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RAMBLER

Nump 141 Tuorspay, July 23, 1751

Hilarisque, tamen cum pondere,vartus  STAT

Greatness with ease and gay seventy

Zo the RAMBLER

SIR,

OLITICIANS have long observed, that the
greatest events may be often tiaced back to
slender causes Petty competition or casual friend-
ship, the prudence of a slave, or the garrulity of a
woman, have hmdered or promoted the most im
portant schemes, and hastened or retarded the revo
lutions of empire
Whoever shall 1eview s life will generally find,
that the whole tenor of his conduct has been deter-
mmed by some accident of no apparent moment, or
by a combmation of mconsiderable circumstances,

sctng when Ins imagmation was unoccupied, and
Vor VI B hue
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Ins judgment unscttled, and that Ius principles and
actions have tahen then colour from some sceiet 1n-
fuston, mngled without design m the cunent of lis
idecas The desnes that predommate m owr heaits,
are msulled by mperceptible communications at the
timc when we look upon the vaous scenes of the
world, and the different cmployments of men, with
the necutrality of mespeience, and we come forth
fiom the nmsery or the school, imanably destined to
the pursuit of gicat acquisitions, o1 petly accomplish-
ments

Such was the impulse by which I have been kept
in motion fiom my caliecst yews I was boin to an
inheiitance which gave my childhood a clamn to dis-
tinction and caiesses, and was accustomed to hea
applauses, before they had much mfluence on my
thoughts ~ 'The fnst paise of winch I 1cmember
myself sensible was that of good humour, wlich,
whether I deseived 1t or not when 1t was bestowed, I
have smce made 1t my whole business to propagate
and mamtam

When I was sent to school, the gayety of my look,
and the Incliess of my loquaaty, soon gamed me
admussion to heaits not yet fortified agaimst affection
by atifice o mteiest I was entlustcd with every
stiatagem, and assoclated m evely spoit, my com-
pany gave alacnty to a fiohck, and gladness to a
holyday I was mdeed so much employ ed n adjust-
mg or esccuting schemes of diveision, that I had no
leisme for my tasks, but was fuimshed with ever-
cises, and mstiucted 1 my 1Css()ns, by some kind pa-
tion of the lugher classes "My masta, not suspect-
mg my deﬁ(nency, or unwiling to detect what his

5 kimdness
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Lindness would not pumsh nor hts impartiality excuse,
allowed me to escape with a shght exammation, langh
ed at the pertness of my 1gnorance, and the spright-
liness of my absudities, and could not forbear to
show that he regarded me with such tenderness, as
genus and learning can seldom excite

Irom school I was dismissed to the umversity, where
T soon drew upon me the notice of the younger stu
dents, and was the constant partner of therr moinmng
walhs, and evenmng compotations I was not n-
deed much celebrated for lhterature, but was looked
on with mdulgence as a man of parts, who wanted
nothing but the dulness of a scholar, and might be-
come emment whenever he should condescend to Ia
bour and attention MMy tutor a while repioached
me with neghgence, and repressed my sallies with
supercthious gravity, yet, having natwal good hy
mour Juthing m his heart, he could not long hold out
agamst the power of hilarity, but after a few months
began to ielax the muscles of disciplmanian morose-
ness, recerved me with smiles after an clopement,
and, that he might not betray Ius trust to his fond-
ness, was content to spare my dihgence by mcreasing
b1y own

Thus I continued to dissipate the gloom of colle-
gate austenty, to waste my own life 1n 1dleness, and
lure others from thewr studies, till the bappy hour
arrived, when I was sent to London 1 soon disco
véred the town to be the proper element of youth and
gayety and was quichly distinguished as o wit by the
ladies, a species of bemgs only heard of at the uni-
versity, whom I had no sooner the happmess of ap-
proaching than I devoted all my faculties to the am-
bitton of pleasing them

B2 A wit,
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A wit, Mr. Rambler, in the dialect of ladies, is not
always a man who, by the action of a vigorous fancy
upon compichensive hnowledge, brings distant ideas
unespectedly together, who, by some peculin acute-
ness, discovers iescinblance 1 objects dissimilar to
common eycs, o1, by mmng hetesogencous notions,
dazzles the attention with sudden scmtillations of
conceit. A lady’s wit 15 a man who can make ladies
laugh, to which, however casy 1t may seem, many
gifts of nature, and attanments of ait, must com-
monly concm. Ile that hopes to be recewved as a
wit 1 female assemblhies, should have a form neither
so amiable as to strike with admiration, nor so coarsc
as to 1a1se disgust, with an undeistanding too {fecble
to be dreaded, and too forcble to be despised  The
other parts of the character arc more subject to va-
riation; 1t was foimeily essential to a wit, that half
his back should be covered with a snowy fleece, and,
at a fime yct more 1emote, no man was a wit without
his boots In the days of the Spectator a snuff-box
seems to have been mdispensable, but in my time an
cmbioidered coat was sufficient, without any precise
regulation of the 1est of lus diess.

But wigs and boots and snuff-boxes are vain, with
out a perpetual resolution to be merry, and who can
always find supplhes of muth ? Juvenal ndeed, 1n his
comparison of the two opposite philosopheis, won-
ders only whence an uneahausted fountamn of tears
could be discharged : but had Juvenal, with all Ins
spiuit, undertaken my province, he would have found
constant gayety equally difficult to be supported.
Consider, Mr Rambler, and compassionate the con-
ditton of a man, who has taught every company to
expect fiom him a continual feast of laughter, an

unmter-
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unmtermutted stream of joculanty  The tash of every
other stive bas an end  The rower in nme reaches
the port  the Ievicographer at Inst finds the conclusion
of Ius alphabet, only the hapless wit has his labour
always to begm, the call for novelty 1s never <atisfied,
and one jest ouly ruscs expectation of another
I hnow that among men of learnmg and nspenty
the retamers to the female world are not much re
garded yct T cannot but hope that if you hnew 4t
how dear a rate our honours are purchased, you
would look with <ome gratulation on our success,
and with some pity on our miscarriages  Think on
the. nusery of lum who 15 condemncd to culinate
barrenness and rwsach vacuity, who 15 obliged to
continue Ius talh when Ins meng 15 spent, to rmise
merriment without mmages, to harass Ins unagmation
m quest of thoughts which he cennot start, and his
memory m purswt of narratines wluch he cannot
overtthe  observe the effort with which he struns
to conceal despondency by a smile, and the distress
mwhich he sits wiile the eyes of the compwy are
fixed upon lum s the last refuge from silence and
dejection
It were endless to recount the shufts to wlich T
have been reduced, or to enumerate the different spe-
cies of artificial mit. T regularly frequented cofice-
houses, and have often Ined aweek upon an expres
sion, of which he who dropped 1t did not hnow the
value  When fortunc did not favour my erratich
mdustry, I gleancd jests at home from obsolete
farces  To collect wit was indecd safe, for I con-
sorted with none that looked much into books, but
to disperse it was the difficulty A sceming negh-
53 gencee
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gence was often useful, and I have very successfully
made a 1eply not to what the lady had said, but to
what 1t was convenment for me to hear, foo very few
were so peiverse as to 1ectify a mistake which 'had
given occasion to a buist of meuriment.  Somectimes
I drew the conversation up by degiecs to a proper
pomt, and produced a conceit which I had ticasuied
up, hike sportsmen who boast of laibng the foxes
which they lodge m the covait  Emnncnce 15 how-
ever, 1 some happy moments, gamned at less expense;
I have delighted a whole cncle at one time with a sc-
11es of quibbles, and made myself good company at
another, by scalding my fingeis, o1 mustaling a ladys
lap for my own chan

Thesc are artful, deceits and useful expedients; but
expedients are at length exhausted, and deceits de-
tected  Time 1itself, among other mjuries, dimimshes
the power of pleasing, and I now find, m my forty-
fifth year, many pranks and pleasantucs very coldly
recaved, which had foimeily filled a whole 100m
with jollity and accdlamation I am under the mclan-
choly necessity of supporting that chaiacter by study,
which I gawned by levity, having leaincd too late that
gayety must be recommended by ngher qualities, and
that murth can never please long but as the eflloicscence

of a mind loved for 1ts lusuiance, but cstecmed for
its uscfulness,

Iam, &c
Parirrvs.
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Nume 142 Sarvrpay, July 27, 1751

Ebz™a ¢ aviwd pf ud pr amng

Nere 7 adh awa o+ @ abipsie ndy

ke yap $a"p erire T mdwgior, 8Y w1

Arg (7 gays Hower'

A giant shepherd here his flock mamntains

1r from the rest and solitiry reigns

In sheiter thich of hornid shade reclind

And gloomy miscinefs labour 1 the mind

A forin enormous ! fir unhhe the race

Of human brth 1n étatare or in face Porr

f

T the RAMBLLR
SIR,

il

I_IAVING ybeen  accustomed to retire annually

from the town, I latcly accepted the muta
tion of Lugcao, who has an estate and seat m a
distant county  As we were unwillng to travel

without improvement, we turncd often from the di
reet Toad to please ourselves wath the view of na-
ture or of art, we cxammed every wild mountain
and medicnal spring, cnticised every edifice, con-
templated every rum, and compared every scene of
action with the narratives of Iistortans By this
succession of amusements we enjoyed the exercise of
a journey without suffering the fatigue, and had no-
thing to, regret but that, by 2 progress so lesurely
and gentle, we mssed the adventures of a post chaise,
and the pleasure of alarming villages with the turnuit
! B4 of
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of our passage, and of disguising our in-ignificancy by
the digmty of huny

The fist week after ow auwal at Fugemn's house
nas passed 1 1ecuving viats fiom s naghbours,
who cionded about him with all the cacriness of be-
nevolence, some nupatient to lesn the s of the
comit and town, that they might be rraited by au-
thentick information to dictate to the 1mal pohiticians
on the next bowlng day, others desnous of i -
terest to accommodate disputes, o1 of his advice
the settlement of then fortnnes and the maisage of
their cildren
' The cawvihties which he had 1ecened were <oon
to be returned, and I passed some time with gicat
satisfaction m 1oving thiough the country, and
viewng the seats, gardens, and plantations which
aie scattered over 1t My pleasme would mudeed
have Leen greater had T been sometimes allowed to
wander mn a partk o wilderness alone, but to appear
as the fricnd of Lugeno was an honour not to be
en]oyed without some mconveniencies  so much was
every onc solicitous for my regard, that I could scl-
dom escape to sohitude, o1 stcal a moment from the
emulation of complaisance, and the vigilance of offi-
clousncss

In these rambles of good neighbouhood, we fie-
quently passed by a house of unusual magmficence.
While I had my cunosity yet distracted among many
novelties, 1t did not much attiact my obscrvation;
but in a shoit time I could not foibhear surveymg 1t
with particular notice, for the length of the wall
which 1nclosed the gardens, the disposition of the
shades that waved over it, and the canals of which

1 could
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¥ could obtam <ome glimpees trough the trees from
our onn windons, gHe me renon to (\pect more
grndeur and beauty thn T had yet een i that pro-
vince I therefore mquired as we rode byat, why
we neser, amongst oureveur wns, spentan hour whe o
there was such un appearmce of <plendour and af-
fluence® Lugemo told me tha the et wineh Iso
much admired, was commonly eallcd m the eovntry
the haun’ed house and that no visit vene pultbere
Iy eny of the geutlasen whon Tl set seen 3s
the haunts of ancorporest b ings e enerddly run-
aue, neglected wd desolute T ersthy corecned that
there wos something to bt eplundd, and told lum
that T <uppoved 1t onhy fury grownd, on which we
mi bt venture Dy dr bl without danger ITe
danger, <ays hi, 15 amdeed only that of spponn to
~olicit the acquuntance of & man, with whom it 1 not
posstble to comere without mfuny, and who hns
drsen from ham, by Ins meolence or mbigmty, wiery
human heing who e bne without ham
Our consereation nas then acendent iy mterrupted
but my mqustne bumour bun., now m mouon,
could not rest without o full account of this newly
arcorered prodiry 1 was soon wformed that the
fine houe nnd sprcious gardens were hamted by
squire Bluster, of whom 1t was very ensy to learn the
chargeter, since nobody bad regard for him <uffi-
crent to hmder them from telling whetescer they could
discover
Squire Blieter 15 descended of an ancient famly
The cstate which his encestors had ammemornlly
possessed was much augmented by captam DBluster,
who scrved under Drale m the rugn of Lhzabeth ,
and
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and the Blusters, who weaie befoie only petty gentle-
men, have fiom that time ficquently represented the
shire 10 parliament, been choscn to present addicsses,
and given laws at hunting-matches and 1aces  They
were cmmently Lospitable and  popula, il the
father of this gentleman died of an clecion s
lady went to the grave soon after hun, and left the
hewr, then only ten yeas old, to the caie of Ins
giandmother, who would not suflet hmn to be con-
tiolled, because she could not bear to hear hum cry ;
and never sent hum to school, because she was not
able to live without Ins company She taught lnim
however very eaily to mspect the stewaids accounts,
to dog the butler fiom the cellar, and to catch the
servants at a junket, so that he was at the age of
ewshteen a complete master of all the lower arts of
domestic policy, had onften on the road detected
combinations between the coachman and the ostlar,
and procured the dischaige of mineteen maids for
it coriespondence  with  cottagers and  char-
women.

By the oppoitunities of parsimony which minority
affords, and which the pobity of lus guardians had
diligently impioved, a very large sum of money was
accumulated, and he found himsclf, when he took
his affans nto lus own hands, the 1ichest man m
the county It has been long the custom of this
family to cclebiate the hew's completion of lus
twenty-first year, by an entertamument, at which the
house 1s thiown open toall that are nchined to enter
it, and the whole province flocks together as to a
general festivity  On thus occasion young Bluster
exhibited the fist tohens of his futuic emmence, by

shakmg
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<hahinz us purce at an old gotleman who bid
Leen the mumnte fricnd of Ius father, and offtrng
to wager a gretter sum thn he could aftord to sen
ture, n practice with which be his, ot one time or
other i ulted every freeholder within ten msles
round bim

i neat acts of offunce were commutted m a con-
tentious and spiteful vindication of the prisileges of
Ins mmors and a nzorous und rlentle pro ccution
of every mwn that presumed o violate In game s
he happens to have no ¢ tate adjoinng <qual to fus
own, his oppres 1ons are often horn without resist
an ¢, for feir of a lon, swt, of wlich e dehnts
to count the cypences without the least solicntude
about the event, for he knowe, that where nothing
but an honorary right 1s contested, the poorcr nnta
gonsst must always sufier, whatever shinll be the last
decision of the Jaw

By the uccess of some of these i putes, he has
<o clated Ins weolence, and Wy 1cflection upon the
genenal Diateed winch they hase brou it upon lam,
so armpted Ins virulence, thit Tus whole Wit v «pent
10 meditating or exceuting muselnef Tt s Ins com
mon practice to procure his hicdaes to be brohen m
the mght and then to dunnd sty fiction for das
mrges winch his grounds have sultered from lus
nubbowms eattle  An old widow was yesterdny
olicitg J usomo to anble het to roplevin her only
cow then m the pound by squive I3ister s order, who
had scot one of his agents to tale advanta e of her
calamity, and persuade her to sell the cow at an
under rate Ile has drven a day Inbourer fiom hus
cottnge, for gathermg blachberries m a hedoe for

lus
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his cinldren, and has now an(old woman m the
county gaol for a trespass wlich she (‘ommitt'cd, by
commg mmto s ground to pick up acorns for her
hog

Money, in whatever hands, will couiu powr,
Disticss will fly to ammediate 1cfuge, without mucly
consideration of remote conscquences  Llutar has
therefore a despotic  authonily m many  famihes,
whom he has asaisted, on pressing cccasions, with
larger sums than they can caaly repay  The only
visits that he makes aic to these houses of misfor-
tune, wheic he entars with the msolence of ab-olute
command, enjoys the tenours of the famly, cvacts
their obedience, 110ts at their chaige, and n the
height of lus joy wsults the father with menaces,
and the dauglhiters with obscemty

He is of late somewhat less offensine; for one of
hLis debtors, after gentle expostulations, by which he
was only nutated to gosser outiage, seized him by
the sleeve, led hmm tiecmbling mto the court-yaid,
and closed the door upon him in a stormy mght.
He took his usual revenge next mornmng by a wnit;
but the debt was dischaiged by the assistance of Lu-
acneo.

It 1s Ius rule to suffer his tenants to owe him 1cnt,
because by this indulgence he secures to lumsclf the
power of scizme whenever he has an nclination to
amuse himself with calamity, and feast his ears with
entieaties and lamentations Yet as he is some-
times capiiciously hberal to those whom he hap-
pens to adopt as favourites, and lets lus lands at a
cheap rate, his faims aie never long unoccupred ;
and when onc is runed by oppiession, the possibi-

hty
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Iity of better fortune quichly lures another to supply
ue place.

Such 1s the Iife of squire Bluster, a man in whoso
power fortune has Dhbernlly placed the means of
happmess, but who has defeated all her gifts of
thar end by the deprwity of Ius mmd e s
wealthy without followers, e 1s magnificent with
out witnesses, he has birth without alliance, and
mfluence without digmty  1hs neighbours <com him
asa brute lus dependants dread fum as an oppres-
sor, and he has only the gloomy comfort of rcflect
g, that if he 1s hated, he 1s bhewise feared

Iam, SIR, &c

Vacurus,
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Nuap 143. Torenay, July 80, 1751.

Aoscal coynnnla yisum
Tuitesas nudata coforibes - 110t

Lest when the buds their vanoas eolours ¢] v,
Stripp’d of Ins stolen pride, the crov forlurn
Should stand the loughter ot the pubhic ccorn, Toanes,

MONG the mnumciable practices by which
mterest o1 envy havg taught thos¢ who lue
upon lhtcrary fame to disturh cach other at thew any
banquets, one of the most comumon 15 the charze of
plaganism  When the excellence of o new com-
position can no longer be contedted  and malice 13
compelled to give way to the unanmuty of applause,
there 15 yet this onc expedient to be tied by winch
the author may be degiaded, though lus work be
1everenced , and the excellence windh we cannot ob-
scuie, may be sct at such a distance as not to over-
power ow famter lustic
This accusation 15 dangerous, because, even when
it 15 false, 1t may be sometimes mged with probaln-
hty Bruyere dedares, that we aic come mto the
world too late 1o produce any thmg new, that natwe
and hfe aie pie-occupied, and that description and
senttment have been long eshausted. It 15 mdeed
certam, that whoever attempts any common topick,
will find uncspected comadences of Ins thoughts
with those of other vuters, nor can the mcest judg-
ment always distinguish accidental sumilitude fiom

aitful
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artful imttation  There 15 Iihewise 1 common stock
of images, 2 scttled mode of arrangement, and a
beaten track of trnsition, which all autuors suppo ¢
themselves at hiberty to use, and wiich produce the
resembl wice generally obscrvible among contanpo
raries  So that m bools wlich best deserve the
name of ougmals, there 13 httle nen beyond the
disposition of materals afready provided, the sume
1deas and combmations of 1ders hwe been long m
the possesston of other hands, and, by restoring to
every man s own as the Romans must hue re
turncd to their cots from the possession of the world,
s0 the most imventine nd fertile gemus would reduce
his folios to o few pages  let the author who nm
tates bi, predecessors only by furnishing lumself with
thoughts and elcganues out of the swme general
magazine of lterature, can with little more pro
priety be repronched as a plagiary, than the architect
e be consured as a mean copyes of Angelo or Fren,
because he digs us marble from the srme quarry,
quares Ius stones by the same art, and umtes them
m columns of the swme orders !
Many subjects {1l under the consideration of an
author, which, bemg himited by nuture, can admit
only of shght and nceidental dwersitics  All defi-
mtions of the samne thing must be nearly the same,
md deseriptions, winch are defmitions of a more
lax and fanciful knd, must always bave 10 some de-
gree that resemblance to each other winch they all
Imve to thewr object  Difterent poets deseribing
the spring or the sea would mention the zephyrs
and the fowers, the billows and the rocks, reflect
ing on human life, they would, without any com
munication
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\

munication of opinions, lament the deceitfuliress of
hope, the fugacity of pleasuie, the fiagility of beauty,
and the fiequency of calamty; and for palliatives
of these mcwable miseiics, they would concur in
recommending hndness, tcmpeiance, caution, and
fortitude.

When theicfore there are found m Purgd and
orace two similar passages :

Ile 1 crunt arles
Pajcere sulyectss, et debellarc superbos Yine.

To tume the prond, the fetter'd slave to fice:
These are mperial aits, and werthy thee. DrypEx,

\

Imperct bellante prioy, gacentem
Lenzs w hostem. Hor.

Let Cusar spread Ius conquests far,
Less pleas’'d to triumph than to spare.

it is surely not necessary to suppose with a late'eritick,
that one is copied fiom the other, smce neither
Firgu nor Horace can be supposcd ignotant of the
conmmon duties of humanity, and the vitue of mode-
ration n success

Cicero and Ovid have on very different occasions
remarked how little of the honour of a victory be-
longs to the general, when s soldiers and Ins for-
tune have made their deductions; yet why should
Ouid be suspected to have'owed to Zwlly an observa-
tion which peithaps accuis to every man that sees or
hears of military glonies >

Tully observes of Achulles, that had not Homer
wiitten, his valour had been without praise.

Niss
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- Dust Thas ollg extatisset, wdem tumulus qui corpus ¢yus contexerat,
nomen eyus obrusset

Unless the Jhad had been published, hus name had been lost 1=
the tomb that covered s body

Horace tells us with more energy that there were
brave men before the wars of 77 gy, but they were lost
n obhivion for want of a poet

T axere fortes ante Agamemnang
Multr sed omnes tllachrymabiles
Urgentar, sgnotique longd
DNocte carent quia vate sacro
Before great Agamemnon reignd
Rergnd kmgs as great 45 he and brave,
Whose huge ambition s now contamnd
In the small compass of a grave
In endless ni ht theysleep unwept unhnown
No bard had they to make all time their own Frawers

Tully enquives, m the same oration, why, but for
fame, we disturb a short Iife with so many fatigues ?

Qued est quod wn koc tam ewguo wte curriculo et tam bréva, tan
s nos wn laboribus exerceamus?

\Why m so small a cirewt of Iife should we employ ourselves 1o
50 many fatigues?

Horace enquires 1n the same manner,

Qund breza fortes yaculamur axvo
DMulta®

Why do we aim with eager stufe
At things beyond the mark of Life? Fravcrs

when our hife 15 of so short duration, why we form
such numerous designs® But Horace, as well as
Vor VI C Tully,
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Tully, might discover that records are needful to pre-
setve the memory of actions, «nd that no reemds were
so dwable as poems, cither of them might find out
that hie1s shoit, and that we consume it 1 unncecssary
labour.

