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Official} Standard English Pouters

AS ADOPTED BY THE
NATIONAL POUTER ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICA

The value of each property is given in points
but not for the purpose of scoring, as the whole
must be taken together, not separately, when
judging a bird on its merits,

Head—Small, dove-shaped, rather oval on
top, narrow, 1.

Beak—Fine mandibles, straight, upper man-
dible overlapping at tip, black in blues and
black, horn color in reds and flesh color in
vellow and whites, 1.

Eyes—Bull in whites, orange or red in all
other colors. (Not broken) 2.

Neck—ILong and straight, 3.

Globe—Fully inflated and round like a toy-
balloon and as large as the bird can carry with
grace and at ease, coming away from the
body at a sharp angle and carried well up, or
forward, showing a slight inflation at back of
neck, 15.

@Girth— Slender as possible, 6.

Back—Narrow, hollow, tapering from shoul-
ders to tip of tail, 5.

walst—Long and narrow as possible from
globe to limbs, 6.

Breast—Convex in shape, showing but lit-
tle keel, 2,

Rump——Narrow, straight, shallow
smooth. vent feathers drawn in tight, 3,

rail— Narrow and closely folded, length in
proportion to size of bird, carried just clear of
floor and in a line with back, 3.

wings—Narrow and flat at sides, well tuck-
ed in, shoulders ecarrifed high up, showing
plenty of thigh, flights narrow and mecting on
top of tall, 3.

Limbs—As long as possible, the longer the
better, set far back on body and close together,
showing but little of the upper or thigh joints,
hocks bent slightly backwards and inwards,
<hanks very long and closely covered with
short white feathers, 18,

Feet—Turned outwards, toes straight and
spread out, covered with long white feathers
called slippers, 3.

Height—Height from floor to top of head
about 16 inches in perpendicular line.

Carriage—Erect, eye plumb over ball of foot,
all properties in perfect proportion, walk
graceful and at ease, stepping forward freely
without straddling, globe under full control,
general appearance dignified, disposition gen-
tle and playful, 10,

Color—Blue, Black, Red and Yellow-pied and
pure white are the standard colors. Color
<ound and even, covered with a sheen of beetle
green, 4.

Marking—(a) Bib—Showing well below the
{hroat about the size of a half dollar piece, 1.

(2)—Crescent—White, clearly defined, be-
ginning half an inch below the eyes at each
side and extending across the front of crop
about 1 1-2 inches ia width at widest part, 3.

and
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(c)—Pinions—About ten white fcathers on
each shoulder in the form of.a rose, 3.

(d)—Belt—The line across the belly about
half way between the crop and limbs well de-
fined, 1.

N. B.—Whites lose all points for color mark-
ing.

FAULTS

Bull Eyes in all colored varieties—colored
eyes other than bull in whites,

Swallow Throat—(The crescent
right up to the under mandible).

Sulp (white feathers on forehead above wat-
tle).

RBing Neck (crescent
neck).

Flat Crop, or carried too much to one side
or crop so long that it appears to spring from
the legs,—over inflation of globe.

Hog back (round shouldered).

Roach Back (hump on back).

Bishoped Wings (rose marking extending
right down to the edge of the butts).

Cow-hocks (bent too much at the knees).

Ricket-kneed (legs apart at the top and
knees together in centre and feet apart at bot-
tom).

Straddling—(legs close together at top and
feet wide apart which makes the bird wabble
when walking, a very bad fault),

Wry-Tall—(Crooked tail).

Pish-tail—(Tatl like a fish).

Split Tall—(Centre feathers far apart).
Feet not perfectly covered with feathers,
Rough feathered limbs, Thigh joints protrud-
ing at the top. ‘
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Official Standard Pigmy Pouters

AS ADOPTED BY
INTERNATIONAL PIGMY POUTER ASS'N.
CENTRAL PIGMY POUTER CLUB

DISQUALIFICATIONS
Coloring or artiticinl alteration,

Out of con-

dition from disease, declded deformity,  For
whites, stained beaks, colored feathers, or if
eyves are not bull., Excessive trimming and
plucking.

