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PREFACE.

THE present age is distinguished by a great
advancement in general knowledge. This intel-
lectual progress is not confined to either sex, or
to any particular class; it is almost universal.
Young English women, however humble their
birth and station, are diligently instructed in our
parochial schools. Numerous institutions pro-
mote the education of the middle class of society
in languages and sciences. Colleges are being
established in many quarters, where professors of
repute direct and promote the learning of pupils
in the higher branches of literature.

Considering the future influence for good
or for evil, which our English women will one
day exercise on each household respectively, on
husbands, children, and servants, and therefore
collectively on the entire nation, it is of su-
preme importance that religious principles and
habits be so implanted in their youth, so rooted
in their education, as to grow with their growth,
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and strengthen with their strength; that religion
may never be supplanted by mere human know-
ledge and attainments, which, however useful
and necessary, were not designed to super-
sede that divine wisdom, which, descending from
above, is so inseparably connected with the soul
and her future well-being, when tongues shall
cease, and human knowledge shall vanish away.

Valuable is the testimony afforded by one of
our English Churchwomen on this very subject.
She had made great progress in the mathematics,
the classical languages, and general philosophy.
Her strong memory and exalted mind made her
covet more and more knowledge, and in this
particular alone, she would often say, It was a
sin to be contented with but a little.” But after
all this, with profound humility of mind, she
would cry out with St.Paul, “I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus, my Lord.”

] have heard her say,” we are informed by
her biographer, * that human learning was worth
nothing, unless it leads to the knowledge of
Christ revealed in the Gospel as the only Saviour.
‘What availeth Solomon’s skill,” she would ask,
“in all the works of Nature, if by them we be
not brought to see the God of Nature? What is
it to be so skilful in astronomy, as that, by the
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motions of the heavens, we can foretell things
here below, if we never study by our holy prac-
tices to come thither? What is it to be so
skilful in arithmetic, as that we can divide and
subdivide to the smallest fraction, if (as God
hath revealed to us in His Holy Word), we do
not learn to number our days, that we may apply
our hearts unto wisdom 2 What is it for a phy-
sician to be skilful in foreseeing and preventing
the diseases of the body, if (as God hath revealed
unto him) he knoweth not where to find that
balm of Gilead, the wine and oil of that Sa-
maritan, the Lord Jesus Christ, to pour into the
festered wounds of his own soul and conscience 2”
While engaged in our studies it will be wise to
compare the mere temporary use and application
of many kinds of knowledge with the infinitude
of the divine life, which, in its effects, advan-
tages, and duration, is commensurate only with
eternity itself. Are not the refinements and ac-
complishments of the present day, frequently
carried to such an excess as almost to obliterate
the principle from the youthful mind, that re-
ligion ““is the one thing needful?”
. What can impress upon the mind a more
powerful conviction of the wisdom of being re-
ligious, than a contemplation of these instances
which so forcibly remind us that it is appointed
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for us once to die, and that much is required
to fit us for that change; and that pleasant
vanities, personal accomplishments, and a progress
in elegant literature and modern languages, can-
not afford the required assistance in such a work ?

While thoughts of wisdom, derived from a
consideration of the end of all things, suggest
many warnings against the unprofitable hours
of idleness, vanity, and pleasure, reflections
upon the extensive influence of female piety
afford many encouragements to a diligent, use-
ful, and religious course of life. The personal
piety of the prophet Samuel, and those nu-
merous benefits which he conveyed to the nation
as ruler and judge, were the divine response
to his mother Hannah’s supplication and tears.
We know not how much of the faith which
is in Christ Jesus, the Holy Spirit may have
imparted to the soul of the youthful Timothy,
through the teaching of Lois and Eunice, or
to how great an extent their instruction may
have enabled him “as a child to know the Holy
Scriptures,” which made him ‘ wise unto sal-
vation.” His knowledge was conveyed, and
his character formed under a mother’s care,
and he became one of the greatest ornaments
of the primitive church, preaching the words
of eternal life, and as overseer or bishop, in-
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trusted to ‘ commit the same truths to faithful
men, who should be able to teach others also.”

From these instances recorded in the Holy
Scriptures we may pass on to the succeeding his-
tory of the Christian Church, which presents to
us several examples most clearly showing the re-
ligious impressions produced by mothers, wives,
sisters, and daughters, on the minds and habits
of those dwelling under the same roof; many
individuals, whose characters had thus been
formed, being raised, in after life, by Divine
Providence, to the highest stations of honour and
usefulness in the Church of Christ; and affording
unto woman every encouragement from above to
cultivate the saving knowledge of religious truth,
and, so far as she can, assiduously to communi-
cate the blessing to others.

