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PREFACE.

T N N

WHaEeN the publication of the Sanhitd of the Rigvéda by
the Honourable the Court of Directors induced the Asiatic
Society to give up their plan of an edition of this work, I

_proposed an edition of the Upanishads commented upon by
-Sankara Achirya, which, independent of the merits of these
writings themselves and the prominent place they hold in the
sacred literature of the Hindus, seemed to me demanded by their
forming a part of the Védas, and by thus closely allying the
labours of the Society to th& undertaking of the Court.

The theological gnd philosophical conceptions of the Upani-
shads must even now be acknowledged as sublime emanations
of the human mind. It is the glory of the supreme Being
which sheds its radiance through all these compositions. It
is the divine spirit,—as separated from matter, in which form
80 ever conceived, as pervading all, matter and mind, its unity
in all the various productions of nature, in all the perverseness
of ignorance and illusion,—which is their theme. It is man
in his best endeavours, striving after truth-and emancipation ;
it is an elevated view of the objects of man, his object being—

- not gratification of the senses, or of the mind, or of mere
action,—but to find himself, in all the illusions of, nature, as
part of the deity, and to render himself identfcal with it by
directing all his thoughts and actions to the deity.

The Upanishads belong further to the most ancient monu-
ments of philosophical speculation, and are far more advanced
in depth and range of their ideas than any of the Greek schools
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before Socrates, with the exception of that of Elea, which in
many respects has a close affinity to them, especially in its fun-
damental idea—which is the identity of all in the infinite sub-
stance—although the idea of the soul in its separation from
nature is more clearly conceived in the Upanishads than by
any of the Eleates. They are also the basis of all the specula-
tions of the Hindus, as their philosophical systems either take
immediately their root from them, or constantly refer to them
even in views which differ from them. It is, therefore, im-
possible to understand their philosophical doctrines without a
thorough knowledge of the Upanishads.

Great as has been the influence of the Upanishads on the
development of philosophical enquiry, it has perhaps been still
greater on the religious belief of the Hindus, and in this respect
they have conferred undeniable benefit on them. Their first
religion, as laid down in the hymn-collections of the Védas,
was polytheistical ; it was a worship of the manifestations of
‘nature ; it is Indra, the god of the®firmament, the wielder® of
the thunderbolt, it-is the Maruts, the winds, it is Agni, th
god of fire &c., who are worshipped. Their religion, in it
first simplicity corresponding to the wants of a simple people
would have in time become a boundless compound of all tha
is perverted in human nature, had not the Upanishads, whic
were in all ages acknowledged as the only guides to unveile
truth, given an ennobling direction to their religious aspira-
tions, All the gods that were invented by a luxuriant imagi-
nation, had to accord with the notions of the deity tixed by the
Upanishads, and we find accordingly in the religious writings
of the Hindus almost constantly the aim to connect this
pantheon by some link or other with the notions derived from
those writings. .

Thus it is with their civil and domestic institutions. The
codes of law which exhibit them, cannot be fully understood,
unless their connexion with the doctrine of the Upanishads is
known, not only as regards their scientific foundation, but also
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as directing the whole tenour of the moral ordinances. To
give an example. The different stages of life, of a religious
student, of a house-holder, of a hermit, and of the Yogi, who
entirely devotes himself to the contemplation of God, are
founded on the notions of the deity held in the Upanishads. The
religious ceremonies, moreover, which constitute so important
a part of their civil institutions, are invariably directed to the
object which the Upanishads enforce as the chief end of man.
It is the purification of mind they all aim at by teaching to take
off the senses from their immediate objects, to refrain from
sensual gratification, and to subdue the passions and emotions,
go that the mind becomes free and a fit organ to direct itself
to the true object of the soul, the contemplation of the deity.

