' INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

TEE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
| vs

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.
/8/ KUZUU, Yoshihisa

St 3 S BRI Sr H S S e Se TS dedede

SWORN DEPOSITION'

Deponent:- KUZUU, Yoshihisa

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I
hereby depose as follows:

1. I have been a civilian all:my life, never having
been a member of the Armed Forces.

2. In October,1937,I became chief secretary of the
KOKURYUKAI and in that capacity had ample opportunity to con-
verse with many of the young men of Japan.

3., In August, 1940, Prince Konoye asked me to become
a member of the organizing committee of the IRAA (Imperial
Rule Assistance Association). The members of this Committee

_ M .Q-a&,ﬁm fo
were being selected from waried groups of Japanese Iife in

order to get a group together representive of the whole nation.

e e




The reason for my selection was that I was a‘c;vi ian with

administrative experience and &wgrvat—aymp&#éggiﬁr.youth and

its problems.
- 4. TUpon the formation of the IRAA I then became a

member of the general committee and kept that position until

its dissolution.
5. The TRAA was a public association which aimed at

MM"’
tHrough exteantion among The people of SHINDO JISSEN (The prac-

tice of the subject's way). The mission of the IRAA had noth-

ing to do with domestic or forelgn policy and certainly it
had nothing to do with world domination or aggressive war.

: h 6., It is a well known fact in Japan that for several

years prior to 1931, corruption was rampant in Japanese poli-
_ Rad_ HRo~
ticsy; that many persons preminent in the government were—peing
: investigated on criminal charges: exXx Railway Minlster OGAWA,
Heikichi (of the Seiyukai Party), ex Commerce and Industry
Minister TAWARA, Magoichi (of the Minseito Party), and ex

’ Educational Minister KOBACHI, Ichita (of the Seiyukal Party)

are only three examples of such cases; that WAKATSUKI, Reijiro

_ of the Minseito Party, Prime Minister at the time of the October
g 3 TIncident (October, 1931) was examined byarublid‘Prosecutor in

a | s

' i connection wit Amattor off%gceipt‘i;n IOO,OOOf?;UmPKUSUMI, Toma,,

| | of the KCHIGO Railway.
7. Tt was believed to be a fact at the time that the

J " " It N
' KETSUMEIDAN, May 15 and February 26 Incidents, were the resultes—

~ f k —%€ the desire on the part of many patriotic young men to clean

up the corruption in Japanese politics. <The general public
had lost faith in the SEIYUKAI and MINSEITO Parties which were

recognized to be full of corruption.

8. Lt. General ARAKI, Sadao, at that time was regarded
not only by the military, but by the people at large, as a man

of fine, unselfish patriotic character.




4} | |
9. It was stated to behwell known fact that Genera

UGAKT, Issei, who was War Minister for many years strongly
advocgted armament reductions, acéompliahed the reduction by
two divisions of the Jaﬁaneae army and also étrongly supported
the London NavaliTroaty. After his retirement from the War
Minlstry, on several occasions over a period of years, he was

suggested as Premier,

At Sugamo Prison on this twenty-third day of
January, 1947.

DepQnent:- KUZUU, Yoshihisa

Sttt de e i i

We, HAYASHI, Itsuro, RICEARD HARRIS, and KANASE,
Kunji, heréby}certify that the above was sworn by the Deponent,
who affixed his signature and seal thereto in the presence of

these witnesses.

On the same date, at the same place.

WITNESSES:

/s/ HAYASHI, Itsuro
/s/ RICHARD HARRIS
£8/ KANASE, Kunji
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I, «illien L. Clerke, of the Delense Languese branch,

hereby certifly thet the forepoing transiation described in the !

A

. \-. sbove certificate is, to the best of my knowledge «nd pelief,

. By 2 correct trensl:tion and is as near as possible to the meaning

of the original docunent.
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TERNTION.L MILIT.RY TRIEWILL FOR THE F.R E.ST

TEE UNITED S"‘.T" S ¢F J}ERIC.., et &l
- VB (=

b

JR'XI, Sedzo, et al

In accordance with my conscience I awear to tell thé whole truth rithholding

nothing and adding pothing.