GENERAL

The Pigmy Pouter is intended to be a min-
fature English Pouter in type,

There are three views, front, side and rear,
From the front the globe should be well ex-
tended, showing a sharp line at the junction

IDEAL

PIGMY POUTER

of the body: waist,
well tucked ing;

very narrow with wings
wing butts well hidden; legs
straight and together from junction of
body to kneesg, shanks from Kknees to feet
slightly turned out, allowing room e¢nough for
the feet to clear each other; toes well gpread
out, not turncd under,

Bide View—The o¢ye s=hould be plumb over
the ball of the foot: globwe should appear round
showing a slight fullness at back of neck;
wings narrow, carried well up: legs slightly
bent at knees, 5¢0 well ba ™ on the body show-
ing a long walist; tail carried in a line with
the back just clearing the floor when in action.

Rear Virw—Back of shoulders, hollow, very
narrow, gradually tapering to end of tail. Tail
closely folded appearing as one feather,

812> —The length of the bird should not ex-
ceed 11'% in. from point of the beak to the
end of the tail when outstretched The smaller
the bird the better ,providing that everything
is In proportion.

Head—Small and narrow in
the size of the bird,

close

proportiosn. to
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Globe—Should be globular in form, propor-
tionally large, and equally distended at all
partg; to rise well up against the point of the
beak, projecting prominently in front and
showing but a slight fullness back of the neck.

Girth—Slender; the greater the length from
the lower part of the globe to the insertion
of the thighs the better,

Back—Narrow and long, appearing slightly
concave, with a grooved line from base of
neck toward rump; shoulders tucked close to
body.

Breast — Narrow and concave, showing very
little Keel,

Flighis— Should be of sufficient length as to
reanch nearly to the end of the tail, barely
mectinmg at point direetly over and close to the
tail, to fold close and narrow.

Tail—Should be rather short, 20 as to be
carricd just clear of the ground, and narrow
¢nough to harmonize in the general taper of
the bird, round cnded and free from tendency
1o fork at extremity.

Limbs—Generally lengthy, both in thing and
snank, measured from thigh-joints to tip of
teenuil, constituting about three-eights of the
length of the bird., In referring to length it
i€ not necessarily meant the more measure-
moent by rule, but as well a form and position
thut both looks long to the eye and at the
same time enables the bird, when on a level
Hoor. to stand tall and upright without being
tilted forward by its tail

The thighs should be close together and
start from a position well back of the body.
allowing room in front for the much-desired
long waist, the hock but slightly shown, al-
most straight, the entire limb well “stripped”
showing to the fullest extent what length and
form of limb the bird may have. The feet
should incline slightly outward and the knees
in, toes spread, not doubled under or cramped.

Legs and Poot FPeathering— The iegs should
he covered with soft short feathers fitting
clese and forming a complete mask for tne
entire limb, with only enough covering at the
hock to hide the knuckles from view. called
“stocking-legged.” The feet should have long-
er feathers, so thickly =et as to leave no bare
places on the toes exposed. The feathers
should spread from the foot rather suddenly,
forming what is denominated the “slipper.”

Beak—Fine, mandibles straight, the upper
showing sligh' curve at tip and slightly over-
reaching the lower.

Beak.Wattle—Small and fine in texture,

Eyes—‘olored, except whites which should
be bull

Eye.Cere—Fine and thread-like.

Carriage— Upright.

Movements— Majestic and proud, with head
and globe aloft, gait opposed to straddling—
graceful,

VARIETIES

Pleds— Black. blue, red, yellow and silver.

Plain Color— White.