It is, however, not only in a philosophical or historic view,
that an acquaintance with the Upanishads is important, but also,
and perhaps more, with reference to their present and future
bearing upon the destiny of so many millions. They are yet
regarded by a large number of Hindus, who by their learning
and social position have the greatest influence upon the differ-
ent classes of their countrymen, as the standard of. their faith
and philosophy. Before the publication of the Upanishads
this class was almost entirely isolated and precluded from the
influence of European civilisation. They were enclosed in
their own views, and European science hardly touched the
periphery of their circle. An attempt of European science or
religion to substitute other views, was a failure ; for generally
the place of encounter was a position which the Hindus did
not consider themselves as tenable or important, and until now
they could with justice say, that the Europeans in their religi-
ous disputes with them had only battled against sbme illusion
of their own making; for they did not understand thoroughly
their religious doctrines, and all their attacks had been di-
rected against some forms, degenerated from their original
principles. With the same right they might retaliate upon the
many religious superstitions sprung up from the Christian
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faith, the many persecutions, undertaken from so-called
religious motives in all Christian countries, and on the other
hand, with regard to philosophy, on the never-ceasing succes-
sion of systems sprung up and vanished until the present day.
The Upanishads published, the whole ground is changed.
They are taken from the exclusive keeping of one class. Hav-
ing become general property of the human mind, they are
subject to the influence of religion, science and philosophy,
derived from different sources, an inﬂueﬁce, from which even
those who are the present bearers of their tenets, cannot extri-
cate themselves. It will ere long be decided, even to the
Hindus themselves, that in a religious view the Upanishads have
no authority, and if the question of their truth is shifted to the
province of philosophy, that the ontological notions of the
Upanishads and the systems, derived from them, are no more
correctly conceived than those of other pantheistical systems,
or that they must be dissolved by the agency of a more exact
thinking.

I will not enter here upon a critical or philosophical review
of the Upanishads, which I must reserve for another occasion,
but only give an abstract of what has yet been done with regard
to their publication, in order to enable the reader to judge, how
far the present edition may contribute to an ultimate publication
of this important branch of Sanscrit literature, In the following
compilation Dr. Weber’s treatise: ¢ Analysis of the Upanishads,
translated by Anquetil du Perron,’ in his “ Indischen Studien,”
No. 2. pp. 247 to 302, has been of great use to me.

The-name of Upanishad, a)ccording to Sankara A’ch:’xrya,* is
derived from the root Shad, to kill, to go, or to be wearied,
preceded by the prepositions upa, near, and ni, expressing cer-
titude, because it is the knowledge, which thoroughly destroys
the world with its cause, ignorance, or which shows, that God,
the infinite Soul, alone exists, while the world is a mere illusion.

* Vide the commencement of his Commentary to the Brihad Alranyaka
Upanishad.
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The Upanishads contain the science of Brahma, the absolute
being, which is existence, knowledge and bliss, and form, toge-
ther with Bidardyana’s Saririka, or Brahma Sitras, the founda-
tion of the Védanta philosophy. They are, with one exception
(the T'savasyam, or the Vijasanéyi—Sanhitd Upanishad, which
belongs to the white Yajus), portions of the Brihmanas, the
second part of the Védas.* The number of them appears still
to be doubtful. Dr. Weber computes them to 95, viz. the 52,+
which Colebrooke mentions as appendant on the Atharva Véda,

* The Véda, as is well known, is divided into two parts, viz. Mantras and
Bramhanas. The first, the Mantras, (prayers and invocations,) manifest the
divinity of the ceremony and the things necessary for its performance. They
are threefold, Rig, Yojus and Sama. The Bramhanas, or the theological
commentary of the Mantras, contain also three parts, viz. 1, regulations of
rites (Vidhiripam) ; 2, explanation of the sense (Arthavada) ; 3, the doctrine
of the last end of the Védas (Védantavakyam). Vid. Madhustidana Saraswati’s
Prasthanabhéda in Dr, Weber’s ¢ Indischen Studien,” lst number, p. 14,

+ Col. M. E. Vol. L. p. 93, &c. They are the following :—

1. Mundaka. , ¢5. Alruniya or Aruniyoga.
2. Prasna. 26. Kanthasruti.
3. DBrahmavidyd. 27. Pindu.
4. Kshurika, 28, Atma.
5. Chtlika, 29-34. Nrisinha Tapéoiya,
6-7. Atharvasiras. 35-36. Kathaka, Valli, or Kathavallf,
8. Garbha. 37. Kénéshita.
9. Maha. 38. Narayana.
10. Brahma. 39-40. Vrihan Narayana.
11. Pranhgnihotra. 41. Sarvopanishatséra.
12-15. Mandukya. 42. Hansa.
16. Nilarudra. * 43. Paramahansa.
17. . Nadavindu. 44, Anandavalli.
18. Brahmavindu. 45. Bhriguvalli.
19. Awritavindu. 46, Garuda.
20. Dhyanavindu. 47. Kalagairndra,
21. Tejovindu. 48-49. Ramatapaniya.
22, Yogasiksha, 50. Kaivalya.
23. Yogatattva, ' 51. Jabala.

