*taught by that which is the uni-

versal mistress of the half-wise—
their own experience—these dissi+
dents have now to acquire a profit-
able lesson from their own uncer-
tainty with respect to the exact
demands of this sacrament. The
Quakers of old, after having puzzled
themselves to the utmost upon that
which, after all, Scriptare bas not
curiously defined, found no better
expedient than that of denying its
plainest injunctions, and renouncing
the sacraments altogetber. We un-
derstand baptism i3 likewise re-
nounced by some ‘of the persons
now under consideralion. Others,
as we have reason for believing
from Mr. Cowan’s passage aboye
quoted, differ us to the mode of
administering that sacred rite: and.
we understand that, in their earnest

‘haste to perform the ceremonial

part, in one iustance, the all-essen-
tial jnvocation of the Father, Son,
amti Spirit, was actually omitted by
the ofhiciating minister. We are
unwilling to pursue this subject
further.  Whoever wishes to see the
opinion of one of the party more at
large, may view it in Mr, Cowan’s
Brief Reasons, p. 34, &c. Butwe
canwot imagine that all his friends
will agree to the designation with
which he has been pleased, not very,
elegantly, 1o designate our infants
as mere “* corrupt lumps of flesh,”
incapable alike of ¢ good or evil,”
and consequently, we may suppose,
incapable.of possessing the blessing
so unmeaningly, according to this
view of the case,bestowed upon them
by a long-suffering Savjour. Oa the
other hand, we conceive they would
covet rather a stronger argument
for the practice of infwersion, than
the simple objection agatost sprink-
ligg, from its being * @ shadow less
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droad than the substance.” And
some, perhaps, will only tolerate
Mr. Cowan’s very questionable
statement with respect to the
power of the ordinance of baptism,
for the vagueness of the alternative
with which it Aeppens afterwards to
be qualified when he informs us of
his opinion.
¢ Unless I maintain, that it communi-
cates something—that-a blessing inva-
riably attends it, or that it is a sign to
the adwministrator, or to the parties look-
ing on,—I say, unless Imaintained some
of these positions, I should not know
« how to rebut the charge of reducing the
ordinance {o a mere nullity.” Brief Rea.
sons, p. 40, ‘

But we pass to the last notice of
error which it is our painful task to
make on the present occasion; and
it is oue to which we allude with
feelings of the most poignant regret,
and with a combination of hopes
and fears, as they respect the ulti-
mate issue of this controversy, very
different from what we should bave
entertained had the three preceding
qucstions embraced the wholeof our
avimadversions. '

T'o differ on some nice points of
Christian doctrine, or the power of
sacramental rites, or the terms of
church communion, is indeed an
accident which must be conceded
to the weakness of our common
bumanity, to the prejudices of early
education, and even sometimes to
the sensibilities of a trembling piety.
Weknow the leugths to which even
persons of devotion and sincerity
bave sometimes gone ou the above-
meationed points; and we allow,
that if the differing opinions on
these topics are not taken up to
Justify a secessiou, before resolved
upon, from auy given communion,
such opinious, after having occa-
sioned a separation, might remain
in the bosom of the separatist,
witliout addjtivn or subtraction, as
‘a cherished Portion or accompani-
men! of his faith through life, - But
very differentgs the classof errors to
which we now havetoadvert, touch-
tug the fundamentals of Christian-

. o’
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ity, and proceeding to the awful
doctrine of the Trinity itself. It
would be conceding (o these errors
an importance which we wonld not
attribute, even to the framers them-
selves, thie vanity of claiming, were
we to apprehend any great danger
to all the most received and the
most cherished doctrines of our
Establishment, and the whole Chris-
tian world from the side-wind
attack of an ephemcral page, or
passing tiact, containing, be 1t call-
ed the Arian, the Sabellian, or, like
Dr. Clarhes, ¢ the Seripture Doc-
trine of the Trinity.” We notice
thiserror principally becanse we are
desirous to give our readers a cir-
eumstantial account of the whole
affait ; and not a little also with a
view to illustrate the progress of
an error, taking its first rise pro-
bably from a blind suspicion that
something must be wrong in what
we have held hefore, and a full de-
termination to differ now as widely
as possible from the established
faith, It would be affecting, were

, there time for it, to trace the almost

upiversal descent of the various
Trimitarian errors that have infest-
ed the world, from these endless
sources of dissension. And though,
it is  true, the proximate cause of
such prrors may be an undue lean-
ing to the frail powers of a worldly
aud uusanctified reason, yet we
should litile hesitate to say, that
even reason itself would gradually
become convinced of the futility of
such speculations, were there not
sonie further secref though potent-
stimulus, such as we have hinted
ubove, 1o urge on a juded under.
stunding to novel and surprising
hypotheses. But what, we confess,
does surprise us, is, the assurance—
for such we must really call it— -
of those novel doctrinists, who hint,
in no unintelligible terms, that their
views, and their> only, are the ge-
nuine and unsophisticated prodace
of the word of God, - .

° .
“ Prove my doctrine by God's word.
I can only say, that it shall stand or full
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hy the express declarations of the word
of God itself, and by no other standard ;
also, to say this was held by these, and
refuted by those, is nothing to me; nor
whether it be called new or old. I have,
as I think, shewn it to be in God’s word,

. and have Jearnt it no where else.” God
in Christ, Letter I1. p. 39,

This doctrine, ¢ learnt no where
else,” is strongly contrasted in a
following page, with ¢ strict ortho-
doxy, as taught at Oxford and Cam.
. bridge;” and the following prayer
~ 15 offered, in p. 41, for those who
have been so taught :— :

« T pray most sincerely and earnestly
for ypu and our friends, that they may
hear and Jearn of the Father, aud be
made willing to receive the word of
God, and submit their own prejudicos
and human notions, received by tradiy
tion from their fathers. If it'can bel
shewn from the word of God, that jn
any respect I have left that rule, I de-
sire to be taught ; and while I bave a
vory strong conviction of the trath of
what I have advauced, I am sure that I
am heartily willing to lay aside all that
can by God’s word be shewn to be at
variance with it Ibid. p. 41.

. We must own, we should be sorry
to repress our rising emotion at
language like this, which arrogates
to itself the whole and exclusive

possession of seriptural ground, and-

consigns the immortal labours of a
Pearson (by name), a Bull, a Jones,
a Stillingfleet, and the whole united
body of Christian teachers and
wititers, of whatever name or age,
who have. advocated the Divine
personality and eternal generation
of the Son of God, to the worthless
ground of * prejudice and human
notions and traditions.” Were then
the Scriptures less within reach, or
less. frequently in appeal, as. well as
less clearly comprehended by the
several Trinitarian controversialists
than by the writer of this pam-
phlet 2. Bat. we forbear appeals
which. would fall without force
on such a question. We wish to
state facts; and we will only so far
answer the reasoner ia this case,
according to his own reasoning, as
to exhort our readers most scrupy-
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lously to follow his own example 3
and as he has learned his notions of
the Trivity from no one else, so
let no one elsc learn them from
him; and as he advises that the
Scripture alone should be.the stan-
dard of our faith, so we should of *
all things beware of unscriptaral
writings, sent forth with an avow~
ed design of overthrowing all for-
mer opinions on the most sacred of:
all subjects, and brivging down
Scripture to the square of some
new theory which, like a multitude
of others, requires oily to be un-
derstood to be its own confutation.

That we do not at present de-
tain our reardlers by making them
wnderstand the various shades of
opinion now beginning to rise upon
this subject, and one class of which
has becn embodied in the above
pamphiet, may be easily accounted
for fiom the natore of those opi-
nions theniselves. We should as

. soon think of quoting the insidious

reasonings of iufidel objectors,
without adding the refutation’ of
whichl, we have not a doubt, they
are all capable, as we should of
trauscribing any plausible state-
wents in opposition to the received
doctrine of the Trinity, detached
from that careful aud diligent con~
sideration of Scripture, and that
collation of * spiritual things with .
spiritual,” by which they might be
confuted. Weshall onlynow remark,
in general, that the positions in
question partake more or less of
what is ordinarily denoted Sabel<
lianism ; of which the leading fea-
ture is 1o deny the personal dis-
tinction of Father, Son, and Spirit,,
jn the Godhead ; and to maintain
the proper Divinity of Christ, only
as mysteriously united with the Is.
ther, and in a most eminent and
peculiar mannet bonoured with His
mdwelling. To this the pre exist-
euce of the human sopl of Christ
is added as a subsidiary admissiont
by some, to account for certain ex<

* pressions in Scriptuf. But thé

grand first error of dll®depdrturé
frqu true doctrine on this head, is
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plainly and distinctly asserted here,
as it must be implied in all such
cases, that Jesus Christ, as a person,

"is a creature, having begun his ex-
istence at some period short of eter-
nity, and therefore, with that total

» and infinite difference between
himself and God which must ever
éxist between the creature and the
Creator. Whether this position,
however studiously concealed and
involved in the mists of fhuman
reasoning; or whether the * strict
orthodoxy of Oxford and Cam-
bridge,” derived, in conjunction
with the decision of all catholic
antiquity, really from the strict test
of Scripture alone ; be wost con-
sistent with the animating address
of the Psalmist to THE SON, reite-
rated by an Apostle, *“ Thy throne,
O Gonb, is for ever and ever,” &e.
&e., we must leave to the “ dis-
cerning” public to decide. We
shall only further add, as before,
that we charge the ervors in ques-
tion on none beyond those who
actually confess to them; and we
must add, that in Mr. Cowan’s
Sermon oo the Spirit quoted above,
a very diflerent, though equally
rash view of the subject is given
in a single page, with the men-
tion of which we only trouble our

- readers to introduce to their notice
that curious historical fact which
will, we have no doubt, have its
parallel amongst * the Seceders”
of modern times, as it is related of

* the Arians of .old.  * It is worthy
of notice, that the friends of Ari-
anismn drew up seveuteen different’
confessions of faith within forty
years after they had rejected the
Nicene doctrines, and, after alf,
would abide by none of them; and

I am-not aware that they have
had, to this day, any stated creed.”
See Adams’s Religious World dis-
played, Vol. Il. Art. Ariqnism. -

After all, k' might ask these men,
had they those qualifications of head
and heart which would lead us to
hope for any sonsiderate reply,what
is it they in®end at this late period of
the Chyistisn church, these “lattge
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days,” these * last times,” by rais-
ing new opinions, if they are new,
or reviving forgotten ones, if they
are old, upon deep and intricate
subjects, which it has been plainly
beyond the wit of man wholly to
embrace or unravel, and which, for
along series of ages, the wisest and
the -best members of the universal
church of Christ had most safely
settled, not by reconciling diffi-
culties, but by embracing in all her
approved formularies, as strictly as
might he, the exact words and ideas
of Scripture? Do they really ex-
pect to set all these formularies
right, and their respective framers
and holders throughout the whole
Christian world .once more in fiery
contention, to find ont something
else more accordant with the sense
of Scripture? Do they really ex-
pect to make us better men, by
making us Anti-Trinitarians ? or to
increase our comfort and hope, by
assuring us, that He, whom'we wor-
shipand call God, is notso-in reality
and essence, but only by union and
inhabitation like one of ourselvest
They cannot surely intend to take a
species of theological, revenge -on
us fornoinjury intended or done 1o
them, by making our notions nearly
us unsettled as their own. They
cannot wish only to justify theic
secession from us by measures,
which, if carried to their full*ex-
tent, and allowed their full ope-
ratiou in all minds, would tend to
shake the first foundations of scrip-
tural belief throughout the world.
Much less surely-can they intend
to hint that they themselves are
beginning to doubt upon some of
the first and most essential articles:
of scriptural belief; and that
“ having begun in the spirit,” they
now- are proceeding * to be made
perfect in the flesh.” Least of all,
we trust, are-they judicially per-
mitted to hold themselves up as
a terrible example of a backward
course, perhaps from their present
creed to a ®wer still; from that
again, through the cheerless portals
of Socinianism, to the temple of
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Deism, and so to the too spacious
arnd but too accessible wilderness
of this ¢ present evil world.”

We had fntended, after the pre-
sent detail of opinions accompany-
ing this Secession, 1o advert for a
montent to one or two publicatious
which have come ander our notice,
and which stand at the head of our
article, written with a view of
correcting the errors in question,
or uncutralizing their effect upon
the minds of the community. To
one we have already alluded, in
mentioning a little work of Flavel
on Autinomianism, entitled,” “ A
Blowat ihe Root,” and newly edited
with an obvious reference to the
circumstances of the present day,
Besides this, and in addition also
to Mr. Simons’s exposure of these
crrors, already noticed, occurs,
what we have too long forborne
to mentian as it deserves, Mr. Bid-
-dulph’s able and cflectual «“ Search
after Truth, in its own' Field, the
Holy Scriptures ; or, A Reference
to the Apostolic Acts and Episiles
on the Subject of some novel
Opinions in Theology.” ‘Nor can
we pass over the two parts of * Se-
rious Remarks on the different Re-
presentations of the Evangelical
Doctrine by the professed Friends
of -the Gospel;” by Dr. Ryland;
an éminent Baptist minister of Bris-
10l.  The object of mnost of them,

as will appear on the most cursory

perusal, is to strike a blow at the
root of a suppused Antinomian
graft which has struck its fibres on
the stem of genuine, orthodox Cul-
vinism. Dr. Rylaud indeed most
particularly exercises his talent in'
clearing Calvinism expressly, and
by name, from any just charge, or
any fair deductions of the nature
complained of: whilst Mr. Bid-
dulph adopts the more general,and,
to our minds, more desirable, plan
of clearing Scripture, whatever be
otherwise its language, at least of
that tremendous use of it made by
some of weakening the authority
of. God’s law, and the obligation
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of holy living. He has for this
purpose passed through every pas-
sage within the limits he specifies,
which might bear at all nwpon the
suhject : and having catechised
seriatim their several contents and
tendencies, he winds vp the whole”
. at the end of his tract by a few
short but impressive remarks, in
the form of deductions, strongly
demonstrating, that regeneration,
sanctification, holiness, &c., have
all a practical meaning, and a di-
rect application to the hearts, con-
scieaces, and lives of all persons
calling themselves Christians. We
know not what Mr. Biddulph will
say, on reading, in Mr. Snow’s
‘“ Reply,” .as <noticed above, that
he bas no opponent, at least in him,
upon this particular subject. And,
perhaps, Mr. Simons may find him-
-self in a correspouding dilemma,
though with some abatement of his
dissatisfaction, when he finds that
Mr. Snow, who so strongly claims to
have been his own pupil, is not so
heterodox on this point as some too
eager critics or controversialists
may have apprehended. DBut it
may possibly be that both our or-
thodox divines muy find some re-
fuge from their elusive adversaries,
in the tecollection of certain clas-
sic stories, once familiar to their
minds ; and may exclaim, in refer-
ence to the party at large whom
they oppose, -
* Quo teneam nodo mutantem
Protea formas?
Whilst we would strongly refer
our scriptural readers to the pages
of Mr. Biddulph for the most satis-
factory aud irrefragable triumphs’
of scriptural morality; and our
Calvinistic readers, more particu-
larly, to the remarks’of Dr. Ryland,
for an ingenious vindication of that
particular code, from the charge
ol immorality, and of subverting the
eternal and universal gbligation of
God'slaw alike on all his creatures ;
we cannot but stsll cousider Mr.
Simons’s Letter as an important
historical document of what' has
bgen more or less in progress, the
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different opinions of our Jate dis-
sidents; as Mr. Flavel’s ¢ Blow
at the Root” will stand un equally
correct account, and effectual re-
futation, of the corresponding opi-
nions, as broached by speculatists
of bhis own day. We still require
some further historical details to
illustrate those more grievous, if
possible, and more desperate errors
Which we have painfully noticed, and
into wlnch, it is to be feared, this
party is now descending. And we
think any real and sober-minded
friend to truth will do ifs cause very
considerable service in these criti-
cul times, who will so far notice the
vague posilions .in question, as to
reduce them to their proper level
.of authority, with respect to their
not small pretensions either to
learning or logic; aod then will’
point out, in the several opinions
maintained by Seceders of former
days on the same subject, their
similarity to the present, both in
their spirit, their matter, their
worth, and their.vltimate. success®.

® After ‘this Review was written, a
small work of 32 pages was put into our
llands, called, “ Familiar Remarks ‘on
a Pamphlet, en(uled ¢ God in Christ,
‘concisely exposing the absurd and dan-
-gerous -doctrines which it contains,”
This reply, which is anonymous, has
issued -from the Bristol press,and ap-
‘pears to us to contain as complete an
exposure of the fallacy and sbsurdity
“of the opinions now promulgated by some,
at least, of this ever-varying body, re-
specting the nature of the Godhead,
as Mr. Biddulph's little work exMibits
of their ‘unscriptural and mischievous
views' of the obligations of the moral
law of God., ¥From ' this anonymous
pamphletwe shall quote a few sentences,
which may verywell stand as a reply to
the statements of the Seceder,

. Itis so easy to make bold assertions,
that to detect all the fallacies contained
in the pamphlet, called, ¢ God in Christ,’
would require a work of much greater

" extent; becagse it is not enough to con-
tradlct what is asserted, without prov-
ing it to be ground!c#s."—-— Besides,
“ this would bm to give to a farvago of
absurdities,a delusive zir of import-
ance.” ¢ To persons who lmve not
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For oursclves we find it abun-
dantly necessary to draw our

read the pamphlet, some of the absur-
dities ascribed to it may seem incredi-
ble. A bricf and obvious proof may,
therefore, be requisite. Of the Hebrew
wrord Elvkim, the author asserts (Letfer
1L p.32), that ¢ the Septuagint transla-
tors have travslated it ©s00, God, neter
s, Gods” Any body who can refer
to Trominiuyg’s Concordance may see, on
the contrary, that the LXX rendered
Elokim by e, Gods, about 1S9 times.”

