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F e b r u a r y ,  1925

E D ITO RIAL

T h e re  is a n  a g e le s s  a n t in o m y . I t is th a t  life , a p p a r ­
e n t ly  th e  s im p le s t  th in g  in  th e  w o rld , is  ju s t  th e  m o s t 
su p re m e ly  d ifficu lt th in g  in  th e  w o rld . T o  liv e  w o u ld  

seem  fro m  o n e  a n g le  to  b e  the- e a s ie s t  
A n  AGELESS th in g  p o s s ib le , a n d  y e t from  a n o th e r  it
ANTINOMY. is  th e  m o s t p ro fo u n d ly  e x a c t in g  of p ro ­

b le m s . A ll o u r  a c c u m u la te d  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f th e  a g e s , o u r  in s t in c ts ,  o u r  k n o w le d g e , o u r  cu s to m s, 
o u r  la w s , o u r in s t i tu t io n s ,o u r  r e l ig io n s  a re , a t  o u r  d is p o s a l  
to d a y ,  to  a id  us in  l iv in g ,  a n d  y e t  th e re  is no  e x a c t 
s c ie n c e , 110 u n iv e rsa l c o n s e n su s  o f o p in io n , to  g u id e  
u n a l te r a b ly  to  th e  g r e a t  g o a l. H e re  in  th is  o n e  o f th e  
w o rld ’s o ld e s t  c u ltu re s , C h in a , m a n y  W a y s  h a v e  b ee n  
e x p o u n d e d  a n d  e x p e r im e n te d  u p o n . T h e r e  is a n c ie n t  
A n im is m  w ith  A n c e s to r  W o r s h ip ,  s ti l l  f lo u r is h in g  in  
m a n y  fo rm s . T h e r e  is  th e  W a y  o f  I n a c t io n  a s  a d v o c a t­
e d  b y  th e  h o a ry  p h i lo s o p h e r  L a o tz e  a n d  h is  m y s t ic  fo l­
lo w ers . T h e re  is  th e  p la in , e th ic a l  W a y  a s  s e tfo r th  b y  
th e  g re a t  S a g e  C o n fu c iu s , by  M en c iu s , by  C h u -fu -tz e  a n d  
th o u s a n d s  o f a r d e n t  d is c ip le s . T h e re  a re  a lso  th e  W a y s  
o f E n l ig h te n m e n t  o f th e  B u d d h a  a s s u r in g  us th a t  a ll is 
d e c e p t io n ,  a n d  th e  D e ism  o f  M a h o m e t r e a d y  to  c o m p e l 
a ll to  c o n fo rm ity .

In to  th is  m aze  o f c o n f lic tin g  c la im s , w e m is s io n a r ie s  
o f  th e  w e s t h a v e  com e w ith  s ti l l  a n o th e r  WTay . I t  is th e  
W a y  o f  O n e  w h o  c la im e d  n o t o n ly  to  K n o w  a n d  to  

T e a c h ,  b u t to  Be, th e  W a y , th e  T ru th  a n d  
T H E  W A Y  th e  L if e ,  th a t  is th e  tru e  a n d  l iv in g  W a y . 
O F  L IF E . O f  H is  c la im , w e H is  fo llo w e rs  a re  p r o ­

fo u n d ly  c o n v in c e d  n o t a lo n e  b y  c o m p a r is o n  
a n d  o th e r  in te l le c tu a l  c o n v ic tio n s , b u t by  lo n g  c e n tu r ie s  
o f  in d iv id u a l  a n d  s o c ia l e x p e r im e n t a n d  e x p e r ie n c e . 
T o  m a k e  k n o w n  th is  p e r fe c t ,  a l l- c o m p re h e n s iv e  W a y  
to  th is  n a t io n ,  w e h a v e  s o u g h t  v a r io u s  m e a n s ,  th ro u g h
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h e a l in g  th e  s ic k , te a c h in g ,  p re a c h in g , th e  p r in te d  p a g e  
a n d  v a r io u s  o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s .  In  p r e s e n t in g  th is  W a y  w e 
h a v e  e n d e a v o re d  m o re o v e r, h e re  in  th e  w est, to  p r e s e n t  a 
u n i te d  a p p e a l .  W e  h a v e  co m e  fro m  d if fe re n t  d e n o m in a ­
t io n s ,  fro m  d if fe re n t  la n d s  a n d  w ith  d if f e r e n t  o r g a n iz a ­
t io n s ,  b u t  th e  e n d e a v o r  h a s  b e e n  in  a s  f a r  a s  c o n s is te n t  
w ith  o u r  p e r s o n a l a n d  o th e r  c o n v ic tio n s , to  s in k  th e s e  
d if fe re n c e s  a n d  u n ite  a l l  o u r  p o w e rs  fo r  th e  g r e a t  c a m ­
p a ig n .  _

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  re c o rd s , th e  C h in a  I n la n d  M is s io n  
c a m e  to  W e s te rn  S z e c h w a n , K w e ic h o w  a n d  Y u n n a n  
in  18 77 , th e  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  M is s io n  in  18 8 1 , th e  

F r ie n d s  F o re ig n  M is s io n a ry  A s s o c ia -  
T h e  F IR ST  tio n , th e  U n ite d  M e th o d is t  M iss io n  a n d  
CONFERENCE. th e  C h in a  I n la n d  M is s io n  ( E a s te rn  

D is tr ic t)  in  1886 , th e  L o n d o n  M is s io n ­
a r y  S o c ie ty  in  1887 , th e  A m e r ic a n  B a p tis t  M is s io n a ry  
S o c ie ty  in  1889  a n d  th e  C a n a d ia n  M e th o d is t  M is s io n  in  
18 92 . A s  th e  te r r i to r y  w as  v a s t, th e re  w a s  a t  f ir s t  l i t t le  
c h a n c e  o f  r e d u p lic a t io n  o f e ffo rt o r  o f c o n f lic tin g  
in te r e s ts ,  b u t f ro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  e n o rm ity  o f  
th e  ta s k  th e re  w a s  im p e ra tiv e  n e e d  f o r  c o o p e ra t io n .  
T h u s  it  s e e m e d  w ell to  a sm a ll g ro u p  in  C h u n g k in g  to  c a ll  
a  C o n fe re n c e . T h e  id e a  se c u re d  r e a d y  a c c e p ta n c e  a n d  
a s  r e c o rd e d  e ls e w h e re  in  th is  n u m b e r, “In  J a n u a r y  1899 
th e  lo n g - h o p e d - f o r  F i r s t  W e s t  C h in a  C o n fe re n c e  m e t in  
C h u n g k in g , a n d  w as  a t te n d e d  by  72  m is s io n a r ie s  a n d  4 
v is i to r s .” T h e y  w e re  few  in  n u m b e r  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  
th e s e  la te r  y e a rs , b u t th e y  sh o w e d  th e m se lv e s  a w o r th y  
v a n g u a r d  b y  th e i r  v is io n . T h e y  p a s s e d  m a n y  re s o lu ­
t io n s ,  fo u r  o f  w h ic h  w ere  to  p ro v e  o f  s p e c ia l  s ig n if ic a n c e . 
T h e s e  w e re  “ T h e  D iv is io n s  o f th e '- F ie ld ” a m o n g  th e  
s o c ie t ie s ,  so  th a t  th e re  m ig h t  be n o  o v e r la p p in g  of 
e ffo rt, th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  of th e  “ W e s t C h in a  M is s io n s  
A d v is o ry  B o a rd ” w h e re  y e a r ly  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f th e  
m is s io n s  m ig h t m e e t fo r  c o n s u l ta t io n  a n d  c o o p e ra t io n ,  
th e  in a u g u ra t io n  o f  th e  “ W e s t  C h in a  R e lig io u s  T r a c t  
S o c ie ty ” w h ic h  h a s  s c a t t e r e d  y e a r ly  m il l io n s  o f  th e  
p r in te d  p a g e  f a r  a n d  w id e , a n d  la s t  b u t n o t le a s t  th e  
p u b l ic a t io n  o f th e  “ W e s t  C h in a  M is s io n a r jr N e w s” to  
s e rv e  as  a c o n s ta n t  v o ic e  a n d  c le a r in g  h o u se  fo r  a ll 
id e a s  a n d  e n d e a v o r s .  S o m e  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f th a t  
f ir s t  c o n fe re n c e ,  w e a re  h a p p y  to  k n o w  a re  s ti ll  w ith  us, 
a n d  “ g o in g  s t r o n g .” T h e  re s u lts  o f  th a t  f irs t u n i te d
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m e e tin g  m u s t a s s u re d ly  b e  a so u rc e  o f  g r a t i tu d e  to  them , 
a s  it is to  us all.

T h e  s e c o n d  a t te m p t  to  c o o r d in a te  o u r  e n d e a v o rs  
ca m e  in  J a n u a r y  1908, ju s t  n in e  y e a r s  la te r ,  w h e n  th e  
(S e c o n d )  W e s t C h in a  M is s io n a ry  C o n fe re n c e  m e t a t  th e  

p ro v in c ia l  c a p i ta l ,  C h e n g tu . T h is  tim e  
T H E  SECOND th e  to ta l  a t te n d a n c e  w as 160  d e le g a te s  
CONFERENCE, a n d  21 v is i to rs ,  a ll m is s io n a r ie s  sa v e  

five o f th e  v is i to r s  w h o  w e re  C h in ese . 
D a r in g  th e  d e c a d e  fo u r  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  m is s io n a ry  
a c tiv i ty  h a d  b e e n  c le a r ly  e m e rg in g , n a m e ly  e v a n g e lism , 
m e d ic in e , l i t e r a tu r e  a n d  e d u c a t io n .  E s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  
la t te r ,  s in c e  th e  g re a t  Im p e r ia l E d ic t  a b r o g a t in g  th e  o ld  
e x a m in a t io n  sy s te m  a n d  c a ll in g  fo r  m o d e rn  sc h o o ls , 
th e re  h a d  b e e n  u n u su a l a c tiv i ty . T h e  W e s t C h in a  
C h r is t ia n  E d u c a t io n a l  U n io n  h a d  b ee n  fo rm e d  a n d  th e  
p r o je c te d  sc h e m e  fo r  th e  W e s t C h in a  U n io n  U n iv e rs ity ' 
w a s  r e a d y  fo r  la u n c h in g . T h e s e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  n a tu r ­
a lly  d ic ta te d  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f th e  p ro g ra m . T h a t  th e  
d is c u s s io n s  w ere  p ro v o c a tiv e  a n d  p r a c t ic a l  m a y  be 
in d ic a te d  by  th e  f a c t  th a t  a lm o s t t wo h u n d re d  re s o lu ­
tio n s  o f v a r io u s  k in d s  w ere  p a s s e d , in te n d e d  to  f u r th e r  
a n d  c o o r d in a te  th e  w o rk . T h e  so u l o f th e  C o n fe re n c e , 
h o w e v e r, w as in  th e  s lo g a n , “O n e  P r o te s ta n t  C h r is t ia n  
C h u rc h  fo r  W e s t  C h in a .” A C h u rch  U n io n  C o m m ittee  
w a s  fo rm e d  a n d  c o n t in u e d  to  m e e t fo r  se v e ra l y e a rs ,  r e ­
p o r t in g  f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  to  th e  A d v is o ry  B o ard . R a th e r  
e la b o r a te  ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  w ere  d ra w n  u p  lo o k in g  
to  th e  o r g a n ic  u n io n  o f a ll th e  g ro w in g  m is s io n  c h u r ­
ch e s  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  w est. T h e  sc h e m e , a s  is w e ll 
k n o w n  fa i le d  e v e n tu a lly ,  so f a r  a s  th e  fo rm a l s id e  w as  
c o n c e rn e d , b u t i t  h a s  a b u n d a n t ly  s u c c e e d e d  in  s p ir i t ,  
f o r  a ll W e s t  C h in a  a re  in  C h r is t ia n  a c tiv i ty , p o s s ib ly  
ev e n  b e t te r  th a n  o n e  b ig  c h u rc h , th e y  a re  o n e  u n i te d  
fa m ily

A  d e c a d e  l a te r  s ti ll ,  a b o u t 19 18 , i t  w a s  f e l t  th a t  the  
tim e  h a d  com e to  a g a in  m e e t in  c o n fe re n c e , a n d  f ro m  
t h a t  d a te  u n t i l  th is  p re s e n t  y e a r , th re e  o r  fo u r  a t te m p ts  

h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  m e e t. B u t th e  
T H E  R e c e n t  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  o th e r  c o n d i t io n s  h a v e  in  
CONFERENCE e a c h  c a se  p ro v e d  u n fa v o ra b le .  W h e th e r  

o r  n o t th e  w o rk  h a s  su f fe re d  f ro m  th e  
fa ilu re , i t  w o u ld  b e  d ifficu lt to  d ec id e . T h is  y e a r  c o n ­
d i t io n s  h a v e  p ro v e d  a b u n d a n t ly  a u s p ic io u s  a n d  a n o th e r
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C o n fe re n c e ,  th e  “F i r s t  G e n e ra l  C o n fe re n c e  o f  th e  C h r is ­
t ia n  C h u rc h e s  o f W e s t  C h in a  h a s  p a s s e d  in to  h is to iy .  
T h e  w o rd s  “F i r s t  G e n e ra l '’ a n d  “ C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h e s ” , 
w e re  in te n d e d  to  e m p h a s is e  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  fo rm e r  c o n ­
fe re n c e s  h a d  b e e n  w h o lly  m is s io n a ry ,  w h e re a s  th is  w as  
to  r e p r e s e n t  b o th  th e  m is s io n a ry  a n d  C h in e se  C h r is t ia n s  
a s  u n i te d  in  th e  c h u rc h e s  o f W e s t  C h in a . I t  m ig h t  p e r ­
h a p s  h a v e  b e e n  n a m e d  th e  “F i r s t  C h in e s e  C o n f e r e n c e  
o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h e s  o f  W e s t C h in a . I t  w a s  th e  
p r e m e d i ta te d  a im  o f th e  o rg a n iz e r s  th a t  th e  C h in e se  
m e m b e rs  sh o u ld  h a v e  fu ll o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  th e ir  v o ice  
a n d  v o te . T o  th is  e n d  th e  fo re ig n  d e le g a te s  w ere  to  be 
c o n s id e r a b ly  le s s  in  n u m b e r  th a n  th e  C h in e s e , a n d  
s e v e ra l  s h i f t in g s  o f a p p o r t io n m e n t  h a d  to  be m a d e . T h e  
f in a l a t te n d a n c e  s h o w e d  15 7  m is s io n a r ie s  a n d  287 
C h in e se  d e le g a te s .  I t  w as  a lso  p a r t  o f th e  p la n  th a t  th e  
C h in e se  m e m b e rs  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  g re a te s t  p ro m in e n c e  
u p o n  th e  p ro g ra m  a n d  if  p o s s ib le  o c c u p y  th e  offices o f 
c h ie f  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .

D e s p i te  th e se  a r r a n g e m e n ts  it w a s  f e a re d  th a t  th e  
n a t iv e  e le m e n t in  th e  c o n fe re n c e  m ig h t fa i l  to  a s s e r t  i t ­
se lf , r e s t r a in e d  b y  n a t iv e  m o d e s ty , le ss  y e a r s  o f e x p e r ­

ie n c e  a n d  th e  lo n g  y e a r s  o f  a c tu a l  f o re ig n  
ITS le a d e r s h ip .  T o  th e  s u rp r is e  o f n o t a  few
SPIRIT. a lm o s t th e  o p p o s ite  p ro v e d  to  be th e  fa c t.

C h in e s e  le a d e rs  w ere  e le c te d  on  th e  f irs t  
b a l lo t  to  th e  p o s i t io n s  o f c h a irm e n  a n d  o th e r  offices, a n d  
f ro m  th e  f irs t th e  c o n fe re n c e  to o k  o n  a C h in e se  a sp e c t. 
T h is , d e e p e n e d  r a th e r  th a n  le s s e n e d  as  i t  p ro c e e d e d . 
T h o u g h  th e  m is s io n a r ie s  u p o n  th e  p r e a r r a n g e d  p ro g ra m  
to o k  th e ir  p a r t ,  th e  d is c u s s io n s  b e c a m e  d a i ly  m o re  p re ­
d o m in a n tly  n a tiv e . T h is  w as  in  110 w ay  du e  to  la c k  o f 
o p p o r tu n i ty  o r  r e s p e c t  fo r  th e  m is s io n a ry  a n d  h is  v iew s. 
S o m e  fo u n d  th e m se lv e s  p o s s ib ly  s l ig h t ly  h a n d ic a p p e d  
b y  la n g u a g e  as  a ll d is c u s s io n  w a s  in  C h in e se , b u t no  o n e  
w a s  m a d e  to  fe e l th a t  th e  fo re ig n e r  w as  n o t w a n te d  o r  
h is  v ie w s  u n h e e d e d . H e  w as th e re , h o w e v e r, as  a n  e q u a l 
n o  m o re  no  less . M o reo v e r, h e  h a d  to  e x p re s s  h is  v ie w s 
c le a r ly  a n d  te rs e ly ,  if  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  a t te n t io n ,  a n d  b e  
r e a s o n a b ly  a g g r e s s iv e  to  g e t th e  f lo o r o r  o th e r  e a g e r  
d e b a te r s  w o u ld  p re s s  in  b e fo re . T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  th a t  
m a n y  o ld  tim e  m is s io n a r ie s ,  w h o se  s p e e c h e s  a re  q u o te d  
in  lo n g  p a r a g ra p h s  in  th e  fo rm e r  c o n fe re n c e ,  w ill h a v e  
n o t a  s y l la b le  to  th e ir  n a m e s  w h en  th is  r e p o r t  is p u b l is h ­
ed , w h ile  a sc o re  a n d  m o re  o f  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
a m o n g  th e  C h in e se  m e m b e rs , w h o  w e re  lo o k e d  u p o n  
fo rm e r ly  a s  q u ie t fo llo w e rs , w ill b e  re m e m b e re d  as
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s p a r k l in g  s p e a k e rs  a n d  e x p o n e n ts  o f id e a s  a n d  p o lic ie s  
w o rth y  of a d u l ts  tw ic e  o r  th r ic e  th e i r  age .

T h e  g e n e ra l  p la n  o f the  C o n fe re n c e  w ill be a p p a r e n t  
f ro m  a n  o u tlin e  o f th e  p ro g ra m  p u b lis h e d  e lse w h e re . 
T h e  m o rn in g s  w ere  g iv e n  o v e r to  g ro u p  m e e tin g s  fo r  

p ra y e r ,  th e  fo re n o o n s  a n d  a f te rn o o n s  in  th e  
G ENERAL m a in  to  s e c tio n a l m e e tin g s , a d d re s s e s  a n d  
PLAN re p o r ts  on  d if fe re n t p h a s e s  o f th e  w o rk , a n d

th e  e v e n in g s  to  in s p i r a t io n a l  a d d r e s s e s .  
T h e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  h a d  b ee n  w ell a d ju s te d  a n d  m u ch  
c re d i t  is due th e  P ro m o tio n  C o m m itte e  E x e c u tiv e  a n d  
e s p e c ia lly  its  S e c re ta r ie s ,  K. J. B e a to n  a n a  B. C. T a n g  
a n d  C h a irm e n  o f th e  v a r io u s  su b -c o m m itte e s . R ev . L i n ­
co ln  C h a n g  M .A ., B.D . a n a  R ev . D o n a ld  F a y  B .A . m a d e  
id e a l  c h a irm e n , c lev e r, c le a r  in  th e ir  d e c is io n s  a n d  w ith  
fin e  c o n tro l o v e r  th e  c o n v e n tio n  a t  a ll tim es . T h e  
v is i to r s  fro m  a f a r  w ill be lo n g  re m e m b e re d  fo r  th e ir  i n ­
s p ir in g  m e ssa g e s , B ish o p  G ro se  fo r  h is  b re a d th  o f v is io n , 
J. M. Y ard  fo r  h is  s p ir i tu a l  in s ig h t ,  D r. P e te r  fo r  h is  w it 
a n d  w ay  of p u t t in g  th in g s  o ver, a n d  R ev . K. T . D ju n g  
fo r  h is  in te r p r e ta t io n  of th e  h e a r t  o f C h r is t ia n i ty  to  h is  
o w n  C h in e se  p e o p le . In te n s e ly  in te r e s t in g  a n d  in s t r u c ­
tiv e  w ere  th e  e ig h t g ro u p  m e e tin g s  on  R u ra l E v a n g e lis m , 
E d u c a t io n ,  H e a l in g  M in is te ry , O p iu m  a n d  O th e r  E v ils , 
th e  S z e c h w a n  C h r is t ia n  C o u n c il, L i te ra tu r e ,  th e  In ­
d ig e n o u s  C h u rch  a n d  W o m e n ’s W o rk , w h ile  th e  d is c u s ­
s io n s  f o llo w in g  th e  re p o r ts  o f ea ch  o f th e se  to  th e  m a in  
b o d y  w ere  p o s s ib ly  th e  m o st v i ta l  a n d  v a lu b le  p a r ts  o f  
th e  g re a t  g a th e r in g .  B rie f r e p o r ts  o f th e  C o n fe re n c e  
f ro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f th e se  g ro u p s  w ill be fo u n d  e ls e ­
w h e re  in  th is  n u m b e r. T h e  p a p e r s  a n d  o th e rs  m ore  
b u lk y  d e ta ils  m u s t be le f t  fo r  th e  re p o r t  w h ic h  is to  be 
p u b l is h e d  b o th  in  C h in e se  a n d  E n g lish .

A n d  now  a g a in  th e  p re s e n t  e d i to r  h a n d s  o v e r  h is  
h a p p y  d u tie s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  N ew s. In  d o in g  so 
h e  h a s  to  th a n k  h is  s u b -e d i to rs  a n d  m a n y  c o r re s p o n d e n ts  

a n d  f r ie n d s  fo r  th e ir  s u p p o r t  d u r in g  th e se  
ADIEU A n d  r e c e n t  y e a rs , a n d  th e  re a d e rs , o r  a t  le a s t 
ACCLAIM th e  su b s c r ib e rs , fo r  th e ir  fo rb e a ra n c e .

T h e  n ew  E d i to r - in -C h ie f  n e e d s  no  in ­
tr o d u c t io n .  D r. Jo se p h  T a y lo r  is to o  w id e ly  k n o w n  in  
W e s t  C h in a  fo r  th a t ,  a n d  th e  fa c t  th a t  he h a s  tw ic e  b e ­
fo re  d ire c te d  th e  N ew s o v er lo n g  c o u rse s  of y e a rs  w ill 
a s s u re  a n o th e r  te rm  o f p le a s u re  a n d  p ro g re ss . T h e  g re a t  
C o n fe re n c e  w h ic h  h a s  ju s t  c lo se d  m a rk s  th e  b ir th  o f th e  
In d ig e n o u s  C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h  iri W e s t  C h in a , th e  N ew s 
is  f o r tu n a te  in  h a v in g  D r. T a y lo r  to  g u id e  i t  in  i ts  g ro w th .
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A Q U A R T E R  OF A C E N T U R Y  OF PR O G R ESS

I n S z e c h w a n ,  K w e i c h o w  a n d  Y u n n a n  

.ds Recorded by Three Conferences.

1899 1908M 1925<-1»

S tations 35 68 73

Outetations 26 414 557

H ospitals 6 14 25

Dispensaries 17 26 50

Foreign M issionaries 167 389 547

N ative W orkers 36 197 1263

X ative Church Members 964 11,103 25,162

Schools 33 179 602

Scholars enrolled 946 3368 21,146

Chinese Contributions $126 $11,065 $187,818(2)

(1) The statistics a re  for 190<" and 1924 respectively.

(2) This la tte r  estim ate is the Chinese contribu tion  from  
Church, Educational and Medical work.
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E C H O E S FR O M  T H E  F IR S T  W EST C H IN A  
C O N FE R E N C E .

C h u n g k i n g , J a n u a r y  1899

(E x tracts  from  the W est China M issionary News 
Vol. 1, No. 1 Chungking, Feb. 1899)

“E d ito r a l ; A few words of explanation, if no t of apology, 
must introduce the present paper and its followers to  our con­
stituency. In  Jan . 1899, the long hoped for first W est China 
Conference met in Chungking, and was attended by 72 m is­
sionaries and four visitors. One of the most im portan t practical 
results was the passing of a series of resolutions w ith reference 
to  co-operation and division of the field, which followed the 
reading of M r. H orsburgh’s paper on same subject.

“Notes from  Secretary of Advisory Board. The F irs t 
W est China Missionary Conference has passed away, but not 
its influence. Amongst the ■ practical results already visibible 
are two which are of potential im portance. The first of these 
is the appointm ent of an Advisory Board. The A doption of 
this proposal bv Conference was marked by g rea t thankfulness 
and the Doxologv was heartily  sung. The first m eeting of the 
B oard was held in  th e  Rev. J .  W . W ilson’s house on the 23rd 
of Jan . The following resolutions were unanimously passed :—

1. T hat a  le tte r  of sympathy and congratulation be sent 
to  the French missionaries of Chungking in  connection w ith 
the captiv ity  and fortunate release of P ’ere Fleury.

2. T hat each mission laboring in W est China be requested 
to  forw ard to  the secretary of the B oard a w ritten  statem ent 
giving the names of the d istric ts in which i t  is a t  present w ork­
ing or in which it desires to work, the statem ent to be ac­
companied bv a sketch map of such d is tric t o r districts.

3. T h a t the size and conduct of the proposed m onthly 
periodical be left w ith M rs. Davidson to  decide, and th a t for 
the present she be requested to send one copy to each mission 
house in  the th ree provinces ; and th a t the subscription be half 
a  tael per annum, and th a t the name of periodical be The W est 
China M issionary News.

4. T hat the Board recommends to  missionaries the use of 
In tern a tio n al Sunday School lessons as a bond of union th ruout 
W est China.”



“Chungking Notes ;— A fter the Conference was over Rev. 
C. P arsons left for Paoning but about a day’s journev from  
Chungking encountered a band of rebels who attacked him and 
his servant. To escape the assailants ]\lr. Parsons jumped into 
the  river where he was providentially saved by a gunboat crew. 
H e returned  to Chungking, his servant also a rriv ing  safely a 
few days la ter.

“The Conference passed resolutions respecting the 
form ation of a W est China T rac t Society ; also the relation 
of the native church to  trad e  guilds”,

Co-operation and Division of the F ield ; The members of 
th is  com m ittee are as follows ;—

Bishop Cassels, C.M.S. Chairm an
D r. P arry , C .I.M . Secretary.
Rev. H . Olin Cady, for C.M.M.
Rev. A. E . Claxton, L.M .S.
R . J. Davidson, F .F .M .A .
Rev. S. Lewis, M .E.M .
D r. Savin, B.C.M.
Rev. J .  Hudson Tavlor, C .I.M .
Rev. T W ellwood, A.B.M .S.
Rev. Chas. Inwood, (visitor)

F u rth e r  Notes. F rom  M arch 1899, M issionary News.
“ We believe it  will in terest all who were unable to  a ttend  

the conference to hear a 'few  more details of general facts. W e 
first m et as was arranged  for a reception of visitors a t  the 
C .I.M . premises on Wed. evening, Jan . 11, when the two large 
sitting-room s were well filled w ith guests. A fter refreshm ents 
and introductions, M r. S. Lewis was asked to  take the chair 
and reviewed w ith  much feeling some of the past h isto ry  and 
grow th of missions in the western provinces, from  the tim e 
when he was one of a p arty  of th ree  only who m et to  ta lk  over 
the work.

“On Monday, Jan . 16, the Conference proper met a t 9 ; 30
A.M . in the  F riends’ Meeting-house, Rev. S. Lewis and Bishop 
Cassels were elected chairm en and Rev. A. E. C laxton ; M r. 
Row and R. J .  Davidson, secretaries. There were no less than 
24: papers on tw enty different subjects.

“W est China T ra c t Society;— the organizing com mittee 
of the  T rac t Soceity as constituted by the conference has held 
several m eetings and it  is proposed to  ask the Chungking mis­
sionaries to  approve the rules and appoint the officers.”
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E C H O ES FRO M  T H E  (SECOND) W E ST  C H IN A  

M ISS IO N A R Y  C O N FE R E N C E

C h e n g t u , J a n o a b y  1 9 0 8 .

(E x trac ts  from  the Conference R eport)

“The chief thoughts in  the minds of those who proposed 
the conference were,—

1. T hat the tim e had come for a thorough discussion of 
the g reat question of Church U nion among the Chinese C hrist­
ians.

