
SAM^S F0RE3T RANGSRo^^

(Zpisode No. 19)
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11 :50 to 12:5 0 P .M. C.D.3.T. IVLIY 19, 1952 TEUNSDAY

ANNOUNCER : Here they are - Uncle Sam’s Forest Rangers.

( OR OilESTRA : QUARTET )

AMv^QUl'TCER

:

V/ell, folks, Forest Ranger Jim Robbins and his

young assistant, Jerry Quick, are here again. Two v^eeks ago,

you remember, Jerry went up to Bald Peak Lookout Station to

serve as lookout man until the regular man arrived. Uhile he

was up there, Ranger Jim was busy interviewing prominent

settlers in his district who are part of his volunteer fire

force, ”Key men’’
,
he calls them. They are getting their

plans all laid to protect the National Forest from fire during

the dry season v/hich is now coming on. It was only yesterday

that the regular lookout man arrived; and Jerry came down

from Bald Peak none the v/orse for spending almost two weeks

alone up on the mountain top.

Today, we find Jim and Jerrj^ at the Pine Cone Ranger

Station where they make their headquarters as they look after

the welfare of their national forest district. Jerry is just

coming into the little office of the Ranger Station, where

Jim is at work at his desk. --
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JERRY

:

(comii^ in) I*ve just been out looking after mj

horse, Jim* Spark seems to be glad I^m back.

JIM: ( Ghuc kle s ) Well, now, I guess Spark isn't the

only one, -- I s’pose I'll have to admit that

I didn't realize how much help you ?/ere around

here, young fellow, till you went away for a few

days.

JERRY

:

(Lau.^hs) Maybe I’m beginning to be appreciated

then.

JIM: I reckon. -- And then of course Bess kinda m_issed

you at dishwashing time —
JERRY

:

See? I’m of some use around here, even if it _is____

only Y/iping dishes.

JIM: Sure. (CHUCKLES) And then there's the school

ma’m, Mary Halloway — but I can't just say

whether she missed you or not. -- She was in a

couple of tines though to find out hoYf you were

getting along, specially after you didn’t come

back as soon as you were expected -- but then

maybe it was just to find out if something was

wrong with you after eating that home-made candy

she gave 3/^0 u.

JERRY: G-oshI You didn' b tell her that the candy she made

got all soaked up with kerosene, did you?

JIM: ( CHUCKLES) Well, I told her you said that it

tasted different from ordinary candy --

JERRY: It sure did.

JIM: And that the aroma of it filled the whole lookout

cabin
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JERRY: Yeah. With the sweet fragrance of kerosene,

JIM: End that I hoped you wouldn’t eat so much of it

you’d get sick.

JERRY: G-osh. It makes me sick to think of it. -- I

wouldn’t Yfant Mary to knov/ I spilled kerosene

on her candy though, after she was nice enough

to ma.ke it for me.

JIM: (_GIRJ0IC^3) No. That’d spoil 3
^0ur chances for

getting anj^ more. — l/ell, outside of that, I

guess you had it prett^r quiet up there.

JERRY: Well, it v/asn’t exactly exciting, but it’s

surprising how busy ^/-ou keep on this lookout job.

I thought it’d be a roatter of sitting around for

a Y/eek, except for painting up the cabin, of

course, - but it keeps 3^ou moving around all right

just watching.

JIM: 3o it does, if 3 keep a careful v/atch. Ey the

time you keep a look out on all points of the

compass and investigate everything you see tha.t

looks suspicious, jt'ou haven’t much time left to

sit and think about it •

JERRY: I knoY/. You’d never expect it, but it keeps you

occupied every minute, — You knov7
,
Jim, I V7as

afraid tliat a fire would start up in my

territory and some other lookoout or a keY?" man

Yjould see it first and beat my time reporting it,

I sure was on the Yjatch, so if Mje had a fire,

1 could’ve spotted it right off and showed you

I Y7as on the job •
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JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

JHvI:

JERRY

:

Jll/i:

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY

:

JIM:

JERRY:

(GPIUGKLES) lie di d. have a fire,

Ye did? You raean -- there was a fire on our

forest -- and I raissed it?

Sure. You never even sav^ it. ( CHUCKLES) You

mus t ^ ve hee n sound a si e ep ,

(^£C®RII^) Gosh I I^m sorrj^, Jim -- I thought I

T/as keeping a ti'”'it lookout — I — I don't see

how I missed it.

You missed it all right.

But I don't see how, I v/as on the job every

minute, Jim, You Imov; I vjas,

(CHIJ^CLE^ Yell, I guess Y/e can overlook this

slip-up. It Yi/asn't a very big fire.

How big an area did it burn over?