There arc other flowers of fiction so widely scat-
tered and so easily cropped, that it 15 scaiccly just to
ta\ the usc of them as an act by which any particular
writer 15 despoiled of s garland; for they may be
said to have been planted by the ancients in the open
road of poetry for the accommodation of their suc-
cessors, and to be the night of every one that has art
to pluck them without 1njuring then colours o1 their
fiagrance  The passage of Orpheus to hell, with the
recovery and second loss of Lurydice, have heen
described after Boctues by Pope, m such a manner as
nught justly leave him suspected of mutation, were nos
the 1images such as they mght both have derived from
molie anclent wiiters.

Que sonfes agitant metu

Ultrices scelarum dee

Jam maste lac ymrs madent,

Non Iuionwum caput

Velox pracipitat rota .

The pow'ss of vengeance, while they hear,

Touck’d with comparsion, diop a tear .

Irion’s rapd wheel 1s bound,

F'd m attention to the sound. ¥ Levwin

Thy stone, O Sysiphus, stands still,
' Lxion rests upon s wheel,
And the pale spectres dance!
The furies sk upon their 1ron beds.
. Tandem,
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Tundem vencemut arbiter’
Umbrarum muserans ait
Donémus comtem taro
Emtam carmane conjugem

Subdud at length Hells mt g monarch ery d,
The song rewardmg let us wield the bride T Lers

e sung and hell consented
To hear the poets prayer
Stern Proserpene relented
Axnd gase lum back the far

Heu hocts prope terminos
Orpheus Lurydicen suam
T adit plrdubt occrdit

1

Nor yet the golden ver.e of day beun
When Orpheus her unhappy lord
Eurjd:ce to Iife restord
At once beheld and lvst, and was undone T Lewss

But oon too soon the lover turns his eyes
Agan she falls again she dies, she dies!

No wniter can be fully convicted of imtation, except
there 15 4 concurrence of moie resemblance thwn ¢ in
be imagmed to have happened by chance, as where
the samc 1dcas ame conjoined without iny natwal
series or nceessary coherence, ot where not only the
thouzht but the words are copred  Thus 1t can
scarcely be denbted that m the first of the following
puassages Pope remembered Oved, and that i the
second he copted Crashaw

1
Supe pater dunit studum quid wnutile tentys®
. Meonrdes nulles ipse rel quit opes.
Sperte sud carmen numeros vemebat ad aptos
Ef guod conabar scriberc rersus erut Ovip

Ce Quit
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Quit, quit this barren trade, my father ery’d,

Ev'n Iomer left no riches when he dy'd

In verse spontancous flow’d my native strain,

Torc'd by no sweat or labour of the brain, F. Lrwis,

I left no calling for tins wdle trade,

No duty broke,'no father disobey’d,

While et a cluld, ere yet a fool to fame,

T hisp’d mt numbers, for the numbers came, Torr,

This plamn floor,
Believe me, reader, can say more
Than many a braver marble can,
Here lics a truly honest man, Crasiaw,

This modest stone, what few vaifi marbles con,
May truly say, Here lics an honest man Pork.

Conceits, or thoughts not immediately impressed by
sensible objects, or necessaily arising from the coali-
tion or' comparison of common sentiments, may be with
great justice suspected whenever they are found a se-
cond time  Thus /7aller probably owed to Grotuws
an clegant compliment.

Here lies the learned Sai:f's heir,

So carly wise, and lasting fau,

That none, except her years they told,

Thought her a child, or thought her old. WALTTFR.

Unica luv sweh, genatoras glorin, nemo
Quem pucrum, nemo credudit csse seneirs Gnror.

The age’s miracle, Ius fother’s joy!
Nor old you wow'd pronounce lim, nor a boy.
F, Lewrs

And Prior was indebted for a pretty illustration to
Alleyxe’s poetical istory of Henry the Scventl,
» For
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For non ht but hight itself stself can hew
And only kings can wnte what hings can do
ALLEVAE

Your musick s power jour musich must disclose,
For what It ht 15 tis only It ht that shews  Prror

And with yet more certmnty mny the same wnter
be censured, for endeavourng the clindestme appro
priation of a thought which he borrowed, surely with-
out thinhing lumself disgraced, fiom an epigram of
Plato

ToMeP s xatomr,or 1wt 7o n per belobas
Ov Bidv oim & ny wag® u durapas

T enus take my votne glass
Since I amn not what I was

W hat from this day I shall be,
J enus let me pever see

As not every instance of stmilitude can be considered
s a proof of wmitation, s0 not every imtation ought to
be stigmatized s plagianism  The adoption of a noble
sentiment or the msertion of 4 borrowed ornament,
may sometimes display so much judgment as will al
most compensate for imention  and an mfertour gemus
may, without any imputation of sersility, pursue the
path of the ancients, provided he declines to tread m
ther footsteps
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NUMB. 144 SATURDAY, August 3, 1751,

Daphmidis ascum
Ticgaste et colamos  quar tuy perver se deralea,
It cum idistr puero doaata, dolcbas,
Lt s2non aligua nocarsses, no Litids €55€§ Yo,

The bow of Daphms and the shafts you brole,
When the fair boy reeen'd the gift of 1i0ht,
And but for mischief, you had dy'd for spite Desniy,

T 1s 1mpos«ible to mingle m comversation without
obseving the difficulty with which a new name
makes its way nto the woild  The fust appearance
of excellence umtes multitudes agamst it, unespected
opposition rises up on every side, the celebiated and
the obscure jom 1n the confederacy, subtlety furmshes
aims to unpudence, and miention leads on credulity.
The stiength and unammity of this alliance i«
not casily conceived Tt might be espeeted that
no man should suffer his heait to be mnflamed with
malice, but by npuies, that nonc should busy
himsel{ in contesting  the pretensions of anothey,
but when some nght of s own was imolved
the question, that at least hostilties, commenced
without cause, should quickly cease, that the amics
of malignity should soon dispersc, when no com-
mon mierest could be found to hold them together ,
and that the attack upon a 118ng character should be

15 left
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left to those who had =omething to fiope or fiar from
the cvent.

The hazards of those that aspne to cmmence,
would be much dimimshed if they had none but
acknonledged mvals to ercounter  Thew enetmes
1 ould then be few, and, what 1s yct of gieater mn-
portance, would be hnown But what caution 18
sufficient to ward off’ the blows of mwisible assailants,
or what force can stand agamst uninterruptéd attachs,
and a continual succession of encimiess Yt such 1s
the state of the world, that no sooner can any mmn
emerge from the crowd, and fix the eves of the publich
upon him, than he stands as a mark to the rions of
lurhing calumny and recéises in the tumult of hosti-
hty, from distant and from namecle s hands, wounds
not aluys cisy to be cured

It 1s probable that the on et agamst the cwdidates
for renown, 1s orgnally mcited by those who imagine
themselves 1 daner of suffermg by thetr success, but,
when war 1. once declared, volunteers flock to the
standard, multitudes follow the cimp only for want
of employment, and flying squadrons are dispersed to
every part so pleased with an opportutty of nus
chief, that they toil without prospect of prase, and
pillage wathout hope of profit

When any man has endeavoured to deserte
distinction, he will be surpriscd to hewr hunself
censured where he could not expect to have been
nim¢d  be will find the utmost ncrimony of ma

hicc among those whom lhe never could have of-
funded

cd As

-3
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As there aie to be found 1n the service of envy men
of every diversity of temper and degree of undeistand-
ing, calumny 15 diffused by all arts and methods of
propagation. Nothing 1s too gross or 00 refined,
too ciuel or too tufling, to be practised, very lhttle
regard 1s had to the rules of honourable hostility, but
every weapon 1 accounted lawful, and those that
cannot make a thrust at life a1e content to keep them-
selves 1 play with petty malevolence, to tease with
feeble blows and impotent distu1bance

But as the mdustiy of obseivation has divided the
most miscellaneous and confused assemblages 1nto
proper classes, and ranged the msccts of the sum-
me1, that torment us with their diones or sungs, by
their several tribes, the persecutors of meint, not-
withstanding therr numbers, may be likewise com-
modiously distingmshed mto Roarcis, Whispaias,
and Mode ators

The Roater is an enemv 1ather teriible than dan-
gerous  He has no other quabfication for a cham-
pion of controveisy than a hardened fiont and stiong
voice Having seldom so much desn. to confute as
to sience, he depends 1ather upon vociferation than
argument, and has very little care to adjust one
pait of his accusation to another, to preseive de-
ceney m his langnage, or probavility m lus naira-
tives. He has always a store of reproachful epi-
‘thets and contemptuous appcllations, readj to be
produced as occasion may require, which by con-
stant vse he peurs out vith 1esistless volubihty — If
the wealth of a tiader 1s mentioned, he without he-

sitation
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sitation devotes lim to banhruptey , if the bewty
and clegance of 1 Idy be commended, he wonders
how the town can fall m love with rustich deformity,
if & new performance of gemus happens to be cle-
brated, he pronounces the wrter a hopeless sdiot,
without hnowledge of books or Iife, and without the
under tanding by sineh it must be aequired His
exaggerations arc aenerlly without effect upon these
whom he compcls to bear them, and though st will
sometimes happen that the timorous are aned by lus
violenee, and the credulous mistahe his confidince
for hnowledge, yet the opmons shich he endeasours
to suppress soon recoser then former strength, as the
trees that bend to the tempest erect thumsches agun
v hen 1ts force 1s past.

The Winsperer 15 more dwgerous e casily
gomns attention by a soft address, and exates cuno-
sity by an air of importance  As scerets are not to
be made chewp by promiscuous publication he
calls a sclect audience about lum, and gratiics
ther vamty with an appewance of tust by com-
municating tus ntelhigence m a low voice  Of the
trader he can tell that, though he seers to mnge
w evtensne commerce, and talks m lugh terms
of the funds, yet Ius wealth s not equd to Ins e
putation, he has Jately suffcred much by an evpen-
swve project, and had 1 geater share thon 1s acknow-
ledged m the 1ich ship that perished by the storm
Of the bewty he has ttle to suy, but that they who
sce her n a morning do not discover all those graces
uwhich are admuned m the Park  Of the wnter he
afirms with gicat cortunty, that though the encel
lence of the work Dbe mcontestable, e can claun

but
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but a small part of the ieputation, that he owed
most of the 1mages and sentiments to a secict fiiend ;
and that the accwmacy and cquality of the style was
produced Dy the successive coriection of the chief
aticks of the age.

As every one is pleased with imagmng that he
knows something mnot yet commonly divulged,
secret hustory easly gams ciedit, but 1t 15 for the
most part believed only while it circulates m whis-
pers, and when once it 15 openly told, 1s openly
confuted

The most pernicious enemy 1s the man of Mo-
deration ~ Without mterest m the question, or
any motive hut honest curiosity, this mmpartial and
zealous enquner after tiuth 1s 1eady to hear cither
side, and always disposed to kind mnterpretations
and favourable opwions He bhath heard the
tiadei’s affans repoited with great vaunation, and,
after a diligent compaiison of the evidence, con-
cludes 1t probable that the splendid superstructure of
busimess bemg ongmally bult upon a naiiow basis,
has lately been found to totter, but between dila-
toly payment and bankruptcy there 1s a great dis-
tance, many merchants lave suppoited themselves
by expedients for a time, without any final mjury to
then cicditors. and what 1s lost by onc adventure
may be 1ecoveied by another He beheves that a
voung lady pleased with admiration, and desnous to
mahe prifect what 1s aheady excellent, may heighten
her chaims by ajufical mmprovements, but surely
most of her beautics must be penuine, and who can
say that he 1s wholly what he endcavouws to appcat ?
"The auther he knows to be a man of diligence, who

pethaps
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perhaps docs not sparhle with the fire of Homer, but
Iins the Judgment to discoser his own deficiencies, and
to supply them by the help of others, and, m hts opr-
*nion, modesty 15 a quahity so ammble and 1are, that 1t
ought to find 2 patron wherever it appears, and may
Justly be preferred by the publich suftrige to petulant
wit and ostentatious literature
He who thus discovers falings with oawillingness,
and extenuates the faults which cannot be denied,
puts an end at once to doubt or vindication, Iis
hearers reposc upon his candour nd vericity, and
admit the chaige wathout allowing the excuse
Such are the arts by which the emvous, the dle,
the pecvsh, and the thoughtless, obstruct that worth
which they cannot equal, and, by artifices thus casy,
sordid, and detestable, 1s ndustry defeated, beauty
blasted, and genus depressed
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Nums. 145. Tuospay, August 6, 1751,

Non, st priores Meonwus tenct
Sedes Home us, Pmdarice latent,
Ceaque & Alcer mnaces
Stesichor »que graves Camene. Hozr.

What though the Muse her Homer thrones
High above all the immortal quire,
Nor Pundar’s raptures she disowns,
Nor hides the plamtive Cean lyre
Aleeus stitkes the tyrant soul with dread,
Naor yet 1s grave Stesichor us unread IFrancis,

IT Is allowed that vocations aud employments of

least digmity are of the most appaient use; that
the meanest artisan or manufactmer contubutes more
to the accommodation of lhfe, than the piofound
schola: and argumentative theoist, and that the
publick would suffer less present mmconvenience from
the banishment of philosophers than fiom the extmnc-
tion of any common tiade.

Some have been so forcibly struck with this obser-
vation, that they have, m the first warmth of thew
discovery, thought 1t 1casonable to alter the common,
distitbution of digmty, and ventured to condemn
mankind of universal mngratitude  For justice exacts,
that those by whom we aie most benefited should
be most honoured And what labour can be moie
useful than that which piocmes to families and com-
muntiies those necessaries which supply the wants of

natuic,

-~

~
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nature, ar those conventencies by which ease, seeumity,
-and elegance, are conferred ?

This 15 one of the mnumerable theoties which the
first attempt to reduce them mto practice certanly
destroys  If we cstimate dignity by immedate use-
fulness, agnicultare 15 undoubtedly the fitst wnd noblest
science, yetwe see the plough drnven, the clod brol en,
the manure spread, the seeds senttered, and the har-
vest rdaped, Ly men whom those that feed upon ther
mdustry will never be persuaded to admit wto the
same rwk with herocs, or with sages, and who,
after all thé confessions which truth may estort
favour of their occupation, must be content to il up
the Jowest class of the commounwenlth, to foim the
base of the pyramud of subordnation, and he buued
mn obscunty themselves, wlile they support all that
1> splendid, conspicuous, or esalted

It vill be found upon a closer mspection, that thiy
part of the conduct of mankind 15 by no means con
trary to reason or equity Remuneiatory honows
arc proportioned at once to the usefulness and difh
culty of performances, and are properly adjusted by
companson of the mental and corporeal abilities,
which they appear to employ That work, how-
ever necessary  which is carried on only by muscular
strength and mnual dextentty 15 not of equal esteem,
m the consideration of 1ntional bemgs with the tasls
that escrerse the mtellectual powers, and require the
actn e migour of imagination, or the gradual and labo
rious myestigations of reason

The ment of all manual occupations scems to
terminate 1 the wmventor, and surely the first 1ges
cannot be charged with mgratitude, since those who

avilized
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civihzed baibarians, aud tauzht them how to <ceure
themselves from cold and hunger, were numbered
amongst then deitics  But these arts once dicco-
vered by philosophy, and facihitated by espenence,
arc afterwards practised with very htile assistance
fiom the faculties of the soul, not 1~ any thing nece--
sa1y to the regular dischaige of these mferior dutics,
beyond that 1udo obscivation which the mo-t ql wn:sh
intellect may practise, and that dustiy w hich thc,
stimulations of nceessity naturally enforce.

Yet though the 1cfusal of statues and pancgyrick
to those who employ only then hands and feet m the
service of manhmd may be casly justified, I am far
fiom mtending to ate the petulance of pude, to
justify the supercibousness of grandew, ‘o1 to mter-
cept any pat of that tendeiness and henevolence,
, which by the puvilege of then common nature, onc
may claim fiomn ancther

That 1t would be nesther wise noi equitable to dis-
courage the husbandman, the lebower, the mmer, or
the Smlth 15 gencially granted , but there is another
1ace of bvmgs equally obscwe and cqually mdigent,
who, because then usefulness 1s less obvious to vul-
gar apprehensions, live unienarded and die unpitied,
and who have been long cvposed to msult without a
defender, and to censuic without an apologist

The authois of Londor were fopaly computed by
Sayft at several thousands, and theie 15 not any rea-
gon for suspecting that then number has decreased.
Of these only a very few can be said to produce, or
endeavour to produce, new 1deas, to extend any pim-
cple of science, o1 gratify the imagination with any
uncommon tran of umages or contextme of events;

) the

.
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the 1est, however laborious, however arrogant, can
only be considered as the drudges of the pen, the
manufacturers of lhiterature, who have set up for w-
thors, cither with or without a regular imtiation, and,
Lke other artificers, have no other care than td des
Diver therr tale of wares 2t the stited time

It has been formeily imagined, that he who
tends the entertamment or mstiuction of others,
must feel 1n lumself some pecultir mmpulse ot ge-
mus, that he must watch the bhappy munuter
which his natural fire 15 excited, n swhich is mmnd
15 elevated with nobler sentiments, enhightened wath
clewrer views, and mvigorated with stionger compre-
hencton, that he must carefully <elect s thoughts
and polish his erpiessions, and anunate Ins efforts
with the hope of raising 1 monument of learnmg
which nerther time nor envy shall be able to del
stroy

But the authors whom I am now endeavourmng fo
recommend have been too long hadl nyed i the ~ays
of men to ndulge the chimerscal ambition of unmor~
tality, they hawve scldom any clamm to the trade of
wrtng, but that they have tried some other without
success, they percewve no pamticular summons to
composition, except the sound of the clock  they
have no other tule than the law or the fushion for
adnutting their thought. or 1ejecting them, and
about the opinion of posterity thcy have little solici-
tude for then productions are seldom mntended to re-
main tn the world longer than a week
+ Fhat such authors ae’not to be rewarded withl
praise 18 evident, since nothrg can be adamed when
it ceases to exwt, but surcly, though they cannot
5 ' aspire
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aspiie to honow, they may be exempted from 1gnos
miny, and adopted 1 that oider of men which de=
serves om hmdness, though not our ieverence,
These papas of the day, the Ephemer@ of leaining
have uses moie adequate to the puiposes of com-
mon hfe than moic pompous and duwable volumes.
If it is neccessary for eveiy man to be moie acquaint-
ed with lis contemporaiies than with past genera-
fions, and to rather hnow the cvents which may
immediately aflect his fortune o1 quiet, than the
revolutions of aucient hingdoms, m which he has
neither possessions nor expectations ;5 1f 1t be pleasing
to hear of the preferment and dismssion of states-
men, the buth of hens, and the mariiage of beautics,
the humble author of journals and gazettes must
be considered as a liberal dispenser of beneficial
knowledge.

Lven the abuidger, compiler, and translator, though
their labowis cannot be 1anhed with those of the diui-
nal historiogiapher, yet must not be rashly doomed to
anminlation. Every size of readers requnes a gemus
of coirespondent capacity, some delight m abstracts
and cpitomes, because they want room m their me-
mory for long details; and content themselves with
effects, without enquiry after causes ; some minds are
overpowered by splendow of sentunent, as some eyes
are offended by a glaing light, such will gladly
contemplate an author 1 an humble mmutation, as
we look without pain upon the sun m the water.

As every wniter has his use, every wiiter ought to
have his patrons, and since no man, however high
he may now stand, can be certan that he shall not

be soon thrown down fiom Ius elevation by cuticism

@ o or
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or caprice, the common 1nterest ot learming requires
that her sons should ccase from intestine hostiities,
and, mstead of sacrificing each other to mahce and
contempt, endeavour to avert pur ccution from the
meanest of therr fratermty

¥

1
’
Nump 146  Sarvurpay, August 10, 1751

'

|

Sunt ilhc duo treste qui reolrant
Nostrarum tmeas sncpliarum
Sed cum sponsio fabulaque lusse
De scorpo fuernt incrlato Mary
1 )
"Tis possible that one or two
‘These fooleries of mine may view
But then the bettings must be oer
Nor Crab or Childers talh d of more I Lewr

ONEL of the projects or designs which exer-
cise the mind of man are equally subject to
obstructions and disappointments with the pursuit of
fame  Riches cannot casily be demed to them who
have something of greater value to offer m exchange ,
he wlose fortune 15 endangered by liigation, will
not refuse to augment the wealth of the lwwyer, he
whose days are dirkened by Inguor, or whose nerves
are excrucrated by paw, 1s compelled to pay tribute
to the science of bealing But praise may be al
ways omtted without mnconvemence When once
a man has made celebrity necessary to Ius happmess,
he has put it 1 the power of the weahest and most
tunorous mahignity, 1f not to take anav s satisfac
Vor VI D tion,
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tion, at least to withhold it I encmies may -
dulec then pude by any neghgence, and giatify
therr malice by quet ncutiality. They that could
never have mjuced a chaacter by mvectves, may
combme to anmhiate 1t by silence, as the women
of Rome thneatened to put an end to conquest and
dommion, by supplymg no children to the common-
wealth

W hen a wiiter has with long toll produced a work
intended to burst upon manhind with unespected
lustie, and withdraw the attention of the leained
woild fiom every other contioversy o1 enquuy, he
1s seldom contented to wait long without the enjoy-
ment of lns new praises  With an imagination full of
lis own nwportance, he walks out like a monarch in
disguisc to lcarn the vailous opintons of his 1eaders
Picpaied to feast upon admmation: composed to en-
counter censures without emotion, and determined
not to suffer Ins quiet to be myued by a sensibality
too exquisitc of praise or blame, but to laugh with
equal contempt at vam objections and mjudicious
commendations, he enteis the places of mmgled con-
versation, sits down to lus tea mn an obscuie coiner,
and wlile he appeais to cxammne a file of antiquated
Jowrnals, catches the comversatien of the whole room.
He listens, but hears no mention of is book, and
therefore supposcs that he has disappomted lus curi-
osity bydelay, and that as men ot lcainng would
naturally begm then conveisation with such a won-
derful novelty, they had digiessed to other subjects
before lus awval - The company disperses, and then
places aie supplied by otheis equally ignoiant, or
equally caieless. The same expectation huiies him

13 to
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to another plice, from which the same disappomt-
ment diuves hin soon amay s mpatience then
grows violent and tumultuous, he ranges over the
town with restless curiomty, and hears 1n one quarter
of a crichet match, m another of a pick pochet, 1s
told by some of n unespected bankruptey, by others
of a turtle-feast, 15 sometuncs provohed by unpor-
tunate enquiries after the wiite bear, and sometimes
with prusts of the danemg dog, he s afternards
wntreated to give huis judgment upon a wager about
the height of the Monttment, mvited to sce a foot-
rice m the adjicent villages, desired to read a lu
dicrau. advertisement, o consulted about the most
effcetu] method of mihng enquiry after a fuounte
cat. The whole woild 15 busicd i ffares, which
he thinhs below the notice of reasonable creaturcs,
and which are nevertheless sufhicient to suthdraw all
regard from Ius Iboms nd lis ments