24. Sannyésa, 52, Asrama.
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the nine Upanishads, which he assigns to the other Védas,*
14 Upanishads which Colebrooke considers spurious,t eight
Upanishads of the Atharva] and six from the other Védas,§ which
are given in Anquetil du Perron’s translation, further the Tait-
tariya-Upanishad, properly so called, three Upanishads in the
catalogue of the E. J. H., and two extant in St., Petersburg.||

* Chhandogya, Vrihadaranyaka, Maitrayani, I'sivasya, Aitaréya, Kaushi.
taki, Swétaswatara, Anandavalli, Bhriguvalli,

t 2 Ramatapaniya (Parva and Uttara), 2 Gopélatapaniya, 5 Sundari-Tapa-
nf, Tripura, Tripuri, S8kanda, Kaula, Gopichaundans, Darsana, Vajrastichi.

1 Hansanada, Altmabodha, Shekl or Pankl, Amrat Lankoul, Amritanada,
Taraka, Arkhi, Savank.

§ Tadéva, Satarudriya, Swasam-Kalpa, Purushastikts, Vashkala and
Tsehakli.

- || 1 quote the whole passage from Dr, Weber’s essay for the information
of those who should like to contribute to a complete eollection of the Upa-
nishads, vid. ** Indische Studien,” 2nd No. pp. 249-250.

The number of Upanishads cannot be as yet ascertained. Of the 52,
which Colebrooke assigns to the Atharva, only 39 are found with Anquetil,
viz. 1. (with Colebrooke) Mundaka (= 4 with Anquetil) 24Prasna (= 14) 3.
Brahmavidya (= 25) 4. Kshurika (= 33) 5. Chillikd (= 41) 6. and 7. Athar-
vasiras and Atharvasikha (=9 and 23) 8. Garbhz (= 28) 9. Maha (= 16)
11, Prans (==48) 12. Mandiakya (= 31) 19. Awritavindu (= 26) 20. Dhya-
navindu (= 15) 21. Tejovindu (=27) 22. Yogasiksha (=20) 23. Yoga-
‘tattva (= 21) 25. Alruniya (== 35) 28. Altma (= 24) 34. Nrisinhottara-tapa-
niya (==50) 35-36. Kathaka (= 37) 37. Kéna (=46) 38. Narayana (=7)
39, 40. Mahanarayana (= 30) 41. Sarva (= 6) 43, Paramahansa (= 34) 50,
Kaivalya (= 18) 51. Jabala (=29). The other 23 are not extant; on the
other hand, Anquetil’s translation contains 8 Upanishads of the Atharva,
which Colebrodke does not enumerate among the 52, viz, 10. Hansanada, 17,
A'tmabodha (Col, T. 112) 32. Shekl or Pankl ! (Sakalya ?) 42. Amrat Laukoul
(Amritalankara?) 43. Amritanada. 46. Taraka. 47. Arkhi (Alrsheya) 49,
Saunaka (Savank), Moreover there are among them 6 Upam;hads, belonging
to the other Védas which are unknown to Colebrooke. 8. Tadéva. 19. Sata-
rudriya, 22. Sivasankalpa. 40. Purushastkta. 44, Vashkala. 45. Tschakli (?
If to this the nine Upanishads of the other Védas, which were also known to
Colebroeke, are added, viz. 1. Chhandogya. 2. Vrihadaranyaka. 3. Maitréya-
nf, 4. T'savasya. 11, Aitaréya. 12. Kaushitaki. 13. Swétaswatara. 38,
Anandayvalil, 39. Bbriguvadli, we shall have on the whole (29+23+8+6+9)
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Since the appearance of Anquetil du Perron’s celebrated

work ¢ Oupnekhat,” &c.,* in which he gave the translation

" of 52 Upanishads from the Persian, only a few of the Upani-
shads have been published.

By Ram Mohun Roy the Kithaka, ¥sd, Kéna and Mundaka
were edited and translated.

L. Poley published the same together with the Vrihada-
ranyaka,t and translated the Kéthaka and Mundaka Upani-
shads into French.

G. Pauthxel edited the Kéna and’ I'sa Upanishads with a
French translation.

Burnouf also published some fragments of the text of the
Bribad Xrapyaka with French translation in his Commentaire
sur le Yagna.