Any Other Colors—Mealies, creams, sandies.
chequers, splashes and mismarked standard-
color birds,
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COLORS AND MARKINGS

Pleds--The head is colored, also the whole
neck and back, including the wing-coverts and
globe, except a crescent shaped band of white
passing around the front of the globe, the
puints or horns reaching within a short dis-
tance of the eye.  The bib or colored patch
coming down from throat and forming the
upper odge of the “crescent” should be large
and well defined . There should also be a few
white feathers on the shoulders, which are
degired, as nearly as may be, to fall separately
one from the other in a small circular pateh
called the “"Rose Pinion.,” There white feath-
¢rs should be free from the edge of of the
winghutt, In Blacks and Blues the color ex-
tends to the end of the tail. Blues should
have black bars across the wings and tail.
In all colored varieties the tdights, thighs, legs,
and feet, also the entire under part of the
body from the keel or line across the breast
should be pure white, In Reds and Yellows
the tail also should be white.

Whites—P'lumage pure white throughout.
The five representative colors ,excepting Blues
and Silvers, should be deep and rich in hue,
The Blue should be light, bright and even
color. Silvers, soft even shade throughout,
with flight and tailbars as dark as possible.

REMARKS

Recognizing the importance of a certain
graceful sweep of outline manifest in a fine
Pouter when in full show, which cannot with
any reasonuble degree of correctness be re-
duced (o figures; recognizing, too, that the
beauty of the specimen depends upon harmo-
ntous combination of properties, rather than
the value of the parts separately taken, In
view of these facts, the judging by points and
reaching conclusions by the scaling process is
held impracticable—hence depreciated.

Bull Eyes—In colored varicties:
eyes other thun bull in whites,

Swall Throat—The crescent
the under mandible.

colored

running up to

Saip—White feathers on forehead above
walttle,
X Ring Nack-—Crescent meeting behind  the
neck.

Flat Globe—Or carried too much to one
side, or globe so long that it appears 1o gpring
from the legs: over inflation of globe,

Hog Back—Ilound shouldered.

Roach Back—Hump on back,

Bishoped Wings— Rose markings extending
right down to the edge or over edge of the
wing butts,

Cow Hocks—Ilent too much at the knees.

Buckling—Knee joints bending too far for-
ward: thigh joints protruding at the top.

Rickett Kneed—l.egs apart at top and Knees
together in center and feet apart at bottom.

Straddling—Any bird that throws its feet
out sideways beyond the plumb line of inser-
tion of the limbs at top.

Wry-Tall-—-Tail carried to one side.

Split Tall—Center feathers far apart,

Spars Limbed -Feet and legs not perfectly
covered with feathers.

Rough Limbed—Long feathers all the way
down the legs, from top to bottom,
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Valuable Suggestions on the Raising of Pouters

By L. G. DURR

IRST—Absolute cleanliness in lott;

plenty of fresh water at all times.

About once a week, put enough per-

manganate of potash in the water
to give it a pink color. This keeps birds
in good health. Supply bath once or
twice a week.

Second—Fced birds on sound grain on-
Ivi be careful to avoid musty, and damp
feed. Secure feed that is aged, never feed-
ing on fresh grain. Supply a good grit
at all times.

Third—Do not force birds in breeding:
about 3 or 4 pairs a year is enough to get
from a hen. If yvou force them, you im-
pair the hen's vitality, strength and stam-
ina, if not for the present vear, certainly
for the next. Do not pump your hens,

Fourth--Never pair two birds together
with the same failing, remembering that
it is much easier to concentrate short-
comings or failings than points of excel-
lence.

Fifth—In pairing up, see that your hen
is good; she is the foundation; it doesn't
matter how valuable the cock is, if vour
hen is bad, your young will be likewise.
Good to get a good cock, but of the two the
hen is the most valuable. A hen produces
her faults in 75 per cent of her progeny,

therefore sce that your hen is blue blood.

Sixth—To breed winners, get gcod stock
or blood; a good stock pair is your best
assent; winners are not often bred from
show birds. Always mate vour very best
pair, the cock and the hen that excel in
the most points, and in turn mate the
best offspring back to their parents, with
a view of intensifying the power w pro-
duce good gqualities. Never mate two birds
that possess the same fauits. If possible,
mate large birds together so as to pro-
duee height and length.

