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EDITORIAL.

On June 29th, 1934, there m et in L on d on , at Friends 
H ouse, a num ber of officers and m issionaries representing 
som e of the M ission Boards having work in W est China. 
They organized into a Conference on Co-operation in W est 
China. I lav in g  spent the day together in quiet and unhurried 
consultation , they later published a report in  w hich , after 
detailing the discussion, they set forth  a message in five 
suggestions to be sent to the field for  the consideration  of the 
several m issions. It w ill be well to give a cop y  o f  these 
suggestions. W e venture to incorporate them  in the editorial 
section of the N ews this m on th .
(1 )  W e propose that this our conference suggest that the 

present H ospital Board in  Chengtu should extend its 
function  to cover the w hole Province, an d -fu rth er fo rm  
a Provincial -Medical Board.

(2 )  T hat som e m eans should  be taken for either the revival 
of the Educational Union  or the establishm ent o f another 
E ducational Com m ittee for the consideration  of what 
further steps can be taken in  the co -ord in ation  o f all the 
educational work in the Province.

(3 )  W e suggest that the Provincial Christian Council should 
consider what further possibilities there are for co -opera 
tion  in evangelistic effort; and secondly  to give careful 
attention to studying the question of closer Church U nion 
in  the Province.

(4 )  That any such m ovem ents have the support o f the various 
M issionary Boards represented in W est China and that 
they would w elcom e any efforts that the Church in  China 
m ay see right to take towards further co-operation  along 
the lines indicated.
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(5 )  That this group, having a fresh vision o f the possibilities 
of Reunion of the Churches, would encourage Churches 
and M issions in West China to go forward with the ex 
ploration o f the plans for Reunion through the Szechwan 
Christian Council and local m eetings, having in m ind 
the experience o f the Churches in the Philippines and the 
South India Schem e; and th at the China Com m ittee of 
the I. M . C. (In ternational M issionary Council) be asked 
to act as a Com m ittee to correspond.

There is an unfortunately loose use of terms in this 
docum ent w hich  tends to confusion on the part o f the reader. 
The title of the paper is “ Conference on Co-operation in 
West C h in a ."  Th is term is generally understood to include 
the three provinces of K w eich ow , Y unnan and Szechwan. In 
the discussion that gave rise to these five propositions, this 
term  is frequently used. So that the ordinary reader on the 
field naturally readies the conclusion that those Christian 
m en and w om en w ho m et in L ondon were concerned with 
further co-operation  and possibly a Reunion of the Churches 
in  these three provinces. But a m ore careful analysis of 
these five suggestions goes to show that the L ondon Conference 
had fixed its m ind  on one o f these provinces, nam ely. Szechwan. 
F or the first recom m endation  suggest? that the Chengtu 
H ospital Board should form  a Provincial M edical Board. The 
second suggestion is the revival of the E ducational Union . .
.................... for ‘ the coordination  and correlation of all the
education wrork in the Province. ”  The third suggestion is 
m ade to the Provincial Christian Council. The fifth suggestion 
is about Reunion, and the Conference ‘ 'w ou ld  encourage 
Churches and M issions in West China to go forward with the 
exploration  of the plans for Reunion through the Szechuan 
Christian Council, e tc .”

It m ay seem that this careful d istinction of the term inolgy 
used in this docum ent, is m otivated by a m eticulous regard 
for names. But that is not so. W e have gone into this 
m atter thus carefully in  order that we m ay know  to w hom  
the L on don  Conference is addressing these forw ard-looking 
suggestions. A  glance at the personnel o f the conference reveals 
that of the twelve persons com posing it, six  either were, or 
are m issionaries in the province o f Szechwan. These friends 
all understand what the term, W est China, includes. As a 
result o f reading and re-reading this docum ent, we have 
reached the conclusion  that the friends in  L on don , while using 
the nam e, W est China, really had in m ind  the province of
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Szechwan. I f  we are m istaken in this matter som e of the 
things we wish to say about the propositions of the London 
Conference will be out of focus. A n d , further, if  the whole 
o f W est China is included in these suggestions, it m ust at 
once appear that som e organization that is fully representative 
o f  the churches and m issions in these three provinces should 
be asked to deal with these suggestions. But, at present, 
there is no such organization ether than the A dvisory Board, 
w hich is suffering from  acute anemia.

So we com e to a consideration o f these five suggestions 
o f  the Conference, understanding that they refer to the 
Churches and M issions in Szechwan. I f  this is so, then the 
one existing organization which is m ore fu lly  representative 
o f  these Christian bodies in this province is the Szechwan 
Christian Council. In an editorial in the February issue of 
the N e w s , we remarked on the lack of a province-w ide 
representation on the Council. In the report of the S. C. C. 
appearing in that same num ber of this paper, it was said:
4‘ Y ou r com m ission  feels that the time dem ands a closer and 
m ore effective federation of our church bodies and a m ore 
effective C. C. than now exists; a Council in w hich  the several 
church  groups now operating in West China w ould function 
in an effective m anner and the Council so organized and 
financed as to perm it the program  of our work through the 
consolidation  of our forces in resources and men in the province 
in such cities as Chengtu and Chungking, and other centers 
where several denom inations operate.”  Even in this state
m ent, the same loose use of names in noticeable. But the 
thing sought in this message o f the annual m eeting of the 
C ouncil is a m ore effective integration o f the Christian forces 
in  Szechwan. W e suggest that the Council give itself to a 
piece o f missionary work which shall consist of securing the 
allegiance of all Christian bodies in this province to the 
Szechwan Christian Council. The suggestions of the London  
Conference are of such a nature and contain such far-reaching 
principles that it is next to futile to attem pt to im plem ent 
them  unless at least a large m ajority of the Christian organiza
tions in the province are m em bers of the Szechwan Christian 
Council. This piece of work is prelim inary to the effective 
realization of the five suggestions of the London Conference. 
U nfortunately, this year, it is not possible for all church and 
m ission bodies to hold their annual meetings. So it w ill be 
m ore difficult to secure a fu ll representative Gouncil in 1936. 
Perhaps this difficu lty can be m et in part if the executives of 
the churches and m issions w ill see to it that delegates to the
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Council are appointed in tim e for the annual m eeting o f that 
body  n ext year.

Lack of space forb ids our taking up the suggestions o f 
the London m eeting in this num ber of the N e w s . H ow ever, 
we hope to deal with each one of them in later issues of this 
paper. AVhat we w ould urge is that m em bers o f churches 
and m issions discuss these topics in the pages o f the N e w s . 
In  this connection , we call attention to the brief article by  
M r. Tom kinson in another part of this issue.

A N  O L D  A D V IC E  W H IC H  IS  S T IL L  N E W .

“ A ll those in whom  the Jove of G od or the terror created 
by the terrible calam ities of the present, arouses a desire to  
begin a new and spiritual life, w ill find great profit in a 
w ithdraw al into themselves every m orn ing when they rise, to  
consider what they w ill undertake during the day. I f  they 
find in themselves any evil thought, any intention  contrary 
to  the D ivine w ill, let them renounce it for the glory  o f  G od . 
Likew ise, in  the evening, on going to bed . let them collect 
themselves and consider how  they have spent the d a y ; w hat 
acts they have done, and in w hat spirit they have done them . 
I f  they find that they have done any good , let them  thank 
G od and give H im  the g lory . I f  they find they have com 
m itted any sin, let them  attribute the fault of it to theirs 
selves, and to n obody  else, and let them  show to G od a 
deep repentance, saying to H im :

'O h ! L ord , be m ercifu l to m e— poor, unw orthy sinner, 
and forgive m e all the sins of this day, for I seriously repent, 
and 1 have a firm purpose henceforth with T h y  help to avoid 
sirm ing’

— A n ‘ A d v ice ”  o f the Friends of G od to their m em bers. 
(Fourteenth  cen tu ry ).
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m  i s  f f i  £  m  w  t -

R E P O R T  OF T H E  D IR E C T O R  

T h e  W e s t  C h i n a  Co u n c il  o n  H e a l t h  E d u c a t io n  •

FOR

T h e  Y e a r  1 9 3 4 .

It all depends upon on e ’ s point o f view. A t least to the 
D irector this is the situation if you take a look at the pro
gram m e which this Council m apped out for itself five years 
ago. for rem em ber, this is the fifth year of the actual, active 
work of the Council. True it is that it was b o m  in 1925, 
just ten years ago January 1935, but it lim ped along on 
indifferent ' ‘ lg s”  and with a variety o f experiences until 
1930, when the present D irector took charge and in a serious 
fashion, tried to direct the activities of the Council,, I  say, if 
you  take a look at the program m e of the Council m apped out 
five years ago, and in the light of that program m e exam ine 
the work of the Council, over that five years, you  w ill say 
that the Council has m iserably failed. It  has.

An old solon once said “'h itch  your waggon to  a star’ ''. 
W e had lofty ideals when we outlined a program m e for the 
W est China Council on H ealth E ducation. W e have looked 
up to those ideals every year since their inception . W e have 
no reason to change our ideals even with the verdict as given 
above. M aybe ever have ideals m ore lofty than our accom 
plishm ents. It is a sign of growth and developm ent, and w'e 
plan to grow  and develop. For, and take this seriously, the 
work of the West China Council on Health Education has no 
such a word in its w orking vocabulary as ‘ s top ” . W e must 
progress.

One does not forget the ‘ hard tim es”  w hich has been 
the cry  o f our participating M ission Boards. Is it not a fact 
that we Mission Boards often seem to get an ideal and carry 
it to a certain place where we either ‘ forget the race”  or tire 
before we have reached the goal? One of the tragedies of our 
m issionary endeavor is that we are forced to stop before we 
have given a real view of the objective to the native, 1 am 
m ore and m ore convinced that the Chinese are being so ld ”  
to the work of the W est China Council on H ealth Education.



6 T H E  W EST CHINA M ISSION ARY NEWS

but we m ust continue the activities and broaden the scope of the 
program m e of the Council, at Jeast bringing that program m e 
to com pletion , before we can Lope that the Chinese will have 
had the idea sold”  to them . Let us push on . then, never 
wavering.

Enough of the theory, what of the practical accom plish 
m ents? Take the work of the Literature departm ent. W e now 
have over one hundred different publications. A  list, of them 
is appended to this report. And of this literature we have 
handled, for the year 1934 over a m illion  pieces. W e started 
the year with a stock of two hundred and th irty-one th ou 
sand, and printed during the year eight, hundred and eighty 
thousand. W e have in stock two hundred and forty -th ou 
sand tracts. W e have sold this year six hundred and forty 
thousand tracts. This is by  no means our biggest, year, but 
then one must not forget two things. W e have been forced 
to raise our price twenty percent, over the form er prices, which 
is no sm all deterrent when it com es to purchasing, and 
secondly, the m issionary has by no means as much m oney to 
spend in literature these last few years as he had previously. 
This, to us. does not look so m uch like failure.