2. T h a t a conference in which the devotional element 
was prom inent m ight be a g reat help towards furthering  the 
revival in  W est China fo r which so many were praying.

3. T h a t in  view of many changes taking place in  China, 
a full consideration of methods and policy, would help us to  
grasp new opportunities.

4. T h a t a fte r the (recent) Shanghai conference there 
would be many m atters to be applied to  the local field.

Abstract o f  Proceedings :— “A ll sessions of the Conference 
were held in  the M .E.M . hospital chapel, Chengtu. The lower 
floor of the hospital was given over to committees, cloak-room, 

■parlor, secretary 's office and branch P . 0 .  A large ward a t 
one end of the building contained an educational and general 
m issionary exhibit. A  corresponding ward a t the o ther end of 
the building was used for the mid-day meal for all delegates, 
and occasionally for sectional meetings. Delegates registered 
a t  the secretary’s office, and were there provided w ith  a nam e­
card, to  be worn th ru  the conference.
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The meetings were held from  Jan . the 25th, to  Sunday 
Feb. the 2nd. The following item s of in te rest will awake old 
mem ories.

Sa turday ,— M r. A. G rainger was elected tem porary  char- 
man, Bishop Cassels and Rev. J .  T aylor perm anent chairm en, 
and D r. H . D. H odgkin and J . L . S tew art, secretaries of the 
conference.

Sunday  services were conducted in  Chinese by the follow­
ing,— D r. H . P arrv , M r. S. P o llard , M r. W. B. Sioan, M r. M. 
Beauchamp, Bishop J .  W  Bashford and D r. A. H . Sm ith. Rev.
G. J .  Bond preached a t  a U nion English service in  the parlo r 
of the C.M.M. g irls’ school in the evening.

M onday,— M r. W- B. Sloan of the Keswdck Mission 
Council led a devotional service a t  9 A. M. and afterw ards 
dailv th roughout the conference. The general subject of the 
day was “ The Changing Conditions in China,” D r. A rth u r H . 
Sm ith giving the opening address. A t the close of the session 
Tao T ai Chou, representing A cting-V iceroy, Chao E er Feng, 
visited the Conference. In  his address he urged the need of 
d iscrim ination  as to  the motives of those seeking admission to  
the  church. M rs. J .  R . Davidson presided a t  a m eeting on 
W om ens’ W ork.

Tuesday ,— the subject of the day was Evangelistic work. 
M r. D. E. H oste giving an  address on ‘C hrist the  Supreme 
Need of C hina’. D r. C anrigh t presided over a m eeting on 
Medical work.

Wednesday,— the  general subject of the day was Educa­
tional W ork.* M r. L . W igham presented a paper on E lem ent­
a ry  Schools.

Thursday ,— the - subject of the day was “ The N ative 
Church— U nion  or F edera tion”. Bishop Bashford gave an 
address dealing w ith  some of the  dangers to  be avoided in 
C hurch U nion. D r. 0 .  L . K ilborn , on “ Church U nion, our 
Id ea l”, R . J .  Davidson on ‘Guiding P rinc ip les’, and M r. C. H . 
P arsons on “ Suggested Conditions” This was considered by 
many the  g rea test topic of the Conference. A fter considerable 
discussion the Conference adopted as its ideal ‘‘One P ro stestan t 
C hristian  C hurch fo r W est China,” and also a resolution look­
ing to  th e  recognition of Chinese converts by all Churches,
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irrespective of donom inational tests. The special com m ittee 
on Church U nion  was made a perm anent one to  repo rt annually 
to  the Advisory Board.

Frid&y,— i\.t 9:30 a . m . Chao E er Feng called on Con­
ference. The subject for the day was M edical W ork and was 
introduced by a paper by Dr. R . B. Ewan. D r. W olfendale 
also read a paper on Opium and D r. Service on Self-support. 
A t 2 p . m . an open m eeting of the W est Ch.ina Religious T ra c t 
Society was held, Rev. J .  E nd ico tt presiding. M r. J . Vale 
read a paper on “The U nreached Classes’’ and M r. Callum one 
on “How  to H elp the Society”. I t  was resolved to  inaugurate a 
W est China C hristian  nlagazine in Chinese.

Sa turday ,— A series of short papers and addresses on 
m ethods which have proved successful were presented by M r. 
P eat, M r. Faers, Miss F . W ells, D r. W ilson, Miss Brooks, M r. 
Dvmond, bv D r. Tompkins on Sunday Schools and by M r. 
Mason on C hristian  Endeavor work. In  the afternoon the 
general subject of the K ative Church was resumed, D r. 
P a r ry  reading a  paper on “Church versus People” and Rev. Sam 
P o llard  one on “W ork among the Tribesm en”.

Sunday ,— N ative services were again conducted in  the 
d ifferent churches. In  the evening a Communion Service was 
conducted by Bishop Bashford. In  th is members of th irteen  
denom inations took part, representatives of several missions 
assisting in  the service.

T he 1908 Appeal fo r W orkers. (Extracts.) .
“ The missionary force attem pting  to  cope w ith  the needs 

of the 80,000,000 people is not more th an  350, men and women, 
including m issionaries' w'ives ; thus each individual has a parish 
of some 250,000 souls. The to ta l num ber of C hristians is about 
10,000, o r one to  8,000 of the whole population. W e may sup­
pose th a t 1,500 new missionaries would not be too many for 

> our field, or should we adopt the cu rren t estim ate of 1 mission­
ary  for each 25,000 i t  would be necessary to  double th is figure”.

Delegates,— There was a to ta l attendance of 160 delegates 
and  21 visitors. A ll were foreigners save live Chinese among 
th e  visitors. Twelve societies were represented.
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FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OF 

WEST CHINA.

C o n d e n s e d  P r o g r a m  o p  T h e  1925 C o n f e r e n c e .

The sessions of the Conference were held in the new L ib rary  
building of the  W est China U nion U niversity , Chengtu, com­
mencing on M ondav evening, Jan . 12 and ending Sunday 
evening, Jan . the 18th. The Chinese delegates were entertained 
in  the A .B .F.M .S., C.M.M. and M .E.M . dorm itories, while the 
foreign delegates were accommodated in  the homes upon the 
campus. Lunch for the foreign delegates was arranged daily in 
H a r t  College by W . M. Crawford. The various rooms of the 
A dm inistra tion  Building contained exhibits by the different 
Missions namely,— the A .B .F.M .S., C.M.M., C.M.S., F .F .M .A ., 

Y .M .C.A. and Y .W .C. A. Rev. A. P . Quentin had also 
a very instructive exhibit on R ural Evangelism while the Bible 
Societies had a section of the L ib rary  building. The main 
Assembly H all was given over to  an extensive medical health 
exhib it from  Shanghai. The Chinese attendance a t  Conference 
to talled  287, and the foreign attendance 157, th a t is 444 in all. 
A  neat program  in both  Chinese and English had been prepared 
which also contained a selection of Conference Hymns.

M o n d a y  a t  7 p . m . the Conference was called to  order by
B. C. Tang, B. A., tem porary chairm an. A fter a hymn, Rev. 
Donald Fay, B.A., B.D., P residen t Chengtu C hristian  Council, 
led in prayer. The Conference Choir consisting of men and 
women, both Chinese and foreign sang, followed by the reading 
of the Scrip ture lesson, Eph. 4 : 1-6, by S. H . Fang, B.A. A fter 
the chairm an’s rem arks and a selection by the G overnor’s 
m ilita ry  band, addresses of welcome were given by D r. Joseph 
Beech and Rev. S. M. N ieh. Replies were made by Governor 
Yang Sen and Rev. Lincoln Djang, M.A., B.D. A  cornet solo 
by Rev. G. E. Rackam, M.A., B.D., was followed by the in tro ­
duction by K . J .  Beaton, Executive Secretary, of visiting 
speakers, namely,— Bishop Q. R . Grose, L .L .D .o f the M .E.M ., 
D r. W  W. P e te r, Secretary N ational Council of H ealth  Educa­
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tion, Rev. J .  M. Y ard, Secretary W orld  Service Movement, 
and Rev. K . T. Djung, Secretary N ational C hristian  

Council, each of whom made brief replies.
The General Conference Business Com m ittee was then 

elected as follows,— R. J .  Davidson, J .  P eat, H . J . Openshaw. 
J .  L. S tew art, H . J .  Howden, Miss C. Wellwood, L. Iv. Djang,
B. C. Tang, S. S. Chang, K. P . Yang,

A fter the Doxology C. P . Song, B.A. pronounced the 
Benediction.

T u e s d a y  m orning and each succeeding m orning of the 
Conference, P ra y e r and P raise Services were held in  the 
D orm itory  chapels as follows :— Vandeman H all by Bishop 
Grose and D onald F a v ; C.M.M. D orm itory, J .  M. Y ard  and 
Lincoln D jang ; Ackerm an building, Bishop Mowll and C'. T .  
Song. A t 9 the Conference m et fo r organization and the 
following officers were elected,— Chairm en : Rev. Lincoln Djang 
and Rev. Donald Fay, English secretaries : Rev. A. G. Adams 
and Rev. H . F . Swann, Chinese secretaries Du Feng Fu and
C. C. L i. Conference R ep o rte rs : Misses Bassett and M urray 
Messrs. A lbertson, Noave, Yang, D jang and Du. Addresses 
followed by Rev. Donald Fay on “The Object of the Conference” 
Rev. R. O. Jolliffe, B.A.., on “The C hristian  Occupation of 
W est China,” and a devotional address Rev. Iv. T. Djunir. The 
afternoon was occupied by the following addresses, W- R. Shiao,
B.A. on “L ite ra tu re”, H . J. Openshaw on “ Co-operative 
E fforts”, and Miss Y. M. Liu on “W omen’s W ork  in W est 
China.” In  the evening S. H . Fang, B.A., spoke on “The 
Szechuan C hristian  Council.” Rev. Joseph Taylor, D.D., on 
“The Need of a C hristian  L ite ra tu re  Council”, and l iev . Iv. T. 
Djung on “C hristian  Leadership in China.”

W e d n e s d a y  was given over to the following group 
meetings, — “R ural Evangelization”, in  H a r t  College, Rev. T. Iv. 
L i, chairm an; “The Church and Education”, in Ackerm an, D. M. 
Liu, chairm an; “The Church’s H ealing M inistry”, A dm in istra­
tio n  building. D r. P . S. Lo, chairm an ; “Opium and O ther 
Evils”, B aptist D orm itory, Dr. Y . T. Liu, chairm an ; “The 
Szechuan C hristian  Council”, Biologv Building, S. H . Fang, 
chairm an ; “L ite ra tu re”, L ib rary  Building, Rev. C. R. Djang, 
ch a irm an ; “ The Indigenous Church”, C.M.M. D orm itory, Rev. 
L. T. Djang, ch a irm an ; “W oman’s W ork”, Yandeman chapel, 
Mrs. B. S. Feng, chairm an. In  the evening D r. W W. P eters 
gave an address on “The H ealth  of C hristian  W orkers”, 
illustrated  by slides and films.
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T h u r s d a y  m orning M r. D. R. Liu of Chungking, who has 
recently returned from an all-world tour, gave an address on 
“ My Im pressions of the Church A broad”, followed by an address 
bv jYI r. S. C. Y ang on “The Church and Education”, and a devo­
tional address by Rev. K .  T .  Djung. The afternoon was given 
over to reports of Groups 5 and 6 and discussion. A t 8 Bishop 
Grose gave an address on the topic “H as C hristian ity  Failed”.

F r i d a y ’ w a s  g i v e n  over to reports and discussions of groups 
1,4,8 , 3, and a t 8  p .m . an address b y  W. W. P e te r  on “The 
H ealth  of our S tudents”.

S a t u r d a y  m orning was occupied by reports and discussion 
of Groups 2 and 7. In  the afternoon, the Conference were the 
guests of Govenor Yang Sen a t the Educational Buildings in the 
Public P a rk  of the citv. There a very enjoyable tim e was 
spent in listening to  addresses and seeing the public exhibits. 
In  the  evening an excellent address was given by Rev. Lincoln 
.Djang on “The F u tu re  of the Church in China”.

S u n d a y  services were held in Chinese a t the different 
churches in the  city. In  the afternoon Bishop Grose preached 
in English in the Conference Assembly H all followed in the 
evening bv searching addresses by Rev. J .  M. Y ard  and Rev. 
K . T. l)jung.

Much appreciation was expressed of the efforts of D r. 
M. F. Y ates in  connection w ith  the choir, Rev. S. H . Soper in 
connection w ith the exhibits, D r. A. W . Lindsay in connection 
w ith the decorations, Rev. K. J .  Beaton in  his work of Executive 
Secretary, and the two Chairm en for th e ir  m arked ab ility  in 
carry ing  out all th e ir  varying functions.

To Delegates 1935 Conference Address o f  Welcome 

By G o v e r n o r  Y a n g  S e n .

(Extracts translated by Du Fung-fu).
This evening bo th  Chinese and foreigners are very cheerful 

and happy. I  also am very much pleased. Several spokesmen 
have delivered speeches welcoming the delegates th a t  attend 
th is  g rea t Conference, I  also wish very sincerely to  welcome 
them now, and again on Saturday next a t 2 p .m ., in the 
Educational Building in the Public P ark . T hat is the only 
suitable tim e I  can do so.
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W hat I  wish to m ention th is evening is first, the sp irit of 
C hristian ity . I t  seems to me th a t so long as there has been 
histo ry  th e ie  has been faith , and th a t faith  has had as a basis 
sincerity. This is seen even in  the religious classes of the 
middle ages out of which P rotestantism  arose. I  am greatly  
interested in  C h ris tian it3T because its agencies, namely its schools, 
hospitals and o ther a ltru istic  institu tions through which men 
and women receive help, are all closely related to  the lives of 
men, and are satisfactions of the demands of society. We 
Chinese esteem Confucius highly because he was the Sage of his 
tim e and could meet the demands of his society. S o t  
C hristianii v and Confuciasm are verv sim ilar in this, so the 
form er can also w ork out various m eritorious activities 
beneficial to  society. I  cannot but venerate such a spirit.

