i
L;l-
5

"HLAbQ *RTERS
U S, STRATEGIC BCLLING SURVEY: .:
ks ._nPO 234 C/C PN Dn.Fran01sco .

INTERROGATION NCi<523 **% * 7 """ " pites 1inccembor 1945
‘ A e . Bl cesr Tokyo
Division of Origin: Military hAnalysis - . . . 84 -
Subject: Jﬁpﬁncsd dihsinfphinazapd'Kpfdd.l'

Pcrsonnel‘Intcrrdgatodfaﬁa‘Bickgréuhd;fGénqrﬁl_ABE'Nobuyuki.‘

Governor Gencral of KOREA. Former. PREMIER,: Groducte of kilitary scademy

o -1807' Studisd in Ge rmuny.' ComnﬂndorﬁFORLOSn Ge rrlson 1932, ° Mcnmber SUPRELE

MILITARY COUNCIL 1933" to Ifarch 1936— Resigned following Tokyo Army Rcvolt of
“62berubry 1936 and r“tlrud during. 1036 bugust: 39+June- 1940, PRELIER, and
for o fou wecks concurrcntly HINISTWR OF FCEEIGN’AFFnIRS cApril=Dcecember 1940
SpCCl 1 Ambassador’ to NANKING, 1942, Pr051dent of Nstlonpl Seryvice Council,

loy 1942, ﬁpprlntcd to Houog of Peers byIEleROR 1043-44, Presicdent, Imperial

Rhlu h581stancc Pollticﬂl Soclcty.h Slnce 23 July 1944, Govcrnor-Gunorﬂl of
KOREA , R 3 _

“Whurc INTERRCGATED At the home of Genorﬂl.ﬂBE TN G LTS e N
‘Ihtcrrog*tof ' l“h.] Gon OrVJ.l A nm:asem _USA . %
rInterpretor: Lt Omdr Waltcr NICHCOLS, USNR TepU S

_ S'-UI"’”‘I-:*I*RY-;:'-::“... .

I.?. :

General ABE dlSCUSoCS his p;rt“in tﬁc Korcon and Chinese operations: of thc
 Jdpancse Army. il S | o i oo . B,




S

May I explain briefly to the General that our gquestions treat with the
employment of air as we employed it in this war, beginning with the
Japanese employment of zir, then we follow up later with our employment
of airs . that we are’ trying to get a militery evaluation of the air wea-
pon in war and that, in approaching this, we feel that the General isn't
golng to give us a terrific amount becsuse it was during the early phases
when e was in the wer in CHINA,in which we are interested., We also have
a degree of interest in the CHINZSE THAAT R and the objectives there in
the matter, prior to our entrance into the war and afterward, in order

to determine the amount of diversion of effort you were having to give to
CHINA after we became engaged (in the war),

INTERROGATICN

I regret that I retired in 1936 and since that time have not had much to
do with military affairs, I want to explain my retirement as being the J-°
direct result of the revolt of the young Army officers in TCKYO, if

you will recall,; in February 1936, I resigned, feeling thet I wes per-
sonally responsible for the irresponsibility of the younger officers
in the Army; that was the c.use of my resignation, Since. that time

I haven't been in touch with military afiairs, However, I will be

glad to answer any questions which I am able %o answer; so please. .

go ahead and ask them,

I would like to ask the General this guestion: Vhat do you consider
to be the major underlying causes of that revolt in 1936 by the young-
er echelon of officers? ‘/hat were the basic underlying causes of that,
almost, insurrcction? | ' : '

The revolt in February of 1936 came as & complete surprise to me,

Up to that time neither I nor anyone else in high military authority
had been aware of this great dissatisfaction among the younger officers.
However, it developed that the causec of the revolt was the younger

of ficcrs' dissatisfaction with the loosc policy of the Government and
the lack of thoroughness, as they believed, of the military officers

of old standing, They wanted a much firmer Japanese military policy,
and they believed the only way to accomplish a change was to demonstrate,
as they did, by killing scnior statcsmen and -1gh ranking army off-
1ciecls who were then in powcr. I mysclf cscaped assassination but I
believed, as I said before, that it .-as my responsibility because,
despite the feclings of the younger ofiicers, they had no right

to commit such acts so contrary to Jepancse military discipline. I

felt that it was due to lack of thorough training in the militcry
indoctrination of the younger officars that this had come about:
taerefore I mysclf vol mtarily resigned, fceling it was my respon-
51bility that such a thing could have happened in Army circles,

Was it a policy that trcated purely with internal organization or
7as 1t a policy that pointed toward straight objectives, to a war
program, an objcctive progrem from a straicht concept?

The revolt ras czused more or less by internal policies and not nec-
cssarlly by foreign policics. At the time, both the Government gnd
the militerwv authorities in power were in favor of reducing the sizc
of the Army and cutting down on military expcnditurcs for various rca-
sons, the chicf onc being cconomic, As a matter of fact, seven or
cight years prior to that, there had been a substantial cut in the
Jepan:se armed forces. At the tiie there hed been no objection.
tlowever, as the ycers went by, lcading up to 1936, the MANCHURIAN
INCIDENT had occurrcd, and ycunger officcrs in the Japenese Army

felt that it was going to develop into an important turn in Japan-

¢sc foreigh affairs and did not bclicve th t Japan was fully prec-
parcd to carry on the military responsibilitics which it was taking
upon itself, Thercfore a great dissatisfaction arose among the -
younger officsrs with the policies of the scnior statcsmen and of the
milltary authoritiecs;secing that nothing wes being done to previde
for a larger scalec military operation which they believed was im-
pending, the younger officers--and I stress the youth: first lieu-
tenants chicfly--took it unon themselves to make nocvmn to the whole
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nation the state of ’fairs and the statc of unprepargmss by demonstrat-
ion in this fashion, I believe it was chiefly a lack of appreciation oif
the stete of preparcdness of the nation which caused this; however the MA*
CHURIAN INCIDENT had a direct bearing on 1t because .that was the immediate
cause of the dissstisfaction, ' . 4 Yo | R
Docs the Gencral have a fairly sound appreciation of Japanese national
objcctive, i.,e,, your purposes at the time of the MANCHURIAN INCIDENT:
llhat was the objective that you expected to achicve when that incident was
initiated, was created:

In my opinion, it is a matter of great regret that the MANCHURIAN INCIDENT
isn't given more consideration by historians as the primary cause of the
prcsent great war, In my opilnion it was the sole causc of the war: the
present great war of the GREATER EAST ASIA ver, and the war with the UNI-
TED STATES and BRITAIN, was a dircct result of the 'CHINESE INCIDENT which
in turn was a dircet rédsult of the MANCHURIAN INCIDENT. . In my opinion

the MANCHURIAN trouble started back beforc the RUSSC-JAFANESE war,

The main points of difference between RUSSIA and JAPAN_were:..(l)
The bouhdary between MANCHURIA. and KOREA; (2) more important, whether
therc should be a boundary at all and whether one country should control.
both MANCHURIA and KCREA; or whether both should control them, The RUSSI*-
ANS cntered MAKNCHURIA and posed a threat to JAPAN, but even went further
than that and were threatening to advance into KOREA, The Japancse demanded
that the Russians move out of Manchuria, Negotiations were carried on
unsucccssfully in that respect; therefore Jopan madc a proposal that
. bounadary should be drawvn along thc ANUR RIVER and that thc Russians
should control oric side of that boundary and thc Japanesc thc other, the
southern side, Korea, with a boundary of '"no-man's lang" in betueesn,
Howcver, in my opinion, thc Russians never reccived this proposal because
they continued hostile actions which scomed to indicate a coming invasion
of KCREA, For that rcason, Japan went to ar with Russia and, as you arc
awarc, won thc war and, duc to tho help of the Unitcd States at the PCRTS-
CUTH TREATY, managed to control FANCHURIA. |

The pig bone of contcntion was the DANCHURIALN RAILWAY which RUSSIA
had built and which Russia claimed h-d béen stolcn from her by thc Japancsc
quitc asidc from thc qucstion of tcrritory., Although Japan, with thc help
of Prcsident (Phcodorc) Rooscvelt at thg_ﬁCRTSMOUTH.TREATY tlon victory in
the RUSSO-JAPPANEGE WAR,it rcsulted in th. long run 1n a failurc for Japan
bccausc Japan's primary objcective had been to sccurc independence from the
Russians and from the CHINESE for thc Koreans; anoticr objcective had been
to sccurc independence for MANCHURIA, JAPAN'S main intercst in thcsc affairs
was Japan's cxtreme ncod for food and rawr moterials from the Continent, |
Onc would think that Japan would ‘look to China for manufactured goods and
rayv; materials and food beccausc China is so larsc and so densely populatcd.
Unfortunatel- China was in no position to trade with Japan becausc it was
not on an industrial basis anc was in a state of confusion politically;
therefore Japan intended to develop Manchurla as a large industrial natilon
and buy from Manchuria the goods 1t ncceded and also food 1t needed, . . .

I belicve that immediately:after the RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR the fecling
hetiwcen the Chinese and the Japancsc was onc of fricndship, The Chincsc,
I believe, at that timc knew that Japan had donc a good thing,.and I my-
sclf fccl no cmbarrassment in stating this opinion to éven Chincse. 1
belicve that there ar still pcoplec in China alivce today who, have thc samc
opirion rcgarding the_dcvelopmonts of that time. However, &as timc went on,
yvoungcer Chinesc who had not had anything to do with the RUSSQ-JAPANES%‘WAR
and political devclopments at that timc, bcgan to grow up, and since hina
in days of old had been the greatcst nation, militarily and politically
and philosophically, and in cvery other respect, in the Oricnt, thcse
pcople fclt as they grcw up and rcad Chinese History and looked back at
China's glorious past, that Japan was a uburpcr, and as they had always
Jooked dowmn on Japan in the past they felt very kcenly Japan's cncroachment
on the Continent' and were determined to rcstorc China to its former _lory,

Shortly after the Bi88C-JAPANESE war there was a civil war in China
of largc proportions in which thesc younger pcoplc particiaptcd, Their
doctrinc spread all through China, and the fecling between Uhina and.Japan
gradually grew worsc and WOrsc, partieularly in lianchuria wheze younger
clecments grew up whic': allicd themselves with the Chincse Insurgents,
As g result of disturbanccs in lianchuria, Japan had to qucll rebellions
and uprisingg insids thc borders of lianchuria, and gradually this fecling
between the Chinesc and Japancsc in this arca was lost, The principles for
which the Japancsc had fought thc RUSSO-JAPANESL WAR went by the board,
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To go back a little: OCne could not say with a clear consclence that
Japan was fighting thc RUSSC-JAPANESE VAR for.the sake of the Chincse because
Japan was naturally fighting for hcr own national cxistence and was trying
to thwart the Russian threat to her sccurity, Howevever, the results of the
Russo-Japancsec War were certainly beneficial to the Chinesec who were them=-
sclves threcatcned by thc “ussians, and at that time I belicve the Chinesc
werc morc or less greatful to Japan for having settled the Manchurian '
problcmn, Howcver, as I said beforc, thc younger clements growing up forgot
their for.cr apprcciation of Jepan's having helped them in such'a:wey and
looked only upon Japan's occupation of llanchuria as an cncroachmcnt upon
Chincsc Territory; thercfore difficultics were bound to spring up.