He resolves at Inst to viol e bis own modesty, and
to recall the talkers fiom thew folly by m aiquiry
aftet himself He finds every one provided with
an answer, one has scen the work advertised, but
never met with any that had read 1t, another has
been so often 1mposed upon by <pecious titles, that
he never buys a book tdl 1ts character 1s estiblished ,
a third wonders what any man can hope to produce
after 50 many wnters of greatr emmence  the neat
has enquired after the author, but can hear no ac
count of lim, wd thercfore suspects the name to be
fictitious, and another knows hun to be a man con-
demned by mdizence to wute too frequently what
he does not understand

ot D2 Many
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Many ate the consolations with which the unhappy
author endeavowms to allay lus venation, and fortify
his patience He has written with too httle ndul-
gence to the undelst'mdmg3 of common 1caders; he
has fallen upon an age in which solid knowledge,
and dehicate rcﬁnement, have given way to a low mer-
riment, and 1dle buffoonery, and theircfoic no writer
can hope for distinction, who has any higher pur-
pose than to raise laughter Ic finds that lus enc-
mies, such as supertonty will always r1aise, have
been industiious, while s perfoimance was n the
piess, tovilify and blastit, and that the hookseller,
whom he had resolved to enrich, has 1vals that ob-
stiuct the cuculation of s copres. lle at last re-
poses upon the consideration, that the noblest works
of leainmg and gemus have always made thew way
slowly aganst ignorance and piejudice, and that 1c-
putation, which 1s never to be lost, must be gradually
obtained, as ammals of longest life a1c obscived not
soon to attam then full statmc amd strength

By such aits of voluntary delusion does ever y man
endeavour to conceal his own ummpoitance fiom
limself It 15 long before we are convmced of the
small proportion which every individual beais to the
collective body of mankind, or leain how few can
be mterested 1n the fortune of any single man, how
little vacancy 1s left m the woild for any new object
of atlention; to how small estent the biightest blaze
of merit can be spriead amudst the mists of business
and of folly, and how soon 1t 15 clouded by the -
tervention of other novelties Not only the writer
of books, but the commander of armues, and the
deliverer of nations, will easily outhve all nowsy and

2 popular
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popular reputation, he my be celebrated for a
tune by the publick voice but lus actions and lus
name will soon be considered as remote end unaffect-
g, and be rarely mentioned but by those whose al-
liance gnes them some vamty to gratfy by frequent
commenioration

It seems not to be sufficiently considered how httle
renown can be admitted 1 the world  Manhind are
kept perpetually busy by their fears or desircs, and
fave not more leisure from their own affurs, than to
acquamt themselves with the accidents of the cur-
rent day Lngaged n contnving some refuge from
calamsty, or n shortemng the way to some new pos-
sesston, they scldom suffer thar thoughts to wander
to the past or future, none buta few sohtary students
have leisure to enquire nto the claims of ancient
heroes o1 sages and names which hoped to ringe
over hingdoms and contients, shunk at last mto
cloisters or colleges

Nor 15 1t certam, that even of these dark and
nuron habitations the e last retreats of fame, the
possession will be long hept OF men desoted to
literature, very few estend their views beyond some
puticalar gaence, and the mester pest ldow en-
quire even 1 therr own profession for any authors
but those whom the present mode of study happens
to force upon their notice  they desire not to fill thewr
mmds with unfashionable hnowledee, bat content
edly resign to oblivion those books which they now
find censured or neglected

The hope of fame 15 necessanly connected with
such considertions as must abate the ardom of con
fidence, and repress the vigow of pursmt Who-

D3 ever
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ever claims 1enown fiom any hind of excellence,
espects to fill the place which 15 now possessed by
another , for therc aie alicady names of every class
sufhcient to employ all that will desne to 1emember
them , and suiely he that 1s pushing his predecessors
mto the gulf of obscuiity, cannot but sometines sus-
pect, that he must lumself sink in likc manncr, and as
he stands upon the samec precipice, be swept anay
with the same violence

It sometimes happens, that fame begins when hife
is at an end. but far the gicater number of candi-
dates for applause have owed their 1eception m the
world to some favomable casualties, and have there-
fore mmmediately sunk 1nto neglect, when death
stupped them of then casual nfluence, and ncither
fortune mnor pationage opeiated m then favour.
Among those who have better claims to 1egaid, the
honour paid to theirr memory 15 commonlj propor-
tionate to the 1eputation which they enjoyed m their
lives, though still growing famter, as it 1s at a gieater
distance from the first cmssion, and since 1t 15 so dif-
ficult to obtamn the notice of contempoiarics, how little
15 1t to be hoped fiom futwie times® What can ment
effect by 1ts own force, when the help of art or fiiend
chip can scaicely support 1t ®

)



N 147 THE RAMBLLR 30

¥

y
Nuus 147 Turspay, dugust 13, 1751

Tu mebil wncrta dices facsesce Migercd Hor

You are of too quick & sight
Mot to discern which way your talenthes  Ro covov

7o the RANIBILR
S1R,

AS Intle things gow great by contiud wecumula-
tion I hope you will not think the digmty of
your character impaired by an account of - ludicrous
persecution, which, though 1t produccd no scencs of
horiour or of rum, yet, by mcessant importumty of
vexation, wears away my bippiness, and consumes
those years which nature scums prticularly to have
~ssigned to cheerfulness, 1 silent anviety and helples,
resentment

T am the cldest son of a gentlemn, who having
mnhenited a large estate fiom lus ancestors, and feel
g no desire either ta mercase or le sen 1t, has from
the tune of lns mauriage generilly 1esided at his own
seat, wherc, by dividing In  tune among the duties
of a father, « master, wnd & magistrate, the study of
literature, and the offices of civility he finds means to
nid himself of the day, without any of those amuse
ments which all those with whom my residence m
this place has made me acquamted, think necessary to,
Tizhten tne burthen of eistence 4
D4 When
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When my age made me capable of instruction, my
father prevalled upon a gentleman, long known at
Ouaford for the eatent of his learning and puiity of
lus mannais, to undertake my education. The 1c-
gatd with which I saw Iim ticated, disposed me to
consider s mstiuctions as mmportant, and I there-
fore soon formed a habit of attention, by which I
made very quick advances i different hinds ot learn-
ing, and heaid, perhaps too often, vary flaticiing
compatisons of my own profiaency with that of
others, either less docile by natuic, o1 less happly
forwarded by mnstiuction I was caressed by all that
exchanged visits with my father , and as young men
are with hittle difficulty taught to judge favourably of
themsclves, bcgan to think that closc application was
no longer necessary, and that the time was now come
when I was at hbeity to 1ead only for amusement,
and was to recewve the rewaid of my fatigues 1n praise
and admnation

While I was thus banqueting upon my own pei-
fections, and longing m scciet to cscape fiomn tutor-
age, my fathei’s biother came fiom London to pass
a summer at lus native place A luciative employ-
ment which he possessed, and a fondness for the con-
versation and diversions of the gay part of manhind,
had so long kept him fiom ruial excwsions, that I
had never secn hun smce my mfancy. My cuiiosity
was therefore stiongly eacited by the hope of observ-
ing a character more neaily, which I had Intheito
reveienced ouly at a distance

From all puvate and mpimate conversation, I was
long withheld by the peipetual confluence of
visitants with whom the fiust news of my uncle’s

ariival
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arrnval crowded the house, but was amply 1ecom-
pensed by scemg an evact and punctilious practice
of the arts of 1 courtier, mn all the stratagems of en-
dearment, the gradations of respect, and var:ations
of courtesy T 1emarked with what justice of distri-
bution he divided his talk to 2 wide crcle, with
what address he offered to evervman an occaston of
indulging some favounite topich or displaying some
particular attamment , the judgment with which he
regulated his enquiries after the absent, and the care
with which he showed all the companions of his early
years how strongly they weie wfixed m hi> memory,
by the mention of past incidents and the recital of
puentle hmndnesses, dangers; and frolicks I soon
discovered that he po-sessed some science of gracious-
ness nd attraction which books had not taught, and
of winch neisther I nor my father had any knowledge
that he had the power of obligmg those whom he did
not benefit, that he diffused, upon his cursory be-
haviour and most trfiing actions a gloss of softness
and deucacy by which every one was dazzled and
that, by some occult method of captivation, he am-
mated the tunorous, softened the superciliovs, and
opencd the reserved I could unot but repme at the
melegance of my own manntrs, which left me no
hopes but not to offend, and -t the wefficacy of ruse
tich benevolence, which gamed no friends but by real
ervice
My uncle saw the veneration with which T caught
cvery accent of lis voice and watched every motion
of hs hand, wnd the ankward dibgence with which
I endeavoured to mmtate his embiace of fondness,
and Ilus bowof 1espect  Ile was, lihe others, easily
flattered
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flattered by an inutator by whom he could not fear
ever to be rvalled, and repaid my assiduties with
comphments and professions  Ow fondness was o
increased by a mutual endeavour to please cach other,
that when he 1etuined to London, he declated hamself
unable to leave a nephew so amiable and so accom-
phished belind him, and obtamed my father’s poi-
mission to cnjoy my company for a few months, by a
promise to mitiate me in the aits of politeness, and
mtroduce me into publich hie

The comuier had httle mchnation to fatisue, and
thaefore, by tavellimg very slowly, afloided me
time for mote loose and familimr conveisation; but
I soon found, that by a few enquuies wlhich he was
not well prepaied to satisty, I hcd made him wears
of his young compamon His clement was a med
assembly, wheire ccremony and healths, compliments
and common topichs, kept the tongue employed with
very hittle assistance fiom memory or reflection, but
mn the chaiiot, wheie he was necessitated to support
a 1egular tenowm of conveisation, without any ichief
fiom a new comer, or any power of starting into gav
digiessions, or destioying aigument by a jest, he soon
discovered that povaity of 1deas whichh had been hi-
therto concealed under the tinse} of politeness  The
fust day he entertamed e with the novclties and
wonders with which I should be astomshed at my en-
trance mto London, and cautioned me with apparent
admiration of his own wisdom agamnst the aits by
which rusticity 1s frequently deluded  The same de-
tail and the same advice he would have 1cpeated on
the second day, but as I every moment diverted tho
discourse to the history of the towns by wlich we

passcd,
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passed, or some other subject of learnng or of rea
son, he soon lost his vivacity, gren peevish and silent,
wrapped Ins cloak about him composed himself to
slumber, and reserved s gayety for fitter 2uditors
At length 1 entered London, and my uncle was
rwstated in his superronty  He awaled at once to
loquacity as soon as om wheels rattled on the pave-
ment, and told me the name of every stiect as we
crossed 1t, and owner of every house as we passed by
Ile presented me to my aunt, a lady of great emi-
nence foo the number of her 1wcquamtances, and
splendour of her assemblies, and either m kindness or
revenge consulted with her, m my presence, how I
might be most adviitageously dressed for my first
appearance, and most expeditiously disencumbered
fiom my wllatich bashfulness My wndignition at
famihianty thes contemptuous flushed m my face,
they mistook anger for shame, and Alteinately ex-
cried ther eloquence upon the benefits of publick
education, and the happmess of an assurance early
acquired
Assurance 1 ndeed the only quahfication to which
they seem to have anneved ment, and assurance
therefore 1s perpetually recommended to me as the
supply of every defect and the ornament of every
oxcellence I never sit silent 1n company when se-
cret hustory 15 circulating, but I am reproached for
want of assurance If I fal to return the stated an-
swer to a comphment , 1f T am disconcerted by un
expected raillery, 1f T blush when I am discovered
guing on a beauty, or hesitate when I find myself
cmbarrassed m an argument, if Tam unwillng to
talh of what 1 do not understand, or tumorous m un-
dert1king
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dertaking offices which I cammot gracefully perform ;
i I fuffer a more lively tatler to recount the casualties
of a game, or a mmbler fop to pick up a fan, I am
censured between pity and contempt, as a wietch
doowned to grovel m obscunity for want of assurance

I have found many young petsons harassed m the
same manner, by those to whom age has given nothing
but the assurance; which they recommend, and there-
fore cannot but think 1t useful to inform them, that
eowardice and delicacy aic not to be confounded, and
that he whose stupidity has armed hin agamst the
shafts of ndiwcule, will always act and speak with
greater audacity, than they whose sensibihity represscs
their axdow, and who dare never let therr confidence
outgrow their abilitics.
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Noump 148  SATURDAI, August 17, 1751

1
Me pater sevis oneret catents ,

Quod turo clemens misera peperct
BMe vel extrems Numdarum 1n orws
Llasse releget Ior, !

f
Me let my father load with chains
Or banish to Numdia s farthest platns?
My erime, that I aloyal wife
In kind comp savd my husbandsife  Frawers

PO LITICANS remark, that no oppression
15 50 heavy or lasting’as that winch 15 wflicted
by the perversion and exorbitance of legal authority
The robber may be sewzed, and the mvader repelled,
whenever they are found, they who pretend no night
but that of force may by force be punished or sop-
pressed  But when plunder bears the name of -
post, and murder 1s perpetrated by a judicial; sent
tence, fortitude 1s intimrdated, and wisdom con-
founded resistance shrinhs from an alliance with re-
bellion, and the villain remams secure 1 tht robes of
the magstrate R
Lqually dangerous and equally detestable are the
cruelties often exercised m private fanuhes, under
the venerable sanction of paiental authorty, the
power which we are taught to honour from the first
moments of reason which 1¢ guarded fiom msule
and violation by all that cw 1mpress e upon the
mind of man, and which thercforc may wanton m
ciuelty without control, and trample the bounds of

ught
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right with innumeciable tiansgressions, before  duty
and piety will date to seeh sediess, o thnk them-
sclves at ibeity to 1ccum to any other means of deli-
velance than supplications by which msolence 15 dlat-
ed, and teais by wlich auelty 15 gratificd

It was fo a long tme unagmed by the Romans,
that no son could be the mmderer of Ins tathar, and
they had theicfore no punshment appropuated to
paniade  They scem hihewise to e bchieved with
cqual confidence, that no father could be cracl to
his child, and theicfore they allowed cvery man the
supreme judicatmie m his own house, and pnt the
lives of Ins oflspung mto lus hande  But cyvperni-
ence nformed them by degiees, that they detcrmimed
too hastily m favom of human natwe, they found
that mstnct and habit weie not able to contend with
avarice 01 malice ; that the neatest rclation meht be
violated , and that power, to whomsoever mtrusted,
might be 1l employed  ‘Lhey were theiciore ohhiged
to supply and to change then mstitutions, to detex
the pamcde by a new law, ana to transfer capital
punmishments fioin the paient to the magistiate.

There are mdeed many houses wlich 1t 15 mpos-
sible to enter famiuatly, without discovermeg that pa-
rents are by no means exempt hom the mto acations
of dominion, and that he who 15 1n no danger of hear-
Ing 1emonstiances but fiom lus own conscience, will
seldom be long without the art of contiollng his con-
victions, and modifymg justice by his own will

If 1n any situation the hemt ware maccessible to
maligmty, 1t might be supposed to be sufficiently se-
cured by patental 1claion To have voluntarily
become to any bemg the occasion of 1its enistence,

produces
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moduces an obligation to make that existence happy
T'o sce helpless mfancy stretching out her hands, 'and
pouring out her crics m testimony of Elepmdence,
without any powers to alarm jealousy, or anv guilt to
alienate affection, must swely awaken tenderness m
every human mmd, and tenderness once exated will
be hourly weieased by the natural contagron of fe-
haty, by the repercussion of communicated pleasure,
bv the consciousness of the dignity of benefaction
I behieve no generous or benevolent man ¢an see the
silest ammal courtmg hisirerwrd, and shnnkiny at
his anger, playing b, gunbols of«delight befoie
Jim, calling on um n distiess, and flymgito him m
danger, without more hmdness than he can persuade
himself to feel for_the wild and unsocial imhabitants
of the air and water 'We naturallv endear tos our-
selves those to whom we unput any hind of pleasure,
because we mmagme therr affection and esteen: sccured
to us by the benefits which they recene
There 1s ndeed another method by which the
pride of supurtonty mav be hhewise graufied + He
that has extingwished 21l the sensatiofs of hunrarity
and has no longer any snbistaction 1n the reflection
that he 15 loved as the distubutor of happmess, may
please Inmself with exciting terour s the mflictor of
pan  he may delight hns solitude with contempliting
the extent of lus power ind the force of his com
mands, 1 mmagming the desires that flutter on the
tongue which 1s foibidden to uiter them, or the dis
content which preys on the heart n wiich fear con
fines it he may amuse himself with new contuv
ances of detection multiplications: of prohibation,
and vaneties of puntshment, and sncll with exulta
tion
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tion when he considers how hittle of the homage that
he 1cceves he owes to choiee

That princes of this chatacter hase been Fnown,
the lustory of all absolute hinzdoms will mformn us,
and since, as Anstotle obetives, 5 Greopit puveyiz,
the gover nment of a_fumly s natwrally monar chical, 1t
is, like other monaichies, too often arthit anly adimm-
stered  The regal and parental tyiant dificr only n
the extent of theh dommions, and the nnmber of
then slaves. The same passions cause the ~ame ni-
sertes , except that seldom any prmce, howaver de-
spotick, has so fai shahcn oft all awe of tie publich
cye, as to ventuic upon those ficahs of mjustice,
which a1e sometunes mdulged under the secicey of a
private dwellmg  Capucious mpinctions, pattial de-
cistons, uncqual allotments, distiibutions ot 1ewand,
not by ment, but by fancy, and pumshments, recu-
lated not by the degice of the oflence, but by the
humow of the judge, me too fiequent where no powes
is known but that of a father

That he dehghts m the misery of others, no man
will confess, and yet what other motive can makhe a
father cruel » The kg may be mnstigated by one nian
to the destruction of another, he may somctimes think
limself cndangered by the vntues of a subject, he
may diead the successful general o the popular
orator, Ihis avaiice may pomt out golden confisca-
tions , and his guilt may whisper that e can only be
secure by cutting off all power of 1evenge

But what can a patent hope fiom the oppicssion of
those who weie born to Ius protection, of those who
can distwb him with no competition, who can en-
nich him with no spoils? Why cowards mec ciuel

may
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may be easily discovered, but for what reason, not
more mfamous than conardice, can that man delight
m oppression who has nothing to fear?

The unjustifiable seventy of a parent 1s loaded with
this aggravation, that those whom he mjures are al-
ways  bio sight  The myustice of a punce 15 often
exercised upon those of whom he never had any per-
sonal or particular knowledge, and the sentence
which he pronounces, whether of banishment, im-
prisonment, or death, removes from s view the
man whom he condemns But the domestich op-
pressor dooms himself to gaze upon those faces which
he clouds wath terrour and with sorrow, and beholds
every moment the effects of bis onn barbanities  He
that can bear to gwve continual pamn to those who
swround him, and can walk with satisfaction mn the
gloom of his own presence, he that can see submis-
sive misery without relenting and meet without emo-
tion the eye that inplores mercy, o1 demands justice,
will scarcely be amended by remonstrance or admo
nition, he has found means of stoppiag tle ayenues
of tenderness, and arming is heart agawst the force
of reason

Lven though no conmderation should be pard to
the great law of social beings, by which every ndy
vidual 15 commanded to consult the happiness of
others, yet the harsh parentis less to be vindicated
than any other criminal, because he less provides fou
the happiness of hinself Lvery man, however little
he loves others, would willngly be loved, every
man hopes to live long and therefore hopes for that
time at which he shall smh back to inbeciity, and
must depend for ease and cheerfulness upon the offi

VoL VI E clausness
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cousness of others. DBut how has he obviated the
inconvenicncies of old age, who alienates fiom Jim
the assistance of his childien, and whose bed must be
surrounded 1n the last hours, in the hows of languor
and dejection, of impatience and of pam, by strangers
to whom Ins life 1s mdifferent, or by enemies to whom
his death 15 desrable?

Piety will mdeed in good minds overcome provo-
cation, and those who have been haiassed by brutality
will forget the injuties which they have suffered, so
far as to perform the last dutics wath alaciity and zeal
But swely no resentment can be equally painful with
Jundness thus undeseived, nor can severer pumshment
be imprecated upon a man not wholly lost in meanness
and stupidity, than, thiough the tediousness of de-
crepitude, 10 be ieproached by the kindness of lus
own children, to reccaive not the tiibute but the ahns

of attendance, and to owe every relief of us miseries,
not to gratitude but to mercy.
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Nump 149 Tuespay, August 20, 1751,

Quod non sit Pylades hoc tempore non sit Orestes
Miraris® Pylades Marce bibebat 1dem

Nec mehor pams, turdusve dabatur Orest:
Sed par  atque eadem cena duobus erat

Te Cadmaa Tyros me pingurs Gallia vestst
Vs te purpureum Marce sagatus amem?

Ut prastem Pyloden aliquis mike prastet Orestem
Hoc non fit verbis  Marce, ut amerss, ama

Mart VI 11

You wonder now that no man sees

Such friends as those of ancient Greece
Here lay the point——0Orestes” meat

Was just the same his friend did eat

Nor can 1t yet be found s wine

Vias better Pylades than thine

In home-spun russet I am drest

Your cloth 13 always of the best

But honest Marcus 1f you please

To chuse me for your Pylades '
Remember words dlone are vain
Love~——if you woud be lov d again F Lewis

To the RAN(BLER
SIR,

O depravity of the mind has been more fre
quently or justly censured than grtitude
There 15 mdeed sufficient reason for looking on
those that can return evil tor good and repay hind
ness and assistance with hatred or neglect, a» corrupt
ed beyond the common degrees of wichedress, nor
will he, who has once been clearly detected 1 acts
L2 . of
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of injmy to his bencfactor, deserve to be numbered
among social beings, he has endeavoured to destroy
confidence, to inteicept sympathy, and to tuin every
man’s attention wholly on lhimsclf.

There is always danger Iest the honest abhorience
of a cuume should raise the passions with too much
violence agamnst the man to whom 1t is inputed. In
propoition as gult is more enoimous, 1t ought to be
ascertamed by stionger evidence. The charge against
ingratitude 1s very gencral , almost every man can tell
what favowms he has conferied upon msensibility, and
how much happiness he has bestowed without 1ctuin;;
but perhaps, if these pations and protectors were
confronted with any whom they boast of having be-
friended, 1t would often appear that they consulted
only then pleasure or vamty, and iepaid thecmselves
thewr petty donatives by giatifications of nsolence and
indulgence of contempt

It has happened that much of my ume has been
passed m a dependent state, and conscquently I have
rccetved many favours in the opuion of those at whose
expense [ have been maintamed , yet I do not fecl in
my heart any burming gratitude or tumultuous affec-
tion; and, as I would not willmgly suppose myself
less susceptible of virtuous passions than the rest of
mankind, I shall lay the listory of my hfe before
you, that you may, by your judgment of my conduct,
either 1efoum, or confirm, my present sentiments

My father was the second son of a very ancient and
wealthy family. He mained a lady of equal bnth,
whose fortune, joined to.lus own, might have sup-
ported s postenty m honour; but bemg gay and
ambitious, he prevailed on lus frlends to procure him

2 a post,
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n post, wnch gave lim an epportuntty of displaying
his €legance and politeness My mother was equally
pleased with splendour, and equnlly careless of cx-
pense, they bbth Justified their profusion to them-
selves, by endeavouring to believe 1t necessary to the
extension of their acquamntance, and mprovement of
their wnterest, and whenever any place became va-
cant, they expected to be repaid  In the mudst of
these hopes my father was snatched away by an apo
plexy , and my mother, who had no pleasuie but i
dress, equipage, assemblies, and comphiments, find-
g that she could hve no longer m her accustomed
ranh, such mto dejection, and m two years wore out
her life with envy and discontent

I was sent with a sister, one year younger than my-
self, to the elder brother of my father We were not
yet capable of observing how much fortune mnfluences
affection, but flattered ourselves on the 1oad with the
tenderness and regard with which we should be tieated
by our uncle  Our reception was rather frigid than
malignant, we were troduced to our young cou
sins, and for the first month more frequently consoled
than upbruded but m a short time we found our
prattle repressed our dress neglected, our endear-
ments unregarded, and our requests referred to the
househeeper !