Every draw ing which you see on our tracts, and which 
m akes them such good sellers, is the inspiration and efficient 
w ork of M rs. K itchen , whose capabilities are ever in  dem and, 
but she always graciously accepts the additional work which 
the Council gives her and helps to m ake our tracts the suc
cess fu l sellers w hich  they prove to be.

This yeai’ we have branched into large poster activities. 
W e have had drawings m ade, by  M rs. K itchen , o f the tracts 
and these have been printed and put in stock. Such large 
posters w ill not be big sellers but they are excellent for speak
ers to use when they wish to speak upon any special tract, or 
illustrate the tracts w hich they have for distribution upon 
occasion. They are well done, and strikingly illustrate the 
poin t w hich  we wish stressed. They are well w orth-w hile 
and a valuable edition to any on e 's  tract stock.

There are three new tracts on the press and these will be 
put on the m arket early in January.

O ur tracts are all subsidized, and this is a great drain on 
the budget of the Council. W hen one realizes that we have 
printed eight hundred and eighty thousand tracts this year, 
it w ill be easily seen that there is not m uch left in the way of 
finances to carry on other activities o f the Council. The 
D irector w ould  request that the Annual M eeting o f the Council
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give this problem  their serious consideration. Is there not 
som e other way in w hich we can continue to publish just as 
m any or even m ore tracts but not have such a heavy subsidy 
each year?.

This year, one of the desires of the D irector was fulfilled 
when it was made possible to com m ence the work of the Baby 
W elfare. After these years of waiting:, because of lack of 
funds to finance it, we have been perm itted to start this very 
needy piece o f  work, for the residents in the area of the U ni
versity. The students in Education, under the family of Arts 
in the University, were the ones who made it possible to com 
m ence this work, and with a pooling  of our resources, w;ith 
their money together with the splendid ofiices of Mrs. Small, 
and Mrs. T aylor, Mrs. Fang, Mrs. L iu, and ¡Mrs. H w a, we 
have been able to keep a very excellent J?aby W elfare Clinic 
going for this year. Clinic is held every Friday and we have 
about twenty, five babies each da.v. The highest .number has 
been thirty eight. Dr. Helen Ioh  H sieh, and ¡Miss Liang, of 
the W om en 's hospital have been very faithful in helping in 
the clin ic. W o extend to them out grateful thanks for their 
invaluable assistance. Forgetting the failure to accom plish 
all the program m e of the Council we feel that here, once again 
real progress in our work has been made.

Our activities have branched still further during the year 
in our Rural medical services w ork. Under the auspices of 
the Szechwan Christian Council, we have been able to take a 
dozen trips with a team of workers into the cities surround
ing Chengtn. The com m ittee appointed by the Szediwan 
Christian Council appointed a com m ittee who m ade a map 
o f  the area in which the available m otor roads m ade it possible 
to  m ake a day trip to a city, or tow n. On these trips our 
team of workers consists o f a preacher, one or m ore bible 
w om en, a dentist, an eye, ear, nose and throat worker, and a 
physician . The group went to a tow n, set up in their re
spective activities, and other workers along with these gave 
out tracts, dem onstrated posters and pasted up health ' ‘ b ills”  
over the streets of the town. In this way oiiS vaccinations 
were done, 564 dental operation perform ed, 2G04 m edical 
cases were seen, 31 health talks were given, and 26000 
tracts given away. This does not cover the work o f the team 
as m any old  contacts were renewed, m any new ones made for 
the local church  and m any personal talks were had with the 
gentry of the places visited. A  real contact for the local 
church  was made in each case and m any were drawn to the 
other activities of the church . O ld church m em bers were
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revived, and new prospects orientated toward the local ch u rch . 
This is a piece of excellent work and ought not to be dropped. 
The finances of this work were made possible by  gifts through 
the generosity o f D r. Beech, and the alum ni o f W eslyan U n i
versity at hom e.

Co-operation w ith the local Board o f H ealth continues. 
H ere again real progress has been m ade, in that we have 
succeeded in  keeping a statistical report of the deaths in 
the city  and have tabulated and co-related them , for the 
archives of the Board of H ealth . Chengtu is one o f n ine 
cities on ly , in China, w hich keeps such statistics, and we are 
proud  to th ink that this has been accom plished away back 
here in W est China so far from  the direct contact with the 
other progressive, health m inded cities of China. The Board 
of H ealth has also produced m any tracts, posters, newspaper 
articles, e tc ., during the year, real marks of progress in our 
city . The P ublic Utilities Com m issioner, and his Secretary 
of the Board of H ealth are real progressive citizens, with a real 
desire to better the general conditions of the citizens, and 
they are popular with the citizens in the city. W e hope they 
m ay be continued in office, to show their ability  to do som e
th ing for the citizens, along health lines. A lready they have 
new progressive ideas for the citizens, and we are glad that 
they have already asked us to co-operate with them  in their 
health activities.

“ H ealth W eek ”  was very m uch like other years save to say 
that each year there is a greater interest, in this activitiy on 
the part o f  the citizens. The policem en actually go along the 
streets and see that the citizens sweep the portion  of the street 
before their own doors, and often look  into the hom es to give 
som e advice with regard to the condition  of the hom es. This 
is a long  step in health activities for Chengtu. Our slides, 
m ovie film s, posters and tracts were used to good advantage 
this year.

The flower fair was used as usual, for the propagation of 
H ealth  E ducation. In addition to the usual dem onstrations 
at the union booth of the Y .M .C .A .,  the churches, and the 
U niversity, we also had an exhib it at the police booth , where 
we showed tracts, posters, bills, h vg icn ic  beds, p lay  pens, 
dolls, cloth ing, etc. This was at the invitation  of the Com 
m issioner of the Public Utilities Board.

V accination  cam paigns are held by  the city fathers, and 
this year they7 m aintained the ten vaccinating centres as usual. 
The are already plann ing  a cam paign for the spring o f 1935.
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Our exhib it room  has been open all year and has been 
visited by thousands, its materials have been enhanced by  
the addition  of visual materials from  N anking, w ho seem to 
be m aking real progress in  the production  of worth while 
materials for H ealth Education. W e are glad to co-operate 
with them .

This year sees the retirem ent of our Chairm an who has 
occupied that office for two years. W e shall miss D r. L indsay. 
H e has been a guide, father and statesman on m any occasions, 
and his successor will need to look well to his laurels.

So, withal, we do not feel that the work of the West 
China Council for the year 1934 has been such a failure. W e 
look forward to the tim e when all the projected activities o f 
the Council w ill be carried on , but that cannot be until we 
are enhanced in staff and have our budget augm ented. The 
addition  of a graduate in m edicine to the staff will make it 
possible to m ore than double our work The addition  of a 
nurse to this staff would make the program m e o f the Council 
too sm all. W e really look forward to just these additions in 
the not too distant future. Our sincere thanks is due to the 
m issions and organizations who m ake our activities possible 
and we hope that they will see their way clear to carry on  
in assisting in this piece of work in H ealth E ducation, the 
on ly  one o f its kind in W est China.

W a l l a c e  C k a w f o r d  
Director.

SO M E FA C T O R S IN  T H E  P R O B L E M  OF 
E C C L E SIA ST IC A L  U N IT Y  IN  SZE C H W A N

Not long since an incom pletely representative group of 
the Christian Missions w orking in Szechwan m et in London 
to discuss the question of Church U nion. It appears from  
the reports that a harm onious atmosphere prevailed through
out and com plete agreement was attained (or  m aintained) as 
to a num ber of suggestions perhaps in the m ain som ewhat 
vague and platitudinous. O f these the m ost definite was to 
the effect th^t the H om e Churches Mission Boards should do
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noth ing  to prevent any union desired by the Churches in 
Szechwan. The significance of this, however, m ay be easily 
exaggerated for on the one hand, the H om e Churches could  
do little to hinder any- union desired by  independent and 
self-supporting churches here and on the other hand, since 
the m oney contributed to these churches at present is raised 
b y  voluntary subscriptions it is im possible to prom ise con 
tinuance of such support under any — and particularly under 
changed— conditions. But it is not m y intention in the article 
w hich  I am w riting at the E d itor ’ s suggestion, to go over the 
ground covered by this conference, for the report o f its proceed 
ings have been fairly w idely  circulated and the points raised 
are sufficiently fam iliar to readers of this journal. Yet it 
seem s to me that there are som e considerations having a 
bearing on this m atter w hich tends to be overlooked.

H o the adm itted advantages of union cover all that is 
significant in the Churches as such? In  som e respects the 
advantages of com bin in g  sm aller into larger uniis cannot be 
gainsaid. As regards m ost concrete enterprises (as for instance 
hospitals and som e departm ents of rural service) the adm itted 
gains from  com bination  are not affected by the fact that they 
happen to be conducted under the nam e of Christian organis
ations. The advantages accruing are essentially those of 
rationalisation in business enterprises, such as econom ies in 
the elim ination  o f redundancies especially7 in regard to personnel 
and other overhead expenses, the appointm ent of the in d iv 
idual to the departm ent for w hich  he is best fitted, etc. In  
the eyes of m any m em bers o f existing churches this probably  
exhausts the function  o f Christian churches. T o others, how 
ever, it w ill seem that these activities are at m ost m erely 
incidental to the prim ary functions o f Christian bodies as 
such. Now in the realms of the Spiritual and of progress of 
thought the gains from  com bination  in to  ever larger units are 
m uch m ore open  to question. Does not the history of thought 
rather suggest that unification  tends to result in stultification?

In  som e recent discussions of this subject of ecclesiastical 
union  I  have heard som e Chinese leaders express the view7 
that denom inational differences are entirely o f 'Western origin , 
and are quite meaningless as far as Chinese Christiaus are 
concerned. I am a little inclined  to question in the first 
instance w hether those who make such observations are really 
thoroughly in form ed to the nature of organisations other than 
their own and their practices. Is it quite certain that all 
pastors o f certain large denom inations w ould consider the 
differences between the system to w hich  they are accustom ed,
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and on the one hand a system in w hich there were no profess
ional pastors or other perm anent officials, or on the other 
hand, one in  which they would be entirely under the dictates 
o f  an eniseopal superior to be quite m eaningless? If, however, 
what is im plied is that union should be on  the basis of 

Prim itive Christianity” , all later ‘ W estern ’ ’ (in  relation 
to  China) accretions being elim inated, som e who now are 
hesitant concern ing union might, becom e enthusiastic.