/ KUZ4UU, Yoshihisa

PEEVINE T o 53 SRDS 2 S A

' S:0RN DEFOSITICHN

Deponent:- KUZUU, Yoshihise

Havmg first duly svorn an oath as on attoched sheet and in accordance

with £he procedure follovved in oY r.,ountry T hercty depese es follows:

1. I have becn & civiiica e21 ry life, never having becn a member of .

the .rmed Ferces.
of the KOKLRYU I and

2, 1In Ootcber, 1937, I tccarme chicf secretarJ

in thet capacity hed ample opportuniity to converse with many. of the

voung men of .T enen;
3. In ..u:-ust, 1ﬂho Frince ° C-«CYE asked me to become @ rne'nber of the

orgenizing uomn‘rtee of the IR.. (Imperial Pmo ‘gsistalnce ;.ssociation)

The members of this Committee were being selccted from cach stratum
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of Janencsce sgociety in ordaﬂﬁ SIS 7 s-&roun tos cthor s presenﬁive

| \ - ;
of thc whelo netion. The resson for v sclection wes thet T vas
e civiiian with administretive cxvericnee and an vnderstaﬁa,n cf 8
youth &nd‘its preblems.
Upon the forrztion of the IRiL. I Lhev bocome a member of th% general
committec end xupt thet positien neiil i4s dissolution. . ' .
The Ihes- e . ourlis sssocietion which aimed et the thdrouch
disscrinaticn whop. tho puople of SEILNPL JISSEN {Tha rrectice ‘of

the suojcct's w7). The mission ¢f tho V.. had nothing to do

#

Cc

e
|
b-de

mith domcetiec or forcisr

and curt=1nl it had nothing to 4o

<

rith world dominction or arrressive ver.

It 15 & well knom™m fa; in Japan thet for Egverel ycars prior to
1951, corruntion wes rempeat in Juponcss pulitics; that'nany DCTSOns
prormincnt 'in the zovernment KHed Yaenm fnvhs%igatcd n eriminel

charso8: cox Teilvey Mnisteor Chalsly Boikicek? (of the Sciyukad

Ferty), ex Corryiuc end Indueirs Minigier T.0WFRL, Jwroichi

(of the "inaciio ¥r:oty), end ez Téucetionel Ministor KCE..EI, Ickite
(of ic Soijazel Verty)'ars onlyt ihrce uxempics of such gases;

that ?.g;.ﬁ?i;, M plre of the 2Eneidts Farty, Frime ¥nister at
velotey, 29919 ﬁ:.s gxamined by

the Fublic Frocccuaior i cconnegeticr 7ith the meitsy of thoe receipt

of 1C0,C0C Yen from “WUSU L, Mepe, of thz INEIGC Pailayl

r‘J

Tt 7es telicved to be o fect et the time thet the"IEISULEID.NY,

- May 15" and 1Metruery 207 Incidents, rosulted from zhe desire cn

tho rort ef meny petriotic young mer t¢ clcun up the corruption in

-—rl‘

Jepencsc »clities, The genorel rublic had lcst feitkh in the SEIYJh““




L

end MINEEITC Tarties which terc rccernizod to be full of corruption.
R, It. Cenercl -IoXI, Sadao, et thet tim: was reserdcd not only by the,
mili{ery, but tho people et lerge, €58 a man of finec, unsclfish

petriotic cheoracter,

¢. Ti wes steted to be e wcll knom fret thet cencral UGII, TIssci,

wh; veg ey Yinistor for wmony Toors atrongly advocated-armgmﬁni'
redueticns, cecom-lished the reducticn by tvo divisicns of the
Japencse ex~y &l rlso stron~ly supvorted ths Icenden Msval ffeaty.
~2E5r his retdxrs

sat frcam the "Ter *Hnistry, on scvcral occasions

over & prxicd of cars, he vwas sugrested es Trerier.
-t Sugamo Prison on this tvwicnty-third dey of Jenuery, 1947

Depenent: - AUZUU, Yoshihisa

Geh BRI Ry R AR G G R &
Vo, B SHI, Ttewe, RICKID ILIRIS, gnd X151, Yunji, h¥reby certify

thet the edove =zg s crn 1 the Denonsnt,

L]

whe effixc’ his sigaliturc and
seel thereto in the rres nec of ihese witnessces.

On the s2¢ dete,

YITIESSES: | &
A6/ ILLSHL, Itisuro
/s/ HICILKD HHRIS

/fs/ EUSE, munjitc :
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TR.NSL.TI0: CELYIFIC. TE ' s 5

I, William E. Clarke, of the Dei‘ense Lenguege Branch, hereby

$ 3 : \ I‘

cortify thet the forogolng transletion dcscribed :ln Bhe Lo aR el aailng
cortificate is, to the boat of w knovledae and belicf, & oorroct

trenslation ené is as near as possible to the meening of #he original

L ]

documcnt .

/o/ ?;illiam e Glerke_

Tokyo, Jepcn

Date 18 FTebrusryv, 1947 \
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INTERN. TIOH. I MILIT.RY TRIEUILL FOR TEE F.R E.ST
TEE UNITED ST..TES #F .J%WRIC.., et al
- 'V‘B -

.R'XI, Sedeso, et &l

C..TH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth withholding

nothing and adding pothing,

/s/ KU2UU, Yoshihisa

WANMENCEREERS K 4, ey
‘ S:HORN DEPOSIT ICH

Deponcnt:~ KUZUU, Yoshihise
Having first duly sworn an oath as on ecttoched sheet and in accordance
with the procedure followed in my country T hercty Adepese es follows:

l. I have becen a civilicn 211 my life, never heving becn a member of
the .rmed Xerces.

