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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APQ 234
C/0 POSTMASTER SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO 433 PLACE: TOKYO
(Jap Intel No 46) DATE: 24 Nov 1945

Division of Origin: Javanese Intelligence Section, G-2, USSBS.

Subject: Intelligence duties of a Communications Officer on Staff
of Destroyer and Cruiser Squadrons.

Parson Ip.terrog-.‘-lted and Be ckground:

Commender HANDA, Nikichi, IJN,

1930: Graduated from Academy.

1936¢ Gradueted from Communications School,

1941(0ct): Communications Steff Officer of 3rd Destroyer

Squadron.
1943(May): Communicetions Steff Officer of 5th Cruiser
Squsdron, “

1944: Instructor at Neval Communicetions School.
1945(May)s Communicetions Steff Officer, YOKOSUKA Naval District.

“here Interviewed: Meiji Building.

Interrogetor: Lt. Comdr, ¥ SHACJELFORD, USHR.
Internreter: Mr. J. H. Teli,

Allied Officers Present: None,

SUMMARY @

Commander HANDa, ag Steff Communicotions Officer for Destroyer
and Cruiseor Squedrons, devoted sbout 10% of his tima to intelligrrce
duties which consisted mrinly of estimasting enemy strength, dispesi--
tion and locrtion. Trere weg no intelligence Officer on the Steff

of either destroyer or cruis-r squadron.
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Interrog-tion of Comdr. HANDA,  Nikichi
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o Q.1. Wheat were your duties as Staff Communications Officer for the
. destroyer and cruiser squadrons.

ua, Supervision of communications work for the Staff.
Q.2. To what extent did your work concern intelligence?
- . 2
" | a. I devoted sbout 10% of my time to such duties. ﬁ
i;‘ Q.3. 4and just whet wers those duties? | .

A, Based on dispetches from the General Steff and from the fleets
and besed on my own axverience, I would estimete your disposition, o
location, strength, speed and course. I did not prenmare our sction -g%
reports. This wes done by the Serlor Stoff Officer.

Q.4. In whrt actions vere you engaged? 3
A, MALLY STRAITS and MIDWAY,
Q.5. and whet opposition did you expect et MIDWAXT lE

. 250 landbased alrcraft which iy senler officor thought wes too
high, and one to two cerriers. But so far ns your crrrisrs wore
corcernad we thought we sould diseble them before you struck us. I
weg on the DD SENDAI ~t the time,

Q.8. What revorts of battle damsz- did you roeceiveld

- i, e received two reports, each saying thet 2 corriers were on fiye,
Communications then broke down s#nd thn messages beceme bedly garbled.
I dida't know that four of our corriers were sunk at MIDVaY until &
wory later,

Q.7. Wng there an intelligence officer on the Staff of either the
destrover or cruiser squadron to which you were attechedl
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A,
Q.8. Insofer as wou know, wh~t J-menrae shivs hrd intellligernce
officers during the Wer?

A, TNone of them evcept mossibly the cerricrs late in the War. Some
of them mev have hrd YOMUSHI,

Q.9. 'ho were YOMUSHI?

A. They were roserve officers treined at ths YOILOSUKA Conmunicrtions
School for six months. BErch mew cleass was divided inte two entirely
soparate groups, one studring communic-tions and tho oth~r code.
. Those who didn't do wall in cods or who were disintercated in 1% were
drsigrnetcd YOMUSHI, I don't thinlz thesa latter roally ov-r did much
| ‘ intellizence work =fter leaving the School, They hendlod peper and
: : elriintetrrtive detnils.

.10, How many reserve officers vwre trained as YOMUSEI during tho
Wear?

A, I don't krow, but I thirk about 250.

Q.11. You beceme communications officer of the YOZOSUKA Navel
District in May of this yesr. What ware your duties?

A, lgintenence and construction of communicstions equipmont. We wor>
80 busy devotinz our time to preparirg our communications for the -
fonse of the Home Islends, I had no time for anvthing else.
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Interrogation of Comar,

R.12. Did vou do any intelligerce work ot 211 ot the District?

#. DNo, and in my opinion the ¥avy never nlaced enoush emphesis or
intellizence throughout the War,
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