If you read your neighbor's copy of the
Journal, do him a good turn by subscrib-
img vourself. Of course, we'll appreciate
it too.

I am pleased to note that vou are giving
the addresses of the exhibitors of the
large shows, and think this is a fine idea.
A little free advertising cannot help but
make friends for the Journal. You will
no doubt be able to secure many adver-
tisements and subscriptions from the
Fancy pigeon men in the East if you go
after them, and there are many more
breeding pigeons than we realize.—W. S.
Wellman, Cleveland, Ohio.
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PIGMY POUTERS FROM KANSAS CITY

First picture shows "a few real White Pigmies,”

about forty whites in all,

80 says their owner, Mr. Nash. He has

Next picture shows “three Pigmy cranks.,” one of which is8 our

genial friend, Harry P>. Baldwin of Kansas City, who is well known throughout the country
ag a judge, breeder and exhibitor of Pigmy Pouters.—Photos from R. J. Nash, Kansas City.Mo.

Scientific Breeding of Pigmy Pouters Required

By R J. NASIHI

T one time we let our birds mate

almost to suit themselves and were

satisfied with the results, This

method of breeding has long since
been discarded and we spend much of
our spare time studying out the points
of Pigmy DPouter breeding.

It is of great interest to watch carefully
the results obtained from a certain pair
to which a great deal of thought has been
given when mating.

It is a hard matter today to hreed win-
ners at the big shows but that's just what
makes it so interesting, for if we could
breed prize winners from every 1est there
would be nothing to it.

What we are striving for is a miniature
English Pouter and only by constant effort
and thought can we reach this goal.

One important thing is that too many
of us try to breed for quantity instead of
quality. It is much better to have a few
good birds that you can watch and study
closely than to have many and let them
breed hit or miss,

Another important thing is to establish
a good strain and do not keep putting too
much strange blood in it or you will not
get anywhere,

The Pigmy Pouter should be an up-
standing, high shouldered bird with a
round globe, not too large to be carried
nicely. Limbs should be long and set

back under the body as far as possible
and close together.

Pigmy Pouter breeders should encour-
age the young boys to raise them, as they
will be our future fanciers and the breed-
ing of pigeons will keep them closer to
home and out of mischief.

Come, boys, let us make the Pigmy
Pouter the foremost breed of pigeons in
America.—Kansas City, Mo.

If yvou have sick birds, get a copy of
“Pigeon Disecases,” price 7d¢ per copy, as
advertised in this issue.

Pulling out tail feathers of the yeung-
sters when about eight weeks old helps
them to get through their baby molt in
much better condition.

Damp weather and drafts have a ten-
deney to cause colds and sore eyes among
young birds and often this is a serious
ailment in a flock when the fly pens are
damp.

Fanciers who have trouble with young-
sters going light after the old birds quit
feeding them should make it a point to
leave the youngsters in the same pen
as the old birds until they learn to feed
themselves,
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For an Interesting Hobby Breed the Pouter

By H. P.

HERE is no better diversion from

the cares and worries of all Kinds

than a fine aristocratic bunch  of

Pigmies,  There much  friendh-
ness about the Pigmy, much hKke a dog's
devotion to the master, showing interest
and love in return,  In the morning, the
Pigmy will salute you or in the evening
they will welecome vou, especiaily when
vou have a good feed for them day or
night regardless of the honr,

No artist with all his skill and imagi-
nation can picture anything more heanti-
ful than the Pigmy., The wonderful griace
and body formution, rich color and feather
markings all in perfeet harmony and in
full Keeping with the general stlye of the
bhird,—a dignified well groomed aristoerat.