Secondly, I  hope C hristian ity  can aid me in my work. 
W hen I  was a t  Luchow I  was greatly  helped by the church. I  
wish, though a m ilitarist, to develop w ith  all my power such 
things as education, industry, etc. The present activities of 
C hristian ity  are of course adm irable in th is regard. B ut there 
are still some urgent conditions to which I  hope C hristian ity  
will call a tten tion , for example, communications. Thus in 
Sze Chwan battles one a fte r ano ther and brigandage everywhere 
prevelent are chiefly due to inconvenience of communications. 
A gain our province in  very spacious, vegetation is very luxurious, 
and o ther natu ra l resources very rich but undeveloped, due also to  
lack of education and communications. I  hope all of you will 
especially note these two conditions and will aid me in try ing  
to  remedy the lack.

Besides these I  have s till a few words of which I  tru s t the 
C hristians will take note. Between Chinese and foreigners 
th e re  ¡¿re some m isunderstandings because of diiference of 
appearance and language, and on occount of th is comes the a n ti­
C hristian  movement. I  hope between foreign nations and 
China we will have to leration  and good will. My own habits 
coincide w ith those of a C hristian though I  am not a church 
member. Thus in C hristian ity  smoking and drinking are 
forbidden, and I  am also w ithout these desires. Again, some of 
the burning problem s of today in Sze Chwan are the soldiers 
and robbers. I  tru s t you delegates ■will, when you re tu rn  home, 
take a stand fo r the di sbandment of soldiers and the suppression 
of the bandits. F urtherm ore, among the th ree provinces of 
W est China, Kwei-chow, Y unnan a,nd Sze Chwan there are 
conflicts. I  fervently  tru s t these provinces may by your aid go 
along hand in hand indeed as you are here in  th is Conference, 
in the sp ir it of unity . Such are my hopes.
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N O TES ON T H E  C H R IS T IA N  O C C U PA TIO N  

OF S ZEC H U A N

R . O .  J o l l i i t e , R.A.

I . Territory occupied.
1. Places of worship in Sze. to ta l 656. Only 4 provinces 

have more. Y et onlv one place of worship to every 330 
square miles.

2. A pproxim ately 4000 m arket towns. In  Sze. 400-(l in  10) 
have been opened.

I I .  M issionary Force.
Evangelistic : Male 106

Female 180
E d u ca tio n a l: Male 69

Female 74
Medical : Male 27

Fem ale 3-4

T o t a l  : 490

4. N early 50% of the M issionaries in  Szechwan are in Chengtu 
and Chungking.

5. Average for the o ther sta tions—5 persons.
Only 3 provinces have more physicians in church ifc mission 
work th an  Szechuan, viz : Kiangsu, Chihli, Kwangtung.

6 . Only 3 provinces in China have more M issionaries than  
SzeChwan.

I I I .  Christian Activities.
8 . 65% of the places opened in Szechuan have regular services.
9. 46% of these opened have Sunday Schools.

10. Sunday Schools :
Schools : 300
Teachers : 1200 ,
Scholars : 26000



18 The Wes: China Missionary News

11. Sunday S chools:

Scholars—
1923
1922
1921
1920

24590
25000
20000
21000

12. Only 3 o ther provinces have m ore scholars: Fukien 
K iangsu, Shangtung.

13. 51% of the  places opened, haye Lower P rim ary  schools 
(C hristian).

14. 46% of the  Churches have weekly study classes, P ra y e r 
M eetings o r sim ilar gatherings.

15. 23% have N ig h t Schools, Reading Rooms, o r  sim ilar 
efforts.

16. 9% of the  places have H igher P rim ary  Schools (C hristian)
17. 4% of the  places opened, have M iddle Schools, Schools fo r 

W om en o r Bible T ra in ing  Schools.
18. Only 9% of the Churches have Young P eople’s O rganizations 

o r Guilds.
19. 7% of the places have Siedical W ork under C hristian  

Auspices.
20. Onlv 17 C hristian  H ospital Beds per 1,000,000 of 

population of Sze. Less th an  £ the  average fo r a ll of 
China.

21. 9% of the places have In stitu tiona l Churches, organized 
C harities, or o ther form s of social effort.

22. O rdained Chinese :
1917— 17, 1920— 35, 1923— 45, Y early  ra te  of Increase 

26% O rdained Chinese— 45 “ M issionaries— 106.
23. Chinese Evangelistic W orks:

M ale— 398, Fem ale— 88, T o ta l 486.
24. A n average of one ordained Chinese to  every 6 organized 

Congregations. Chinese C hristian  w orkers in  Szechuan 
to ta l— 1600.

25. P ercentage of Chinese W orkers in the  various departm ents: 
Evangelistic— 30%, Educational— 62%, M edical— 8%.

26. Chinese W orkers p er 1000 Church M embers Average for 
Province:
1920— 114, 1923— 93, 32 Chinese W orkers (C hristian) to  
every M illion of the Population.
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27. Church membership :—
Is  progress commensurate w ith effort in term s of Church 
M embership ?

28. (1923) proportion  of W omen in Church. 31% of men 69%.
29. Com parison of Increase in Church membership fo r last 3 

years.
1921— 14%, 1922— 7%, 1923— 0%.

31. 50% of the  churches in  Szechwan have less than  20 
members, 80% have less 50, 10% have over 100.

32. In  more th an  400 places reporting, 6 churches have over 
200 members, One has over 300. *

33. Average membership for each place of W orship.
1920— 28, 1923— 26.

34. Church membership. Percentage in  1920, W om en 37% 
Men 63%. -

35. Church M embership fo r Szechwan.
1923— 17400, 1922— 17400, 1921— 16200, 1920— 14200. 
1919— 12900

36. Percentage of L iteracy  among Female church membership. 
In  a ll China 40%, In  Szechwan 54%

37. Percentage of L ite racy  among male church membership.
In  a ll China 60%, In  Szechuan 74%.

38. P ro p o rtio n  of church m em bership :
Living, in  cities .over 50,000— 23% In  sm aller places 77%

39. 44% of the places have a resident preacher.
40. One church m em ber to  every 5,000 of the population in  

1920 one the every 3000 in  1923.

T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  A N D  M E D IC A L  W ORK

D r . C h a r l e s  W- S e r v i c e .

T he Church of C hrist in  W est China experienced a new 
b ir th  during the second week of January , The W est China 
Conference was essentially a  gathering  together of represen­
ta tives of the various C hristian  forces a t  w ork in  th is  p a r t  of 
China. F o r  the first tim e th e re  were present representative 
Chinese m edical w orkers from  the several phases of medical 
w ork carried  on here. Chinese doctors, dentists, pharm acists
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and nurses were present and had a p a r t in the discussions re la t­
ing to  th is  line of work. I t  was an  in teresting  experience and 
a very  happy one, to  be able to  listen to  the  wise, stim ulating 
and hopeful words of those whom one had had some lit tle  p a r t in 
tra in ing . W e have been a long tim e reaching th is stage of our 
medical w ork in  W est China, but a t  last we are privileged to see 
th e  fru itage of long vears of p rayer and to il. This in  itself is 
sufficient reason fo r calling such a conference together. These 
“ samples” of the output of our U niversity , our Schools and H os­
p itals a re  sufficient w arran t fo r continuing the good work al ­
ready begun and carried  on with so many difficulties for so many 
years. And th is happy experience lends zest to  our tasks as we 
look forw ard to  ano ther decade and see in hr,agination w hat will 
then  surely be the possession of the C hristian  Church in W est 
China in  the way of personnel in the several branches of med­
ical ac tiv ity .

H ere  i t  is necessary to  call a tten tio n  to  the fact th a t the 
te rm  medical w ork includes a t  least four lines of work all 
of which are closely correlated . In  addition  to medical 
w ork proper, the re  are dental, pharm acal and nursing activities.

This Conference was the first occasion on which we had 
the privilege of welcoming am ongst us as officer of anv of the 
national C hristian  organizations. W e were particu larly  happy 
in having w ith  us D r. W . W . P e te r  of Shanghai, the head of 
the Council on H ea lth  Education. H e brought both a bound­
less enthusiasm and a fund of experience th a t g rea tly  enriched 
the deliberation  of the Conference and sent many delegates 
home to  spend and be spent fo r a b e tte r  and a happier China. 
H is coming was made possible by the generosity of o thers than 
ourselves and we therefore owe a g rea t deb t of gratitude to our 
benefactors.

D r. Peter'»  visit had one supreme objective, namely an 
effort to  prom ote the gospel of health , especially fo r our church 
constituency. Stress was laid not so much on the idea of Public 
H ea lth  in the broad sense as on the necessity of conserving the 
h ea lth  of those who belong to  us as helpers in the  g rea t task of 
uplift of China’s numerous people. The preservation of the 
health  of bo th  Chinese and foreign workers is the prim ary 
need of our medical service. These are, so to speak, our “ w ork­
ing cap ita l” and must by all means be kept in  good physical 
condition. This does no t mean by any means th a t the suffering 
masses of o ther Chinese folk are to  be ignored.

To th is  end g rea t emphasis was laid or the im perative 
necessity of carry ing  out an efficient program  of School H y ­
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giene. G reater care should be exercised in adm itting  pupils 
and h igher grade students to  our schools ; regular physical ex- 
am ira tio n  should be conducted when and where possible, a t 
least once a year ; students afflicted w ith active tuberculosis, 
leprosy and venereal diseases should be definitely excluded, and 
the utm ost care should be taken as to  the admission of cases of 
such diseases as trachom a, ringworm, etc. ; remedial t-tcps should 
be taken to  co rrec t defects of various kinds. B y these and 
o ther means a b e tte r class of men and women would be g rad ­
uated from  our institu tions and be b e tte r able to serve the ir 
fellows.

Then too there should be every effort made to inculcate 
the ideas and the practice of hygienic living in every school of 
every school of every grade. This should include Summer 
Schools, short term  Bible Schools, etc. Every N orm al School 
student should be trained  both to practise and to teach the 
principles of healthy living.

An ideal looked forw ard to is the employment of specially 
tra ined  Chinese nurses who shall travel around and visit our 
Mission Schools and look a fte r the physical welfare of the 
pupils, a ttend  to  m inor ailm ents and recommend others to  the 
care of trained  physicians. May th a t  day no t be far d is ta n t!

Onn of the essentials of education of any kind is suitable 
litera tu re . "Without th is there can be little  progress. F o r­
tunately  the Council of H ealth  Education has spent much time 
and money in  supplying th is need and Dr. P e te r  brought w ith 
him  to  th is Conference samples of all the output of th a t organiz­
ation. This consists of books and bulletins, charts and posters, 
films and lan tern  slides. These were all displayed in a large 
medical exh ib it so th a t  every delegate had an opportunity  to 
see w hat is available. This was rendered possible by the lib e r­
a lity  of the Council on H ea lth  Education which sent these sup­
plies carriage paid to Chengtu for th is Conference. How can 
we possibly requite .their generosity ? There is only one way 
and th a t is fo r every individual C hristian  worker, Chinese and 
foreign, to  make use of these splendid and varied products in 
every place and in  every wav possi'i le. The Council makes no 
p ro fits  on these productions. Those who wish e ither an 
English or a Chinese copy of the Catalog of publications, ex­
hibits, slides, films etc. many secure one by w ritng  to  the 
Council on H ea lth  Education, 4 Quinsan Gardens, Shanghai. 
Many of the bulletins may be obtained from  the C.M.M. P r in t­
ing Press, Chengtu, a t Shanghai prices.
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A  splendid suggestion made was th a t carefully selected and 
tra ined  groups of students sight be sent out during vactions to 
itin e ra te  and spread widely the gospel of health . These 
should be accompanied by evangelistic associates and thus the 
full message of the Gospel would be given. This would be an 
invaluable tra in in g  fo r the  students and a g reat benefit to  the 
Chinese public.

A n urgent demand was made fo r the  organization of a 
Public H ea lth  D epartm ent for W est China. So strongly  was 
th is felt th a t  such a D epartm ent was added to  the  Szechuan 
C hristian  Council, and efforts are being made to  secure th e  
services of one of the foreign doctors in  W est China who has 
had special tra in ing  along this line. I t  is felt th a t some tr a in ­
ed a n d  experienced person must be put, in  charge of th is w ork 
in o rd er to  get i t  well organized and to  give i t  an  enthusiastic 
s ta r t  from  the beginning. This isa  departm ent th a t  will commend 
itself to  every Chinese and will receive financial and o ther sup­
p o rt from  them. To s ta r t  such a work there must needs be sacri- 
ficesof individualsand Missions, but the re  isprobablyno C hristian  
activ ity  th a t will so speedily and so fully recommend our Gos­
pel to  the masses of the Chinese public and win th e ir  a tte n tio n  
to  o the r phases of our message for the  salvation of the en tire  
man.

This Public H ealth  w ork will no t only be a departm en t of 
our W est China C hristian  Council bu t i t  will also be closely 
affiliated w ith the  .N ational Council of H ea lth  Education in  
Shanghai, which organization has a w ealth of experience back 
of it, a large staff, a varied supply of lite ra tu re  and m aterials, 
and a fund of good will as well as an earnest longing th a t we 
in W est China may launch out into definite w ork of th is kind. 
This close relationship  will be of g rea t advantage to  us here.