The forms of decency nwere now violated, and every
day produced new msults We were soon brought
to the necessity of receding from our imagimed equa-
Ity wath our cousins, to whom we sunh mto humble
compamons without choice or mfluence, expected
only to echo thew opmions, facibitate ther desires,
and accompany their yambles It was unfortunate

L3 that
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that our early mtioduction mto polite company, .and
habitial knowledge of the aits of cwvility, had given
us such an appearance of superiority to the awkward
bashfulness of om relations, as naturally drew respect
and preference from every stranger; and my aunt
was forced to assert the dignity of her own children
while they were sculking 1 coineis for fear of notice,
and hanging down their heads m silent confusion, by
relating the mdiscretion of our father, -displayng her
own kindness, lamenting the misery of birth without
estate, and declaring her anxiety for our future pro-
vision, and the expedients which she had foimed
to secure us from those follies or crimes, to which
the conjunction of pride and want often gives occa-
sion In a short time caie was taken to prevent
such vexatious mistakes, we were told, that fine
clothes would only fill our heads with™ false expecta-
tions, and our dress was therefore accommodated to
our fortune :

Childhood 1s not easily dejected or mortified. We
felt no lasting pain from msolence or neglect; but
finding that we were favoured and commended by all
whose mterest did not prompt them to discountenance
us, preserved our vivacity and spnit to years of greater
sensibihty It then became irksome and disgusting
to live without any principle of action but the will of
another, and we often met privately in the garden
to lament owt condition, and to ease our heaits
with mutual narratives of capiice, peevishness, and
afliont. .

There are mnumerable modes of insult and tokens
of contempt, for which 1t 1s not easy to find a name,
which vamsh to nothing 1 an attempt to describe

them,
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them, and yet may, by continual repetition, mahe
day pass after day in sorrow and in terrour  Phrases
of cursory compliment and established salutation may,
by a different modulation of the voice, or cast of the
countenance, convey contrwry meanmgs, and be
changed fiom ndications of respect to expressions
of scorn The dependant who cultivates delicacy n
himself, very hittle consults his onn trinquility My
unhappy vigilance 1s every moment discovermg some
petulnce of accent, or arrogance of mien some ve-
hemence of mterrogation, or quichness of reply, that
recals my poverty to my mnd, and which I feel more
acutely, as I know not how to resent 1t

You are not, however, to imagne, thatI think my-
self dischaiged from the duties of gratitude, only be-
cause my relations do not adjust their loohs, or tune
their vorces to my expectation  The msolence of
benefaction termnates not m negative rudcness or
obliquities of insult T am often told 1n express terms
of the museries from which chanty has snatched me,
while multitudes are suffered by ielanons equally near
to devolve upon the parish, and have more than once
heard 1t numbered among other favours that I am
admitted to the same table with my cousins

That I sit at the fivst table I must achnowledge,
but I sit there only that T may feel the stngs of m
feronty My enquinies are neglected, my opimon
15 overborn, my assertions are controverted and, as
msolence always propagates itself, the servants over-
look me, in mmtation of thewr master 1f I call mo-
destly, I am not heard, if loudly, my usurpation of
authority 1s checked by < general fronn Y am often
ubliged to look umnvited upon delicactes, and some-
times desired to rise upon very shght pretences

L4 The
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The incivilities to which I am exposed would give
me less pain,. where they not aggravated by the tears
of my sister, whom the young ladies are hourly tot-
menting with every art of feminine persecution As
it 1s said of the supreme magistiate of Fenice, that he
isa prince in one place and a slave m another, my
sister 18 a servant to her cousins mn their apaitments,
and a companion only at the table. Her wit and
beauty diaw so much regard away fiom them, that
they never suffer her to appear with them 1n any place
where they solicit notice, or expect admiration, and
when they are wisited by neighbouring ladies, and
pass therr hours i domestick amusements, she is
sometimes called to fill a vacancy, insulted with
contemptuous freedoms, and dismissed to her needle,
when her place 1s supplied The heir has of late,
by the mstigation of his sisters, begun to harass her
with clownish joculaiity ; he seems mclined to make
lis fust rude essays of waggery upon her; and by
the conmvance, if not encouragement, of his father,
fieats her with such hcentious brutahty, as I cannot
bear, though I cannot pumsh 1t

I beg to be mformed, Mr. RAMBLER, how much
we can be supposed to owe to beneficence, exeited
on terms like these? to beneficence which pollutes its
gifts with contumely, and may be truly said to pander
to pride? I would willingly be told, whether inso-
lence does not reward its own Iiberalities, and whe-
ther he. that exacts servility can, with justice, at the
same time, expect affection?

Iam, SIR, &c
HYPERDULUS.
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Numn 150 SaTurDAY, Adugust 24, 1751

O munera nondum
Intellecta Detim ! Luca™

———Thou chiefest good"
Bestowd by Heav'n, but seldom understood Rowg

S daily experience mahes 1t evident that musfor-
tunes are unavordably intadent to human hfe,
that calamity will nevher be repelled by fortitude,
nor escaped by flight, neither awed by greatness,
nor eluded by obscurity, philosophers have endea-
voured to reconcile us to that conditionh which they
cannot teach us to mend, by persuading us that most
of our evils are made afflictive only by 1ghorance or
perverseness, and that nature has annexed to every
wiassitude of external circumstances some advantage
sufficent to overbalance all its mconvenencies
This attemptmay, perhaps be justly suspected of
resemblance to the practice of physicians, who, when
they , cannot mitigate pam destroy sensibality, and
endeavour to conceal by opiates, the mefficacy of their
other medicines  The panegyrists of calamty have
more frequently guned applause to their wit, than
acquiescence to their arguments nor has 1t appeared
that the most musical oratoiy or subtile ratigeination
has becn able long to overpover the angwsh of op
pression, the tediousness of languor, or the Jongings
of want
Yet,
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Yet, it may be generally remarked, that, where
much has been attempted, something has been per-
formed ; though the discoveiles or acquisitions of
man aie not always adequate to the expeetations of
his pride, they are at least sufficient to amimate
his mdusiry The antidotes with which philosophy
has medicated the cup of life, though they can-
not give it salubuty and sweetness, have at least
allayed 1its bitterness, and contempered 1ts malig-
mty ; the balm which she diops upon the wounds of
the mind abates then pamn, though 1t cannot heal
thens .

By suffering willingly what we cannot avoid, we
secure ourselves from vain and immoderate disquict ;
we preserve for better pmiposes that stiength which
would be unprofitably wasted in wild efforts of des-
peration, and mamntain that circumspection which
may enable us to seize every support, and mpiove
every alleviation. This calmness will be more easily
obtamed, as the attention 13 moie powerfully with-
diavn from the contemplation of unmingled wn-
abated evil, and diveited to those accidental benefits
which prudence may confer on every state.

Seneca has attempted, not only to pacify us m nus-
fortane, but almost to allure us to 1t, by representing:
it as necessary to the pleaswmes of the mind  He that
never was acquamnted with adversity, says he, has secn
the world but on one side, and s iguorant of half the
scenes of natwre He mvites us pupil to calamty,
as the Syrens allured the passenger to then coasts,
by promising that he shall retmin maéove 6dds, with
increase of knowledge, with enlarged views, and
multiphed 1deas.

Cuiosity
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Cunosity 15, m great and generous minds, the first
passion and the last, and perhaps always predom
nates m proportion to the strength of the contempla-
twve faculttes He who easily comprehends all that
15 before im, and soon exhausts any single subject,
s alnays eager for new enquiries, and, n proportion
as the mtellectual eye takes in a wider prospect, it
must be gratified with varety by more rapid fights,
and bolder excursions, nor perhaps can there be
proposed to those who have been accustomed to the
pleasures of thought, a more powerful mcitement to
any undertahing, than the hope of filling their fancy
with new mnages of clearmg their doubts, and en-
Iightening their reason

When Jason, m Valerus Tlaccus, would 1inchine
the young prince Acastis to accompany him m the
first essay of navigation, he disperses hus apprehen
sions of danger by representations of the new tracts
of earth and heaven, which the expediion would
spread before their eyes, and tells lum with what
gref he will hear, at their return, of the countries
which they shall have seen, and the tods which they
have surmounted

O gquantum terre quantum cognoscere celt
Permssum est | pelagus quantos aperimus in usus’
Nunc forsan grave rerts opus  sed lata recurret
Cum ratis & caram cum jam sk 1eddet Tolcon

Quus pudor keu nostros tiby tunc au Lire labores 7
Quam referam tuas tua per suspira gentes !
Led by our stars what tracts inmense we trace!
From eas remote what tunds of science raise !
A pan to thought! but when th heroich band
. Returns applauded to their native lund
A life domestick you will then deplore
And sih while I 'deseribe the vanous shore  Low Cave.

Acastus
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Acastus was soon prevailed upen by his curosity to
set rocks and hardships at defiance, and commit his
life to the winds , and the same motives have, in all
ages had the same effect upon those whom the desire
of fame or wisdom has distinguished fiom the lower
orders of mankind., ~

If, theiefore, it can be proved that distress is neces-
sary to the attamment of knowledge, and that a
happy situation hides from us so large a part of the
field of meditation, the envy of many who repine at
the sight of affluence and splendour will be much di-
minshed , for such 1s the dehight of mental supe-
riority, that none on whom nature or study have
conferred it, would puichasc the gifts of fortune by
its loss.

It 1s certaln, that however the rhetorick of Seneca
may have dressed adveisity with extrinsick ornaments,
he has justly 1epresented 1t as affording some oppor-
tunities of observation, which cannot be found in con-
tmual success; he has tiuly asseited, that to escape
musfortune .s to want instruction, and that to live at
gase is to live n 1gnorance

As no man can enjoy happincss without thinking
that he enjoys 1t, the expericnce of calamty 1s nc-
cessary to a juslt sense of better fortune, for the
good of our present state 1s merely comparative, and
the ewil which every man feels will be sufficient
to disturb and harass lum, if he does not know
how much he escapes The lustrc of diamonds is
imvigorated by the interposition of darker bodies;
the lights of a picture aie cieated by the shades.
The highest pleasure which nature has indulged
to sensitive peiception, 1s that of rest afler fatigue;

yet,
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yet, that state which Inbour heightens mnto dehghy,
15 of itself only case, and 1s mcapable of satfying
the mind without the superaddition of dwersified
amusements

Prosperity, as 1s truly asserted by Sereca, very
much obstructs the knowledge of ourselves No
man can form a just estmate of his own powers
by unactive speculation That fortitude which has
encountered no dangers, that prudence which has
surmounted no difficulties, that mtegrty wiich has
been attacked by no temptations, can at best be
considered but as gold not yet brought to the test,
of which therefore the true value cannot be assigned
He that traverses the lists without an adversary, may
recerve, says the philosopher, the reward of wictory,
but he has no pret to the h If it be the
hizhest happiness of man to contemplate hunself with
satfaction, and to recewve the gratulations of his
ewn conscience, he whose courage bas made way
amdst the turbulence of opposition, and whose vigour
has brohen through the snares of distress, has many
advantages over those that have slept in the shades of
mdolence, and whose retrospect of time can entertam
them with nothmg but day nsing upon day, and year
Shiding after year

Lqually necessary 1s some variety of foitune to a
nearer mspection of the manners, principles, and
affections of menkind Pinces when they would
know the opmons or grievances of therr subjects
find 1t necessary to steal away from guards and at
tendants, and mihgle on equal terms amony the
people  To lum who 15 known to have the power

of




62 THE RAMBLER N° 150.

of doing good or harm, nothing 1s shown m its
natwal form. The behaviour of all that approach
him is 1egulated by his humour, thewr naratives
are adapted to lns mclation, and their reasomings
determined by is opmons; whatever can alaim
suspicion, or cxcite 1esentment, 1s carefully sup-
pressed, and nothing appeais but umfoimity of senti-
ments and aidow of affectton It may be observed,
that the unvaiied complaisance which ladies have the
right of exactmng, keeps them geneially unskilled n
human natwe, prospeuty will always enjoy the
female prerogatives, and thereiore must be always n
danger of female ignorance Tiuth 1s scaicely to be
heard, but by those fiom whom 1t can serve no
interest to conceal 1t.
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Nums 15: Tuespay, Adugust 27, 1751

Aups & arfge-
Te Qete  aurhe &b
« ag Spnros xptparra
Tobr & apixarer 1oty
“Ore 1or xas or TIAIU-
% Qegratar ardy Tuxty Prvpar.
But wrapt 1n error 1s the human mind
And human bliss1 ever insecure
Know we what fortune yet remains behind?
Know we how long the present shall endure?  Wear

THE writers of medicne and physiology have
traced, with great appearance of accuracy, the

effects of time upon the human body, by marhmng
the varous periods of the constitution, and the
several stages by which ammal hfe makes its pro
gress from wmfancy to decrepitude  Though thew
observations have not enabled them to discover how
manhood may be accelerated, or old age retarded,
yet surely, if they be considered only as the amuse-
ments of curiosity, they are of equal impoitance with
conjectures on things more rcmote, with catalogues
of the fixed stars, and calculations of the bulk of
planets

It had been a task worthy of the moral philosophers
to have considcred with equal care the chimnctercls
of the mnd, to have ponted out the time at which
every passion begins and ceases to predommate, and
noted the regular vaxiations of desire, and the succes
sion of one appetite to another

The
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The periods of mental change arc not to be stated
with equal ceitainty, our bodics giow up under the
caic of nature, and depend so hittle on our own ma-
nagement, that something more than neghgence is ne-
cessmy to discompose their structure, o1 unpede their
vigour. But our minds are committed in a great
measure fust to the direction of others, and after-
wairds of ourselves. It would be difficult to protract
the weakness of infancy beyond the usual tume, but
the mind may be very casily hindered fiom its <haie
of improvement, and the bulk and stiength of man-
hood must, without the assistance of education and
instruction, be informed only with the understanding
of a child.

Yet, amidst all the disorder and incquality which
variety of discipline, ecxample, conversation, und
employment, produce in the intellectual advances of
diffaent men, there is stll discovered, by a vigilant
spectator, such a general and remote similitude, as
may be eapected in the same common natme af-
fected by esternal circumstances mdefinitely varied
We all enter the waild m cqual ignorance, gase
round about us on the same objects, and have owt
first pains and pleasures, our fist hopes and fears,
ow first aversions and desites, fiom the same causes ;
and though, as we proceed farther, hfe opens wider
prospects to owm view, and accidental mmpulses de-
termine us to different paths, yct as cvery mind,
however vigorous or abstiacted, 1s necessitated, in its
present state of union, to receive its informations,
and execute its purposes, by the intcrvention of the
body, the uniformity of our coiporeal natwie com-

municates itself to our intellectual operations, and
thosc
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those whose alutics o1 knowledge incline them
most to deviate from the general round of hfe, are
1ecalled fiom eccentricity by the laws of then ewst
ence

Ifwe consder the exercises of the mind, it will
be found thit mn exch part of Iife some particelar
faculty 15 morc emmently employed When the
treasures of hnowledge are fust opened before us,
while novelty blooms alihe on either hand, and every
thing equally unknown and unexamined seems of
cqual value, the power 'of the soul 1s puncipally ex-
cried m a'vivacious and desultory cmiosity  She
wpphes by turns to every object, enjoys 1t for a short
time, and flies with equdl ardow to another She
dehghts to catch up loose and unconnected 1deas,
but starts away from systems and complitations,
which would obstruct the rapidity of her transitions,
and detan her long 1n the sume pursmt ! :

When o number of distinct unages are 'collected
by thest. ertatick wd hasty surveys  the fancy 15 bu-
sied 1 arrwngng them, and combmes th~m mto
pleasmig pictures with more resemblance to the realt-
ties of life as experience advances, and new obsei-
vations rectfy the former Whie the judgment 1s
yet umnformed, and unable to compue the diaughts
of fiction with ther ongmals we are dehghted with
unprobible adventures, unpracticable vntues  and
munitible characters  But 1 propottion as we hue
more opportunities of acquunting ourselves with
Inmg mture we are sooncr disgusted with copies
m winch thae appers no iceembluce’ We fust
discmd ebsurdity wnd 1mpossibihty, then extct greater
and greatcr degiees of probability, but at 1ast become

Vor VI 1 cold
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cold and insensible to the chaims of falschood, how-
ever specious, and, fiom the nmtations of tiuth, which
aic never pafect, transfer ow affection to tiuth 1t-
self.

Now commences the 1c1gn of judgment o1 rea<on ;
we begin to find hittle plcasurc but 1n comparing argu-

ments, stating propositions, disentanghng peiplexi-
ties, clemimg ambigwties, and deucmg conse-
quences  The pamted vales of imagmation arc de-
saited, and ow intellectual activity 15 exerased in
winding thiough the labyimths of fallacy, and toiling
with fim and cautious steps up the naitow tacts of
demonstration ~ Whatever may lull vigilance, or
muslead attcution, 1s contemvtuouslv iejected, and
evely disguise in which enromr may be concealed, 1s
carefully obseived, till, by degiees, a certam number
of mcontestable or unsuspected proposttions aic esta-
blished, and at last concatenated mto arguments, or
compacted mto systems,

At length weainess succceds to labows, and the
mmd lies at casc m the contemplation of her own
attamments, without any desire of new conquests ot
excursions  This 1s the age of 1ccollection and nar-
rative, the opmions aie scttled, and thic avenucs of
apprehension shut agamst any new mtelhgence, the
«days that aie to follow must pass ni the mculcation
of piecepts alieady collected, and asscition of tenets
alieady 1eccived , nothing 1s henceforward so odious
as opposition, so msolent as doubt, o1 so dangeious
as novelty.

In hihe manner the passions uswip the sepaate
command of the successive periods of ife  To the
happmess of our first yeais nothmg moie seecms ne-

cessary>~

o0
"N
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cessary than freedom fiom restrant  Iiery man may
remember that 1if he was left to lumeelf, and indulged
n the disposal of lus own tume, he was once content
without the superaddition of any actual pleasure  The
new world 15 itself = banquet, and, till we have ex-
haustedithe fresl ne.s of lite, we have always about us
sufficient gratifications  the sunshine quichens us to
play, and the shade mvites us to sleep

But we <oon become unsntisfied with negatne fe
haty, and arc sohcited by our senses and appetites
to ‘more powerful delishts, as the taste of him who
has satisfied his hunger must be exaited by artifictal
stimulations  The sunphaty of natural amusement
15 now past, and art and contrivance must mmprovc
our pleasurcs, but, m time, art, lihe nature, 15 v
hausted, and the senses can no longer supply the
cravings of the mtellect

The attention 15 then tiasferred fron pleasure to
mterest, m which pleasure 15 perbaps  ncluded,
though diffused to a wider estent, and proticted
through new gradations Nothing now dances be
Jore the eyes but wealth and power, vor ungs m the
ear, but the voice of fame, weilth, to+ luch, how
ever varouly denemmatid, every maen A% Sowe v
or other aspires, power, which all wih to obtan
within therr arcle of acton, and fame, whien no
man, however high or meen, nowever wie o1 iguo
rant, was yet able to despiee Now prudence and
foresight exert their mfluence  No hour 15 desoted
wholly to ny present enjoyment, no act o putpose
termmates m 1t elf, but every motion 15 1cfenned to
some distant end, the accompli hment of anc de-

F2 siqn
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sign begms another, and the ultunate wish 1s always
pushed off to its former distance

At length fame 1s obsaived to be uncertain, and
power to be dangeious, the man whose vigom and
alaciity begm to forsake him, by degiees contiacts
his designs, 1emits his former multipheity of pur-
suits, and extends no longer s regaid’to any other
honowm than the 1eputation of wealth, or any other
mfluence than his power  Avaiice 1s generally the
last passion of those lives of which the fiist pait has
been squandcred m pleasuie, and the second devoted
to ambition Ie that smks under the fatigue of
getting wealth, lulls Ins age with the milder busmess
of saving 1t

I have m this view of hfc considered men as acta-
ated only by natmal desnes, and yielding to then own
ichnations, withoutiegard to superiowm pimciples, by
which the toice of external agents may be counteracted,
and the tempoiary prevalence of passions 1cstiamned.
Nature will ndeed always opeiate, human desires
will be always ranging, but these miotions, though
very powerful, are not icsistless, natme may be 1c-
gulated, and desires goveined , and, to contend with
the piedominance of successive passions, to be en-
dangered fust by one affection, and then by anothe,
15 the condition upon which we aie to pags our time,
the time of our preparation for that state which shall

pitt an end to esperiment, to disappomntment, and to
change .
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Nume 122  Sarurpay, Adugust 31, 1751

Tristia masturt
¥ ultum verba decent v atum plena nunarur: Ion

Dh astrous words can best di aster show
Inangry phrase the an_ry passions glow Evruiiston

13 IT was the wicdom  says Seneca, *of ancient
“ times, to consider what 1s most useful as most,
“llustrious  If this rule be wpphed to works of
gens, scarcely any species of composttion deseries
more to be cultnated thn the epistolary style, smnce
none 1> of mote v rtous o1 frequent u ¢, through the
whole subordmation of human hite
It has yet happened that, unong the munerous
wniters which our mation bt produccd, equal per-
haps always m force wd gens, and of late n ele
gance and ey to those of any other country,
svery few hwve endewoured to distingwish themsclves
hy the publicition of letters, except such as were
wiitten i the dischr_e of pubhiel  trusts, and durmg
the trinsaction of gt affurs  which, though they
aftord precedents to the nmmster, und memornids to
the historamn, are of no use 1s examples of the fumlng
style o1 models of prvate cotiespontdence
If 1t be mquied by foragnas how this defic
ency his happinud m the hterwse of a country,
wheic all indul_e themselses with so httle danger m
spething ard whiun,  mayy we not without either
bigotry o1 urogce mform thew, that 1t nust be
15 unputed
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imputed to our contempt of tifles, and our duc
sensc of the digmty of the publick? We do not think
it 1casonable to fill the woild with volumes fiom
which notlang can be learned, nor expect that the
employments of the busy, o1 the amusements of the
gay, should gne way to nanatnes of our pivate af-
fans, complaints of absence, expiessions of fondness,
or declarations or fidehty
A shght peiusal of the mnumeaiable letters by
which the wits of Iy ance have signahized their names,
will prove that other nations need not be discouraged
from the hike attempts by the consciousness of mabi-
lity , for swmely 1t 1s not very difficult to aggravate
tufimg  musfortuncs, to magmfy famhar ncadents,
repeat adulatory professions, accumulate seivile hy-
perboles, and produce all that can be found in the
despicable 1emains of Forture and Scar ron
Yet, as much of hfe must be passed 1n affans con-
siderable only by their frequent occurrence, and
much of the plecasure which our condition allows,
must be produced by giving elegance to trifles,
1t 1s necessary to learn how to become httle without
becoming mean, to mamtain the necessary nter-
course of civibty, and fill up the vacwties of actions
by agreeable appeaiances. It had theicfme been
of advantage, 1f such of our writers as have excelled
m the art of decorating msignificance, had supphed
us with a few salhes of mnocent gayety, cffusions of
honest tendemess, or exclcunatmns of unimpoitant
hurry
. Precept has generally been posterior to perform-
ancc The art of composing works of gemwus has
never been taught but by the example of those who
performed
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performed st by naturl vigour of anagmation, and
rectitude of judament  As we hue few letters, we
have likewise few cnticisms upon the epistolary style
The observation with which /7 ek has antroduced
Lus pages of mamity, are such as gue him hittle clum
to the rank assigned hun by Dryden among the cri
tichs  Letters, <ays he, are mtended as 1esemblances
of concersation, and the chif crcellencies of conver sa-
tion me good humour and good biceding  Ihis ree
marh, cqually valuable for its nevelty and propricty,
he dilates and enforces with an appearance of com
}lete acquiescence i his own discovery

No man was ever in doubt about the fmoral quali-
ties of a letter It has been always hnown that he
who endenpurs to plewe must appear plewed, and
he who would not provehe 1udeness must not practisc
it But the question amang those who establish
rules for an cpstolary performance 1 how gayety or
enility may be properly expressed, as among the
critichs 1 lnstory 1t 1s not contested whether tiuth
ought to be prescived, but by what mode of digtion 1¢
15 best adorhed

As letters are written on all subjects, m all states
of mind, they canot be properly rcduced to settied
rules or descubed by any single charactestich,
and we miy safly discntangle our nunds fiom
catical embarmssments, by detenmping that a let-
ter has no peeubnnty but its form, and thit no
thing 15 to be refused admssion, which would be
proper m any other method of ticiting the same
subject  The qualities of the cpistolny style most
frequently required  are case and simpheity, 1n even
flow of ynlaboured diction, and mn artless i nge-

14 * ment



Vi THE RAMBLER. N° 152.

ment of obvious sentiments  Dut these directions are
no sooner applied to use, than ther scantiness and
impeifection become evident  Letters we witten
to the great and to the mean, to the learned and the
ignotant, at 1cst and m disticss, m sport and m pas-
sion. Nothing can be moic improper than ease and
laxity of expression, when the impoitance of the sub-
ject mmpresses sohcitude, or the dignity of the peison
exacts 1everence.