¢ In his Second Letter, he adopts a
ridiculous singularity of style, by always
calling the Holy Spirit, ¢it.’ He tells
us, in page 12, ¢ It is called Ae andwho,
whean referring to the masculine namey
¢ Comforter, nceer (m the originul) when
referring to the name ¢ Spirit.’ The first
passage to which I bappened to turn, on
this occasion, was Joha xvi. 13, 14,
where Y fonnd xenog, he, referring to
rysupa, ¢ Spirit,! expressly twice, and
implicitly seven times more, with ravrds,
himself, also used of the Spirit; all in.
two verses.”

T'o adduce every instance of equally
positive and equally groundless assers
tion, would, our author observes, be
endless, ¢ I believe,” be adds, ¢ that
theve will be little danger of mistake if
the following additions are made to the
(seceding) author's list of erruta :—

' % For necer, nad often.

“ For there is no reuson, read theze i

every reason.

“ For it is impossille, read it ucertum.
With similar corrections passim.”

1t may Le well to remark, before we
elose this note, that the seceding author,
though he wishes to explode the re-
ceived doctrine of the Trinity, yet is
anxious to establish one of his own.
“The Trinity which he propeses con-
sists of) 1st, “ the Fatheyy the God and
‘Father of all”* 2d, « Christ, a Media-
ter.” 3d, °“ The pesple, who ave one-
with the Father and the Son."—He then
adds, “ The Tather and Christ one,
Christ and the people one;” * here is

,a blessed Trinity indeed!—would to
God it-were better known.” (Letter I,
p. 16)—But enough of this. We have
loug wished that these men would write
a book, feeling a finn persaasion that
‘this would vender the confutation of
their opinions superflious. We have
not been d®%appointed, (See B-Tim.
iif. 9.

We have also just peruaod another

H
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lengthened remarks to a close, by
a few concluding observations of a
merely practical nature; which we
-offer, as we trust, 'without the small-
est irritation or desire to excite any
in those to whom they may imme-
diately apply ; and with a most
affectionate regard to the spiritual
interests of all, as far as we may
presume to attempt their benefit by
any remarks of our own. |

We desire, in the first place, to
make our joyful conviction the-
roughly understood by all, that
every person is fully entitled in
this free and .happy ' couatry, as
well. as by natural and unquestion-
able right, to follow the dictates of
his own conscience, so Jong as those
dictates do not interfere with the
corresponding rights and interests
of his neighbour, We should be as
sorry as any man can be when his
meaning is wholly misunderstood,
if any thing we have said in’the
above hasty and imperfect sketch

should be construed into the slight-

est indulgence of that spirit evinced
by the disciplesagainst aman—* be-
cause he followeth not us.,” Much
less are we conscious of the slightest
wish to coerce, by temporal means,

work of considerable research, (for pub-
lications on this subject are rapidly
crowding upon- us), entitled, ¢ The
proper Deity and distinct Personality,
Agency, and Worship of the Holy Spirit
vindicated against the recent Cavils of
Messrs. Baring, Bevan, Cowan, &c. By

" R.H. Carne, A.B.” royal 12mo. pp, 313,
~Theimmediate ¢ccasion of Mr. Carne's
wark was, it seems, the xepublication of
a forgotten and worthless Unitarian
tract, written twenty years since, by a
Mr. Marsom, a bookseller, of London,
and the approbation expressed of that
tract by the Rev. George Baring, who
-has widely circulated it by sale and
gratuitous distribution.  This same
tract, it seems, has also réceived the
warm eulogiums of Dr. Carpenter, the
leading Socinian of the West of England.
Mr. Carne, in addition to hig vindication
of the Trinitarian doctrine, has exposed
jn detail the versatility and vacillation
of some of the Seceders,&vhose motto
seems to be, *“ Constant to nought but
¢hange.”
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any spiritual obliquity ; or to recal
the very shadow of that departed
bigotry which would have consign-
ed, for less religious delinquencies
than some we now witness,aServetus
to the flames. Happily, ¢ the in-
tolerant persecution of the religious
world” is now found no where, nor
can be, except, perhaps, in the
pages of Mr. Cowan, - Even “ that
scorn and contempt of the ungodly;”
those “* shafts of yidicule and sueers
of contempt from the world;” which
Mr. Cowan mentions, are not the
certain testimony of an individual's
rectitude, They are now, perhaps,
as often levelled at obvious eccen-
tricity in manner, rashness and
petulance of spirit, and really
blameable. deportment of many
kinds, sometimes apparent even in
good men, as at that which is
genninely and exclusively excellent
in their character. Avoiding these
unnecessary accompanjments of
doctrine, sound ot unsound, we
believe both may often pass un-
noticed, or, if noticed, uncensured,
even by men of the world ; ‘while,
on theother hand, weare persnaded,
that great tenderness and much
respect would genecrally .be cxer-
cised towards those who had, for
the sake of conscience, relinquished
much of this world’s best portion,
Such, at least, we wish to be under~
stood as our own feeling : and even
in our strongest expressions on this
subject, drawn forth for the com-
mon benelit, we desire, if we know
ourselves, to proceed not a step
beyond the wmost tolerant of all
religions, and not the least tolerant
of all churches. ‘

We are even glad to make any
apologies in our power for the per-
sons in question, We are willing, .
in the more favourable sense of the
word, to consider them as misled,
Some, we fear, may have been most
imprudently seduced by ill-timed
flattery into a totall? false and
overweening opinion of .their own
understanding. Otliggs may. have
been prematurely led te what, by

" the greaiest of all ubuse of terms,

.
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have been called the heights or'the
profunditics of the Christian faith ;
and have been taught to look upon
a few ill-sorted scraps of wretched
metaphysics, as a sign of advance-
ment beyond their neighbours to-
wards the perfection of Christian
knowledge. To call those attain-
ments of the Christian ‘¢ high,”
which bave rather respect to the
head than to the heart, is, we deem,
one of the chief master-strokes of
policy by which the great enemy of
souls has contrived to delude and
corrupt the Christian Church in
every age. Such knowledge * puf-
feth up,” but *“ charity edifieth.”
Some buve been betrayed by the
plausible dogmatism of {alse oracles.
We nust own we are not much
surprised at any lengths to which
persons ‘might be hurried who can
appeal to such treatises as some of
those which are adduced by the
Seceders in confirmation of their
views, But, after all the conces-
sions, however, which we- might
fondly multiply without Jimit, on
this painfyl question; after all the
charity we might indulge, and the
toleration we might practise; mnuch,
we feel, is still due to truth, much
to the interests of religion, both as
" it respects the persons in question
themselves, threir several hearers or
admirers ~for such, we fear, there
are—and also as respects the church
and the world at large.

To the world at large it is, impos-
sible not to look with pityeand
regret, when we consider for a
moment what must be the cffect on
their minds from the direful spec-
tacle of all these various events
and ever-fluctuating opinious in tbe
bosoni of the great Christian family.
Is it possible they can think that
we have found any very safc or sure
guide in the holy Scriptures, that
fountain ofgll light, if they should
be led to fix their eyes, as assuredly
they must, upon Christiaus appa-’
-rently equt in seriousness’ and
attention, falling into the utmost
vehemence of dissention, and dis-
tance of opinion, upon all the most
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essential, sacred, and fundamental
articles of the Christian faith? " If
the Christian, and religious world
has been so long und so generally
mistaken upon the interpretation
of the Bible, may it not be fair to
suggest whether they have not been
equally mistaken about its evidence
and its authority altogether? And
then every inch of ground, as it is
successively quitted by our own
too eager combatants, may come,
by degrees, to be occupied by the .
hosts of infidelity, We sce no
satisfactory answer to such sug-
gestions, nor any sufficient guard
against the dangers they iuvolve,
but a fair and full exposure of the
slight grounds on which such ap-
parently important dissentions are
founded. We wish, therefore, to
account to the caviller and the
sceptic for such appearances, from
the personal conduct of a few
with which themselves alone are
chargeable, rather than suffer reli-
gious truth and Scripture itself
to bear the blame. And, on this
ground, we must be permitied to
remonstrate with the authors of
this schisin, on the estent of the
wischief whichit may produge. The
highly favoured David himself was
not suffered with impunity to “ cause
the encmies of the Lord to blas-
pheme,” and if, ¢ with well doing”
and “ sound speech that canuot be
condemned,” we are to ¢ put to
silence the ignorance of foolish
men,” what,must be said of those

“who, on the other hand, make it

their first principle to setat nought
all human opinion, and scruple not
to outrage ail imaginable rules of
good order, Christian. unity, and
commou consistency, gither amongst
themselvesortheir fellow-Christiaus,
uuder, perhaps, the ill-understood
and inapplicable pretext, that “ they
are judged of no man.”™ Assuredly
Christianity, to say the least, oan
owe little to such teachers, id the
opinion of the world. It is well if,
in more ways than one, they do not
contribute to swell the ranks- of
sce iticism. We have licard of one,
2 .
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it might be of this latter class, who
attended one of their new lectures
in speculative theology, and came
away with,a smile, saying, that he
had heard some ** amusing blas-
phemy:” and we wust own we saw
no resemblance iu this report to
that conceived by an Apostle, of

another hearer in a Christian assem-.
bly :~* I{ there come in one that
believeth not, or one unlearned, he:

is convinced of all, be is judged of
all: and thus are the secrets of his
heart made manifest ; and so falling

down on his face, he will worship

God, and coafess that God is with
you of a truth.” .

Something, ‘also, is due to the
church in particular: by which,
though we refer more especially to
our own establishment, we would
. not by any means exclude the or-
thodox part of our dissenting neigh-
bours, of whatever denomination,
whom we cannot but consider as
fellow-sufferers with ourselves in
the -stroke levelled, by this new
Secession, at the common founda-
tion on which we all stand.

If they can'reconcile themselves
neither to the baptism of one, nor
to the moral exhortations of another,
nor to flie discipline of these, nor
to the “ strict orthodoxy ™ of thoseé ;
if they begin ¢ with their hand
against every one;” can they be sur-
prised, though “ every one’s band
be not agaiust them,” yet that all
should make common cause of self-
inquiry and self-defence? It at
* least behoves the Christian church,
for its own satisfaction, to recur to
the great foundations ou which she
has outstood severer storms than
what may at present assail ber. As,
ou those several points on which
good men of various coufessions do
~wnavoidably differ, cach should

study -to be fully persuaded in his’

own mind; so all should take a
lesson, from passing events, to cling
to those greater and weightier mat-
ters' in which tbey haphily agree.
- Xt should afford matter of consola-
tory reflection that, on the grand
and essential points of the proper
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Divinity of the eternal Word of God,
his full, perfect, and sufficient sacri-
fice for the sins of the whole world,
the universality of his office, and
the sufficiency of his grace, together
with the all- important fruits of righ-
teousness, true repentance, stedfast
faith, joyful hope, and rooted cha-
rity, as the necessary aud evidential
results of that grace, the Churchof
Christ, in all ages, has agreed with’
that full harmony of consent which’
can leave no reasonable person in
doubt where the real doctrine of
the Bible ‘is to be found, or where -
he may assure himself, through mer-
cy, of an interest in the promises
made to faith and obedience. In pro-
portion totheclearnessand the vital-
ity of these several principles of a
true faith, must necessarily be the
earnestness with which we must
contend for them; and it must be
-added, as we see the rashness and
the readiness with which even these
plain and almost undegiable posi-
tions of Seripture, can be tampered
with, perverted, and trifled away,
by the insigniftcance and sciolism of
a day, we must be led to the utmost
thankfulness for some fized stand-
ard of faith, and some impression
left on the minds of multitudes of
pious and discerning characters,
that the church to which they may
belong has an authority, to which
deference at least is due in deter-
mining from Scripture deep and:
intricate¢ and controverted points.
We plead guilty to no popish pro-’
pensities : indeed, we have the vt-
most abhorrence of church tyrauny
of all sorts, But we are taught by
such events as the present, forcibly
taught, that “ there is a medivm in
all things.” To enforce spiritual
belief with temporal sanctions, is
against the very cssence of Chris-
tianity. Dut to hold up the wisdom .
of ages, and’ the authqpity of the
wise and good ; to think nothing
wrong because established, and
nothing right because fingular and
novel and unauthorised; to -susw:
Hem{ our own judgment on many-
oubtful points on which others
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have presumed dogmatically to
pronounce, and even to surrender
our opisions and forget our preju-
dices, where they manifestly inter=
fere with the very being, the order,
and the harmony of any Christian
community whatever; to conform,
in short, to the golden rule of
Christian simplicity professed by
one in an -elder church, ¢ Lord,
I am not haughty, nor mine eyes
lofty ; neither do T exercise myself
in great matters, nor in things too
high for me ;" — all this we deem,
not Popery, but true Christianity,
the fruit of that meeck aund quiet
" spirit which is, in the sight of God,
of great price, the very condition
and sine qua non of lasting peace
and lasting usefulness ; no bad pre-
paration for a dying bed ; and
though, perhaps, assailed with the
* sneers” and the ¢ contempt,” and
the really “intolerant persecutions”
of those who think ¢ the less they
have to do with the religious world
the better,” yet as rational and as
dignified a line of conduct for men
and for Christians as that course,
which wewill not designate, adopted
by our unhappy seceding brethren.
To the still remaining hearers and
admirers of what we would Lope is
not a very growing or prevalent
party, we consider ourselves as
having in some measure spoken in
the foregoing remarks, We must
ouly so much farther discharge our
bounden duty, though *“in love,”
as to say—Beware whom and what
you follow, The Gospel itself gives
no uncertain sound, After all your
attention, and.all your willingness
to leatn, can you really learn what
these teachers mean, or. whereof
they aflirm, and by what important
land marks of doctrice they not
only differ from others but agree
among themselves. The multitude
of them thygt believed in former
-tiimes, were of one -mind, and of the

same judgment. ‘They soon pro-°

vided thems®lves, under an all-wise’
direction, with a settled, form of
church government, and inter-cgm-
munion both in doctrine and dis~
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cipline : and to the question, Where
is Christ? it was not necessary to
answer, “ Lo here is Clirist, orle
there,” for he was readily found in
‘one settled, sound, and uniform
* word of faith” preached by the
Apostles, believed ou in the world,
known, and read, and approved by
all men. Do these marks of true and
genuine charchship exist amongst
those whom you are now choosing
for your new lights and guides to
truth? Do they not disclaim ex-
pressly all such agreement? Do
they even profess to agree, at dif~
ferent times, with themselves? And
if you imbibe one set of notions and
opinions one month, have you the
least security you shall not be re-
quired to change your beliefanother
month, and shift your foundation
with a floating sand ? Novelty is
bewitching, apparent sincerity at-
tracts confidence, and, above all,
the name of Christ pronounced
by those who seem to suffer in his
cause, is most commanding. But’
are these things conclusive? Are
they not rather grounds of just
suspicion that you may have been
deceived by appearances, and may
not have examined to the bottom a
plausible exterior? But we must pro-
ceed no further. We should charge
the persons holding forth these ap-
pearances with nothing butina way
of application directly to themselves
and their own consciences ; and
with this we would in a very few
words termingte our remarks,

After all we. have said of theill
effects of these novel proceedings in

the church, or the world at large,

and of the necessity for otiiers to
examine the preteusious of these
new doctrinists, it seems to us a
still more important and pressing
demand - we have to make- upon
themselves, to examine the effect
upon their own characters and

‘hearts, and the reality and truth of*

their own pretensions, Do they
take for gfnted, that because the
word’ schism has been absurdly in-
terpreted a thousand times, and is
successively made the watch-word
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of bigotry in every age and every
sect, that therefore there is no such
thing at all as schism, nor any de-
nunciation of Divine anger against
those who cause it in the church?
For our parts, we believe a spirit
of schism may well be defined a
selfish temper, separatingitself from
others, or.others from itself, upon
any ground whatever that is de-
monstrably incompatible with the
barmony and integrity of the whole
Christian world. Iow far their
conduct will stand this or any other
rational test, which they may pro.
pose to themselves, we know uot;
but assuredly we may pronounce,
to any religionist whatever, the
fallacy of that state of mind which
includes in it no social feeling, and

- that of a very wide extent, towards
the whole body of fellow. Christians;
or which rests satisfied and perfect-
ly easy in a condition of dissociation
which scarcely knows a parallel in
the history of Christianity. Itisa
most fearful definition given by an
Apostle of some, which we would in
all candour leave to the considera-
tion at Jeast of those persons:—
“These be they that separate them-
selves ; sensual*, having not the
Spirit.” _—

Ancthier point to which we would
advert, is the propriety of preach-
ing and openly declaring every new
mode of opinion and doctrine which
may happen to start up in the mind,
before it has taken time well to
consider whether it be indeed the
last conclusion of a settled judg-

.ment, or the mere hasty froth of an
" effervescent imagination. We could
most “earnestly have desired, for
their own sakes, and perhaps for
their hearers’ sakes, that these men

bad cecased to be preachers when

they ceased to be cliurchmen : itis
very true, if they hiad done so, and
retired tg study and reflection, with
any lasting prejudice on their minds

* We wonld here wnderstand by the
word sensual, not persdns’nddicted to
sensual indulgences, but persons self.
willed, aud following their own opinious
at all hazard,
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against the Establishment, they
might bave come forth at last,
either in the pulpit or from the
press, more formidable enemies,
and perhaps more mischievous dis-
turbers of peace and umity than
their ‘present rashness can permit
them to be. DBut there would have
been, in this case, a chance that
their better judgment would have
prevailed over their worse,and their
 thoughts, often revised and cor-
rected,” over their first hasty effu-
sions. We should all have known
what we were about ; and if doom-
ed to fight, should, perhaps, have
fought “ less uncertainly, less like
one who beats the. air,” and who,
though he knows there is an enemy,
scarcely knows where to find him.
They . would not have committed
themselves to any particular line of
doctrine and practice, from which
certain common - principles of our
fallen pature will not now, we fear,
suffer them to recede. In short,
they would then bave known *‘ what
they say, and whereof they afhirm :”
and, perhaps, might haie found,
and haply found in time, that in
order to be Christians, it was not’
abisolutely necessary they should
2ot be churchmen,

What we must. now make our
last .topic of admbnition, perhaps
of unavailing vegret, is the immense
and imminent danger of their pre-
sent rapidly -advancing progress
into "the regions , of speculation
the gnost impracticable, and of re-
searches the fnost interminable.
Once forsaking their former guide,
what shipwretk may they not inake,
we will not say “ of honour, digni-

which we presume to flaiter ouy-

selves is not a little the character-.

istic¢ of the true churchman, a spirit,
of pure and humble and peaceable
devotion ? Is it possiblg that devo-.
tion. can long survive tne practical

-study of the heart, and the almost.

tota} and professed saerifice of the
doctrine of ¢ frames and Yeeliogs,”

and such like *¢ priesteraft,” for the -

speulative investigation of the pri-

~

‘ty, and fair renown,” but of that -
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vileges, separated from the duties,
of the redeemed, and the nature
and  essence -of "devotion to the
Redeemer?  We could say ‘nuch
upon this subject: but time, our
readers’ patience, and, above all,
our fear of the impatience of lhose
whom we would willingly serve
with our humble advice, but of
> whom we are now compelled with
indifferent hopes to take our fare-
well, all admenish us to conclude;
and we_cannot do it better than
with the admirable advice of a

great preacher in their once half

loved, but now forsaken church,
applicable more particularly to that
which we consider as being at pre-
sent the most fearful feature in the
case before us:—
“ He that goes about to speak
of and to understand the myste-
rious Trinity, and does it by words
and names of man’s invention, or
by such which sigaify contingent-
ly, if he reckons this mystery by
. the mythology of numbers, by the
cabala of letters, by the distinc-
tions of the school, and by the weak
inventions of disputing people, &c.,

Lit. and Phil. Intell.—Great Brilain.
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&c. &c. may amuse himself, and
find his- understanding will be

like Peter’s, upon the mount of
Tabor; he may build three taber-
nacles in bis head, and talk some-
thing, but he knows not what. But
the good man, that feels the power
of the Father; and he to whom the
Son is become wisdom, righteous-
ness, sanctification, and redemp‘
tion; he, in whose heart the love
of the Spirit of God is spread, to
whom God hath communicated the
Holy " Ghost the Comforter; this
man, though he understands no-
thing of t!mt which is unintelligible,
yet ke only 'y understands the myste-
riousness of the Holy Trivity. No-
man can ‘be convinced well and
wisely of the article of the
Holy, Blessed, and Undivided
Trinity, but be’ that feels the
mightiness of the Father begetting’

‘him to ¢ a new life;’ the wisdom

of the Son ¢ building him upina
most holy faith;’ and the love of
the Holy Spirit of God making
him to become like unto God.”