‘Th¢' Chincsc themscelves werc frequently torn with civil.s?rife and had
no real ccntral govdrnmdnt,fand.tha-nationjitsolf.waanqmeQSGd mostly of e
worring bands and tribcs, Evontually tho_Japanggo_wcré_fﬁCéd with a problem
of fighting so?braI*CncmiCS-causing.disturb&nccéjﬁithinlMandhpria; “Originally
cverything wient very welly i - By R ARG LEE B AN

The Japanesc’ hover 'looked -updn their .advance into ‘lMdnchuria as .
agrandizement of Japancss territory; we regarded it mercly as a stabilizing =
of onc portion of China in order to sccurc it and devclop it ccomomically==
of coursc ,far the usc ‘of Jopens; howcver; with a sincere desirc to decvelop 1t
as a natibnffor'thd&Mdnchurian’é*themsaiﬁos;: Althoﬂghfothéﬁﬁﬁdticns looked .
upon it as rcally a puppet state, the Japancsc themsclves regarded it as o o
truly lMenchuriah Stcte, and our role in Menchurien was merely that of 2
policing and supporting the. Government end furnishing 1t with o noEcessery
forve, il P A L AN S i s bl o

The ChihOSC_tthSOIVb8;'hOﬁCVOrﬁ!1ik6'm08t of the other nations in the
world, rcgorded Japan as on agressor nation and: frequent disturbanccs broke
out along the Northwest lanchurian bordgr with Chincsc troops in Northcrn -
China, Incidents werc very frequent ;long,thapﬁorthWOSt_bordcn; and’ thc
Japanosc'worc'congtanﬁly;fofced*tquuellﬁrabellibna.and to throw out large
forces of cquipped ‘soldicrs -who verc disturbing tho?peace_qf'manéhuria." -
The friction along that border bcecame 50 .greet. that cventually it turncd
into an organizcd warfarc, as you know; in 1837 with the outbreak of the
rcal China Incident, thc original causcs of which dato way back to the
outbrecak of the Russo-Jappancsc wars The prineipel causc was, in my oplnion
the w;y,in'which tho Chincsc began.to regord the. Japancse as agressors
whercas formerly they had looked upon us somcwhet differently, It was
vhich was the griat causc of misunderstanding. d s 2 S

Q. Thot was, up to 19372

A, Yes, Therc was continuous strifc all along the border therc uantil finelly
it grew into the proportions of ‘2 major war, - RE LT . T
~ Japan ncver  looked upen Manchuriz as a Japanese-dominated state;’ it
merely - Jooked upon it as an independent state supported by the force of
Japancsc arms. Al L . '

Q. Wouldfyou.treat'vcry generally with tho progressive Ocuupation‘of'Chinese
Tervitory coming out of the so-called: Chinesc Incident of 1937--this
‘Expansion,militarily into China proper? ol e B RS

e Tho.-original diSturb&nce'ﬁhiCh led to the immediate outbreak of war bectwcen
China and -Japan wos & very small incident in the vicinity of PEIPING on
July 7,'1937.at thc MARCO PCLC Bridge. It was purcly.a local disturbance,
The “hincse troops had becn harrassing Japancse :troops in the vicinity,
and thc_JapanGSQ;tricd to maké'aﬁvagrcemcht with the Chinose)ﬂSd that they
aould withdraw beyond the river and ‘the Japonesc Uould'stay on thecir side
of the river, and’' by suchiﬁn-agreogont*tho-Japancse hoppd_that fricﬁion
could bec avoided, Cn July 11 the hincsc made an agreement whith the
Japancse and_yielaod_th these term8. - Howcver, thqy:rcfusod to carry. out
+he terms of the agreement; therefore the Japancse were left rith no- cholcc
but to fight .the Chincsc and push thcm back across the river. e
. lesnwhilc ncgotiations werc still going on with thc NANKING Government.,
o mottcr how many proposals the Japancsc made to the Nanking Government,
the Nenking Government turncd a deaf car, ond no ncgotiations could bc made

ot all to scttle this local disturbance, The Chincsc were rc inforcing theilr
troops, and thc Japancsey although they. did not have a large force originally
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in the area, whre forced to bring in more troops and this grew into a minor "
war along the river bank, Eventually the Japanese were forced to push the
Chinese even further back. I'eanwhile, although we attempeted to carry on
negotiations with the Nanking Government, we met with no success in our
proposals and had gotten in so far that in order to stop this disturbance
completely, we had to ro a little further, and ;radually sot sucked 1n more
and more into a large-scale offensivz, . Ty | -
Eventually we were attaczed in SHANGHAI because of the ill feeling
caused by the fighting around PEIPING, This forced the Japanese to land
troops in SHANGHAI, These were purely local disturbances which the Ja_.an-
cse could not settle by negotiations an: had to try to settle by force,
lhus these local skirmighes developed .into a series of major hostilities

all over the country.. The Ja:-anese Navel Forces in SHANGAHAL were attacked

by the Chincse, and the Japanese were férced to bring in hrmy troops.
Eventually. they occupicd the whole city an’ threw the Chincsc forces out,

Meanvhile the local Warfare up near PEIPII.G had been continuing, so thcre

was now heavy firhting on two fronts, .

Inmediately after ,the captare of SLANGHAL, the Japanese attempted to
negdtiate with the Nanking Government, The Narking Yovernment cntcred ine
to ncgotiations with the Japanese, and a serious attempt was made to bring
the trouble to an end.. However, in the meantime, the troops in the field
werc continuing their action, and the battles eventually spread outover
a largc territory and it becamec a major conflict, The Japancse did every-

thing they could to persuade the Chinése that it was necessary for the pcace

of ASIA for the Chinesc and the Japanese to settle this problem amicably
w7ith no further bloodshed, and'there wcre certain elemerts for the “hinese
in thé Nanking Government who bclicved that and made a sincere effort

to reach a solution., However, therd were other elements in the Nanking
Government which now brought up the lManchurian Incident as 'the main cause
of tl.c trouble and accuscd Japan of dominating Manchuria and isisted that
Japan give lManchuria its independente. The actual state of affairs was,
of course, that Manchuria was independent and that therefore a lot of this
talk wentover our hcads becausc, as for as thce Japanese Werc concerned,
lanchuria was independent and therc wasn't much we could do to improve
that, but thc Chincse werc insistant that the Jasancsc ~ive Manchuria its
indc endcnee, Therefore the nceotictions brokec dovm on the basis of a
conplete misunderstanding of ihe situation in Manchuria,

| Meanwhile the fighting had sprcad out over a large arca, and the
“hinecsc werc moking desperate appeals to ENGLAND, the UNITED STATES and
othcr nations for supplics and assistance, belicving that, if they did
obtain assistance in materials and supplics, they could hold out and con-
tinue the war, The Japanesc cventually did everthing possible to bring
this matter to a.close and had as a sign Sf weakness on the part of the
Japanese and, not believing hat the Japancs were sincere in thir efforts,
belicved that these negotiations were the result of Japan's fear that it was

.-not up to the task of conquering Cnina, “herefore beligving that, if they

could hold out a little longer, Japan would cventually lose because of its

inferiority, the “hinesc decided to continuc the strife as long as possible.