That lctters should be witten with strict con-
foimity to natuie 1s ttue, because nothing but con-
formily to natwie can mahe any composition beauti-
ful o1 just  Dut 1t 15 natural to depart from fam-
haity of language upon occasions mnot famiha,
Whatever clevates the sentiments will  consequently
raise the eapiession, whatever fills us with hope o1
teriom, wil produce some perturbation of 1mages
and some figmative distortions of praice.  Wherever
e arc studious to please, we are afiaid of tiusting
our {iist thoughts, and endeavow to 1ccommend our
opimion by studied ornaments, accuracy of mecthod,
and elcgance of style

If the personages of the comick scene be allowed
by Horace 1o 1a1sc then language m the tiansports of
anger to the tuigrid vehemence of tiagedy, the episto-
lary witet may hhewise without censuie comply
with the varietics of his,matter  If gicat events me
to be rclated, he may with all the solemmty of an
Ihlstorlan deduce them fiom “then causes, connect
them with thewr concomtants, and tiacc them to
then conscquences + It a disputed position is to be
established, o1 a 1cmote prmeple to be mvestigated,
he may detall his 1ecasonings with all the micety of

syllo-
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syllogstich method  If A menace 15 to be werted,
or a benefit inplored he may, without any violtion
of the edicts of criticism, call every power of rhetorich
to hus assistance, awnd try every mlct 2t wiich love or
pity enters the heart

Letters that have no other end than the entertun
ment of the correspondents e more propeily tegt -
Jated by enitical precepts, because the matter and style
arc equally arbitrary, and rules are more necessais,
as there 15 2 larger power of choice  In letters of
ths kmd some congene art graceful, and others
think negligence amiable, some model them by the
sonnet, and will allow them no means of delizhting
but the soft lapse of calm melhfluence, others adjust
them by the e¢pigram, and espect pomted sentences
and forcible periods The one party considers cx-
emption from faults as the height of excellence the
other Jooks upon neglect of execllunce as the most dis
gusting fault one avoids censwie, the other aspnes
to praise one 1s 2lways m danger of msipidity, the
other contmually on the bink of affectition

When the subject has no mttmsick digmty 1t must
necessarily owe its attinctions to artificial embellish
ments, and may catch 1t 2l advantages which the art
of wrting can supply He that, hke Pluy sends
s fricnd 2 portion for his daughta, will, without
Phnys eloquence o1 address fiid means of excitme
mantude, and securing acceptance, but he that baz
no present to mahe but a gwland, a nbon or some

petty cuosity, must endeavour to 1ccommend it by
Jus manner of givmg 1t

The
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"The purpose foi which letters are wittten when no
intetligence 15 communicated, or busmess transacted,
35 to picserve n the minds of the absent ather love
or csicem, to cxcite love we must mmpart pleasuic,
and to 1a1sc estecn we must discover abilitics Plea-
sure will generally be given, as abilities are displayed
by scencs of mmagery, pomts of conceit, uncypected
salhes, and aitful comphiments  Tufles always re-
qure exuberance of ornament, the buldimg which
has no strength can be valued only for the grace of its
decarations  The pehble must be polished with care,
which hopes to be valued as a diamond , and words
aught swely to be labowed, when they are mtended
to stand for things.
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Nvus 155 Turspay, Seplember 3, 1751

Turba Rem sequibur fertunam, ut semper ef odit
Damnatos Juv

The fickl. erond with fortune comes and goes
Yhealth stilf finds followers and musfortune foes,

7o the RAMBLT R,
SIR,

HELRE are occasions on which all apology
15 rudencss  He that has an unwelcome mes-

sage to deliver, may gne some proof of tenderness
and delicacy, by a ccremonil ntroduction and gra-
dual discovery, because the mmd, upon which the
weight of sorrow 1s to fll, gams time for the collec-
tion of its powers, but nothmng is moie absurd than
to delay the communication of pletsuie, to torment
cunosity by impatience, and to delude hope by anp-
cipation

I shall therefore forbear the arts by winch corte
spondents generally secure admussion fou I bave too
long remarked the power of vamty, to doubt that [
shall be read by you with 1+ disposition to appiove,
when I declare that my narratise has no other ten
dency than to illustrate and corroborate yow own
observations

I was the second son of a gentleman, whose patn
mony had been wasted by a long succession of squan

duers,
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derers, till he was unable to support any of Ins chil-
dren, except lis hen, m the hacditary digmty of
idlencss  Bemg thaeictore obliged to employ that pait
of hifc m stady which my progertors had devoted to
the hawk and hound, I was m my cighteenth year
despatched to the umvarsity, without any imal ho-
nows I had ncvar hlled a single woodcock, nor
paitaken one tuumph over a conquered fox
At the wanesity I continued to enlaige my ac-
quisttions with hitle emvy of the noisy happiness which
my clder brother had the {fortune to enjoy, and, hav-
g obtamed my degiee, retued to consider at Jewswe
to what profession T should confine that application
which had Iutherto been dissipated m general know-
ledge  To dehberaic upon a choie which custom
and honour {fo1bid to be 1etiacted, 1s certamly 1eason-
able, yet, 1o et loose the attention equally to the ad-
vantages and mcomeniencies of every emplovinent 1s
not without danger, new motnes aie every moment
-oparating on every <ule, and mechamchs have long
ago discovered, that contiatety of equal attractions 1s
equnalent to 1cst
While I was thus tifling m uncertaints, an old ad-
venturer, who had been once the mtimate firend of
my father, arrnved fiom the Ji-dies with a large fortune;
which be had s0 muach harassed himself m obtamnmg,
that sichness and mfitnmty leit im no other desne
than to dic iy Ins native countiv  Ihis wealth casily
procuted him un msidation 1o pass s hife with us~,
and, bemg mcapable of any amusement but conver-
<ation, he ncecessmly became fanubaiiced to me,
whom he found studious and domestich  Pleased
' with

\



N 153 THE RAMBLEIR 77

with an opportumty of miparting my hnowledge, and
cager of any intelligence that nught merense 1t, I de
lighted Ius curiosity with hi torienl nyrmtnes and ex-
plications of mture, and gritificd s vamty by m-
quiries afier the products of ditnt countrics, and
the customs of thar mbabitnts '

My brother s how much I advanced m the fa
vour of our guest, who, bung without hews, wa ni-
turally expected to ennch the tamily of s fisend, but
never attempted to diarite me, nor to sugt wiate
him elf  Tie was mdeed Itle qualiied to <olicit the
dftection of 1 tremveller for the rumssnces of Iy edu~
cation hd Icit lnm withont any rule of action but his
present humour e often for ook the old entleman
i the md « of an adventure, becnse the hormn sourud
ed m the court yard, tind would hune lost un oppor-
tumty, not only of knowing the history but shirmg
the wealth of the Mogul, tor the trid of a new ponter,
or the sight of u hor e ricc

It was therctore not Jong bcfore om new fricnd de-
clared lus intention of brqaeathing to mo the profts
ot his commace, as the only mn m the fumly by
whom he could capect the n to be 1itonlly enjoyed
Lins distinction drew upon me the vy not only of my
brother bat my fither .

'As no man 1 willmg to believe thit he suffus by
ns own fault, they imputed the pradeienee which I
had obtumed to adulitory complimers, or malymn mt
calummes  fo no pupose did I eall upon my patron
to attest my mnocence, for who will behese what he
wishds to be false? In the heatof disappomtinent they
forced thar mmate by repeated msults to dep ut from

the
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the houre, and I was soon, by the same treatment,
obhged to follow him -

He chose Ins 1estdence n the confines of London,
where rest, tianquihty, and medicine, restored Inm to
part of the health which he had lost I pleased my-
sclf with percerving that T was not hhely to obtan the
immediate posscssion of wealth which no labour of
mine had contiibuted to acquue; and that he, who
had thus distinguished me, might hope to end his hfe
without a total fiustiation of those blessmgs, which,
whatever be then real value, he had sought with so
much dibgence, and pwichased with so many vicssi-
tudes of danger and fatiguc.

He, mdeed, leftme no 1eason to 1epme at lus reco-
very, for he was willing to accustom me carly to the
use of money, and sct aput for my expenses such a
revenue as I had scaicely dared to mmage. I can yet
congratulate myself that {ortunc has scen her golden
cup once tasted without mchriation  Neither my
modesty nor prudence weie ovciwhelmed by afilu-
ence, my clevation was without msolence, and my
expense without piofusion  Ewmploying the influ-
ence which money always confers to the Impiove-
ment of my undastanding, I mmpgled in paitics of
gaycty, and i conferences of lemnmng, appeared in
cvery place where mstuction was to be found, and
imagined that, by 1anging thiough all the diversities of
hfe, I had acquantcd mysclf fully with buman na-
ture, and learned'all that was to be known of the ways
of men

It happened, however, that I soon discovered how
much was wanted to the completion of my know-

ledge,
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ledge, and found that, according to Senecas remarh,
1 had hitherto scen the world but on one side  Aly
patrons confidence mnhus ncrease of strength tempt-
ed him to carclesness and wwregularty, he caught
1 fever by niding m the run, of which he died de-
lirious on the third dav I bued him without any
of the herrs affected gricf or seciet exultntion, then
preparmg to tahe a legal possession of huy fortune,
T opened Ius closet, where I found a will, madeat lus
first arrnval, by which my father was appomted the
chief inheritor, and nothng was left me but a legrwcy
sufficient to support me 1 the prosecution of my
studies .
+ I had not yet found such charms m pio penty as
to contmue 1t by any acts bf forgery o1 myustice, and
made haste to mform my father of the riches which
had been given him, not by the picference of kind-
ness, but by the delays of ndolence and cowardice
of e The hungry family flew lihe vultmies on
then prey, and soon made my disappointinent publich
by the tumult of then claims, and the splendour of
then sorrow

It was now my pait to consmder hov I should re-
pan the diappomtment I cowmd not but tiumph
m my long hist of fricnds, which comprised almost
every name that power o1 hnowledge entitled to emu
nence, and, m the pospect of the mnumerable roads
to honour and preferment which I had lud open to
myself by the wise we of temporary uiches, I beieved
nothing necessary but that I should contmue thit
acquamtance to which I had been so readily admitted
and which bad Intherto been cultinated on both sides
with equal ardour

Tull
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Full of these expectations, I one morning ordered
a chaw, with an mtention to mahe my nsual icle
of moimng vists  Wheie I fust stopped T saw two
footmen lollmg at the door, who told me, without
any change of postme, o1 collection of countenance,
that thewr master was at home, and suffered me to
open the mnar door without aswistance I found my
filend standing, and, as I was tattlng with my former
ficedom, was fonmally mticated to «it down, but
did not stay to be favowed with any further conde-
scensions.

My next expeument was made at the levee of a
<tatcsman, who1ecenved me with an cmbiace of ten-
deincss, that he might with more decency publish
my change of {fortine to the <ycophants about hun.
After he had emjoyed the tiamph of condolence, he
wuncd to 2 wealthy stoch-jobber, and lett me exposed
to the scurn of thoze who had lotely comted my notice,
and sohieried my mrerest

Twas then «et down at the doos of another, who,
upon my entiance, advi~ed me, with gicat <olemmit,y
to-thmk of some scttled provivion {or e T left hmn
and huniied avay to an old fuend, who piolessed
hunself unsuscepuble of any inpressions fiom pros-
paty or nusfortune, and hegeed that he nnght see me
when he wwas moie ot lerrwice

Of sity-ccven doos, at which I knoched in the
first week aiter my appeatance m a mownmg diess,
I was dented admission at {orty-siv, was suficied -at
fowtcen to wail m the outer 100m 4l busmess pas
despatched , at fom, was enteftaned with a few ques-
tions about the weather, at one, heard the footinan
wated for brmgmg my name, and at two was -

12 formed,
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formed, 1n the flow of ¢asual conversition, how much
2 man of rwh degrdes Inmself by mean comprny

My curosity now led me to try what reeeption I
should find among the ladies, but I found that my
patron had carried all my powers of pleasing to the
grave I had formerly been celebrted as a wit, and
not percering any lnguor n my mmagmition, I es
«1yed to revive that gayety which had Intherto brohen
out involuntarily before my sentences were fimshed
My remarks were now heard with a steady counte
nince, and 1f a gl happened to give way to habn
tual merriment, her forsardaess was repressed with
fronn by her mother or her aunt

Wherever I come I scatter mnfirmty and disease ,
every lady whom I meet m the Mall 15 too weary
to walk, all whom I intreat to sing arc troubled wath
colds 1f T propose cards, they are afflicted with the
head ach, f 1 snvte them to the gandens, they can-
not bear a crond

All this nught be endured, but there 1s a cliss of
mortals who tlunk my undeistinding mmpured with
my fortune, exalt themselves to the digmty of advice
and, whenever we 1appen to meet, presume to pre
scribe my conduct, regulate my cconomy, and di
1ect my pursuits  Another race, equally mmpert:
nent and cqually despicable, arc every moment re-
commending to me an attention to my mterest, and
thmh themselves entitled, by their superiour prudence,
to reproach meif I speak or move without regud to
profit

Such, Mr Rambler, 1s the power of wealth, that
it commands the ear of greatness and the eye of
beauty, gives spint to the dull, and authonity to the

VoL VI & timorous,
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timotous, and leaves lnm fiom whom it depats,
without virtue and without undeistanding, the sport
of capiice, the scoff of msolence, the slave of mean-
ness, and the pupil of 1ignorance.

I am, &c

NuMB. 154 Saturpay, September 7, 1751,

1

Tibe res antiqua laundis of aitis
Aggredwr, sanctos ausus 1culudere fontes Vire.

Tor thee my tuneful accents will T raise,
And treat of arts dicclos’d i ancient days,
Once more unloch for thee the sacred sprmg Drypev.

"¢ HE direction of Aiustotle to those that study
politicks, 1s first to caamme and understand
what has been wiitten by the anuents upon govern-
ment, then to cast then eyes round upon the world,
and consider by what causes the prospenty of com-
munitics 1s visibly mwfluenced, and why some aig
worse, and others better admmistered
The same method must be pwsued by him who
hopes to become emment m any other pait of hnow-
ledge. The fiist task 15 to seaich books, the next to
contemplate nature Ile must fast possoss himself
of the ntellectual tieasuies which the diligence of
former ages has accumulated, and then endeavour
to increase them by hus own collcetions
The mental disease of the present generation, 1s
mpatience of study, contempt of the gicat masters

6 - of



13

&

i

M// J(

e ‘
\ > r + ’
Ne 154 TIHIL RAMBLLR 83
of ancient| wisdom, and a disposition to rely “hlully
upon unasLlsted gemus_and mtural sigaat; The
wits of these happy days have dr§cowcred 1 way to
fame, which the dull caution of our labortous ances
tors durst never attempt, they ¢ut the hnots of so
plustey which 1t was formerly the busmess of years to
untie, solve difficulties by sudden irradations of m
tellizence, and comprehend long processes of mgu-
ment by immediate mtwmtion
Men who have flattered themselves mto this opt
mon of thewr own abilities, look down on all who
waste their lives over books, asa race of mferiour
bemgs, condemned by nature to perpetual pupihge
and fruttlessly endeavouring to rumedy ther barren
ness by mecessant cultnation, or succour ther feeble
ness by subsidrary strength  They presume that none
vwould be meie mdusttious thaw they, 1f they were
not more scnsible of deficiencies, and readily con
clude, that he who places no coufidence m lus own
powes, owes s modesty only to his weakness
It 15 however certamn, that no estimate 15 more 1n
danger of erroneous cnlculations than those by wiich
a man computcsfthc Torce of s Gun . genusy It e
nerally happens at our entrance mto 'the woild, that,
by the natural attraction of similitude we associate
with men like ourselves, young spnghtly, and 1gno
rant and rate our accomplshments by comparison
with theirs, when we have once obtamed an acknow
ledged superiority over our acquaintances, magi-
nation and desire easily extend 1t over the rest of
manhind, and if no accident foices us mto new
emulations we grow old, and dic i admiration of
ourselves
G2 Vantty,
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Vanity, thus confimed m her dominion, readily
listens to the voice of 1dleness, and sooths the slum-
ber of hfe with continual dieams of excellence and
greatness. A man, elated by confidence m s na-
tural vigour- of fancy and sagacity of comjecture,
soon concludes that he already possesses whatevel
toil and inquiry can confer. He then listens with
eagerness to the wild objections which folly has
ratsed agamnst the common means of improvement,
talks of the dark chaos of indigested knowledge;
desciibes the nuschievous effects of heterogeneous
sciences feimenting m the mind, 1elates the blune
ders of lettered ignorance, expatiates on the he-
101ck meit of those who deviate fiom piesciiption,
o1 shake off authouty, and gives vent to the mfla-
tions of his heart by declaumng that he owes nothing
to pedants and universities

All these pretensions, however confident, are very
often vam  The laurels which superficial acuteness
gans m tiumphs over ignoiance unsupported by
vivacity, aie obseived by Locke to be lost, whenever
recal leaining and 1ational diligence appear agamst
Tier, the sallies of gayety arc soon repiessed by calm
conﬁdence and the aitifices of subblty are readily
detccted by those, who, having caiefully studied the
question, are not casily confounded or surprised

But, though the contemmer of books had neither
been decelved by others nor limself, and was redlly
born with a genws surpassing the ordinary abiliies of
mankind , yet surely such gits of providence may be
more properly wiged as meitements to labour, than
cncomagements to neghgence Ile that neglects the
cultme of giound naturally fertile, is more shame-
fully

4
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fully culpable, thn he whose ficld would scarcely re-
compense s husbandry

Ciccro remarks, that not to know what has been
transacted 1n tormer tuncs, ls “to contmuc 'xh\a)s i3
chiid  1f no use s madc of the labours of p st ages,
the world must remam always mn the infancy of I now~
led.c The discoveries of every man must ternmnate
i Ins own dvintage, and the studies of every age
be employed on questions which the past generation
had discussed and determmed  We mnay with as
Ittle reproach borrow science as manufactures from
our ancestars, and 1t 1s 1s 17tionl to live 10 caves
till our onwn hands have erccted a palace, as to reject
il hnowledye of architectuie, which our understand-
ngs will not supply

To the stiongest and quichest md it 15 fr easier
to learn than to yvent  Ibe prmaples of anthme
tick and ¢cometry miy be comprehended by a close
attention m 4 few due  yet who em flatter himeelf
that the study of 1 long lfe would have enabled lum
to diccover them, when he sees them yet unknown to
50 many nations, whom hu emnot suppose less libe
rally endoved with mitur1) reason  than the Grecias
or I gyptians®

Lvery science was thus far advanced towuds per
fection, by the cmnilous dihgence of contemnporary
students, and the giadual discoveres of one age un-
proving on another  Sometimes uncxpected flashes
of mstruction waic struel  out by the fortuitous col-
hision of happy maudents o1 au mnvoluntuy concur
rence of ideas, m which the philosopher ta whom ney
happened hid no other ment than thit of knowing
their value, and transimtting unclouded, to posterity,

G3 that
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that hight which had been hkindled by causes out of
his power The happiness of these casual illunu-
nations no man can piomisc to himself, because no
endcavoms can procure them, and theicfore what-
ever Le ow abilities o1 application, we must submit
to lemn from others what pethaps would have lam
hid for cver fiom human penetiation, had not some
remote mquiry biought 1t to view; as trcasuies aie
thrown up by the ploughman and the digger m the
rude exercise of then common occupations

The man whose gemus qualifies hun for geat un-
dertakings, must at least be content to leain fiom
books the present state of human knowledge, that
he may not ascribe to himself the mvention of arts
geneially known, weary his attention with experunents
of whych the event has been long registered, and
wastc, mn attempts which have alicady succceded or
miscaitied, that time which mght have been spent
with uscfulness and honow upon new undeitakings

But, though the study ot books 1s necessary, 1t 1s
not sufficient to constitute hterary emnence e that
wishes to be counted among the benefactois of pos-
terity, must add by lus own toil to the acquisitions
of his ancestors, and sccuic his memmy fiom neglect
by sowe valuable unprovement This can only be
effected by looking ont upon the wastes of the ntel-
lectual woild, and extending the power of leaining
over regions yet undisciplmed and barbaious, or by
surveymng moie exactly ow ancient dominions, and
diiving 1gnorance fiom the fortiesses and reticats
where she skulks undetected and undistutbed  Every
science has 1ts difficulties, which yet call for solution

before we attempt new systems of knowledge, as
evely



N 154 THL RAMBLER -87

every country has its forests and marshes, which 1t
would be wise to cultivate and dram, before distant
colontes are projected as a necessary discharge of the
exuberance of mhabitants
7 No man ever yet became great by imitatton What-
ever hopes for the veneration of mankind must have
mvention in the design or the esecution, either the
effect must 1itself be new, or the means by which it 18
produced  Lither truths itherto unknown must be
discovered or these which are already known enforced
by stronger evidence, facilitated by clearer method, or
clucidated by brighter r'lustrations
Tame cannot <pread wade or endure long that 15 not
rooted m nature and manured by art  That which
hopes to resist the blast of malignmty, and stand firm
against the attachs of tume, must contain m itself some
original principle of growth  The reputation which
arises from the detall or transportation of borrowed
sentiments may spread for a wiile hke vy on the
1nd of antiquity  but will be torn away by accident or
contempt, and suffered to rot unheeded on the ground

+
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Nums. 155. Turspay, September 10, 1751.