(Bishop Taylor's Sermon on John
xvii. 177) .

——— v smaaan.
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GREAT BRITAIN.
PrepArING for publication: — €on-
tinuation of Sir R. C. Hoare’s Ancient

- Wiltshire ;—Humboldt’s Travels to the
New Continent, 4th vol, ;—The Worthies
- of Ireland :—~'Transactions of the Lite.
rary Society of Bombay ;— Jacobite
Poetry .of Scotland, in 17156 and 1745,
by Mr. Hogg ;~—Memoirs of her late
Majesty, by W, C. Qulton..
. In the press:—Sermons, (a second
* wol.) by the Rev. H. Marriott ;—Biblical
Criticisms, Translations from the Old
Testament,. &C. by Bishop Horsley ;—
Memoirs of the Rev. J. Wesley, by R,

Soutbey,—-—Jouney from Moscow to .

Constautinople, by Dr. M‘Michael ;~
Annals of the Coinage, by the Rev, R.
. [ J

Ruding ;—Remains of Dr. J. Leyden ;—
The Gardener’s Remembrauncer, by J.
Macphail ;— History of York, by Dr.
Whitaker, No. 1.;—The RoyalistArmies
in.France in 1815, by M. Tessier;—
Letters on Early Rising ;—Defcnce of
the Paor Laws, by S. Roberts.

Oxford, Dec. 12.~The following sab-
jects are proposed for the Chancellor’s -
Prizes for the eusuing year, viz.—For
Latin Verses: Syracuse.—For an English
Essay: * The characteristic Differences
of Greck and Latin Poetry.”—For &
Latin Essay : Quanam fuerint precipue in’
cansa, quod Roma de Curthagine trivmpha-
vit ?—S8ir Roger Newdigate’s Prizos
“ The Iphigenia of Timanthes.” ~
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Labovrer's Wages.—The magistrates of
Staffordshire, at their last quarter ses-
sious, taking into consideration the prac-
tice of paying parish labourersa certain
portion of their wages outof the poors’
rates, have resolved—* That such prac-
tice is highly detrimental to the public
welfare, as well as illegal, and that it
be recommended to the several magis-
trates of this county, callectively and
individnally, to discountenance the same
as muclras possible, by disallowing in
future all snms s0 paid in the overseer’s
accounts.” We hope that other coun.
ties and parishes will imitate this ex.
ample, s0 as speedily to abolish a system
which Las been repeatedly proved, on
various grounds, to be highly injurious,
both to the poor themselves aud the
community at large.

Bank-Note Forgeries.—The following
is an Yaccount of the total number of
forged DBank Notes discovered by the
Bank to have been forged, by presenta-
tion for payment or otherwise, from
1st January, 1812, to 10th April, 1818;
distinguishing each year,and also the
number of notes of different values ¢

. . lenl.
¥rs.l 12§ 2l | 5L (102) o), f ap- | Total.
] rds
3812] 12,255 4261{1125{205 |— |34 & 117,885 .
1813 11,087 | 3097] 827( 38{—f 4] 2] 15315
2813} 10,342 3321{t011] 38— |10} 1 | 14,722
1815) 14,08%] 2820 06| 4L 2f 1} 1] 17,665
1816] ¢1.860f 21411 795] 24 |—~| 5| 24 | 24.849
18171 28,412 183¢| 875} 52|—|—] 2| 81,180
asie} 8,937] 304 387] 21 |— 2,635
107,238117,727(582014191 2iz4] 35 |131,361

In the year 1798, the prosccutions
for forgery, or for knowingly uttering
forged Bank of England Notes, were
312, and the expenses 4,1301 In 1817,
there were one hundred and forty-two
prusecutions, and the expenses amonnt-
ed to 20,910L.; and in the three first
mouths of 1818, one hundred and eigh-

te¢n persons were tried, the expenses

for which were 19,9821,

Freneh Prizes~—The amount of the
prizes proposed this year by the French
Society for the Encouragement of Na-
tional Industry, is no less than 76,600
francs: a greater sum, probably, than
has ever been. devoted by any similar
institution, to the purpose of improv-
ing the Arts. Other French socicties
are correspondingly vigorous. Among

Literary and Philosophical Intekigence.
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others, the French Academy proposcs
as the subject for a prize to he given
Aung. 25, 1819—¢ the Iustitutiou of a
Jury in France;” a medal of 1,500
francs: and another prize of 1,200
francs proposed by a gentl eman who
conceals his name, for a poem on the
advantages of the system of mutual inv
struction [Bell and Lancaster}.. 4

Experiments have lately been made

.in France on the relative quantity of

Nutritive Matter contained in Vegeta-
bles,with a view to determine a certain’
basis to be adopted in those publi¢’
establishmenis where there is a great
consumption of leguminous plants, The
quantity of those used in the Maison de
Detention, for example, was formerly

- fixed by the price of the potatoe ; but it

has been found necessary to take as a
point of comparison, not the prices of
substances ouly, but their nutritious qua-
lities ;: accordingly three questions have
been submitted to the Faculty of Medi-
cine, tending to determine what quan-
tities (with reference to the nutritive
principle) of wheaten bread, meat, dry
grain, rice, oatmeal, or vegetables, &c.
may be substituted for a certain quantity
of potatoes. M. M, Percy and Vauquey
lin, who were appointed to make the
experiments, have ascertained -that
bread contains 80 nutritive parts in 100;
meal 84 in 100; French beans, 92; com-
mon beans, §9; peas, 93; lentils, 94. -
Cabbages and turnips, the most aqueous
of all the vegetables compared, pro-
duced ouly eight pbunds of solid matter *
in 100 pounds; carrots and spinach, 14;
potatoes, 23, As a general result, the
reporters cstimate that one pound of
good bread is equal to two pounds aud
a half, or three pounds of potatoes; and
that 75 pounds of bread and 30 of meat,
magpbe substitnted for three Luudred
pounds of potatoes. The other snb-
stances bear the following proportions
four parts of cabbage, or three of tur-
nips, or two parts of carrotsand spinachy
are equal to one of potatoes; and about
three parts and a half of potatoes to one
of rice, lentils, beans, French beans,
and dry peas. These experiments may
possibly be useful to prisons, work-
‘houses, &c. in Great Britain; dne allow, -
ance being made for thg difference of
English and French mod<s of diet,

*



<67

1319.]
LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS.
. . e e .

THEOLOGY. The History of the City of Dublin,

Sermons on the Union of Truth, Rea-
son,and Revelation, in the Doctrine of
the Established Chorch of England and
Ireland : preached in the years 1814,
1815, 1816; by the Hen. and Rev. Ed-
ward Johm Turnour, A. M. 8vo. 12s,

. A Review of Scripture, in Testimony
of the Truth of the Second Advent, the
First Resurrection,and the Millennium;
withan’ Appendix, containing IXxtracts
from DMr. Joseplt Eyrve’s Observations
on the Prophecies relating to the Resto-
ration of the Jews; by a Layman. Svo.
Oa. : .
Scrmons, chiefly on practical sub-
jects ; by E. Cogan. 2 vols. 8vo. price
1L 4s,

Sermons selected from the most emi-
nent Divines of the 16th, 17th,and 18th
‘Centuries : abridged and rendered in a
modern and appropriate style; by the
Rev. Jdward Atkyns Bray, Vicar of
. Tavistock. 8vo. 10s.6d,

The Duty of imitating Departed
Worth: a Sermon oceasioned by the
lamented Death of thie late Robert Bal-
four, D.D.; preached i Albion-street
Chapel, Glasgow, October 25, 1518 ; by
Ralph Wardlaw. 1s. Gd.

Questions-and Answers on the Cate-
chism of the Church of Englaud, adapit-

ed to the Capacities of Children; with,

short Exhortations, Prayers, and Scrip-
. ture Proofs ; by the Rev. Williain Marsh,
A.M. 6d.
MISCELL ANEOUS,

A Companion to the Globes; by R. T.
Livington. 12mo. 4s. 6d.

Evening Amusements,or thic Beauties
of the Heavens displayed, for 1819 ; by
William Frend, Fsq. M. A, 3s:

A Catalogue of Old Books, in the An-

cient and Modern Languages, and va- ,

rious Classes of Literatunre, for the year
1818; by Longman and Co. 8vo. 7s.
The Genera of North Ameritan
Plants, and a Catalogue of the year
: 1817 ; by Thomas Nuttall, F.L.S. .
_~ Am Etymolegical Dictionary of the
Scottish, Langnage. Abritged by the
author, John Jamieson, D.D. 8vo. 14s.

An Account of the History and Pre- -

. sent State of Galvanism; by John Bos-
tock, M.D..F.R.S. 8vo. 7s.

A Treatisé on. Spherics; comprising
the Elements of Spherical Geometry,and
of Plane and Spherical Trigonometry,
together with 3 Series of Trigonometri-
cal Tables; by ’L Cresswell, M.A. 7s,

[ ]
CHRIST, Orsgrv, No. 205,

»
L J

-8vo. 8s.Gd.

from the earliest Accounts to the Pre-
zent Time; by the late John Warburton,
Eyq.; the late Rev. James Whitelaw;
and tlie Rev. Robert Walsh, M.R.LA.
2 vol. 4to. 51. 53, on large paper 8I. 8s,

Annals of Aberdeen, from the Reign
of King William the Lion to the End of
the Year 1818; by William Keuonedy,
Esq.Advocate, Aberdeen. 2 vols. 4to.
4l 45, )

View of the State of Europe during
the Middle Ages: by Heory Hallam,
Esq. 2 vols. 4to, 31 3s.

Historical Blemoirs of the English
Catholics ; and Historical Minutes re-
specting the Jrish aud Seottish Catho-
lics since the Reformation; by Charles
Butler, Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. 1. 4s.

‘The Life of Mary, Queen of Scots:
drawn from tht Statc Papers; with six
subsidiary Memoirs; by George Chal.’
mers, F.R.S.S.A. iv two vols. dto. 34,
13s. 6d. .

Specimens of the British Pocts, with
biographical and critical Netices: to
which is prefised, an Introduction to the
Study of English Poetry; by Thomas
Campbell, Eaq. 7 vols. crown 8ve.

The Dream of Youth: a poem. 4s.6d.

The Widow of the City of Nain; and
other Pcems: by au Under-graduate
of the University of Cambridge. 8vo.
55, 6d. : .

- Tasso’s Jerusalem Delivered; with

- Notesand occasional Illustrations: trans-

Jated by the Rev. J. H. Hunt, A.M. late
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge,

" 2 vols. 8vo. 1. 10s.

Political and Literatry Avecdotes of
his Own Times; by Dr. William King,
Principal of St. Mary Hall, Oxford.

On the Principles of Political Econo-
my and Taxation; by D. Ricardo, Esq.
8vo. 1is.

A Graphic and Historical Descrip-
tion of the City of Edinburgh; by J.
and H.'S. Storer. No. 1. 2s. 6d.

A Classical ‘Yonr through ltaly and
Sicily, tending to illustrate some Dis-
tricts which have not been deseribed by
Mr. Eustace, in his classical Tourj by
Sir Ricbard Colt Hoare, Bart. 4to.

"2l 2s. ‘

Travels from Vienna, through Lower
Hungary, with some Account of Vienna
during the Congress; by Richard-
Bright, M.D. 4to. with numerows en-.
gravings, 4l.4e, "
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SEAMEN'S BIBLFE SOCIETY.
Tige Merchant Seamen’s Bible Socie-
ty, established in January last, is in foll

" activity. Por several months, 2u agent
of the Society has gone ou hourd the
ontward-bound mevchant shipy, when
‘eleuring from Cravesend, to inquire
into the snpply which the several ships
already possess of the holy Beriptures;
and, when needful, to invite the crews
to purchase at a very reduced vate; or

If this, throngh their poverty, cannot be’

accomplished, to. present, from the So-
ciety, Bibles and Testaments for their
use during the voyage., An exact ve-
cord is kept of such supplies, and many
opportunities have already occurred on
the return of ships to port, for inquirving
iuto the result of this rttention to the mo-
ral and rveligionsinterests of these men.
This has generally been satisfactory.
Ajready theie have heen sopplied up-
wards of 1,200. vesscls, navigated by
more than 16,009 men, of whom more
than 13,0¢0 wers able to read—1,300
Bibles and 2,785 Testaments have heen
gratnitously bestowed for the general
use of the ships’ companies; and 275
Bibles, with 126 Testaments, have been
pmchawd by individuals of the crews;
Su addition 10 the supplies found on
board, and which were cither placed
there by well.disposed owners for the
use of the seamen, or were the Pprivate
property of the suilors.

HIBERNIAN SOCIETY.

The sole objects of this Socicty are,the

diftusion of education and the disiri-

. bution of the Scriptures in Ireland.~
The aspect of the Society’s concerns
continnes to be encouraging and grati-
Tyiuy. lisfriends are increasivg.and its
enemics. (some of them 4t least) seem to
be either losing their hastility oy rélin-
quishing it in despair.

Most, bowever, of the Roman €Catho-
Jie priests in- Ircland, we fear, still ob-
Ject to the circulation of the Seviptures,
‘and to tlie schools of the Society, Stiil
exceptions occuy ;. as, for example :—

‘I have daily expected ” writes one

of the schooln.astcm “the arrival of the
Catholic Bishap he:e, from whom [ ex-
pected nothing hnta severe persecution,
and harsh invectives against me and the
parents of the children attending this
school ; but, biessed be God, who over-

rules the counsels of men, instead of the
expocted persecution, the Bishop bas
oxhorted the priests to gevern their
flocks with meckness, and not to exert
an arbitrary or tyrannical power over
any of them; in consequence of which,
the schools in this vicinity may be ex-
pected to fionricl, and produce fruit in
abuudance, to the glory and praise of
God. Some, who had withdiawn theis
children from the schools, are uow
anxions to have them retuvned.”

‘The followinyg is an extract from a
Jetter of a Roman Catliolic priest.

“ 1 feel grateful for the confidence
which you and the charitable Socicty
repose in wme; for my humble exertions
in the instruction of the poor. Would
to God that all Christians, of whateves
denomination, wonld zealously unite to
rescue them from ignorance, and diffuse
among them the light of tiie Gospel;
which would prove the most effectnal
means to rectify their morals, and im.
press their minds with charity, justice,
and resignation to the will of Heaven;
which virtues, necessary as they are for
their future happiness, do not fuide

. their condnct, -

* [ understand that some clergynien
of my persuasion do not approve or
sanction, in their vespective pavishes,
the method offered by the Socicty, for
the instruction of the poor Irish; under
the apprehensivn, I sappose, of their
gaining proselytes to the Irotestant
veligion. [ entertain no suspicion of
that tendeney; but judge very favour-

-ably of their laudable design; and, con-

sequently, shall always feel happy in
coutributing my mite towards the edi-
e i .
fication of my poor parishioners, aided
by the donations of the humane aosd
charitablc Society. I sincerely wish
that your.lahours and those of the So-
ciety, for the goud of ‘the community,

‘may be attended with the desired effect,

and terminate prosperously to lhe horour
of God.”

'Fhe following extracts of letters, f'ro:n
different writers, will bs read with
satisfaction.

“ A young pricst obsefved, that our
schools would- shortly flonrish in this
tountry, as there was a prospect of per- -
sccution being at an eud ; for that, on
Good Friday last,aconfcrence was held
in fhe town of G. at wiich thirty-threa
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priests wero present, as also the Bishop;
that the different priests, who did not
Yike the jnstitation, vequested the Bishiop
to give orders to suppress our schools;
and that priest H. opposed their pro-
ceedinge,, arguing from Scripture the
inconsistency of such as wonld resist the
truth, or prevent the education of the
poor who are in ignorance; which had
such.au effect on the Bishop’s mind, that
he gaid, ¢ You may do what yon please
in your different parishes, about this
matter; but, as for me, I heartily coiu-
cide with Mr, H.””

