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“My strength is gone, my life is going,” said the dying
enthusiast (Sardar Sakharam Hari Gupte); “but when voice
and breath fail, my fleshless bones shall still shout
Rugonath Rao! Rugonath Rao!"-4 History of the Marathas
by James Grant Duff, Vol.II, p.353.

“Sakharam Hari Gupte has been considered one of the
national heroes of the Marathas and in their epic poems
his name frequently occurs coupled with that of his brother
Baburao Harl." — Rai Bahadur B. A. Gupte, F.Z.8., Official
Delegate for the Government of Bombay in ‘“‘An Ezemplary
Model of Unshaken Fidelity as a General of the Maratha Army.”
— London.
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Foreword 3 1A

By Sir Jadunath Sarkar,
N G LR DT,

Sakharam Hari Gupté of Ambégaon was a real hero,
who rose to the surface on the flood-tide of Maratha ex-
pansion in the middle 18th century. But he loyally clung
to the losing side : his patron Raghoba Diada lost his suit
in the trial by arms, and after his death the tribunal of
History also gave its wverdict against him. Therefore,
Sakharam Hari’s name has fallen into oblivion in the land
of his birth.

But I do not see any reason why the story of Sakharam
Hari’s varied achievements should not be studied today,
when the tragic civil strife in the Peshwa family in which
he and his patron finally went down has long been a
matter of dead politics. A character like Sakharam Hari
is a national possession of which all castes and parties in
Maharashtra may well be proud. When weo contemplate
his deeds, the silly ancient squabble between the Prabusand
the Bhats is shamed into silence. He disproves the theory
“made in England” and swallowed by blind followers of
Tnglicsh thought, that personal valour and leadership in
war are exclusive heritage of certain castes and races
and are beyond the reach of the writer (Prabliu) and trader
(bania) castes. 'This little baok by Y. R. Gupte shows how
many true warriors a single branch of the writer caste
produced in a single prevince of India.

The second merit of this book is that it gives the well-
documented arguments of the counsel for the defence of
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Raghoba Dada. It tells us all that can be reasonably gaid
In favour of that Peshwa and his disputed shares in the
tragic end of Narayan Rao, It also shows us that there
were times in the course of this family dispute when
Raghoba Dada’s motive was not guilty ambition, but the
desire to serve the best interests of the State as against
an incompetent and volatile lad (Narayan Rao) and a
dictatorial Machiavelljan Secretary of State (Nana Fadnis).
These arguments have to be calmly considered before the

modern historian can pronounce the final verdict on the
event,

I therefora gladly commend Mr, Y. R. Gupte’s book to
the public, though I entirely differ from him in his estimate
of Raghohg Dada, whose Incompetence during the northern
campaigns of 1756-59 and character and habits throughout
life disgusted me when studying the original sources
of the history of that period. He was no hero.

May Isuggest to my own caste-brethren in the South-
ern Land that they should move in accordance with the
spirit of the modern age by totally forgetting the old old
grievance of the Prablu Gramanya? We should remember
that in this Kalj Yuga the only twice-born supreme
caste in the world ape the white Aryan-folk (German
translation Harren-volk), whose muscles are nourished
on beef, whose heartg are stimulated by the fermented soma
juice, and who hear sermons from the Artharva Veda
every Sunday,—while a]] the vellow, brown and black
races alike ave Dasas (Sudrag op slaves) ? Then why quarrel
for a social Superiority that has no real existence ?
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Sardar Sakharam Hari Gupte.

Vaidya Bros’ Press.
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“Sakharam Hari entered the Maratha Army. in
the tine of Bajirao I. in 1735 when ' his brother,
Baburao Hari, accompanied him to Janjira. Sakha-
ram was then only 17 years™ of age, and yet he felt an
intuitive craving for military service, which resulted in
his obtaining the command of a small detachment
of the army in his brother's charge, It was not long,
however;, before an opportunity for acquiring fame was
presented to him, for, in the action between the armies
of Siddhi Rahimian and the Peshva, he came across the
leader of the opposing army and suddenly attacking
him, killed him on the spot. This turned the tide of
fortune and the battle was won by the Marathas. Inp
due appreciation of the services thus rendered, young
Sakharam was presented with the very elephant on
which Siddhi Rahiman rode on the battlefield, and
appointed commander of a cavalry consisting of 1200
mounted hosse.”’
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The Marathas had very nearly lost an action when
Sakharam again turned the scale by beating a false
retreat and rounding a hill to ‘'attack the enemy on
both sides. This resulted in success to the Marathas.
Raghunathrav Peshva, the father of the unfortunate
Bajirav II., was present:in this campaign.- He was a
brave man himself and duly recognized in Sakharam
the true spark of martial fire. He took him under his
direct command, raised him to the rank of a Sardar
(an Indian peer) and obtained for 'him  handsone
presents from the State. Sakharam henceforward
accompained Raghunathrav in all future expeditions.™
. e FsmE S aemEEal FAAKEES 998 SER
Aig el A, ewdEr @ 9 FRAR &

. AT A@B AR S AAERT Iy FRELE a9l
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WFFRIGT a1, L. TH IFOA.—

In 1745 Sakharam was granted an annual personhai
allowance of Rs. 3,00,000 (£ 30,000) and army allow-
ance Rs. 6,00 000 (£ 60,000).

qg 3 3gUAE@i— In this conflict [with the Abdulla and
Vazir Suja Daula] Sakharam Hari distinguished himself
by rendering important services which were rewarded
by Shah Alum by the bestowal on him and his brother
Baburao and their descendants of the perpetual grant
of the village of Ambegaon in the province of Auranga-
bad, which was previous to this compaign conquered
from ‘*Salabat Jung the Subbadar of the Deccan who
ceded to the Marathas a considerable part of the
province.” (The History of the reign of Shaha Alum
by W. Franklin, published in 1798 by Cooper and
Graham.) As Salabat Jung was the Subhadar or
Governor under the Empire of Delhi, this grant when
assigned by the Emperor was binding on him even if
he were to recover his lost territory from the Marathas
on some future day. It has also been recognised by
the British Government after being scrutinized by the
Inam Commiseion, and the decendants of ‘thé &wo
brothers are in full enjoyment of it up to the present.
day (1886). _
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) Rugonathrao was amongst the foremost in every
attack, and at one time, almost alone, was completely
surrounded and cut off from his troops, but Ais owmn
determined bravery, and that of his friend Salaram
Hurry, who fought by his side, enabled him to defend
himself until rescued by his nephew.’’>
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%, “... and even then it was hastened on by Ragobah and
Sacnram Bappoos having heard Naron Row had come. fo's
Ras:(n)l{;;tmn of Confining them both in Irons. Mostyn's Diary,
P. <