Macrina, the sister of St. Basil the Great,
was named after her grandmother. When yet
a child, Macrina manifested a strong religious
feeling, and delighted in works of piety. Be-
fore she was twelve years old she knew the
Psalter by heart. On the death of her betrothed,
Macrina led a single life, and devoted herself to
the duties of the family circle, assisting her
mother in the education of her numerous brothers
and sisters, of whom St. Basil the Great was one.
He was born A.p. 329, in the town of Neo
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Casarea, and, from his infancy, he was dedicated
to God. Lying at the point of death, his life
was granted to the faithful prayers of Basil and
Emmelia, his father and mother. From the
tenderest age lessons of piety were carefully
bestowed upon him—the effects of which were
permanent. For, with beautiful simplicity, St.
Basil says, in one of his letters, “the idea of
God which I had from my blessed mother, and
from my mother Macrina, has ever grown with
me.” Much of his childhood seems to have been
spent under the roof of his grandmother, who had
been herself a pupil of Gregory Thaumaturgus,
and was well able to lay a good foundation for
the future learning of her grandson. The history
of the Church testifies how great was the Divine
blessing bestowed on the labours of those pious
women,

The biography of St. Chrysostom affords a
somewhat similar instance. The father Secundus
died shortly after the birth of his son, Chryso-
stom, leaving him in the tutelage of his mother,
Anthusa, named also Secunda, who became a
widow at the early age of twenty. He could
hardly have had a better guardian; for her cha-
racter seems to have been one of no ordinary
stamp ; it was marked with piety, decision, and
prudence. Young as she was she might have
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pleaded her need of an assistant and protector
to her children. Anthusa, however, resolved to
devote herself entirely to their education, and
so to bring up her son, that in after years she
might take pleasure in reflecting on the sacrifices
she now made for him. The gratification ex-
perienced in the piety and persuasive preaching
of her son, far exceeded her expectations.

Of St. Ambrose it is recorded that he enjoyed
the greatest of all domestic advantages, the con-
stant influence of a happy, pious, home. His
sister, Marcellina, resided with her mother, and
devoted herself to works of charity and piety.
Her superior age, and the holiness of her life,
gave Marcellina the strongest influence over her
brothers. They seem always to have preserved for
her a most devoted affection, amounting almost to
veneration, and throughout his most active epis-
copate, Ambrose corresponded amply and confi-
dentially with this beloved sister, who received the
recompense of beholding in him one of the most
eminent of the Fathers of the Christian Church.

Of Gregory, the father of Gregory Nazi-
anzen, we thus read in Dr, Cave’s lives of the
primitive Fathers.! ¢ He had been unhappily
educated in an odd sect of religion, a kind of

(1) Third vol. octavo, pp.2 and 3,“ Lives of the Primitive Fathers,”
by W. Cave, D.D.
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Samaritan mixture, made up of Judaism and
Paganism, or rather some select rites of each.
The chief instrument of his conversion was his
wife, who continually plied him with prayers
and importunate persuasions, which at length
made impression. A Providential circumstance
happened which turned the scale. He dreamed
one night, that he sung that passage in David’s
Psalms, ‘I was glad when they said unto me,
let us go into the house of the Lord.” This way
of singing seemed a little strange to him, but
withal inspired him with a secret pleasure and
delight. - The good woman, his wife, was not to
be taught how to improve the passage, which she
explained and urged with all its advantages; she
magnified the mighty kindness and condescension
of heaven, pressing him not to be wanting to his
own salvation, nor any longer to resist the call of
God, but immediately to break through what-
ever stood in the way to hinder him. He now
yielded up himself to her importunity, and that
nothing might be wanting, an opportunity pre-
sented itself to crown and complete it. Leontius,
bishop of Cesarea, passing that way, received
Gregory as a catechist and baptized him.”