For real pleasure T heartily recommendd
the purchase of a few pair of Pigmy Pou-
ters, A few good pairs rather than too
many is the proper way to start.  Get

is

BALDWIN

vour birds from a relinble breeder, but
don't do hke so many novices do. They
usk for stock birds and then put these
birds in shows and the judges don't award
them any prizes. Then they come back
and say brids are only culls. Don’t look
for a X100 pair for S5,

Al real Pigmy fanciers are busy, tryving
to improve their own loft and trying to
boost the Pigmy clubs, The 1. P, P. A
and the C. P. P. C. are welcome te all,

If in doubt as to the variety to Keep
just drop in some pigeon show and yon
will soon he convineed of the most won-
derful and popular breed, THE PIGMY.
A real Pigmy fancier will visit all the
other allevs looking at the wonderful dis-
play of different kinds, but yvou will find
him back in Pouter alley in a very few
minutes with his mind made up that he
has the most beautiful bird in America.—
Kansas City, Mo,

My Experiences in Raising the Pigmy Pouters

By JOHN

HE Pigmy Pouter is a small repro-

duction of the ideal type of the Eng-

lish Pouter and the Standard shall

govern in all respects except size.
A Pigmy when outstretehed shonld meas-
ure froni the point of heak to the end of
the tail 18's inches or less. The thighs
should be close together and set well hack
on the body. A Pigmy  without long
limbs and proper shape will not  give
much of an acconnt of himself at the
show, A pair of well set linbs sets a
Pouter off much more than a well formed
globe on a Pouter with short misplaced
limbs,

I think the Latter part of February is
about the right time to mate the birds
unless severe weather shonld interfere,
A nicely shaped hen mated fo a good
colored, well marked cock an ideal
maling.

Pigmy Pouters will not  alwavs feed
their voung, Therefore it 15 a good idea
to have a few pair of good feeders on hand
such as Homers, Kings, Carneanx and
Tumblers to use as feeders shonld the

s

NACHaAR
Pouters not feed their voung. I think the
Pigmy Pouter is a very nice little hird and
can be Kept very tame in a pen without

others hirds,  althongh it takes a litde
time to get them tamed and it for the
shows, A great deal of time can be saved

by talking to them whenever going into
or near the pen. By doing that, birds will
always he tame,

The Kansas City Pigmy breeders are
working very hard to produce better hivds
cach season and things are looking pretty
good arovud Kansas City. Kansas City
las the Pigioy fever. Evervone {alks Pig-
mies,  There are several Pigmy breeders
in Kansas City, some just starting in the
gane, some old timers that gave up the
breed are now trving once more to raise
some of the long legged creatures, as they
tell me they feel lost without then.

The Pigmy brecders are all very busy
watching the eggs pip and the young
hateh and don’t take much time in telling
what they are doing. Do not get Pigmy
wild. I, myself, have about thirty voung-
sters.—Kansas City, Mo,
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How Best to Breed the Prize English Pouters

By E. C

N breeding English Pouters I would

advise Keeping at least two pairs of

feeders for each  pair of  Pouters.

Pouters are fair feeders but they are
not the best setters, A great many of
them break their eges, or will leave them
after setting on them for a few dayvs, |
think in a great many eases their eggs
are broken by the band on their legs and
the longest limb bird usually breaks the
most eggs. When 1 find a broken egg in
the nest it usnally is crushed o little on
one side and it is generally where the
band touches it,

The best way to prevent this is when
the Pouters lay to shift their eggs under
a pair of feeders, Then take the feeder's
eggs and give them to the Pouters, but
this <hould be remembered,—the eggs of
the feeders should have been Iaid within
a day or two or the same day as the
Pouters’. [T have some Pouters that are
just as good setters and feeders as any
other varieties, and where 1 have birds of
this kind I use them for feeders, but yon
have to know your birds. After the young
are four or five davs old there is very little
danger, as the Pouters will feed them just
as good as any other variety,

Anvone expeeting to buy a few birds
aned raise a Hlock of yvoung each scason
might just as well forget it, as he will be
disappointed.  If von get two or three
pair of youngsters from each pair a sea-
son you are doing mighty fine,

The carly hatehed birds are what all
Pouter breeders strive for, as it takes a
little longer for a Pouter to mature than
it doex most other varieties, It takes about
six weeks before a yvoung bird will be
able to take care of itself, while in most
other varicties the voung at four weeks
are able to look after themselves, While
the voung Pouter is still in the nest it is
a good idea to keep plenty of soft material
under him, such as cut straw or coarse
sawdust or better still chips that you can
get at a planing mill, as this gives the
voung a kind of foothold and enables him
1o get upon his limbs.