“ The priests, who were our greatest
«<ucaolics in this part of the countyy,
striving heretofore .to abolish the ivsti-
tution, to put a stop to the establishment
of schools, and to prevent their flocks
trom reading the Scriptures, are atpre-
ecnt recommending what they forinerly
prohibited. A priest of this parish
calied at my door a few days ago, aud,
10’ my surprise, told me that he never
waukl obey the Bishop in persecatiog
any of the free schools.”

* The moral tendency of our systesn is

Relig. Inicll. — Bibernian Socisly.
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found, that, even could they pay fo¥
their education, their children would not
derive the same advantage from other
schools, as from those of the Socicty.
Mauy, very many of them, have al<e
found that benefit from the Word of
God, in the bands of their children,
which has convinced them that it is for
their intevest to be jutimately acqnaint-
ed with its contents, These operate so
powe fully, that when they are furced by
public proclamation after wnss, or when
it is required of them privately at con-
fession, to take away their clildren
from the schools, they soun Telapse and
send them again; so that materiatly to
injure a school where the people bave
had time (o nppreciate its value, a priest
tmust expose himsell to the odium of
tepeatedly appearing its opposer.

* The people that would not hear me
when 1 was in this country abomt fifteen
maonths since, nor even look at one of
our Testameuts, arc now inviting me to
their houses, and begging me to get
Bibles and Testaments for thew ™

‘The sickness which has been so

1o small recommendation; for nothing <gonerally and severely folt smang tho

is more certain than that many wicked
parcuts would not wish to see their evil
babits transfused into the charactor of
their childreu, of which the following is
a recent instance :—A man, whg, in con-,
‘sequence of a strict injunclion laid on
him by ¥ather 13, bad taken hissou from
the Society's scliool hiere, Lut, after a
trial of two or thrce months, had made
i resnme his atlendance there, was
accosted, in the hearing of a persou of
veracity (who gave me the anecdote) by
an acquaintance, and interrogated why
he had, contrary to the priest's orders,
sént back his sou to tiic school, He
replied, ¢ Why, my dear fellow, what
could I do? While he attended at that
school, L hadevery comfort in him.® He
was a good boy, attentive to his book,"
notr would you hear an oath out of bis
mouth; but ever since I took him from
it, in obedience to.the priest, hic spends
his time in the streets in all wickedness,
and swears like a trooper. I wounld not
have my son so changed for all the
priests in the world; let them say what
they will, I will not keep him from the
school : and 'sure such schools are a
blessing to th(?world.”’» ' .
'The people hold the schools in great
-estimation. They have proved the talse-
hood of all 1% stories propagated ia
_order to infinidate them from sending
their children to them. They l:a\'e

poor in Treland, has, in some instances,
prevented the regulor attendance of the
children at the schools, and occasjoned
partial inferruptions of their daily pro-
gress. ‘The sutferings of the poor appeay
to have been iudeced grieveus in the
extreme. The manifest usefulness, how-
ever, of the schools, has enabled the
Committee, in various instauges, to pro-
cure subscriptious in their respeetive
neighbourhoeds, and small weckly con-
tribations from the parents, which so fur
relieve the funds of the hirden of entire
maintenance, wlhich at firct lay on then.
During the last quarter, fifty.six
new schools have been opened; bt the
amount which will be received asan an-
nual subscription of thice guineas fora
gclivol, and as qontributions from the
parents ‘of the children, in every cuse
in which such subscriptions and contri-
bntions cenld be obtained.willmake the
charge, of these fifty-six schools, to the
Society, only equal to thirty-four.

In the Jast year

In the present year
there were,

thercare, -

Schools,  Scholurs. | Schonls.,  Scholars.,
347 27,176 393 32,515
Increasesincelastyear, 45 4,740

There, ar® also about 1250 adelts,
who ar¢ taught to read the holy Scrip.
tures, by flie agency of the Society.

12 .
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The. schools and scholars are distri-
buted as follows ;o= - .

* County. Schools.Schel. | County. Schools Schol.
Sligo eeess. 47 . 4140 | Galway o... 23 . 1699
Jeitrim ..., 58 . 4712 | Loogfords... 6 - 459
Fermanagh.. £3 . 3671 | Tyron€.eee.. 21 o 2087
Donegal +o'o0 47 . 4202 ¢ Monughan ¢ 38 . 3596

3uvAl sobees 35 . 2817 | Corkeaceeeee 1. 46
Roscommon ¢ . 799 | Waterford .. €. 200
Mayo iou.er 52 . 4188 | —_—

392 32,516

‘The other branch of the Society's
concerns—the circulation of the holy

Scnpmres—has partaken of a corres.
ponding increase. ‘The British and

Foreign Bible Society has granted to the

Hibernian Socicty 1000 English Bibles,

2009 English and 500 Irish Testaments;

and also 200 Irish. Bibles, for sale or

. gratuitous distribution : previously to -

which, there were distributed, in the
course of the last year, 1610 Bibles and
6457 Testaments. The Hibernian So-
ciety has diflused these treasuves of
Divine' knowledge, among thirty-two
thousand poor and destitute childsen,
and among one thousand two hundred
and fifty dark and igrorant adalts, in a
‘part of the kingdom in which unwearied
efforts are made to exclude the pure
light of heavenly truth, and to perps-
tuate the darkness and errors of super-
stition,

A correspondeunt observes, “ Parties
for reading the Scriptures multiply. In
the vicinity of many of our schools there
are meetings for adults : many of them
cannot read ; yet they attend on those
whocan,with the most earnest attention.”

Various anccdotes are added in the
Report, illustrative of the effects of the
Society's exertions. We can give bata
specimen ;—

One of the Society’s correspondents
writes—“I found a pooy Roman Catholic
who could not spcak a word of English,
I asked bim what was his bope of salva-.
‘tion. * He answel,ed with tears of gra-
titude aud Joy, My whele dependence
for salvation is on Christ Jesus, who,
suffered and died for me,a poor sinner.
T thonght, some time ago, that the angels
in heaven, the priest on the earth, and
different other things were to save me;
but, by hearing the Scriptures read as
often as opportupity offered, I have
learned a better and a surer way of sal-
vation: for Jesus hath shed his blood,
which it was not in the power of any
other to do, for the transgressions of
sinners.’” 'Y )

A young man, a noted extort:ouer,
having met one of the schoolmasters ata
funernl begun to censure him for intro-.

Rel:g. Tutell, -——szernmn Society.

Jiterally become * new creatures,”

Jas.

"ducing the Bible iu the neighbourhood.
The xchoolmester entered on a defence

‘of the book; and ima tone of concilia-

tion so foreign to his former character
as to surprise the mao, rescued it from.
the many foul aspersions with which
ignorauce and superstition had loaded
it, and so happily evinced its true ten-
dency and invaluable importance, by the
effects of its contents on his own prin-
cipies and conduct, the pleasing change
in bis domestic circumstances, and the
peace of his family, that the young man
couceived a strong desire to have an
apportunity of judging for himself,
Accordingly, after the interment, he
returned to bis own residence with a
Bible, lent to him for a, given time; at
the expiration of which be came to the
schuolmaster’s house, and made this de-*
claration: “ I need not tell yon what I
think of this book. Youmay judge of
thelightin which I view it,whenLinform
you, that I intend to cancel all the en-

-gagements made with me by those who

were compelled by their nccessities,
last summer, to pass their promissory
notes té6 me for provisions, which I sold
ata ygreat advance,even over the current
‘high prices; and to accept from them
the lowest cash prices going at the time s »
and I trust I shall never again attempt
to enrich myself in.this way.”

The net income of the year has been
45321, 16s. Of ‘this sum Auxiliary So-
cicties have supplied 1501 9s.; und
subscriptions and donations inIreland
have amounted to 320 16s. 7d.

) MORAVIAN MISSIONS.

The United Bretliren, sommonly call-
ed Moravians, were, till lately, compara.
tively little known io this country.
Yheir. missions among the beathes,,
however, have recently attracted mach
attention, not only as models of what
such establishments shoald be, but as
proofs how effectually the rudest bar-
barjans may be civilized by being Chris-
tianized. Wherever the United Bre~
thren have preached the Gospel among
savages, they have introduced the arts
of social life ; and wherever the.Gospel
has been rccenved those savages bave
not
only in heart 'and in copduct, but in
personal appearance aud Sutellect. The
commendation due to the Moravians on
these accouats, has beeb Jiherally award.’
edy not only by enlightened travelless,
who have occasionally visited theig
reumic scttlements, nnd bccn struck

\
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with wonder on beholding the cpm.
fortable habitations, the happy circum.
stances, the humble demeanour, and the
fervent piety of the converts from Pagan-
ism, whether Greenlanders, Esquimaax,
North American Indians, Negroes, or
Hottentots *, but by the governments of
tiie colonies where the Missionaries
have been stationed, who have borne
the most favourable testimony to the

“benign inflacnce of their labours upon

thestate of society in the neighbourhood
of their congregations,and have extend.-
e to them the most indunlgent protection.

The ancestors of the Moravian Bre-
thren had been a chnych of martyrs for
many uges before the Rcformation.
Originally descénded from the Scla-
vooian branch of the Greek Church,
they never implicitly submitted to the
authority of the Pope, though their
princes, from the year 967, adhered to
the Roman communion; but they reso.
lutely retained the Bible io their hands,
and performed their church service ac-
cording to the ritual of their fathers;
and in their mother tongne. For these
heresies, as they were deemed, they
were persecuted withont merey, and
almost without intermission ; many were
punisived with death, wmore with the
spoiling of their goods, and muititndes
with imprisomnent and exile. In their
sufferings were literally exemplitied the
declarations of the Apostles concerning
the ancient worthies: ¢ They had trials

‘of ernel wockings and scourgings, vea,

moreover, of bouds and imprisonment;

* Vide Barrow's Travels in Southern
Africa, Vol. L. p. 308—372; also Lich-
tenstein's ‘Travels in the same conntry
Printed Evidence taken bhefore the
Privy Council on the Abolition of the
Slave Trade in 1789 ; Bryan Edwyrds's
History of the BritishWest India Islands,
&c,

Mr.Wilberforce, inhisPractical View
of Chiristianity,describes the Upited Bre.
thren as *“ a body of Christians who have
perhaps excelled all mapkind in solid

- and unequivocal proofs of the love of

Christ,and of the mostardent,and active,
and patient zeal in his service, Itisa
zeal,” he adds, * tempered ‘with pru-

‘dence, softened with meckness, soberly

aiming' at gr@ut cids by the gradual
eperation of well.adapted means, sup-
ported by a gourage which rio dupger
ean intimidgie, and a quiet constaycy
which ba hardships can cabhaust,”

" L]
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they were stoned, were tempted, were
stain with the sword ; being- destitute,
afflicted, tormented, (of whom the world
was not worthy), they wandered in
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth.” .

Among these confessors and martyrs
in the fourteenth century, appeared
Joho Huss, who was condemned to the
flames as a heretic, Daring the war
that ensued alier his death, the Church
of the United Brethren, under its pre-
sent name, was formed by those who
chose rather to sufter as witnesses of the
truth, than defend the truth by the tem-
poral weapons of warfave. A sanguinary
decrce was issned against them, at the
dict in 1468, and was conmanded to be
read from all the pulpits in the land. The
prisons in Bohemia were crowded with
the members of their church, and their
first Bishop, Michael, remained in closer
confinement until the death of the King
Podiebrad. BDlany perished, in deep
duangeons, with hunger; others were
inhumanly tostured, The remainderfied
to the thickest forests, where, fearing
to bhe betrayed in the day-time, they
kindled their fires only at night, vound
whicl they spent their iiours in reading
the Scriptures and in prayer. When
they afterwards obtained some respite
from persecution, they were the first
people who employed the newly.invent-
ed art of printing tor the publication of
the Scriptures in a licing “tongus, and
three editions of the Bohemiun Bible were
issued by them bofore the Refornation.—
When Luther, Melancthon, Bucer, and
Calvin, at length arcse to testify more
successfully than they had been able to
do agaitstthe errors and nsnrpations of
the Church of Rome, to cack of these
illustriois men the Moravians submitted
their dectrinal tenets, theéir ghurch dis-
cipline, and the records of their aflnivs;
.and from cach jn return they received
assurances of cordial approbation, and
the kindest enconragement.

But as the Reformation did not pene-
trate into the recesses of Bohemia and
Moravia, they had to suffer renewed and

-aggravated persecation ; “till, towards

the close of the seventeenth century,
they were so hunted'down, and scattercd
abroad, that .they ceased to be known
publicly as an existing chaurch. Their
devotions, at the peril of life and liberty,
were performed’ by stealth in private
dwellings, in ?leep forests, and in lonvly
caverns, a few oply daring to assemble
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in one place and at one thne. Frevious
to this dispersion, their Bishop, Amos
Comeneus, one of the most distinguished
scholars of that age, published their
history, with a dedication (which he
calls his last will and testament) to the
Church of England, bequeathing to it the
memorials of his people in the following
affecting terms:— If, by the grace of
God, there hath been found in ns (as
wise and godly men have sometimes
thought), any thing true, any thing
honest, any thing just, any thing pure,
any thing lovely and of good report; if

any virtae and any praise; Care must’

be taken that it may not die with us
when we die; and atleast that the very
foundation be not buried under its pre-
sent ruins, so’that generations to come
may not know wherc to laok for themn.
And, indeed, this car¢ is taken,and pro-
vision is made on this bebalf, by this our
trust committed to your hands.”  Sixty
years after this period, the Church.of
the Brethren was raised from its depres-
sion by a persecution intended to crush
"fts last remoant in Moravia. Some
families, flying from thence, found a
refuge on the estates of Connt Zinzen-
dorf, in Lusatia, where they built a
bumblie village (Herrnlmt), wifcli is now

the principal settlement of the Brethren..

As their countrymen, together with some
pious people from other quarters, joined
tbem, their congregations gradually mul-
tiplied through .Gevmany, and a few
were' establisbed in Denmark, Sweden,
Russia, Holland, and North Awmerica,
The Brethyen first appeared in Eangland
about the middie of the last century,
where, (though the most malignant
calumnies were civeunlated against them)
in the simplicity of conscions innocence
they laid their case before Parliament.
Their doetrines, discipline, character,
and history, were scrupulounsly examin.
el, in committees of loth houses,and
-a 'bill, exempting them from taking
oaths and beating arms, was carried
with the unanimous Jeonsent of the
Ybishops : indeed, all T)posmon to it
was abandoned after the final investi-
gation of their cloims: and they were
fully acknowledged by the British legis-
lature, to be ¢ an aucient Protestaut
and episcapal church, which had been,
countenanced and reliecved by the kings
. of England,his majesty's predecessors®*,”

*» See the Journals ofehe House of
Commons, vol. xxv. and Acts 20 Geo,
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The Brethren have now several con-
greg.mous in England, Scotland, and
Ircland; but their numbers are every
where smnll, and their means of sup-
porting thicir missions to the heathen,
very slender. Yet, even of the little
which has been at their disposal, no
Ainconsiderable proportion has been
furnished by the occasional bonnty of
Chiristians of other denominations.