%. "... the others meant only tv make Him Prisoner, to-
which every one of the Ministers, except Nenna Furneese and
Hurry Punt, were privy;” Mostyn’s Diary, p.199.
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Mostyn’s Diary
HiTeza=t A,
“The Third English Embassy to Poona, Comprising

Mostyn’s Diary September. 1772-Feburary 1774 and
Mostyn’s Letters February 1774—November ar  sfdE-
@@ J. H. Gense, 8J,, h,D,, g D. R. Banaji, M,a , LL.B.,
Fidl £ 8, 233¥ T TIF aiig FS AR Az daz dig
Jel 1oF0d gran A saniE arar fyasar NFS ST G5
YA, R EZFT Jww J 23 FZT 2vey gigsy; FSIET
qiwall @[ SRed aR. & dier afeai= 9ar, arEfE
SGid U. 7. @BAIT fHeam:—

“For the purposes of checking the Maratha power,
Mostyn proved for the British Presidency of Bombay
a most willing and tried instrument, as
gathered from his three visits to Poona on d;

missions, which have been so lucidly describ
. introduction to this bock.”
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| _2. Preface p. IV.
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Monday 30th (August 1773).

About cne Oclock this Afternoon I was informed
there was some Disturbance in the Durbar, fmd that a
Number of Musquets had been fired. Immediately senf
People to gain the Best Intelligence they could, whlo
returned in about Half an Hour,and acquainted me-that
Mahomed Esoof and Sumersing, two Subedars of the
Foot Guards, had under pretence of being Mustered
{which it seems they had been ordered to do some Days
ago), marched with their Men, which in all were about
500, to the Durbar, where they rushed in at two of the
Gates, and put the Chokeys to the Sword; that the
greatest part were now Mounted on the walls, and kept
every Person from approaching the Place by firing at
them, and some People Venturing Loo near had been
Wounded. At three o'clock, report was brought me
that most of the ministers with some Morattah Officers
were Assembled at the Chokey in the Great Street
leading to the Durbar, but undetermined what to do, as
not knowing (at least some of them) what was transact-
ing within, tho’ most supposed it must be *Ragobahs
Party endeavouring to seize IHis Nephew; some propos-
ed bringing Cannon and Elephants against the Durbar,
while others, particularly Sacaram Bappoo, opposed ‘it
by asking against whom they meant to Act; for those
within were both egually their Masters. About four
Oclock different Reports were brought: some saying
Naron Row was killed, and others that he was made
Prisoner: but soon after everything seerned Hushed in
the Palace and Ragobah was Prcclaimed by a Party

. Mostyn's Diary (August 1773) p. 198: iRk %ﬁz_g CEL
qi@vdi=l 9%, wqﬁig\qﬂ mzvgi=l -aear 7 afsa g7 g A FaEgRts

gizard.
2. Mostyn's Diary (August 1773), p. 199.
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of Horse. "'At Six some of the. Ministers and Officers
were sent for to the Palace; a few went; and two or
three, I hear, have Secreted themselves. As I cannot
for certain learn whether Naron Row is really Killed
or not, I must defer advising my  Superiors of this.
Sudden change untill to morrow.

Tuesday 31st. Having used my best Endeavours {o-
procure the'most certain Intelligence of what passed
Yesterday, find Naron Row was Killed, and His Body
carried out privately at midnight and Burnt; but to.
cut Him off, from what I can learn, Y2was not the intgn-
ticms of those that Planed the Scheme for Ragobahs:
release, and was kept a profound secret between
Ragobah and Sumersing, the Man that did the deed;
the others meant only to make Him Prisoner, to which
every one of the Ministers, except Nana Furneese and
Hurry Punt, were privy; but the Plan was principally
carried on by the Duan, Assisted by some of Ragobahs-
menial Servants. The whole of the Foot Guards, who
are kept ip Constant Pay and Consist of Eight Com-~
panies (some amounting to five and others to two.
Hundred Men), were bought over and Pitched upon for
the finishing Blow; many Morattah Officers were also
in the Secret  7The scheme was laid siv Months ago,
and every opportunity for some months watched to put
it in *Execution, but a Favourable one never offered:
till yesterday, and >even then it was hastened on by
Ragobah and Sacaram Bappoos having heard Naron Row
had come to a Resolution ofi Confining them both in
Irons, It is said Naron Row had Intimation given Him
of it, but this I can scarce believe, as He would
certainly bave taken some Precautions to prevent it;:

3. &2fe3g ws Ay, R, Mostyn’s Diary, p. 200. L
3. A3 T SE HqIEET AT,
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which was easily done by having a few Trusty Men
with Him; but instead of which, He went as usual to
take His afternoons nap; and almost every gervant and
.every one else, except the Chokeys at the Gates, Were
gone out of the Palace, There has at different t1mes
been Reports of Schemes formed for Ragobahs release,
-and some Bramins have been Confined on that Account.
But this was carried on with such secrecy that notl?mg
‘Transpired untill put into Execution, What alterations
this Event may make with Respect to Us ©OF the
Ministry is yet impossible to say; in the latter great
changes are expected, as I hear Chokeys are already
placed on the Houses of Nanna Furneese and Hurry
Punt, and, it's said, they are both Absconded. A-S
Naron Rows Death canunot Effect [affect] the Presi-
dencies of Bengal ard Madrass, Judge it best to defer
advising them thereof, till T can give some Guess what
turn Affairs will take. ... L
91 AFEl Fea aFEE dear (BRSear qaEE A B
I[YT . W, AfezA g TfEIi i AEr
E fhed @Al asgERds @3y @ oE JEd,
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AN W FAT 7T LAl § G TNF SF Gjaa
T Ak S g S qd e seigd @Al wed
FeRel, T W AFisAl Wisn QAT A= fhagar @Al
I A1 ARAT QAT |IITE Asgdl. A1 9 gRda g
TOAIA FZ@ FRACAAHT FRAFAT A HE A1 FDBS
@EaEq. (from what I can learn) & sgmdl. s1=jq &1 ST
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&, "It is said by menns of Mudaji Bhonsla the Devan Sakpq.
ram received information of an intention to assassinate him ang
Raghoba at the instigation of Gopikabai”.—Selections from the
Letters, Despatches and other State Papers preserved in the
Bombay Secretariat, Maratha Series,  Vol. I Edited by George
W. Forrest, B.A., p. 251, wETE R RGeS
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. FRezad a1, 33 ST TEAT FE AT A@ FBS I
aEENUg F1@ (dr e US ) ARS IS, AqUH AA T
A= G0 g8 Fogia @ YSEET IR KTOTEr
Sxg UATE ARUATE] Asgal. UAFE 9 gafimE § giea
24, ey grearEt ar wearEr mfEdr 9ig. @ aET-
ugig FE ot aF=A1 Rad AEEHT FOM.

an 32 ST AL FreTa &1941 TERIET, GIEA0 ﬁf?aaqﬁa

Qi8%z 7 a1z, aia (A, antza 219 o7 el afa oE AR —

About one o’clock, two Subedars (Mahomed Esoof
and Sumersing) of the Foot Guards, marched with
their People, about 500, to the Durbar under pretence:
of going to Muster, rushed in Bodily at two of the Gates
and put the Chokeys to the Sword; the greatest part
then mounted the Walls and kept every Body from
approaching the Palace, while a few went to Naron
Rows apartment. He was at this time asleep, but
being a waked by a Servant and hearing a Disturbance,
was making the best of His way to Ragobah, who was
at the same time running down Stairs. He immedia-
tely ran into Ragohahs Arms, and beged Him to
save His life and tuke the Government; for He had
then received o cut in His Back;* five or six Sepoys fol-
lowed Him clcse, and told Ragobah if He did mot let
Him  go, they would cut them both. Down,* when
Rag{)bah pusned Him from Him, and He was instant-
ly killed with a servant who fell on Him tosave Him.
Mahomed Esoof then led Ragobah to the Durbar where
He Issued Orders for His being Proclaimed about Town;

and the whole was over in a little Time without noise
ro much Blood shed.

2 Mostyn 8 Diary (Auguaﬁ 1?73) p. 201. oM
3. ZE[oag amd AR,
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There has at different times been. reports of
Schemes being formed for Ragobahs release, but they
either never had being, or were discovered before they
were put into HExecution; .but this, from all I can
learn, and indeed from the manner it was Effected.
must have been carried on with the utmost Secrecy, as
nothing transpired till the -firing from the Durbar
made it known; and what is more Egtraordinary
and quite unwsual, not g Minister nor hardly o ser-
vant was in the Palace at the time,? : '

i@ EFIHA A59F WS G F FHI4 q1E  (HSAT iy
qn oA [FFYAIE A1 a1 &1 F# AREOUEig oqEr =G
ZiFS] WSl F J AR 1S JeEf A9 qI=wia wwhy a6, FERT
Fi =@ A% ¢ W AT WOA F GfAq TEED A
( hardly a servant). g 913 Hi &/ & o€ SqauiE
a[SHF AR 97 F§ Fi ! {5 \ikza wudr ¥ saeaann
g wwdl Agdi=ar $@2 (extraordinary and quite unusual )
iR, FWA TdEN F grEmEds wNs eRia g ugig
gFHEI(=A] ARAT ATAT I 91 AR F2 Issr «189d] gETiq
A §E9Ed FOAMT FIH 524 F14 { FECS i@ ST GEST
( severe scolding ) 35 aff wie FF? IHARATET=AD
i FErE IR SIF 8. 9 A1 3BT § 30T F wS ¢
TFHOT FRAFAF FIRE FH, 0 Fed F1A Fo, QA0 AR
929, * AREMRETESE 9 9\ 12T 299 g9d el JE
FRAR F& 9 UAIFT IgaF Fe@A=1 N .

? feFq snw+ @E.

R.“...on the contrary he (Narayanrav) behaved in so senseless,
imperious and disregardful a manner even to the ministers of
his own party that they became lukewarm in his interest and
in time suffered him to fall & sacrifice to the machinations of:
his enemies.”—Forrest’s Selections, p. 251.
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FUAER FEZaF FraE 39ai 39 AL
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999 @ W e et Aad gRaa seFAEl A
SeudigiE XS SR, amidl [@Es 19« =iaa A
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[T AT AHIOT AT AT (ena) @A THEY Bga
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q

?. Narayan Rao, proved so incompetent that in a short time
he fell a vietim to the hands of assassins. — Mostyn's Diary,
Preface, p. iv.

R. "This Cour} is ab present so very wavering and Changeable
in its Resolutions, owing to the Pride, Ignorance and Pusillani-
miby of the Prince and Inveterate Disputes amongst the
Ministers, that it’s hardly possible to know for a Certainty what
their Intentions are, or to Rely on any thing they Determine
on. —Mostyn's Diary, p. 191,
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“But that it was a foul calumny to brand as a
murderer Raghoba, who had actually received a wound

in the defence of the person with whose murder he was
charged.”

IR €AW 7 2aT A @ Sy m"f IIERATTT ARI-
YIiE ARHIZT FHESI{g 99 A2E4l.