75 Upanishads. We must further include in this nwmnber 76-77 the two
Gopala Tapaniya (Col. I. 110). 78-82. the Sundari Tapani. 83. Tripura. 84.
Tripuri. 85. Skanda. 86. Kaunla. 87. Gopichandana, 88. Darsana. 89.
Vajrastichi. (Col. L. 112-13 belonging to Sankara, vid. Boethlinck ecata-
logue of MSS. referring to India, in the Asiatic Museum) which we are not
authorized to exclude from the literature of the Upanishads, as they claim
themselves to helong to it, and in the notion of Upanishad no restriction can
be found. Lastly we have to number with them 90, the Taittiriya Upanishad
properly so called, the three Upanishads wifich I find in the E. J. H. under
No. 1686, viz. Rudra, Atharvaniya, Rudra, and Paingala, and 94-95 the
Niralamba and Srimadatta in St. Petersburg.

* Qupnekhat (i .e. secretum tegendum), &e. ad verbum, e Persico idiomate
Samskriticis vocabulis intemfixto, in Latinum conversum, &c. stud. et op.
Anquetil du Perron. Argentorati, ii. 1801, 2 vols.

+ Oupanichats, Théologie des Vedas, Texte Sanscrit, commenté par San-
kara, traduit en Francais par L. Poley.

Kathaka Oupanichat....traduit du Sanscrit en Frangais par L. Poley,
Paris, 1835. .

Mundaka Oupanichat.. traduit du Sanscrit en Ffangais, par L. Poley,
Paris, 1836.

Vrihadaranyakam, Kathakam, I's4, Kéna, Mundakam, oder fuenf Upani-
shads aus dem Yajur—Sama—and Atharva—Véda. Nach den Handschriften
der Bibliothek der Ost-Indischen Compagnie zu London, herausgegeben von.
L. Poley. Bonn, 1844, 1 vol. -
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Fr. Windischmann published numerous passages of the
Chhandogya Upanishad in his work ¢ Sankara,* and gave a
translation of almost the whole of it, of several passages of the
Brihad Aranyaka, and of the Kéthaka, Ysi, Kéna and Mun-
daka.t - '

The Tattwabodhini Society published: the Katha, Vaja-
sanéya Sanhitd, Talavakara (Kénéshitam) Mundaka, Mindukya,
Prasna, and Aitaréya Upanishads, with extracts from the com-
mentary of Sankara Achirya.f The Katha, s4, Kéna, Man-
duka, Mindukya and Swétdswatara, appeared also separately
in the Tattwabodhini Patrika. The Katha, I'si, Kéna, Mén-
dukya and part of the Mupduka were followed by a Bengali,
and the Katha, Munduka, I's4 and Swétiswatara by an English
translation.

The present edition contains the following Upanishads :
Brihadranyaka, Chhéndogya, Taittariya, I'si, Kéna, Katha,
Prasna, Mupduka, Mandukya, Aitaréya and Swétiswatara Upa-
nishads accompanied by the Bhashya of Sankara KAchérya, and
the Tik4 of Ananda Giri, with exception of the®Swétiswatara
Upanishad, which is only followed by the Bhashya of Sankara,
as I was not able to procure a copy of Ananda’s Tik4, nor even
information, whether or nor it is yet extant. To the Mindukya
is added the Kérika of Gaudapada, the commentary of Sankara
referring as well to the Upanishad as to this Kérika.

The commentary of Sankara, with thé exceptioh of that to
the four Upanishads, edited by R4m Mohun Roy, and reprint-
ed by L. Poley, has not been published before, and the Tik4
of Ananda appears for the first tithe. Sankara’s commentary,
especially to the Brihad4ranyaka and Chhéndogya is very volu-
minous, yet it’is pot diffuse, and many passages, in.which he

* Sankara, Bonn, 1833.

F In the work of his father: ¢ The Philosophie im Fortgang der Welt-
geschichte,” (philosophy iu the march of universal history.)

1 Kalikéta, 1767 Sak : text 47 ps. 1 comm. 77 pp-
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conuments on the doctrine of the Védanta or expounds his own
views, are extremely difficult by the shortness of expression
or reference to parts of his system with which he supposes his
reader to be acquainted. On this account it was necessary to
add the Tik4 of Ananda, because it supplies the connecting links
and generally explains fully such points as are only touched
upon by Sankara. His commentary is, by general consent, the
standard in the explanation of Upanishads and of the doctrine
of the Védinta. It is invaluable for the philosophical history
and for a correct estimate of the spirit of philosophical research
among the Hindus, and will give an illustrious example of the
vast learning, the patient and thorough research, and the high
philosophical acumen of the Hindus of former days.