Em phasis was also laid on medical education in its four 
branches. As fo r doctors the foreign Mission Boards have 
probably nearly  reached the sa tu ra tion  point of ab ility  to  send 
m any m ore to  the field. The Chinese delegates did not fo r a 
m om ent suggest th a t  m ore foreign doctors are no t needed and 
desired. Indeed the  verv reverse was th e ir  thought. B ut th is 
po in t was emphasised by foreign w orkers themselves w ith  the 
idea of pressing home on our Chinese friends th e ir  obligation in 
the  m a tte r  of m eeting the crying physical needs of th e ir  own 
people. And it  was very obvious to  them  th a t the re  was only 
one way to  accom plish th a t end and th a t  was by means of 
medical education of the highest type. A nd our Chinese
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delegates themselves repeatedly re itera ted  the necessity of the 
schools exercising the utm ost care in the kind of students sent 
up for tra in in g  along the lines of medicine, dentistry , pharm acy 
and nursing. Quality of student, m entally, physically and 
spiritually , more than  num bers was urged, especially as these 
professions are just in th e ir  in itia l stages of development and 
therefore require splendid character as th e ir  foundation. T here­
fore it  is hoped th a t the various Mission Schools will choose 
and encourage only students of the h ighest standards for these 
g rea t callings. The doctor is not merely a professional men. I t  
th a t  were all anv man w ith brains, aptitude and opportunity  
m ight be a medical m issionary or a trained  Chinese doctor, 
skilled in  healing bodily disease. B ut a t  the conference in ­
sistent emphasis was laid  on life, character and evangelistic 
sp irit by our Chinese colleagues and medical students. And in 
add ition  an active in te rest in and devotion to  the solution of the 
many social problems. The Conference sent out a  clarion call 
to  all who love our Lord  to a ttack  the evils of opium, 
alcohol, cigarettes, social vice, gambling, slavery, multiple wives, 
war, band itry  etc. There is surely an immense program  fo r the 
church in  W est China and in the forw ard move for better 
bodies, minds and souls of men w ith  all th e ir  connotations of 
happiness and general well-being for all the medical arm  of 
C hristian  service should be amongst the forem ost and amongst 
the  most zealous as well as am ongst the best equipped. The 
prospects for such an increasingly useful m in istry  of healing are 
splendid and the Conference has been a g rea t facter in  in itia t­
ing these b rig h te r prospects,

SOM E R E C E N T  M ED IC A L  S T A T IST IC S

In- Opera­ Dispen­ Other
Society Hospitals Beds Patients tions sary Patients

Patients
A .B .F.M .S. 3 116 756 406 33230 1455
C .l.M . 2 75 488 54 5188 132
C.M.M. 10 593 5635 12000 112351 4813
C.M .S. 1 3 18 168 11242 12
F .F .M .A . 3 64 472 69 22733 293
M .E.M . 3 200 650 357 26158 591
U . C.M .S. 1 20 107 1361 7339 104
E.C .M . 1 75 483 56 5413 282

Totals : 24 1146 8609 14471 223554 7682
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M e d i c a l  F o r c e s  N e e d e d  f o r  W e s t  C h i n a  

(E stim ated  P opulation  100,000,000)

N urses: On estim ate of 1 to  1000 =  100,000 present force 100 
D o cto rs : On “ 1 to  2000=  50,000 '• “ 16
D e n tis ts : On “ “ 1^0 4000 =  25.000 " 1
P h arm acists : On •• 1 to  40 0 0 =  25,000 •• 2

Q uestion : W h e b e  i s  T h i s  A r m y  o p  M e d i c a l  W o r k e r s  t o  
C o m e  F r o m  ?

T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l s  f o r  N u r s e s  

A re they w orth  while ? A sho rt chapter in C.M.M. experience. 

Schools When Opened.
Chengtu 1913
Tzeliutsing 1918
Junghsien 1922
Chungking 1924

T o ta l G raduates : 24. Y ears of service from  these 64.

W here are they now ? In  mission emplov 12. Died while
in employ 3, In  business 1, In  U nion  U niversity  1, In  m ilit­
a ry  service 7.

T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  AN D E D U C A T IO N .

H . G. B r o w n , M.A.

Of course, in  a broad sense, the whole conference was a 
m a tte r  of Education. The ideals, personal and social th a t  were 
stressed th roughout the conference were of the  greatest educa­
tional significance in  th a t  they  defined the g rea t aim  tow ard 
which we must educate the children who come under our care. 
The d istinct a ttem p t to  locate, define and solve our present day
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pressing problem s was significant educationally in  th a t educa­
tion  if i t  is any th ing  is practical. I t  requires th a t we under­
stand as best we can the conditions we wish to  change. The 
discussion method, giving individuals an opportunity  fo r the in­
terchange of personal experience and for mutual insp ira tion  is 
a  sound method. The emphasis on the indigenous church, 
although no one seemed quite able to define it, involving the as­
sumption th a t the ideal fo r the Chinese church is to  be more 
and more self-propagating, self-controlling and self-supporting, 
was in accord w ith  present day thought w ith its g rea t stress on 
self-activity fo r students. The teacher’s g reat aim is to  make 
himself unnecessary. The m issionary and the mission must do 
th e  same. Our success as missionaries may well be measured by 
the grow th of the indigenous church.

B ut th is  rep o rt is doubtless supposed to  confine itself la rg e­
ly to  education in  its narrow er sense the education afforded by 
our schools.

The following points may well be noted :

1. The rela tion  of the church to  the present popular education 
' movement. I t  was reported th a t  some C hristians and some

of our local churches in  Sze Chuan have not been entering  
w hole-heartedly into th is movement fo r teaching all the 
illite ra tes of China to  read because C hristians and the 
church do no t always get c red it fo r the p a r t they have 
taken in th is work. The feeling expressed by the com­
m ittee on Education, and adopted by the whole conference 
was th a t  C hristians as individuals, and our churches as 
organizations should in  the sp irit of Jesus co-operate w ith 
all o ther agencies in  th is  g reat work.

2. The relative places of P rim ary , Secondary, and H igher 
Schools in developing an indigenous church.

This topic was not very clear, but the resolution pass­
ed by the com m ittee on Education and adopted by the con­
ference was a good one. The Chinese church requires each 
type of work. I t  requires Secondary and U niversity work 
to  prepare leaders. P rim ary  school w ork is also essential 
if we would ensure a  modicum of education fo r the children 
from  our C hristian  homes. In  the m a tte r  of control and 
financial m aintenance however, the Chinese church should 
first gradually adopt th e  P rim ary  Schools. This should be 
the po in t of departure on the road to  the development of 
the indigenous church.
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3. How  can the church m aintain the loyalty  of her students 
who go out from  her schools in to  business and professional 
life?

The poin t stressed most heavily and by most speakers 
was th a t 'th e  teacher should make a g rea t deal of friendly 
personal relations w ith students. P ersonal friendliness 
during school days is essential. A num ber referred  to  the 
m a tte r of follow-up work-keeping in touch w ith  students 
a fte r they leave the school. Some fe lt th a t the character 
and m ethod of the Bible teaching given was of very g rea t 
im portance. In  th is a tten tio n  should be given to  the sp irit 
ra th e r  than  to the form. Again, all agreed th a t students 
would be m ore likely to  be loyal if they felt th a t the school 
had done som ething significant to  prepare them  to earn  a 
living. Therefore vocational features should be stressed. 
A no ther of the  resolutions passed was th a t  the  school 
should be managed well. A  happy social adjustm ent du r­
ing school days would doutless leave happv memories, and 
be altogether favoui’able to  the m aintenance of loyalty. A 
special resolution was passed on the character of the te a ­

' chers employed. Students cannot be expected to  be loyal 
to  a school whose teachers a re  unworthv.

4. The R elation of C hristian  Schools to  the G overnm ent 
E ducational System.

O ur C hristian  Schools in W est China have had it  as 
th e ir  policy from  the beginning to  work in  harm ony w ith  
the Governm ent system. F o r  the last th ree o r four years, 
reg istra tion  w ith  the governm ent has been definitely 
advocated.

5. The P rom otion  of K indergarten  work.
M any members of the conference were enthusiastic 

about k indergarten  work. T heir in te rest in  th is type of 
school w ork is syptom atic of an  in te rest in  and approval of 
a more active and wholesome school life not only in  the 
low er bu t in all grades of our work.

6 . The discussion on the reg istra tion  of the U niversity  w ith  
the Governm ent led to  no d istinct conclusion. T h eo r­
etically  a ll seemed in  favour of such reg istra tion .

A  resolution which should have been passed was th a t  we as 
C hristians favour a  policy of employing only tra in ed  teachers 
in  our C hristian  schools, and th a t  we_ recommend to  the  m is­
sions th a t  they take such steps as shall ensure a t  an early  date 
th is  m ost desirable condition of affairs.
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T H E  C O N FE R E N C E  A N D  T H E  S Z E C H W A N  

C H R IS T IA N  C O U N C IL

H . J .  O p e n s h a y t .

This group suffered from  the fact th a t the re  were too many 
in teresting  discussions going on a t the same tim e. However, 
the Chairm an, Air. S. H. Fang, presented the case for the S.C.C.. 
in  a convincing address before th e  General Conference, which 
was prin ted  and placed in  the hands of the delegates. This 
address, together w ith the prin ted  revised C onstitution and 
By-laws of the ?!.C.C.. laid before the delegates the history, 
aim  and future of the S.C.C.

U nfortunately  a few inaccuracies crept into the Chinese 
copv of the Constitution, but the English version is co rrec t as 
revised, w ith  th e  addition  of the words under Finance, A rticle 
I, Section 2, “ to  be paid before the annual m eeting of the
S.C .C.” The General Conference voted to  recommend the 
C onstitu tion  to the Church Conferences, and added a D ep a rt­
m ent of Finance under A rticle IX . I f  P asto rs and Super­
in tendents will cordially co-operate in raising the budget one 
im portan t item  tow ard success will have been met. Please 
notice th a t everv m em ber is being asked te contribute Ten 
Cents annually tow ard the expenses of the Council.

F u rth e r  actions of the General Conference, as recommended 
by Group 5, were :

1 T h a t the revised C onstitution and By-laws of the S.C.C., 
be referred to the annual Church Conferences.

2 T h a t a full-tim e foreign Executive Secretary be secured.
3 T h a t a t  least two Chinese Executive Secretaries be secured.
4 T h a t a General Conference be held every four years.

O ther recommendations from  the Group were :
1 T hat we publish a daily paper ; if not a daily a t  least a 

weekly.
2 T h a t the S.C.C., have one resident Secretary who shall 

keep in  close touch w ith the churches.
3 T h a t the im portance *of R etrea ts  be s tressed ; aid in 

conducting Summer Bible Conferences ; and prom ote
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C irculating  L ib raries  fo r the benefit of Leaders.
4 T h a t we lend aid in  the establishm ent of an  Indigenous 

Church in  Szechwan.
These recommendations were brought before the 

G eneral Conference, but as they touched on m atte rs taken 
up in o ther Groups, were n o t acted upon.

I n  M r. F an g ’s address he stressed the following points, 
showing the need of the S.C.C. :

1 To increase the sp ir it of unity  among th e  churches.
2 To have a Province-w ide advisory body for churches and 

leaders.
3 To g a th er and publish annual statistics, and to  collect data 

showing the progress, and weak places, of the churches.
4 To push Province-w ide evangelism.
5 To suggest ways and means fo r reaching unoccupied areas.
6  To aid i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  

l i t e r a t u r e .
7 To foster and encourage in terest, looking to  the evange­

lization  of already occupied areas.
8 To support and publish a weekly paper.
9 To lead the way in  the establishm ent of an Indigenous 

C hurch ; self-supporting ; self-propagating ; self-governing.
10 To co-operate and collaborate w ith the N ational C hristian  

Council.

M r. Fang closed his address w ith  a s tirr in g  appeal, urging 
the  churches to  support the S.C.C., in  o rder to  face th e ir  
responsibility fo r the  reform ation of society ; in o rder to  tight 
a ll form s of national and civic sins ; in o rder to  be leaders in 
educational reform  and in o rder to. show a sp ir it of unitv  in  the 
development of a Christian church w ith Chinese features.

I t  is to  be hoped th a t  the annual Church Conferences have 
taken  under consideration th e  Constitution, and th a t the 
d ifferent D epartm ents may be so organized as to  become effective 
instrum ents fo r carry ing out the w ork of the Churches and the 
Council.

I f ’the splendid sp ir it of devotion and co-operation which 
m arked the W est China General Conference is to  be conserved, 
and its actions made effective, i t  is im perative th a t  the  S.C.C., 
should have the  h earty  support of foreign and Chinese leaders 
and m embers of the  churches in Szechwan.

H ere  is the C onstitu tion and By-laws of the S.C.C. as now 
constituted. •
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CONSTITUTION OF T H E  SZECH W AN  

CHRISTIAN COUNCIL

( R e v i s e d )

1— N a m e

Article  I
T he name of th is organization shall be “ T h e  S z e c h w a n  

C h r i s t i a n  C o u n c i l .”

2 — O b j e c t

Article I I
The object of the Council shall be to  unite the C hristian  

Churches th roughout Szechwan for the purpose of 
advancing the cause of C hrist :
(a) By fostering friendly relations between the C hur­

ches and by prom oting a sp ir it of co-operation.
(b) By the discussion of effective methods of Evangel­

ism and by partic ipa tion  in d irec t evangelistic 
■work.

(c) By seeking to  prom ote the cause of education and 
the development of Christian schools.

3 — L o c a t i o n

Article I I I
The C en tral Office of th is  Council shall be located a t 

Chengtu, in  the Y .M .C.A ., building.

4 — O r g a n i z a t i o n

Article  IV
1 This Council shall be composed of six duly elected 

delegates, male o r female, from  each of the participating  
Church conferences, and representing  the several lines 
of work, (Evangelistic, Educational, M edical etc..) two 
each from  the Y .M .C.A . and Y .W .C .A .; one from  the 
Bible Societies; th ree  from  the U nion  U niversity  and 
two from  the E ducational U nion.

2 R egularly  organized C ity C hristian  Councils shall have 
the r ig h t to  elect one delegate each.
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5 — P o w e k s

Article  V
1 The Council shall have fuli advisory power in  all m atters 

re la ting  to  in ter-church and co-operative activities.
2 I t  shall deal -with all m a tte rs referred  to  i t  by the 

Churches.

6 — O f f i c e r s

Article  V I
1 The officers of th is  Council shall be ; A  P residen t, V ice­

P residen t ; two R ecording Secretaries, (one Chinese and 
one English) and a T reasurer.

2 There shall also be one o r m ore Executive Secretaries.
3 The officers shall be elected to  hold office for one year, 

o r un til th e ir  successors are elected, and shall be eligidle 
fo r re-election.

- 7 — T i m e  o f  M e e t i n g

Article V II
The Council shall m eet annually, a t  such tim e and place as 

the previous annual meeting, o r Executive Com m ittee, 
mav decide.

8 — E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e

Article  V II I
1 T here shall be an Executive Com m ittee of the Council.
2 This Com m ittee shall be composed of two from  each 

Church Conference, and shall be elected a t  the annual 
m eeting of the Council.

3 The Executive Com m ittee shall have all the powers of 
the Council when th a t  bodv is no t in  session, and shall 
tran sa c t all ad in terim  business.

9 — D e p a r t m e n t s

Article  IX
1 T here shall be the following D epartm ents :

(1) Evangelistic D epartm ent
(2) E ducational
(3) M edical ••
(4) L ite ra tu re
(5) Social Service “
(6) F inancial *■
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2 Each D epartm ent shall be composed of one member from 
each Church Conference, nom inated by the several 
Conferences, and elected a t  the regular annual meeting 
of the Council.