Of Nonna, the mother of Gregory, to whom
we have just alluded in the preceding narrative,
as having been an instrument in the hands of God

FEp—
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for the conversion of her husband, it is further
related, that she was one of the most eminent of
her sex. A woman descended from a pious
family, whose virtues she improved to such a
height, that (if we may believe the account which
her son everywhere gives of her) she became for
piety the wonder of her age. Children she then
had none, at least but one daughter (if Gorgonia
was her eldest), and was eagerly desirous of a son,
in which behalf she often solicited Heaven, pro-
mising, as Hannah did in the like case, if God
gave her one, she would entirely devote him to
His service. Her prayers, like those of Hannah,
prevailed above, and God, to satisfy her present
importunity, was pleased to grant to her the
thing for which she asked. No sooner was the
child born, than, careful to perform her vow,
she immediately consecrated and gave him up to
God. We need not say to how great a height
in the Church the providence of God raised this
son of a pious mother’s prayers, and no wonder
that God hearkened to the petitions of such a
wife and mother as Nonna, and that He blessed
her with the conversion of her husband, and the
dedication of her offspring to Himself, so that
the son, Gregory Nazianzen, became one of the
greatest ornaments in the Church of Christ.!
(1) “Lives of the Primitive Fathers,” by Dr. Cave.
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However interesting and encouraging these
instances may be, the examples of Monica and
St. Augustine are still more so. Never were
these lines more suitably applied,

¢¢*T'was Thine own comfortable word
That made the lesson known ;
Of all the dearest bonds we prove,
Thou countest sons’ and mothers’ love
Most sacred—most thine own.”

We, therefore, present in full a narrative which
so clearly establishes the truth, that a mother’s
religious influence combined with a mother’s love
is a sacred instrument used by God himself to
turn a sinner from the error of his ways. This
was instanced in the case of Monica, the mother
of St. Augustine. We will, however, first mention
her persevering and successful efforts to convert
her husband. Monica, the wife of Patricius,
and the mother of St. Augustine, was distin-
guished by an ardent love of the sacred scriptures
which are able to make wise unto salvation. Her
pious wishes with regard to her husband were
not finally disappointed— they were fulfilled after
many years of prayer; for before his death,
Patricius, who before had been a heathen, and
a man of a violent temper, became a Christian,
and was baptized, and gave corresponding proofs
of the renewed heart, mind, and disposition.

- ————— g ————
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Such an excellent wife would be a good mother.
St. Augustine loves to dwell upon her excellen-
cies, for to her, under God, he owed his earliest
impressions of religion. She watched over her
little son with the tenderest care, and entered
him, when young, among the Catechumens.
Notwithstanding her care, St. Augustine fell
into the Manichaan heresy. His affectionate
and religious mother spared no pains to reclaim
her son from error. She had, after much anxiety
and many prayers, succeeded in converting her
husband, and doubted not that her Heavenly
Father, who willeth not the death of a sinner,
would favour her endeavour to reclaim her son.
For this purpose she consulted a learned and
pious bishop, entreating him to converse with
St. Augustine, and shew him the falsity of the
doctrines which he held, and thus bring him
back to the right path. The bishop, who was
well versed in such matters, replied, that, ¢ At
present Augustine was too much puffed up by his
own learning, and too self-sufficient to profit by
his admonitions; but let him alone a while,” he
said, * only pray to God for him ; he will of him-
self, by reading, find what that error is, and how
great its impiety.,” Monica was but half satis-
fied, and renewed her entreaties and tears that the
bishop would see her son; till he, almost vexed
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with her importunity, dismissed her, saying,
“ Go thy ways, and God bless thee, for it is not
possible that the son of these tears should perish.”
These words became prophetic of St. Augustine’s
conversion, usefulness, and true greatness in the
church of God.

For when at Rome, and while still attached
to the Manichsan heresy, St. Augustine was
seized with a dangerous illness. “ Had I parted
hence,” he says, ¢ whither had I departed but
into fire and torments, such as my misdeeds
deserved in the truth of Thy appointments ?”
(Confessions ix. 16.) But his mother’s prayers
were rising unceasingly for him, and they won
¢ the healing breath” for him, and Augustine
recovered. He refers with emotion to what
would have been the agony of his mother,
had he died in this state of impenitency and he-
resy. From this time a new light seemed to
open upon him. In the Psalms he found after-
wards the richest and most unfailing delight.
Monica, too, was of great use with her tran-
quillity of age, motherly love, and Christian
piety. (Sermon 180 and 307).

We now advance near to a result which shews
that “ Wisdom is justified of her children,” and
that God rewards the pious parent with an
answer to her prayers.



PREFACE. Xv

St. Augustine left Milan with Monica and his
son. They arrived as far as Ostia, when God,
having granted all the prayers of the pious
Monica, saw fit to call her from this world.
One evening, the mother and the son stood
gazing on the sea, and talking of those things
which were of eternal interest to both, or as
St. Augustine himself tells us, “ We were dis-
coursing together, alone, very sweetly; and
forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are
before, we were inquiring between ourselves, in
the presence of The Truth, which Thou art, of
what sort the eternal life of the saints was to be,
which ‘eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor
hath it entered into the heart of man;’” at last
Monica said, “Son, for mine own part, I have
no further delight in anything in this life.