About ten so^uare feet.

Oh, (laughs, relieved) Yell, no YTonder I raissed

it,

Ho, It lias hardly big enough to send up rauch

smoke. One of oui’ patrolmen discovered it right

off the bat and put it out before it had a chance

to spread, It might've been a bad enough fire

though. There a lot of dried leaves and

brush around there to raake it burn hot.

Rliat started it?

Somebody tossed a cigarette out of his

automobile along the side of the road.

They ought to put people like that in jail'
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jm:

JERRY

:

JIM:

JERRY

:

JBI:

Well, in sonie places they do, Jerry. But if

folks ’d just use the old gray niatter a little bit,

they wouldnH neel to* I s’pose there are sorae

people too dumb to know that the woods will burn,

but most folks that start fires are just thought-

less, They mean well enough, but they don’t use

their heads.

Maybe a jail sentence would help ’em remember.

Maybe it would. But you’d think it v/ouldn’t be

necessary. Everybody has a soft place somewrhere

in his heart for the trees and forests, Jerry.

There ought to be some way to make ’em all realize

that it’s up to them to keep ’em growing. Nobody

wants to see ’em burn up. -- Did I ever read you

that little bit of verse that came from the

American Lumberman about the old hollow log?

No, I don’t think you ever did,

7/ell, mpcybe we can get to the sound, thinking side

of people when it comes to keeping fire out of

the forest, just like a good sawyer in the lumber

mill gets the best out of a log, I’ve got it

right here in my desk somewhere -- wait a minute,

( sound of QFEIBNG desk DRA7/Kd AilD RUSTLE OE ?APER3|

here we are, — Listen to this, Jerry:
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JERRY

:

JIM:

(PHQIIE I

JERRY

:

JIM

:

An old hollow log may come into tlie mill.

But an old hollow log’s got somie good in it still,

And a sawyer ?yho’s smart will find more in the same

Than a faller yiIjI see or a scaler will claim.

Yes, you never can tell v/hat a sawlog’ll cut

If you judge it alone by a look at the butt:

It may rot at the stump where it’s close to the

ground

,

But a bit higher up may be thoroughly sound.

And we ought to take men, when we see ’em, long-run;

There are very few men. who are all Number One.

Here’s a fellovij who ain’t, I am here to admit.

And perhaps even you may be rotten a. bit.

But there’s good in us all, as I often suspect

And there’s something in all not exactly select.

Yes, a log’s like a man, and a sawyer who’s smart

In an old hollow log finds a little good heart.

That’s mighty good, isn’t it?

V/ell, that’s the way it strikes me,

:ING3)

There’s the phone, Pant me to answer it?

I’ll get it, I bet it’s Prank Tomson, --

( TO PHONE) Pine Cone Ranger Station -- Hello, Prank,

I thought you’d be calling about novy. Yeah,

Okay, Prank, Hold ’em at the Minding Greek bridge,

and we’ll count ’em in there, -- All right. See you

later, ( HANGS BP RECSIA/ER ) (

T

O JERRY
)
Yeah, that was

Prank Thomson - one of our grazing permittees.
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JSRHY

:

I remember him, i met him at the Big Bend

Livestock meeting.

jni: That’s right. Well, he’s moving his cattle up

on the national Torest range for summer grazing

today, so vve’ll be leaving in a few minutes to go

up and count ’em in.

JERRY: Me too?

JIM

:

Yep, Better learn hov; it’s done v/hile you still

have a cb^nce this year.

JERRY: Shall I saddle the horses?

JIM: Ho, We cam go up in the car. We’ll count ’em in

to the forest u^j t the bridge.

JERRY

:

All right. I’ll go get the car.

JIM: Okay, Jerry, I’ll be ready in a minute.

(MUSICAL INTERLUDE)

JIM: Well, here v/e are, Jerry, Got your notebook?

JERRY: Yeah.

cTH'-'i m There’s Erank Tomson over there - all ready to go.

JERxRY

:

Gosh! Look at all his cattle, — How many does

his grazing permit call for?

JIM: Ty/o hundred and fifty head.

JERRY: He’s got more than that here. Look at ’em all.

1 let there’s nearly?- tv/i ce that many.

tJ* XL'x • Oh yes, there’s more than two hundred and fifty

head there oil right. The calves under six months

old go in free, you know.

JERRY

:

Yeah, that’s right too, I’d forgotten about that.

JIM

:

V/ell, don’t forget it when you make the count.

Here comes Tomson
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Page 8,

TOMSOP; ( OFF ) Hi , Jim

,

jni: (CELLS) How are you, Frank?

TOMS ON: (COMING UP) Finer ’n frog’s hair. How’s A^rself?