The incident devcloped into a series of large-scdle battles continuing

with .0 particular aim as far as the Japancsc vicre concerned, but defin-

itely a typc of warfarc which the Japanesc werc powerlcss to bring to a

closc, having gotten in so far, This general trend continued all through=

out the ycars until cventually in culminated in the GREATEREAST ASIA WAR,
lhat is my cxplanation of how the PANCHURILN INCIDENT led directly

up to the orcat war in ASIA, |

During your tour as Premier of Japan, in 1939 and 1940 while you werc in
that key position, what were your plans at that time if you made plans
to terminate the Chinesc Incident?’ What action did you take as Premiler
to close that Incident, to reach a solution? |
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At the time I became Premicr.in August.of:1939,.the war in China was still
raging, Japan‘hadreontinued,mo;maka;propgsals,mand I believed that Japan

was on thepoint of :meking somc sort of anotiatedrpeébéFthh'the Chinese
bccause a ccrtain group of men from Chungking--the’ Chinese Government
having'mbvéd-from.Nanking.t0wHankowftogChungking'by'ﬁhis;time+-hddlgdme

to Shapghail with %he intention of grranging‘ﬁlpé@COiwi%h_Japah and establish-
ing a ovcrnment in China, However, no -action was taken in scttling up

this government, for just at. that time the- wer in Europe broke out,

There' were verious: opinions in Japan about the war in EUROPE: There
were those Wwho thought: that Jasan should -tic in with,GERMRNIléﬁd.ITALY;"
and othHers who thought that Japan should stay out of the EUROPEAN W:R ™~
entirely. However I believc that the gcnenal-tendéndy*in,Jﬁpan at that tim

' ny and Italy which later

was an 3nclination. towards association with Germany _ ‘
for- fruit in the TI-PARTITE -PACT. I*myself,_howover,fwastCfinitCly |
opposed ‘to ‘that policy, and I jssucd a proclamation-stating that Japan vas
to stay out -of BUROPEAI iffairs, to take -no part in this war, which was's =
war of agrcssion, and I made it very cleqrﬁthat.Jdpahﬂsﬁmdingmi$3ion'ﬁds to
bring to a ¢losc .the CHINESL INGIDENT which was unfortunatc not only for
Jepan and?forfthcxﬂhincsc.but;unfortuqatﬁ_fqr;allvthwfpedplﬁs:Of'ﬂSIﬂqq,

" On thig. point I:camc ta:.loggerhcads githhthcgarmy'andfthe'ﬂqugt‘I""

'y L]
.

have- becn’ told Ofan*article,Uhich,appcaréd,in;ﬂmcricanfnéwapqpers'pcqqﬁtly
stating thHat I resigncd as Premicr and ry Cabinct £fc1l because . I could no
agréc-with' the military, the Army and. .bocause thc War Ministcr resigned .
causing the icellapsc -of the ‘Cabinet, But-that is .not true; actudlly I~ =
éould ‘not agree with.eithor. the Army or the Noevy, .and I roesigned in January
of 1940 aftér only'a fecuv months in @fficé-becappe_ofﬁé_ébmplgtcidiffbreﬂce
of opiﬁioﬁfbetweon=mysolf;andusupportcts,:ani thc Army and the Navy, =~ .
regarding what should be done in ASLi. -I_rasigncd,feelihg'thatiI;a¢c¢mp-
1i§h¢q“nothing;? B G hgp Siate Ty Sl B et frab e 43 43 i

But: you did ndt actually rcsign unﬁillJuhu.df l940?f;; o
ol BT L S AT me ¥ 5 b , . | P biini i T e

: Sy 0 b . (W s . ; i -L " .. ‘ _'.I ;\_ﬁl":'.“"-- " ‘ i | .
I lactod: only four months; August, 30 I. became PREMILA and rcsigned in "

What tere the major diffcriences, thc,mgjqr_E;étorﬁ},thﬁtziﬁtorposad'bda
twcen your vicws on.the scttling of the Yhina Incident and th¢ army vicws?
Why did’ thc’ Army opposc you=--what werce thglgrmy's Qquctions ta your plan
for -closing thc China Incident? ' ' &

ThHe cause of mu resignation was . not .so. much cbﬁncptcd‘with”thg hrry and
Navy on any spccific point -im my policy; -it was mer-ly the general attitude
of thc Army and Navy towards me,. I myself had littlc. support .in the Parli-
amont and had trouvle enough getting the support. of parliament for my oun
idéas; and the Army and ‘Navy were opposcd to almost cverything I .said. I
resigned -becauso I merely-folb I ‘wagaececomplishin? no purpose whatsocver
since, if I“advosatcd.certain policics I couldn t carry.them out because 6f
lack of support.  Therc:fore-it: would be h;fd;tq;scléctJQnstpaqifiC,pOint
on which my csbinet fell, It wasgmﬁrel,:thqt‘Iﬁdidinot“hayc“the'suppoft |
of “the Ariy and Navy or have strong suppert .in tho Parliament.. '

