























































































































































































































































































































































































































THE VOICES OF THE STARS

his taste of an unknown prison, his taste of poppied
wine, and then sleep.

His next consciousness was that he was lying on
a soft bed instead of on a truss of straw, and that
the darkness about him was not the darkness of the
cell. Suddenly someone drew a curtain and in a
second the place where he lay filled with a soft light
and showed that to Villon which astonished him
as much as if the gates of Paradise had parted be-
fore him and shown him the shining lines of the
hosts of Heaven. He remembered that he was lying
in a stately bed, nestled in snowy linen beneath a
coverlet of crimson silk. He remembered that the
bed stood in a gorgeous room, heavy with magnifi-
cent tapestry and roofed with a carved and painted
ceiling that glittered with gilt and stars. Curtains
of purple velvet admitted the daylight through win-
dows on which rich armorial bearings glowed in col-
oured glass. Soft and delicate odours impregnated
the atmosphere and tender strains of delicate music
stole wooingly on the senses from the strings of a
distant lute.

Then there came, so kindly memory assured him,
an obsequious man in black, with no less obsequi-
ous attendants, and singular ceremonies of bathing,
perfuming and hair dressing and a putting on of
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