Steriles transmssunus annos,
Heao awor il proma dies, haeo hmina vile STAT.

Our barren years are past,
Be tlas of life the first, of sloth the last. Lrruisiox.

O weakress of the human wmind has moic fie-
quently meuried ammadversion, than the negh-
gence with which men oveilook their own faults, how-
ever flagrant, and the easiaess with which they pardon
them, however frequently 1epeated
It seems geneially believed, that as the eye cannot
see 1tself, the mind has no faculties by which 1t can
contemplate its own state, and that theiefore we have
not means of beconming acquaimnted with cur 1eal cha-
racters, an opmion which, lihc mmnumerable other
postulctes an mquuer finds limself mclmed to adimt
upon very httle evidence, bécause 1t affords a ready
solution of many difficultics It will explam why the
greatest abilities ficquently fail to promotc the happi-
ness of these who possess them, why those who can
distinguish with the utmost nicety the boundaries of
vice and vitue, suffer them to be confounded m their
own conduct, why the active and vigilant resign then
affans imphcitly to the management of othels, and
why the cauticus and feaiful mahe hourly approaches
towards ruin, without one sigh of solicitude o1 stiuggle
for escape.

When
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YVilen a powion teems thus with commodious
consequences, who em without regret confess 1t to
be false  Yet 1t 1s certn that declamers have m-
dulged a disposition to descrtbe the dominion of the
passions as ctended beyond the Immits that nature
assigned  Selflove 15 often rather arogant than
blind 1t does not Inde our fwlts from oursclies,
but persutdes us that they eseape the notice of others,
and disposes us to re.cut censures lest we should
confess them to be just.  We are sceretly conscrous
of defects and vices, winch wehope to conceal from
the publich cye, and plewse oursclies with mnume
rable impostures, by which, mn rcihty, nobody s
decened

In proof of the dunness of our mternal sight, or
the general mability of man to detenmne nghtly
concerning Ins own charucter, 3t 15 common to
urge the success of the most absurd and merediblo
flattery, and the re catment sy, tused by advice,
howeversoft, benevolent, and re1 onable  But flat-
tery, 1f 1ts operation be neuly exammed, will be
found to owe 1ts acccptanee ot to our ienarance
but hnowledge of our twlures end to deliht us
rather as it concoles our wants thw displivs our
possessions e that shall ohert the fuour of lus
patron by prasmg lum for guibbcs wiach he e
find n lum olf, will de detevted by the more darng
panegyrist who enriches lum with adsatitious eveel
lence  Just praise 15 only 4 debt, but flattery 1 a
present  Lhe achnowludrmeat of tho o virtues on
which conscience con_ritulates us 15 a tubute that
we can at any tune exact with confidence, but
the cclebration of thost winch we only fugn, ordc

1 t

sire
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snc withouf any vigorous endeavows to attam them,
is received as a conicssion of soveicignly over re-
gions never conquered, as a favowable decision of
disputable claims, and 1s more welcome as 1t 15 moie
gratuitous

Advice 15 offensive, not because 1t lays us open to
unespected 1egiet, o1 convicts us of any fault which
bad escaped our notice, but because 1t shows us that
we arc hnown to othas as well as to ourselve,, and
the officious monitor 15 petsccuted with bhatied, not,
because his accusation 1s false, but because he assumes
that supenoiity which we aic not willing to giant
him, and has dared to dctect what we desned to
conccal

For this 1cason advice 15 commonly meffectnal
If those who follow the' call of their desnes, without
mnquiry whither they aie gomg, lad deviated 1gno-
rantly fiom the paths of wisdom. and weie rush-
ing upon dangers unfoicseen, they would 1cadily
listen to information that iccalls them fiom thewr
ertours, and catch the first alaym by which destrue-
tion or mfamy 1s denounced  Tew that wander
in the wrong way mstahe 1t for the nght, they
only find it moic smooth and flowery, and mdulge
their own choice rather than appiove it theiefore
few are. persuaded to quit 1t by admomtion o1 1e-
proof, smce 1t impresses no new comviction, nor
confers any powers of action o1 1esistance He
that 15 gravely mformed how soon piofusion will
anmlalate Ins fortune, heais with litle advantage ,
what he knew befoie, and catchies at the next™oc:’
casion of eapense, Dbecause adiice has no foice to
suppicss s vanity He that 1s told how certainly

intem-
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intemperance will hurry bun to the grave, runs
with his usual speed to 1 new cotrse of luxury, be
cause bits reason 1s not mugorated, nor lus appetite
weahened

The msclicf of flattery 1s, not that 1t persuades
any man that he 1s what he 1s not, but that it sup
presses tue mfluence of honest ambition, by rusing an
opmisn that hono ir may be guned without the toil
of merit, wd the benefit of advice anses commonly,
not from any new light ympated to the mmd, but
from the discotery wineh it affords of the publich
suflrages 1l that could withstind conscience 13
firghted at nfams, and shame prevails when reason
was defeated

As we 1l Lnow our own faults, and know them
commonly with many gorastions which human
perspicactty cannot discovei, there 1s, poihaps, no
man  however hardened by 1mpudence or disst
pated by lesity, shcltered by hypocrisy ot blasted
by dsgace, whe does not intend some tune to
review lis conduct, and to 1cgulate the remunder
of lis Ife by the laws of wntue  New tempta
tions mdeed attach him, new mvitations me offered
by pleisure and terest, and the howt of 1cforma
tion 1s always delayed, evary delay gves vice
nnother opportumty ot fortifyng atself by habt,
and tne change of manneis, though smcercly m
tended and rationnlly planned, 15 1eferred to the
time when some erwing passion <hall be fully gra-
tified, or some powerful allurement cease 1ts mn
portunity

Thus procrastnation 15 accumulated on pro
crastination, and one impedment succecds ano

ther,
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ther, till age shatteis our resolution, or death mter-
cepts the project of amendment  Such 15 often the
end of salutary puiposes, after they have Jong de-
lighted the mmagmation, and appeased that disquict
which every mind feels from hnown musconduct,
when the attention s not dnverted by business or by
pleasure .

Nothg surely can be more unwoithy of a reason-
able natuie, than to continue m a state so oppo-te to
real happiness, ao that all the peace of sohitude, and
felicity of meditation, must aise fiom regolations of
forsaking 1t Yet the world will often afford ex-
amples of men, who pass months and years m u con-
tinual war with then own convictions, and arc daily
dragged by habit, or betiayed by passion, mto prac-
tices which they closed and opened then cyes with
purposcs to avoid , puiposes wlich, though settled
en conviction, the first impule of momentary desire
totally overtlnows

The mfluence of custom is indced such, that to
conquer 1t wil require the utmost effoits of foiti-
tude and wntue, nor can I thmh any man moie
worthy of veneration and 1enown, than those wha
have burst the shackles of habiual vice. This
victory, however, has different degices of glory as
of difficulty, 1t 15 moie harowk as the objects of
culty gatification are moie familiar, and the re-
currence of solicitatton more fiequent. le that,
from experience of the folly <of ambition, iesigns Ius
offices, may set hunself fiee at once fiom tempta-
tion 10 squander Ins hife m courts, because he can-
not regam his former station e who 15 enslaved
by an amorous passion, may quit his tyrant m dis-

gust,
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qust, and absence will, wathout the help of reason,
oveicome by degrees the deswe of returnmg  But
thosc appetites to which cvery place affods  ther
propar obiect, and wlich require no preparatory
measurcs or gradual advances, ue more tenaciously
adhcsive, the wish 15 so near the enjoyment, that
comphance often precedes considgiation, and, before
the powers of reason can be summoned, the time for
employing them 1s past

Indolence 15 therefore one of the vices fiom which
those whom 1t once nfects are seldom reformed.
Every other species of lusury operates upon some
appetite that 15 quickly satiated, and requires some
«oncurrence of art or acadent which every place will
not supply, butthe desue of casc acts equally at all
fours, and the longer 1t 1> mdulged 15 the more m
aeved To do nothmng 1s m every mans power,
we can nevel want an opportumity of omutting duties
The lapse to mdolence 15 soft and mmperceptible, be-
cause 1t 1s only a mere cessttion of actnity  but the
retmn to diligence 15 difficult, because 1t implies a
change fiom rest to motion, from pination to 1cabity

Tacilis descensus averm
DNoctes atque dees patet atr: ganna diire
Sed 1evocare gradum  superasque evadere ad quras

Hoc opus hee labur est Vire

The gates of Hell are open might and day

Smooth the descent £hd easy 1s the way

Put to return and view the chee ful shies,

In this the tash and mighty labour lies Drypra

of
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Of this vice, as of all others, every man who m-
dulges 1t 15 conscious* weall know our own state, if
we could be mduced to consider it, and 1t might per-
haps be useful to the conquest of 2ll these ensnarers of
the mind, if, at ceirtan stated days, hfe was ieviewed
Many things necessary are omitted, because we vamnly
imagine that they may be always perfoimed; and
what cannot be done without pain will for ever be de-
layed, if the time of doing 1t be left unsettled  No
corruption 1s gicat but by long neghgence, whichi can
scarcely prevail n a mind 1cgulaily and fiequently
awakened by periodical remorse  1le that thus breaks
his Iife nto parts, will find m humself a desiie to dis-
tingwish every stage of hns existence by some mmpiove-
ment, and dehght himself with the approach of the
day of recollection, as of the time which 1s to begm a
new sciles of virtue and felieity
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Nusr 156 Satorpiy, September 14, 17021

Nunguam alwd natura, alwd sapentra dicit Jus
For Wisdom ever echoes N\atures vo ce
]
VERY government say the politicians, 15 per
petually degeneratng towards corruption, from
wiich 1t must be rescued 2t certan periods by the
resusestation ‘of s first prinaples and the re csta
blishinent of its ongmnal constitution  Isery am
mal body, accordmyz to the mcthodich phystcims,
15, by the predommince of some exuberant qualty,
continually declming towards discase and  death,
which must be obviated by 1 sevonoble reduction of
the peceant humour to the just equiposse which health
requies
In the same manner the tudies of manhind, all at
Teast which, wot bumg subject to rigorous demonstia
tion adont the influence of fancy and caprice are
perpetually tendin,, to errow wnd confuston  Of the
great prinuples of tuth which the first speculatists
discovered, the sunplicity 1s embarrassed by ambitious
additions, or the evidence obscured by mnaceurte
argumenttion, and as they descend fiam one succes
sion of witurs to another, Wle hight tien mitted froin
100m to room, they lose their strength and splendou,
and fade at last m total esanescence
Il systems of leammng thercfore must be <ome
times reviewed, complications analyzed 1nto pun’
aples, and huowled e disentangled fronr opunon
It
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It is not always possible, without a close mspection,
to separate the genuine shoots of consequenual 1ca-
soning, which giow out of somc 1adical postulate,
from the bianches which ait bas ingiafted on 1,
*The accidental prescuptions of authoity, when time
has procured them vencration, are oftcn confounded
with the laws of natme, and those 1ules me supposed
cocéval with reason, of which the first 1ise cannot he
discovered

Criticism has sometimes permutted fancy to dictate
the Jaws by which fancy ought to be lestmﬁ;cd, and
fallacy to perplex the prmcnp]cs by which fallacy is
to be detected , her superintendence of others has be-
trayed her to negligence of herself; and, hike the
ancient Scythans, by extending her conquests over
distant 1egions, she has left her throne vacant to hey
slaves.

Among the laws of which the deshe of extend-
ing authority, or aidom of promoting knowledge,
lias prompted the presciption, all which witers
have 1ecewved, had not the same ongmal 1ght to
our regatd Some are to be consideied as funda-
mental and ndispensable, otheis only as useful and.
convenent , some as dictated by rcason 'md neees-
sity, otheis as euacted by despotick -mthmt} ;
some as mvincibly suppoited by then conformity
to the order of natuie and operations of the mtel-
lcct; others as foimed by accident, o1 wstituted by
example, and therefore alwa ays hable to dispute and
alteration.

‘That many rules have been advanced without
consulting nature o1 1eason, we cannot but suspect,
when we find 1t percmptonly decieed by the ancient °

masters,
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masters, tht only three speal ing personages should ap-
pear at once upon the stage, alaw which, as the varety
and intricacy of modern plays has made 1t impossible
to be observed, we now violate without scruple, and,
as experience proves, without inconvenience

The origmal of this precept was merely accidental
Tragedy was a monody, or sohtary song in honour of
Bacchus, mmproved afterwards mnto a dlogue by the
additton of another speaher, but the ancients, re-
membering that the tragedy was at first pronounced
oply by one, durst not for some time venture beyond
two, at last, when custom and impumty had made
them daring they estended therr liberty to the adms
sion of three, but restramed themsclves by a critical
edict fiom further exorbitance

By what acaident the number _of acts was hmuted
to five, I know not that any author has informed
us, but certamnly it 15 not determined by any neces
sity ansing either from the nature of action, or pro
pricty of exhibition  An act 15 only the representa-
tion of such a part of the busmess of the play as pro
ceeds m an unbrohen tenour, or without any mter-
mediate pausc  Nothing 1s more evident than that of
every real, and by consequence of every dramatich
action, the intervals may be mme or fewer than five,
and mdeed the rule s upon the Inglsh stage every
day broken 1 effect, wathout any other mmschief than
that which arises from an absurd endeavour to ob
serve it 1n appearance  Whenever the scene 15 shifted
the act ccases, since some time 15 necessartly supposed
to elapse while the personages of the drama change
therr place

Vor VI H With
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With no greater 11ght to o obedience have the
critichs confined the diamatick action to a ceilamn
number of homs  Piobability 1equires that the tine
of action should approach somewhat neaily to that
of exlibiion, and those plays will always be thought
most happily conducted which ciowd the gieatest
valety mto the least space  But smce it will fie-
quently happen that some delusion must be admitted,
I know not where the linuts of mmagination can be
fixed. Itisaaiely obseived that mmds, not piepos-
sessed by mechanical citicism, feel any offence fiom
the extension of the mtervals between the acts, no
can I conceive 1t absuid o1 impossible, that he who
can multiply thnee homs mto twelve o twenty-foun,
might 1magine with equal ease a gieater number

I know not whether he that professes to 1egard no
other laws than those of natue, will not be nchned
to 1ecewve tiagi-comedy to lus protection, whom,
however geneially condemned, her own lautels have
hitheito shaded fiom the fulmmations of ciiticism
For what 15 there m the mngled diama which mm-
paitial 1eason can condemm?® The connexion of im-
portant with tiivial wncidents, smnce 1t 1s not only
common but peipetual m the woild, may swely be
allowed upon the stage, which pietends only to be
the'muror of life. The impropuety of suppiessing
passions before we have raised them to the mtended
agitation, and of diverting the expectation from an
event which we keep suspended only to 1aise 1t, may
be speciously urged But will not expenence show
this objection to be 1ather subtile than just? Is it not
certain that the tragick and comuck affections have

2 - been
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been moved alternately with equal force, and that no
plays have oftener filled the eye with ters, and the
breist with palpitation, than those which are vane
gated with mterludes of mirth
I do not however thinh st safe to judge of woihs of
genos merely by the event  The iesistless viewsst
tudes of the hicart, this alternate presalence of merrt
ment and solemnity, may sometimes be more pro-
perly ascribed to the vigour of the wnter than the
juctness of the design and, mstead of vindicating
tragt comedy by the success of $kal epeare, we ought,
perhaps to pay new honours to that transcendent and
unbounded gemus that could prestde over the passions
m sport, who to actuate the affectior », necded not
the slow gradation of common means, but could fill
the heart with mstantaneous jollity or sorrow, and vary
our disposition as he changed lus scenes  Perhaps
the effects even of Shalespeares poeiry might have
been yet geater, had he not counteiacted himself,
and we might have been more mterested m the dis-
tiesses of his heroes, had we not been so ficquently
diverted by the Jokes of his buftoons
There are other 1ules more fived and obhigtory
It 15 necessary that of every play the chief action
should be smgle, for since a pliy repie ents some
transaction through 1ts regular maturation to its hnal
event, two actions equally important must evidently
constitute two plays
.Aa the design of tragedy_1s_to instiuet by moving
e _passions, 1t must 2lways have a baio, a person-
age apparently and mcontestably superiour to the 1est
upon whom the attention may be fxed and the
anuiety suspended  For though, of tno peisans ap
H2 Pposing
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posmg each other with equal abihitics and equal vir;
tue, the auditor will inevitably, m time, choose Ins
favomite, yet as that choice must be without any co-
gency of conviction, the hopes or fears wlich 1t 1aises
will be faint and languid  Of two heioes acting 1n
confederacy against a common enemy, the virtues or
dangers will give hittle emotion, bhecause each claims
our concern with the same 1ght, and the heart hes at
rest between equal motives

- It ought to be the first endeavour of a witer to dis-
tmguish natwme fiom custom, or that which 1s esta-
blished because 1t 13 right, {from tl}at which 1s right
only because it 1s estabhshed, that he may neither
violate cssential prmciples by a desne of novelty, nor
debar himself fiom the attamment of beauties within
his view, by a needless fear of bieakmng 1ules which
no hiterary dictator had authornity to enact.
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i
an(m 157 Turspay, September 17, 1751

it t +

Os m)u; \
Tynvar, n& dag poya o v 7as nd nwvor tiox !
Shame greatly hurts or greatly helps mankind
Lrrmnsron
i
To the RAMBLLTR t

i SIR,

HOUGH one of your correspondernts has pre-

+ sumed to mentiott wath some coritempt that pre-
sence of attention and easiness of address, wlich the
glite have long agreed fo celebratc and esteem, yet
T cannot be persuaded to think theln unwortliy of re~
pard'or tultivation  but am melmed to believe that,
45 we seldom valde nghtly what we have never known
the misery of wanting, his judgment has been vitiated
by his happmess, and that a natural exuberance of
dssarance has hmdered lim from discovering 1its ex-
cellence dantl use ' 7 i !
This felicity, whether bestowed by constitution; or
obtained by early habitudes, I tan scarcely econtenr
pldte nithout envy I was bred under & tnan of learn
m, 1 the country, who mnculcated tothing but the
digmty of knowledge, and the happmness of virtue
By frecuéncy of admonition, and confidence of as
sertion, he prevaled upon me to btheve, that the
splr ndour of literature would alway$ attract reverence
if not darkened by corruption 1 therefore pursuetd
my studses with ncessaht industry, nd woided every
thing which J had been taught to consider either as
H3 vitious
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vitious or tending to vice, becausc I regarded guilt
and reproach as mseparably umted, and thought a
tainted 1eputation the gieatest calamity

At the umversity, I found no reason for changing
my opmion; for though many among my fellow-
students took the opportunity of a moic venuss dis-
apline to gratify their passiens, yet virtue preserved
her natural supeionty, and those who ventured to
neglect, weie not suffered to msult her  The ambi-
tion of petty accomplishments found its wayinto the
1eceptacles of learning, but was obscrved to seize
commonly on those who either neglected the sciences
or could not attan them, and I was therefore con-
fimed m the doctrines of my old master, and thought
nothing woithy of my care but the means of gaining
or 1mpar ting knowledge.

This punty of manners, and intenseness of appli-
cation, soon extended my renown, and I was ap-
plauded by those, whose opinion I then thought un-
likely to deceive me, as a young man that gave un-
common hopes of futie emmence My performances
in time reached my native province, and my 1elations
congratulated themselves upon the new honours that
were added to thewr fanily

I1etuined home covered with academical lawels,
and fraught with cuticism and philosophy  The wit
and the scholar excited curiosity, and my acquantance
was solicited by innumerable mvitations  To please
will always be the wish of benevolence, to be admned
must be the constant aim of ambition; and I theie-
fore considered myself as about to 1eceive the rewaid
of my honest labows, and to find the efficacy of leain-
ing and of vuitye.

‘ The
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. The third day after my arnval I dined at the house
of a gentleman who had summoned 1 multitude of
Ins friends to the annual celebration of his wedding-
day I set fornaid with great exultation, and thought
myself happy that I bad an opportumty of displaying
my huonledge to so numerous an assembly I felt
no sense of my own msufficiency, tll, gomg up staus
to the dinng room, I heard the mingled tonr of ob-
streperous merrtment I was, however disgusted
rather than ternfied, and went fornard without dejec-
tion, The whole company rose at my entrance, but
vwhen I saw so many eyes fixed at once upon me,
I was blasted with & sudden inbeaility I was quelled
by some nimeless power which I found mnpossible
to be resisted My sight was dezeled my chechs
gloned, my perceptions were confounded 1 was
harassed by the multitude of eager salutations, and
returned the common civihties with hesitation and
mmpropuety, the sense of my own blunders mcreased
my confusion, and, before the exchange of ceremo-
nies alloned me to sit down, I was ready to sinh under
the oppression of surprise, myoice gien weah, and
my hoees trembled
The assembly then resumed thewr places, and I sat
with my eyes fixed upon the ground  Io the ques
tons of curiosity, or the appeals of complasance I
could cldom answer but with negative monosy Hables,
a1 professions of 1guorance, for the sulfjects on which
they conversed were such as are seldom discu sed n
books, and were therefore out of my ringe of hnow-
ledge At length an old clergyman who nightly con-
Jectured the reason of my conciseness, rcheved me by
some questions fabout the present state of matuyral
H4 know ledge,
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knowledge, and engaged me, by un appemance of
doubt and opposition, in the ¢yplication sud defonee
of the New toman plnlo~ophy.

"The consciotsness of my own abilitics 1onced e
fiom depresvon, and Jong fammbatity with s sub-
ject enablud e 10 discounse with case and volutnlty
but, howevat T umeht please mysa 16 T found very it
tle added by my demonctiations to the eati-foction of
the company ; and my antarmomst, who Tova tie lows
of conversation too well to detonn then attention long
upon an unplermz topck, aftar he had commenrded
my acuteness and compichension, dismised the con-
troversy, and resigned me to my formar insiznificance
and perplesty

After dinner, Taiccened fiom the ladics, whe had
heard that T wag a vat, an imvitetion to the tea-table
I congratulated mysclf upon un opportunity to e-capc
fiomn the company, whose geyety began to be tumul-
tuous, and among whom several hints had been
dropped of the uscleseness of wnnersities, the folly of
book-lecaning, and the askwardness of scholars, To
the ladies, theicfore, I flew, as to a refuge from cla-
mour, wsult, and 1ustienty , but found my heart <ink
as I approached then apaitment, and was agumn dis-
concerted by the ceicmonies of entiance, and con-
founded by the nccessity of encountering so many cyes
at once.