Was’itsuppori.to5you'as.a~person,-asjqn'individual,"or'was‘itfopposition

to policics? Wasfitfporsonallties;and,not;pp}igi@S?i

It was an opposition both to mysclf personallyiénd to my poliq;os;fbut_tﬁo
moin point of differencc in regard to my policics Was my cconomic policyw
The Army and thc Navy werc. making large demands, for financial support,
cconomic support, to the vior - program and .1 was not in' accord with their
vicws, I had my own cconomic thecories, -4 was mysclf personally at odds
with Parliament, The Armh and Navy stirred up Parliament ageinst me, |
making & very difficult position formc, The thing roally camc to a head
on the cconomic issuc, If yoa will lock at the papers of that time, you
will sec that thcy carried lorge storics about the ercat arguments going
on in the Parliament, going on bctween, more ~ornléssy vthe whold Porliament
and Prime Minister Abc. If you look at it with hindsight, you will find
that now my views were the ideal ones for that time, but at the time
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nobody agreed with mc, and thereforec rather than attempt to continuc against
such opposition and becing unwilling to yield on my own idecels, I thought

1t was best for me to rcsign., I mwmself madc the comment then that there

was a sort of miniaturc China Incident inside the Cabinet, where each sidce
lined up with verbal guns and pistols, weapons, and cverything, but couldn't

reach any arrangement at all, I rcesigned fecling that I couldngt give wWay
to th.ir policics and couldn't carry my own through,

I g~ther that therc was a demand for mor: cconomical support to the military
war machine, building up the machine?

1t is cxawtly as you said: Tho Army and Navy wverc dunandlng nore, funds for
the greater cxpenditurcs they werchaving to mcct vecausc of the China
Incident, Naturally they had to get permission for the allotmcnt of funds
from Porllicnent, ohd werc Lrying o got their enlarged cexpenditurc program
through against mh epposition, Thc irnmy and Navy actually vicrc anxious to
gct this apprapriation without causing the collapsc of the Cabinct bccuuso
they knew if the Cabinet fcll it would requirc the formation of another
Cabinet bcfore they could get their appropriztion granted, However, it
camc to the point wherc cither the Armyr and Navy would have to withdraw
their -demands or Premier Abe would have to yicld on his vicws, Thcrefore,

rather than yield to.a policy which I mysclf did not believe s - A r081gnod |
and let YCONAI earny on,

were -elther the Army or the Navy at this timc opposud to the policy of clos-
ing thc Chinese Indicent short of coumpletc military victory or wers they

in gcneral harmony with the matier of terminationg thc Chinese Indicent?
Were either Army or Navy teking an active stand against thc Primier at

thal Time in his efforts to settle that inecident?

The Army and Navy from the very beginning had been anzious to brlng thc
Uhing Incidcent To e close, and 1 DLllOVu that was tho causc up to ‘the very
c¢rid, 1 had the support.and cmissarics making ncgotations with CHUNG-
KING had thc support of ‘the Army.and Nevy in gttempting to reach a scttle-
ment, Houcver, thc cconomic question erosc merely beccause the military
bclicved a sclution was impossible and that military expceditures were
g01ng to increcse,

In what way did American prcssurc affect? Wherc was it g factor in the
desirc of the Japancsc to affcct a tcocrmination of thg Chiinese Incident? Did -
American pressurec constitutc a Baﬂtor in any way? If so to what degree?

I bclicve the chief roesult of American prcssur was the continuation of

thc Chinesc -Incident, as far as Japan itsclf was concerned, I fecl that

none of the peoplc, or the peoplu in rcsponrsible p051tlons in thc¢ Government
desired to go to war with th:s United States, At that time, I myself did

not think that this would dcvclop ipto o war with the United States, I
believed that right up to the very end, until thec pressurce. became so extremc
that Japan had no way of backing out, the pcoplec of Japan had no desirc to
fight o war zgainst the United States, On the other hand to my statement
that Amecrican pressurc scrved to continuc the Ehincse_ Incdadent,..American
support to the Chungking Govcrnment, bot in rcgard to. sympathy and supply-
ing of matcrials, gavc the Chincsc ecncourcgement and thworted any Japancsce
attempt to rcach a scttlement with them bicausc they felt that if the
United Stoates and other countries werc.supporting them in thelr cause they
could continuc thc war prstty safely from Chungking and that evcentually
they could win out, This bolstcrecd up Chinese moralc and ebility to carry
on thc war to such an cxtecnt that, no mattcr what proposals Japan made,

the Chinesc werc unwilling to listcen to them,

How did the Chinese Icident affect or influcnce rclations between Japan
and Russia, particularly thce Manchurian Cecupation? How did it affect
*ussia reclationships with Japan?

At the very beginning of the Chincsc Incident, onc of Japan's main purposcs
had becn to guard against the Communist elemcnt in China, Onc of our grecat
talking points in thc ncpotlatlons with thc Chincse Government was cooper-
ation of the Japancse and Ghincsc Governments against thc Chinesec Communist
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partics, e reachei no succcss in thosc ncgotiactions T1th thc ChlnuSC
Government; howcver when ve cstablishcd thd Nanking Government onc of the
most important points of our grpement with thc Nanking Govcrnment was a
common defcnse afcinst the Tussian influence:through the Chinesc Communist
Porty, I know that thc Russians were very much opposcd to tho JapanLSu
attcnpts to control Russian activitics in-China; thercfore there was o |
~rcat differcnec botwecen Japan and Russia onsthat point, although it ncver
comc to a hecad, Howecver, throughout this whole incident and throughout
this wor, the Japancse fclt that this question of the Chines. Communists |
might very well bring thc Russians into the Japancse war--that the Russians».
nigit take an activc part in the war becaus: of Jﬂpap's attenpt to-control

political affeirs in (U ina by opp051ng thel Chlnc,su Communlsts_who were
Sponsorwd'by Hussia,- 3 o - el -_ 8 Ephihih 1 E> *