2« In October, 1937, I tccame chicef ﬂecretary.of the KOEKURYUK.:I and
in that capacity had ample oyportuﬁity to converse with many of the
,vbung mon of Jepan. 1 |

3. In luzus¥, 1940, Frince “CHCYE asked me to become & member of the e .?a

orgenizing committee of the IR... (Imperial Pulc .ssistence ..ssociation). i

The members of this Committee were beinz selccted from cech stratum s |
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of Japencsc society in order o get e group together representive
of thc whele ra*ion. The resson for iy selection was that I -

g civiiian with adminiétratifa cxperience end an understanding cf

youth enéd its prcbloems.

Upon the porn,...tmn of the IR.. I Lhen bocome a member of the general
committec and xcopt thet positien un?il its dissolution.

The Lt <. wee ¢ ublic essocietion which eirmed et the therough

]

disscrminetion s-wen. the people of SEILNDU JISSEM (7The practice of

the subjcet's =y ). The mission f the Iil-. had nothing to do

u-.-‘_, JII'

«ith domestic or foroisn rcliey and ccrteainly it had neihing to do
.

vrith Torld dominetion or azgressive ver.

Tt is & well kncm fact in Jepan that for soverel years prior to

L1

1921, corruption wes rempent in fepancss politics; that many pcersons

" promincnt in tho government hed teen investigeted “n criminel

char~cs: ox Teilvrey Mnister Clul.., Foikic - (of the Seiyukai

Ferty), ex Cormcsec and Induetyy Ministcr T..5.F.., Jagoichi
(of the “4nseito Feriyv), and cx Fducetioncl Minister K L..CHI, Ichkite

(of the Sciyukzei Tarty) erc only ihrce cxemplcs of such casos;

"that TLYLASULC, Tei jire of thy Mnziits raxty, Frime Ministor at

- - s

the timc of ihc Cetebur Imcsident /{letcber, 1931) was oxamined by
the Fublic Frosscuior in ccnneceticrn wwith the meiter of tho recaipt
of 100,000 Yon from WSULII, 'rora, of thc & :711VU Peilway.

Tt wes telievod to e a faet et the timc thet the TEISUREIDNT,
ey 15" and "Februery :£"1Incidents, resulited from the desire on

tho pvart ef meny petriotic young men tc cloan up @he corruption in

Japenesc nclitics. The sencrel publid had lcst feitk in the SEIYUIE.L
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and MIEAETIC Tarties vhich g?gcerﬁstniz;d to.he full gf porruptién.

R, It. (fenercd LHLKI. Sadao.iat'that_timg waéhreggrdcd not only b? the
militery, but thc people et-iarge. ce a men of finc, unsclfish
patrioti; charﬁcter. | | - - H

c. Tt wea steted to be e -cll kmomm feel thet cnersl UwXI, Issci,
—ho wes Yer Mialstor for wmany yoess sirongly edvocated grwament
redaucticona, accnmflisheﬂ the reducticn by two‘d;visicns of tha
Japencsc- er~y end 6180 stronﬁlylsupported_ths*London sveal Troatyr

4=y his retirsent from the Yer finistry, on sgveral occasions

over a piriod of ycars, hc was sugresied es Trerier.
°t Sugamo Prison on this twenty-thira dey or Jeavery, 1947.

Depenent :- KUZUOU, Yoshihisa
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%o, HEY.SHI, Ttewo, BICIZID IWIAIS, snd XKoo, Hunji, h§roby certify f%ﬁ:

that the abovc wzs s~orn L¥ the Dopencnt, whe effizc’ his signdture and _éﬁf
a8

seel thereto in the rres. nce of thesc wiinesses. 4 fi:
On the sz27¢ date, at the sars plece. 8
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_ The iritten vuth
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T cvfear tc dopcsc the 'bruth ....cccrcling to the dic'butcs
of ny conscience vith holtline; nothing cnd .uc.mg ncthing.
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U UU, Yo sinihisc
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Tis ?illiam:E.,Clarke,'cf the Defense lenguage nranch, hercby

: S (A P
cortify thet the foregoing transletion dcscribed in toe \ A

- cortificate is, to the best of my xnovlcdse end belief, & sorrect
1 trenslation ené is as near as possible To the meaning‘of the original
document.
: ' /o/ Pilliem ®. Clerke

Tokyo, Jepen

% : ' Date 18 Februery, 1947
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