FINT NS F GOATH €A TRAE @1 [@ar a1 @i
ARearE] &@fa i fwedl ¢ gasare feaml SeERs 3 aqr-
YAATY_ Fi=41 gralda I=1 98R AL < AW &0 FiF H2Z9Z
ARFIRIATE G5 FT FO0 7T S0, g9 3919 T Al 9t
el HiZ FFE §TaF WLl NTAS &I, AR S0y
>l 1 diST (FE 1w wo@E H BE = qeEd )
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i (eAe @MERAT 3 @arar SFEada @8 #1 agaw
gcaahm geedrd AT HEAOIEEA (G0l A==
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2 E[istory of Mysore, p. 762.
R. Mostyn’s Diary, p. 200.
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“_..five or six Sepoys followed Him (Narayan Rav)
close, and told Ragobah if He did not let him go, they
would cut them both Down, when Ragobah pushed Him
from Him, and He was instantly killed with a servant
who fell on Him to save Him,”"

a digin w0 ek g9E FeAd FSAR TSl
U. 7. gRAE H. Afeza=g1 s ggqEaa - ARET
ar@19® ( incompetent ) gy givdra al AIHAT W FT T
“am FuFar A Y @EEE- FeraIE- || .
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FANMEdn R S X R/OE),  FAFaSq AF0qrEte I qar ARL.
27@eql IREAIF FT LHEINGFELAT FAFAT AT,

2, Mostyn’s Diary p. 201.
2., Preface, p. iv.
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“* Received 17th October 1773.

The 30th of August last, a body of Sepoys came into
‘the audtence chamber of the circar’s house, demanding
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=37 §Eid 9. 24%-28 0 I T@iF IR WE AHIT G, qBA A
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their pay and making a disturbance when all at once
Naranyanrao (not considering of the consequences
owing to his youth) met them and was killed by the
cut of a sword by that foolish traitorous crew. This
event gave me great concern, but as there is no remedy
nor recourse against the will of the Almighty, I have
endeavoured to suffer it with patience.”

ARAZA[ gAE FidI@ Faaiat aafa #3107 @@EaEr
AART  ARREAT FQ al SEAIEIE AN T
ASEAFF & IkAgdd FRO A q5id AT FOFE HRA
AT &1, 9ig @i 98 FS WEl. gEed RAFE @E AR
NE Iz 2y4. zigrazg ¢ that foolish traitorous crew ’’

RURIT 1989 ARENATIE AROFIG Fi=91 99 @0 A3,
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SRIFAIAT Wg@ =N9Al USAE  SZEArEr S SERE
il arEAia 4S9 el STHEAR Aligar 7 g gedaE 1
SRIAT GHER AfEer ddan” &E=ar giEaeE FAF Fed
AILIHE 91398 FEEAIETH FUSAIET T F99 757 .

ITENS ATANT PR CFAA SF FSY S, ST FAT
AT A A 70 @0 7 T @iy i3 few 9n. @ 32T
FRAT AR FUITET FT UST Yo" A2 qr@igarEn
AR FSBiE wmmr S @@y (Afgan War ) szzd
T ANEL 22 G T2 I FUT @@L & aiF usy fEug
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GREIE=A0 AFEE 219 ®1T AIS 2ia ¢

WA, 2R AT FHAT ST A2 en{SET 1920
gz &1, 99 (99E Aggua ) a0 [ Aiga Q@A
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3. am:ﬂ warid eWm qia ai i FiE Aan 2 SAEgi 2ee
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- AT TATHA ZFE B QNI 7 mara H@fw, Favi-gag a1, 2
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-.Raghunath Rao then at Delhi...met and totally defeated
the Abdalee Governor of Sirhind, speedily overran the country,
and entered Lahore as a conqueror in the month of May 1758.
He appomnted Adina Beg Soor-Soobehdar of Mooltan and

Lahore——A History of the Marathas by James Grant-Duff.
Vol. IL p. 132.
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STMAT ARSI 9GA dF Aledia 997 €4, 991F YA i,
9@, FIgrERgia ASEF AT 91 woegig FRAED T
&1 &iE 6% 9IZq A[T FRAR FUTIE ElEL eI
HISI a7 FiF TA1ZT B2 FERRER F3I391F 6. 90 FERUE
HAERET 7 EHy AaArE qsd.

AIRZA wi9ear 99=99gRIa Bmar F1 HRaETia (ARAE
18 ) g szEard 4 g amard g aiar g7 ate
AR 1 FreaFAard . i 93 @i Gaie g Aageet
AA =fgedl aika. gedstia qrasear 951 ar sgoar i —

“However from what I could perceive and have
since learnt it seems as if the Ministers meant to Grasp

at the Peshwaship themselves and carry it on in the
name of Gungabay and Her Issue ;” mzrgsea q13fa--

ST 9Fiq ay SERAI:~ “*but from Present appearances it
Eeems to me as if the Ministers meant to Grasp at the
Peshwaship themselves, or carry it ou under the name
of Guugabay and her Issue.” ¥ 3gR qoaT=g1 TN 28371E
IR (e YeSz=ar AFSAIAT gEqra. Aleza=ar
A= 9. 33X 3% 91gZida N9 =e:— Raghoba's
imprisonment or his death was for the ministers the
shortest roud to success.

2. 2322 3T “...but [the Miﬁistera] meant to seize the-
Government themselves under Cloak of Gungabay and
Her Issue” oy 333z %, #@iRza a1t 3o sy vy
U9 IZR e, ' '

AREVEIAT FAFMET Af@S N, ARzl RR-3-RvuY
1 991G S1Er g —

2. Mostyn's D_iﬂ.-_ry. p-._313.
X Moestyn's Diary p. 314.
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“Trimbuck Row Mamma with the Ministerial Army
pursued him the next morning, when Ragobah wun-
enpectadly foced about and attacked Mammas Army,.
which he totally defeated; and Mamma, after receiv--
ing several wounds, was taken prisoner....”?