Again, the attitude towards ecclesiastical union has some 
correlation with convictions as to the ultim ate nature of 
ecclesiastical organisation. T o  som e salvation is inseparable 
from  m em bership in an institution  w hich it was Jesus main 
concern  to found. Union to such is necessarily a m atter of 
suprem e im portance. It is natural, too, that they have a 
tendency to prefer the term R e-un ion ’ ’ — even in relation to 
areas in which there has been no previous ecclesiastical union. 
T he South India  scheme m ay be regarded as the logical 
ou tcom e of that type of conviction . Such views, however, 
are not shared by all Christians. Not long ago I received a 
notice o f a pam phlet to com bat a “ n ew "’ heresy w hich has 
apparently arisen in the wake of the spiritual revival in 
Shantung. It would appear that these heretics regard Chris
tianity as prim arily  a way of life and consider organisations 
not of fundam ental im portance.

It seems to m e that cooperation in practical enterprises 
still offers a vast field for further experim entation  and advance. 
I  find it difficult to sym pathise with chose who seem inclined 
to weep because in Szechwan at least there are in this sphere 
no further conquests to be m ade. Their prototype in the 
popular legend had apparently never heard of China and no 
rum ours o f the possibility o f rural reconstruction seems to 
have reached them .

H ow ever, the question o f the desirability of ecclesiastical 
union m ay be regarded there seems to be one departure from  
past practice in which agreement m ight be expected . I  refer 
to disregard of the spheres o f influence into w hich the province 
has been d iv ided . F or if  differences between the ecclesias
tical bodies are o f no significance am algam ation should be 
sought in the im m ediate future, wdiereas if the differences are 
o f im portance, the affiliations of Chinese should depend not 
on geographical location  but on in div idual conviction  or 
tem peram ental predilection.

In conclusion what seems to m e of prim e im portance is 
that Christians should cultivate charity towards all m en and 
display a practical willingness to cooperate in all good work
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with any w ho are w illing to join  with them  in that work 
w hether they be B uddhist, Confucianist, Agnostic. Rom anist 
or m em bers of the very heterogeneous bodies professing and 
calling themselves Christian and Protestant. The history o f  
B uddhism  and Confucianism  suggests that in China as else
where fissiparousness m ay be a healthy sign of vitality and a 
m u ltip licity  o f  sects or schools of thought is not necessarily 
to be deplored, but on l3T lack o f charity in their mutual 
relations. I m yself incline to the view that the am algam ation 
of the exiting Chinese ecclesiastical organization in the near 
future m ay be desirable as a tem porary and interm ediate 
m easure; but I  th ink that the future will be with ' ‘’new ’ 5 
Chinese heresies for w hich  we m ay hope in the subsequent 
“ stage.”

L . T .

N O TES ON T H E  CO M M U N IST S IT U A T IO N

A  forthnight ago, when the E d itor 's  request arrived that 
these notes should be supplied, the situation was of a generally 
m enacing character. H ap p ily  they can now  be com piled  
under circum stances of m uch less strain, for the last few days 
have seen a d istinct turn for better on every front.

U ndoubtedly during the last few m onths determ ined 
efforts have been m ade by the Com m unist armies in various 
parts o f China to com bine in Szechwan. Their efforts how 
ever appear to be in process o f frustration, ow ing entirely to  
the reinforcem ents generously supplied by the Central G overn
m ent and the presence in Chungking of a large General Staff 
Corps w hich  is in  d irect control o f all the m ilitary  operations 
in  the province, thus giving som e guarantee not on ly  of greater 
v igour but also o f plans far m ore co-ordinated than has 
previously  been the case. '

Just about a year ago the trouble from  the Reds in 
Szechwan was alm ost entirely confined to the north-eastern 
section, where the Com m unist arm y occupied the area bounded 
by  the K ia lin g  river dow n to Chow kow  and a line stretch ing 
through Y ingshan to the Chu-ho and along that river and the
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Tsien-kiang. in the early spring they began to retire, and 
by the end of June they had been driven to the borders o f  
Shensi, being dispossessed oven of Tnngldang and Nnnkiang 
though they still retained W anyuan and Chengkow. A fter a 
period of rest and reorganization they began again to advance 
about the beginning of Septem ber, and within a m onth  or six 
weeks had regained all the territory o f which they had been 
dispossessed, with the exception  o f Chowkow. Y ingshan, 
Suiting and Suenhan. They were obviously in need of food  
supplies, and tiiis was m et by the harvest w hich  had just been1 
gathered.

Kor a time fierce attacks were concentrated on the Suiting* 
Suenhan front, with the apparent intention of breaking 
through to Liangshan and W anhsien and if possible jo in in g  
up with H o Lung and Hsiao K eh in the South-east. Failure 
in this led to changed plans, and the attack was concentrated 
on the K illin g  river front in two places, the K w angyuan- 
Chaobua region and around Paoning. At Christmas time 
and again a m onth later the latter place came within an ace 
of falling to the Reds, but courageous and costly defence 
saved it. T o  the north the Reds actually crossed the river 
and bestrode the P eh-shui-bo. some distance to the w is t . For 
ten days the two cities of K wangyuan and Chaolnia were 
practically  besieged. Fierce fighting continued, but the com 
bined efforts of the 28th A rm y and the Central G overnm ent 
troops under General 11u Chung-lan drove the enem y across 
the rivei- once m ore. The m ost recent news tells o f the retreat 
of the Reds along practically  the whole N orthern front, w ith  
the recovery of places so far apart as K w angyuan, Pacbung, 
Tnngldang, W anyuau and Chengkow. and the Reds are now  
said to be in N ingkiang in southern Shensi; though s,trangely 
enough there is evidently a pocket of them left in the Nanpu 
region, for the recovery o f a place barely one hundred li east 
o f that city  is recorded in the latest newspaper. T o all intents 
and purposes, however, the situation at the present tim e in 
the North is that which obtained a little less than a year ago.

T o the South-east, for som e m onths H o  L ung was ravag
ing the district South of Pengshui, but later he m oved in a 
south-easterly direction  and was jo in ed  by H siao K eh , 
reputedly with som e ten thousand Reds, w ho had trekked 
for about three m onths from  south-east Iviangsi, thus proving 
to be the vanguard o f the main body w hich cam e later. This 
com bined  force has during recent m onths given greater 
trouble in H unan than in Szechwan proper, and the com ing 
o f the Central G overnm ent troops, w ho have been stationed
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in the general region of Y uyan g, Siushan and Sungtao, Isas 
deprived them o f the base for which they had hoped . V ery  
little news has appeared in the papers of late with regard to 
this force, and they are probably  now on the H u nan-H u peh  
border.

A lm ost the greatest danger during recent m onths has 
com e from  the attacks m ade on the southern front by the 
large body  of Com m unists under Chu Teh, Mao Tse-tung and 
Peng Teh-huai w hich left south-east K iangsi in the autum n 
o f last year. The plans of the G eneralissim o, worked out 
thoroughly and patiently, had succeeded in ousting them  
from  Juikin and the region around, where for six or seven 
years there had been a h igh ly organized Soviet state. Steadily 
and w ith som e precision the main force m oved over the 
K iangsi border through north K w angtung into south H unan, 
then through north K w angsi, and so entered K w eich ow . 
Som e attem pt was evidently m ade to effect a junction  with 
H o  L ung and H siao K eh , but this was prevented by the 
H unanese arm y, and so the direction taken was almost a 
straight line across the province from  South-east to N orth
west, and for the last three or four weeks they have been 
attacking fiercely in the C hib-sbui and Snyung regions. In 
both  these places failure has attended their efforts, though 
there have been reasons at tim es to be apprehensive of their 
success. For som e days, according to newspaper reports, the 
Red arm y as a w hole w ould appear to have been m oving  in 
a westerly direction in a line parallel with the Yangtze, and 
are now' south of K aohsien  and have reached Yentsing in 
north  Y un nan , w ith the intention , it is thought, o f trying 
again to go N orth through H en gldan g-cbang. to cross the 
Y angtze perhaps in the region o f P ingshan.

It is not w’ise to attem pt any forecast, for the m ovem ents 
o f a force so desperate and m obile as the Reds have proved 
them selves to be are practically  incalculable. It is not too 
m u ch  to say, how ever, that given a continuance of the present 
p o licy  of both  Central and P rovincial G overnm ents, the 
efforts of the enem y w ill end in com plete failure. Their 
num bers have obviously  been greatly depleted and it is 
d ifficult to see how  they can still retain any great supply o f 
arms and am m u n ition ; yet it m ust be recognized that, in  
spite of all their losses in battle and from  fatigue and disease, 
on all fronts, South and North and South-east, they still 
retain a solidarity  o f organization w hich , if they are allowed 
to  rest and recuperate, w ill enable them  again to becom e a 
m enace. N um bers are not easy to collect from  the newspaper
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reports, and if those given of casualties were to be added 
together, it is not im probable that they would far exceed 
those of tine original armies. A  conservative estimate, w ould 
be that under Chu Teh and his associates in the South there 
are still som e fifty  or sixty  thousand m en : under Hsu Shang- 
■chen in the North a force on ly slightly sm aller; and under 
H o Lung and H siao K eh perhaps som e ten or fifteen thous
and.

There can be no doubt that if freedom  o f action is 
accorded the Generalissim o and the spirit of unity  and co 
operation  is observed am ong the provincial armies the black 
clouds which have hovered over the province will ultim ately 
be dispersed; but a force of arm ed m en actuated by definite 
political ideals that has recently com pleted a march of nearly 
tw o thousand miles and is not yet effectually scattered cannot 
be despised with im punity.

J, H .

T H E  C H U R C H  IN  J E N S H O W  A N D  T H E  

X liW  L IF E  M O V E M E N T .

*'1 am com e that ye m ight have L ife and have it m ore 
abu n dan tly ” . It is a com m on -place to-day to say that reli
g ion  should touch the w hole o f Life but it is not easjT in the 
practical work of the church  in China to find ways in w hich 
a ll departm ents o f life may be included in its interests and 
attention . In early years, the efforts o f the m issionary and 
his helpers were o f  necessity confined m ain ly  to the p rocla 
m ation  o f m oral m axim s and religious precepts accom panied 
b y  zealous exhortations to leave the path of evil and turn to 
the good but the com in g  o f a Chinese church , a groups of 
men and wom en uniting them selves in fellow ship to find ways 
•of liv ing a better life has made it possible to spread our efforts 
and seek to apply our message also to the practical problem s 
o f  every day life . In Jenshow there is such a church , that 
is, a group o f men and w om en , ordinary citizens of the town 
know n on  the street because of their repsonsibility in the
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place as business m en and artisans w ho have declared their 
faith in Christ and their belief in the Bible as the guide o f 
every day life and practice and w ho are seeking together to  
follow  its teaching.