One thing there was for which I desired to linger
for a while in this life, that I might see thee a
member of Christ’s universal Church before I
died. My God hath done this for me more
abundantly, that I shall now see thee withal,
despising earthly happiness, become his servant.
What do I here?” (Confessions, Book ix. x. 26.)

Shortly afterwards she was taken ill, and told
her children that she should die there, Monica’s
illness lasted but nine days; and thus, in the
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fifty-sixth year of her age, November, 387, this
venerable Christian woman expired.

God had permitted her to be the humble
instrument of converting her husband and re-
claiming her son. Monica could experience no
higher degree of joy in this world. She was
enabled to say, *Lord, now lettest Thou thy
servant depart in peace, according to thy word ;
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation;” and at
the same time, to appropriate the cheering words
of the angel to St. Paul, “ Lo, God hath given
thee all them that sail with thee.” If Christian
relatives and friends are permitted to recognise
each other in heaven, how indescribably great the
felicity of this Christian mother, in rejoining her
husband and son! for she beheld in them the
proof that there is a God who heareth prayer,
and the pledge that there are no supplications
more acceptable to Him, than those which are
offered from the heart of a Christian wife and
mother.

Having thus considered those examples pre-
sented by the primitive Christian church, which
encourage the piety of woman, we will adduce
some instances from the history of our church.

In the sixth century Bertha persuaded her
husband Ethelbert, to receive the words of eter-
nal life, and induced the Saxons to embrace
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Christianity, Many other instances of the kind
we might have adduced, but there are some,
the details of which we cannot omit, so suit-
able are they to the object we have in view,
the illustration of those many domestic and
public benefits, with which God blesses the
piety of woman; and we purposely select our
examples from the humbler walks of life, to
anticipate the objection, that while queens and
others in high life have urgent motives for
a life of industry and piety, they who live in
comparative retirement, have no such incentives,
nor any rewards equivalent to the required sacri-
fice and self-denial of worldly enjoyment.

Of Richard Hooker’s father and his pious
mother, we are thus informed by Izaak Walton.
““ They were not so remarkable for their high
birth, as for their virtue and industry, and God’s
blessing on both.” Of the exercise, influence,
and reward of the mother’s devotion we thus
read, and on the same authority. ‘‘ When about
eighteen years, he (Richard Hooker) fell into
a dangerous sickness, which lasted two months,
all which time his mother, having notice of it,
did, in her hourly prayers, as earnestly beg
his life of God, as the mother of St. Augustine
did, that he might become a true Christian,

and their prayers were both so heard as to
b
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be granted, which Mr. Hooker would often
mention with much joy, and pray that he might
never live to occasion any sorrow to so good a
mother, whom he would often say he loved so
dearly, that he would endeavour to be good,
even as much for his mother’s sake as for his
own.”? This son, the subject of her prayer,
became one of the best men and ablest divines
in the Church of England, and this blessing, we
have reason to believe, may have been an answer
from above to a mother’s entreaties at the throne
of grace.

Archbishop Usher’s first steps towards learn-
ing, his first entrance into her gates, were guided
by two incomparable aunts, both of them born
blind, “but of most seeing intellectuals, well
acquainted with letters, in a way extraordinary
to our manner of knowing them. They, at the
same time, taught him to know his alphabet, and
the use thereof in advancing letters into words,
teaching him to read in his own native tongue,
and also to spell and read the mind of God in his
own conscience, and the sacred writings of the
Bible.”? They had the satisfaction of observing
that the blessing of God attended their anxious

(1) Walton’s Life of Richard Hooker.

(2) Life of Archbishop Usher, prefixed to his Body of Divinity,
pp- 3and 4. Edition, 1702,
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labours, in those strong religious impressions
which they conveyed.t

The next example which we present of the re-
ward annexed to female piety, is that afforded
by the mother of Bishop Hall. His mother
was a woman of rare sanctity, whom afflictions,
both of body and spirit, had chastened and
blessed. The influence of her piety was felt
within the circle of her acquaintance, and her
son could look back to her instructions and con-
versations in the bosom of her own family,
with the most grateful remembrance. ‘ How
often,” he says, ““have I blessed the memory
of those divine passages of experimental divi-
nity which I have heard from her mouth!
What day did she pass without a large task
of private devotion, whence she would still
come forth with a countenance of undissembled
mortification. Never any lips have read to me
such feeling lectures of piety, neither have I
known any soul that more accurately practised
them than her own. Temptations, desertions,
and spiritual comforts, were her usual theme.
Shortly, for I can hardly take off my pen from
so exemplary a subject, her life and death
were saint-like.”¢ This same Joseph Hall, who