HAE] TF IR ST 95—

..and in consequence of all negociations being at an
end between them. is coming with 6,000 horse to assist--
ance of Hurry Pant, who appears to be in « wvery,
disagreeable situation, his people, many of them. leav--
wng his Camp daily for that of Ragobahs; and the
Ministers who for a long while have promised

to reinforce him, have as yet only been able o levy about
4000 men.”>

9g w8 ofjg: — “*From the whole of the foregoing,
unless affairs take a very sudden turn in favour of
the Ministers, your Honor &ca may conclude it’s more
than probable Ragobah will succeed against them.”’?
- WG FRAEFH] F9F FI OFIA  AI@RIIAT A2
F&. (W, AeZA AN al. ¥ ANEE 209y =JT qiq @l —
“Indeed Sacaram and those at Pronder do not scruple
at this very time to give out that he [Ragobahl] is
coming in a mauner a prisoner to them; however no-
one credits whax they say on this head...”®

QIQIH%E{IH E'H“U ﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁlﬂlﬂam'ﬂﬁ EﬁRﬂI*—-?{f‘Eﬂ EIHTﬁ

3 Mostyn's D:ary pp. 341-342. 2. Mostyn’s Diary p. 368.
2. Mostsn 8 Diary p. 369. ¥. Mostyn’s Diary pp. 360-361.

8. 1, WL W T §3-3% BN, BINFA WFHL A S g urg I
s, f{ﬂ IE{HN fifz aidi Bl F14, F4l 3 WgoTT. UAER [HEe (T8) S
fzoitg ar=l MoE, a@mn m( W) A W, AT AgATUT

(MFEAA ) W A AL 38, F Q2 Go9-co. ALR HP 2wy i 4,
fArz-Tisaisi. F99E 9. o 3. 3. T w-c..
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““...and I cannot account for it (-ratreat) in any other
manner than his apprehensions of the fidelity of some
of his Officers, whose families are in the hands of the
Ministers, and his want of money, hoth which are
probable from his Officers as above mentioned,' 9
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“Scindy and Holkers Vackeels, mentioned in my
lagt, arrived some time ago at Pronder; and it seems
made the following proposals in behalf of Ragobah :
That the Sicea should continue in the boy Mada-
row Narons name, and Ragobah to conduct the Govern-
ment, the Ministers to act in their different departments
under him; but if they did not approve of this, then to
divide the country conformable to the partition agreed
to in Mada Rows time, which was that twenty lacks
of Jaghir and about the same number of forts should

be ceded to Ragobah, the remainder to be under their
management.”?
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According to a plan suggested by the loc w
of Futihsing the ministerial army on the afternoon of
the same day, suddenly crossed the river in three
divisions at separate fords: and whilst Raghunathrao’s
army was preparing to repel the centre-attack, before
Guvindrao and Khande Rao Gaekwar who were en-
camped on the plain at a short distance in the rear,
could come to his assistance, the other divisions took
him in both flanks: a body of Arabs whom he had lare-
ly entertained, refused to fight without pay : Manaji
Fakde and Sukaram Hurry, two of his best officers,
were wounded in the commencement,..—A History of
the Mahrattas by James Grant Duff. Vol II, p.287,
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and clothes to wear, and ill treated.
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“ Fourteen months passed in this wretched state, and
seeing no hope of escape, the brave man sent word to Nana
that if he wanted to get rid of him the best plan would be to
send him to fight a powerful enemy where he was likely to
meet with 2 more noble death. Nana misunderstood the
meaning of Ithis' message, and full of hope of securing
Sakharam to his side, went tothe prison to offer him his
release with high hopes of prosperity in official life on sworn
condition that he would abjure the cause of Raghunath-
Tao. “That, however, was impossible in the case of such a
model of unshaken constancy.” iz 8F TRA FBUAaid— = The
unshaken constan cy of Sakharam Hari to his master Raghoba
-deserved g better fate. He was chained in irous so heavy
that, although g very powerful man, he could scarcely lift
them; his food and water were insufficient to allay his
hunger or ¢ quench his thirst, but he survived fourteen
fonths, and . when so imaciated that he could not rise—

'Y strength s gone, my life is going,” said the
dying enthusiast, *“ but when voice and breath fail, my flesh-
less bones sha] still shout Rugonath Rao ! Rugonath Rao | **
U. 9. 9% feRam—" The last act’ of Nana Phadnavis was.
Simply inhuman | He received from his wife a petition to
permit her to see her dying husband. It was favourably
considered on the acceptance of a present of Rs. 15,000 with
some” valuable jewelry, - The permission ‘was apparently
granted,  but before the devoted creature could reach the
Jail, her noble husband was hurled 'down a precipice ! **

2 TR faia gas, 2.7 LT A, 2 9. 20w,
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“Wi!‘-_.}g;ihim,"” Says Colonel Palmer, * departed all
the wisdom and moderation of the Maratha Kingdom”
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“And this was not all | ~ Sakharam’s eldest son Narayan-
T20 was poisoned at Nana’s instigation simply because that
child, only 15 years of age, had the courage and the daring
to speak to Nana’s face that he would avenge his father’s

death one day.”? _
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¢, Quoted by James Grant Duff. in Vol, II[ p. 188, Caleutta,
Published by B. Cambray & Co,
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274 +*but (the ministers) meant to seize the Government
under Cloak of Gaugabay and Her Issue.” (Mostyn’s
Diary p. 311.)
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Appendix No. 12 to the Third English Embassy
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Letters i o2 & o1& 1:— Furthermore in comparing and
contrasting Nana Furnavis and Raghoba, it should be:
borne in mind that in that contest, which broke out
after Narayan Rao’s murder, Raghoba was rather
less prepared to make territorial concessions to the
English (Mostyn, Letters, the 13th April, i774} than
the ministerial party— of whom Farnavis was the soul
—Were.ready to win over the Nizam by promises of
grants of forts and jaghirs. (Mostyn’s Letters, the-
24th April, the 98th May, the 24th June, the 23rd
July, the 10th August and the 1st November, 1774),
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grEraRaidt @irzasE %Y dlE gaR FeqEr adia
FEGA & F@l. AAT GFRA] FEE@ED @l AniiEegE
AL ( R4-2—R%-20-208). IRERTAT I® TR
FHNT ANEAET S1ES] AR

ZIZTFIET FIHR DGUENIE I A FAd. 97 99 ST
AT AT FE TEG ¢ WSAEIFHSA FRAR FIZT A1
% S AT FEem. NAFHER ATFREAFT Sear.

qgE A=A 4 gEERaie 949 #ge A9, Fee-ga-
o) 33T @ 9 EERAE AEER Fafe e S
2. gsp. e@RT Al % SFIET 2eu4 st R S dRA
SRwel 1R8] GERI IAT RIEr: — '