D uring the first few days of the New Year this group of 
workers in a cam paign, tinder the sym pathetic guidance and 
inspiration o f Rev. C. -J. P. JoliifTe, decided to take advantage 
o f the holiday season to show what the Program of the Church 
is and to declare to  the pu b lic  its message. This cam piagn 
was carried out, as a practical effort along two lines. Jn the 
first place it accepted the challenge of The New Life M ove
m e n t’ '’ o f General Chiang K ai Shek and under that caption 
sought to show the Christian conception  of the New Life and 
what the church is doing to advance this national m ovem ent. 
A nother organization in the church is called the Chi Chia 
H uei ( ^  lie ^  ) w hich  is a m ovem ent to produce a more 
orderiy  hom e and to carry the spirit o f Christianity into 
fam ily  life. This organization has been in existence for one 
year and in the midst of the New Life cam paign held its first 
anniversary. This Christian H om e M ovem ent is organized 
into several departm ents each one with a deader who is res
ponsible for the work of his group. Each of the regular 
m eetings is conducted under the auspices of one of these de
partm ents. A bout fifty  fam ilies have joined the society and 
real enthusiasm is m anifest in its m anagem ent. A lready the 
effects are to be seen in the im proved conditions and m ore 
orderly and cleanly arrangm ents in the hom e and in  m oral 
reform  such as g iving up of gam bling and wine drinking  not 
to speak of the hrpp ier associations am ong the individual 
m em bers o f the fa m ily . A t the anniversary d inner, eighteen 
tables were spread, at w hich  the m em bers sat in fam ily  
groups. The officials of the town were present and expressed 
them selves as very heartily  in favor o f the objects of the society. 
T he chairm an of the day, w ho is the president o f the society, 
was M r. H siung the Postmaster of the towrn w ho had been a 
m em ber of the church  in Tzecbow  in the tim e of M r. H aver- 
m ale. The first speaker was the m agistrate w ho addressed 
them as the 'Father”  of the com m u n ity . A nother speaker 
was I'lr. Tsen the head o f the local organization for the sup
pression o f com m unism . H e expressed exceptional pleasure 
at being present, as his father and m other had been church  
m em bers in Suifu and he h im self had been brought up in the 
church  and as a sm all ch ild  had attended M rs. T o m p k in ’ s 
kindergarten. H e said that, as he entered the church  that 
day after an absence o f eight years he had felt strangely m oved
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and wanted to publicly  declare h im self as a sym pathetic 
advocate o f the ch u rch ’ s work and m ission. A t the close of 
the speeches a very enjoyable entertainm ent o f am ateur the
atricals and m usic was provided.

The program  of the New Life M overm ent covered three 
days and was open to the public. The Church, which is well 
adapted for the purpose, was divided into six  parts each 
assigned to one departm ent. As one entered the front door, 
to the right was a room  which was decorated w ith charts and 
pictures sbow'ing the ravaging effects o f op iu m . These p ic 
tures were largely a collection from  anti-opium  societies but 
som e were of local production  and no doubt the one w hich 
arrested most attention was one drawn by a local artist. H e 
depicted in a very striking way the terrible condition  o f a 
mnn w7ho had sm oked away all his property and even his 
fam ily . T w o of the church m em bers had been assigned to 
this departm ent and lectured and preached to the groups 
w hich gathered in the room . The n ext room , devoted to the 
“ Thousand Character M ovem ent”  displayed the fact that 
the church stands for literacy and enlightenm ent and is 
not satisfied until nil, youth and adult, can read. The third 
division w7as ‘ "The Christian H om e”  fixed  up with most 
stim ulating pictures show ing in a graphic way how children 
should be reared, m others exercising m osi solicitous care for 
her children and m any h clofu l suggestions for better hom es.

The next, and the heart of it all, situated in the centre 
o f the Church just before the pulpit and platform  was the 
departm ent of religion. This from  the standpoint of decora
tion was the m ost attractive of all. Pictures d isplaying the 
parables of Jesus and stories from  the Bible were hanging 
everywhere and two Bible wom en and Pastor Chang were 
busy telling to the crow ds the message o f Christianity to the 
life and hom e. It seemed to us an easier and m ore effective 
w ay of preaching than the ordinary street chapel m ethod.

From  there we passed to the A gricultural display and 
here there were pictures o f im proved cattle and better chickens 
and exam ples o f larger eggs and a better yield of cotton with 
placards in terse sentences telling how  a farm er m ay im prove 
h is production  and thus raise his standard o f liv ing. One 
placard told  o f the ben which laid two hundred and seventeen 
eggs in one year instead o f the usual eighty H ere were 
young m en entertaining the farm ers w ith suggestions of how  
their production  could  be increased while one farm er w ho 
h im self had several im proved  cattle was en joy ing  him self and 
im parting in form ation  to his fellow  agriculturists. H e also
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gave a very com prehensive, illustrated lecture on the benefits 
o f reforestation. The secret o f success here was that farmers 
themselves were talking to farm ers and it seemed to give to 
them  a sense of having a share in the church . The last room  
in  the series and the one best supplied with visible m aterial 
was the departm ent of H ygien e. H ere D r. Fu and his 
assistant talked themselves hoarse for two hours each day 
exp la in in g  the charts and m odels and giving very sound advice 
on how  to aviod disease. Tracts illustrating its them e were 
given out by  each departm ent.

Several excellent ideas were wrapped up in this cam paign 
and found expression during the days o f its progress. It was 
a clear evidence that every branch of hum an life is the field 
of the ch u rch ’s effort. A gain , it gave the local m em bers an 
op portu n ity  o f expressing themselves in the com m u n ity  to 
w hich  they belong  and it also show ed that every m em ber 
■should be seeking a way in which he can do som ething of 
practical benefit to the people. A n d  then all classes o f peo
ple were invited  from  the county Magistrate to the hum blest 
w orkm an, all at som e tim e during the few  days’ program  
fou nd  a hearty w elcom e in the church . No one is outside of 
the ch u rch 's  interests, it is the great hom e to w hich all should 
belong . Probably three thousand people cam e to the church 
■and heard the message as presented and the people learned 
that the church  is interested in them and that its doors are 
op en  to all. It  seeks in every possible way to lead to the 
m ore abundant life.

G e o . W .  S p a r l i n g .

L E T T E R  F R O M  D R . E D D Y  TO D R . JO H N  SU NG 
O F  T H E  B E T H E L  B A N D .*

The fo llow in g  letter recently sent by  D r. E ddy  to D r. 
Joh n  Sung m ay help the Christian leaders of China to believe 
and preach “ one whole gospel” .

A m o y , D ecem ber 17, 1934.

M y dear John  Sung:
I have fo llow ed the beneficial effects of your work in 

m any places in  China but in  no place have I  found such

♦Dr. Song recen tly  le ft  the B ethel .Mission to becom e pastor of an 
independent Church.
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m arked blessing as in A m oy . M any have confessed their 
sins, m any have been converted, hundreds have been quickened 
to  join  in witnessing bands which are active today. In  all 
these things I  rejoice and praise G od.

There are som e things where perhaps you  have been 
m isreportcd . Perhaps m y work arid message have also been 
m isrepresented to you by  earnest and well m eaning people. 
I  am a hum ble evangelist who believes and is trying to preach 
the whole gospel. For there is no other gospel and 1 am sure 
that you and f both believe in it. 1 believe in the life o f 
Christ as the divine Son of G od ; I believe in H is sacrificial 
death  and vicarious atonem ent; I believe in the risen Christ 
w ho saves m en ; I  believe in the H oly  Spirit and in H is work 
in the conviction  o f sin and con version ; I  believe that m en 
are saved by the grace o f God through Christ, who died for 
them , as they tarn to H im  in repentance and faith and that 
they are not saved by any m erit o f their ow n, or by the good 
w orks o f any so-called "S o c ia l G ospel” . Such a ‘ 'Social 
G osp e l”  as a  way of salvation or substitute for individual 
regeneration, 1 never believed or preached.

I  believe that having accepted Christ as Saviour m en 
should follow  H im  as Lord and Master, loving G od with all 
their hearts and their neighbor as them selves; m inistering to 
the needy like the good Sam aritan, as Christ taught; w itnes
sing and w orking for Christ, exposing evil as H e drove the 
m oney changers from  (he tem ple, attacking social abuses as 
you and I both did the gross prostitution in A m oy , challeng
ing the evils of selfish capitalism  for its exploiting  the labor 
of children , men and wom en for profit in industry, and the 
evil o f corruption  in political life where the poor are robbed 
and the country weakened by squeeze”  and theft. I  believe 
not on ly  in attacking evil but in the constructive application 
of the principles of Christ in all hum an relationships— personal, 
fam ily , econom ic, and international.

1 th ink you w ill agree also that there is a real danger in 
the Christian forces of China being weakened by division , by 
suspicion, by  loveless m isrepresentation, jealousy, quarrels 
and judging one another. W here I  have four nights to 
present the first princip les to non-C hristians I  speak on Sin, 
on God, on Christ and then for those who accept H im , how 
to begin by confession, witnessing. Bible study, prayer and 
service. 1 believe m any other th ings and I  have m any other 
things to say to them  w hich  non-Christian beginners cannot 
bear all at once. I  therefore confine m yself to these few 
essentials—Jesus Christ, H is life and teaching, H is sacrificial



20 T H E  W E ST CHINA M ISSIONARY NEW S

death and resurrection pow er to  savej Christ as the way, the 
truth and the life for us and for  China.

H op in g  that I  m ay soon have the privilege of kn ow in g  
you  personally, I  am ,

V ery sincerely yours,

(S ign ed ) Sherwood E dd y.

|vex R e o  it i

W h e n  t h e  F is h in g  w a s  S l a c k .

R eading: John I :  35-51 . J. T ay lor.
Som ewhere on the coast o f the Sea of G alilee, perhaps on 

the west between Tiberias and Capernaum , lay the little 
fishing town of Bethsaida. In  this place lived two fam ilies ; 
one by the nam e o f Jona, the other, Zebedee. These tw o 
fam ilies each had two sons. Jon a 's  boys were named A ndrew  
and Peter; Zebedee called his sons Jam es and Joh n . T h e 
heads of these tw o houses were partners in the fishing business; 
it is therefore quite natural to suppose that these four boys 
were chum s. W hen there was work to be done they did it in 
com m on . W hen  the fishing was slack and the nets had been 
repaired and the boat w ashed, this quartett had leisure tim e 
w hich  after was spent together. One spring day, they decided 
to go dow n country  to hear a young prophet who was preach
ing som ewhere near the Jordan. So they got together som e 
food  and went off over hill and dale. It was likely that they 
would be separated som e tim es and it is interesting to find 
that Andrew  and John kept together.