1 0 — A m e n d m e n t s

Article X
This C onstitution may be amended by a tw o-th irds vote of 

the delegates present a t  any regular meeting’, provided 
th a t  one m onths notice of such proposed am endment 
shall have been given to  each of the partic ipa ting  
bodies.

B y - L a w s  

1 — F i n a n c e

Article  I
1 The expenses of the Council shall be m et by asking a 

contribu tion  of ten  cents annually from  the membership 
of each Church affiliated w ith  the Council.

2 P asto rs  of Churches and /o r D is tric t Superintendents, 
shall be responsible fo r the collection of th is contribution, 
to be paid before the annual m eeting of the S.C.C.

3 Special offerings may be asked for from  Churches and 
individuals.

4 The T reasurer shall submit a  w ritten  annual rep o rt of 
all moneys received and expended during the  year.

2 — D e p a r t m e n t s — D u t i e s  o f .
Article I I

1 The several D epartm ents, th rough  th e ir  Secretaries, 
shall make reports and recommendations to the Executive 
Com mittee, from  tim e to  tim e, during the year.

2 They shall also present w ritten  reports to  the  Annual 
m eeting of the Council.

3 — A m e n d m e n t s

Article I I I
These By-laws may be amended by a tw o-th irds vote of 

the delegates present a t  any regular meeting of the 
Council.
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T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  ON O PIU M  A ND 

O T H E R  E V IL S .

A r c h i b a l d  G. A d a m s  B.A., S.T.M .

As was natu ra l the Group which discussed opium and o ther 
evils spent no tim e in  dwelling upon the harm  being done by 
th a t drug and others but concentrated  its energies on a discus­
sion of the  best means fo r com batting the evils. The Chinese 
Secretary, M r. H siao, w rote the following pream ble to  the 
actions of the group which is a good summary of the situation . 
The English tran sla tio n  is his also.

“ The opium poison makes the  nation  weak and the people 
sick. The harm  done by opium is g rea ter than  th a t done by 
flood o r wild anim als. A t the end of the  M anchu D ynasty the 
opium was spread all over the country. F o rtuna te ly  C hristians 
a t  th a t  tim e did th e ir  best to  fight against th is  poison. The 
governm ent helped them  and prohibited  the use of opium. As 
a result the num ber of people selling and smoking i t  gradually 
decreased. S ince 'the fourth  and fifth year of the Republic the 
proh ib ition  of the use of opium has no t been so s tric t. The 
people w ant to  make money thereby  and the m ilita ry  to  collect 
taxes. Now the smokers, sellers and p lanters of the drug can 
do i t  openly, fearing  nothing. Therefore bo th  the  country and 
th e  people are being grea tly  harm ed. L iving has become 
difficult, m orality  has fallen to  a low level, and the position of 
C hina in te rnationally  has been affected. Therefore we must 
give special a tten tio n  to  stopping the inroads of th is evil to  
save the  country and continue our form er efforts. The follow ­
ing recom m endations a re  herew ith presented for the considera­
tion  of Conference.”

As the  “powers th a t  be” a re  chiefly responsible fo r the 
lack of enforcem ent of w hat anti-opium  laws there are, the first 
action taken was a request th a t  Conference appoint several 
Chinese and foreign representatives to  see the civil and m ilita ry  
officials of th is province and ask them  to  s tric tly  p ro h ib it the 
use, selling and cu ltivation  of opium. The Conference Business 
Com m ittee was asked to  select ten  persons to  do this, each
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church o r Mission represented in  the General Conference to  
have a representative among the ten.

A im ing s till h igher the recom m endation was made, and 
passed by the  Conference, th a t  a telegram  be sent to  D r. Duan 
Chi Sui in  Peking asking him  to introduce the prohib ition  of 
opium into the national general conference. This was done, 
the task  being assigned to  the Secretary of the Group and two 
o thers elected by the Conference.

A fter discussing w hat steps the C hristian  churches in  the 
W est could do to  help the good w ork it was decided to  recom­
mend to Conference th a t the church organizations in’each place 
be asked to  cooperate w ith  local gentry, m erchants, and
educators to  organize sub-societies of the N ational A nti­
N arcotic  Society. These sub-societies should undertake:

1. Investigation.
2. Propaganda.
3. Education.
4. Law enforcement.
5. Establishm ent of opium refuges.
6 . P repara tion  of suitable popular recreation.

In  addition  it  was recommended th a t  the Chungking and
Chengtu sub-anti-narcotic societies be asked to  help the sub­
societies in  o ther places to  carrv  on th e ir  work.

There was recognition of the fac t th a t the N ational C hris­
tia n  Council had an A nti-N arcotic  Com mittee on its board, and 
it  was recommended to our Conference, and passed by th a t 
body, th a t  we cooperate w ith th a t com m ittee as fully as pos­
sible, as well as w ith the N ational A nti-N arco tic  Society in  
Shanghai.

A ll but one of the recommendations and actions dealt w ith 
opium and o ther narcotics, but the final action covered ‘-other 
evils” w ith the following reso lu tion : th a t  we ask the sub­
societies in  every place to fight against the o ther bad habits, 
such as smoking cigarettes, wine drinking, m orphine, etc., in 
addition to  th e ir  anti-opium  work. As for o ther bad habits 
such as early  m arriage, foot binding, tig h t clothing for women, 
gam bling, etc., all instructors be urged to  teach th e ir  students 
n o t to  have these bad hab its but to  be models of good habits for 
society.

If  every city  represented in the Conference will follow the 
suggestions made by th is  group and form  sub-anti-narcotic 
Societies along the above lines, and the Churches represented
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follow these instructions a m agnificent piece of w ork can be 
accomplished in stemming the rising tide of these evils and 
arousing the public conscience. The w ork of th is group will 
then  n o t have been in vain.

W O M EN  IN  T H E  G E N E R A L  C O N FE R E N C E .

E s t h e r  B. L e w i s .

The status, position and outlook for women in Szechuen to ­
day is a long step in advance of w hat i t  was fo rty -th ree  years 
ago. As one of the delegates said in Conference, “Jesus C hrist 
has elevated women to  an equality w ith  men.”

As one sat among the delegates, saw women tak ing  p a r t in 
discussions, w ith  fearlessness and wholly to  the po in t— a t least 
as often as were the men—  ; saw the d ignity  and poise w ith 
which they spoke from  the platform  to th a t large body of 
picked men and women ; listened w ith  delight to  them  making 
melody in the choir ; noted th e ir  comings and goings as they 
talked together or, now and again, in friendly converse w ith 
men, Chinese or foreign, naturally  and free from  self conscious­
ness, always quiet and womanly, we gave thanks to the God in 
whose sigh t these is ne ither male no r female out all are  one in 
C h ris t Jesus.

Some of these women, one had watched grow up from  g ir l­
hood and o thers as they emerged from  the darkness and supersti­
tion  of idol worship into the ligh t of the knowledge of th e  true 
God and the  lib e rty  he gives h is children.

W h a t a  marvelous difference between th is body of free 
limbed, in telligent, high minded, C hristian  women, and those of 
the early  eighties, who walked painfully on bound feet, illite ra te  
and very indifferent about learning to  read, knowing lit tle  be­
yond the round of h e r narrow  circle, bound by numberless fears 
and superstitions, w ith  no t much more lib e rty  th a n  a cha tte l o r 
o r servant.

W hat a fa r  call from  those days when any self respecting 
woman could n o t walk on the city ’s streets, and a girls education
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was lim ited to her first twelve or th irteen  vears, unless per­
chance, she were granted  boarding school privileges; when callers 
feared to  drink  the proffered tea lest they therebv be drugged 
in to  belief in  th is strange new doctrine ; a far call to  the fine 
body of women who, having profited by the opportunities of 
school and church, were sent from  all parts  of the Province as 
representatives of o ther women, who are now C hristian  mothers, 
teachers and Bible Women.

W ho of those first pioneers, even w ith  faith  in the God who 
transform s lives, had the far-sighted vision even to  dream  of 
w hat our eyes have seen and our ears have heard th is last week. 
Our hearts have been made glad and we have thanked God, and 
are ready to  go on w ith  stronger faith , no t only in  God, but in 
the possibility of Chinese women to become leaders in the new 
C hristian  China of the future.

In  the discussions in the group on the Indigenous Church 
i t  soon became evident th a t the Chinese members of the group 
were using the Chinese term  for ‘indigenous' (ben seh) in  two 
different senses. The first sense was w hat we o rd inarily  mean 
bv the word, viz., th a t which has taken root in, o r is native to, 
a  country. The second sense was th a t of "pure” “ orig inal'’ 
“ unadulterated”, In  th is sense they spoke of indigenous pastors 
and even church-members, a sense quite foreign to  our use of 
the word, and a g rea t deal of th e ir  discussion centred around 
th e  problem  of how to rid  the Church of adulterations and 
accretions and to  make the pure, essential elements of C hrist­
ian ity  stand forth .

B oth in the group on the “Indigenous C hurch” and in the 
Conference itself in discussing the problem there was no desire 
expressed to break away from  the paren t Churches, to  found an 
independent Church or to dispense w ith  the services of the

T H E  W E ST  C H IN A  C O N F E R E N C E  AND T H E  

IN D IG E N O U S  C H U R C H

C .  R. C a r s c a l l e x , M .  A.
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M issionary. The g reatest appreciation of the services rendered 
by the M issionary was expressed and a fine sp irit of C hristian  
b rotherliness prevailed. The Chinese seemed to realize th a t 
th e ir  M issionary colleagues were just as anxious as were they 
to  make the Church indigenous.

The recom m endations of the group adopted bv the Con­
ference were in substance as follows—

1. T h a t in receiving members into th e  Church g rea ter 
em phasis be placed upon sp iritua l qualifications ra th e r  than  
upon m ere knowledge of doctrine.

'2. T hat g rea te r a ttem pts be made to  make church-m em bers 
feel th e ir  responsibility fo r the financial support of the Church, 
and th a t  system atic giving among members be encouraged.

3. T h a t efforts be made to  raise the economic condition 
of the C hristian  community.

4. T h a t the  church recognize and cordially  support the 
w ork of the S tudent V olunteer M ovement as contribu ting  to 
the development of an  indigenous church.

5. T h a t the m a tte r  of tak ing  oyer by C hristian ity  of 
ce rta in  Chinese customs and ceremonies, such as m arriage, 
funeral customs and ancestor worship be considered in relation 
to thife question of an indigenous church, and th a t  the Szechuan 
C hrsitian  Council appoint a com m ittee to  go in to  th is  m atte r.

The opinion was expressed by some of our m ost spiritual 
leaders th a t  the Church has rejected on a wholesale scale 
many Chinese customs and ceremonies which are helpful, or, to  
say the w orst harmless, and th a t  foreign customs and ceremonies 
have been substituted the re  fo r w ith the effect of m aking 
C hristian ity  appear a  foreign religion.

The action which the Conference took to  strengthen  the 
Szechuan C hristian  Council w ith its various departm ents as a 
means of embodying, preserving and deepening the corporate 
consciousness of the Church, by asking several of the Missions 
•to set aside men to  its work may also do much tow ard the task 
of m aking the Church indigenous.

B ut though the Conference took  no outstanding action in. 
the m atte r, the Conference itself was a most s trik ing  evidence 
th a t  the Church in W est China is indeed becoming indigenous. 
H ere was a Conference of four hundred and forty-four men and 
women, of whom two hundred and eighty  seven were Chinese. 
I t  was officered by Chinese, its  discussious were carried  on 
largely by the Chinese-and some of its most inspiring messages 
were given by them . N o one could witness all th is  and m ore­
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over, the ab ility  and fine C hristian  sp irit w ith which it  was 
conducted w ithout realizing th a t C hristian ity  is a living th ing  
in W est China and th a t if all M issionaries were withdrawn, 
while C hristian ity  would undoubtedly greatly  suffer, i t  would 
live on, fo r i t  is rooted here.

The W est China Conference has greatly  encouraged us all 
by the quality  and sp irit of the Chinese leadership i t  has 
disclosed. I t  has shown us th a t the m issionary labour of the 
past decades has not been in vain. W e therfore face the future 
w ith g rea te r hope than  ever.

C .  E .  C a r ?c a l l e x .

T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  AND R U R A L  EV A N G E L ISM

H . J . Opens h a w

This was one of the popular discussion groups. All kinds 
of questions were raised by the attending  delegates, both foreign 
and Chinese. To all appearances the whole tim e of the General 
Conference m ight have been used to  advantage in  the discussion 
of th is  im portan t subject.

The Group was ra th e r  unfortunate in  its Chairm an, who 
though a prom inent leader, -made the mistake so many C hair­
men make,—he talked too much. As will be seen by the re­
com mendations of the Group to  the General Conference the 
subject was of so general a character th a t many allied questions 
emerged, which took tim e fo r discussion.

This Group was fo rtunate in having P asto r K . T. Chung, a 
specialist in R ural Evangelism, present, and he gave much 
valuable advice. F o r  a  full statem ent of his position on this 
subject we cannot do b e tte r .than to  refer our readers to his 
artic le  in the  December 1924 num ber of the Chinese Recorder. 
H is whole emphasis in the establishm ent of w ork in the country 
d istric ts is th a t a t the outset there "be L i f e . If  the Gospel be 
so preached by a M o b i l e  band of evangelists as to create L i f e  
a l l  the succeeding steps are easy. F o r if there be L i f e  there
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will be grow th, and if grow th fru it. I t  would seem th a t  our 
approach to  th is  whole problem  would need considerable revi­
sion. I t  would really be revolutionary if i t  were found th a t fo r­
eign money were not needed in pushing effective R ural Evange­
lism.

M r. R. O. Jolliffe in his thought provoking address on the 
“ C hristian  Occupation of W est C hina'-' presented a body of facts 
which should be of g rea t value in facing the vast problem of 
R ural Evangelism. H e stated  th a t there are  4000 m arket 
towns in Szechwan, only 400 of which are  occupied. A fter 
nearly  a half-century of ‘C hristian  Occupation’ we were con­
fronted  w ith  the fact th a t n ine-ten ths of the R u ra l d is tric t is 
s till w ithout the Gospel light, and the one-tenth ‘occupied’ fa r 
from  effective in many instances’ N o t less w ork in the cities, 
but m ore in the  country, should be our w atch-word.