Iig 1ike to Just touch ‘'on thc -political and military 81on1P1c“ncw 6f the §
lahchurian Incident oh 'the AIUR RIVER inthe ‘fiadll of 1939 arid thu ruaans:

behind the sclution:that Jepnn made” to; tormln tu thﬂﬁ 1n01dont What vicre
your ODJuthVuS? HIE L TR " s n
Thc 1nc1dunt breke ‘out buforc I bscame Premicr, but wes settled while I

was in office, The Japanesc feellng on the matter was that this was purcly

.o 1ocal incident whieh arosc ‘becauss: of ‘the extreme proximity of the large
 forees of the Russian and Japanese armicés along the border, The' Jopancsc

lookcd on it as a local inéident and wished to do everything in their

power to prevent it from growing into a major conflict, It turned cut 1n
thc negotiations that the Russians sccmed to have the same attitude and
wishoed tc lOCLlize the ‘cornflict; therctforc thur‘ wusn‘t too much dl?flculty
in qrrmnplng 5 poacoful suttlumunt

Thet's whﬁt I wanted to nut whother or not thore was an objcctive on tho
part of Jupgn to, 1t nccgssary, viecld a bit to provent o military clash
with Russia at the timc, what your objective was, whether 1t was or was not -
to do:what you could to provgnt al colllszwn with Ru351un nllLtury forces

on‘thu Northern fla nk | ' TR P

B

The Jopancee vieucd thu incident from on overall point of view and werc
doterrined to do everything in their power to scttle -1t cg'a loeal iIncident
rathcr that let it grow into a conflict bLetween Russia and Japan, There-
{forc inrour ncgotiations ot 1 CSCCW through our ambassador, we werce willing
to yicld to a certain cxtent if o solution cculd be urrungud Tt turnhcd

out that thec Russians werc alsc r1111ng to scttle it locally, and thercfore

wherd we had morc or lcss un'ﬁSLlelshod-bordur previously, ot tne conclusion
oi thc scttlement had gained o 1little 1n territory and Russia had

ained a little so that there wes no longer. the same boundary but an agrec-.
ment had been reached as to where tho border should be, both sidcs ‘gaining

- and losing a 1little, Dapan's attitude had becn that she wes willing to

vlcld & tattle -bit -1 4 SCttIOWLnt could :be ruMchud

i tﬂﬁb'lt from that that thb pollcy of Japﬂn at thht timc was to av01d uar,
adolid o major cnlllslﬁn wlth Ru881a.-

Ies, that 1s (X“Ctly rlfh*

e

I'Q llku to touch for Jusu 0 : brluf pcrloé on KCRE: and thu Yine .that tha
General ‘bceenc the Governor=fencral--just a jgencral stotcuent as to the.
statc of Korea at the-time  ‘uring which you 'served as. Governor, When you
took over in July 1944 as Governor=Gencral of KCREA, what conditlon did you
find Koreca in, its general stote, particularly in ‘respect to tho rcsopen-
sibilitics and general attitude of the peoplc to the government that

becing maintained by Japan, Then I'd like to gct your vicws on tho future
of Korca as you saw it both in an economic and a polltlcﬁl nanner -=how you
vicwed thc future of Korca, cconomically and politically in 1ts rclation-
ship to Japan?
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This is an extremely difficult problem and one over which 1 havc becn very

INTERROGATIC: KO. ‘

‘concerned,. -Sice . you have askea the . question I will answer it, but I would

like to point out that; I am coing to glv you my own pursanal Views.,

To undcrstand the. situa thP in KCRCA onc would have to study Korcan
history and know all about it, LonorL11y speaking, however, Japan has had
close political relation with Korea for from four to five houndred years,
and Japanese commercial and political influcnce in Korca havc becn strong
for at least that many years, In.the 35 ycars of Japancse occupation Korca
has becen improved considcrably, The Japancse have used Korcan' labor; however
we have poured into.Korca our own rcsourccs and eur own technicians mnd have
improved the lot of the. Korecan fearmer, have developed Korean mining, have
duvoloped Korean oducatlon, Whercas beforc the Japancsc occupation the
had no money at 211, he now4reprosents a fﬂlrly solid cconomic. group.
Previously there hnd been: very little mininc; now mining. is done an a largc

gtale in Korca, Prior to Japancse occupation there had been virtually no
schools of anykind by last year the Japanesc had finally built cncugh schools
--middle schools and grade schools-=to assurc. ~. fair proportion of the Korcan
pcoplc a general cducation, However you still have in Korca a vast number

of pecple who con ncither read nor wrlto . | |

To. go bock a 1little, the only Korcans who ut preacnt knhw whet, Koren

was likc before the Japanese occupation arc thosc over 50 or: 60, You hove
e large group of younger men, say from 30 to 40, who know Korca as it .

is. today, who look at Korea as a.country which has always be n in its

present condition, and who arc not at all apprceciative of Japan's develop-

ment of their country, Therefore they arc naturally under tig lmprcsulon

that Japan mercly cmpturud the country in its prescnt conditioncand thoy

give no. credit- 1o the Japanesc cffort to deveclop the country.

Kﬁrcﬂ has always bcen o country dominated by forcign influenccs,

Whercas now you hove. the yeers counted by, soy, MELJI and SHOWA=-which is

the system the Jupunuso usc for counting, giyving the years as, the such-and
such year of a rcign of., the EPERCR, pricr tc tho Jupﬂnusc occuthlcn thc
Koreans used a sinilar Chincsc calendar, using thé Chincsc Emperors,
Throughout Korcan ﬂlStﬁrV'jOl get. a2 strong forulgn influcnce with litcerally
no Korcan independence of political rr cccnomic thought, 4As a rusult of
this, . I believe  that. Korecan. pelitical thinking at the. present tine 18
gmnorhlly spcaking onc vhich is definitely dependent upon any strong infl-
uence. frem cbroad,  Therc ar ¢ in Korcn thosc who havc becn cducated by thc
Japancse and iho ﬂpproc1“ hat Jap&n had dene from o tccnnologlcﬂl point,
of view,-for instanee,:anc: porhaps ten percent of the people, therefore
belicve and pcssibly still do believe that Korca should string aleng with
Jopan and cooper~te in the development of ASIA, . On the ‘other hend, you
got ten perccnt, perhaps, of the peoplc bu“lcv*ng that Korca should break
tway from Japan cntircly and beccome independent,