These lads listened to the young preacher and found that 
he was talking about the M essiah— the com ing one. One day  
as they listened, the prophet poin ted  to a young m an and 
sa id : B ehold the L am b o f G od that taketh away the sins o f
the w orld . W h en  the crow d dispersed, A ndrew  and John
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follow ed this stranger who asked them w hat they wanted. 
T hey asked him  where he lived ; and he replied, com e and 
see. This was the first time that Jesus spake to any o f his 
d isciples. The two young fishermen went to the house where 
Jesns was staying and stayed the n ight. Early next m orning 
Andrew  hastened off to find his brother and told Peter that 
he had found the Messiah. T hat was enough for Peter; he 
at once went to see this w onderful being. Later a fellow - 
towns m an, Philip , met Jesus and accepted his invitation  to 
follow  him . Then Philip  went off to seek Nathanael and 
brought him to Jesns. This last named was a scholar and a 
seeker after G od. They all becam e disciples and later were 
known as apostles o f Christ.

It w ould be interesting to study the personality o f each 
o f these men and try to find out the characteristics w'hich 
m ade them so helpful to Jesus at the beginning of his m inistry. 
But there is som ething else in this narrative that has thrust 
itself on this reader. It is th is: those four fisher lads had a 
period of leisure in which they m ight do as they pleased. It 
is not probable that they saw or felt the significance of their 
decision to go south and listen to the new prophet. T hey 
sim ply  wanted to fill in em pty tim e. The fishing was slack 
— so they went off to the preaching. A nd the result was that 
their whole future was changed. H ad they gone hunting 
they m ight have brought back a full bag. T hey m ight have 
crossed the lake; or they m ight have sailed down to Tiberias 
and m ixed  with the crow ds in that central city . Or they 
m ight have gone up to Capernaum w hich  at that tim e was a 
flourish ing port, and they w ould likely  have been regaled 
with the latest rum ors and news from  the east. Indeed, they 
m ight have done one hundred and one things that would have 
left them the same m en as they were when they started on 
their jaunt. But they went to see and hear Joh n . This 
changed them and altered their careers. T h ey  lived to becom e 
leaders of the K in gdom  of G od M ovem ent in their own land. 
Som e of them  went to other countries to preach the gospel. 
It is said that Andrew' went to In d ia ; Peter went to Ita ly ; 
John  went to Asia M in or ; P h ilip  in troduced some Greeks to 
Jesus. Peter and John wrote letters and a gospel which 
have becom e part o f the literature o f the New' Testam ent. 
A ll this follow ed  on  their journey to  the Jordan when the 
fishing was slack.

W h at do we do when we don t have to do anyth ing. In 
other w ords what do we do with our leisure? W here do we 
go when the fishing is slack? The tim e has com e when most.
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o f us are going to have a great deal m ore leisure than we have 
been accustom ed to. The five day week with the six  hour 
day is prophesied for the near future. M eans of travel are 
becom ing speedy that we have m ore tim e to spend either 
before the journey begins or after it ends. H ow  are we going 
to  use this added tim e? M ost o f u> have been trained for 
w ork — not for leisure. W hen we find ourselves with tim e on 
our hands, we are put to it to use it profitably . 'When the 
fishing is slack, we are at a loss to fill in our tim e. W e have 
few resources w’ ithin  ourselves and in the ord inary  western 
c ity  there are all too few opportunities for the use of leisure. 
The ball park? W ell, one cant be there every day. The 
m ovies. M ost o f them are a waste o f tim e. Radio. Little 
else besides advertisem ents and tw addle. True, there is the 
pu b lic  library and it is very probable that it will be m ore and 
m ore frequented. A n d , it m ay be that folk will turn once 
m ore to the church . I f  they do , the church had better get 
prepared for them . For w hether we w ill or no, the times 
w hen the fishing is slack are due to increase.

T H E  T E M P L E

F rom  afar you can see,
M idst the em erald greenery 
O f w hispering trees in the breeze,
A  Chinese tem ple.

T iled roofs w ith  upturned corners, 
Storied archw ays for the m ourners 
O f the dead, in their bed 
Of fragrant w ood .

O chre roofs, and fearsom e creatures 
Of red lacquer, w ith ugly features, 
On the peak, so to speak,
W rith e  along.
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In  the courtyards down below 
Can be heard the lin -lan-low  
O f the bells, casting spells 
O ’ er the people.

Long dark alleys w ind and wend 
T o gorgeous gardens, where to spend 
H ap py  hours w atching flowers 
Is divine.

G olden  fish in  crystal pools 
D art about and sw im  in schools.
D ark green rushes look in g  luscious 
Greet, the eye.

G rey-gow ned m onks sweep slowly by, 
W ith  folded fan and dow ncast eye.
Men whose life away from  strife 
Is spent.

Urns of bronze by flagstone walks 
Burn rarest incense from  a b ox  
'W ith jewels in laid , w hich  had been-m ade 
Years ago.

Great dark room s like g loom y caverns 
W here the peasants from  the taverns 
C om e to pray, and there convey 
T heir prayers.

F row ning idols with painted faces 
G lare dow n , as they m ake their graces 
L ighting tapers with their papers 
O f golden hue.

K neeling  figures in the half-g loom  
O f the gods ’ own gilded throne-room  
B ow  each head in reverent dread 
T o  the floor.

The courts are haunted w ith the sages 
T aught by  the w isdom  of bygone ages. 
A n d  over all hangs a pall 
O f heavy silence.

D a v i d  A l b e r t s o n .
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P A R E N T -T E A C H E R  A S SO C IA T IO N .

(O etober, 1984 .)

Topic: H ow to deal with problems related to bringing up
children in China.

Leader: D r. L iljestrand.
A m on g  the sub-topics touched upon ivere health pro

blem s, best age to send the children h om e, use o f spare tim e, 
training in use of m on ey , effect of servants.

Notes: —

1. A  thorough physical exam ination  o f servants is a 
wise precaution .

2. The general problem  o f turning little children over 
to the care o f da niangs was discussed. There was no great 
unanim ity  of opin ion  on the question. D r. Liljestrand felt 
that it is exceedingly  unwise to give the feeding of very youn g 
children over to da n iangs— they feed too fast a n d ‘ unw isely, 
not insisting on the child getting what he needs, etc. D r. 
Crawford was concerned because youn g toddlers are turned 
over to the da n iangs’ care and taken out over the University 
cam pus. H e suggested that the children should be kept w ith 
in the bounds of private com pounds because the da niangs do  
not properly  supervise and safeguard them . Others felt that, 
although from  certain points of view it m ight not be entirely 
desirable to turn the children over so com pletely  to the da 
niangs, the pressure of other duties and interests on the 
parents m ade it necessary, and that on the whole it was 
justifiable. A ll were pretty well agreed on tbegeneral prin cip le  
that as soon as possible children should be trained to becom e 
independent of da niangs. By five or  s ix  years a ch ild  should 
be entirely free of da niang.

3. The poin t was m ade o f the difficult}-, with servants 
in the house, o f older children learning to do useful things 
about the hom e. Som e felt that children should be m ade 
responsible for certain definite duties as getting out the coal, 
bedm aking. m ending, tidying  ow n room s, preparing Sunday 
afternoon tea, etc. Others felt that such a dem and was 
artificial, since the tasks could  be done m ore easily , and as 
well or better, by  servants, and was, therefore, undesirable. 
Som eone stated that she had fou nd  in  her owrn case, that the
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children when they once got hom e and into a servantless 
house, where there wTas a real need for their help, responded 
satisfactorily and took their share of the labor and responsi
b ility  w ithout question.

4. D r. Phelps made the poin t that we should endeavor 
to create in the children an appreciation  and love of China 
and things Chinese. H e suggested picnics at tem ples, having 
the children meet Chinese students who com e to our hom es, 
g iving children , for their own room s, pieces o f Chinese pottery, 
carving, elc.

T H E  CH U RCH  A N D  T H E  M ISSIO N  C H A N G E  S E A T S

S y n o d , a n d  t h e  C o n f l u e n c e  M e e t in g s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  

M i s s io n a r y  S o c ie t y . M ie n c h u , J a n u a r y  1935.

T he annual Conference of m issionaries of the Church 
M issionary Society was this year preceded by the m eeting of 
the Church o f the district in Szechwan in w hich the Society 
is w orking. That meeting is know n as the Western Sub-Synod 
of the D io c e s e  o f W est China in contrad istin ction  to the 
Eastern Sub-Synod which is a sim ilar bod y  representing that 
branch of the Church in the area where A nglican  m em bers 
o f the China Inland M ission are w orking.

Synod is com posed of all clergy, Chinese and foreign , 
and also properly  elected lay representative? of either n ationa l
ity  from  the churches. Quite a num ber of visitors were also 
present and were invited to take part in the discussions, 
though not p erm itted  to vote.

In form er years m ost of the policy  was initiated and the 
B udget drawn np by the Conference o f M issionaries, and a 
considerable am ount o f business was then handed over to the 
Synod in the form  of 'R ecom m en d ation s”  w hich were alm ost 
certain to be accepted. This year the po licy  was reversed. 
E lected com m ittees o f S yn od— financial, educational, evangel
istic, and m edica l, brought in a Budget and m ost of the 
recom m endations (.others being proposed from  the floor d u r
in g  sess ion s).



The am ount o f m oney available for the whole M ission, 
now  placed at tbe disposal o f the Church was seen to be so 
sm all that it soon becam e obvious to the whole Synod that 
the margin w ithin  w hich  alterations could  be m ade was 
ex ceed in g ly  narrow , and that one branch o f the work could 
gain an increase if another part bore a corresponding loss. 
T h ere were no unexpected source? from  which additional 
am ounts could  be fou nd , and the am ount left for ‘ ‘ unforeeen 
exp en d itu re ”  was exception ally  sm all.