(1) Venerable Richard B, Hone, M.A., Archdeacon of Worcester,

(2) Life of Bishop Hall, by the Venerable R, B. Hone, M.A.,
Archdeacon of Worcester.
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received the benefit of her prayers and pious
converse, was, in after life, set on a hill as a burn-
ing and a shining light, not only to guide and
cheer us in the paths of religion, but also to
assure all pious mothers in the Church, *your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

“ Whatsoever thou takest in hand remember
the end,! and thou shalt never do amiss.” (Eccles.
vii. 36.) This is the voice of wisdom erying
aloud to each successive generation; and if the
precept were more generally observed, our aims
and pursuits would be more worthy of immortal
and responsible beings. To impress this truth
more deeply on the minds of our readers, we
have brought before them the closing scenes
of life, as presented to us in the examples of
those who died the death of the righteous,
not one of whom regretted, in her last hour,
the choice she so wisely had made, or bewailed
the life of faith and holiness, which, influenced
by God’s grace, she had so happily selected.
Their blessed experience has been bequeathed, as
a most valuable legacy, to succeeding genera-
tions. They are God’s witnesses, that ¢ Wisdom
is justified of her children,” that, * Her ways are
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.”

(1) “Remember thy latter end,” as it is expressed in the Latin
copies. Doyly and Mant’s Bible.
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To shew the connexion which the Author of
our being has made between a happy death and a
holy life, is one of the chief objects in this little
work.! We shall therefore give some insight
into the religious principles and practices of
these holy women; we shall observe the training
of their minds, and discipline of their tempers,
their habits of devotion, public and private, their
daily study of God’s word, and delight therein,
their love of the divine ordinances and the holy
sacraments, their fears and doubts, their trials
and sorrows, their joys and consolations, their
meekness in health and resignation in sickness,
their faith in life and triumph in death. Per-
suaded that the best way to prepare to ¢ die
the death of the righteous,” is by living his life,
we desire to present a view of those Christian
graces and virtues, which so eminently distinguish-
ed these servants of God, that following their good
examples, so far as they followed Christ, * we
may, with them, be partakers of everlasting life.”

‘We must not expect to read, in these memoirs,
of those stirring events which are found recorded
in general biography. While the offices of the
state and the bar, the senate and the battle-field,
are filled chiefly with men of aspiring minds

(1) For a help to a preparation for death, the reader is referred to
the Preface of “ Last Hours of Christian Men,” by the same Author.
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and worldly renown, the Christian woman is
discovered in the more quiet retreat, and unob-
trusive walks of homely life and duty, directing
her domestics, instructing her children, comfort-
ing the distressed, visiting the sick, and distri-
buting to the wants of the needy. So that truly
it may be said “ her life is hid with Christ in God.”

If we could faithfully picture to ourselves
one of these English Churchwomen, we should
see her leading a godly and a quiet life, making
the Saviour’s Sermon on the Mount the test
of self-examination and the rule of conduct;
led by the spirit of charity to visit fallen great-
ness in an alms’ house, and to converse with a
brother or sister in affliction, though under a
low thatched roof ; walking abroad to gather the
healing herb, as nature’s simple remedy, where
medical aid could not be procured, and waiting
patiently beside the bed of the sick, the aged,
and infirm, during the hour of sleep, that the
sufferer, on awaking, may hear the voice of prayer,
or the word of consolation.

‘If we visit her at home, we should see her as a
wife, using the influence of love, to lead her
husband into the paths of virtue and religion ;
thus making the sacred friendship of the married
life, a means for uniting their souls indissolubly
in heaven ; abstaining from luxury in food, and all
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needless expense in dress, that she may have more
to give to the sick and aged, the orphan and the
widow. As a mother, we behold her carefully
bringing up her children “in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord,” and by her example
encouraging them in the way to heaven. As the
mistress of a family, ruling well her household ;
and, considering the servants as an integral portion.
of the household of God, and of the Church of
Christ, which he has bought with his precious
blood, catechising, teaching, and directing them
in the way wherein they should go; to subdue
the pride of station, to nourish the feeling of
humility, and to encourage others in the path
of industry, plying the wheel, the needle, and
the distaff, in' the midst of the family circle. In
general intercourse with the world, introducing
religion, so as to edify her friends and acquaint-
ance, atthe same time, not making it the subject
of curious speculation or flippant discourse;
meek in manner, the law of kindness dwelleth
on her lips; on all occasions endeavouring to
repress anger, strife, and hatred; deaf to the
voice of the malicious, the tale-bearer, and the
slanderer, she is ever ready to censure them by
‘silence, or, if need be, by gentle reproof.