The wrse and just administration of Raghoba would

have totally defeated the views those men had formed
of benefitting themselves by the minority of Madhav-
rao. They therefore exerted every artifice and intrigue
to deprive Raghoba of Power. Gopikabai, the widow
of Nana, was a woman deeply given to intrigues
of every kind ... Hence arose the bitter ha'red of
Gopikabai to Raghoba. The ministers availed them-
selves of this circumstance and of her influence with
her young son, to breed a coldness between the uncle
and nephew, which ended in a declared breach, the
total deprivation of power and at length in some degree
in the confinement of Raghoba?,”"—

¢. 7. %, 9L R, L g3
. UFATE @.22. 0.2¥3, 3. R3¥.
- %, Seleckions from the Latters, Despatches aund obher State

Papers, preserved in the Bombay Secretariat, Maratha Series,
Vol. 1, edited by George W. Forrest, B. A., Deccan College.
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“Nana tried his best to induce Sakharam Hari to-
leave Raghunathrao and to join the Ministerial party.
But “Sakharam Hari nobly declared that nothing
should ever induce him to abjure the cause of a
generous master who had been his protector from youth to
manhood, that Roghunathrao' was o soldier and Nana o
cunning cowardly courtier”— (Grant Duff’s History of
the Marathas, Indian Reprint. Vol II p. 250)
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YRagobah, from what I can learn, at present places:
His Chief safety in the Guards, who still have Charge
of the Palace and are the Principal People about H.:sl
Person. Should He continue to Distrust all the Old
Ministers, it is the Current Opinion this Government
will not long remain in the Bramins Hands, as they
are the only Persons that can support Him; and in that.
case they will be Drove to the necessity of forming:.
Parties for their own safety."’ '

Yy wEEm v Al QA AW SIH A AAAES
Sfyaraia Fidlan 9T 9gS). (4. AiRZTERTE A9 [&HF-
Fda 9% @§ 498 FS AR — ,

*«From all I can learn, Money is so Scarce in
the Morattah Camp, that only a part of the Troops are
allowed Provisions, the rest get it as they can, on a
promise of being repaid on their return to Poonah;
this, added to Ragobahs continuing to Distrust. all the
old Mmmters, wuh thelr withdrawing from  Him ‘and

£. Mosbyn's Dlmg Sepbemhar 1773 p. 204.
.. Mostyn’s Diary, November 1773 p. 273.
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3. A History of the Marathas by James Grant
Duff.

> The Third English Embassy to Poona compris-
ing Mostyn’s Diary September 1772—V¥ebruary 1774
and Mostyn’s Letters February 1774—November,
Edited by J. H. Gense, S, J.,Ph, D, and D. R. Banaj
M.A., LL.B.

?  Selections from the Letters, Despatches and
other State Papers preserved in the Bombay Secre-
tariat, Maratha Series I Vol, Hdited by G. W. Forrest,
B. A., Deccan College, Fellow of the Bombay Univer-
sity, 1885.

¥ Forbes’ Oriental Memories Val. I.

History of Mysore.

Bombay Gazetteer Vol VII Baroda,

The History of the Reign of Shaha Alum by

W. Franklin, published in 1798 by Cooper and

Graham. _
¢ Life of Sakharam Hari Gupte by Rai Baha-

dur, B.A. Gupte, London, F. C. 8.
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Opinions

Poonsa 4.

2nd January 1946,
To,

Y. R. Gupte, Esq., B.A., M,R.A S,

Poona QCity.
My dear Mr. Gupte,

Many thanks for the advance copy of your “Life
of Sardar Sakharam Hari Gupte’, which T have
perused with great interest, firstly on saccount of the
heroic character of Sakharam Hari and secondly on
account of your heroic efforts to lift this real hero
from oblivion. In judging a hero it is immaterial

whether he belonged to the losing side or

the winning
gide,

but it is absolutely necessary to examine from all
poseible sources of history how far the hero stuck fast to
the ideals and political or other valuas which he con-
sidered proper and worthy of the sacrifice of his own
life and belongings. I believe Sakharam Hari stands
this test and we must honour his memory, and above

all his heroism, whether we consider it misguided or
otherwise.

An English eritic observed, “Judgments like watches
differ, and every one believes his own."” This state-
ment is, I believe, equally true of our judgments of
historical personages but the gkill of the historio-
grapher consists in focussing all evidence favourable or
otherwise on his sketches of these personages, Like all
your previous writings your present study is weil
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documented and sufficiently factual to enable the
readers to form their own judgment about the hero of
your biography. Maratha History like other branch-
o8 of Indian History is getting re-written every twenty-
five years as new material comes to light. It is only
when all sources of history are exhausted that we can
pronounce a verdict on disputed poiats of this history.
Even counsels for the defence of specific historical
personages are helpful in bringing to our notice the
subtle aspects of disputed facts about these personages
and consequently your remarks in favour of Raghoba
Dada Peshwa are worthy of consideration by any
- gerious tribunal of modern historians.

I am proud to see that you have been devoting all
your leisure and energy even in' your period of retire-
ment to the pursuit of historical studies in a disinter-
ested manner and thus upholding the best traditions of
the ancient Indian scholarship,

With rﬁy Best Wishes for a Happy New year to

you and fo all your literary endeavours,
\

I am,
Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) P. K. Gode

Curator,

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute,
and
Joint- Editor, New Indian Antiquary.



(?)
. Prof. D. V. Gokhale

MA, MR.AS. (Loud.).
431, Shanwar, Poona City,

Subject:—Life of Sardar Sakharam Hari Gupte.
by Mr. Y. R. Gupte, B 4,, M.R A.S, (Lond.).

The striking feature of this Book is the impartial
penetration into the historic past by the writer. He.
places before us various sides, and leaves us there to
give our own judgment.

He has most ably drawn the picture of the great
Prabhu Warrior Sukhram Harij Gupte, which goes to.
prove that other castes were equally wvalient too,
There are very few parallels to the dash and daring
of Sakharam. Hari and his selfless devotion, impartial
attitude and carelessness to sufferings in the adopted
cause impresses upon us most,

More material is need-
ed to write his full life,

The writer has in his impartial manner tried to.
dispel some of the wrong notions prevalent about
Raghoba and Nana Phadanis and in doing s0, has
kept himself true to his historic attitude.

