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PAST GREAT FAMINES. e

_feinic Visitations of Diutress Yr-
ing the Werld's Hiatory.
It must not be l:;nvn.ed that the
which is naw astating India,
s 1t is, is unique in the worid's
The enpals of history give au-
record of not less than 350 fam-
-~ dating from Scriptural times down
the present, saye Frank Leslie's
amiy. #adl pestilence bave
~wy= gone hand in hend, the ome
--Lo the other, and vermin“and filth
- always been among the chief
So recently as 1855 there came
plague of loeusta in Utah and only the
. == seygulls, never before
—= 50 far inlasd, prevented the total
Vo wius @t thé crops and conse-
_l::% famine.
Besides insects and vermin there may
- other causes of famine, pome natural,
- artificial. Among t
drought und other meteoroiogical
siuenia, war, defective agriculture,
{eiiive transportation, legislative in-
iorence, currency restrictions, spec-
-ie= and misspplicatjon of grain.
In connectiom with this last-named
=~z it may be said that, although In-
- has been cursed with famine more
=:: any other country, baving bad 34
iihin the century, an & whole country
always produces food enough forallof
inbabitants, and even in yearsof fam-
* there are regions of plenty sufficient
feed the starving if only the grain
-7 be brought to them. It isnatural,
sciuic, 10 suppose that the causes of
7'Z_ famires are quite as much arti-
as matural and that Jegielative
&% oould do much to prevent

SOLD FOR OLD JUNK. i~

-~ impince of Fuust, the Famous Come.
furer, Goes to Second-Hand Dealer.
The house in Roda, Saxe-Altenburg,
eie Dr. Johann Faust, the famous

Toiiine and soothsayer of legendery
=7, was born toward the last quar-

of the fifteenth century, was
iwwked down to a rative jurk dealer

- $25 the other day, and is now being

fmniled. PFive years ago, when the

1ds feir commission dispatched
~* army of curiosity hunters to all
:rts of the globe to scek attracticme,
= good people of Roda agked a ecol
: {0 for the little pile of brick, wood,
mortar and dust that was to be
down and recrected in this city.
2t the price was considere] too stiff,
-4} the negotigtions fell through. In

ier that the house might not fall
~wn, the monieipal fatkers of the lit-
fown ordered its immediate demoli-

-z, savs the New York Sun.

This historie structure stood unti!
'te receatly on a rock emirence vear
e Jenuisches Thor (city gate). Itwas

frume building, very rickety, asd had
»¢n extensively repaired. There is o

&.uu that it dated Lack to the year
150 or 1400, as do many other buildirgs
{ BEoda. That Faust saw the light in

. of its dingy rooms, witn floors of

a3cn fremes, is attéwted by severa!
‘ntic statements in the town chron-
nrd also in the Faust Buch, printed
- 1587, from which zll iater writers or
he Faust legend quote, and which is
teir chief authority.

BOTH WERE GENTLEMEN.®+

heir Afterthoughts and Thelr Ko~
tions Shoswed That,

¢:= cold and storm evening last
iLter a:prosperous-locking biisiness
o stopged in the vestibmle of g lage
tiiey Luilding, on hik waj""cut,g‘nd at-
:mpied to light a cigur, says the
‘cufh’s Companion. An'urchin with
n armful of papers also stood within
Le arch, stamping hie feet on the stone
‘up to warm them., as he lustily eried
< wares. )

The wied blew out the last match
Lich the fur-conted broker had about
.« person, and he turned to the boy and
aid e

“‘lere, boy, give meamatch.”... .
Thre lad eyed the gentieman furtively
= be inquired: “Say, mister, is that a

"mand OF 2 request ?”

Irstead of Leing angry at this reproot
‘e gentleman—for he was such—re-
& kindly: .

A request, my Yoy, a humble request;
=t I'l1 take & couple of evening papers,
no I guess,” 'he added, as hie received
he match from the youngster’s hand
i<t passed him a quarter, and you may
p the change.” -

That men’s got mapnners if he's a
‘=t ter use ‘em,” said the boy, as his
2 boarded a cer.