For this edition I nsed the following MSS.

1.—For the Bribaddaranyaka.

No. 10, from the Library of the Asiatic Society, received
from the College of Forf, William, on 258 leaves or 516 pages,
containing text, Bhashya and Tikd in the Panchavalli* form.
It is written in Devanagari characters. At the end is marked
Samvat 18.6. It is a complete, but modern copy, and full of
mistakes and omissions.

No. 1641, from the Library of the Sanserit College, containing
the text, on 72 leaves, written by Sydma Sarma. It is an old
and good MS.—No. 1330, from the L. of the S. C.—Bhashya.
It is dated 1719. The MS. is excellent.——A MS. without
number, which I received through the kindness of Dr. Bal-
lantyne. It is written on 46 leaves, and contains only the
text with the accents. It is one of the finest copies, and
must be ancient to judge from the shape of the I?tters. It is
throughout correct. There is unfortunately ne date.

* A MS. is called Panchavalli according to a certain arrangement of the
text, commentary and gloss, according to which each page contains five divi-
sions, the text being in middle, the commentary abo.ve and below it, and the
gloss again above and below the commentary.
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A copy without number, from the Tattwabodhini Sabha,
containing Bhashya and Tik4, written on separate leaves, the
former on 132 leaves, and the latter on 63, It is partly in
Dévanagari, partly in Bengéli characters. Although the copy is
medern, yet it is throughout very exact and correct.

2.——For the Chhandogya.

No. 16.—From the Library of the Asiatic Society, received
from the College of Fort William, on 536 pages, without
date, containing text, Bhdshya and Tik& in the Panchavalli
form. It is a modern, indifferent and not quite complete copy.

A MS. without number, from the Tattwabodhini Sabhi,
text, commentary and Tik4, written on 360 separate leaves.
It is dated Samvat 1876. This has been purchased at Benares,
and is.a most beautiful and correct MS.

No. 1496 from the Sanscrit College, containing the text on
22 leaves ; Samvat 1840,

No. 2220 from the S. C,; Bhashya, on 95 leaves, Samvat
1753. Both of these MSS. are very correct.

3.—For the Ysi, Mundaka Kithaka, Prasna, Méndukya,
Taittarfya, Aitaréya and Kéna Upanishads.

No. 7.—TFrom the Library of the Asiatic Society, received
from the College of Fort William on 210 leaves or 420 pages,
text, commentary and gloss in the Panchavalli form, complete,
modern and indifferently correct. This as well as the MSS. of
the Brihaddrapyaka and Chhandogya Upanishads in the Li-
brary of the Asiatic Society appear to have been written by the
same copyist. .

A MS. without number. From the P, B. S., only text;
it is an ancient and very good copy.

No. 1404 ‘from the S. C., I'sé U. text and commentary,
on 11 leaves.—No. 1662 from the S. C., Mundaka U., text,
commentary and gloss (Panchavalli) on 26 leaves, Samvat
1878.—No. 1448 from the S. C., Kithaka U., text commentary
and gloss (Panchavalli) 32 leaves, Samvat 1883.—No. 1655,
from the S. C., Prasna U., text, commentary and gloss (Pan-
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chavalli) en 36 leaves, Samvat 1883.—No. 1661 from the
8. C., Méandukya, text, commentary and gloss {Panchavalli) on

34 leaves, no year marked.—No. 1443, from the 8. C., Aitaréya -
U., text, commentary and gloss {Panchavalli) on 48 leaves,
Samvat 1883. No. 1459 frem the S. C. text, commentary
and gloss (Panchavallij Samvat 1883. All these MSS. are
written with great care and correctness.

4.—For the Swetdswatara Upanishad.
No. 702, from the Library of the Asiatic Seciety, containing
text and commentary, an ancient and most excellent MS.

_ This was the enly MS. I had of the Swétwisvatara Upaunishad;
but as it is written with the utmost care and correctness, and
as I could compare it with the printed copy of the Tattwabo-
dhini- Sabha, which has been taken from a different MS.,
another MS. was not required for collation.

EVVVVVVVVRV VUV
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