Lictually the situation in Korea as it cxisted darlnﬂ my Governor -
Gcneralship was that, on tihe upper levels you had very little disagreemcnt
between Japanese and Korcans; however you had minor unplcasant incidents
ocecuring all the time., There werc naturnrlly small officials in thc Japancse
Gowernment therc who took advantage of %the situotion and tock advantage
of the Koreans; so you had graft down in the lower level, You also had
uncAueated Koreans who werce very bitter acbout such o netivitics on the part
of thc lower Japancsc officials and so "¢ constantly had strifc on o very
lowr levcl betwcen Korcans and Jaounesu, nestly localized cgruments with the
policec or thc military autnoritics,

jowever, sincc, as I explcin before, the youngur eroup of Korcans
fclt very strengly that Jepan had taken over Korce s it i1s now and,
not rcalizing the groducel development of Korea, fclt very strong ﬁbout
such conflicts with thc Japonese authority, Thils feeling spread from them

‘to .larger groups so that, at the time I was Governor-General, therc vas o

con_siderable degree of unrcst and a ver, strong fecling amoung the Korcans
gerzerally that the Jophnoso wcre teoking advantage of them and that it wes
on opprasslve Govcrnment, I bclicve that, largely spcaking, Korca was
yidling <o ge on the W1nh1ng side, whichevor side it was; that there were
th ose who just sat and theught, if Japan WIHS, thats flne, we'll stay with
Japan, and if somebody clse wins, wc'll tic in with them,

I became Governor-General of XKorca at a very difficult time bccausc
it was August of 1944, at a time vhen it was becoming obvious even to the
Korzans that the Japanese vierc losing the war, Therefore therc was naturally
a strong fceling of anxictly among thc Korcans as to what was to bcecome of them,
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Moenwhllo the 51tuatlon in Jupan had detorloratcd to such an extcnt
that Japan had to moke grbﬁtﬁr demands upon the Korcans for rict and laborers
and it woas ny duty'to provide Japan. wlth larger shlpmunts of ricc from Koreca

and with mere laborers, Unfortanutuly, for threc years prior to 1944 the

Korcans had expcrienccd very unfavorable oathor and. the crops for those
thruo years had been cxtromely poor so that 8t tho tlmo when Japan made
dumands for larger shlpmonts of Tlce, thuy'wcro very much troublcd to fleed
themsclves, lct alone fecd anan. An gttempt wes made to offset this =
shortage by shipping: 1nto’Korua beans and thqt fron.Manchurla, but still
there was a great food: short age in Koroa 1tself, mnd the pboplc felt very
kecnly that Japen was dOprlv ng them of their food. supplles. In the question
of laborcrs, thc gaphnoso dld not noccssarily'roqulro skilled labor, ahd
some' very low-class pecople’ wero t“kcn in large quantitics ona shipped to
Jopan, Howecver thesc cbplo Jcro cxtrﬂorulnarlly ﬂlfflcult to deal with
beceausc thcy co1ld nultnor read’ no writc--they couldn't ro“d no”spupcrs,
didn't knotr what was g¢ing on; they had no concept of i/hat the wa tias about

ond cven had no conccpt of What war actually is so’'that we were unable to
cxplain to them the rcascns for their transshlpmcnt to Japan,’ thn you.

tricd to explain what war was abbut, they thought it was’ somcthlng -1ike n
strecct fight, on 2 51m11ar seale, and couldn't understand vhy they were
b01ng dreapged into b, T myself knowlng what the situation in Koreca via
and being vcry'symputhctlc hySulf toward the: Korcans, found riyself in thb
very dlfflCUlt p051t10n of forcing uppn them the démands of the Japan.sc
"Govcrnmcnt -1 myself JrOtu varicus:. édltorlnls und &rthle in ncwspapers
trying to cxplain to the Kore ns what the policy of‘J pan was and that Japan
wasn't really trjlng to. tako advaﬂtﬁrc of the Kordéans, I cven scnt ruprcsont—
atives out td-give, lccturcs at ﬁlfforcnt gathurlmgs to explain Japon's
podity, & bLliOVu if you could scarch through the records of Korcan ncws-
papcrs of that tine you wotrlld £ nd a ¢lear ruprosbntutlon of ‘ny policics.,

Howuvcr, I'net with ruprovul from the J%punbsb Governnent beedusc therc
were large clemehts in Jqpun which said, "hy worry. bout the. Korouns._ |

Ifter ell vwelvre in't woar; ond, if the're not willing to coopbratc with Japan,
don't worry about thcn, Just nake then ocpcrﬂtb." 'I mysclf vicwed this
whalu'Wﬁr frcrthd point of " vicw of tho benefit to all the PCOplLu involved;
wherceas 1 nyself fclt that thls VT falry shoull not ﬁnly bOnuﬁlt Japan.but 2lso
"the Koruqns and othor pcoplos flghtlng on JQp“HSS side, I was ‘foreed. to de-
prive . the Korcans of any . hnpo of any benefit, hlch put*me It an oxceodlngly
difficult position perscnally, However, b01ng o répredentative of the
Japancsce in the Korcan vaornmcnt I naturully hmd te 1nutrumunt thu pnllcy
“of my government,

