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Having f1rsi
in accordence with Ji€
depose as follows;:
l. At the time of tne ternoir
solonel in the ermy. Now I am teging
repatriation work.
2., I lInow Colonel HAS
3. In Lugust, 1937, wien Coloael LaASH.T ".U WAS called up
e 13th Field
Heavy AT

sommander under

Japan in April, 1939, 1rcea Fsinshel [chins | was always with him,

L. ‘hen bhe srrivec a3 Lhe point &bout g miles (3 RI) west
of Wuhu on December 11, 1937, Colonel HLASHIMOTO received the
following order from Commending Generel YANAGAVA and thereupon re-=
turned to Wuhu immediastely.

"Unit Commander HASEIMOTO shall command his regiment
together with one field artillery battalion and one infantry
battalion and attazk at the poiut near Wuhu ships walch are carrying
Chinese soldiers and sailing up on the Yangtse."

This order cs&awe about 2 A.lMs
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colonel FASHINCTO's order then to me was, "lajor CBATA

¢etiier with one artillery battalion

y

shall zoumand his own unit to

and ossupy a nosition &b the wharf of Wuhu and attack the fleeling

Chinese fleet.™ This order 2&me about 5 A.M.

4. By order of Colonel HASHI}'0TO, Lt. NALKAITTRA was to

sdvence to a point about 2,000 meters downstream and to wave d

ver he saw tlhe fleelng eneiy ships by telescoOpe.

handkerchief whene

nen I saw the hendkerchief waved Dy Lt. WAKAIURA I was to fire upon

these ships.

7. It was still baefore dauwn and not yet light; Lt. NahalURA

..aved the handkercinief. T saw through tue telescope & fleet of 5

‘lor 6 ships all gat.ered and anchor 2d about 50 neters apart. 1
The distance was about

snstar.tly begaun firlng upon this fleet.

,,000 meters.

¢ TWyen aiter the dawu i1t was very difficult to see the

ships clearly becduse of deep feg on that day, whizh was vely

ty,ical on the Yan: tse. I could only discern shilps loaded with

Chire se soldiers.

9., ™hen we fired twenty or thirty shells, one of t he ships

was completed by the

‘,)ut out & blech smokKe SCIrecll. After coverling

smoke sereen, one ship gsailed toward us.

10. Seeing the ship soming toward us, we thought they were

sto pped the shelling upon them entirely.

eared its hull becane clear, ‘hen it came within 3,000

-’

r:inst discovered then 1t Wwas not 8 Chinese ariy ship.
eavy fog which made 1t

.t first 1t was not the distarnce but tie |

jiffizult for us tO tell these were not Chinese ariy SNips.

11. After ceasing fire and while waiting for the shilp

to resch the wharf, we then found out by its flag that it was 8
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sritish ship end it lLad received two direct hites.

12. A rear admirel wearii, stafll of fizer insignia, the
captain of the ship, Lls sxesutive officer, and one other of ficer
cane ashore and esked us (Lo meet 1for nezotiations.

13. From our side Colonel HaSHINOTC, Lt. L. KalMURA, @and 1,
tosethier with ole interpreter, took pert in this negotiation. The
first question tliey asked w v we hed fired upon then. To this
Colonel VAI IMOTC instantly renlied,"we fired upon the ships be-~-
cause they were loaded with Chinese soldiers. Their next question
was why we lad fired on Rritisn sh.ips. Colonel HASHINCTO agein

‘ instantly answered, "Due to the heavy 1og We were not able to see
end tell they were British ships.”
.. Since one death had resulted lrom tl.e shelling, the
Captain of the British ship asked us to atterna tue funeral service.
16 sent one representctive to this funeral service. TLis was held
58 the "Ladvbird". ILater I learned

ttat the metter of the Ludybird incldernt wal tsken up through

i loretic ne-otliectiniie, but as To its details I know nothing.

t
14, Coinnel '.SHINIOTO and the Yasliinoto forces had no

cever with the sinking of the aAmer-czan ship "Panay".
e, the HWashimoto Torce, had never seen the "Penay".
17, The Hashlmoto 1orce wasS stopped at Wuhu, 14 or 15 "R1"
(ebout 37 miles) from l"anking. shortly after the fall of Nanking
this force was ordered to advence to 'leng chow and therelore never
perticipated 1in tne sttack on lianking nor did it enter into lMNanking,
or its vizinity.

18, The lushiwoto force did not sttock Hunkow nor did 1t

2 . R & ae
V _Lf.rt_'..I*.l L)}f .
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19. The Hashimoto force Jdid not attack Canton (kuan.-Tung)

nor did it enter Canton or its vicinity.

it the place of lir. Itsuro hayashi, lo. 877, 3-Chome,
Kaemi-Kitazawa-Mezhi, Setugaya-Ku, Tokyo, on this 1lth day of

Jenusry, 1947,

Signed and sealed: (CBaTs, Milnoru

‘ I hereby certify thet the above suld person has duly sworn,

subscri bed eand secled tuereto on belore re,
On the same dete and place.

“

\/itness: signed and sealed: HAYAIEI, ltsuro
Oatlil

Tn ac~ordance with my conscience I sweur to tell the truth

withholding nothing and =dding nothing.

T"o3R4ADA, lasao (sign=d ard sesled)