I  give herew ith  the actions taken by the General Con­
ference from  the recom m endations of th is  G ro u p :

RURAL EVANGELISM

It was Voted That:

I . As t o  t h e  M e s s a g e  :

1. W e should preach a full Gospel rela ting  sp iritua l tru th s  
a t  a ll tim es to  the social and economic conditions of the people 
in  each country  d istric t, and would suggest th a t the C hristian  
Church should appropriate  and celebrate the Chinese 8th  m onth 
festival as a feast of Thanksgiving, and thus make connection 
w ith  the whole life and thought of the com munity.

I I .  A s t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  :

The m inister should be specially tra ined  to  cope w ith 
country  problems. C hristian  w orkers in country churches 
should have special knowledge and tra in in g  in  order to  render 
b roader service. The country people in  the church and out are 
w aiting for such service. ‘
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I I I .  A s  t o  t h e  T a s k  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n s .

The task  of the Missions is to  help the Chinese Church in 
evangelizing R ural China, and in p lanting  country churches.

IV . As t o  t h e  C o o p e r a t i o n  o f  M i s s i o n  
w i t h  t h e  C h u r c h .

The harm onious and effective w orking of the whole en te r­
prise can be secured th rough jo in t com mittees of Chinese and 
missionaries having full contro l and responsibility. The aims 
should be :

1. To give adequate funds fo r the tra in ing  and support of 
ru ra l workers :

2. To provide schools, classes and conferences fo r the tra in ­
ing of lavmen and women :

3. To make adjustm ents w ith local churches, which should 
be independent ; and the  wiser use of buildings and property, 
e ith e r by churches or by the m issionary societies.

V- A s  t o  E s t a b l i s h i n g  R e s e a r c h .

We recommend to  the U nion U niversity  the furtherance 
of research in the economic and social problem s of the country, 
and the establishing of branch offices in o the r places.

V I. As t o  a  C o u n t r y  L i f e  P r o b l e m  C o m m i t t e e  :

W e recommend th a t the Szechwan C hristian  Council ap ­
po in t a Com mittee on the R ural Church and C ountry Life P ro b ­
lems, and th a t the Missions have sub-committees.

V I I . A s  t o  a  C o u r s e  o f  S t u d y  i n  R u r a l  P r o b l e m s  :

W e recommend to  the W est China U niversity  th a t a  course 
in  ru ra l church and country life '■'roblems be given to  students 
in  the departm ent of religion beginning in the  fall of 1925.

V II I .  A s  t o  S u m m e r  S c h o o l  C o u r s e s  :

W e recommend to  the W est China U nion  U niversity  th a t 
a sho rt course in  ru ra l church and country life problem s be given 
fo r the C hristian  workers, preachers and laymen, beginning w ith 
the summer of 1925, fo r one m onth.

IX . R u r a l  S u n d a y  O b s e r v a n c e  :

W e memorialize the  provincial au thorities to  take steps to 
prom ote Sundays as rest days in m arket towns as observed in 
educational and official circles in cities and large towns.
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CHAO TONG F U , Y U N N A N  A N D  O PIU M

F .  C oT T K E L L .

I t  is said in th is d is tric t th a t the present position of the 
opium trade and h ab it is unique, so fa r as the last fo rty  years 
a t least are concerned. L ast year, a good deal of poppy «as 
planted, but th is year, owing to  the extrem e shortage of food, 
consequent upon the very poor harvests, m ost of the land is 
being used fo r g ra in  production ra th e r than  fo r opium. A t 
the same tim e such a degree of smoking cannot be remembered 
by the  oldest here. The Chinese themselves say th a t  "eleven 
of every ten  chairm en” smoke of eat opium, and in and around 
ChaO Tong, p robably  seven of every ten people indulge.

I t  seems probable th a t th is w inter, the people will be a l­
lowed and even encouraged to  p lan t grain  or beans ra th e r  than  
opium, bu t un til now, the m ilita ry  powers have demanded th a t 
poppies be grown and the revenues which have been exacted 
have gone to  the upkeep of the provincial arm y. I t  should be 
said, however, th a t  the tax collector has been unable to  get his 
monies, since the 1924 opium crop was practically  a fa ilu re  in 
th is neighbourhood.

The increase in  the trad e  in  and smoking of opium has 
had the  effect of driving up the prices of o the r things. G rain 
fo r example is very expensive : had the opium ground been used 
for the cu ltivation of corn, the re  would have been m ore food fo r 
disposal, in  spite of the poor harvests, the alm ost famine con­
ditions which prevail here just now would have been obviated.— ■ 
One hears th a t a ll the ord inary  commodities of life a re  many 
tim es dearer now th a t  they were only a few years ago. Con­
sequently, the  people are both  ind irectly  and directly affected. 
Ind irectly , fo r the reasons suggested : d irectly  well, the de­
gradation  and wretchedness of the  opium smoker a re  evident. 
The condition of such in  this city, as in  others, is p itiable in 
the  extrem e.

Generally speaking, our C hristians have m ost em phatically 
refused to  have any dealings w ith opium, e ith e r w ith p lan t­
ing o r w ith selling o r with smoking, and in  some cases, th e ir



Tbs Yv es: China Missionary flew s 41

determ ination  has led to  persecution. An Anti-Opium Society 
has ju st been formed in th is city, and a number 
of business men have joined w ith the C hristians and are 
tak ing  an active in te rest in the movement. The suggestion came 
from  the Chinese themselves and it  is hoped th a t, though slowly, 
i t  will none the less surely have its effect upon th e  m oral life of 
Chao Tong. Both the m ilitary  and the civil governors were ap ­
proached w ith  a view to obtaining th e ir  support fo r the Society, 
but bo th  declined, saying th a t they were “men under au thority .” 
A t the  same tim e, they expressed the personal wish and hope 
th a t  opium m ight be abolished.

In  closing, one m ight tell of the large new Police S tation  
which has been bu ilt near the  W est gate of the city. I t  is a 
m ost handsome building from  the fron t, but behind its im­
posing entrance are two small shops whose owners have rarely  
any leisure moments during the day. They have probably the 
largest sale fo r opium in the city  and the trade is carried  ofa 
w ith  no semblance of secrecy. One wonders if th a t may not 
be typical of the whole question. Though legally, opium is p ro­
h ibited, actually, i t  is “winked a t” and au thority  flourishes and 
fattens on the poverty and degradation of the people, Is  i t  too 
much to  see the days return , when he who grows or sells or 
smokes opium will be exceptional, and am ongst his own people. 
A nathem a ?

 ........   II

T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  S E E N  FR O M  T H E  O F F IC E  OF 

T H E  E X E C U T IV E  S E C R E T A R Y .

K . J .  B e a t o n .

To w rite  the  impressions which come to the Executive 
S ecretary  of a Conference such as the one which is being re­
ported  in  th is num ber of the News in an artic le  of five hundred 
words is indeed a  very difficult task, and accounts fo r the ex­
trem e b rev ity  of my comments.
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1- The difficulty of getting started at all.
Two outstanding impressions rem ain in my m ind from, the 

first m eeting of the jo in t Executives of the Advisory B oard and 
the  Sze-Chwan C hristian  Council, which it  was my privilege to  
a ttend  a fte r  being released by the C.M .M . to  assist in  organiz­
ing the G eneral Conference, namely, the lack of enthusiasm, 
and the  inadequate knowledge of w hat such a big Conference 

. would cost in tim e, money, o rganization, securing outside help, 
p rayer and fa ith . The general idea seemed to  be th a t th is  is 
som ething we ought to  do but is foredoomed to  failure. The 
fa c t, th a t  po litical conditions prevented the 1919 gathering 
fro m  m aterializing, was perhaps in large p a r t responsible for 
th is . Our Chinese colleagues, even up to  six weeks of the open­
ing were some of them  prophesying failure, principally  on the 
ground th a t  we did no t have the experienced Chinese leadership 
in  W est China, to  manage such a large undertaking. The first 
task of the  Executive Secretary  was to  convince the people 
in terested  th a t  they had a real, v ital, and w orkable propositon 
in  hand.

2. The willingness to sacrifice, and to co-operate manifested 
by every one who was asked to assist.
All th a t  was needed was a lead, and w ithout a single ex­

ception the people of the Chengtu churches rallied to  the task  
of com m ittee work, of advertising, of raising money, of weekly 
and in  a few cases daily prayer, w ith  an enthusiasm and con­
secration which defied failure. In  the six m onths of p rep ara­
tio n  and in  the course of the Conference itself the re  was an 
en tire  absence of carping criticism , and of self-seeking. Of the 
scores of com m ittee m eetings held it  can be tru th fu lly  said th a t  
the sp irit of “willingness to  sacrifice fo r the good of a ll” was 
th e ir  supreme characteristic . Of the hundreds of le tte rs  re ­
ceived, no t a half dozen were w ritten  in anyth ing  but a sp irit 
of friendliness and co-operation. In  several years experience 
a t  home organization conferences, institutes, and summer schools, 
1  have never had any th ing  to approach the  way in  w hich the 
Christians of Sze-Chwan rose to  the opportun ity  of m aking th is 
h isto ric  Conference a success.

3. The spirit of the gathering.
This enthusiasm  to w ork toge ther was p artly  responsible 

fo r the harm ony of the gathering. The m otto, hung over the
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platform , “¿jealous to  preserve the unity  of the  sp irit in  the 
bonds of peace,” captivated and held all hearts from  the first 
hour to  the closing session. There was no denom inational 
rivalry, no Chinese versus m issionary feeling, no fundam ent­
alism o r modernism broadcasting, but a sp irit of mutual love 
and sympathy and forbearance, which suggests th a t the day is 
no t as fa r  d istan t as some suppose, when the christians of W est 
China will realize in fact as well as in faith , “We are not 
divided, all one body we.” I t  was a dem onstration of the 
v ita lity , progressiveness and unity of the church, which in these 
davs of an ti-ch ristian  propaganda in China is needed not only 
by the outside world but by our christians themselves. The 
isolation of our small ch risdan  communities, makes the vision 
of the church as a world-wide conquering power, which the 
delegates received an invaluable asset in  the program  of the 
n e s t decade.

4. Responsiveness.
The response of the gathering  to th e  deepest sp iritual ap ­

peals as thev were made from  the platform  from  day to day was 
rem arkable. I  have watched anxiously the gathering intensity  
of many sim ilar meetings in Canada, and as the sessions of this 
Conference advanced, the most encouraging th ing  of all was the 
realization th a t th e  church in  Sze-Chwan is being bu ilt upon a 
solid foundation of sp iritual experience. Jesus C hrist is a living 
reality  in the sp iritual consciousness of these delegates. Their 
deepening appreciation of H im  and th e ir  response to  the ap ­
peals fo r H is exalta tion  in h eart and home and nation, must 
mean a g rea t advance in  the establishing of H is kingdom.

5. R esults.
The results were of course mainly educational. There was 

no a ttem p t made to  d irect the outcome of the gathering. No 
cut and dried resolutions were prepared beforehand to  be 
adopted. There was no a ttem p t a t  lobbying in favor of any pet 
scheme. The criticism  is now made th a t the resolutions passed 
were only half thought out, and lacked content, but i t  must be 
adm itted th a t they were absolutely spontaneous and sincere. 
One extrem ely practical result is the organization of the W est 
China Council of H ealth  Education, w ith the recommendation 
of the C.M.M. th a t  th e ir  H om e B oard release D r. WTallace 
Crawford as D irector. Many of the o ther aims of the General
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Conference can- no t im m ediately be realized because of the 
actions of th e  Missions in  refusing th e  men and money asked for 
th is  year. B u t the program  rem ains and sooner o r la te r  those 
parts  of i t  which are essential to  the building of che K ingdom  
of God in  W est China w ill be carried  to  a  conclusion. The 
educational process must s till go on.

6. The future.
T here were 287 Chinese, and 158 m issionaries a t  th is  C on­

ference. In  th ree  missions, practically  every ordained m inister, 
every graduate doctor, the principal of every im portan t school, 
■were am ong the  delegates. These men are  the present hope of 
the  church. Only about ten percent of the delegates were lay­
men, ( th a t is n o t in  the employ) of th e  Missions. The la st 
Conference was all missionaries. This one was predom inantly 
Chinese. T here were whole sessions when the voice of the mis­
sionary  was n o t heard  a t  all. The next Conference w ill see a 
corresponding grow th in  the representation  and influence of 
voluntary  lay  leadership. I t  w ill be as big a  surprise to  some 
good people as the  quan tity  and quality  of th e  present and 
po ten tia l Chinese leadership, which we saw during these sessions.

7. Thank you.
The Executive Com m ittee desire to  express th e ir  deep a p ­

preciation  of the support given to  them  in the w ork of organiz­
ing and conducting the Conference, and hop"» th a t  the same 
sp ir it of sym pathy and co-operation m ay be manifested tow ards 
th e  Sze-Chwan C hristian  Council, which has been asked to  ca rry  
out the  plans in itia ted  there .

I N  R E M E M B R A N C E .

D octor  L il ia n  M. D in g l e , L.R .C .P .& .S. ( E d in b u r g h ).

I t  is w ith  much sorrow  th a t  we record the  death of D octor 
L ilian  D ingle (of th e  U nited M ethodist Mission) a t  Chao T ’ong 
Fu, on F rid a y  Decem ber 5th.
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W ith in  six -weeks our Mission has lost two choice souls, 
and the  women of Chao T ’ong have lost two of th e ir  dearest 
fo ieign friends. The passing of M rs. Hicks, which left such a 
big gap, has already been recorded, and while friends were 
m ourning her loss, the H igher Call came to  our beloved doctor. 
The discipline is a hard  one when we miss such ones from  our 
fellowship.

D octor Dingle first came to  China in 1906, and fo r six years 
she laboured devotedlv, w inning the confidence of the women as 
she endeavoured to bring healing and relief to  those in pain. 
E arly  in 1912, she left Chao T ’ong for ano ther sphere of work, 
but returned last year, to the delight of all who knew her. F o r 
many m onths I  have been privileged in sharing her home, and 
all th a t  I  have seen of her has filled me w ith adm iration . H er 
Stirling qualifies m arked her as a noble woman, besides 
being a much loved doctor. In  her w ork she was always zea­
lous, nothing was considered a trouble, the smallest illness, as 
well as the biggest, claimed her careful atten tion .

She was especially kind to “ the poorest, the lowliest and 
the lost”, and the troubled soul could always find in her a ready 
sympathy. D octor Grenfell once said, “ Suppose a  doctor loved 
all his patients, he wouldn’t  be satisfied to  say, “Y our leg is 
b e tte r”, or, “H ere is a  p ill”. Our doctor was never satisfied 
w ith just th a t duty was crowned w ith love, and love profusely 
gives. The m aternal love shone th rough  her smallest service. 
Unassum ing, both  in m anner and speech, but w ith  rare  delicacy 
and tact, she lived to  perform  those “nameless acts of kind­
ness” The Recording Angel must be busy still, w riting  down 
h er golden deeds.