Jlii

:

Feel in’ pretty pert, Frank. — You laiov/ my

assistant here, Jerry Quick.

TOMSON: Shore. I met ’im at the livestock meetin’.

How are yuh, Quick?

JERRY: Fine, t ha nks
,
Mr , Toiris on

.

JILI: V/ell, I see you’ve got ^four stock all ready to go

in and eat up my range.

TOLISON

:

They ain’ta goin’ to hurt yore range none, Jim.

JIM: (CHUCKLES) The;; ’re light eaters, I s’pose, eh?

TOMSON

:

Hay/, hs.Wo Yes sir, that’s it, Jim. They’re

light eaters, them cows - ’certin’ when yuh have

tuh buy feed for ’em.

jni: (CHUCKLES) V/ell, with all that extra young stock,

your herd’ll be crowding your range allotment pretty

close to capacity, Franlo, You’ll have to have your

rider pretty doggone spry to keep ’em scattered so

they don’t bunch up on those sweet grass parks. —
v/e’ve had a tough time bringing this range back,

you know after the overgrazing it got years back.

TOMSON: I know, Jim, We’ll work with yuh, awright. You

know that, Jim.

JIM: Sure, Frank. — Well, let’s get going. Tell your

riders to cut out about fifty head and run ’em over

the bridge, Fra^.. u Jerry and I will stay here on

the bridge and count ’em - (CHUCKLES) so o.s to see

you ain’t slipping any extra head in on us, you

know, Fran.k.
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TONSON: (GOING ONE) Fat chance I*d have slippin'

anything over on yon, I’ll tell yuh.

JILI: (CHUGIOFS)

TOIvISON: (OFF) (SHOUTS) Hey, you fellas — Hey, Pete —
Gut out a bunch an’ run ’em over, r/ill yuh? --

’bout fift^?" head.

JIH: All right, Jerry, Let’s see how ^/'ou make out at

counting cattle.

JERRY

:

All right, Jim, I’m all set. — Here they come.

(SOUND OF C0'.7E0Y3 YELLING - ALONG”, "YIPPLD ,
ETC. iJTD

BAV/LING OF CQV/S AND CALVES, Oij'N : GOI.IES CLOSBR, THEN SQUGD ON

BUNCH ON CATTLE TIUJvIPING ACROSS BRIDGE: BAWLING AI'TD TRAITPING

CONTINUES TmoUGH FOLLOWING:)

JERRY

:

(HALF TO SELF, RAPIDLY) One-txTO-three-four - five-

six-seven --

JIM: (CUTTING IN) Better count ’em by threes, Jerry -

That’s the way — we usually — do it.

JERRY

:

I see —
JIM: (HALF TO SELF) HrLmiLmim Ear - A

JERRY

:

Shucks - I lost count -

JIM: Pick it up and go ahead, Jerry.

JERRY: All right --

(SOUliD OF CATTLE CROSSING BRIDGE FADES OFF)

JERRY: Well, how many was it?

J Ilvi

:

Let’s see — Tl:. re times fourteen is forty-tv/o —
and two is forty-fonn head.

JERRY

:

Only forty-four head? -- wHey, I’ve got over fifty

not counting the ones I missed when I lost count.

JBM (chuckles) You forgot to count out the young stock

under six months, I reckon.
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even

JSRirY

:

That’s right, I forgot about that.

JIM: V/ell, it takes a little experience, Jerry — even

for a simple thii. like counting in cattle. —
(CALLS) Ch, Frank.

T0M30N: (OFF) feah, (COMING UP) V/ant another bunch run

through, Jim?

JIM: No, V/ai t a minute — I noticed four or five head

with the Bar-A brand on ’em, Frank, Did some

of the Bar-A Ranch stock get mixed up with your herd?

TOMSON: No, they’s mine, Jim. I bought t?jenty head from the

Bar-A ’tother day.

JIM: You didn’t list that brand in your application

for the grazing permit
,
Frank. You’re supposed to

have all ^rour brands listed in the perrait
,

you Unovi,

TOMSON

:

I plum forgot ’bout that, Jim. Y’see, I bought

them cattle after the application v/as in.

JIM: Well, how about the six head with the Gircle-T brand?

TOMSON: Oh, them’s my dau;Miter’s, Y’see, she’s hankerin’

tuh be a cattleman like ’er paw —
JIM: (CHUCKLES) Cattleman?

TOMSON: V/ell, anyhow -- I set ’er up with a few head, see?

That’s her brand - the Circle-T, The gal’s gotta

lia. ve ’ er own bran d
, y ’ know . She’s independent,

that-a-way, .

JIM: (CHUCKLES) Better watch out, Frank, Your daughter’ll

be running the vrhole business before she gets

through.