It was found possible to give a slight increase to the 
clergy whose salary has been on a relatively  low scale, but at 
same tim e it w:as ruled that none o f them  is allowed to engage 
in  any business or trade in order to m igm ent his stipend, and 
it was m ade plain that this rule w ill be strictly  adhered to. 
The resolution was on the w hole well accepted, and after 
discussion was passed unanim ously. Lay representatives 
were delighted to th ink that the w hole-tim e interest o f the 
clergy was to be given to their m inistry

M ost of the clergy were also asked to change their sphere 
o f w ork by rem oval to another tow n, in the interests o f the 
w ork as a w hole . Som e im m ediately expressed their w ill
ingness to m ove anywhere for the sake of the K in g d om —  
though a few were in clin ed  to favour delay in tbe carrying 
ou t of such a p lan . It was finally decided that the plan be 
put in to  operation  im m ediately . Perhaps these decisions 
were the cru x  o f the Synod m eetings. T hey gave a new and 
challeging defin ition  o f the work of the m inister as one who 
is w illing to be m oved  anyw here by the Church in the 
interests o f the work as a w hole regardless of in convenience, 
an d  in spite of financial difficu lties. N or were the laity 
unm in d fu l o f the challenge it brought to them  to back up 
their self-sacrificing clergy  and also to regard their own 
duties as representatives of the Church as a great responsibi
lity . _ _ _  ̂ _

An im pressive conclusion  to the Synod m eetings was the 
Farew ell M eeting for Miss W ells, one o f the pioneers of the 
W est China M ission. As she has com pleted 42 years o f  
service there were not a few o f the Chinese w ho spoke o f her 
m erits w ho had not been born w hen she cam e to China. A n 
other m ovin g  cerem ony wras the ordination  to the diaconate 
o f  M r. Lin Tzen Chih. H e is go in g  to assist in M ienchu and 
also cooperate w ith M r. M axw ell in the F arm ers’ B ible 
Schools. Mr. Lin is also A ssociate-Treasurer with M iss 
Stew art.

:2fi T H E  W EST CH IN A M ISSION ARY NEWS_______
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The Conference of M issionaries follow ed the Synod M eet
ings and it look the form , first o f spiritual fellow ship , then 
o f  discussion o f the m ore intim ate affairs o f missionaries such 
as dates o f  sailings, and then , at the request o f the Society, 
a consideration of its own policy  with regard to the effects of 
financial retrenchm ent on the one hand and "L o o k in g  F or
w ard”  on the oilier hand. Such matters could  n ot.be  dealt 
w ith exhaustively in large meetings and are still engaging 
the attention o f  som e elected for that purpose. W e learned 
with great satisfaction that there is the possibility  of a visit 
o f  the General Secretary and also the Secretary for the Far 
East of the Church M issionary in the A utum n.

W ork  in which we are cooperating with other M issions 
form ed a top ic o f increased interest and strong recom m end
ations were m ade by  w hich it is hoped we shall l>e able to 
participate to • a greater exten t in such enterprises. But 
above all we w elcom ed the resolutions o f the General Synod 
o f  the Sheng K un g  Huei o f last year “ to prom ote local study 
and prayer groups with regard to Christian U n ity”  . . . (and 
other resolutions towards the same en d). It is hoped that other 
Churches and M issions will express their willingness to pray 
with us and confer with us in a sincere endeavour to rem ove 
the blot o f disunion from  our Christian M issionary enterprise 
if  not from  the hom e field as well.

F .A .S .

ST U D E N T  SP R IN G  R U R A L  CO N FE R E N C E

A . J. B r a c k

T h e Second Student Spring Rurai Conference has passed 
in to h istory. It was held at the same place as last year, 011 
the Shie F arm , at T u  Chia Y en , ten li outside the little East 
G ate. T he Conference was slightly larger than last year, 
w ith forty  student m em bers and ten leaders, o f w hom  four
teen were girls, under the capable leadership of Miss T hexton  
an d  Miss H ansing. The Conference opened on February 
7th and closed on  the 13th.
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CiY on  do things so m uch bettor than we Chinese”  was 
the com m ent of one group to a team of our student workers 
when visiting am ong the farm ers, and not a foreign leader 
any where near. Our students had som e considerable d iffi
cu lty  persuading these good farm ers of Cantonese stock that 
they themselves were Chinese and that they were “ all one 
fa m ily ’ ’ . A fter the first day of visiting am ong the fanners 
carrying literature and New Y ear good wishes the students 
gathered at the Shie Farm at. n ight, nnd quite in eestucies 
reported the experiences o f the day. The Conference m em 
bers were now, on ly  about six of last y ear ’s conference being 
present this year, but the joyous note in reporting was sim ilar 
to last year ’ s opening m eeting, and rem inded one of the joy fu l 
reports of the disciples as they told Jesus o f their k indly  
reception  by the country folk . The students went out in 
three large groups then sub-d ivided and went tw o by two in 
order to cover a larger num ber of farm s, and in this way the 
first day m ade 75 visits.

The weather was cold  and dantp, so dissim ilar to last 
year when the sun shone brightly every day. H ow ever 
1 h o -p en s”  and charcoal were qu ick ly  brought, from the city 
and the evening meetings and conferences were better enjoyed 
around the cheerful fire. The cold and wet weather did not 
interfere one particle in the work nor did it, dam pen the 
spirits o f the students w ho stuck to their program  and carried 
it through to the letter, even m arching off eight li to Chin 
L on g Chong, Sunday m orn ing , when the day began cold  and 
threatening. T h ey  carried the G ospel in story and literature, 
gave out health and fa n n er ’ s tracts, and dispensed m edicine 
to the sick nnd poor, and then got back to cam p for late 
d inner, and m ore big meetings for the great crow ds gathered 
at the Shie Farm .

One o f the really fine things was the unanim ous election 
by the students of Miss R uby Chen, M edical student, as 
Chairm an of the Conference. It was a fine and wise choice, 
for Miss Chen presided with d ign ity , ease and real efficiency. 
Co-ed Conferences have com e to stay having proved their 
w orth . There was no foolishness or unwise condu ct. A ll 
obeyed the sim ple rules and played the game perfectly. W e 
were like one large w ell-regulated fam ily  out to serve others 
in the spirit and nam e o f Jesus.

A m ong  the “ high spots”  o f this year ’ s Conference the 
fo llow in g  m ight be noted : -T he developm ent o f new student 
eaders w ho showed real acumen and a fine spirit o f  coopera

tion ; m ore experience in  m eeting farmers tactfully  and h e lp 
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fu lly ; m anual labor perform ed by  the students, both girls 
and boys, for half a day road-m aking and repairing culverts—  
m y how they did work carrying d irt and stones! There was 
m ore religion in the Conference this year, it came out in all 
the discussions and the visiting of farm ers, in the past they 
have been too easily led to speak on ly  o f hygiene and kindred 
subjects, shieing off a bit from  real discussion of religious 
top ics, this year they m ajored on religion, and thoughtfu lly  
explored the way of Jesus; the “ 'G roups”  were a real leaven 
in helping students face their own problem s and the need of 
m oral housecleaning; Mass E ducation , ably explained by Ren 
Tze L i and Li 31 in L iang captured the students and farm ers, 
and lessons were given by D r. Phelps and his stereoptican 
lantern on the sim plest characters, separate and in com bina
tion . Stoiw -telling was a new venture. Gnai Shi Y u  dressed 
up as an old literary “ Sion Sen” , and sat on the high seat 
with burning candles on the tables, and the ubiquitous pot 
of tea and discoursed by the hour from  an old Chinese book 
in his hands, blit telling the story of the Ten Com m andm ents 
and the Prodigal Son. H e had rapt attention and aroused 
real interest am ong the farmers. Excellent consecration 
service s were arranged by W allace W ang and Stephen Tang 
with the Cross in the central place, and each student carrying 
and lighting each others candles, passing the influence along, 
the testim ony m eetings showed the depth o f D r. Sherwood 
E d d y ’ s w ork. M any testified at the final caine-fiie  m eeting 
o f his influence in their lives.

A m cn g  the weaknesses m ight be m entioned, rather an 
overdose of pessim ism am ong the students m aking for m orbid  
introspection and heading for fatalism unless corrected ; also 
the lack o f Bible study was noted to be corrected in later 
m eetings. The ever present difficulty o f two or three m on 
opolizing  the discussion seems a ‘ hardy annual”  but capable 
of solution by quiet interviews.

Our leaders were excellent: lectures by  D r. K ilborn  
and D r. D sang; D r. L iljestrand. D r. Du and D r. D avid Dai 
did  wonders with the crow ds in dental work, vaccination and 
general m edical treatm ent; the m edical students and nurses 
were m ost valuable, and always ready, day or n ight. D r. 
Phelps was fine in advising students, leading question hours, 
run ning  his lantern, and being a general friend to all. A nnie 
T h exton  took  the responsibility for m orn ing  prayers, while 
O vidia H ansing d id  the same for evening prayers, and both 
wisely used students and helped develop leadership. Tuesday
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was V is itor ’ s day and 114 sat down for dinner. Tw o tables 
o f leading farm ers jo ined  w ith  foreign friends and students 
from  the city  w atch ing the Conference in action.

T h e Literature Depart, o f the Canadian Press kindly 
presented 10.000 tracts that were w idely used, and the 
Scottish Bible Society gave Scripture portions, and over 1000 
were distributed. The whole w eek ’ s work was done for about 
$140 ., the students paying a dollar each for their food and 
m anaged the kitchen themselves. N ow  ‘ 'Ten  Students”  
have volunteered to return each Sunday and carry on work 
in  this populous neighborhood. The writer stayed over a day 
and m et over 100 farm ers at dinner invited  by the M ilitia  
Leader, all w arm ly endorsed the idea and extended a wide 
invitation  to continue this m ost helpfu l work for the country 
fo lk . This is the way churches begin ; the great num ber o f 
ch ildren  here constitute a challenge to begin Sunday School 
w ork.

T H E  COM ING O F D E A N  W E I G LE 

A N D  D R . C. S. M IA O

In June 1933, we first heard of the proposed visit o f Dr. 
W eigle, Dean o f the D ivin ity  School o f Y ale, to W est China. 
D r. W eigle is com in g  to China in the interests of T heological 
Education  and expects to spend about six  m onths in this 
land . W hen it was announced in our General F aculty that 
D r. WTeigle wTou ld  be in China in the Spring of 1935 it was 
decided to extend a hearty welcom e to him  with an invitation  
to  h im  to visit Chengtu, and to com e at a tim e when it w ould 
be possible for h im  to take part in our graduation exercises 
at the W est China U nion U niversity. Since that tim e letters 
have been sent to D r. W eigle and to the Com m ittee on Religious 
Education  o f the N ational Christian Council w ho are respon
sible for arranging D r. W eig le ’ s program  while in China. 
W hen  D r. Jolliffe  was present at the Annual m eeting of this 
com m ittee som e discussion was held concern ing  the program .
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W e have now  received word that on the program  for D r. 
W eig le ’ s tour o f  China his visit to Chengtu has been fixed 
in  accordance with our request and it is expected that he w ill 
be with us from  June 17th to June 28th of this Spring. A t 
a m eeting o f a com m ittee representing the M issions and the 
University held in January it was decided to express our 
pleasure that it is proposed that D r. W eigle should com e at 
that tim e and also to invite D r. C. S. M iao Secretary of the 
Com m ittee on Religious Education o f the National Christian 
C ouncil to com e with him  and assist in work proposed.