When the Moravian refugees, on
Count Ziuzeudorf's estater, scarcely
amouuted to GO0 persons, when they
had only just found rest from suflering,
and were beginning to build a church
and habitations, where there had pre-

“viously been a desert—so great was

their ardent piety and zeal for the ex.
tension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, that
in the short period of eight or nine
years they- had sent missionaries to
Greenland, to the Indians in North
and South America, to many of the
West-India islands, to Lapland, to
Algiers, to Guinea, to the Cape of Good
Hope, to Ceylon, and subsequently to
Labrador, toTartary, to the Nicobar is-
lands, to Persia, and to Egypt. To 1732,
pitying the conditionof the Negroces in
the WestIndies,two brethren eailed to the
Danish island of St. Thomas; and such
was their devotedness to the work, that
having lhieard that they could pot have
intercourse with the slaves unless they
themselves became slaves, they went
with that full purpose, that they might
have the opportanity of teaching the
Africans the way of deliverance from a
far worse captivity than that of the
body, the captivity of sin and Satan.
Althaugh this sacrifice was not eventu-
ally regunired of them, sacrifices scarcely
Jess painful were cheerfully endured
for many yeais, during which they had
to maintain themsclves by manual Inbour
nad®r a tropical sun, while every hour
of leisre was employed in conversing -
with the heathen. The fraits of their
zeal and pcrseverance in due time ap- .
peared ; and in the West Indies (Danish
and British), there are now more than
23,000 Negroes joined to their congre-

1L cap. #4, and 22 Geo. II. cap. 30,

passed in 1747-1748; A congratulatory
Letter from Archbishop Potter to Count
Nicholas Lewis, onc of gheir Bishops,
on the occasion of his® consecration,
written in Latin, with a translation,in
Grantz's History of the Brethren, Pie-
face,
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" gations, and a’vast number have en.
tered iunto eternal rest, stedfust in the
fuith of Chyist. Nota step behind these
in ardour andl =elf deniul were the (irst
missionaties that went to Greenland in
1733. These were plain men, who knew.
ouly their native -tengue, and who, in
order te acquire onc of tive most bar-

baroas dinlects on the earth, had to .

learn the Dunish language first, that
they might avail themselves of the
Grammar of the Rev. My, Lgede, a
Dauish missionary then in that conntry.
Now, the principal part of the popula-
tion of Urcenland is become Christian,
and the state of socicty wonderfully
changed, and instruction, through the
wmediom of the Pahish as well as Mo-
ravian tonchers, is at least as universal
in that inbospitable clime as in our
own country. In 1734, some brethren
went among the Indians of North Ame-
rica. Their labours, their trials, their
sullerings, and their success, were ex-
traordingry even in missionary history.
Many thousands of these roving and
turbulent savages, of all otber perhaps
the most haughty and untractable, were
couverted from the error of their ways,
and adorned the doctrines of Ged thejr
. Saviour, bothin their lives and by tlieir
deathis. On one occasion, ninety-six
men, women, and children, being
treacheronsly made prisoners hy White
bauditti, were scalped and temahawked
in cold bload, and, aceording to the tes-
timony of their murdevers, with their
latest breath gave afiecting cvidence of
their faith, At anether time, eleven
‘missionaries were burnt alive in their
dwellings, or massacred and thrown
back iuto the flames, in attempting to
escape, by a troop of Indiuns in the
French servico,
In the late war, also, the Brethren's
' settlement at Fairfield, in Canada, was
plundered and burnt to the ground by
the Anericen army uander general Har-
rison, A missionary and his wife ac-
companied these Christian Indians on
their flight, who endured for more than
two years the most depiorable privation
with unshaken resignation, thankful to
God that they had yet the bread of life

and the means of grace, when they had’

scarcely any other comfort left.—In
1737, GeorgegSchmidt built himself a
hat, and cleared a piece of ground near
Serjeant’s River. Finding it impossible
o tearn the Hbttentot language, he sct
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the barbarians his own. He soon s0
won the affections of these Tude people,
that many became willing scholars, and
made proficiency in learning to vead
the Scriptures.  In the course of seven
years he baptized seven persous, who
gave proof of their sincere conversion;
but owing to sowme difficulties that arose
at that period, he went to Purope, to
obtair ussistance and to procure powers
from the Datch Govetnmentito pursne
his penceful ministry. These were
denied, and lie was never permitted to
go back to the colony. His heart, how-
ever, was aniong his Hottentots, till the
hour of his death; he was accustomed
to consecrate a part of every day to
praver to God in their behalf; and it is,
recorded, that he was at length fondd a
corpse in the performance of this duty.
Meanwhile, though his scholars and
converts kept together for a short time
expecting his return, they were in the
sequel lost among their countrymen;
.and during fifty years, according to
human apprehension, hislabours seemed
to have been in vain, and his earnest
supplications on their behalf unanswer-
ed. Butat the end of thatiaterval the
Brethren were enabled to send three
men of like spirit with George Sehmidt
to the Cape of Good Hope, with the
permission of the Dutch Government.
‘T'hey found the spot which be had
coltivated : the ruins of his hut wera
yet visible ; but his garden bad run to
waste, and the whole valley was such a
hauut for wild beasts, that it was caljed
Bavian's Kloof (Baboon's Glen). The
‘new missionaries, however, took pos-
session of it, expelled these intruders,
gathered the Hotteutots to hear the
word of Goid, and tanght their children
" to read it under the shadow of a mag-
nificent peat-tree, planted by their pro-
decessor, which was still in full vigonr
and bearing. Batthis tree and its fruit
were not all.that remaloed of the good
'man’s labours there:—~an aged blind
woman, who had beep one of his con-
vorts, being traced out, produced &
Dutch Testameiit, which he had. given
her, when he left Africa, and which she
kept as her greatest treasure, carefally’
wrapt up in two sheepskins. A young
Hottentot woman was ju the habit.of
reading occasionally from this book to
her, and this young woman became one
of the earliest converts.of the three
brethren. Ta that place (since called

resolutely upon the task of teaching Gnadengbal), there-is now a flourishing

R J
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rongregation of Hottentots; and at a
" considerable distance another (Groene-
kloof), which is also greatly prosper-
ing® A third settlement has been
lately begun, under the encouragement
of the British Gdvernment, on the Witte
Revier, near the borders of Caffraria.
,'The two former, according to the testi-
mony of both fricnds ans enemies to
missionary exertions, are Jike beautiful
gardens in the midst of the wilderness;
the Hottentots themselves being asmuch
changed in their babits, manners, and
minds, as the face of their country has

Among the Negro Sluces.
St. Thomas
St. Croix
St. Jan
Jamaica

Antigua

Barbadoes
St. l(ius

Wesr INpiEs.
Danish [slands.

-

British Tslands.

SoutH AMERICA
Sourk AFRICA. Anumg the Hotlentols
" Near the Cape of Good Hupe
NORTH AMERICA.
Coast of Labrador
Greenland
RUSGL\N Asia, Among the Calmuc Tartws

’

For many years past, the burthen of
pecuniary expense attending these mis-
sions has been more than the Brethren
were alile to bear: hut the successive
occupation of their principal settle-
ments as the liead-quarters of the hostile
armies in 1313 bhrought them to the
verge of ruin.  The committees in Lon-
don for the relief of the suffering Ger-
mans felt it an imperative duty, in the
year 1813, to extend their assistance to
the Brethren’s settlements, in order to
avert from them the extremity of distress
with which they were threatenedt. 1t
is not, therefore, surprising that the Mis.
ision Funds should be so reduged «as
scarcely to have been able to support

. Relig. Intcll.— Moravian Missions.

Amorng the Nutive Indiuns.

the families of the missionaries that are |

* Mr. Latrobe’s “ Visit to South
Africa,” which we hope shortly tointro-
duce to onr readers, in onr Review de-
partment, furnishes some very lnterext-
ing notices of these statements.

t See printed Reports of the Commit-
tees for the Relief of the Distresses in,
Germany, &c. ; First Repeet, p. 8.; Se-
cond Rego‘rt, pp-6, 7.

[Jan.
.been improved by industry-and skill,
The change which has taken place in -
their hearts, the eye of Gog alone:can
see in all its aspects, and contemplate
in all its issues; bt it is sufficiently ob-.’
vious to all that the love of Christ has
subdued their natural character, -and
‘has brought their affections and their
understandings into oledience to him-
self.

‘The Brethren have various missions in
other parts of the globe; the following
is a table of the whole :—

_ When begun,  Settlement.  Missionaries,
- 2
- l 1732 { ~3 } 33
-3 2
¢ s 3 g O
56 3
S sy 1 } 16
- 1765 1 4
- 1773 1 4
- 1738 3 11
{ 1736 rencw? 1792 2 7 o7
1818 1
1734 2 7
- 1764 3 25 .
- 1733 3 16
- 1765 1 2
Total 32 155

maintained by them, and the aged and -
infirm who have retired from labonr;
or that the Brethren shonld be at the
preseut time ‘dependent chiefly upon
other communities of. Christians for the
preservation of the existence of their
missions abroad, Notwithstanding these
disconragements they unobstrusively
persevere in .simplicity and humility,
trusting that He who said to his disciples,
when he sent them forth to teach all
nations, “ Lo, I am with you alway,
even to the end of the world,” will not
leave® them destitute of the means of
continuing to promote the spiritual and
temporal "benelit of the various flo- kg
which tbey have been the instruments
of resouing from the dominion of the
degrading .vices and superstitions -of
Paganism, and of leading into the paths
of heliness and peace.

<

*.* To those of our readers who may
f’eel dlsposed to assist these descrving
menin their ardnons and ¥seful labours,
it may be necessary to state, that annual

.subscriptions and donatiens to ¢ The

London Associationin Aid of the Mora.
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vian Missions,” (which devotes its funds
exclusively to their snpport) are receiv-
«d by the following bankers :—Messrs,
Mosland and Co. Pallmall; Messrs,
Pole, ‘Thornton, and Co. 1, Bartholo.
mew-lane ; Mcssrs. Stephensons and Co.
69, Lombard-street ; Messra. Ricketts,
Lhorne, and Co, Castle Bank, Bristol ;
Messys, Tuffoell and Co. Bladud Baonk,
Bath; Messvs. Gleucross, Hodee, and
Co. Plymouth ; Messrs. Spaikes and Co.
General Bank, Exeter; Messrs, J. and
B. Goodeve, Gosport; Messys. Wigney
and Co. Brighton; Messrs. Hurley and
o, Lewes; Messrs. Haydous, Guild-
ford; Messrs, Mansfield and Co. Leicer-
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ter; Messrs. Smith andl, Co. . Derby;
Messvs. Miles, Bawtree, and Co. Col.
chester ; Messts, Guraey and Co. Nor-
wich, Lynn, and Halesworth; Messrs.
Mortlock and  Sons, Cambridge;
Messrs. Barnard and Green, Bedford ;
Messrs, Atwood und Co. Birmingham;
Messre. Parker, Shoves, and Co. Shef-
fickl; Dessrs. Smith, Ellison, and Co.
Lincoln ; Messrs. Smith and Thomp-
son, Hull; Messrs. Jones, Lloyd, and
Co.,and Messrs, Heywood and Co. Man-
chester; DMessrs. Reed and Co. New-
custle ;  Mesers. Ramsay, Bonar, and
Co. Edinburgh; and Messrs, George
Iatouctie and Co. Dublin.

VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. °

et AN R

UNITED STAIES.
In a former Number we made our
readers acquainted with the occupation
of Florida by an armed American force,
under the command ¢f General Jack-
son, and with the exccution of two
British subjects, Arbuthuot ‘and Am-
brister, who had fallen into his hands
on bis entering that province, We then
expressed a hope that, when all the
circumstances ot the transaction came
to be made public, they would be found
to amouit to a justification of the Ame-
rican aathoritics, because we felt sin-
cerely desirous that notbing might oc-
cur to interrupt the barmony of the two
nations. Information dn the subject
has at length been communicated to
Congress. That information cousists of
the charges prefevred agaiust these un-
fortunate men, the evidence tuken be-.
fore the court-martial which trie® and
convicted them, and thc proceedings
had in consequence ; and we may fairly
assume that the American Government,
in this communication, has put forward
the strength of its case. It will not be
expected that we should enter into a
lengthened statement or discussion of
the particulars contained in these docu-
ments; but the impression they have
made upon our winds is, that, whatever
forms may haye accompanied the trial,
the verdict Was wmost unjust, and the
exocution no better than a foul and
premeditated®nurder, 'Lhe only charge
stated to b# proved against Arbuthnot
was, “exciting the Creek Indians to wak
aguninst the United States, he bLefag a
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subject of Great Britain, with whic’x
the said States were at peace.” In the
effort to prove this charge, the received
rules of evidence wore most grossly and
}candalously violated; and after all, so
ur was the evidence adduced from
substantimting the allegation, that the
effcet of itis rather to prove that Mr.
Avbuthuot bad exerted- his utmost ine
fluence to preserve tranquillity, His
letters, ivdeed, manitest the indignation
he felt at the lawless encroachments,
and the unjust aggressions, as be doubt-
less conceived theih to be, of the sub-
Jects of the United States, and shew the
eagerness with which he sought the in-
terference of the British- authorities to
protect the Indians, amoug whom he
dwelt, us well s his owa property, from
American rapacity, which he thought
them bound by treaty to do; but they
contain no ground on whicl to charge
him with exciting the Ceeck Indians to
war agaiust the United States. The
utmost length to which he gocs is to
apprize the Indinns that a lostile attack
upouw them is meditated, and to advise
them to prepare to vesist it. As for
the gnnpowder he had sold them, it
was an ordinary article of trade, ne-
cessary for their occapation of hunting,
and which it was in no way criminal to
sell to the Indians. But cven if the
charge had been proved in its fullest
extent, it seemns now to be agreed that
it would not ®onstitule a cvime cogniza-
ble, on any principle of public law, by
an Ameriean conrt-martial, Mr. Arbuth-
not resided within the limits of a state

K
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absolutely independent of the United
States. He oweéd them no allegiance.
He could not be guilty of rebellion or
treason against them. Dat, says the
court-martial, Arbuthnot was an Eung-
lishman, and Epgland was at peace
with America. And what then? Does
not universal nsage antliorise the en-
trance of the citizens of one country into
the military service of anuther not at
war with his own? Arc vot volunteers
from neutral nations universally tolerat.
¢d? Suppose we had put to death all
the neutral seamen fouud on board
American ships of war during our late
conflict, what a just outery would have
been raised against us? In short, the
proceeding does vot admit ot a justifica-
tion. The execution of Arbutlnot on
the part of Geuneral Jackson, seems
1o us tobe no better than a foul and de-
liberate murder.

The same general reasoning applies
to the case of Ambrister, although there
are some slight shades of distinction,
both in the charges prefevred against
him and in the nature of the evidence.
It is more distinctly proved in his case,
that he stimulated the Indians to re-
sistance. The court-martial that tried
him, condemned him in the first in-
stance to - he shot, but, on reconsidering
their sentence, they changed it to whip-
- ping and confinement in a“ chain for
twelve nonths—an unheard-of punish-
ment for a tonvtanartial to inflict on a
man who was.a gentleman, and had
bornea commission in the Lritish army,
General Jackson, however,. strangely
deeming this opprobrions seutence to
e too lenient for the offence, annulled

" it, and directed the first sentence to be
carvied into execution, and Ambrister
was accordingly ahot.

It appears from what has been said
in Parliament on this subject, that dis.
cnssions have taken place upon it be-
tween the two governments, and we are
sanguine in hoping that the s¢pse of
Jjustice will be %o strong on the part of
the United States, as to Jead them to
make the most satisfactory reparation
for the disgraceful and criminal con.
duct of their officers. The Americad
government itself conid know nothing
of the tramsaction, and, thercfore, had,
no partinit. It will remain fof them,
however, to disavow ifg It appears,
indeed, to have made much the same
fmpression on the mind of the public
in that country, which it has in this.
We trust, thercfore, that every thing
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will be done which could be desired
to prevent this unbappy transaction
from causing any misunderstanding
between ua. This affair, as well as the
invasion of Florida, is undergoing the
investigation of a Committee of Con-
gress, who appecar, as far as we can
judge, to have enteved upon the in-
quiry in a spirit of moderation and im-
partiality.

The paper enrrency of the United
States appenrs to be in considerable
disorder. The State Banks have, in
many instances, been ohliged to suspend
their cash-pityments, and the want of
specic throughout the United States,
appears to be felt as sevevely as in this
country, and, we apprehend, from a
preciscly similay cause, namely, the ex-
cesrive issue of 4 paper medium,

We ohserve, with much satisfactiou,
that a commercial treaty has been con-
cluded hetween this country and the
United States.  The particnlars bave
not yct been disclosed. But we hail
the circumstance as indicating a matual
disposition to coucession aud accommo-
datien, in the .arrangement of points,
many of which must have involved cou-
siderable delicacy and difliculty.

FRANCE,

Some passages in the address of the
chamber of peers to the king breathe
a spirit of peace which we shall be glad-
to find infused dnto the mass of the
nation. They particularly wrge the ne-
cessity of cousolidating the public tran-
quillity,and rallying ronnd the charter,
which, with the political liberties of
the people, the king Is reminded of the
duty of maintaining. It is added,“ God
made men free; but to insure-to them
the peaceful enjoyment of this common
right, he commanded.them to obey the
authorities which reign by the laws of
which he is the source and sauttion”
 Prance has need of order and repose.
She has lost the dungerous ambition of being
Jormidable to her neighbours.”, - Happy,
indeed, will it be for herself and otlicrs,
if such shiall eventually prove to be the
fact! '

Considerablc changes bave occarred
in the French ministry. The marquis
Dessolles takes the plage of the duke
of Richelien, as wminister, of forelgn
affairs ; M. de Cazes is named minister
‘of the interipr, the mids ry of the po-
lice being suppressed ; Baron Louis
migister of f(inance; Baron Porta)
minister of the marine ; and M, de Serre
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minister of justice. It docsnot appear
that the political views of the present
ministry differ materially from those of
the former. ‘I'he ¢hange has, probably,
had its vrigin in some court intrigues,
unconnccted with avy great question of
national policy.

HANOVER.

We are happy to perceive, among
-many other indications of the incrcased
attention of the Dluropean lcgislatures
to the dictates of humanity, as well as
of a sound and enlightened policy, that
the assembly of the States of this king-
dom has decided, in one of jts finst
sittings, that tortuve shall be ubolished.
Excunlpatory caths in cviminul examina-
tions, it would appeur, are about to he
abolished also as uscless, or rvather as
worse than useless. 'The introduction
of the trial by jary is spoken of asu
probable event.

SPAIN, &c,

The few fast wecks have witnessed
the death of three more female sove-
reigns, The reigning Queen of Spain
expired December 26, and, as would
appear from the Spanish papers, great-
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ly heloved and lamented by her sub-
jects. The ex-Queen of Spuin died soon
after at Rome.  The Queen of Wartem-
buarg, lately the Duchess of Oldenhargh,
well known and greatly respected in
this country, has also. dicd, after an ill-
ness of buta few days. She was the
favouritesifier of theEmpevor of Russia,
who, with the Einpress Dowager, left
her but a few weeks since in perfect
health, and in the full enjoyment of the
respect and love of all rauks of personsin
her dominions. ‘T'wo of these princesses
werd in the prime of life. How affect.
ingly have the events of the last fone-
tecn or fifteen months recalled to the me-
mory, and, we hope, impressedupon the
hearts of many, thie well.known remurk
of the heathen poet; a remask, the intrin-
sic truth and cogency of which has long
since rendered it u familiar apophithegn:

¢ Pallida mors ®quae pulsat pede pau-

perum tulwrn.\s

Regumque turres
a remark, we may, \dd which the Chrlx.
tian rc'\dl.r will know Yiow to turn toit
far bigher purpoése than the heathen
poet, and from whichhewiltlearn, ¢ so
to munber his days, that he may apply
his heart unto wisdom.”

GREAT BRITAIN.