If we view her in reference to the highest and
most important of all duties, we shall find her



xxiv PREFACE.

striving to perform her baptismal vows and pro-
mises, especially those which bound her to re-
nounce the pomps and vanity of this wicked
world ; to preserve alive the spirit of devotion
in herself and household, carefully performing
the duties of public and family prayer, and kindly
assisting her domestics in a preparation for par-
taking, with herself, of the Holy Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper; and to avoid, as much as
possible, the intrusions of the world, devoting
herself, at stated times, to private prayer, medi-
tation, and reading of God’s word.

Above all, we notice that humility is her dis-
tinguishing feature, for, while she is assured that
without holiness no one shall see the Lord, she
is persuaded that her faulty and defective ser-
vices can be accepted only in and through the
merit and mediation of her Saviour, that there is
no other name by which she can be saved, no
other ground or title to eternal life, and that it is
only in the robe. of Justification by Christ, and
of Sanctification by the Holy Spirit, that she can
be accounted meet to be a * partaker of the
inheritance of the saints in light.”

Thus arrayed in the righteousness of Christ,
she patiently awaits the hour of her departure,
knowing that death is not a termination, a cut-
ting off of being, but merely a transition, a
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passing from an earthly to a heavenly state. All
circumstances relating to the time and place of
her removal, she leaves to infinite love, and un-
erring wisdom, convinced that He who has guided
her by His counsels here, will hereafter receive
her into glory.

In many respects this may be considered an
ideal picture, and you may feel not able to copy
it; but though some parts are obscured by time
and others obliterated by custom, are not the
chief parts drawn from real life, worthy of study,
and capable of imitation ?

Such patterns may surely teach us to use this
world as not abusing it, to set our affections on
things above, and not on things of the earth; to
make our pursuits and pleasures, our talents and
learning, our thoughts and actions, our time
and opportunities, subordinate to the one great
purpose of life, a preparation for an eternal
existence, and in so great a work ever to look
unto Him for grace and assistance, without whom
we can do nothing ; always remembering that this
world is not our home, that it is our school of
probation, in which we are to be trained by habits
of self-discipline and divine dispensations, for
another, a better, and a glorious state of ex-
istence.



xxvi PREFACE.

TrE Reader will observe that a large portion
of this work consists of passages from authors
contemporary with those whose last hours are
here recorded. The fidelity of the narratives
has thus been preserved: and the frequent
variations occurring in the language and style
will hence be accounted for.

This little book is earnestly recommended to
the perusal of those who are in health, that it
may prove of greater use and benefit to them
in the time of sickness. ¢ Remember,” says
Robert Nelson, ““to be that in health, which
you will wish to have been when you come
to die.”

A companion volume to this, by the same
Author, on the Last Hours of Christian Men, has
been published by the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge, and may be obtained at
any of the depositaries of the Society.

MONTPELLIER, SoUTH LAMBETH,
January 1st, 1851.
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LAST HOURS

OF

CHRISTIAN WOMEN.

LADY JANE GREY.

Diep 1554.

Lapy JANE GREY was proclaimed Queen of Eng-
land by the Duke of Northumberland, whose son,
Lord Guildford Dudley, she had married, and who
had persuaded her cousin, King Edward VI, to
settle the crown upon her by a formal deed of
settlement. The nation, however, generally did
not acknowledge her as their Queen, nor did she
herself desire the crown. Mary, who, as the
sister of Edward the Sixth, was the hereditary
successor, caused her and her husband to be im-
prisoned under sentence of death, which, how-
ever, was not immediately executed: but in the
following year, 1554, some persons having raised
an insurrection in her favour, she was beheaded
by order of the Queen, as were her husband and
father.