The book is thought-
writer, Mr. Y. R, Gupte,
more volumes of this kind

provoking and we wish the
good energy to bring forth

28 12-45, (5d.) D, V. Gokhale
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«Government of India. No. 1-70/46 G.

Imperial Record Department.
New Delhi, the Sth January 1946,
Dear Mr. Gupte,

Kindly excuse me for not acknowledging your
letter of the 22nd December earlier. T had been away
-on tour and returned here only -last night. I shall
read your monograph on Sakharam Hari Gupte with
interest and profit I have no doubt that the work
bears all the signs of your well known scholarship, I
shall write to you again after I have read the book.

Yours sincerely,

(8d.) S. N. Sen.
oy
Y. R. Gupte, Esq., B.A,, M.R,A.S8,

347/2 Narayan, Poona 2.

Dr. Surendra Nath Sen, M.A., ph.D,, says later;—
+*You have certainly stated your case clearly and in a
straightforward manner. The documents you have
quoted in extenso will prove useful to students of the
period.”

No. 9.616/46-4,

New Delhi, the 6th February ’46.

125, Rashbehari Avenue,
Calcutta.
12tk January 1946,
Dr. P. C. Gupta. M.A.. Ph.D., of Calcutta, writesi—
It is a pity that we did not Have a ‘monograph on
‘Sakharam Hari Gupte, Your book is very readable
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and will be of great interest not only to research
students but also to the general reading public. By
writing this book, you have not only fulfilled your
obligation to your ancestor (Sakharam Hari) but also
carved the gratitude of all students of history.

It is extremely nice of you to send me an advance

copy of your book. I trust it will meet with the re-
cognition it deserves.

With kind regards,
Yours sincercly,

(Sd.) P.C. Gupta

#

To,
Y. R. Gupte, Bsq. B.A, M.R,AS.
347/2 Narayaun, Poona.

——

- I congratulate Mr. Y. R. Gupte for presenting the
life of Sakharam Hari Gupte, a distingunished soldier,
brave and extraordinarily devoted to his party.

Mr. Gupte has, in my opinion, taken a very fair
and impartial view of the faots relating to the ¢‘sad

end” of Narayanrao Peshwa and [ agree with him for-
reasons stated below, '

The evidence of statements of Mahamud Esoof and
Tuls_’a Pawar is worthless and undependable asthey are:
nnt_-.m‘culpa.tory and are by-accomplices, They are not
again corroborated by independent evidence, They also:
show that the plot was for arresting Nagayanrao and
that it did not go beyond this. : :

‘ Thp statt.arnent by Raghunathran, at the time of
_Prayachehitta is only seemingly important; but ,gon-
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gidering the facts estated in the letter of Appajiram
Sahasrabudhe that the draft of the statement was pre-
pared by one Visajipaatbapu, and that it was first
objected to by Raghunathrao on the ground that it
exaggerated the delinquency and was later agreed upon
by him only on pressure and also because Anandibai
wished to bring about conciliation anyhow with
Gopikabai, the statement cannot be considered as of
free will and again it being made after the lapse of a
long time, has no legal value-whatsover.

When, on the other haud, the facts that the charge
of murder against Raghunathrao was first preferred
only after two years and Raghunathrao received a
wound while defending Narayanrao are taken into
account there remains no ground whatsover to find
Raghunathrao guilty of murder or abetment of murder
of Narayanrao,

I would like to add, in the end, that I come to this
view on the evidence adduced in the book before me,

(Sd) R. A. Tamhane.

(Retired District and Sessions
Judge, Baroda State)

12th Junwary 46,

Shivajinagar.
% R'Bp.i",gigfil,‘: Sth Jan. 1946,
Retired Senior Police Prosecutor
& Pleader, Poona.

I read tho book “The Life of Sakharam Hari
Gupte”, written.by my friend Mr. Y. R. Gupte, with
much interest, It is the outcome of his deep study of
Maratha History, Itisa book that must be chewed

B

e ey e —
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and digested, as Lord Bacon puts it, Mr. Gupte de-
serves congratulations for having written such a book
of immense historical value. It is bound to adorn the
History Section of any good library. I know that Mr.
Gupte’s study of Maratha History is of long standing,
While writing his book, he has supported his views
with all the available authorities and references which
were within his reach. For instance, his judgment on:
the much disputed question regarding the death of
Narayan Rao Peshwais well-balanced, fair and impar-
tial. I fully agree with him. Narayan Rao was not
murdered, He did pot commit suicide. though Dr.
Ranade of Belgaum tried to prove it in his latest book_
Mr, Gupte opines that Narayan Rao must have beep,
killed in the scuffle, while Sumersing tried to arrest
him under orders of Raghunath Rao. I think thag
Sumersing might havedealt him a death-blow for the
sake of his own safety. None wanted to kill Narayan
Rao, On the contrary, Raghunath Rao exerted to save
him when Narayan Rao ran to his uncle for help.
Anandi Bai was too good a woman to have any hand:
in the killing of Narayan Rao. The change of her
baving changed the letter ¢Dha” into “Ma’ is
unhistorical and false, Itis a mere fiction. Though
Nana Fadnavis may not have direct hand in the
affair, it can’t be believed that an astute statesman as
he was, he was not aware of the plot which was being
hatched for a long time. The subsequent confession
of Raghunath Rao at the time of Prayashchitta being
under compulsion has no legal value. On the whole,
I am glad to state that the book has impressed me
much on account of Mr, Gupte’s dispassionate writing..
Sd./-G. R. Pangarkar.
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I have to thank Mr, Y. R. Gupte for giving me
an opportunity tc express my opinion oan the life of
Sakharam Hari Gupte written by him in spite of his
ill-health. Tt is no doubt a life of a Great Warrior
who happened to live in the most troublesome period
when the Peshwas were losing their past glory and
fallen in the hands of the ministers whose zeal for the:
solidarity of the Maratha power had almost vanished
and whose energy and statemanship as well wase
wasted in the management of the internal affairs which
almost proved to be unsuccessful. Mr Gupte, in deal-
ing with his hero, had to deal with Raghunath-Rao
and Napa Fadnvis and other important persons -of
those times. He has written this book with the great-
est caution and ample authorities. His observations
on the conduct of various persons who played some
part or the other are well-balanced. What Raghunath
Rao should have done under particular circumstances in
which he was placed by the persecuting tendencies of
the Ministers and particularly of Nana TFadnavis is
difficult to say. However, one can not but come to
the conclusion that the wisdom and statesmanship of
Nanpa Fadnavis were utilised on a wrong side and
hence, no good advantage of Raghunath Rao’s bravery
and sta.unch adherance of his assistance like Sakharam
Hari Gupte was taken by him.
‘ ) sd./-R. R. Tipnis,
Poona, Dated 27-12—45. §  (Retired Sut-Judge, C.P.}