“And love lives on, and hath  a power to bless when they 
who loved are  hidden in the grave”

A.A .L. B a i u y i c k .

 1 ^  '> *----------

CORRESPONDENCE

C.I.M . Ichang, 
January  26, 1925.

D e a r  E d i t o r  N e w s ,—
I t  seems very ungrateful to  receive cards, le tte rs  and good 

wishes from  friends and give no response, yet w hat am I  to do ‘I 
W e have been simply overwhelmed w ith delightful messages
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from  a vast num ber of the  W est China M issionaries, even an 
old friend in  the shape of the fast disappearing “k ’u yen ts 'ien ’1 

w ith  a good reputation  appended came safely to  hand. 
The best way is to  seek vour help and through the medium of 
the W .C .M .N. send our hearty  thanks to  all the good friends 
who have so kindly sent us messages during the C hristm as and 
New Y ear season. Thanks dear M r. E d ito r  for th is help.

Chungking steam er captains rep o rt over 300 junks on th e ir  
way down river, a ll filled w ith soldiers : fo r an hour and a half, 
one skipper to ld  me, he had to  go dead slow to  pass them, and 
the m om ent thev tried  to  get a little  wav on and caused a ripple, 
bang w ent a rifle and a bullet came in the d irection  of the 
bridge. Quite a few of th e  junks are already here and we hear 
are proceeding to  H ankow  and probably to the help of W u-pei- 
fu bu t th is  is only “ t ’a-men shoh t ih ” )> v' e do n0^
know  the object of th e ir  coming.

There are about 18 steam ers now plying between Ichang 
and Chungking nearlv  all of them  able to  do the tr ip  all w inter. 
The river has kept exceptionally high, yet being about 1 f t  6 in 
above zero, when we are  usually nearly  2 or 3 inches above zero 
a t  th is tim e of year. The strange th ing  is th a t  with all these 
steam ers, fre igh ts are exorb itan tly  high. I  have just had to 
pay <f8.50 a picul, and am holding heavy stuff over un til May 
when it  will be abou t $4.50.

Szechwan dollars a re  a t a discount now, Y uan Shih K ai 
a r e  in demand. One H u n d r e d  C a s h  P i e c e s  N o t  W a n t e d .

W ith  every good wish to all our W est China friends, and 
grateful thanks fo r all th e ir  kind rem em brance of us.

Aye sincerely,

H e r b e u t  J .  S q u i r e .

Chungking, December 30th. 1924
D e a r  M r. E d i t o r  N e w s ,

So m any people going on furlough are in terested  th a t you 
may th in k  i t  w orth  while to  publish the following inform ation.

D uring the low w ater season there  are . no t likely to be 
steam ers running to  Suifu or Luchow.

The low w ate r lasts til l  in  A pril— sometimes til l  la te in  
A pril.
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Even -when the season is on, i t  is useless to  w rite to 
Chungking for sailing dates— these are so uncertain. Best come 
to  Suifu and be prepared to  w ait on your junk there until a 
steam er arrives, if you w ant to take steam er from  Suifu.

The riv er is said to  be quite peaccable between Suifu and 
Chungking just now, so there is no objection to  coming all the 
way to Chungking by junk.

The sm aller steam ers are likely to  be running between 
Ichang and Chungking all w inter.

The best tim e to get to Chungking is about the middle of 
May as bv then vou are sure of Suifu-Ichang steam ers and are 
reasonably certa in  of the la rger and more com fortable Chung- 
king-Ichang steamers.

The w orst tim e to  come is from  Ja n  1st to  M arch 31st. as 
th a t  is the season of lowest w ater.

Sincerely,

G o r d o n  R .  J o n e s .

Chao T’ong Fu,
Y unnan,

Dec. 28/24. 1924.

D e a r  E d i t o b  N e w s ,

You will be deeply sorry  to learn  th a t our small circle has 
had ano ther loss in  the passing (on Dec, 5 th) of D r. Dingle 
from  tvphus, just six weeks a fte r the loss of M rs. H icks. In  the 
citv  here we were a party  of eight. Now we are a p a rty  of six. 
I  am sorrv  th a t  I  have n o t been able to  w rite you about this 
un til today.

I  enclose a brief account of her w ork fo r which I  tru s t 
you will be able to  find a place in  your excellent paper.

I  am sorry  I  cannot manage to  get- up to  the conference. 
I  very much wished to come but we are too short-handed.

W ith  every good wish, Yours sincerely,

W .  H .  H u d s p e t h .

(The News extends deepest sym pathy. Ed).
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NEWS NOTES

Chungking News—■
The m arriage of Miss E d ith  M. Tufts and D r. J .  L incoln 

M cC artney took place on December 27th and proved an event 
of g rea t social in terest. I t  also proved one of dram atic 
in te rest fo r  the groom  was th row n from  his pony a t  the Chung­
king Race Club the day before his m arriage and appeared a t 
the ceremony w ith his arm  in a sling, as a  result of a  broken 
collar bone. H ow ever he managed to  m ain ta in  the correct ex­
pression and seemed properly  appreciative of being allowed in 
the same picture w ith  the  charm ing bride.

The ceremony took place in  the U nion  Church and was 
attended  by all of Chungking’s F oreign  community as well as 
by numerous m ilita ry  and civil officials including the Civil 
G overnor, and his two small sons.

The bride was attended by M rs. F . E . L. A brey as M atron  
of H onour and was given away by M r. B. M. B arry . Miss 
B etty  B utts and M ary E leanor A brey  made charm ing Flow er 
Girls.

The groom  was attended by his b ro ther-in -law  M r. V icto r 
B utts.

The ceremony was perform ed by Rev. G. W . Sparling.
D r. and M r. J .  H . M cCartney, the fa th e r and m other of 

th e  groom , were responsible fo r the reception which was held 
in  the In terna tional.

H osp ita l and the guests were afforded a  splendid view, 
from  its lofty  verandahs of the departure of the newly m arried 
couple, as they left by sedan chair fo r the H ills  where they will 
spend th e ir  sh o rt honeymoon. D r. L incoln M cC artney will 
take charge of the In te rn a tio n a l H ospita l while his fa ther, D r. 
J .  H . M cCartney, pays a long deferred v isit to  Chengtu.

Chungking friends have been glad to  welcome back M r. 
and M rs..V icto r B utts. M r. B utts arrived  in  tim e to  support 
the groom  a t  the wedding.

W e have had a most active tim e w ith  all the Christm as 
festivities. W e know of children  who attended th ree  d ifferent 
trees and had a b ig  C hristm as D inner as well.
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The closing concert of the Chungking Canadian School 
proved of g rea t in te rest to  the fo rtunate guests. The num ber 
•was unfortunately lim ited owing to  the smallness of the avail­
able accomodation. But every child in  p o rt attended the 
Bachelors p a rtv  and Christm as tree, which event has become 
the biggest th ing  in  the calendar of the Chungking children. 
Each child received a really splendid g ift no t to  mention all 
the good things to ea t and the games. This year the event was 
held in the Chungking club and the crowd taxed the capacit)' 
of the Club’s reception room.

M r. and M rs. A. W- Davidson have been paving a  short 
visit to  Chungking from  Hankow. M rs. W igham  entertained 
a t  the W om en’s In stitu te  fo r the Davidsons on Dec 24th. The 
Womens In stitu te  located a t  the top of the H o Shi Po 
lends itself adm irably to  such receptions, since th e  grounds 
have been so well laid out. W e understand M r. Leonard 
W alker has shown his skill in the laying out of these grounds.

The W est China Conference ought to  be a big success if 
the in te rest i t  is creating  in  Chungking is any criterion . E very­
body seems to  be going and we have enjoyed seeing some of the 
distinguished speakers who have come up from  .Shanghai to 
a tten d  and have recently passed .through Chungking. These, 
include Bishop Grose, D r. Chung, D r. P eters and liev . J .  M. 
Y ard . M r. Y ard  was accompanied as far as Chungking by Mrs. 
Y ard  and both were gladly -welcomed by many old friends.

“Chungking”

Suifu—
The w ork of im proving the stree t pavements continues and 

i t  looks as though the newly purchased rickshas will soon be 
running about our streets. A num ber of m erchants have in ­
stalled p rivate electric ligh t plants and new buildings a re  con­
stan tly  being erebted. There is even a brick foreign hotel 
building in the process of construction.

A fire which s ta rted  in  an incense factory  near the small 
south gate destroyed a large num ber of buildings two weeks ago 
and left several hundred people homeless. Even the fire god 
himself was burned. B ut be it said to the everlasting pluck of 
the Chinese the w ork of rebuilding began alm ost as soon as the 
fire was quenched.

W e in Suifu not only have the privilege of seeing the mis­
sionaries on th e ir  way home on furlough or retu rn ing  but we
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have also the  opportunity  of knowing some of the steam boat 
Captains. P erhaps the re  is no C aptain on the U pper Yangtze 
m ore popular w ith  the foreigners th an  C aptain T. A. Lupton 
of the S. S. Shu-Tung. Some missionaries definitely plan to 
ride on his steam er and those who just accidently get on the 
Shu-Tung feel th a t  fortune has favored them . C aptain Lupton 
has endeared himself to  the Suifu community and we are  always 
glad to  have him  visit us in our homes. On the last t r ip  of the 
Shu-Tung to  Suifu C aptain  Lupton was surprised w ith a m is­
cellaneous shower in th e  home of Rev. and M rs. D. C. Graham. 
The season’s run being finished, C aptain Lupton has gone to 
Shanghai to m eet his fiancee. W e shall be glad to  welcome 
M rs. Lupton in to  our W est China community.

The W om an’s B oard H ospita l (W .A .B .F .M .S.) last week 
moved in to  th e ir  new buildings outside the no rth  gate of the 
city . H aving been cram ped into a small Chinese inn these 
several years and try in g  to  do medical w ork under such try ing  
circumstances the w orkers now feel th a t  they have stepped into 
alm ost ideal surroundings. The M en’s Dispensary is ready fo r 
the inside finishing w ork and the foundation fo r the  M en’s 
H osp ita l is being laid.

M .C.R.

T H E  R U S S E T  P E A R .

(From  Odes of Tang. Ed.)

A lonely russet pear, stand I,
Beside the g rea t highway.

T h a t princely fellow passing by .
M ight, nay, would come, they say. 

My h ea rt gives him  its homage due, 
B ut could I  keep him  ever true ?

A  lonely russet pear I  stand,
Ju s t bv the g rea t road’s bend. 

T h a t noble kn igh t would take my hand 
And w ander fa r a t  my command. 

My h ea rt ¿*ives him  its deepest due,
But could I  hold him  ever tru e  ?
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Tatsienlu—
1924 has been a busy year. I  have been 181 days on the 

road and traversed 8,400 li ; mostly in T ibetan  speaking country. 
T ’aining Dawo, D rangu and Kanze have been visited on two 
occasions. I  have also been to  L itang, Badi-Bawang, Moukung 
and Chantu lamaseries, large and small w ith a to ta l population 
of nearly  20,000 clerics have been touched ; and countless 
caravans of all sizes m et and attended to . D uring visits to  T a­
tsienlu, my center fo r the tim e being, I  have spent 56 days of 
eight hours on thé s tree t among the crowds, o r a t  a bookstall 
in  an oblong em pty space in the citv. The results in  ligures 
fo r the year’s effort has been 173,500 books and trac ts  : 71,500 
of the form er and 102,000 of the la tte r. In  order th a t the 
value of these silent missionaries may be enhanced, 820 short 
discourses on God and Salvation have been delivered. Thesë 
were mostlv in T ibetan  but sometimes in  Chinese, and 
occasionalh' in both languages, the preacher transla ting  as he 
proceeded w ith the sermon. A  quotation from  Paul Sherap, a 
T ibetan  gentlem an of wide and varied experience in  th a t coun­
try , will h in t a t the value of th is work. H e says, “ I  shall be 
glad to help in the translation  of any litera tu re  in to  T ibetan or 
Iviarung for I  believe it  is to  the m issionary w liat weapons of 
w ar are  to  the soldier.”

Y ours sincerely,
J .  H u s t o n  E d g a r .

B IR T H S.

C l a r k —A t  K ia tin g , on Ja n u a ry  1 0 th ,  t o  S tew art S. and M rs. Clark 
A .B .F .M .S ., a d augh ter Sarah  Isabel.

L o n g l e y , —A t Fowchow, SzeChwan, on Ja n u a ry  25th, to R. S. and 
M rs. L ongley, C.M .M ., a daughter, E d ith  M arion Auld.

B r o w n .—A t K ia ting , on Ja n u a ry  1st, To D r. H . D . and Mrs. Brown,
C.M .M ., a son, Charles W easels.

D E A T H S :

D i n g l e , —A t Chao T ung-fn , Y unnan, on F riday  Decem ber 5 th , of 
ty p h u s  fever, Dr. Lilian  M. D ingle, (nee G randin). Deeply 
mourned.
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OMEI BUNGALOW FOR RENT

A •well furnished bungalow in full view of the Chin Ting 
situated  w ith in  th ree minutes of tennis courts well protected 
from  storm s. H as large d ining room, inside and outside 
kitchen, study bedroom, store room, bath  room w ith  cement 
b a th  dow nstairs Large bedroom, two sm aller bedrooms and 
washroom upstairs w ith  good clothes closets. F ine verandah 
w ith  Ching T ing and E r  Omei in  view. Good servants quarters 
separate, a ll floored, store room fo r fuel, large ra in  w ater tank, 
stone road approach. W ould suit several single people o r a 
fam ily and some single people. To le t fo r season 1925 R ent 
$100.00 Sze.

A p p l y  E. H i b b a b d , Chengtu

OMEI BUNGALOW FOR SALE OR RENTAL.

A p p l y  R e v . F . J . B e a d b h a w , K iating.

FOR RENT, SUMMER OF 1925.

The Thompson Bungalow, M ount Omei.

C entrally  located ; close to  Church, store, and tennis courts. 

Suitable fo r  e ither one o r two families.

R en ta l fo r  Season $100.00.

A p p l y  D r . R. G. A g n e w , Chengtu.