Lady Jane very early in life gave astonishing
proof of her abilities, and though there was very
little difference in age between her and King
Edward VI., who was thought almost a miracle,
yet in learning she was not only equal to him,

B
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but his superior. Her person was extremel
pleasing, but the beauties of her mind were stil}i
more engaging. She had great abilities, and
greater virtues, and, as Bishop Burnet says of
her, ‘“ she was the wonder and delight of all that
knew her.” She was a great proficient in secular
learning, still greater in divine knowledge. By
diligence and perseverance she so numbered her
days as to apply her heart unto wisdom. Well
versed in the c{assical, and many of the more
recent European languages, she was also well
skilled in Hebrew, Chaldee, and Arabic; so that
she was enabled to enjoy the reading of the Bible
in its original language. -

She was remarkable for a sedateness of temper,
a quickness of apprehension, and a solidity of
judgment, which enabled her not only to become
the mistress of languages, but of sciences; so
that she thought, reasoned, and spoke upon sub-
jects of great importance in a manner which
greatly surprised even persons of the best judg-
ment and abilities. And yet she was in no
respect elated by these extraordinary endow-
ments, but was remarkably gentle, humble, and
modest in her demeanour.

Mr. Roger Ascham, who was tutor to the
Princess, afterwards Queen Elizabeth, came to
pay a visit to Lady Jane Grey at her father’s
seat at Broadgate in Leicestershire. While all
the, rest of the family were hunting in the park,
he found her at her studies, reading a book which
related to the Immortality of the Soul; and when
asked, why she should lose such pastime in the
park 2 smiling she answered, I wist all their
sport in the park is but a shadow to that pleasure
that I find in Plato. Alas! good folk, they
never felt what true pleasure meant.” ¢ And how
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came you, madam,” said Mr. Ascham, * to this
deep knowledge of pleasure ? and what did chiefly
allure you to it, seeing not many women, and
but very few men have attained thereto ?” “One
of the greatest benefits,” she replied, ¢ that ever
God gave me is, that he sent me so sharp and
severe parents, and so gentle a schoolmaster.!
Thus my book hath been so much my pleasure,
and bringeth dayly to me more pleasure, and
more, that in respect of it all other pleasures in
very deed be but trifles and troubles unto me.”
“ I remember,” adds Mr. Ascham, ‘this talk
gladly, both because it is so worthy of memory
and because also it was the last talk I ever had
with her, and the last time that ever I saw that
noble and learned lady.”

Here then we see the advantage of the principle
adopted in this work, which would present the
reader with some notices of the religious life, in
order to show its connexion with the peace and
happiness of the Christian’s death. We have seen
with what assiduity she read the Holy Scriptures
in the original language; the conversation with
Feckenham the Romanist, and the letters which
she wrote to her sisters, &c., show that the lead-
ing truths of Christianity were not received by
her merely as theoretical truths; it is evident
they were the foundation of her principles, the
resting-place of her hopes, the stay of her heart
and mind amid those changes and chances of this
mortal life, which she was soon about to experi-
ence in so remarkable a manner.

Many are the proofs afforded of her excellent
understanding, her proficiency in learning, and
her heavenly spirit, which ascended to the highest

(1) Dr. John Aylmer, afterwards Bishop of London, was her tutor.
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elevation of human life with sincere reluctance,
and descended from it with as sincere pleasure.
But the brighter parts of her piety and goodness
are still to be seen, of which, that we may have a
clear and full view, let us particularly attend her
in the sunset of life, and collect, 1f I may so
speak, every ray which adorned her in her prepa-
ration for death, and even in her last moments.
History itself has never afforded a more remark-
able instance of one of so tender an age, and of
her gentle sex, enduring such a cruel death, with
greater fortitude and resignation.

The Christian principles which supported her
she urged on the notice also of Mr. Harding,
in a letter which she wrote to him, from the close
of which we make the following extract :—

¢ Last of all, let the lively remembrance of the
Last Day be always before your eyes, remem-
bering the terror that such shall be in at that
time with the runnagates and fugitives from
Christ, which, setting more by the world than by
heaven, more by their life than by Him that gave
them life, did shrink, yea, did clean fall away
from Him that forsook not them ; and contrari-
wise the inestimable joys prepared for them that,
fearing no peril, nor dreading death, have man-
fully fought, and victoriously triumphed over all
the powers of darkness, over hell, death and dam-
nation, through their most redoubted Captain,
Christ. '

% Be constant, be constant, fear not for any pain ;
Christ hath redeemed thee, and heaven is thy gain.”