“That boy won't always Lave to sel}
rs  if ~he practices what be
535, thoughtthe bréfker, as hesat

torggdtbenew:.»f

]

A Jubtlee. |

TheTe &ias been a great disrrasion &s
- what would be a suitable pame for
his year, In view of the fact that it is
lueen Vicloria’s 60th year as relgn-
monarch. When the 50th year was

;r:)ebrated; it was named the Jubilee
r. This recalls the story of an oid

who was asked by her grandchild:

)

W hatever ip the meaning of this year

Tubilee?” “Well, my dear,” was the
wc anawer, “it is this way. I you
“=¢ been married to a man 50 years,
- * the man is alive, it is . goiden wed-
7.5y if the wan is deaq, jtis a jubilee.” ]

N

Jews Worshiping in a Desert.
In the Jewish Chroridle appears sn
: + of & remarkable Jewiah con-
awioix in South Africa, with )
ot 13 mmﬁ wotnes. ey
7" 1n & desert, 3,000 miles from
2 comurunication. - The wrniter
¢ ever the place mes an An-
tany center, this record will stand
= evidence H1-te efforte mpdé by its
=2 Jewish sattiers, to eelebrate the
feativals acgerding to the timdj-
kmﬁﬁ&?‘% their faith.” -

i Veolcanie Islands. 3 L
“Binte the’ beginting of. this dentry
no less than 52 volcanic islands hawe
r'ren out of the sea. Ninefgen of that
niiater have siglie disappeltyd and ten

GILA MONSTERS VENOMOUS,

A Sacvant Who Hias Satisfied Himpgelt
That Their Bite Is Deadly.

Prof. John Van Denburg lately de-
livered an interesting lecture at the
Academy of Sciences upon the subject
of the (ila monster. A good-sized aundi-
‘ence was present, says the San Frem-
cisco Call.

“It has becomnea common supposition
for years,” said the lecturer, “that the
bite of a Gila monater was aa poi
ous as that of & rettlesnake, but many
of the scientists denied this. Numerous
eminent sclentific men stated that from
aciual experience they bhad demoo- '
strated that the bite was harmless. One
of theae, Dr. Schufert, had himself been
bitten by one-of the reptiles, and, be-
sides the pain occasioned by the ordi-
nary bite of an smimal, no {ll resulta
fallowed.” . : —

The lecturer then stated that he bad
demonstratcd that the saliva of the’
Gila monster was poisonous. Its bite
would in almost every case cause death
if thie teeth of the lower jaw penetrated
the skin. It was the upper jaw of the
reptile which sank into the flesh of Dr.
Schufert, and as the secretion of the
glands of the upper jaw.was barmless
the doctor lived.

The speaker said that he had injected
the saliva of both the upper and lower
"glands into pigeons, and in every case
where that from the lower jaw was in-
jectad the victim had died in a short
tine. He showed why so many ani-
mals which are bitten by the poisonous
reptile live,. The duets which lead from
the glands to the mouth open between
the lower lip and the gum. For the
saliva to enter & wound it must be
forced up from the lip to the teeth, and
thence into the wound. Thus it is hard
for the poisonous fluid to reach the
blood, even if the victim is bitten by
the jower teeth.

LOOKING DOWN THE FUTURE

A Peculiar Instance of Foresight in
" Framce.

One day ig October, 1863, Lady A—,
living in Rue du Del-Respiro, Paris,
found that she had been robbed of o
sum of 3,500 francs, says the Arena.
She npotified the cormmissary of police,
who instituted a search acd questioned
the servants, but discovered nothing.
Lady A—— wben ecumerating her serv-
ants begged the comunissary to exclude
from his suspicions her second valet de
chambre, a youth of 19, very good-look-
ing, very respectful and very well quali-
fied for his duties. who had been nick-
named “le Petit” not on account of his
stature, for he wae rather fall, but for
a feeling of delicate, protecting famil-
iarity which his good gualities had woo
for him.

‘Meanwhile, among the friends of
Lady A—— there had been a good deal’
of talk about s certain Demoiselle
E——, who they said, could see the-
mwost surprising tkings in a bowl of
coffee grounds. M.L.d Ervieux had the
curiosity to accompany his governess
to the house of this person and was
quite surprised 1o hear her deacribe ex-
actly each piece of furniture in Lady
A——'s apartment, pess in review her
seven servants and say that. though she
could cot name the thief. he would be
guillotined within two years.

