HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATZGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 23%
¢/ POSTMASTER SN FRANCISCO
IHTSRROGATION MO 43l PLACE
(Jap Intell Mo 33) DATE

Division of Origin: Jepeanese Intellisence Sectien,

Subject? Oneraticnal Intelligence.

Person Interrogzted end Background?

jcations Depart-—
in April 1941 2nd gorved there
opt for a yecer (April 1943-ArTil

nresnitalized for tuberculosis, DListcd as
Wpeprt of communicetion end intelligence

Lt. Comd. T. SATAKL was essi-med to the Commun

ment of the Naval Generzl Staff
urtil the end. of the war, €xC

1944) when he wes
cne of his dutles was

concerning U.S."

Wherc Interviewed: Meijl Luildings

Interrogators Lit. Condr. T. M. CURTIS, USKR

Intorpreteri Lt. OTIS CaRY, USHR

Alljied Officers Pregent: None,
SUMMARY

¥, Comdr. SATAKE discusecs methods af comrmnications analy-—
sis which produced snformation useful for oporaticns plannings
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Gl Describe the method of analysis of communicatlions volume used
by the special section cf the Communicati~ns Department,

A, This, I believe is the way it operates. This chert shows hov
we were se% upl

Transmissionsfrom Alllied

Fleet end Shore Staticns

Communicaticns
Receiving
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Others

The trensmissicns were recelved at OWADA and broken dewn DYy
aroe, One officer was responsible for ma¥ing the enalysis of
tronsmissions originating in his erea, but this men may have up
to ten additionzl officers assisting him depending on the ilmmer-
tance and volume of redio traffilc origineting in that area. Tho
crzanizetion was fluid end officors were shifted from rne section
to another as necessary at the beginning of the war. We had an
averaize of two ~fficers plus scne enlisted men making this anrlysis

for each geographical section. This average was later inercased %o
four officers,

Possible methords of ahalysia ~f redio intercewntion wores

l. 0211 Sigus

3. tiforentlaticn of Ccdes

3. rlein Languase

4, Volume of Traffic

5. "erocedure Signal

6. Priority -~ "urgent", opereational priority"®, priority",
Mpoutine”, and "deferred

Volume of traffic and priorities were plotted on a chert, cne
for each area, scmething like thiss
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Priorites were plotted with colored pencils and the total
volume with a Pleck one. A1l priorities Were plotted, although

only two ere shown on the preceding pegce

We performed the same anelysis of trapsmigsions from nthoey
countries, Russia, Jhinza, etce

Qe 2o Could you descrive in greatoer deteil the extent tn which 77u
wers able %0 locate the exact area of trensmission fron 2 group of

4111led ships?

A Almos?® anverisbly we Were aneble to tell whether the trans—
mission hed ccne from e ship or shnre etation, but we cculd vell

the goneral eree cf the trensnissicne When you startec en operabtinn
in the MARLANAS, for instance, you weuld rroek radin sllenco,

-nd. we would start & nevw gearch in the VARLANAS Area. As far c8

: atermining whether treneniseions cane€ from a group of ghins, WO

were unetle 0 i this.

Qe 3., Let us agsume & greup of enl;s 1s at HaWALl 2nd is going to
meve to the SOLOMONS., If we assune thet the ships arc not mein-
taining radlc silence, could you plot the Progress of tliese shiD®
to tae SOLOHCHS by the direction from which the troedcast 1is comiagl

2o 1f we bothered to, WE could tell By RDF. alsn We usct
characteristies of your operatnrs snd other information WO could
rut togethieT. 1f for instance, the NEW J=HSEY wae 0ing from one
oint 1O gnother, 1t would be 1ikely to have & largcr volunc ok
communications tinan enother ship. I1f the call sign did nct changeé
for 2: hours, We Were stle to f£ollow 1t for 23 or 23 Lours. Our
oper=tors nften bLeceane farniliar with your operatnr'e 13iosyncresies
and tuec peneral Wype of infermetion sent, We counlc alweys pick
up such information as sddress, date=tlme group, 2ddressoc, ctee

i largc unldb will often collect or sent out weather infrrmetinn.
Such cherzeterictlcs of units meke then casy YO denbifye.

Qe &s Sunpose tne force 1s sbserving redio silence. Comrmnications
ore Girected 0 tne forece from 148 basc in =aAWAII, but the friree
g not ensworing tack. Jould you tell the movement of t:ocee€ fcrces
Ly Yhe directi~n 2nd intensity of rproadcests from HAWAIL to this

forcel

Ae Four or five days ~feor the force reached 4ts destinetion
wo Ymew because of the gcreeter volume ~nf ¢transmissions. 14t was
slweys a questicn as to the extent o wnieh we could rely on oY

eonclusionee.

Go D¢ What iid a peek in volune of racic transmissions ~cen to the
neople atb OWADAY? What was their internretatinoni

Ao 1t represented a sarisis, but what type nf erisis wes con”
plately dependent uprn the tacticel situatione. Wwe crulcd nov toll
wherc that erlsis would materialize. In additon, VOou fnadided"
comumnicetions,. 1t was difficult o cgtinmete where you “'pe.dd.c&".
Toice CKILAWA as 2 specific cxenple. & month before CKIAWA, DallS
(Broadcesting allicd Merchant Ships) nel @ noteble lncrease in
trensmissions. Ten days vefore 16 OKIUAWA operations, tacre viee
» narked increease in submarine reprris. These are oasy b epo’d
beeouse we could cet gond a0F fixce as bthey ere close in. Wacn
sulnarines changed from routine nnocrat irnal communicaticne to
“Urgent", we defuced that perhaps &an =4{r strike or 1anddin;; night
ve in the offing, depending upon tne tactical eituaticie Tre BAMS

6&11 gi;n
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e menthly, 8°€ we c~uld follow 1t. We could
' . HAWAII,

g changed ~nly cnc
for instance, follow such

ond then to the SOLOMONS.

shipping fre

ormeticrn with regard 10 spceific

from the inteorpretetisn of the

Qs 6« Wore ycu sblc to get inf
nanes of the gshins

ghips, ©r epecific groups of ships,
BAMS codet In other Words cruld you learn the

fr-n en interpretaticn of the BAMS ccdet

Qe Yes, WC could.