After the young have reached the age of
four weeks a good plan is to pnt them
on the floor of the loft in a slatted coop
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about eighteen inches high by three feet
long, and about two feet wide, lHave the
slats up and down on the sides and ends
wide enough apart so that the young can
get their heads throngh, This will enable
the yvoung to see what is going on abont
them and they can see the old hirds pick-
ing up feed, and by throwing a little feed
in the coop the old birds will reach in and
pick up what feed they can reach. The
voung seeing them will soon learn to eat.
The parents of the voung will also feed
them through the slats. This coop will
also Keep the old birds from scalping the
voung which they would certainly do if
the yvoung had no protection.

After the voung have learned to eat and
have sufficient strength in their limbs
they can be turned ont with the old birds
with perfect safety, as by this time the
old birds have gotten used to seeing them
and will not harm them. [ have had as
many as six in the coop at a time,  An
carly hatched bird has all the hest of it
at the Fall and Winter shows and while
he should be of the proper type, if he does
not show up the judge will overlook him.

While English Pouters are not the cas-
iest 1o raise, they are a good deal like
breeding thoronghbred horses. One does
not alwavs breed a winner, but when he
does, “Oh, Boyv!™ vou are well paid for all
vour frouble,

I have known of first prize birds at the
Pouter Club meet bringing as high as
=200, Well, this will huy some feed, and
hesides look at the advertising one gets,

In mating birds always pick out bivds
of the best type. Don’t mate up two birds
with the smne fanlts,  If von shonld have
a cock hird that is good in all points ex-
cept that he is not long enough in limb
mate him to a hen that is extre long in
limb even if the hen is a little weak in
other points,

When vou do not know the parents of
vour birds it is a good idea to mate birds
with the best points, but should you know
what is back of your stock bivd, even if
he should not be the hest looker you need
not be afraid to breed from him.—Kansas
City, Mo.
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ARISTOCRATS OF THE PIGEON FAMILY

Picture shows a few of the quality Pigmies owned by Mr. Nash,

He says $2000 would not

buy his prescnt flock, and the winnings made by Mr. Nash's birds during the past show sea-
gon prove that he has the "goods."—FPhotos from R. J. Nash, Kansas City, Mo,

The Breeding and Training of Pigmy Pouters

By JOHN J.

HARDLY know where to begin to talk
about breeding and training of Pig-
my Pouters, In the first place, I am
so much interested that 1 sort of feel

that my opinion is too biased.

I feel that most writers of articies on
their particular breeds alwavs begin at
the middle and get into fine detoils, alto-
gether too far advanced for the majority
of the breeders: many times | have wished
for an article or some publication which
would deal with the beginner and I don't
know but what I would be willing to tack-
le it myself, for no other reason than the
mere need of it

Let us begin for instance with the un-
derstanding that the party knows how to
care for the ordinary pigeon, such as a
suitahle loft with flight or exercising
space, fresh water daily, with an oceca-
sional bath, suitable grit and hard whole
grain as food, but being particular to have
the ration balanced: 0o many, many fan-
ciers feed their pigeons on nothing else
but cracked corn, and it surprises me that
their birds do as well as they do, which
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of course speaks well of the stock and
blood from which they came.

Now then, the care of the Pigmy Pouter
varies very little from that of Tumblers,
Fantails, Orientals or in fact almost any
of the more common varieties of fancy
pigeons, but English Pouters are in a
class all by themselves, and the subject
is 80 decidedly different 1 will refrain
from expressing myself herein.