. The situation in Koruu deteriorated to such hn uxtcnt that the Korcans
began to'have a very strong antlpathy tc&ar& the J;panuso because of thu_
dbmands for more rice and’nore ldborers, However I mysolf would 1likc to
soy “that I Fecl very deeply hrt by sto ‘tenont mq&o, for instance, by Genegral
Mo cnrthur rcgarding the treatment of the Korcans by the TﬂanbSL in which
Iucﬁrthur has ¢ uscrlbuu the condition of the Korcans 4s nﬁthlng 45 1+ S
“then slavory, 1 Bysclf fbul that, although there were nature 11y exa PplCS
of Japancso conduct and Japancsc activity in Korea which could be lbok6d
on as cxploitation’ by the Japanusc with rio bbnofit to thc Korea ns, I helieve
thwt if you sec the picturc 4s a whold it is undurmablo thut Jopan hag donc
ﬂ'ﬂru:t de“l tﬂwurfs thi 1ovulﬂonont of Koruu.” As an K“wplb Yo could
take the hydro-clcetric powor Ac vulﬁpmbnt ap in thc Northern scetion of
Korca vhore dJapan built mony larg . demg--for inst~ncc the Sbcﬁnd lor-cst
dapin the Jo ,nese‘Enplru yas in thu Northern part of Korcas The Jopancse
have dovolopuﬂ Lorca from o tbChﬁOlﬁﬁlCﬂl p01nt of wview and 1n nlother ‘way
as I he mcnt¢onud before, In thc same way Japan dqulOpuu N&nchurlu.
| In thr 35 ye cars Jupan had *Kdrca, I believe we could not have donc more
for the ‘pecople; ‘the mujﬂpplylng (e munchurlu.fjﬁhY? You take o country
likc ljanchuria wnlch had bsOlut ly nothing, not cven a form of CGovernment
before the Jopancsc tocl ovbr And in these fow joors it has bOCONu 9 Very
prcductive and. indcpendent nation, Thc'eame-appligs in-a lesseériextent
to KorcL, byt ‘I belicve thot this is duc larrely to the probluns of cduention
in Korca, Thercforc I fuul MySblf thet, no mattor what “is sgid on thc
subjcct, Japan did evch*iln# in its Dowor 60 hulp the Korumns,_anu~plthuugh
Lt is unfortunuto thﬂt tkurd thp und there weos a;str “g ﬂntlpnthy bcecausc
of- Jhpgn s DOllCluS in' the GmC”ganj, I mysclf onlof the opinion ‘thet it
was a vory fair polin towgrds the Knreans, ﬁnd T feelinothing but rCETut
ovcr” the “ttltUdO to Jopon's policy tolten by forcigners,
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Regarding the rresent sitvation in Korea, and probable future develop-
rents, I believe there 111l be Tvo CaVEES of a great deal of trouble: (1)
The Past history of Korea before Japanese occupation. 1f vou look through
Korean history you vill see that you had the vast msjority of the people
uneducated vith & small grou. of ruling reople, the princes of blood, ¥ho
contrclled fin:tnces--zlmest the entire  incnces and capital--of the ecountry.
Inside the ruling class there vere also factions and in this sort of feudal
state in vhich you had a ccmplete supression of the farmers, YVou had verious
political factions anong the monied classes vhich vere riveling each othsr I
for rover over the people. The people tlierselves never had anything to
do vith the Governmen beccuse the Governrent ves . lveys taxing them very
hesvily and alvays confiscating thelr money. i henever farmers begen to
cuther perscnal fortrnes these vere irmediately taken avay from them,

So you had a system of feudal government in vhich the people themselves

had nothing to say about the w&y in vhich they vere ruled and iiad no-

no pover to or noney vith vhich to combat the factions vhich vere ruling them,
On the other hand you had vithin the ruling groups a continuous inter-
factional werfare so that there v&as a very unstsble form of government
persisting throuvghout recent korean history,

I believe thst nov it is extremely important for the kore&ns to set
ur immediately a truvly representative form 5>f Government of @1l the people,
othervise they vill revert to the type of Government they hzd before,
pertienlarly because of the roney and educationsl problems involved. (2)
Anothar factor is the Russilan domination of Northern horee ebove Lat 3¢,
The people, as I unders'and 1t, vho are nov in pover in that area are the
COLLUNILTIC KOREAW.. This is going tc present & great rrobler if Korea 1is
to become & single, unified, inderandent netion, bzcususe you vill rave
not only the tendency of the nor-ens as & people to combat ezch other,
but vou will have the additionel influence of tne Cormunists in thie North,

Genarslly s making I boliave thet the Loreans ere still incarable of
ruling themselves and that through any form of independent Government set
up nov might profide o terporary solution to the problen, eventuvally all
the factors vhich I have n< tioned previously 1vill come 1o the fore and the
systern vill breck dovn sgein into the sume type of interfectional verfare
vithin the Korezn Gevernrment, For tret reason 1 believe it is extremely
importent for the United States to assist the Koreans in sctfting up ¢ scund
Governrent immediatsly, and not on.y to set up this Governement but also to
supervise it for the tire being; othervise, if it 1s alloved to go 1ts
ovn vay, it will just fell apart,

At the time you vere Premier, V&S there any special emphasils from the Army
and the Nevy to accellerste the development and the .expansion of their tvo
armed air forces, if necessary &t the expense of the ground? las there
specizl emphasis placed cn the development and expansion of their alr arms,
if you recall?

Since, by this time, the CHINA INCIDENT ves in full swing, the Jepanese had
set up & military gcvernment on 3 vartime basis. The Government, even the
Fremier, had no specific knov ledge of vhet the Army or Navy vanted 1its
appropriations for, Qrdinarily, in a peccetime Government the Arny and Nevy
vould have to sumit a reguest for funds to enlcerge, sy, the air force, to
enlerge this or thet, build more bzttleships, and sc on, specifying the
purpese, Hovever the minvte the Nation is deélared in o stete af wEr, on

. vartime footing, the militery suthoritles cre no longer required to cxplain
vhét they need their funds for, the rrinciple being that if such dobates
oceur in the Farlisment, foreign pover: will knov vwhat Japan is doing from

s military point of viev. Therefore I can't tell what those expenditures
vere to be used for; &l1 I knov is that the Army snd Yavy requests for large
eppropristions., The military had built a great vall of secrecy around them-
selves and none of us in the Government on the outside knev vhat veas taking

- lace inside the vall,
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