Qe 7o Were you €vVer eble to tell tho poeitlion Or reogrephlc loca~
ticn of & group of ehips to which the BAMS yranenissirn was cirect—
' ed? |

Ao We hed to wait until San Francisce gtopped and HaWaIl, MIDWAY,
sy the place of its destinestirn gtarted.

~rurmanicaticns officer cf en =2ir

What were yéur duties &8 C

e 1 was & regular comrmuniceti-ne afficer, mostly cencorrned with

routine elr group natters.

Did ycu do eny flying?

wp Oe

He 1 om not = flyer ab all.

Qe 9o Vihore Was the alr group ioceted during the tine you were
with 1t%

Y It is the SABKL Alr Grecup. The terd Naiy croup" is lerger

in Jenencee terns than yourss.

d there on egn avers:cl

Ge 10, How meny planes were asuzlly atteche

SARKI was ~ne in e series cf

men in 2 training £11-ht would

int frr flichte to ke

six flving bozts, 12 Ketes.

treinins flelos. 6ften 20 or 30
drop into SATXI. SARKI wes g rendezvous NC

aouth and had rood anchnrafde.

e

nave any essistants in y~ur cennunicetions Dopt?

Qollt Did v™
3 26 enlisted men cgsisting mee

Se reope Wes 2 warrant officer en
Qe 12 In April of 1941 you ceme %O the Comrunications Dent. of the
HAN). You were there frem 1941 until

Navel Gencrel Steff ( TOKUMU HAW
rlene

the cnd of the war. When did you first jearn thet definite
ned been made for the ottack on IEaRl HaRBORYT

I was prevented fr m zoing home

The night bvefore the attacx.
what wes pendinge

Ae
1g were gilven as to

that nighte No detal
ot FAWAILL reccived ab

Qj,lS. Wwere communicetlicne frem tie consul
OWADAT
Ao 1 d¢c not knove

tecll from commnicaticns which fleest con-

Qe 14e Were you able to
from broadczste that were reccived?

mender was commanding

Ao Admirel HALSEY would use e much -reeter volume of crmmuni-

catisns then Admirel SPRUANCE.

11 whether it wes HALSEY or SPRUANCS

% 15, How were you eable te te
who wase broadcesting?

EESTRIGTED 43) =i




Ae We ‘lmew which one was st sca fren snnouncenents of your
radio and press. In edditlon, we cruld tell e chenge in fleets

ty encther mothrd., For e mcnth previous to a2 change, there would
be a prepondcrence of the NgM s211 sign,~consisting of the letter
nz" o pnumerel, =2nd e tlank. There wes glgc a WK" ecall sifn, con-
eistingz of "K" and three other jetters. The Sth Fleet commnlca-
tirns officer had the reputaticn of telng a better men.

Qe16, To whet department in the Navel Generel Steff dia you dis-
tridute the inf-rmatirn developed ty the communicaticns Dept?

ie The materiel that was of immedlete impertance wes scnt out
from TOKUMU HaN to the Conmander—in—-Chief, Combined Fleet, to
varirus other c~ncerned agoncies, and a copy elways went to the
1st Dept 2nd the 3rd Dept. Our whole anelysis was besed cn Pro-
bebilitiesy there was nothing of & definite nature. There wezs

not nccessarily a ¢great deasl of urgency connceted with our esti-
ates. There wes wide-spreed, veried opinions cf the rellebility

of our estimates.

Qe 17, Dld the Army neve a comrmnicezticns organizetirn perfornlng
functicne eimilap to the TOKXUMU ALY

Ao At TENASHI the Army had a somewhat similar nrgenizaticn,
Lut we hed nc lisiscon with them,

Qe 18. Did this oreonizetion do enalysie and interpretati-n cf
naval communications, cor did they cenfine themselves entirely

to the Arny?
Ao I bolieve they concentrated con eir natters,

Qel9. How did the Arny get the snfornatinrn developed Ty TOXUL

T ¢/ T_TH

n-'*.l.il'

Ao If tre Arny had a request for information, it vnrobvahly went
to tho office of Admiral OZAWA (Ohief Combtinec Haval Frrec) .

Qe 2C. With roference 1o the orcenizaticnal sectirn cf the chard,
yru stated tiaet you nad two to four peovle in each of these di-
visi-ns. Dic yrua heve enlisted men and other pecple working there

also?
HAe There Were some enlisted iicn.
Q, 21, Were you located at the Staff Ccllege thrcucheub the wartd

Ao We were loczted st the Nevy Minieiry until tne middle of 1943,
We were then moved to t.e Wavel War College, thirc flcor, Lecause
it ot too full at the Ministry. I wess at the Naval War Ccllege

until the end of the war.

Qs 22, 2ow far 1s 1t from the Naval Wer Crllege to OWADAT

Ao 50 minutces by care

Qe 23, Was the informaticn dbrought in oy an officer daily, or did
sou keep up with affeirs at OWADa by telephone?

Ao We hed a direct line and three trips a daye

Qe 24e Could you let us ~ave & copy of one nf thesec charte for our
filce?

iAo I believe they are all burned. FUKUSEIMA mey be altlc to
abt=in a cony end hes Just arrived from KOREA.
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