L

Il l\n

N &
L\
‘Q‘ T ]

L\

Qlﬂ Cex 2L
()

gﬂfé" SR T aEE 4. U TH R AERIgE =2-
qﬁﬁa \m'aa,\.‘ AT t’énasrma’r SIIET AR AB1E atn’arr
aﬂma WAL GESaga FEFRAET gA0 Az FAl FSIA F
F1  AAATRE@FAAFAT A FE GEA QAL FAG]
IR aidt wRE D907 @S AFYA ALIGATH EFHR-
aRTar ARAlT FAR@Egiig @isar 1 FUAAEES 7| Sie-
3t w1, Fsuiz=ar fafEE-afhd=a FadEed 1 T9
AT aFE 2l i INT BiggE Aad, T wEEs 93bR
W fEesar Weemr g@rA glicar @9 ARFiEE 4 A
WRT AeA q1gfF gesd (i@ dpg gadm
F& ¥ 9fg folde @R, Fvady gg1 48 @i=aiar Sl
Segs WAEE FaE F35 A g A qEaFIal IF
RIS R, @R sw@n a4 ) SEe udiarEr d 3ae
9 Az dizer WE @ PR dEE @ardt smd g 1A
AT wAF 7 Alqor Far wHa SeAdE ZFq wEaim d
SIORAT |NAGEe wgew Ulge. € aiEr epimamer angdl
TS SF AeA ¥, WAEE ®3F Al
g8 FEIT Cﬁ[c’ﬂﬁ' W FAIA @S AlRd. A;| Al
FAIMR 3T gawd 34 3 A UgFAHRAT @A q9q=
AW Sqiear gt 9 @il 3 =T WS Ad qvers
Rz Tzl o, aweomaisan awia afia frana g
8, A s gdig laﬁml MUF wQUT FF 2,
'aﬁqll?-: FETATT T4 A, AW AT ggARGIE qor FEag JA
BI@S @183 o7l Hieee T amEad aeg SeaE |92
T 9 A% ¥ FzE. Amareidie FF ABARFZEUT FRA
HaF Fwa q3% 7 amed A fom g4 9%% FHeagze F00-
argr -w%marar EBIPT] camr eI A faaT yzond AL
i fﬂaﬂmlaﬂ qiaiaEiAar  gmEm S FOaid . g il
S A TAES iy W A, r. Al ., H(B

—SFSFIE, 2% |¥|¥ &

“\a



|

TV QYNHITE, VN
ofeETRE 99 SR ghh-aaiE

&l aify Taga 99 gark T Ay A7 oS, ar afcs
9 QA F9 “UAITE T A1 G B sz’ 3 At
g8” (o qlaua? 9) ¥ MR e-¢-2vv A ol @S,
AR . 2Nqq TNIEET TTASE NG 3=, Faaid
qiteards arsd Foear, Ak di=n Rasfi mns an. 3 2-23-2 3 ¥k
sl o Fid TRETRF 99 9 FegR swfd ar afcdhd
g Rruat Fadt 3 MR shagraas Sasisgd @Es
9id geas fogaq qogiq e dli— '

2 O AT ST EF o 8.0 gz 4 T .us. @A

R WEIRETE WS 930 1N g, Fas-h. i 9. 962,

3 gEQH 0 e AN IRTA—Ie 7, 1, 79, A @

T, AR, T <q. (&9 ).
¥ 549% gars) Ay IRI—F 1. 4. FEHl.

W g NqA (320 aAfEgaas g g sEwst G
FiRT YT A & @ ] e FA UAS &7 T )
sEF-f. @, AIFEH.

gertar aRRudia s TREfes g9 sig S0 g FTE
&I, 93 ar afdier AaaiEsar CLEEIS T Wl e
Sy ( Fe-r-fig ) 7l = g w@aiE AR it
Rerge ar aftafta ar saf=ar a#ma #1q gew @@ S
qEe & afafy it sxeda A AR, AN

ST o Fai=ar SQFAT, TR § gHrgFie 41 i
gfadte 3 @gizg 33 @Eze § el Qi AnTd SR,

a1 G0 AT geaFisar ATTEAS 2 i 7 G ST
. G4l Sy car geawicar GEFAEArRAEd] 33 SAFI D
T G9ET SATaE TR, LAeIRE 1Y gHEme e 920
fg9at S@wEar qamaiatddt Rade saEgr A,

Faniy Hzifta A
. 142 R- 14wt o, g, ¥, gfafy w@=™



S GRIGERE R R G CIGECUIE BT
4z Fo 9.

_ (6]
A1 T IEF & . o
g AEIE Yy
AT | % } off. qi, 7, aAE g¥—o—e
Areagar ! AR
2. A 5= s, qi, o, AT R—¥—o
R wgd ?{ﬁ} oft, 9. T gama L -
Ti= f, © T, TS, Al
¥. BT Ars ar }ﬁ f. w. gege i 1 3
TN =/

4. H}E!m# ERA I } o, 7., W g, 9.

Rl ite Ty, AW, T, 0H, (Fe7) 3—o—°
& 9% g N4 s
B n\} oAy, =, 9, g 2
. ga arad | sfr. . &, arwase ¥—0—0
e gwr—
Revite,

wRmtas g xeraa atafa
I3 FIFATS G| TS

————r s a—