When I sat down T considered that something pretty
was always said to ladies, and 1esolved to recover my
ciedit by some elegant obseivation or maceful comphi-
ment I apphed mysclf to the 1ccollection of all that
I had 1cad or heard n praise of beauty, and cndea-
voured to accommodate some classical compliment to

5 the
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the present oceasion I sunk into profound medita-
tion, revolved the chatacters of thie heroines of old,
constdered whatever the pocts have sung n ther
praise, ahd, after hwung borrowed and miented,
chosen and rc_yecléd a thousnnd sentmehts, whieh, if
1 had uttercll them, fould not hinve been unders ood,
I was asahened from my dream of learned galhnin},
by the servant who disttibuted the tea

‘There arc not many siutions more meessantly un-
easy than that m wluch the mw 1s placed who' 13
watching an oppottunity to speak, without couragt to
tahet uhcn 1t 15 offered, and who, thouglt he rcsolvcs
to ge a specimen’of In nbilities, dlways'finds some
reason or other for dtlaymit fo the next minute T
was abhamed of sdcnéc, yct codld fihd nothing {o sy
of clegance or impbrfance cqual to my wichics The
ladies, afrud of my larnmg thought themnsehe not
qualificd to propo ¢ any subjcci of prattle to 2 iin'so
famous for dispute,” and ﬂlcrc was nothing on eiflier
side but mpatience wnd vexation

In this conflict of shame, as I was re assembling
my seattered sentiments, and, resolving to force my
magnation to some sprightly sally, had just found a
very happy compliment, by too much attentton to my
own meditations, I sufiered the saucer to drop from
my hand lhe cup was broken, the lap dog was
scalded, a brocaded petticoat wns stamed, and the
whole assembly was thrown nto disorder — Inow con-
sidered all hopes of reputation as at an end, and while
they were consoling and assisting one another, stole
away 1n silence

The misadsentures of this unhappy day are not yet
atanend, Tam afraid of meeting the meanest of

them
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them that tiiumphed over me.n this state of stupidity
and contempt, and feel the same teirours encroach-
ng upon my heart at the sight of those who have once
impiessed them. Shame, above any other passion,
propagates 1tsclf Befoie those who have seen me
confused, L can never appear without new confusion,
and the 1emembiance of the weakness which I former-
Ty discovered, hinders me fiom acting or speaking w ith
roy natuial foice.

_ But s this;misery, Mr Ram/)fer never to cease?
have 1 spent my hfe in study, only to become the sport
of the ignorant, and dcbaired myself fiom all the com-
mon enjoyments of youth to collect 1dcas wlhich must
sleep 1 silence, and form opmions which I must not
divulge? Inform me, dear Sir, by what means I may
rescue my faculties from these shackles of cowardice,
BIO‘\;V I may rise to a level with my fellow-bemgs, re-
call myself fiom tlus. languor of mvoluntary subjection
to the free exertion of my mtcllects, and add to the
power of 1easoning the hbeity of speech.. :

Iam, SIR, &
“VERECUNDULUS.!

t
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Nums 158 SATURDAY, September 21, 1751

¢
Grammatics certant et adbuc sub gudrce lis est Hom,

Criticks yet contend S
And of their yain disputings find no end Trawcis
i

3

RITICISM, though digmfied from the earliest

ages by the Inbougs of men emment for knowledge
and sag”tcxty, and since the revival of polite Ilterature,
the favounte study of Luropean scholrs, has not yet
attaned the certainty and stability of science 71he
rules hitherto recewved are seldom drawn from any
settled prmeiple or self evident postulate, or adapted
to the natural and nvarable constitution of things,
but will be found, upon evammation the arbitrary
edicts of legislators, authorized only by themselves
who oot of various mewns by which the same end
may be attamed, sclected such as happened to occur
to their own reflection, '1nd then, by a law which
adleness and tumdity were too willing to obey, pro
Inbited new experiments of wit restrained fincy from
the andulgence of her mnate mchnation to hazard and
adventure and condemned Al future flights of gems
to pursue the path of the Meonian eagle -

This authonty may be more justly opposed, as it 1s
apparently dertved from them whom they endeasour
to control, for we owe few of the rules of w riting to

the
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the acuteness of criticks, who have generally no other
ment than that, having icad the woiks of great
authors with attention, they have observed the ar-
rangement of their matter, or the giaces of ther ex-
pression, and then expected honour and reverence for
precepts which they never could have invented: so
that practice has mtroduced 1ules, rather than 1ules
have dnected practice.

For tlus 1eason the laws of every species of writ-
m0 have been settled by the 1deas of him who first
raxsed it to 1cputation, without mmquny whether his
performances were not yet susceptible of improve-
ment  The excellencies and* faults of celebiated
writéhs have been equally rcconuhended to postenty ;
and, so far has blind 1everence prevailad  that even
the numhér of their books has been thouwht wor thy of
imitetion * ~

- The nnacmatlon ‘of the fiist authors of lynick postry
was Vehemcﬁt’and rapid, and then knowledge vailous
and euens?vc ' Livmg m an age when sdience
had been httle’ cultlvatcd and when the finds of
their auditors, nbt being accustomed to accuiate
mspectlon were casily dazzled by glaing 1deas, they
applied themsélves to instruct, rather by shoit seh-
tences and 'stuking thoughts, than'by regular argus
mentation, and, ﬁndmh‘ attention more successfully
excited by sudden salhes and unexpected excla
mations, than by the ‘more artful and placid beauties
of methodical deduction, they lobsed their gemis
to its own course, passcd fiom one sentiment to
another ' without expressing  the mtermediate 1deas,

and roved’at large ovey the 1deal world w1th such
hightness
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hightness and agiity, thit their footsteps arc scarcely
to be traced

Tiom this accxdental pecularity of the ancient
writers the critichs deduce the rules of lyrich poctry,
which they have set fiec from all the laws by which
other composttions are confined, and allow to neglect
the niceties of transition, to start 1ote remote digies-
sions, and to wander without restramt from one scene
of imagery to another

A wnter of later tmes has, by the vivaaity of us
essay<, rcconciled maphind to the same licentious-
ness mn short dissertations, and he therefore who
wants shil to form a plan, or dihgence to puisue
1t, nceds only entitle s performance an cssay, to
acquire the night of heaping together the collections
of half . e, without order, coherence, or pro-
priety

In wntng, as mn hfe, frults re endured without
disgust when they are associated with transcendent
ment, and may be sometimes recommended to
weah judgments by the lustre wlich they obtmn
from therr union with cxcellence, but it 1s the busi-
ness of those who presume to supcrmntend the taste
or morals of mankind, to scparate delusive comb
nations, 1nd distingmsh that twhich may be praised
from that which can only be excused As vices
never promote happmess, though, when overpowered
by more actve and 1mnore numerous wirtues, they
cannot totally destroy 1t, so confusion and Tegu-~
lanty produce no beauty, though they cannot elways
obstruct the brightness of genws and learnng  Ta
proceed from one truth to another, and connect dis
tant propositions by regular consequences, is the

great
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great prerogative of man  Independent and uncon-
nected sentiments flashing upon the mind n quick
succession, may, for a tune, dchght by then nosvelty,
but they differ fiom systematical 1easoning, as single
notes fiom harmony, as glances of hightmug fiom the
radiance of the sun

When 1ules aie thus diawn, 1ather fiom prece-
dents than 1cason, theie 15 danger not only fiomn
the faults of an author, but fiom the criours of
those who cnticise s works, since they may often
mislead then pupils by false 1epiesentations, as the
Ciceromans of the siateenth century weie betiayed
mto baibarisms by coirupt copics of ther dailing
wiiter.

It 15 established at piesent, that the proumial lines
of a poem, m which the general subject 1s proposed,
must be void of ghtter and embelbshment  «“ The
“fist hnes of Pawadise Lost,” siys Jddison, “ are
“ perhaps as plain, simple, and unadorned, as any
“ of the whole poem, in which particular the author
“ has conformed hmnself to the ciample of Iiomer,
““ and the precept of Horace

This obseivation seems to have been made by an
implicit adoption of the common opinion, without
consideration either of the piecept o evample.
Had Horace been consulted, he would have Leen
found to dnect only what should be comprised m the
proposition, not how it shoula be eapiessed, and to
have commended Homer m opposition to a meaner
poet, not for the giadual elevation of lus diction,
but the judicious expansion of s plan, for display-’
ing unpromised events, not for producing uncapected

elegancies :
Specrosa
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Speciosa dehne miracula promat
Autiphaten, Scyllamque § cum Cyclope Charybdim.

Bt from a cloud of smohe he breaks to hight,

And pours his specteus mirecles to s.bt

Antipkates s ndeous feust devours

Charybdis barks, and 1 olypherus roars. Francrs.

If the cnordial verses of Homer be compared with
the re<t of the poem, they will not appear remark-
=ble for plamness or simpheity, but mther enmently
adorned and dlumsnated

Asdgz por e M Gow eiwrgore ¢ peda €O
Tayybn amt T¢ wlalibes Triga

Mo 3 abwew o artz xzlse v

Nz v & swsabiary o xala bope,
AgruprrSe rhYox xaorre Tag

AN o) g Brgeg ip uozal  ptos wag

Avte yag opligne  arach Mse Ine?

Nomios  xa~a Gic vowg O Abe

Habser avrag 7 7m af Wt eriper nuag
Trapdo gy ba byatig 81§ 5 @”

‘The man, for wisdoms varous erts renownd
Long exercis d 1o woes, O muse! resound

Viho, when his arms had wrought the desund fal}
Of sacred Troy and ruzd her heav s built wall
Wand ring from clime to clime observant stray d,
‘Their manners noted, and their states survey d
On stormy seas unpumber d toils he bore

Safe with lus friends to gasn Ins natal shore

Vam toils' therr improus folly dar'd to prey

On herds devoted to the god of day

‘The god vindictive doom d them never more
(Al' men unbless d) to touch that natal shore

© enateh some portion of these acts from fate

Celestial rmuse ! and to our world relate Porg

The
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The fiist veises of the Jlad are n like manner par-
ticulaily splendid, and the proposttion of the Lneid
closes with dignity and magniicence not often to be
found even 1 the poetry of 772 g/

The mtent of the mtioduction 15 to 1a15€ expecta~
tion, and suspend 1t, somethmg theicfore must be
discovered, and something concealed, and the poet,
while the fatiity of lus mvention 15 yet unknown,
may properly recommend himsclf by the giace of his
Ianguage.

He that reveals too much, or promiscs too hittle;
he that never nitates the ntellectual appetite, or
that unmediately satiates 1, cqually defeats his own
purpose It 1s necessary to the pleasure of the reader,
that the cvents should not be anticipated, and how
then can lus attention be mnvited, but by gandeur of
expression *
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Nums 159 Turspay, September 24, 1721,

Sunt verba et voces quibus hunc lemre dolorem
Possts, et magnam morb: deponere partem Hoz:

The power of words and soothing sounds appea e
The ra_ing pawn snd lessen the disease T'ravers

HE umbecility with which Perecundulus com
plams that the presence of a numerous assembly

fieczes hus faculties, 15 particularly ntident to the
studious part of mankind, whose education necessartly
secludes them 1n their culier years from mingled con-
verse, till, at therr dismisston from schools and aca
demnes they plunge at once 1wto the tumult of the
world, and, com, forth fiom the gloom of solitude,
are overponerced by the blaze of publich Iife

It 15, perhaps, kindly provided by nature, that, as
the feathers and strength of a bird grow together, and
her wings me not completed till she 15 able fo fly, so
some proportton should be pieserved m the human
kind between yudgment and courage the precipitation
of mexperience 1s therefore restiamed by shame, and
we remain shachled by tindity, till we have learned to
speak and act with proprety

1 beleve few can review the days of therr youth,
without recollecting temptations, which shame ra
ther than virtue, enabled them to resist, and opl

mons which, however erroneous i thew prnciples,
Vor VI 1 and
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and dangerous m ther consequences, they bave pant-
ed to advance at the hazard of contempt and hatred,
when they found themselves itresistibly depressed by
a languid anviety, which seized them at the moment
of utterance, and still gathered stiength fiom their
endeavoutis to resist 1t.

It generally happens that assurance heeps an even
pace with ability, and the fem of miscainage, which
hindeis om first attempts, 15 gadually dissipated as
ow shill advances towards certamty of success  That
bashfulness, theiefore, which prevents disgiace, that
shoit and temporaiy shame, wlich secures us fiom the
danger of lasting 1eproach, cannot be proparly counted
among our misfortunes

Bashfulness, however it may incommode for a
moment, scarcely cver produces cevils of long con-
tmuance, 1t may flush the cheel, flutter mn the heart,
deject the cyes, and encham the tongue, but its mis-
chiefs soon pass off without 1emembiance It may
sometimes exclude pleasuie, but scldom opens any
avenue to soriow or 1cmoise It s obscived some-
where that few have repented of navug forborn to
speal,

To exate opposition, and inflame malevolence, 1s
the unhappy pivilege of courage made airogant by
consciousness of strength No man finds n hm-
self any inchination to attack or opposc hun who
confesses his supeuouty by blushing m Ins pe-
sence  Qualitics exerted with appaient feaifulness,
1eceive applause fiom every voice, and suppoit
from every hand. Diffidence may check 1csolu-
tion and obstiuct peiformance, but compensates its
embairassmeénts by moie mmpoitant advantages, 1t
conciliates

‘
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conciliates the proud, and softens the severe, averts
envy from excellence, and censure from muscar-
riage

It may wndeed happen that knowledge and virtue
remam too long congealed by this fisgonifick power,
as the principles of vegetation are sometimes ob-
structed by hngering frosts  1le that enters late
mto a public station, though with all the abihiies
requisite to the discharge of s duty will find Ius
powers at fist impeded by a timdity which he
himself knows to be iinous, ind must struggle long
agamst dejection and reluctance, before he obtams
the full command of s own attention, and ~dds the
gracefulness of ease to the digmty of ment

For this disease of the mind I know not whether
any remedies of much efhcacy can be tound To
advie 2 man unaccustomed to the eyes of mulu-
tudes to mount a tribunal without perturbation, to
tell him whose Ife wa> passcd in the shades of con-
templation, that he must not be disconceited ot
perplened in recerving and retorming the compliments
of a splendid assembly, 1. to advise an inhabitant of
By asil or Swnatra not to shuer at an Lnghsh winter,
or lum who has alsays Iived upon 1 plam to look
from 4 preupice without emotion It 3v to suppo e
custom 1nstintaneously cont ollable oy 1eason, and
to endeavour to communicate, by precept, that which
only time and habit can bestoy

He that hopes by philosophy and contemplation
alone to fortiy lumself agamnst that awe winch all,
at thar first appemance on the stage of lfe must
feel from the spectators, will, at the hoar of need,
be mocted by lus recolation, and I doubt whether

Iz the
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the pieservatives which Plato relates Alcibiades to
have received fiom Socrates, when he was about to
speak m publick, proved sufficient to sccure him from
the powerful fascination

Yet, as the eflects of time may by art and industry
be accelciated or 1etarded, it cannot be improper to
consider how this tioublesome mnstmct may be op-
posed when 1t exceeds 1its just propoition, and, m-
stead of repressing petulance and tementy, silences
eloquence, and debihitates foice, smce, though 1t
cannot be hoped that ansiety should be immediately
dissipated, 1t may be at least somcwhat abated, and
the passions will operate with less violence, when
reason rises agamnst them, than while she either slum-
beis n neutrahty, or, mistaluing her mnteiest, lends them
her assistance

No cause moie frequently pioduces bashfulness
than too ligh an opmion of om own mmpoitance.
He that imagmes an assembly filled with s mernt,
panting with expectation, and hushed with attention,
easily “terrifies himself with the drcad of disappomt-
ing them, and stiams Ins imagination in pwsuit of
something that may vindicate the veracity of fame,
and show that lis 1eputation was not gamed by
chance He considels, that what he shall say o1 do
will never be rorgotien, that renown or mfamy 1s
suspended upon eve:y syllable, and that nothing
ought to fall from bim wiich will not bear the test of
time  Under such solicitude, who can wonder that
the mind 15 oveiwhelined, and, by stiuggling with
attempts above her strength, quickly sinhks nto lan-
guishment and despondency *

4

The
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The most useful 1 cdicmes are often unpleasing to
the taste  Iho ¢ who me oppressed b thar own
reputation, v 1ll, perhaps, not be comforted by hering
that thor cares arc umncec ary  But the truth s,
that no man 1s much regarded by the rest of the world
He that considers how httle he duells upon the con
dition of others will lcarn how httle the attention of
others 13 attracted by himself  While we sec mult
tudes prs myg before ue, of whom, perhaps, not one
appears 1o de-crie our notice, or excite our sympathy,
we should remember, that we bhewnise arc 1o tm the
same throng, that the eve winch hippens to glance
upon us 1s turned 1n a moment on him that follows us,
and that the utmost which we can versonably hope
or fear 15, to fill « vacant hour with prattle, and be
forgotten
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’

Nvms. 160. SATURDAY, September €8, 1751.

Inter sc convemit 1w sis. - Juv

Beasts of each kind their fellows spare, ;
Bear lives 1in amity with bear,

“?yHE world,” says Locke, “has people of all
“sorts” As m the geneial huny produced
by the superfluities of some, and necessitics of others,
no man needs to stand still for want of employment,
so m the mnumerable gradations of ability, and end-
less varieties of study and mclination, no employment
can be vacant for want of a man quabfied to dis-
charge it
Such is probably the natural state of the umverse,
but 1t 15 so much deformed by mtercst and passion,
that the benefit of this adaptation of men to things 1s
not always percetived The folly or mndigence of thosc
who set their services (o sale, inclines them to boast of
quabfications which they do not possess, and attempt
busiess which they do not understand , and they who
have the power of assigning to others the task of hife,
are scldom honest or seldom happy m therr nomma-
tions  Pations aic conlupted by avarice, cheated by
ciedulity, o1 oveipowered by resistless sohcitation
They are sometimes too stiongly mfluenced by honest
prejudices of {riendslup, o1 the prevalence of viituous
compassion Ko, whatever cocl 1eason may dnect,
it 1s not easy for a man of tender and scrupulous

goodness to ovcrlock the immediate effect of his own
13 actions,

’
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actions by turning Ins eyes upan remoter consequen
ces, and to do that which must gue present pam, for
the sthe of obviatmg eul vet unfull, or <ccurmg
advantage m tme to come  What 15 distmt 15 m
aiself obscure, and when we have no wish to sce 1,
castly cscapes our notice, or tahes such a form as desire
or imagmation bestows upon it

Lsery man might for the same roason, m the mul-
titudes that swarm about him, find <ome hmdred mund
with winch he could umte m conhidence and fricnd
ship, yet we sce many strigghng smele about the
world, unhappy for want of an associate, and pmng
with the necessity of confining their sentiments to their
own bosoms

This nconvenience auses, m hie manncr, from
struggles of the will agaum t the understwnding It 1s
not often difficult to find a suitable compimon if
every man vould be content with such as he 15 qualt
fied to pleasc  But of vanity tempts lum to for 1he
Ins rank, and post bunsclf among those with whom no
common interest or mutual pleasure can eser unite him,
he must always hive 1n a state of unsocinl scparation,
without tenderness and without tiust

Fhere are many natures wlich ¢an never approach
within a certan distance, and which, when anv nege
Inr motnve 1mpels them tow rds contact, seem to start
bacl from cwlt other by some mvmetble repulston
Lhere arc othurs which immediately cohere whenever
they come mto the rexch of mutual attriction, and
with very hitle form ity of preparation min_le inti-
mately as soon asthcy meet Laery man whom either
business or cunrosity s thrown at Jarge mto the

Iq world,
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woild, will 1ecollect many mstances of fondness and
dislike, which have foirced themselves upon bin with-
out the mte1vention of his judgment, of dispositions to
coutt some and avoid others, when he could assign no
1eason for the preference, o1 none adequate to the
violence of his passions, of mfluence that acted nstan-
taneously upon his mind, and which no aiguments o1
peisuasions could ever oveicome

Among those with whom time and 1nteicouse have
made us fanuhar, we feel om affections divided mn dif-
ferent propoitions without much regaid to moral or
mtellectual ment  Every man knows some whom e
cannot induce lumself to trust, though he bas no reason
to suspect that they would betiay lim, those to whom
he cannot complain, though he never observed them to
want compassion, those m whose picsence he never
can be gay, though excited by mvitations to muth and
freedom, and those fiom whom he cannot be content
to 1eccive Instruction, though they never msulted his
ignorance by contempt o1 ostentation.

That much regaid is o be had to those instincts
of kindness and dislike, or that reason should bhindly
follow them, I am fa1 from mntending to culcate
It 1s very ceitam, that by mdulgence we may give
them strenpth which they have not from nature, and
almost every example of mgatitude and treachery
proves, that by obeying them we may commit our
happmess {o those who are very unwoithy of so gieat
a trust But 1t may descive to be remailed, that
since few contend much with their inchnations, 1t 1s
generally van to solicit the good-will of those whom
we peiceive thus mvoluntanly alicnated {rom us;

neither
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neather hnowledge nor virtue will reconcile antipathy,
and though ofhicrousness may for a tune be dmitted,
and dihigence applauded, they will at last be dismissed
with coldness, o1 discouraged by neglect

Some have 1ndeed an occult power of stealing upon
the affections, of esaiting unnersal benevolence, and
disposing every heart to fondness and fendship  But
this 15 4 feliaity granted only to the favonnites of na
t4wme  The greater part of mankind find a duTerent
reception from different dispositions, they sometimes
obtamn unexpected caresses fiom those whom they
never flattered with uncommon 1 ud and sometimes
exhaust all their arts of pleising without cffect  To
these 1t 15 necessuy to look 10und, and atteropt crery
breast i wlich they find vartue sutheient for the
foundation of friendship  to enter mto the crowd, and
try whom chance will offer to then notice, till they fix
on some temper congental to their oun, as the mngnet
rolled 1n the dust collects the fragments of its kindred
metal from a thousand particles of other substances

Every mwn must hase remuled the facility with
which the kindness of othcis 1s somenmes guned by
those to whom he never could have imputed his ovn
We aie bv ot occupations education, and habits of
Iife, daded -lmost into diffcrent species which re
gard one another, for the most pur with scorn and
maligmty ~ Lach of these clisses of the human race
has desires fews, and comeisatton venations and
merniment peculiar to self, caies which anoher can
not feel plea. ures which e cannot partake and
modes of expressing every sensation wlich he cannot
undertstind  That trolick which shakes one man with
laughter, will convulse another with indignation , the

stram
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strain of joculaiity which 1n one place obtains treats
and patronage, would m another be heard with mdif-
ference, and 1n a third with abhorience.