On her receiving the notice that she must pre-
pare for her approaching death, she said, “You
are much deceived if you think I had any desire
of life, for I assure you that I long for nothing so
much as death.”
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Bishop Burnet, in his History of the Reforma-
tion, furnishes us with the following memorials of
the latter part of the life of Lady Jane Grey, who,
at eighteen years of age, had attained to this great
proficiency in learning, but who was more ennobled
in het death by the exercise of Christian fortitude
and resignation. ¢ The Lady Jane Grey had now
lived six months in the constant expectations of
death. Feckenham, afterwards Abbot of West-
minster, was sent to her three days before by
Queen Mary to prepare her to die. He had a
long conversation with her, but she answered him
with that calmness of mind, and clearness of reason,
that it was astonishing to hear so young a person
of her sex and quality look on death so near her,
with so little disorder, and talk so sensibly both
of faith and holiness, of the Sacraments, the Scrip-
tures, and the authority of the Church. Fecken-
ham left her. She wrote to her father (see the
letter) to moderate his grief for her death, which
must needs have been great, since his folly had
occasioned it. She rejoiced at her approaching
end, since nothing could be to her more welcome
than to be delivered from that valley of misery
into that heavenly throne, to which she was to be
advanced, where she prayed that they might meet
at last. She sent her Greek Testament, which
she had always used, to her sister, with a letter
(which also see) in which, in most pathetic expres-
sions, she sets out the value she had of it, and
recommended the study and practice of it earnestly
to her. She had also composed a devout prayer
(see the prayer) for her retirements, and thus she
spent the last moments of her life.”?

The following is a brief extract from the letter
which she wrote to her father but a few days before

(1) Burnet'’s History of the Reformation, vol. ii.
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she suffered death ; she being then about eighteen
years of age. ‘‘ Father, I can so patiently take it,
as I yield God more hearty thanks for shortening
my woeful days, than if all the world had been
given into my possession with life lengthened to
my will. us, good father, I have opened my
state to you, whose death is at hand ; although to
you, perhaps, it may seem right woeful, to me
there is nothing more welcome, than from this
vale of misery to aspire to that heavenly throne of
all joys and pleasure with Christ our Saviour; in
whose stedfast faith, if it be lawful for the daughter
so to write to her father, the Lord that hitherto
hath strengthened, so continue you, that at last we
may meet in heaven, with the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost.” To Lord Guildford Dudley, her
husband, she said, that in the other world ¢¢ friend~
ships were happy, and unions indissoluble, and
that theirs would be eternal, if their souls carried
with them nothing of terrestrial, which might hin-
der them from rejoicing.” Her last words were,
¢ Lord, into thy hands I commend my spirit.”

An exhortation written by Lady Jane Dudley,
the night before her execution, at the end of the
New Testament, which she sent to her sister, the
Lady Catharine Grey:

¢“I have here sent you, my dear sister Catharine,
a book, which although it be not outwardly trim-
med with gold, or the curious embroidery of the
artfullest needles, yet inwardly it is more worth
than all the precious mines which the vast world
can boast of ; it is The Book, my only best beloved
sister, of the Law of the Lord ; it is the Testa-
ment and last will, which He bequeathed unto us
wretches and wretched sinners, which shall lead
you to the path of eternal joy; and if you with a
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good mind read it, and with an earnest mind fol-
low, no doubt it shall bring you to an immortal
and everlasting life ; it will teach you to live, and
learn you to die; it shall win you more and endow
you with greater felicity than you should have
gained of our woeful father’s lands; for as if God
had prospered him, you should have inherited his
honours and manors, so if you apply diligently to
this book, seeking to direct your life according to
the rule of the same, you shall be an inheritor of
such riches, as neither the covetous shall withdraw
from you, neither the thief shall steal, neither yet
the moths corrupt. Desire with David, my best
sister, to understand the law of the Lord your
God: live still to die, that you by death may
purchase eternal life, and trust not that the ten-
derness of your age shall lengthen your life; for
unto God, when He calleth, all hours, times,
seasons are alike; and blessed are they whose
lamps are furnished when He cometh, for as soon
will the Lord be glorified in the young as the old.
My good sister, once more, again, let me entreat
you to learn to die: deny the world, defy the
devil, and despise the flesh, and delight yourself
only in the Lord. Be penitent for your sins, and
yet despair not; be strong in faith, yet presume
not; and desire with St. Paul to be dissolved and
to be with Christ, with whom, even in death, there
is life. Be like the good servant, and even at
midnight be waking, lest when death cometh and
stealeth upon you, like a thief in the night, you
be, with the servants of darkness, found sleeping ;
and lest when for lack of oil you be found like the
five foolish virgins, or like Kim that had not on
the wedding-garment, and then you be cast into
darkness or banished from the marriage. Rejoice
in Christ, as I trust you do: and seeing you have
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the name of a Christian, as near as you can, fol-
low the steps, and be a true imitator of your
master, Christ Jesus, and take up your cross, lay
)ﬁ{ur sins upon his back, and always embrace

im.

“ Now, as touching my death, rejoice, as 1
do, my dearest sister, that I shall be delivered of
th