The new Parliament ™ was convened
" for the dispatch of business on the 14th
inst., on which day>Mr. Manuers Sutton
was re-clected Speaker of the Honse of
Commons. Several days were employed
chiefly in swearing in the members,
On the 21st, the royal spdech was read
by commissioners; the death of the
Queen, which formed one of its topics,
not allowing the Regent to déliver it in
person.  The subjects touched wpon,
are, the King’s continued indisposition,
the deccase of her late majesty, the
. evacuation of France, the commercial
convention and other arvangements with
the United States of America, the lute
reductions in the army and navy, the
Amproved state of the revenue, the war
in India, and the present favourable
condition of the country. All these
subjects have been laid before the pub-
lic, and as the speech only touches upon
them tranaiently, and with scarcely any
thing in the s ape of comment, it does
not, of course, afford many points of
dischission, Addressbs, couched iu very
.
* A list 8f the newly olected House
of Commons is given in our Appendix,
published with the present Number.

general torms, were consequently car-
ried® through hoth houses without an

amendment, though not without a few
remarks from different speakers, indi-
cative of dissent from some of the views
given in the royal speech. The mar-
quis of Lansdown, while he concurred
generally in the address, lamented that.
the communication from the throne had
not touched upon some otber important
topics. He could especialty have wish-
ed, that the information respecting the
congress of Aix-la-Chapeile had been
accompanied by an assurance that pro-
per steps had been taken to complete
the abolition of the slave trade. Happy,
he remarked, should he have been to
haves heard that this great object had
been accomplished by the general agree-
ment of all the powers, particularly by -
a concession of the right of mutual
search, without which nothing effectual
could be accomplished. He should
have been glad even to have heard it
declaved, that his majesty’s ministers

were contmumg their efforts for the
promotion o®this great object, and that
they would: not relax until a final blow
should bave bLeen given to that traffic,
the abolition of which was called fos,
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mot onfy by humasity, but by the in-
tevests of all civilized nations, "I'p these
remarks the eari of Liverpool replied,
thathe wasas anxious as any man for the
aholition of this trade, and was fully
of opinion that the object could only
be etlected by a well-regulated vight of
search. The proceedings of the congress
on the subject, be added, would be laid
before parliament at a proper oppor-
tunity. .
Another important point on which
the mavquis of Lansdown, as well as the
earl of Lauderdale, and other members
of both housas, compliined ot defeetive
information in the speech, was the staie,
of the currency. I'rom the replics given
to questidns on this subjeet, it appeared
that ministers consider it to be inexpe-
dient to tuke off' the suspension of cavh
payments duving the present year. 1're-
vious, hiewever, to any enactinent on thie
subject, a Secret Committee is to he
appointed for ivvestigating the affairs
of the Bank. We trust, howover, that
the ingniry into this vital point of our
national. policy will not be limited to a
Secret Committee, but that the whole
:uhjc:.ict will be fully and openly investi-
gated. ' ,
Ministers,we are glad to find, have given
a firm aud decided,we might alnost say
au indignaut, reply toa proposal, having
for its abject the imposition of further
restrictions, than those whichat present
exist, upon the importation of corn.
- The President of the Board of Trade
has declared, that * it woild be the
beight of imprudence, amounting almost
to iusanity, to urgc such a measure;
a meunsure, which could have no other
effect than that of exciting animosities
from one end of the kingdom to the
other,” We trast that this decisive
.opinion will put a complete stop to the
petitions which have for some time been
in a course of preparation, by the agri-
cultural interest. e .
We are happy to perceive, that the
inquiriea into the state of onv poor
laws, and of ounv prison disdipline, “are
to be yesumed. We trust that the state
of edncation will also occupy the 1e-°
newed attention of Paviiament, The

Answers to Corvespondents.

cite of London has taken the lead in
petitioning the Legislature to reform
our criminal code ; and we are sanguine
in hoping that this important branch of
our jurisprindence, at present in so very
discreditable a state, will yadergo a
thorough revision. )
There has recently appeared, in the
newspapers of this country, a curious
aud characteristic letter from Mr. Cob-
bett, who resides in- the state of New
York, in America, addressed to a Mr,
Tipper, and expressly intended for the
pevusial of Sir Franeis Bardett, who, we
preswine, i8 a ereditor of My, Cobbett,
In this letter be holds it to be perfectly
Jjust, ¢ that bhe should never, in any wuy
whatever, give ap one farthing of his
future carnings to the payment of any
debt in Eugland;” hecanse, it secms,
“ theavhole turce of an infamons tyranny
was cmbodied into the shape of domestic
ordimadcees, intended for the sole pur-
pose of taking from him the certain and
inereasing means of paying off every
debrand mortgage intwo vears.” From
adesire, however, Lo yevisit England, he
most generously purposes to ¢ pay and
satisfy cvery demand, as fur ag can be
done " cansistently with that duty which culls

him to take care that kis fumily harve the

meuns of fuirly exerting their industry, and |
of leuding that life to which they huve a
Just elaim”  Sir Francis Buxdett has
replied with considerable spirit,and tas
indignantly exposed these * new prin-
ciples of moral obligation” which Mr,
Cobbett has -thought it expedient to
adopt. We are notat all astonished that
this gentleman’s (we wse the term by
conrtesy) quondamfriends haveatlength

~discoveved bis real ehavacter: we are

only suvprised that they could bave heon
for a single moment deceived. * Selfish-
ness is evidently a predominant feature
in Cobbett’s conduct, bath political and
private; and the same disposition that
would risk the peace and safety of.a
natipn, to gain the favenr of a moby with
f vicw Lo the tucreased sale of liis writ-
ings, may casily be suppesed capable of
inducing an individual to defrand Uis
creditors in order to envich bimself and

: L
bis family. . RN e

g

. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We are greasly obliged to Aatrcus for his communication, which will he weighed:

with The attention it merits.

The balf' of a 100/, Bank Note, No. 6305, for the Britishand Foreign Bibie Society,

bias heen duly received.

.

The Appendix to Cowprriana will appear.
PriLApsrLrnus ; A ConsTant Reaner; C.; R, P B

Verax; 8 1. A M. N

M. C, C,; €avrera; and (another) Amicus, have been received, and are

under cousideration, o

The paper of Modyrig is left at the Publishes's, as he desired. °
his letter, and can assure him, that we by ne

Weé are much ohliged to J. M, for

I

»

means undcrvalqegl the merita'o‘t'tlxe papergo which he alludes, We were only
. desivous of ebtaining any additional ¢ircumstances that might he intereting,

.
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For the Chyistian Observu".

BXTRACTSFROMANUNPUBLISH-
ED AUTOGRAPH OF LOCKE.

HE writer of this paper bas
before him an autograph of the
celcbrated Mr, Locke ; a few par-
ticulars connected with which: may
not be uninteresting to the public.
It is a small, closely, and neatly
‘written volume, of sbout five inches
. by four, handsomely bound with
silver clasps, and containing 476
" pages. There is no date. Each
page is carefully inclosed by four
black lead margins; and the whole
work, which is in the most perfect
condition, has scarcely a blot or era-
sure, so attentive does the writer
appear to have been to the manual
a8 well as the literary part of his per-
" formance. No portion of this inter-
esting MS, has ever yet been printed.
The volume cousists of three
treatises, entitled, 1st, The natural
Proof of the Eristence of a God,
and the Immortalily of the Soul;
2d, Of the Weakness of Man; 3d,
The Way of prescrving Peacewith .
Mcn. The following prefatory
letter to the Countess of Shaftes-
" bury will perhaps best introduce
the work to the reader. I amsorry,
however, to say, it is written some-
what too much in the old adulatory
styleof dedication;though,as I never
, heard what was the private charac-
ter of the person to whom it is in~
scribed, I'cannotestimate how far the”
praise was or was not appropriate.
“7To the Right IHonourable Mar-
garet, Coflutess of Shaftesbury®.
* Madam,—1t was a bold thing
.for one thatnad butbegun to learn
* Was this Margaret the coufitess of
the first,second, or third earl of Shetes-
CuRisT, OBSYERY, NoO, ‘.206.
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* French, to attempt a translation

out of it*, And it is yet bolder, to
design it as a present to yomu.
Fashion, which taﬁes the liberty to
authorisewhatever it pleases,must be

myexcuse. And sinceone is allowed,

by custom, to bring vanity with one

out of Frauce, and with confidence

to present, as.marks of respect at

home, any sort of toys one bath

picked vp abroad, I crave leave to

make use of my privilege of a tra-

veller, and to offer to your lady-

ship a new French production in

a dress of my own making. This

is, I think, to be sufliciently vain.

But so must he necessarily be, who

ever, having obligations like mine

beyond all acknowledgment, hopes

to make any return. And since all

I can aim at will, in this respect, .
amount to but a trifle ; there re-

mains no more, but that I endea-
vour to make .choice of such a
trifle, to express my gratitude, as
may have something in it peculiar

and proper to recommend it.

“ When 1 was at, a loss what
to pitch on for this purpose, this
bock came happily into my hauds;
wherein 1 found so many charac-
tersof your ladyship,that methought

bury? I suppose the first. The third
was the author of the * Character-
istics ¥ the second is not particularly
celebrated in any way; and the first
was Locke's long-tried patron. < His
character may be sufficiently ascertain-
ed -from the following anecdote, “ I
believe, Shaftesbury,” said Charles the
Second, ¢ thon art the wickedest fellow
in my dominions;” to which his lordship
gravely replied, “ May it please your -
majesty, of a subject, I believe I am”

* It is not.thought necessary to re-
tain Mr, Locke's spelling.

L. .
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at first view it bore your mark,
aud did of right belong to you.
And when I observed in it so many
lively répresentations of that virtue
which is so eminently seeun in. your
ladyship, [ thought I could not meet
in all France any thing fitter to be
put into your hands, than what
would make you see so rare and
extraordinary a sight, as a draught
of some of your own virtues. For if
to be constantly humble in a bigh
station, if to appear little to your-
self in the midst of greatness, be a
mark of the sense of one’s own
weakness ; if to be beloved of all
that come near you be a demon-
siration that you kuow how fo live
at peace with others; if to be con-
stant and frequent in acts of devo-
tion be the best way of acknow-

ledging a Deity; ’tis certuin your.

ladyship is, in reality, what the
author has here given .an idca
of. And though his conceptions
are natural and clear,and he presses
the observation of his rules with
great strength of argument and rea-
son, yet he wants one thing to
render his maxims beyond excep-
tion; and that is, the knowledge
of your ladyship, to recommenc
them to the world as practicable.

¢* This advantage that I have over
him, made me forget my want of
skillin EnglishandFrench,and other
abilities necessary to a translator;
and 1 resolved, at all adventures,
to put these essays into.a language
understood by 2 person who knew
well how to animate and establish
them'by her practice; and who in
the ordinary course of her life, with-
out constraint, and with a facility,
as it were natural, shewed to the
world the real existence of those
virtues which our author took pains
to represent to himself in his own
imagination,

 There was also another consi-
deration, which made me think this
the properest present I could make.
For since it was not for me to ofler
any thing of a value £t for'a per-
sou of your quality, the best way
to hide that shame was to find out

Lxtracts from an unpublished Autograph of Locke.

[FEB.
.some ordinary matter, that might
lessen the esteem of those things
that pretend to greatness and
preference, and make them appear
as inconsiderable as its self. ‘
“ The perusal of these discourses
will, perhaps, do that in a good
measure. And I shall be the
more excusable in your ladyship’s
thoughts, for presenting you with
a little blotted paper; when -you,
reflecting upon what our author
says, shall perhaps think tbat all
tie gaudy things of his country are
not much better, and scarce worth
bringing over,
. T'his, at least, your ladyship's
goodness encourages me to hope,
that your ladyship will permit me
to muke use of this occasion to pro-
fess that profound respect, esteem,
and duty wherewith
[ am, Madam,
Your Ladyship’s most humble,
Most obliged,
and most obedient Servant,
“ JouN Locke."”

The tradition handed down with
this manuscript is, that Mr. Locke
himself compeosed these treatises,
with a view to the religious welfare
of his friend, the Earl of Shaftes-
bury; and that the story of their
being a translation was but a mo-.
dest fiction to gain a perusal of

“ the work by the Earl, through the
medium of the Countess, and to
avoid the appearance of person-
ality. It was in consequence of
this.idea, that I lately requested
the Joan of the MS. from Lady M.
its present possessor, (it -having
beén some years since alienated
from the Shaftesbury family), in
order to examine.how far it might
be worthy of being given to the
public.  Interpal evidence, how-
ever, svon convinced me that jt.
was what it purported to be—e
translation, the French idiom being
very apparent in several places.
Still the original authior, or authors,
of the treatises remainitd to be dis-
covered, and the only plausible con-
Jecture which I could make was,

L
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that such productions could have
come only from 1ihat renowned
school of sanctity and learning—
Port Royal.

Before L had an bpportunity either
to verily or to disprove this con-
Jjecture, oue of those coincidences
which Bibliomaniacs are so fond of
recording®, and which 1 refjuest
pardon for narraling, ‘determined
the point. Happening to enter a
public sale-room, where the relics
of an old book shop were being
disposed of by auction, I was
about to retire on finding nothing
but trash, chicfly worn-out novels,
when the porter handed round four
thin duodecimo volumes, of * Mo-
ral Essays;” the running title of

one of which, as the book glided.

past me, struck my attention as
being nearly the same with one of
those in Mr. Locke’s manuscript,
Before, however, I could get the
work into my hands, to ascertain
the point, it was knocked down to
a gentleman; who, it seems, pur-
chased it by mistake for ¢ Paley's
Moval Philosophy,” and was, there-
fore, sufliciently willing to yield
me up his purchase. 1 need not
add, 1 was very willing to take it,
on finding (what I thought it first
right to explain to him), that the
work was entitled, © Moral Essays
on many important Duties, written
in French by Messieurs du Port
Royal. Doune iuto English by a
Person of Quality, 4 vols. Fourth
Edition. London: for Parker, at
the Bible and Crown, 1724;" %und
that it contained, among a varicty
of lrealises, the individual three
which have long been sought for
\

* The reader will recollect, inter aliu,
the cclebrated. prayer of the antiqua.
rian Hearne, of Edmund Hall, still I
believe preserved in the Bodleian li-
brary, in which, among his othet acis

. of thanksgiving for mercies teceived,
with a simplicky equal to his picty, he
‘blesses God for the discovery of some
rare manuscripts which he had long

sought in vain, and cites it as an .

instance of the Almighty gooedness and
providence, ,

Extracts frdm an unpublished Antograph of Locke.

'

A\

in vain, by the different possessors
of Alr. Lecke's translation,
Several circumstances,with which
I need not trouble my readers, have
made me desirous of ascertaining
who was this t1anslator, thus cn-
titled a * Person of Quality.” A
coincidence of style (at least such
it appears to me), " between this
translation and the devotional works
of the Hon. Robert Boyle, leads
me to suspect it may be that emi-
nently devout and exemplary man;
a man whose high honour’it is that
we cannot read his writings for
the sake of information in physical
sticnce, without being also led to
the contemplation and veneration
of the Creator, and that not only
as displayed in the works of nature,
but «“in the face of Jesus Clirist
bis Son.” My reasons for thinking
Boyle may be the translator are,
among otbers, the coincidence of
time, as also Mr. Boyle’s known
partiality for the Jansenist writers.
His controversy respecting prefixing
to the Irish Bible, which he so
munificently patronized, a preface
translated from a Jansenist aunthor,
is a sufficient proof, if proof were
needed, of the last point, Jis
biographer also expressly records
his great proficiency in the French
language ; and as for the seati-
ments contained in the Port Royal
Bssays, they remaikably correspond
with those of this emineut man,
The first edition of the translation
of * Moral Essays” might possi-
bly lead, from the circumstance of
the date, &c., to a discovery of the
translator: but I have Dhitherto
searched for it in vain, at the prin-
cipal booksellers in Loudon, as
well as at the British Museum and
other public libraries. Indeed, the
only copy of any cditiop that | have
lighted upon is the one now before
me, and which I met with as before
stated®, 1 have, however, examined
a copy of the original French work

* 1 have sjuce fonnd a copy of two
odd volumes of the first edition at the
library of Sion College, dated 1677
1640, . .

L2
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in the  British Museum; which
bas but recently been procured,
and find the date of the imprima-
tur (lapprobation) to be 1671.
This copy is printed ¢ a la Haye,
1696,” and does not meation in
the title-page “ Messieurs du
Port Royal;” which . appears,
therefore, 10 lave been added
by the English translator. It is,
Jowever, sufficiently well known,
-that Nicole had the principal hand
in these essays, His works may
be had together, or this particular
work may occasionally be found se~
parate, It is the best of his nume-
rous writings, Many of the rest
are more tinctured with Roman
Catholic peculiarities, :

Mr, Locke and the *¢ Person o
Quality ” were evidently quite, un-

acquainted with each other’strans-.

lation ; their style greatly diflers;
and that of Mr. Locke partakes of
the well.known character of his
published works, As Locke’s ma.
nuscript has never been printed,
and the “ Person of Quality’s”
translation appears to be extreme-
ly scarce, the reader may not be

Extracts from an unpublished Aulograph of Locke. .
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displeased to see a specimen of
their respective merits. The fol-
lowing passage is from the second
essay in Mr, Locke’s MS., but
which stands the first in the ori-
ginal work, and in the printed
translation. Mr. Locke appears to
have selected and arranged his
subjects with discriminating adapt-
ation to the case of his Right Hon,
friend and patron. It was neces-
sary to convince him, if possible,
as a preliminary point, of the exists
ence of a God, for which purpose
he has selected an admirable essay
from the second volume. He has
proceeded, in the next essay, on
“the Weakness of Man,” to reduce
to its true level the rank, and gran-
deur, and wisdom,of man; and to
inculcate the scriptural maxim,
* Let, -him that glorieth, glory
in the Lord.” The third treatise,
on ¢ the Way of preserving Peace
with Mankind,” not only leads to
various remarks connected with
practical religion, but was perhapa
particularly applicable to the cir-
cumstances of the translator’s Right
Hon. patron,

Locke’s Translation.

*Iremember 1 was by once, when
there was shewn to a person of
great quality and parts, an extra-
ordinarily fine piece of workmanship
in dvory. It was a little man set
upon a pillar ; so slender, that the
least breath of wind was enough to
shake it to pieces; and one could not
'sufficiently adynire the skill of the
hand that could work it to that
smallness. But lie, instead of being
surprised, as were the rest of the
company, declared, that the useful-
ness of the thing, and the loss of
the artizan's time about it, had come

¢cross him so, that he could wot .

bring his mind to counsider that cu-
riosity which the others admired
in it. I found this thought very
reasonable, but believed it at the
same time applicable to several
other things of grealer moment.
All those great fortunes by which
.the:ambitious raise themselves, as

Person of Quality’s Translation.

