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Deponent ; Yamamoto, Kumaiehi

Having first duly sworn an oath 48 an attached sheet and in accor-

dance with the procedure followed in our country 1 hereby depose as

follows:

AFFIBAVIT OF KUVAICKI YAMAMOTO
— " P AICHL YAVAMOTO

l.

I, Kuraichi Yamamoto, as testified defore the Court of Internatiocnal

Military Tribunal, Far Fast, on August 15 (the Defense document, No. 201},
EXhibit e, 2,915), always attended the sessions of the lLiaison Conference,

since the formation of the To jo Cabinet.

2 Finance Minister Kaya was present at most sessicns of the Liaison

Conf'ercnce

though he never played a leading role in the dlscussions,

as the

topics of the Conference mostly centered around the U. S. -Japanese

negctiations.

—

Je 4t the Conference, although the members werec unanimous in their

stand that utmost affert should be made toward the success of the U.S. -

Japanese negotiation, opinions crossed on the policy to be taken ln case
of the faijure of the negotiation, as the most difficult problem before

them,
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Finance Ninister Kaya dieected his whole energy toward aveoiding
war, repeatedly advancing a thorough study on peaceful means to solve
the difficulties which, arising from the negotiation failure, would
threaien to develep into major causes of war; - the sight still re-
mains in my memory as one of the most impressive sCenes.

4. As one evidence of the above, & the Conference se¢ssion of Nov. 1,
1941, when 1t was discussed whether we should be rcsc’.ed to tal:e ams
for self-defense against the U.S., if that country would not accept either
foym of concessions we were prcpared to maiie i nNe 8 alled Formulas
A ard B, Finance Minister Kaya prop-sed. &
avert war, a study on the possibility and advisabiiii; of solving the o0il
problcm by means of our importing it from the lNorth Saghalien or, going
a step farther, our purchasing up the territory itself. For it was
certain tnat 1f the U.S.-Japanese negotiation shnuld fail, we
be cut from @1l supply from either the U.S. or the D.E.I,
redu¢ed. to-sueh circumstances would be considered as a fatal blow to
this country which is so pcor in t he indigenous production, and tlreaten
to beccome one of the major 1induccments toward a wer, 7ith the result

that it was one of the gra =si neer vzfor-< the l.lalson Counf'erence,
whether there ~ould bc any noans LD peacellis Ve e nroblem of oil,
Mr, Kaya's earncst propoc:

obtaln apnrc

tl"‘q; & s T+ » " ;
s P Ur,..]l' ' A l(r —

plar had been rejected on the same ground. )
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5« Aftecr all, the opinion of the Flgh Corrard at the Conference was;
"Japan is eonfronted with economle and milj 7 maenace at the
hands.of the Allied Yowers, which is agsravating day by da Let it
alonc, the very existence of our country would b reatened. Unless
the U.S.~Japanese negotiation has been concluued througli December, our
national defengive power on the Western -acifice will become much inferior
to that of the Allicd Powers.

If then w.c arc attacked by the U.,S. , or forced to a war for existence,
the High Command will no more be in a position to bc held responsible
for the national defengz. 4t is therefore imperative for us to make
Up our mind here, at this moment, that if there is no prospect of success
lcr the negotiation betwcen the two ccuntries even at the end of November,
then vie will make our final resolution tovard the U.S,, and to begin at
once our preparation for military operations. However, as it goes with-
our saying that ve should continue our best effort for the success of
the negotiation, if we beeore assured of its success, the operational
preparation should be stopped as a ratter of coursen,

Finance Minister Kaya contendcd. "It 1s a matter of gravest con-
Séquence that a situation might arise when the igh Command says they
gannot assurc the responsibility for the natienal defengs, But it should

not bc lightly done that we make cur final recolution toward the U,S.,

even 1f the promises of success should have been all lost for the

de
ncgotiation. Ve must consider the uncomparable ri%@y that would be

prought about if the U.S. aud Japan should fight, Our countrymen have

already been expcriencing considefable hardships sinee the outbreck of

— -) ——
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the Sino-Japanese Hostilities. To be thrown at the mercy of futher
distresses i1s unbearable. Nbreover, there is no assurance of our
victory in the opinion of the Naval High Command if the war drag
on more¢ than tuwo years. So there is a danger of owr losing both the
fruits and root , if we lose the war, even if it may be for selfdefense.
The war rust be avoided by some means, as far as possible, 1 cannot
forthrigntly agrce to the war plan, I want to consider the matter
over more carcfully.*

Forcign Minister Togo also insisted upon the necessity of careful

reconsideration.

The Sigh Command insisted:

"Unless we start on the preparation far military coperations at once,

considering an eventuality of our being driven to the worst, it would

be impossible for us to fight, even if we are forced to do so suddenly

at thc end of November when all prospect of success might vanish for

the U.S.-Japanese negotiation. Therefore we must at once make up our
mind that we will make our final resolution in the aforesaid manner.
Otﬁermisc, the High Command cannot assume the responsibility of defending
the nation. "

Finance Vinlister Kaya and Foreign Minister Togo reserved their yes
or no, saying they wanted at least one morec day®s deliberation as it
was a matter of gravest consequence.

ot that, Chief of the General Staff Sugiyama manifested his dis-

satisfaction: "It is most rcgrettable that they hesitate even at this

1ls
moment. Under suzh eircumstances it impassihle on the part of the High

-4 -
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Cormand to take But both

the responsibility of national defenSe.

Mr. Kaya and Mg, Toge did not withdraw their rescrvation.

I do not rermember whether Finance Minister Kaya was present at

the Liaison Conference meeting held in December, 1941, prior to the

outbreak of the U.S. - Japanese War.

On this Q_ dd[] of a'ayg- ’ 191.[,7; at TOkYO
DEFONENT "AMOT umaichj

L, Tal.l.: Kodo hcreby certify that the above statement was svorn
'—__-“

by the Deponct, who affixed his signaturc and seal thereto in the

presence of this witncss.

OCn the same date, at

the same place.
: /S/ TaNJKJ., Kodo (seal)

wltncss

CaTh

In accordance with My conscience I svear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing,

/S/  YAMEOTO , Xumajchi  (scal)