I pronounce the Pigmy Pouter to be the
aristocrat of the pigeon family. The main
reason that he is dubbed this name is
because he is so proud and such a grand
actor, and mighty graceful about it too.
Other hreeds have their merits, but 1
think a little Pigmy cock playing and
blowing his globe and jumping about in
full action, is about as an attractive bird
as there is, barring none, and a Pigmy
hen that is well trained is certainly most
sociable and lovable. It is said that the
Pouter family is the only variety that
responds with active recognition to their
master's voice.

So much has been said pro and con
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about the desirable points of the Pigmy
Pouter that it seems unnccessary for me
to tout long limbs closely set, a full round
globe, high shoulders and narrow wings
with knife edges, and an upstanding bird
that does not buckle at his Kknees, of
course arve the main desirable points, but
let me say right here that these desirable
points do occur but it is hard to obtain
them all in one bird, and particularly so
from so-called stock birds procured here
and there.

I believe that the breeding of Pigmy
Pouters is no different than the seientifical
breeding of any other animals, and I mean
to emphasize the old adage that “Blood
will tell,” and I certainly have demon-
strated this time and again by Keeping
an unattractive individual because its
parents and grand parents were desira-
bhle specimens, a thing which in itself
seems often times poor judgment.  But
when yon get a topper yvoungster from
this judgment it is most gratifving, and
I might say right here that my famous
“Blue Bell”™ was from such a combination,
I might tell of her if it would be interest-
ing.

Blue Bell is a 1919 bird and as far back
as 1915 I started a strain of my own along
radical lines. T iatentionally inbred for
several generations, very fine show birds
and I proved that this inbreeding reduced
the size, but many other points were im-
proved upon. Then by breeding these
very fine-grained little fellows to large
English Pouters I found that I did not
lose the desirable Pouter properties, as the
size wus reduced. I have proven from ex-
periment that a mongrel bred Pigmy is
so strong blooded that his properties are
outstanding when bred to a fine grained
English Pouter. So Blue Bell's father was
in himself a most unattractive individual,
being much wider in limb than either
of his parents, and her mother was one
of these fine grained undersized Pigmies.
Then again T have bred back toward the
English bird time and again to secure
stock birds, and 1 might say right here,
that for several vears in succession my
breeding was for stock birds only, this
being particularly true in my whites.

For the past two years [ have had no
goal in mind except to ultimately estab-
lish a strain of White Pigmies that I

209

could call my own production, and I have
bheen able to sec no real satisfactory re-
sults in the finished article until just this
last year. 1 am happy to say that this
spring I have about eight pairs of whites
from which I have every confidence that
I will produce several desirable show
birds, and if 1 should be fortunate enough
to win any distinction with them, [ shall
have the extreme satisfaction of being
able to say that I not only bred the win-
ners myself but that I bred their parents,
grand parents and great grand parents,
ete,, and through several vears of dis-
couraging work, ultimately acquired the
desired laurels. This I have already ac-
complished in blues and am very close
on to them with my silvers.

Previous to a few years ago it scemed
to be quite a secret to breed Pigmies from
English birds but it has been several years
now that this secret has been commonly
known. Many have tried it and most of
them have given it up as a bad job, main-
ly because they did not start with proper
material on either side, They seemed to
think that any old kind of an English hen
was all that was required and while the
English Pouter is the furtherest advanced
with Pouter properties it should not be
taken for granted that any English bird
is suitable for breeding to Pigmies, and
the same holds good on the Pigmy side.
All Pigmies are not adapted for breeding
to English birds, ete. Most breeders who
have given it up as a bad job found that
by the time they had the size reduced
they had lost all of the English proper-
ties, and accordingly quit the job, while
if they had breed back a half breed to an
English bird, simply to exaggerate the
English propertics, which of course would
take a year longer on this one cross, they
might have had better success. One of
the things that has made the whole thing
so attractive to me is because it seemed
so impossible, and like every other covet-
ed prize, the unattainable is most desired.
—Boston, Mass.