Sowe weeka later “le Petit” left the
service of his mistress without giving
any reasop and two years later  he
mounted the scaffold. The servant so
highly esteemed was fong Other than
Manschahdon, the assassin. -

-

NOT A'FasHioNaBLE wEDbING.

The Groom's Clothes Were Bgdly
Shrucken and thé Dride Muddy.
There was a time in Oregon when the

male inhabitants wostly wore buckskin

tronsers, -becduse there was no other
material available for garment making.

Oregon’s climate, of course, is damp,

and backskin ouce wet shrinks fright-

fully in drying. This remjinds gn oid
pioneer, says [:gc Covallis (Ore.) Times,
of the first wedding be ever went to in

Oregon. He said: “lIt occurred in tbhe

winter of 1845 at Oregon City. The bride

walked two miles through mud to get
to the cburch. She was arrayed in
white, and when shz appeared in church

Ler gown was sadly bedraggled. The'

groom wore buckskin'pants. Once they

bad been wet, but at the wedding they
were dry. They bagged at the knees
urtil there was room inside for n swarm
of "bees, but they failed to reach his
shoetops. They ended somewhat about
the calf of the legm, nnd the groom wore

Do socks. It wasa strange costume for

the chief contractor at a wedding, but

the groom was undaunted. -His name

%as Sharpsand the namesof the brife:

was ~Thongh theyrwere/wedded

Lo unsightly Spits, ft j6- presumed that
‘they lival happily until #he hysbarid,
years rward, killed a man and went

to the pewitentiary, and the wife mar
ried another man. . - e 1o
—_—
King of tho Hellemes, .

The official title of the Grecian mon-
arch, which is king of the Hellenes, is
sakd to have been adopted by way of a
chalienge of the sultan’s sovereignty
over the milliory of Hellenss i
in Macedonia, Roumelia, on the jelands
of the Aegeam ses, and the Levant end on
the coast of Asia Minor. King George's
eldest son, Crown Prinoce Constantine,
secmms to bawve been named in the same
-Ei%! Fe?meui e grand Turk, aod
in cipatlon o dey when the
ruler of all te Hellemes sball b o5
tbroned in the i Sty Bur the

osporug founded by Constmntine the

reat, wi for 1600 yeers wes the
capital of the Grecian half of the Ro-
mam empire. -

. A Rare Beefstealk. '3 g
The firat plece of beetsteak thiit ever
reached the gold fields in Alsska sold
 for 348 per, pound. The plece of beef-
| atenk. was carvied 250 milés by‘-'ﬁmﬁmi
O'Brien, from. Forty Mile Crosk to Cir-
-rle Civy, and weighéd s ifaction over tey
poanda: It was put on exBibition at’
Circle: City and wsitrgicted ipuch athe
tion, and was ‘subsequenily . of
for 8480, the proceeds golng tomwel the

IN HONOR OF WOMEN,

IL' i’mty Custom That Provails in &
Swiss Canton.

Itisintereating tanote how two emall
communities conspire to do honor to
their womankind on account of services
rendered in days long past, saeys the
New York Jourpal. The Swiss canton
of Argovie yearly celebrates s fete
which dates back to the year 1712, when
Seigneur de Hallwyl raised a regiment
of amazons o assist some Barnese
troops who were hard pressed by the
Catholic eantona. On & given Sunday:
the women of the commune of Meistes-
schwanden dnd n essume
lordship over the masterful sex. The
married womea and girls jssue invita-
tions to their husbands and friendsand

village inn. The men who are hereen<
tertained to tea, beer and cukes, are
obliged to wait till their hostesses ap-
pear from an adjoinicg room to choose
them as partaners for the cupnce.

The women shelter “and chape
their guests throughout thé evening:
and when dancing is done they eseort.
the poor. weak men back to theirown
firesider. A pretty custom, desgérving
to be perpetuated. ¢

Apother small community '6n ibe
Isle of Man évinces it gratitude.in a
more pratical manper still. ‘®n ooe ocea-
slan an invading force seemed likely to
overcoine the {alanders.when the wom-
en rushed to the rescue and defeated
the enemy. Since then a Manx-woman,
after marriage. becomes possessed of
one-balf of her Ausband’s property,
whetber possessed then or acquired at
a later date. 8o sbeolute is her owner-
ship that she may dispose of her share
on death in the manner best plessiog
10 her. : :

BECOMING POPULAR IN EUROPE.