It is now proposed and definite plans are being made 
for the convening of a Conierence during the last two week 
o f June, of leaders and workers and the M issions and Churches 
o f  Szechwan. It is thought that the program  of investigation 
and discussion at the Conference m ight cover the three main 
top ics o f Religious E ducation , The Training of Lay Leadership 
for the Church and the' Training of Men for the M inistry. 
W o would be glad if m em bers of the M issions and Churches 
w ould have this conference before them  in their prayers and 
also soon begin to select those w hom  they wish to attend 
sucli a conference. Further announcem ent will be given 
w hen the program  has been m ore definitely fixed. It is 
thought that our program  m ight follow  that of sim ilar confer
ence in other parts o f China and wo have asked the com m ittee 
in Shanghai for suggestions. The M issions and Churches in 
Szechwan are undertaking to raise half the am ount needed 
for the travelling expenses of the two men from  Hankow7 to 
Chengtu. A com m ittee on Preparation and Survey has been 
appointed consisting of R . 0 .  Jolliffe, L . T om kinson , E . 
W illm ott and G. Wr. Sparling.

It is hoped that this conference will mean m uch to our 
w ork in the province and m uch w ill depend upon the prepar
ation m ade. A n y  suggestions concern ing the program  o f the 
conference or o f how it should be conducted will be w elcom ed. 
W e are on the threshhold of a Forward M ovem ent in  our 
work in  Szechwan and we believe that these m en will be of 
great assistance and inspiration to us all.

G e o . W . S p a r l i n g .
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, T A T S IE N L U

1934. '

The official nam e for this fam ous Tea m art is K ’ ang 
T u n g  ( ) or “ K ain  C alm ed ’ ’ . K am  is the Tibetan
nam e for an area of 150,000 square m iles and a Bod pa popu la
tion of not less than 1 ,000 ,000 . Perhaps to the Tibetans, 
Lhassa is on ly  m ore im portant.

The work o f the m issionaries has gone on as usual. The 
Cunningham s, M rs. Edgar and the Catholics and the A dven 
tists attending to the city  program s; and the writer doing 
his bit with the cow boys on the R oof. H e had the pleasure 
o f in troducing  Drs. Sparling and JolliSe, Agnew and Li C h ’ u 
B ill to zones between 12 and 16000 feet. M oreover he led them 
through the fam ous ranch o f the form er K in g  of Chag La, 
M r. Brace elected to soak in the fam ous waters of the 
Y u  N ing sanitorum . In  O ctober Mrs. Ogden passed through 
on  her way to Batang; and during the same m onth  A . P ock - 
lington  from  the v icin ity  of the Snow y River cam e to Luting 
H sien  to open a station for the China In land  M ission. IJe 
experim ented w ith  fevers and boisterous children  in that 
tow n and visited a fam ous cirque called Xgan Cbow ( ).
E xped ition s were num erous, and the activities of their m em 
bers very varied. The Youngs shot, bears, leopards lam m erge- 
yers and w olves; andD r. H . Sm ith collected with m uch success 
in  m any a Tibetan terra incognita. M. M . M andville and liou b - 
in appealed to the pu blic in m any ways. They, on one occas
ion , actually reached L itang, but finding no gold on the lam 
asery roof, like the good “ old  Duke o f Y o r k ”  cam e back again. 
In  a polite and restrained diction  they had som e hard things 
to say about the “ L lappy V a lley ” . W hat they said about the 
Saucy T on g  River has not been recorded ; but their attem pts 
to add to the efficiency of the “ Tibetan N avy”  fa iled : at least 
on ly  one hundred Ji o f a possible 1300 were m anipulated 
after a week o f hard and dangerous effort. The D olan exped i
tion  also passed through and when they were about to leave, 
for  a few hours, a certain com pou nd was a good im itation o f 
an abandoned w haling station. The party consisted of M r. 
Brooke D olan , D r. Schaffer, the m ighty hunter before the 
L ord , and our old friend M arcion D uncan , w ho has m uch to 
tell the w orld about K am p ti L ong and other places. W e 
en joyed  their visit very m uch and are follow in g  their m ove
m ents w ith interest.

J. H . E .
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L U C H O W

February 2, 1935

T he last few weeks seem to have changed the whole at
m osphere politically . First a scram ble on the part of people 
w ho had any m on ey , to ^et it to Shanghai at any cost, even 
as high as $80 .00  per 100.00. Then people m oving  here there 
and everywhere. A uthorities tried to stop both  the m oney 
and the people.

Then a levy on  behalf o f the m ilitary .
Availably troops told off to the various reontes lading 

to K w eich ow , o f which there seem to be m any, in this area. 
Both  Yuin L ing and Chib Sui, where originally there were 
K w eich ow  soldiers, who had left for inland and no Sze
chwan soldiers replaced them , thus it becam e very wise for 
m issionaries to evacuate to Luchow , since robbers aplenty, 
existed near these places.

Then cam e startling rum ours and although they were 
m ost unlikely, still people were ready to believe anything 
and the authorities, seem to have m ade the rather serious 
error of th inking that people w eren ’ t sufficiently afraid of the 
Ri:ns. so they added som e street decorations to illustrate what 
the R dus did to people. That set more than their teeth on 
edge.

Follow ing all these things, trenches were dug every where 
nearby and all the way up the bank of the big river for a long 
distance above the city , as well as elesewhere.

The old  aeroplane landing on the sand bar, was again 
gotten into shape and sm all aerodrom es built. Troops came 
fast and thick , overcrow ding the city  and waiting for orders 
and for m oney. Then a n igh t’ s work on the pontoon  bridge 
across the small river and the report that another one was to 
fo llow  on the big river.

W ithout h aving  better explanation , the pu b lic  took that 
to mean that such bridges m eant that the Sze. troops intended 
to retreat hastily, hence that straw, again, seemed to be the 
one that broke the cam el’s back.

It was always easy to know that ' the R e d s  w ould be in 
the city T o .m o r u o w ”  .

The Chih Sui arsenal was m oved to H ochiang and the 
p ost master there fled to Luchow . The m an in charge of the 
arsenal was a Luchow  m an and his fam ily  came over here 
and that gave som e m ore ground for fear.
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A small gunboat, has been h id in g  am ongst the native 
boats for som e weeks, ready to turn in , if  its protection  was 
necessary. It is very sm all but I presum e it can grow and 
perhaps it can do m ore than you  could  suppose.

Y ou  need on ly  travel along the roads, to have anyone 
and everybody, ask you ‘ what is the N e w s  T o d a y ” . In 
one large tow n, they told m e that local authorities, defin itely  
m oved  the rice supplies up into the nearby forts and that they 
had planned that if the R e d s  should com e, they would burn 
the houses, and if need-be destroy all rice too, but som eone 
did  raise the question, o f what would happen to survivors, i f  
all rice was destroyed?. A n y  places that I know  of, there 
seem to be few , if any, w ho are ready to join  the Reds or 
w elcom e them , despite the fact that they do feel the burdens 
sorely, under present control.

The local T u an s”  do seem to be thoroughly on the 
w atch , both day and night.

The last few days the people feel much easier, since the 
robber band near Chih Sui has been driven off, and Reds a 
bit farther off have been obliged to retreat to  sem e distance. 
Steamers and m otor boats, seem to be ru n n in g  regularly. 
Som e o f them carrying troops up the river to various centers.

A . C. U .

C. I .M  , IC H A N G

February 4, 1985.

The E d itor— W est China M issionary News.
Dear E d itor :

I ’ m taking the liberty o f using you r m agazine to  sen d  a 
p .p .c .  to our friends in W est China.

It is 35 years since we first took  up residence in Ichang ’ 
(w e  w ent to K iatin g  in 1894) to assist missionaries on th e ir  
way to and from  W est China.

It was som e business in  the good old  d a j's o f  houseboats. 
H ow  w ell we rem em ber the C. M . M . “ A d m ira l”  (D r. J. R. 
C ox ) com ing dow n to take up one, o f the early large parties 
o f fresh Canadian youth , fu ll o f life and spirit. H ow  D r. Cox
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fagged engaging boats, filling up the never-ending custom s 
declaration form s, storing the boats with provisions for the 4 
or 5 weeks journey. H ow  the com ing of steamers has revolu
tionised our work here! One liever-to be-forgotten event 
stands out in our m inds, ft. was the com ing of the first large 
C. M . M . party. W e received a wire from  Shanghai,—  ‘ Can. 
you  accom m odate N in e  Canadian M issionaries’ ’ . W e were- 
new to this place and had until then never put up so many,- 
but we wired b a ck ,—  ‘ Come along” . A nd they cam e along, 
and Ai Y ah , to our am azem ent we did not have to ask where 
are the N i k e , they all cam e right enough, but each one 
brought one piecee W i f e ! H owever, we all managed to crow d 
in and a happy crowd they were. Som e have kept m em ory  
green by sending us each Christmas a card or message, m any 
of which I blush to say 1 never acknow ledged, though greatly 
appreciated.

H aving had a rather serious illness last Oct. from  which 
I  have not regained norm al strength, our D irector, at the 
D octor 's  wish, has decided we must leave Ichang. It is 
therefore with a lum p in our throats and hearts dow n in our 
boots we write to say to all our dear West China friends, 
F a k e w e l l .

D o n ’ t forget what 1 wrote in the .News som e years ago; —  
N otw ithstanding urgent request, “ P l e a s e  A d d r e s s  a l l  
B is in e s s  L e t t e r -  to  t h e  P>rsixj-:ss M a n a g e r ” . O n e  man in 
Sze. sent an envelope addressed to H .J .S .,  which contained 
Bill o f Lading for a “ B a b y  B u g g y ” . Consequently it was 
forwarded to me in E ngland & P a p a  had to carry the baby 
for som e tim e as penalty! 'A  word to the wise is en ou g h .”

W e expect to leave Ichang about the m iddle of M arch. 
It will always be a great joy  to receive a letter from any or 
a l l  of you . Our M ission H eadquarters in L ondon, E ngland, 
w ill alwrays find us. C h in a  I n l a n d  M is s io n , N e w in g t o n  
G r e e n , L o n d o n , N . 1 6 . ,  E n g l a n d .