“ I remember there was ouce
shewn to a person of great parts
and quality, & picce of ivory most
curiously wrought. It was a man
mounted on a pillar; so small,
that the least wind was sufficient
to shatter in pieces the whole
work ; nor could one enough ad-
mir~ the exquisite address of him
that made it, -Nevertheless, this
gentleman, instead of heing sur-

rised as the rest were, did shew
iimself to .be so struck with the
frivolousness of the picce, and so
concerned for the loss of time em-
ployed in the making of it, that he
conyld not mind that industry the
others were taken with. I looked
‘on this sentiment- as very just, but
at the same time concliived it might
be raised to many things of greater
consequence, All tlidse vast for-
tunes by which, as by diflerent de-
grees, ambitious men ascend above
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Lacke's Translation,
by several degrees, upon the necks
of the small and the great, are held
up by props as slender and as
frail in their kind as that of the
ivory. A little turn of fancy in a
prince, or a malignant vapour ex-
haling from 1hose about him, bring
to the ground that lofty structure
of ambition: and, at best, it is
built but on the life of the founder.
e dying, his fortune humbles, and
sinks to nothing with him. And what
can there be found more uncertain,
ore crazy, than the life of man?
That ivory toy kept with care, may’
be preserved as long as one pleases ;
but there is.no caution, no cadea-
vour, able fo preserve our lives;
no means to he-used that can hinder
them from coming in a short time to
an end,”

Lxtracis from an unpublished Autograph of Locke.
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Ferson of Quality's Translalion.

the heads, not only of.the com-
moualty, but also of the great ones,
are sustained by props as small,
as frail in their kind, as were those
of this piece of wronght ivory. A
turn of imagination in the mind
of a prince, a malignant vapour in
the head of those about him, are
enough to bring to the ground this
proud building; which, after all,
bath its foundation but on the life
of an ambitious man, Ile once
dead, on a sudden his fortunes are
overthrown and brought to nothing.
And what is there more brittle,
more weak, than the life of man?
With care we may preserve thig
little piece of ivory, nnd keep it
as long as we please; but let
what diligzence soever be used to
preserve life, there’s no means.left
to hinder its coming o a period,”

-

The following passages are trans-
cribed from Mr. Locke's auto-
graph, They form the opening
and conclusiou of the second essay,
*¢ On the Weakness of Man,"”

“ Pride is a swelling of the heart,
whereby maun stretches himself and
grows great in his own imagination.
Aund the idea it gives us of our-
sclves, is the idea of strength,
power, and greatness. This is the
reasou why riches puft’ us up, seeing
from them we take occasion to fancy
ourselves. greater and stronger,
We look on them according to the
expression of the Wise Man, as a
strong town which sccures us from
the injurics of fortune, and enables
us to lord it over otliers. This
causes that haughtiness, which, ac-
cording to the Scripture, rises from
riches,

* 'The pride of grandees is of
the same kind with that of the
wealthy ; and consists, as that, in
the idea they have of their power.
But since, in the contemplation of

. themsclves tlone,  they find not:

whicrewithal to st out this mighty
idea, they dce wont to take in all
those that are about them or he-
Joug to them. A great man, in the

idea he hath formed of himself, s
not one single man, but a man
stuck round with all those that
tlepend on him, with as many arms
as are all theirs, becanse be moves
and disposes of them. The idea
a gencral hath of himself includes
all his soldiers and artillery, Thus
every one labours as much as he
can to take up a great deal of
room in his own imagination. And
men bustle and advance themsclves
ia the world, for nothing else but
to enlarge this idea which every
one makes of himself in bis own
mind.  Behold there the goodly
end of all the ambi}g’ous desigus of
mankind! Alexander and Cesar,
in all their battles, had no other
aim but this. Aund if one ask, why
the grand seignor has lately cansed
the slaughter of a hundied. thoy-
sand men in Candia, it was only
to swell the idea he hath of him-
self, by the additiona] title of a
congquerof. .

# This is the mint of all those
haughty titles, which are multipiied
in proportion as their pride within
grows greafdr, or is less coiicealed,
I believe, he that first called him-

self high and #ighty fancied him-

¢
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self stalking upon the heads of I's
vassals ;3 and it was thet he meant
by this epithet high, so little agree-
able to the low condition of man,
The nations of the East, being-much
more foolishly vain, far outdo us
of Europe in these gigantic titles.
A-whole page is too litile for those
of the most petty princes in the
Indies. Some swell them up with
an’ inventory of their furniture,
Jjewels, or elephants; and a par-
ticular of their revenue. For even
all this is taken in to make part of
that phantom with which they en-
tertain their vanity.

“¢ This, perhaps, is the very reason
swhy men so very passionately covet
the approbation of others, because
it serves so well to conlirm and
settle them in the good opinion
they have of themselves. 'They
imagine themselves to be something
excellent ; and if the public vogue
move but that way, it breathes life
into that idea they have fashioned
and doat on within, It then be-
comes past doubt true and real;
and they cannot be mistaken in a
thing wherein they have the con-
current testimony of so many ad*
mirers %,

“>Tis this idea that gives that dif-
ferent relish we find in abundance
of trivial things that please or dis-
gust us; whereof at first we do not
discover the reason. We all, even
those that are not covetous, take
pleasure to win at all sorts of
games, and everv one is uneasy
when he loses, Because we look

* Comparing Locke's translation with
that of the “ Person of Quality’s,” I
find that the former has here omitted a
paragraph, in which itis said that “ pride
growing from spiritual endowments, is
of the same kind with that grounded
on outward advantages, &c.” Was this
amission mevely accidental; or was
Locke unwilling to place a weapon in
the hauds of the Earl, which he might
make use ¢f in his turn against religion ?
I think it could not have been acci-
dental, as Locke has from this passage
altered the number of each section 1o
the end of the treatise, to muke it agree
with the omission,

-Extracts from an unpublished Autograph of Locke.
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on oursclves when we lose, as un-
fortunate; which carries with it
the idea of weakness and misery:
and when we win, we consider our-
selves as succeasful, which brings
to our minds the idea of power,
because we suppose fortune de-
clares herself forus. We talk with
delight of the past hardships
and hazards we have met with;
taking occasion from thence to re-
fléct on ourseives as under the pe-
culiar protection of the Almighty;
or clse as being furnished with
suflicient vigour and dexterity to
deal with the evils of this life.

¢ If, ‘then, man’s pride builds it-
self up upon the idea he has of
his own strength, the readiest way
to humble him is to give him a
view of his own weakness, We
must try to prick this bubble, to
let the wind out thatswells it, We
must remove the illusion, and pull
off the disguise that mukes a man

“look big to himself, by setting be-

fore him bis weakness and infirmity;
not thereby to deject or dispirit
bim, but to dispose him to seeck
that support and establishment,
that strength and greatness in God
alone, which is not to be found in
the narrow compass of his own
being, nor in all those things that
are tacked to him.

“ But one ought to take heed not

“to follow thcir steps, who, under

ptetence of abating the pride of
man, have endeavoured 1o strike
him as low as the beasts; and
haveproceeded so far as to main-
tain, that he’ hath not advantages
above them. Such discourses cross
the design they pretend to ad-
vance : and they scem rather to be
sallies of wit and sport, than the
sober arguments of reason. There
is in man so clearand lively a sensc
of his excellency above other ani-
mals, that in vain one goes about
to stifle it, with these glight argu-
ments or little observzﬂions, frivo-
lous or false. Al thyt truth aims
at is but our humiltagion; and
though it abound with arguments
to press this, yet how many are
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there that make a shift to render
ineflectual all its reasons, liow clear
and cogent soever! What, then,
can we cxpect from those slight
rcasonings, whose weakness is dis-
covered by an internal light which
cannot be extinguished ?

“ It is 1o be feared that such dis-
courses, instead of springing from
a sincere acknowledgment of the
weakness of man, and a design to
take down his pride, 1ake their rise
from a secret vanity, or some more
corrupt principle. For there are
those who,willing to live like beasts,
find no great humiliation in that
doctrine which supposes them not
better than beasts *?  But, on the
contrary, they meet with satisfac-
tion in it; since it allows them to
follow thcir brutish courses with
less shame, when they can look on
them as more agreeable to their
nature.  Besides, they are well
coutent to lay themselves thus low,
while they bring down with them,
to the same level, those whose
greatness or reputation is trouble-
some to them. They matter not
much to be themselves ranked with
beasts, so they may but make kings
and princes part of the herd, and
place philosophers and scholars in
the drove with sheep and horses.
Let us not then trouble ourselves
1o look for proofs of our weakness
in these vain imaginations: we
have real and substantial instances
enough of it in oursclves.” '

The writer then goes on to ex-
bibit, in detail, the weakuess* of,
nian as shewn in his soul, his body,
the frailty of his life, his need of
daily care, nourishment, and re-
pose; nay, even in his boaste.d
strength, his knowledge, and his
virtues. 'The description, though
occasionally exaggerated, is- ex-
tremely forcible and covvincing,

and such as it required the pen of

a Nicole to bave written, Locke
has translated® it with great spirit,

® Prohably both Locke and his au-
thor had in treiv view gsome such writ-
inga as Hobbes's Leviathan,which made
so much noise about that time, .

Extracts from an unpublished Auntograph of Locke.

76
and as if decply impressed with the
importance of the subject, It will
be impracticable, in the limits of
the .present paper, to trauscribe
more than the concluding passage
of the essay,

¢ Let us not then look for any
strength in the nature of man: on
what side soever we take a view of
Lim, we shall find in him pothing
but weakness and infirmity. We
ought to seek for it only in
God, and the power of his grace.
"Lis he alone can enlighten bis
darkness, ‘strengthen his will, -
sustain his lJife as long as he
pleases, and at last change aH the
infirmitics of his body and soul into
an estate of eternal glory and esta-
blishment, All that hath been said
of man's weakness serves only to
magnify the power of that grace
which upholds him. For what force
cught it to have to enable a crea-
ture so corrupt, so feeble, so miser-
able, to conquer himself and the

- devil; to raise him above all tran-

sitory things, and make him trinmph
over the world, and all that is de-
ceitful, bewitching, or terrible in it.

¢« But, if it be true, that nothing
more discovers the power of grace
than the weakness of maun; we
may also say, that nothing shews
the weakness "of man so much as
the grace of God, aud those assist-
ances he gives him; and that the

dnfirmities of nature are, in some

respects, more visible in those
whom God Lath most favonred
with his grace. 1t is not so strange,
that those who are surrounded with
darkuess, who know ncither what .
they are, nor what.they are about ;
who follow nothing but the impres-
sions of their senses, and the whima
sies of theirown imagivations; should
prove inconstant, light, and weak
in the conduct of themselves., But
who would not believe, that those
wbom God hath enlightened from
above, to whom he bath discovered
the two-fold gnd, the double cter-
nity of happiness or misery to
which they are going; who have
their minds filled with those great.
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and esfonishing objects of hell,
heaven, angels, devils, and .God
himself dying for them; who have
vot only entertained the belief of
these things,but have had them sink
deep into their hearts; who have
preferred God to all things on
carth, kuowing well that they are
all but vain and empty nothings ;—
1 say, who would not think, that
such as these should be utterly
incapable of heing moved by any
of the trifles of this world ? Never-
theless, it is otherwise with them.
Their hearts ccase not to be still
very sensible of the smallest mat-
ters.- An ill look, an uicivil word,
puts them out of order. They
sometimes yield under the slightest
temptatjion, ut the same time that
God bath given them grace to sur-
mount the greatest. They still find
themselves liable to a thousand
passions, tp a thousand unreason-
ble thoughts aud irregular motious,
The follies of the world get en-
trance, and disturb them in their
most serious meditations. If they
fall not directly into great crimes,
they feel in themselves a bias that
hangs on that side, and gives them
a fendency that way; and they
perceive that they have not any
strength of their own, to hinder
themselves from tumbling dovwn
that precipice, .to which their na-
tural inclination, if God should
leave them to themselves, would
certainly carry them.

¢ 8o, then, they are .these pro-
perly who are seusible of their own
poverty, and can say with the pro-
phet, I the mun seeing my poverty.
The men of the world are poor
and -feeble, without perceiving it.

A man feels not his inability to .

stand, when he lics on the ground.
"Tis by setting ourselves to stem a
togrent,"which is carrying us away,
that we cowe to know the force
of it. 'There are none, then, but
good men, thut can well know their
own weakness; becavse they alone
do thieir endeavours to master it,
Aud though they do really get the
better of it in occasions of most
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importance; it is yet with so much
imperfection, so many failings ; and
they have still before their eyes
so many other cases wherein they
faulter, that they find no reason but
to be the more ¢onvinced of their
misery. '

“ It is not only those, then, who
are most in the dark, the most im-
perfect, and those who pass under
the name of weak, who ought to
say to God ¢ Iave mercy upon
me, O Lord, for I am weak,” but
even the strongest and most per-
fect; those who kave received from
him the greatest ussistance of light
For the proper effeet
of that light is to make greater
discoveries, and give them a greater
sense of their mcanness and misery:
to make them acknowledge before
God, that there is nothing but
darkpess in their understandings ;
weakness and inconstancy in their
wills; aud that their life is but 4
shadow that passes, a vapour that
flies away. This light makes them

.cry out with the prophet; ¢ My

substance is as nothing before thee.”
And taking from them ull confi-
dence in‘their own strength, mak-
ing them vile and nothivg in their
own eyes, fills them at-the same
time with admiration of the Al-
mighty power of God, and the un-
fathomable depths of his wisdom;
makes them also throw themselves
into his arms with an humble con-
fidence and acknowledgment, that
He aloune is able to support them -
amldst so many infirmities, so much
weakuess, Healone candeliver thew'
from so many evils, and give them
victory over so many enemies. And
finally, that it is in bim alone they
find that light, health, and strength,

~which is not to be found, either

in themselves, or any of the crea-
tures about them.”

Should these extracts be ‘con.
sidered interesting, °I shall -feel
pleasure in transcribjing, at some
future opportunity, a fyw passages
from the third treatise, “On-Peace.”

! So Wa‘ )

* i
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To the Editor of theChristian Observer,

Mgr. BURDER, in his Scripture
Expositor, has brought forward
the following historical confirma-
tions of the genealogical account
given in Gen. v. 3—29. The pre-
cise number of fenm generations,
reckoned by the Jewish legislator
between the Creation and the De-
luge, is repeated in the annals of
the most distant nations. The
Chinese compute ten generations
from Folhy to Yu, who appears at
the head of their first dynasty,
The Persians enumerate the same
number from Soliman Haki to Cai-
cobad, the author of their second
race. Sanconiatho, the Phrygian,
reckons ten generations of gods

_and demi-gods, between Uranus

and the present race of mortals,
Berosus, u Chaldean, counts the
same number Dbefore a general
deluge. The Egyptians give the

- saime number to the Atlantides be-

fore that,epoch. The Tartars and

- Arabs, nations famed for their sim-

. plicity, and for their attachment

to genealogies and’ antique tradi-
tions, preserve not only the me-
‘mory of these ten generations, but
in concert, though separated by
distances, give to most of the ante-
diluvian patriarchs, as well as to
their immediate successors, the very
names here consecrated to them.

baaee " NSSST
.

TotheEditorof the Chyistian Obseraer.

As the most familiar truths often
need to be frequently enforced, 1

" shall submit a few additional obser-

vations on a subject touched upon
by ‘acorrespondent in your last
Number. I refer to the habit of
appealing lightly and irreverently
to the Suprege Being, This prac.
tice, in one orother of ils modifica-
tions, is painfvlly prevalent. Whe-

.ther we assuciate with the intellec~

tual or the thoughtless, the learned
or the ignorant, some inconsideiate
CHRisT. OBsERV. No. 206.
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mention of the ¢ glorious and
fearful Name” is too apt to assail
the earand wound the feelings : and
this - sometimes in a - moment of
surprise ; at others, in the exercise
of wit; and again, to add nerve to
a casual expression, or even to give
point to our anger or.indignation,
This almost unconscious violation
of the Third Commdndment is not
unfrequently observable in the ad-
dresses of our public speakers ; and
this even in our courts of law, and
in the senate itself, Not ouly
¢ The Name which seraphs tremble at
is hang
Regardlessly on every &rifler’s tongue,”
but is even used by persons whose
weiglit of character and respon-
sibility of station should have ut-
terly precluded such a practice on
account of its levity, even if it had
not been criminal for its impiety.
Indeed, so lamentable is the ex-
tent of this sinful habit, that in the
Letters of an Hindoo Rajah (by
Miss Hamilton), it is ironically
remarked, with all. the apparent
simplicity of an unsuspecting hea-
then, that * the English are a mos¢
religious nation, since they so con-
tinually call upon the Supreme
Being.” Cowper bas much the same
story :— ‘
“ A Persian, humble servant of the'sun,
Who, though devout, of bizotry had uone,
Hearing a lawyer, grave in his address,
With adjurations cvery wotd impress,
Supposed the man a bishop, or at least,
God’s name so much unpon his lips, a
priest;
Bowed at the close, with all his graceful

. airs,
And begged an interest in his frequent’
prayers,” ) .

A still more painful, because a
real, proof of the justice of the
charge in question was lately af-
forded me by a friend, who, a few
years since, visited China, and pass-
ed some time in Canton, He states,
that, when in the theatrical repre~
sentations which occur daily in the
streets ‘of that large city, an En.
glishinan was mimicked by a Chinese

‘actor, ti:e light or profane use of the

name of the Almighty formed the
M :
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prominent feature of the character.
Io short, the Englishman appeared
as a mere swearer. How severe a
-satire on a.Christian country was
involved in.such a representation !
Our lively countinental-neighbours,
whose airy forms are supported by
less substantial nputriment than
‘suits our grosser atmosphere, have
_ long remarked, that-*¢ the English
are a very dining people;” and
though I have never much‘adwired
this indiscriminate allegation of ex-
cess ineatingand drinking, 1 amstill
amgre sorry to learn, frowmn this Chi-
nese exhibition, that we are con-
sidered in the East as “ a very
swearing one.” .