TOMSON: Well, mebbe she kin do a durn sight better with it

than ’er ole man.
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JIM:

Pa-e 11.

JIM: (CHUCKLES) Mayle so c
— 'Jell, anyhovT, Frank.

V/e’ll have to get your permit fixed up after v/e

get the stock counted in.

TOMS ON:

JIM:

Yeah. I plum forgot alout them other brands, Jin.

All right. — Now you can tell the beys to run

through about fifty more ahead. No, wait a minute

who*s that coming up this way — dovm there?

TOMSON: Burned if I know. ^ Taint any o'' my riders He's

bringin* up ^bout ten more head o* cattle.

JMRRY

:

I can tell you who it is, Jim, It's Mike Bundy.

JIM

:

Your eyes are better 'n mine, Jerry, — Yep, it's

Bundy all right. -- Mike Bundy., eh? (CHUCKLES)

Y/ell, the old codger’ll get fooled this time.

JERRY

:

What’s he up to now, Jim?

JIM: I reckon he was going to try to slip a few head

of battle into the forest without a permit -- but

he picked the wrong day

TOMSON

:

That feller’s alius up to somethin’ Hey I

He better not git them cattle o’ his’n mixed up

with m.y herd.

JIM: Lemme borro?/ your horse a minute, Fr^ank, I’ll

just start Bundy and his cattle movin’ back the

way the 37' cane.

TOMSON: Help yerself, Jim, She's right over thar

.

jni: Yeah, I know. Thanks.— (AFTER BRIEF PAUSE) Whoa,

gal — (GRUNTS IN MOUl'^TIlIG) All right, gal --

(SOUNB OF GALL0~^'"WG HORSE A FEW SECONDS) Whoa, gal

(GALLOPING STOPS. —Howdy.)
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Page 12.

BUNDY

t

(SUPLY) Hov/dy*

JIM i MoYin’ some stock, I see.

BUNDY: Yeah,

JIM: I guess you know there no stock ccmes into this

forest without a grazing permit.

BUNDY: Who said anything ’tout this stock goin» intuh

the forest, I’m mo’^dn’ ’em over tuh the —
uh tuh the Hall Ranch,

JIM: (CHUCKLES) G-oing ty kind of a rcund-atcut way,

aren’t you?

BUl'TDY: Well, I reckon I kin go anj^ way I wanter.

JIM: Look here, Bundy, Grazing on this forest is open

to you on the stane basis as it is to e^nyone else,

tut v/e’ve got certain regulations that’ve got to

be lived up to for the good of the forest. You’ve

got to play fair mth us rangers and m th the

other stoclonen. See?

BUNDY: Yeah?

JIM

:

That’s the story. You might as v/ell head back the

way you cane, Bundy, -- So long.

BUNDY: (M.SLSS AS IF CUSSING RANGER)

JIM: (LOUDER AW MORE EMPHATICALLY) Sc long, Get

up, old gal, (SOUND OF HORSE GALLOPING A FEW SECONDS)

Whoa — (GALLOPING STOPS) — (CALLS) All right,

Frank - let’s run another bunch across the bridge.

TOMiSON: (OFF) Awright, Jim, (SHOUTS) Hey, you boys. Run

over another bunch, will yuh? — (UP) Did yuh git

Bundy took care of?
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Page 13

.

JIM: I reckon, He'’s headin' the other iio-y

,

(SOlTliP OF G0i?m0YS YELLING AND COWS AND CALVES BAViTLINd, OFF )

JERRY: Here they come, Jim,

JIM; All right, Jerry-, Let's see how you make out

counting this lunch,

JERRY : 0kay
,

Jim

,

(EADEQUT IITE SQUITD CE CATTLE BlWLIHi AtlD TRAIvlPIilG ACROSS BRIDGE )

ANNOUNCER

:

And so the cattle go into the national forest for summer range

— and the rangers are on the jol, as usual, to see that

everything is done right. Grazing use cf the national forests

is carefully managed ly Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers sc that

the forage crop will not be depleted, and the ranges vyill he

continuously productive and useful both as feed for livestock

and as protection for the watersheds. The number of livestock

allov/ed on the national forests is limited to the carrying

capacity of the ranges, and the grazing is scientifically

managed to get maximum utilization of the forage v^rithout

overgrazing.

Forest Ranger Jim and JerxM will be with us again at this

sarae hour next week. This prOvgram comes to you as a presentation

of the National Broadcasuing Company with the cooperation of

the Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture,

The role of Ranger Jixi Robbins is played by Harvey Hays.

Others in the cast today were

•

ORCHESTRA

:

is/l2:00 Noon,
June 1, 1932,
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