J. A. Leland, Route 9, Springfield, 111,
a breeder of Birmingham Rollers, White
Pigmy Pouters and Racing Homers, says:
“Am glad that you are covering the whole
field and will be with you as an adver-
tiser when 1 have surplus birds to sell."
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The Pure Bred Swiss Mondaines to the Front

By WILBUR T.

SUPTOSE that at would he a pretty
vood 1dea to expliin why some of the
are farnishing  Mr.
HTolluenn Swiss Maondiome ar-
ticles in this issues Aned as D helieve that
my letter to Meo Hollmanme expressed it
prety o well Towill quote part of it: "We
have been dong <o mnch Jately that we
would ke to get i out of onr syvsten.”
In other words heen so
good we can atford a hittle extra adver-
tisement at this thime and as we have been
progressing so nicely and as every one in

broeders

with

Swiss

business has

the pigeon bustess appears to be wateh-
ing the Record's progress, it is no more
than right that we shonld let others Know
whiat we have been doing.

In Mayv af 1920, the Swiss Mondaine
Record  Association received ils incorpo-
viation papers from Sacramento and ol
lowing this, requested  ALL who  had
Swisy Mondaines of pure breeding to af-
filinte themselves with the Record. Then
we regquested that they furnmsh as con-
clusive proof of the pnre hreeding of their
hirds. However, we offered to do most of
the tracing for them . Al that we wanted
of them was a statement from whom they
purchiased their birds and the date of par-
chase,

We gave no elue as to what blood would
bhe considered aceeptable but strange to
say over 9790 of the recorded blood is in-
directty from one loft and, it is interesting
to see how this same blood in different
breeders hanpds has heen “tonted™ as the
“hest blood™ in the breed.

This original Register as it was ecalled
was opened on May 10th, 1920, and closed
on September 31st of the same yvear.

Harvdly had the Original Register been
closcd, when it was evident that guite a
few bhreeders with A1 birds had heen left
ont,  Now, as the Record wishes to meet
every breeder MORE than half wayv —the
Board of Directors at the President’'s sug-
gestion decided to re-open the Original
Register for these tardy ones—from April
I5th, 1921, untl June I1st, 1921, when it
will he closed for all time,

This is your opportunity if you have
unrecorded Swiss and it is adso vour pro-
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tection 1f yvou have no Swiss  awd are
Hunking of ever getting some of theny,—
because after June Ist, a hreeder either
has recorded birds or there is something
the matter with either the wecder or his
Swiss, that makes it impossible for him to
secure the registration of his bhirvds,

There will he no excuse this time for
overlooking  the thev will be
published in all leading pigeon periodicals
in this conntry.

How rapidly the pure red  idea is
spreading is hest shawn by the fact that
one of Austrabuc's Jeading poultry papers
has Just published a Swiss Special in
whitch their leading brecders arve advoeat-
g an Australian Registration for the
Pure Bred Swiss in that country,

At the recent National, leaders of other
breeds expressed a desire to form Rec-
ords for their Breed and two of our lead-
g Shows, the National and the “Garden,”
lave expressed a willingness to provide
special classes for the Pure Breds. The
Amervican Pigeon Clab has been reguoest-
ol to further our ecanse and that they
will, goes without saving as the Federal
Government recognizes®ns and we have
the recognition of our leading Shows,

What the Breed is capable of doing is
best told by the breeders themselves at
this time, but it will not be long until the
Record has facts and figares that will
convinee the most skeptical that the Pure
Bred Swiss Mondaine ix the squabbing
bird of the future-—Oxnard, Calif.

thittes as

Send ux a photograph of vour host bird,
Such pictures should be as elear and dis-
tinct as possible.

How about that article you have been
planning to write?  Better send 11 alonzx
and we'll publish it the first opportunity.

“Just a line to thank vou for the won-
derful Journal and the service vou ren-
der. T certainly enjoy reading vour Jour-
nal and farthermore | found out quite a
munber of things I did not know., Am
renewing my subseription and hope that
vou will kKeep up the good work.,"—A. R.
Sieg, Blue Island, TN,