I would not be understood to
place profane swearing, and the
more ordinary class of irreverent
interjections in the same.rank of
crimiuality ;- yet I think it sufli-
ciently apparent that every appeal
to.the Almighty is sinful, unless
when used with a really solemn
and pious intentien: and that such
an intention does not ordinarily
characterize the usage in question
needs little proof; for no person,
J presume, will gravely assert, that
as often as he uses the class of ex-
pressions to which 1 allude, ' I
actually desires God's'blessing, anc
implores his mercy. . These excla-
mations are so continually uttered
1o the most thoughtless and giddy
moments, that we cannot but infer
the inconsiderateness of those who
venture thus to employ them. In-
deed, it would be preposterous to
suppose them intended for a solemn
prayer to God, aud this too in the
course of common conversation,
and in seasons of mirth and gaiety.
Whit then are they but so many
instances of taking the name of
‘God “ in vain1” a practice which
as certainly brings us under the
" sentence of “ not guiltless,” as even
what would be counsidered more
flagrant and aggravated violations
of the Divine command.

I shall conclude these few ob.
servations, first,-hy appealing to
the authorily of Scripture which

. has prodounced it on€ of the cha-
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ractetistic marks of the “enemies”
of God that « they take his name
in vain;” and next by referring to
a well-known passage in Addison
(Spectator, No. 531), where, having
informed us, ‘that the truly honour-
able Robert Bovle never men-
tioned the name of God ** without
a pause and a visible stop in his
discourse;” and that the Jews, so .
great was their veneration for this
Name, ¢ would not let it enter even
into their religious discourses;” the
writer coneludes by saying, *What
can we think of those who make
use of so tremendous a Name in
the ordinary espressions of their
anger, mirth, and most impertinent
passions ; of those who admit it
into the .most familiar questions
and assertions, Judicrous phrases.
and works of humour; not to
mention those who violate it by
solemn perjuries? It would be
an affront to reason to endeavour
to set forth the ‘horror and pro-
faneness of such a practice.”

NATHAN,

e S TR e

For the Christian Observer,

ON THE DETERMINATION AND
CONDUCT OF ST. PAUL.

(Concludcd from p. 20.)

HaviNg touched upon the doe-
trines and determination of St,
Paul, we are now to examine
the conduct which he exhibited.
'This, as well as the former point,
we inay learn from his own words:
“ I was with you in weakness, and
in fear, and in much trembling.”
This language, it needs scarcely
be observed, does not mean fear
of man; for in diis respect, the
Apostle could say, “I count 'viot
my life dear to myself;” [ am
ready not to be .bound only, but
also to die at Jerusalem3” <« pope
of these things move me, neither
count T my life dear Qo;’myself, S0
that I may finish my course with
joy, and the ministry which I have
received of the Lord Jesus.,” What-
ever might be the failings of this
great Apostle,’btlhrc fear of man cer-
. .
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was he ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ ; nor did he dread the odium
attached to religion; nor did he
fecl doubtful that the Divine bless-
ing would attend his ministry, and
that God would support and vin-
dicate his own revealed word. It
was a molive far removed from au
unholy cowardice that caused this
cainent Apostle to say, “ 1 was
with you in weakuess, and in fear,
and in muchtrembling.” This strong
Janguage was the result of an ar-
dent desire for the souls of men;
of self diflidence and humility ;—
it was the language of one who felt
theawful responsibility of his office;
who dreaded a mistake which might
be fatal to his own soul or the souls

of liis people ;—in a word, the lan-.

guage of one who trembled-to
think’ that ¢ after having preached
to others, he himself might be a
cast-away:.” The cavses in which
this holy fear originated, may be
discerned by u slight investigation,

In the first place, one feason why
the Apostle, In common with every
faithful minister of Christ, would
Le inclined to feel “*weakness, and
fear, and much trembling” in the
discharge of his utlice, arises from
the peeuliar nature of his message.
For what is that message? 1t is
no human invention, which wg are
at liberty to receive or not with
impunity;” no daily- or common-
place communication, which may
be attended to or not without
danger or inconvenience, » No;
it is * the testimony of God.” It
is a message from the Sovereign
and only Potentate to a rebellious
avorld ; and on the mode of its
. reception depend all our hopes
end fears for eteruity,. We are
¢ saved with an everlasting salva-
tion,” if we receive it: we are
for ever lost, if we reject it. And
who that seriously considers this
alternativig would not_experience
“ weakoess, and fear, and much
trembling,® when charged witli
such a commission? 1f a delegate
from an earthly prince would feel

On the Dctermination.and Conduct of St. Paul.
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no inconsiderable anxiety upon a
subject of difticulty which involved
the temporal welfure of his country,
what ought ¢hat man to feel who
is ¢ an ambassador for God,” and
whose celestial message is either
““a savour of life unto life, or of
death unto death,” to cvery in-
dividual to whom it is delivered?

Again; had the message of the
Chiristian minister been something
familiar, something within the or-
diviry range-of humaun discovery,
he might have hoped to be able to
deliver it in a mauner becoming
its nature ; but what wust he feel
when he considers that he has to
teach men upon subjects infinitely
surpassing ‘all human concep-
tions, and which lie himself, ia his
most™ favoured moments, can only
« see through a glass darkly 3" 1f,
again, his doctrines had been
smooth and pleasing to the vatural
mind, he might have felt less dif-
ficulty : but what must he experi-
ence when he knows that his mes-
sage is utterly opposed to every.
fecling of the unrenewed soul; that
it is ¢ foolishuess” to the natural
man, and canuot be discerned: but
by the illumination of God's Holy
Spirit?  He is authorised ‘to pro-

! claim death and judgment, heaven
-and hell.  He comes to the man of
the world, to annouuce, that ¢ who-
ever loveth the world, the love of
the Father is unot in him.,” He
comes to the thoughtless dissi-
pated character to say, *“lle that
liveth in pleasure is dead while he
liveth.” He comes to the ambi-
tious, the aspirant alter temporal
honour and exalted worldly con-
nexions, to say, * The friendship
of the world is emnity with God.”
1lle comes to the lover of wealth to
say, The love of money is the
1oot of allevil, which while some
coveted after they have erred from
the faith, and bave pierced them-
selves through with muny sorrows.”
Heeomes to the decent ostentatious
formulist %o say, * Except your
righteousness -exceed that of the
Scribes and Pharisecs, ye shall ia

M2
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no wise enter the kingdom of
God.” )
And must not he who has such
_ a message entrusted to him feel
some anxiety and trembling, lest
he should deliver it in vain1—espe-
cially if we consider, that it is not
a mere general statement of these
things that is sufficient. He s to
take care that he make them plain
and clear; that he keep nothing
back, and that he exaggerate no-
thing, He is to trace the deceit-
ful heart through all its windings ;
to shew the sinner to himself; to
grapple with his conscience; to
search out and expose his vain ex-
cuses ; and to bring him by every
ossible means to.the obedience
of Christ. It would be easy to
glide through a cold routine of
unmeaning formalism, or even to
amuse and interest the minds of
men by bare dissertations on the
generalities of religion ; but to do
all that has been mentioned, and
to do it with that firmness and
faith, that prudence and affection,
which characterized the Apostle,
is no easy task. Well, then, might
this holy man unaffectedly exclaim,
“1 was with youy in weakness, and
in fear, and .in much trembling.”

+ This disposition of mind must-

also be greatly increased in every
sincere minister, by the outward
difficulties which surround him,
If men were ready to embrace the
Gospel as soon as it is proposed
for their acceptance, and to live
according to its precepts and spi-
xit, no small part of the burthen
would be removed. But when
every thing seems to oppose it;
when there is worldliness, and in.
difference, and pride, and vauity,
and evil passion to contend with ;
when one man hates religion, and.
another despises it, and. another
openly opposesit, the difficulty must
be greatly enhanced. There are,
besides, often special difficulties,
‘Fhe Corinthians, for instance,
were addicted to a factious spirit ;
among the Ephesians ¢ grievous
wolves hyd entered, devouring the
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flock :” the Galatians were * be-
witched ” by legal doctrines; and
other churches had their peculiar
faults, as we find not only from
the Apostolic writings but by our
Lord’s own messages sent to them
by St. John in the Revelations,
In like manner, in the present day,
the varying aspects of individuals
and congregations present cor-
responding difficulties to the con-
scientious pastor, What minister,
especially in a large sphere, can
adequately ascertain the- modes
and_habits of his people;—where
and how they severally spend their
time,what are their peculiar sinsand
temptations; what are the thoughts
and views, the tastes and preju-
dices, of the various members of
his charge, relative to the great
subjects connected with their sal+
vation, That which may edify one
may harden another; what may be
necessary to arouse the obstinate
sinner, may bruise the broken reed,
And how greatlydo these and similay

‘considerations increase the dificul-

ties which the Apostle appears to
have experienced !

Yet even this is not all; for
the faithful minister would not
so greatly tremble in discharg-
ing the duties of his office, were
it not for the additional conscious-
ness. of his own personal de-
fects. The Apostle. himself re~
marked : “ We have this trcasure
in earthen vessels.” T'here needs
but a .transient glance at the in.
sufficiency, the weakness, the in+
consistencies which mark the con-.
duct of the best of men, to furnish
suflicient evidence,of the anxiety
which a faithful minister must in-
evitably experience when he duly
considers the defects of his own
character and their possible ope-
ration upon the eternal weifare. of
his flock, lle is a city set upon a
hiil, and cannot be hid. On his
private charaoter. not 16ss than his -
public ministrations wiil depend,
under God, the sucess of his
labours. His tempers, his conduct,’
his family, the mode in which he

v .
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spends his time and arranges the
concerns both of his parish and
his household, will be minutely
watched and severely criticised ;
and in proportion as any incon-
sistency 1is -discovered will the
cflect of his spiritual labours be
diminislted. Besides—the conduct
of his studies, his secret medita-
tions, his unseen retirements, the
thoughts and emotions which are
known only to himself and his
Maker, will greatly influence his
general character, and thus mate-
rially retard or promote the great
object of his ministry, Isitthen a
matter for surprise that St. Paul—
who scrutinized so severely, and
detected so keenly, the state of his
own heart, that great as he was,
both as a man and a Christian, he
scrupled not to call himself the
chief of sinners—should feel wéak.
ness and fear in the discharge of his
exalted vocation? And if be, ¢ who
was not a.whit behind the chief
of the Apostles,” was not exempt
from this salutary fear, how much
more ought it to be felt by those
who, while they bear a not less
" important, though less extensive,
commission, are far removed from
that pre-eminent devoteduess’ of
character which distinguished- this

great Apostle ? .
. It will, bowever, appear even
still .more forcibly why the Apo-
stle’s conduct was thus marked by
a holy fear and diffidence, if we re-
flect upon the responsibility of his
ofice. * “ We watch,” said be,
¢ as they that must give an ac-
count.” He seems to have con-
sidered himself as placed in a
situation similar to that of Ezekiel:
*“Son of man, I have made thee
a watchman unto the house of
- Isruel; therefore hear the word at
. my mouth, and. give them warning
‘from me. When I say to the wick-
ed, Thou shalt surely.die; and thou
givest him not &varning, nor speak-
est.to warn the wicked from his
wicked way,to save his life, the
same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity, but his blood will I re-
quire 4t thive Land.,” Indeed,
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as before remarked,. be himself
says: “ I keep under my body,

‘and bring it into subjection, lest

that by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself should
be a cast-away.” From his deep
conviction of the importance of his
office, combined with a correspond-
ing sense of his own accountable-
ness before God for the faithful
discharge of its duties, naturally
and properly arose that fear and
trembling with which lis labours
were conducted. = Far removed
from spiritual pride, or a high
opinion of his own ministerial
worthiness, he bLumbly deplored
his failings, and prayed for pardon

-for actions which a presumptuous

and pharisaic professor of Chris~
tianity would have coufidently
brought forward as rather deserv-
ing reward, What a lesson does
this part of the Apostle’s character
aftord to the ostentatious, the pha-
risaic, the spiritually proud, the
self-glorious character; and cspe-
cially when that character is found
connected with the ministerial vo-
cation! Ifsuch were the sentiments
of the great Apostle of the Gentiles,
what should be the humility, the
diffidence, the fear, the trembling
of those who in the present age so
inadequately follow his steps?  If
even St. Paul thus solemnly felt
the awful weight of his responsi-
bility, what excuse shall be made for
the man who neglects, by prayer,
by study, by vigilance, by activity,
to endeavour to save himself and
them that hear him? W.-

b R 4
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Rom. vi. 17, 18.—God be thanked
that ye were the servanis of sin,
but ye-fiave obeyed from tie heart
that form of doctrine which was
delivered you. Being then made
Jree from sin, ye became the
servants’of rig hteousness.

¢
THERE Js, perhaps, no strouger

test of our character before God,

than the way in which we are ac-
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customed to feel with regard to
those things which we know to
be sinful in his sight. The
tsue Christian  avoids what is
contrary to the Divine law, not
only because he dreads future
punishment, but because he loves
and fears the Lawgiver, and feels
it a pleasure as well as a duty
to obey his commands. The pre-
valence of such a disposition in
the. soul is a highly favourable
symptom : its absence is équally
unfavourable. The Apostle, there-
fore, thanked God for the deliver-
ance of the Roman converts from
_the love and bondage, as well as
the punishment, of sin. Indecd,

* where the former effect does not
take place, the Jatter cannot; for it
is said that Christ redeemed to him-
self * a peculiar people, zealous of
good works.” In examining whe-
ther or not we-come under this

. description, the words of the text
will furnish us with some plain and
valuable iustructions. We learn
from them—

First, The character of all
mcen by nature—servants of sin.
Secondly, The character of the
people of God—servants of, vigh-
teousness. Thirdly, The way in
which this change of character is
effected ; namely, by obeying from
the heart the form of doctrine re-
vealed ia the Gospel, p

First. The character of men by
pature is that of servants of sin.—
‘The expression does not apply to
those individuals only to whom St.
Paul was immediately writing, but
it includes us all. Our Christian
baptism and other privileges make
no difference in this respect, un-
less there be also the regenerating,
and converting, and sanctifying in-
fluences of God’s Holy Spirit. Our

lives may be decently moral, and.

our character fair before men, while
we slill continue in the unhappy
condition of servants of sin. We
may live and die deceived, thinking

ourselves free, and%t liberty, and '

in security; while we remain under
*that worst of bondage, the domi-
nion of the. world, the flesh, and
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the devil; or, as the Scriptures
express it, under * the prince of
the power of the air, the god of
this world, the spirit that worketly
in the children of disobedience.”
But, how is this painful fact prov-
ed? It is proved; in the first
place, from the plain declarations
of Scripture itself. All mankind,
Jew and Gentile, are there said to
be conclided under sin. Weare all
equally inheritors of a fallen na-
fure, and have.all gone astray from
God’s ways like lost sheep. When
Jehovah looked down of old from
heaven, to sce * if there were any
that did anderstand, fhat did scek
God;” he found that « every one
was goue baclk, that they were al-
together become filthy s and that
there was none that did good, -no
not one.” Such was the character
of mankind at that period : and we
are no where tanght in Scripture,
that it has since changed for the

-better.

But another and a very plain and
forcible proof is, daily expericnce.
Whichever way we turn our eye,
sin and its effects are awfully visible.
If we look into our own hearts, the
same general truth will appear writ-
ten in the most' conspicuous cha-
racters. I do not mean that all

"men are proue to exactly the same

vices; nor are all guilty of open pro-
fligacy of living, though too many
are eveu thus notoriously iucluded
in the expression of the text. But
are not we all by nature under the
deminion of our evil passions? Are
we not addicted to sinful pleasure,

-and to the vanities of the world?

Do we not neglect prayer, and for-.

get God? Are we not too careless
respecting the futare welfare of our
souls? Have we not been proud,
and selfish, and unboly? Can we,
in a word, say that we huve loved
the Lord our God with all our
hearts, and our neighbour as our-

‘gelves? Assuredly, fo one or other,

perhaps, and most or all of these
instances, we must fignd guilty and
self-condemued before God. Even
wjiere the restrainty of education

and the fear of Josing our charac,

.
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ter, and other causes, may have
prevented our becoming openly im-
moral, if we know ourselves, we
must confess that the seeds of every
sin are in our hearts, and that no-
thing is wanting but temptation
and opportunity, with the absence
of God's restraining grace, to make
them spring up hke briars and
thorns on every side,

Thus it appears clearly, that all
men are by natere “ the servauts of
sin;” for our Lord teaches us, that
¢ whosoever commilteth sin, is the
servant of sin:” and all men, we
have scen, commit sin, so that all
men are its servants; or, as the
word implies, its slaves, under a
‘disgraceful though willing bondage,
led captive by Satan at his "will,
We confess this awful truth in the
daily services of our church: we
acknowledge our sins of omission
and of cemmission : the most holy
and eminent Christians in évery

age have borne witness to it, YWhich-

of us, then, will venture to deny, in
his own case, what the Scriptures
and daily cxperience thus alike
prove 1o be the natural condition
of all mankind ?

‘But here arises a’ question of
great importance; for if the fore-
going description be true, who can
be saved 7 Ifeaven, we kuow, is not
the abode of any thing that de-
fileth ; how then shall sinners like
us gain admission? It is the habi-
tation of pure and happy beings;
how then shall we, who are by na-
‘ture ¢ servants 'of sip,” find =c-
cess? This difficulty will be an-
suwered, if we consider,

" Secondly, ‘The character of the
people of God: they are the .*“ ser-
-vants of righteousness.”—This most
important change of character must
take place in us, to fit us for the hap-
piness of heaven. Sin has disquali-
fied us: we have not only forfeited
this blessed inheritance, but by na-
ture we are nft even in a proper
state of mind to enjoy it. We
must, thereffe, be turned from
darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God. This
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conversion is a complete change of
character. The love of righteous«
ness and holiness i3 its most evi-
dent wmark. Lot true 'Christia<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>