M ay G o d ’ s blessing rest upon you , and your labours for 
H im  be abundantly fruitful. This w ill doubtless by the last 
tim e I shall be able to sign m yself in the W . C. News as.

Squire o f Ichang
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H O M E  M IS S IO N A R Y  PA SSE S ON

A . J. B k a c e .

Pastor M ao Su Sen, the veteran H om e M issionary, o f the 
Canadian H om e M issionary Society at L ifan , died o f pneum 
onia, Sunday January 20th, at Lifan at the age of 68.

A ll who visited the ‘ ‘ Inside C ou n try”  « i l l  rem em ber the 
k in d ly  personality of Pastor M ao and Iris w hole-souled 
w elcom e to all visitors. As treasurer for som e years of the 
M ission , it has been the privilege of the writer to com e very 
close to Pastor M ao, and one desires to state here that always 
it was w ith the feeling of real brotherhood in the finest 
Christian sense that we en joyed our visits and trips together. 
Pastor M ao was extrem ely  sim ple in his life , quite unselfish 
in all his dealings, ever ready to efface h im self and exalt his 
Master w hom  he loved and served to the utterm ost.

In the Sixth  Y ear of the R epublic Pastor M ao opened 
the work in L ifan . The first Christian there was Ren K w ang 
T in g  w ho becam e a Christian through reading J o h n ’ s Gospel 
left by early m issionaries p ioneering there, and all through 
the valleys of the M ing and its tributaries. Tw o years, after, 
the writer m ade his first trip  in accom panied by M r. '1'. 15, 
P lew m an, and we baptized the first five converts prepared by 
Pastor M ao, w ho was not then ordained. One of these m en 
Ren Sueh San, son of the pioneer Christian Ren K w ang T ing. 
M r. Ren becam e helper and preacher at Tsa K ao Lao and 
has rem ained there ever since doing  excellent work in church 
and school. T he n ext year we went in again, this tim e in 
com pany with the veteran m issionary J. H . E dgar, and this 
tim e we baptized m ore m em bers, and m arried Pastor M ao to 
his second wife, a Christian tribes-w om an. On these and 
subsequent trips we saw' the h o ld  that Pastor M ao had on the 
C om m unity . H e  was an old m ilitary man and was past- 
m aster in the art of Chinese box in g , or D a C lm an .”  This 
he used effectively in the interests o f the K in gdom  b y  open 
ing  classes for girls and boys, and the sons of the Chinese 
officials cam e and learned under Pastor M ao, and also learned 
the G ospel story. In  all these ways Pastor M ao was a wise 
w inner o f men and never lost an opportunity  for a k indly  
w insom e word for his Master.
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W in n in g  his way am ong Chinese and non-Chinese in the 
Chai-tzes”  and valley and m ountain fortresses, establishing 

free m edical clin ics for the Tibetan Lam as, his influence 
becam e far reaching. W e saw the difference on  later trips. 
Once we were denied adm ittance to the Tsa K ao Lao 
Lam asery, but by his k indly  m inistrations finally the barriers 
were broken dow n, and truculence gave way to friendship 
and cooperation . Pastor Mao was a true servant of G od. 
H e has gone but his influence will live, and Christian work 
w ill be easier because Pastor M ao lived and labored there 
eighteen years. “ Servant o f G od , W ell D o n e .’ :

W E S T  C H IN A  M IS S IO N A R Y  N E W S 
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B u sin e ss  M a n a g e r
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B E T H E L  B A N D  N O TICE

On February 1st, from  Bethel M ission, Shanghai, the 
fo llow in g  radio message was received— “’ M ixed  Band Sailing 
Saturday. M ing K u e i .”  This message tells us that Rev. 
A ndrew  G ih and M rs. G ih , Frank L ing, and Miss Betty H u 
had left Shanghai on the M in Sen steamer M ing K u e i”  and 
were on their way to carry out the evangelistic cam paigns 
arranged for them  in this province.

O wing to conditions brought about, through the C om - 
m unistM enace to the province with the resultant com m andeer
ing of ships, troop m ovem ents, etc ., e tc ., it will be im possible 
for the m em bers of the Bethel Band to com m ence their m eet
ings on the dates previously set. M eetings, therefore, cannot 
help but be delayed at each place a couple of weeks or so.

But the Bethel Band is on the w ay! Let us pray for the 
m eetings arranged for at the respective places.

L a t e r . B e t h e l  B a n d  reached W anhsien on February lo th  
and were proceeding im m ediately to Liangshan.

B O O K  CLUB

Feb. 14, 1935

The accession list o f the University Book Club for J a n . 14. 
to Feb. 14 is as follow s:

T retiakov, S. 
F lem ing, P. 
Y ou n g, E . H . 
H ilton , J.
M iller, C. 
G old ing, L . 
Buchan, J.
G ibbs, P.
W ood , H . G. 
D ouglas, H . P.

Spencer, F . A . 
G arrison, W . E . 
M acforland , C. S.

Chinese Testam ent 
O n e ’ s Com pany 
The Curate’s W ife 
G ood-bye M r. Chips 
Lam b in H is Bosom  
Five Silver Daughters 
The Free Fishers 
European Journey 
Christianity and Com m unism  
Church U nity M ovem ents in the United 

States 
Beyond Damascus 
Intolerance
The New7 Church and the New G erm any
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Chaffee. E . B.

Roberts, R. 
Slater, P. 
D unne, J. W . 
M acaulay, R. 
Andrew s, C. F. 
B olton , G.

The Protestant Churches and the Indus
trial Crisis 

For the K ingdom  o f God 
The Yellow  Briar 
An E xperim ent with Tim e 
G oing Abroad 
Sadhu Sandai1 Singh 
The Tragedy o f Gandhi

K a t h l e e n  F. S po o n eh  
Secretary

IN T E R  A L IA .

M r. and Mrs. Tom  Freeman left Chengtu in February 
to return to Am erica. M r. Freeman has been connected 
with the M .E .M . hospital at, Shensi Gai Obengtu.

D r. and Mrs. R. A . Peterson are leaving for furlough in 
Am erica. D r. Peterson is a m em ber of the M edical College 
of the W est China Union University at Chengtu.

A devastating epidem ic has carried off the greater part 
o f the poultry at the W est China Union University. H ere is 
a subject that cries out for the attention o f the National G o
vernm ent— the destruction of animal and bird life by disease 
in China. It is not overstating the matter to say that m illions 
of dollars are lost each year in this country through diseases 
which no one seems to know m uch about. Rural Reconstruc
tion will Jag so Jong as this is true.

M r. and Mrs. J. H . Edgar are staying in Chengtu while 
M r. Edgar is busy preparing some m anuscript for the Press.

Several m em bers o f the West China Union University, 
Chengtu. have been in the Canadian hospital for repairs.”  
W e are glad to be able to announce that all of them  are 
m aking good recoveries.

In spite of m any rum ors as to the com ing of the Reds 
from  K w eichow  into Szechuan, the term exam inations of 
the W est China U nion University were com pleted on January 
tw enty-th ird . M ost of the students have left for their hom es.
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The Spring Term  o f the university opens on February twenty- 
sixth.

“ No one can slink out of his past life, forgetting or 
h udd ling  up what is sham eful. It  is on ly  through truth and 
straightforwardness we can enter into that life which is all 
truth and integrity. Before we drink the living water we 
m ust truly thirst for i t . ”  Marcus Doo.ds

W here could I go from  T hy Spirit,
W here could  I  flee from  T hy face?
I c lim b to heaven?— but Thou  art there;
I nestle in the nether w orld ?— and there Thou art!
I f  I darted swift to the dawn, to the verge of the ocean 

afar,
T h y  hand even there w ould fall o 'rfm en,
T hy right hand w ould reach m e. Ps. 189, 7 -1 0 (M offat)
Miss Ethel W right who had to leave her station at Pa- 

chow  because o f the depredations of the Reds, recently died 
in Shanghai and was buried in the H ungjao Road Cemetery. 
Rev. .1. R. Sinton o f Chengtu was one of the pall-bearers.

Miss V ictoria  M annett of the C .M .S . arrived in Chengtu 
on Feb. 8. W e understand that Miss M annett is to be 
stationed at M ienchow .

Mr. K. E . A brey arrived in Chengtu on Feb. 13. M r. 
A brey is to have charge of the bu ild ing of the new Post Office 
in this city.

The author of the peom , "The T em p le” , on another 
page of the N e w s , is the son o f Rev. W . B . A lbertson, Bursar 
o f the W est China Union U niversity, Chengtu, and is at 
present a student in St. Andrew s College, Aurora, Ont. 
Canada. F or som e years, David was a pupil in the Canadian 
School for M issionaries’ children at Chengtu.

The second term o f the West China Union University 
began on M onday, February 25th.

The enterprise of Christian m issions gets its ultim ate 
v indication  from  the fact that it is seen to be rooted in the 
eternal nature of things. I t  is an integral part, o f that com 
p lex  process o f culture transmission and cross-fertilization by 
w hich the various civilizations and religions have been pro
d u ced ; and which if it is to be creative of the greatest good 
must be guided by the intelligence and goodw ill o f m en.

— Archibald G. Baker.

B ishop John G ow dy o f F oochow , F ukien, was in Sze
chuan in February holding conferences of the M ethodist 
Episcopal Churches in this province.
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W ord just received from  Canada says— “ Stanley C.
I I . Best, a son of D r. and Mrs. A . E . Best, was selected 
b y  vote of the teaching staff o f Oshawa Collegiate and V o c 
ational School, Oshawa, Canada, as the w inner o f the 
M urray Johnson Cane, at the annual Com m encem ent e x 
ercises, recently. T h is coveted prize is given to the student 
w ho, by  a vote of the staff, is considered the outstanding boy 
of the school in all round ability  in class-work and student 
activities. Stanley was a student at the Canadian school, 
Chengtu, for all his public school tra in in g .”  Congratulations 
Stanley !

L A TE ST NEW S. g. q  F rencham , C .I .M . M issionary 
was captured by the Reds in Nancheng, Shensi, late in 
February. This news has just com e to hand. There is no 
news re the whereabouts of M rs. Frencham .

F O R  SA L E  O R R E N T O N  O M E I

The Adam s, Lovegren, Randel, Jensen and Bradshaw 
bungalows. A pp ly  Jensen, K iating.

C A N A D I A N  M I S S I O N  P R E S S

Printers and Publishers o f Christian Literature 
Commercial Printing and Ruling 

Foreign Book Binding

C H EN G T U SZECHW AN
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