Demand for American Hardwoods
Steadfly Growiag on the Continent.
A sigoificant fact in the industrial
world of Kurope ia the steadily increns-
ing demand foe hard woods that are in-
digenous 1o the soil of America. As
mey be supposed, oak leads the foreign
shipments, although tulip, poplar. ash,
gum and bluck walnut, whenevera good
quality can be secured, are in some de-
mand. Furopean consuwmers like the
Guality of American oak, and. since it
is krown to be plentiful here, it will
probably be in increasing demand. Cot-
tonwood has been akipped to Germany
irf considerable quantities, where cheap
wood is required for furniture, and
other uses. Much of this lumber is
forwarded from New Orleans, and since
a great part of the oak, ash, poplar, cot-
tonwood and other timbers demanded
by the foreign market is in the south-
ern states, it i8 not improbable that
lumber for foreign murkets will be
largely shipped fn future from the guit
ports. In speaking of thia matter the
Northwestern Lumberman says that
the European market requires lumber
cut of exact thickness, and of accurate
length, trimmed #0 as to have the butts
square and true. Bpace forpiling in the
yards of the old wor!d is an object, so
that random, uneven lengths are objeo-
tionable, and, since the foreign buyer
insiets that he shall have just what he
bargains for, quality should be stricti
attended to. :

THE PRESIDENT AND MIS SALARY

Can He Live at Ease on the Income
from His Saviagst

“1_sball not attempt to answer the
‘queition: How much-of his salary does
the president expend ?” writes ex-Presi-
dent Harrison‘in an srtigle, in the
Lgdies' Home , on “The Social
Life of the President.” “But those who
tLink be can'live at bis ease after his Te-
tirement on the income from bhis.sav-
ings should take account of several
things: First, that the net . income’
from safe investiments does not exceed
four per cent.; second, that the amount
invested in a home yields no income,
snd third, that he must bave a private
secretary, for his mall will be 20 large
that he caonot deal with it himself. A
son of one of our most eminent presi-
dents w ho had lost all of his means told
me that it was patbetic tosee his father,
who was in i1l bealth, Jabering beyond
his strength to answer tHe letters that
came to him. But if the president re-
tains a fair measure of health he will
take care of himaseif. 1If he waa ever
capable of directing the affairs of the’
' nation he may be trusted to administer
his own business; and it he has won the
esteem of his fellow-citizens, and has
rightly, valued 1t, \he will not barter it
for riches. To auy voeation from which
& wan may be suitably ealled to the
presidency he may suitably retdrn.” =

A RE_M‘KABLE CENTENARIAN.,

An - Eadtianwoman  Wiobe ' Lite
L} im Three Conturies.
; ]

At first thought it appears well ¢
inipoasible €hat one human life could
toueh three centuries bgtgr: death
came. The English papers hate recent-
ly been” discussing longevity fn #ts
various phases and find at Jeast three
well-authentionted cases of people who
lived to three times change the last
three ntimerals in the year date, says
the Rew York World. :

Mrs, Elisabeth Hobbe, & Cambridge-
‘shire lady, did so. She was born in 1699
end died on March 33, 1803, in the one
Loudered and fourth yesr of her age,
which facts are recorded on her grave-
stone in the southwest corner of the
churchyard of Little Wilbraham, about
alx miles from Cambridge, .

Parr, more familiarly known
& “0ld Parr,” was born in 1483 and died
in 1635, at the agn of 152 years and nine
months, having lived 17 years in the
fifteenth, 100 in the sixteenth and 35
years in the seventeenth. centiries, .

On aAombetone fu Llandaf Center, .
H., is tho following: “Widow Sussups
- Brownson -waa barn August 31, 1009, and
| died Tume 12, 1802, agedi103 yeats,” Bhe
tBus lived in the sevenigenth, .-elght
ecnth ahd nineteenth centuries. .

. . *——‘—_

\7 © 5. A Lesing Business, ”
< 1t s stated that $25,000,000 bias been
iost in attempring to start duily papers
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