To rase estecm we must bencfit others, to picecurc
love we must please them  istolle observes, that
old men do not readily form filendships, because they
are not easily suscepuble of pleasuie. He that can
contiibute to the hilanty of the vacant hour, or par-
take with equal gust the favouritc amusement, he
whose mind 1s cmploved on the same objects, and
who therefore never harasses the undeistanding with
unaccustomed 1deas, will be welcomed with aidour,
and left with regret, unless he destroys those recom-
mendations by faults with which peace and security
cannot consist.

It were bappy, if, in forming fiiendships, virtue
could concur with pleasure, but the gicatest part of
human gratifications approach so neaily to vice, that
few who make the delight of others their 1ule of con-
duct, can avoid disingenuous compliances ; yet certain-
ly he that suffers limself to be duiven or allured fiom
virtue, mustakes his own mterest, simce he gams suc-
cour by means, for which his friend, if ever he be-
comes wase, must scorn him, and for which at last he
must scoin limself
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Nuwms 161 Tukspay, October 1, 1751
)

Onyag Gudre yura 7 a3t a Adgw Hox i

Frail as the leaves that quiver on the sprays
Like them man flounshes like them decays

Afr RAMBI LR

SIR,
QU hae formerly observed that curiosity often
terminates 1 barren knowledge, and that the
mind 1s prompted to study and 1nquiry rather by the
uneasmess of 1gnorance, than the hope of profit
Nothing can be of less importance to any present i~
terest than the fortune of those who have been long
Jost 10 the grave, and fiom whom nothing now can
be hoped or feared  Yet to rouse the zeal of a true
antiquary, httle more 1> necessary than to mention a
name which mankmd have conspired to forget he
will make hus way to remote scenes of action throu h
obscunty and cortradiction, as Zully sought ammdst
bushes and brambles the tomb of A chim des

It 15 not easy to discover how 1t concerns him that
gathers the produce, or recewes the rent of an estate
to know through what famihes the land has passed,
who 1s registered n the Conqueror s suivey 4s 1> pos
sessor how oten 1t has been torferted by treason or
how often sold by prodizahty  The poner or wealth
o the piesent mhahitants of a co intry cannot be much
mncreased by an mquiry after the na ues of those bai-
buarians,
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barians, who destioyed one another twenty centuries
ago, in contests for the shelter of woods, or conveni-
ence of pasturage. Yet we see that no man can be
at 1est 1n the enjoyment of a new purchase till he has
learned the history of his grounds from the ancient in-
habitants of the parish, and that no nation omits to
record the actions of their ancestors, however bloody,
savage, and rapacious

The same disposition, as different opportunities call
it forth, discovers itself m great or Lttle things. I
have always thought 1t unwoithy of a wise man to
slumber 1n total mactivity, only because he happens
to have no cmployment equal to his ambition o1 ge-
nius; 1t 1 thercfore my custom to apply my attention
to the objects before me, and as I caunot think any
place wholly unworthy of notice that affoids a habita-
tion to a man of letters, I have collected the lustory
and antiquities of the seveial gaiiets in which I have
1esided.,

Quantulacunque cstis, 108 €go magna voco

How small to others, but how gieal to me!

Many of these nairatives my mdustry has been able
to extend to a considerable length, but the woman
with whom I now lodge has hived only eightcen months
m the house, and can give no account of 1ts ancient
:evolutions’, the plasteier having, at her entiance,
obliterated, by his white-wash, all the smoky mcmoirals
which foimer tenants had left upon the ceiling, and
perhaps drawn the veill of oblivion over politicians,
philosophers, and poets,

When
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When I first cheapened my lodgmgs  the landlady
told me, that <hc hoped I was not an author, for the
lodgers on the first floor had stipulated that the upper
rooms should not be occupied by a nowsy trade I
very reacily pronnsed to gne no disturbance to her
family, and soon despatched a bargun on the usual
terms

I had not slept many mghts m my new apartment
before I began to inquire after my predecessors, and
found my landlady, whose nnagination 1s filled clnefly
with Ler own affairs, very ready to gne me nfor-
mation

Curionty, hhe all other desires, produces pam as
well as pleasure  Before she begin her narrative, 1
had heated my head with expectations of adventures
and discovenies, of elegnce in disgmse, and learmng
in distress, and was somewhat mortified when I heard
that the first tenant was a talor, of whom nothung was
remembered but that he compluncd of Ius room for
want of Iight and, after hasing lodged mn 1t a month,
gnd pud only 1 weeks rent, pawaed a prece of cloth
which he was trusted to cut out, and was forced to
make a preapitate retreat from this quarter of the
town

The next was a youn_ woman nenly arrsed from
the countsy, who bied for five wedhs with gieat
regulanty, and became by frequent treats very much
the favourite of the famdy, but At last 1cceived visits
<o frequently from a cousm m Cheapside, that she
brought the 1eputtion of the house mto danger, and
w15 therefore disiissed with good advice

lhe room th n stood cmpty for a fortmght, my

landladv
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landlady began to think that she had judged hardly,
and often wished for such another lodger At last,
an eldeily man of a grave aspect read the bill, and
bargamed for the 100m at the very fiist price that was
asked. Hec lived 1 close 1cuiement, scldom went
out till evening, and then retuined carly, sometimes
checiful, and at other times dejected. It was ic-
markable, that whatever he puichased, he never had
small money 12 lus pocket, and, though cool and
temperate on other occasions, was always vehement
and stormy till hie reccived lus change  ITe paid his
1cnt with great esactness, and seldom falcd once a
week to 1equite my landlady s enility with a supper.
At Jast, such 1s the fate of human feheity, the house
was alarmed at mmdmght by the constable, who de-
manded to seaich the gurcts My landlady assuring
him that he had mistaken the doo1, conducted him up
stans, wheie he found the tools of a comner, but the
tenant had crawled along tle 100f to an cmply house,
and escaped, much to the joy of my landlady, who
declares him a very honest man, and wondeis why
any body should be hanged for makmg moncy when
such numbers aic m want of 1t She however con-
fesses that she shall, for the future, always question the
character of those who tahe her gairet without beating
down the piice

The bill was then placed agan w1 the window, and
the poor woman was teased for seven wecks by m-
numerable pascengers, who obliged her to climb with
them every how up five stoiies, and then disliked
the prospect, hated the noisc of a publick sheet,
thought the stars nariow, objected to a low ceiling,

requued
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required the walls to be hung with fresher paper,
ashed questions about the ncighbourhood, could not
think of hwving so far from thewr acquamtance, wished
the windows had looked to the south rather than the
nest, told how the doo: and chumney right have been
better disposed, bid her half the price that she ashed
or promised to give ber carnest the next day, and
came no more

At last a short meagre man, 1 a tarmshed waist-
coat, desired to sec the garret, and when Le had su-
pulated for two long shelves, and a lmger table hired
watalowiate When the affair was completed, he
looked 10und him with great satisfaction and repeated
some words which the woman did not understand  In
two days he brought a gieat box of books took pos
session of s room, and Ined very moffensively, ex
cept that he frcquently distuibed the mhabitants of the
nent floor by unseisonable noises  Ile was generally
n bed at noon, but fiom evening to mudmght he
sometimes talked aloud with great vebemence, some
times stamped as 1n rage, <ometimes threw down lis
poher, then clattercd his chams, then sat down w
decp thought and agamn burst out into loud vocife
rations, somctunes he would sigh as oppressed wath
misery, and sometimes shake with convulsive laugh
ter  When he encountcied any of the famly, he
gave way or bowed, but rarcly spoke, except that as
be went up stairs he often 1epeated,

~~—0g 11 grava depxre ra s

This habitant th acnal regions boast

hard
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hard words, to wiich his neighbours hstened so often,
that they leained them without understanding them.
What was lus employment she did not venture to ask
hin, but at last heard a printer’s boy inquire for the
author
My landlady was very often advised to beware of
this strange man, who, though he was quiet for the
present, might peibaps become outrageous in the hot
months, but, as she was punctually paid, she could
not find any sufficient 1cason for dismmssing him, tll
one mght he comvinced her, by sctling fire to Ins cur-
tamns, that 1t was nol safe'to have an author for her
inmate
She had then for six weeks a succession of tenants,
who left the house on Satwiday, and, mstead of paying
themr 1ent, stoimed at thew landlady. At last she took
in two sisters, one of whom had spent her little foitune
in procuimg remedics for a Imgerng discase, and was
now supported and attended by the other. she clinbed
with difficulty to the apaitment, where she langished
eight wechs without impatience, or lamentation, ex-
cept for the expense and fatigue which her sister suf-
fered, and then calmly and contentedly espired ~ The
sister folloned her to the grave, pad the few debts
which they bad contracted, wiped away the tears of
useless soriow, and, 1etmning to the business of com-
mon hife, resigned to me the vacant habitation
Such, Mr Rambler, me the changes which have
happencd in the nanow space where my picsent
fortune has fixed my icsidence. So true 1t 1s that
amuscment and mstiuction me always at hand. for
those.

2



N 162 THE RAMBLIR 129

thosc who have shill and wilhongness to find them,
and, <o just 1s the observation of Juvenal, that a
smgle house will show whatever 1s done or suffered 1n

the world
Iam, SIR, &c

Nuap 162 Turspay, October 5, 1751

Orbus es § locuples § Brute consule natus,
Esec fiby ~cras credis amicitias®
Sunt vere  sed quas Juvems quas panper habebas
Quis novus est, mortem diligat slle tuanm Maret

VWhat! old and nich and childless too

And yet Lelieve your frieuds are true?

T ruth mht perhaps to those belong

To those who lovd you poor and young

But tinst me for the new jou have

Theyll love you dearly——in your grave F Lrwis.

N L of the complamts uttered by Afv/ton s Samson,
n the angwish of blmdness, 15, that he shall pass
s life, under the direction of others, that he cannot
regulaté hus conduct by tis own hnowledge, but must
lie at the mercy of those who undertake to guide lim
Iherc 15 no state more contrary to the digmty of
wisdom than perpetunl and unlinited dependance,
m which the understanding hes u eless, and every
motion 15 recened from external mpulsc  Reason
1s the great distinction of human nature, the faculty
by which we approach to some degree of association
Vor VI K with
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with celestial intellisences; but as the excellence of
every power appears only in its opcrations, not fo
have reason, and to have it useless and unemployed,
is nearly the same

Such is the weakness of man, that the essence of
things 15 seldom so much regarded as external and
accidental appendages A small variation of trifling
circumstances, a shight change of form by an artificial
dress, or a casual difference of appearance, by a new
light and situation, will conciliate affection or excite
abhorrence, and determine us to pursue or to avoid.
Every man considers a necessity of compliance with
any will but his own, as the lowest state of ignominy
and meanness ; few are so far lost in cowardice or
neghgence, as not to rouse at the first mnsult of tyranny,
and exert all their force agamnst him who usurps theit
property, or mvades any privilege of speech or action.
Yzt we see often those who never wanted spint to
1epel encroachment or oppose violence, at last, by a
gradual relaxation of vigilance, delivering up, without
capitulation, the fortress which they defended agamst
assault, and laying down unbidden the weapons which
they grasped the harder for every attempt to wrest
them from their bands. Men emment for spint and
wisdom often resign themselves to voluntary pupilage,
and suffer then lives to be modelled by offictous 1gno-
rance, and their choice to be regulabed by presump-
tuous stupldlty

This unresisting acquiescence m the deternnnation
of others, may be the consequence of application to
some study remote from the beaten track of life, some

employment which does not allow leisure for suffi-
cient insnection of thoce nettv affaire by whinkh 1va.
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ture has decrecd a great part of our durition to be
filled To a mmd thos withdrawn from common
ahjects 1t 1s more eligible to repose on the prudence
of another, than to be exposed every moment to slight
mterraptions  The submission which such confi
dence requires, 13 pard without pam, because it ym-
plies no confession of mfertority The bu.tess from
which we withdraw our cogmizance, 15 not above our
abilities, but below our notice  We please our pride
with the cffects of our nfluence thus weably eserted,
and fancy ourselyes placed in a higher aib, from
which we regulate subordinate agents by a shght and
distant supermtendence  But, whatever vanity or ab
straction may suggest, no man can safely do that by
others which mght be done by himself, he that -
dulges neghgence will quickly become 1gnorant of his
own affaws, and he that trusts without reserve wll at
last be decened 1
It1s, however, impossible but that, as the attention
tends strongly towaids one thing, 1t must retire fiom
another, and he that omits the care of domestick
busmess, because he 15 engrossed by mquirtes of more
unportance to manhind, has, at least, the ment of suf-
fering m a good cause  But there are many who can
plead no such extenuation of their folly, who shake
off the buiden of their station, not that they may soar
with less mcumbrance to the heights of knowledge or
virtug, but that they may loiter at ease and sleep m
quet, and who select for friendship and confidence
not the faithful and the virtuoys, but the soft, the avl,
and compliant,
This openness to flattery 13 the common disgrace
of dechining hfe  When men fegl sseahness mcreas
K2 mg
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ing on them, they naturally desne to rest from the
stinggles of contiadiction, the fatiguc of reasonmg,
the anxicty of circumspection ; when they are hourly
tormented with pamns and diseases, they are unable
to bear any new distmbance, and eonsider all oppo-
sitton as an addition to misery, of which they feck
dheady more than they can patiently endure.  “Thus
desirous of peace, and thus fearful of pam, the old
man seldom mnquires after any other quahties in those
whom he caresses, than quichness i eonjecturing his
desires, actwvity in supplying his wants, dextenty m
intercepting complaints befoie they approach ncar
enough to distmb hum, flenibility to lus present hu-
mour, submission to hasty petulance, and attention
to wearisomc nariations. Dy these aits alone many
have been able to defeat the claims of hindied and of
ment, and to enrich themselves with piesents and
legacies.

Thrasybulus inherited a Jmge fortune, and aug-
mented it by the revemues of seveial lucrative em-
ployments, which he discharged with honour and
dexteity. He was at last wise enough to consider,
that hife should not be devoted wholly to accumulation,
and thciefore, 1etning to his estate, apphed lumself
to the education of his childien, and the cultivation of
domestick happiness.

He passed several years in this pleasing amusement,
and saw his caie amply recompensed, s daughters
weie celebrated for modesty and elegance, and Ins
sons for learning, prudence, and spmit In time the
eagerness, with which the neighbouring gentlemen
courted his alliance, obhiged him to 1esign his daugh-
teis to other families; the vivacity and cuiiosity of

e
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fus sons hurired them out of rural privacy into the
open world, from whence they had not soon an mch-
nation to return  Ihis, however, he had always
hoped , he pleased himsclf with the success of his
schemes  and felt o inconvensence fiom sohtude till
an apoplevy deprived hum of his wife

Thrasybulus bl now no companion, and the m
ladies of mcreasing years having taken from him much
of the power of procuring amusement for himself, he
thought it necessry to procure some inferiour friend
who might ease him of his economical solicitudes  and
dnat hmn by cheerful conversation Al these quah
ties he soon recollected 1 Pafer, a derhin one of the
offices over which he had formerly presded  Pafes
was nvited to visit ns old patron, and beng by his
station acquamnted with the present modcs of hfe, and
by constant practice dexterous m busine s, enter tained
hin with <6 many noveltics, and <o readily disen
tugled his ffurs, thit he was desned to resign his
clerkship nd accept a liberal salirv m the house of
2l asybidus

Vafer, having alnays Ined in a state of depend wce,
sas well versed i the aits by which tavour 1s obtained,
and could, without repugnance or he itation accem-
modate hmself to every caprice, and echo everv
opmion  He never doubted but to be convinced, nor
attempted opposition but to flatter Z/4rasybulus with
the pleasure of 1 victoly By thus practice he found
Iis way nto Ius | ations heart, and, having first made
hunself agreeable soon became impoitant His
sidious dilizence, by which the laziness of age was
gratificd, engiossed the management of ftans, and
Ins petty oftices of crvility, and occasional mtercessions,

| ] per.uaded
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persuaded the tenants to consider him as their friend
and benefactor, and to enticat his enforcement of their
representations of hard years, and his countcnance to
petitions for abatement of rent

Thrasybulus had now banquetted on flattery, till he
could no longer bear the harshness of 1emonstrance
or the msipidity of tiuth  All contrariety to his own
opinion shocked hin like a violation of some natual
ught, and all 1ecommendation of his affairs to lus own
mspection was dieaded by him as a summons to toi-
twe Iis chuldren were alaimed by the sudden riches
of Vafer, but then complamts were heard by therr
father with impatience, as the 1esult of a conspiracy
agamst his quiet, and a design to condemn him, for
ther own advantage, to gioan out lus last hows
perplexity and diudgery. The daughters 1etned with
tears m therr eyes, but the son contmnued his impor -
tonities t1ill he found his inheritance hazarded by his
obstmacy. , Fafer trrumphed over all their effoi ts, and,
continuing to confirm himself in authority, at the death
of his master, purchased an estate, and bade defiance
to mquny and justice.
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|

3 o 1
Numn 163 Tukspay,! Ocfober 8, 1751
i

Mutte superba pats festidia  spemque caducam
Despice  wiie tibi, nam morere tibt Sevzca

i
Bow to no patron s msolence  rely
On no frail hopes 1 frecdom Iive and die F Lewis

i
ONE of the cruelties exercised by wealth and
power upon mdigence and dependance 1s more
mischievous m its consequences, or more frequently
practised with nanton neghgence, than the encowmage
ment of expectations which are never to be gratified,
and the elation and depression of the heart by needle s
vicrssitudes of hope and disappomntment
Lvery man 1s nch o poo, according to the pro
portion betneen s desires and enjoyments  any en
largement of wishes 15 therefore equally destructive to
happmess with the dunmution of possession, and he
that teaches another to long for what he never shall
obtain 1s no less an enemy to Ins quict, than if he
had robbed him of part of lus patrimony
But representations thus refined exlubit no ade
quate 1dea of the gult of pretended friendship, of
artifices by wluch followers are attracted only to de
corate the retmue of pomp, and swell the shout of
populanity, and to be dismissed with contempt and
1gnominy, when then leader has succecded or mis-
carried, when he 1s sick of show, and weary of noise
Winle ¢ man, mfatuated with the promses of great
ness, wastes lus hours and days m attendance and so
X4 hctation,
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licitation, the honest opportnmitics of improsving s
condition pass by without s notier 5 he nesicets 1o
cultivate lus own bariea soil; becanse he evprots
every moment to be placed msegions of spontany ons
fartibty, and 1s seldom 1oused from his delusion, but
by the gripe of disticss which he canuot resist, and the
sensc of evils which cannot be 1emedied

The punishment of Zantalus i the mternal venons
affords o just image of hungy servihity, flattered wath
the approach of advantage, doomed to lose 1t betue
it comes mto his reach, always within a fow days
of feheity, and always sihng back to his toumey
wants
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“T saw,’ says Homer's Ulysses, ¢ the severe pumsh-
“ment of Taplalus In a lake, whose waters ap-
“ proached to lus hips, he stood bmnmng with thust,
‘“ without the power to dumk. Whenever he in-
“clined his head to thc sticam, some deity com-
“ manded 1t to be dry, and the dak carth appeaed
“at his feet Around lum lofty tices spicad ther
“fimts to wiew; the pear, the pomegianate, and

““ the
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* the apple, the grecn olne and the luscious fhig
¢ quuered before Inm, which whenever he extended
# Iys hand to serze them, were snatched by the winds
“ mto clouds and obscurity ™

This mage of msery was perhaps ongmally su,
gested to some poet by the conduct of lus patron, by
the daily contemplation of splendour which be never
must partahe, by truitless attempts to catch at inter-
dicted happiness, and by the sudden evanescence of
ihis reward, when he thought lus labours almost at an
end lo groan with poserty, when all about him
was opulence, riof, and superfluty, and to find the
fivours which he had long been encouraged to hope,
and had Jong endcavoured to deserve, squandered at
last on namecless ignorance, was to thirst with water
flowing before hun, and to see the fruits, to which his
hunger was hastening, scattered by the wind Nor
can my correspondent, whatever he may have suffered,

express with more justness or force the vexations of
dependance

7o the RAMBLLR
SIR,

AM one of those mortals who have been courted
and envied as the favounites of the great  Having
often gamed the price of composttion at the umversity,
I began to hope that I should obtam the same
distinction m every other place, wnd determined to
forsahe the profession to winch I was destined by my
parents, and i which the mterest of my family would
have procured me a very advantageous settlement.
The
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The pride of wit fluttered 1n my heart, and when I
prepared to leave the college, nothing entered my 1ma-~
gination but honours, carcsses, and rewards, riches
without labour, and lusury without expense.

1 -however delayed my departure for a time, te
finish the performance by which I was to draw the first
notice of mankind upon me. When it was completed
I hurried to London, and considered every moment
that passed before its publication, as lost in a hind of
neutral existence, and cut off from the golden hours of
happiness and fame The piece was at last printed
and disseminated by a rapid sale, I wandered fiom
one place of concourse to another, feasted from morn-
ing to mght on the repetition of my own praises, and
enjoyed the various conjectures of criticks, the mistaken
‘candour of my friends, and the impotent malice of my
enemies. Some had read the manuscript, and recti-
fied its inaccuracies ; others had seen i1t mn a state so
imperfect, that they could not forbear to wonder at its
present excellence, some had conversed with the author
at the coffee-house, and others gave hints that they had
Jent him money.

I knew that no performance is so favourably read
as that of a writer who suppresses his name, and there-
fore resolved to remam concealed, till those by whom
literary 1eputation 1s estabhished had given their suf-
fiages too publickly to retract them, At length my
bookseller nformed me that durantius, the standing
patron of meut, had sent mqunies after me, and
invited me to his acquaintance,

The tme wiich I had long expected was now ar-
rived. 1 went to 4urantius with a beating heart, for
I looked upon our mterview as the critical moment of

my
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my destimv I was recened with civiliics, which my
academic rudencss made me unable to repay, but
when I had recovered from my confusion, I prose
cuted the conversation wath such Ineliness and pro-
priety, that I confirmed my new friend n his esteem
of my abilities, ind was disrmssed with the utmost
ardour of profession, and raptures of fondness

I was soon summoned to dine with Lurantius, who
had assembled the most judicious of s friends to par-
tahe of the cntertminment.  Agam I eserted my pown-
ers of seniment and expresston and agamn found every
eye sparhling with dehight, and every tongue silent
witn attention I now became famihar at the table of
Aurantus, but could never, mn lis most private or
Jocund hours, obtam more from him than general decla-
rations of esteem, or endearments of tenderness, which
mcluded no particular promise, and therefore con-
ferred no clam  This frigid reserve somewnhat dis
gusted me and when he complamed of three days
absence, I took care to mform lum with how much
maportumty of kindness I had been detamed by hus
rval Pollio

Aurantius now considered s honour as endangered
by the descrtion of a wit, and, lest I should have an
mclination to wander, told me that I could never find
a friend more constant and zealous than himself, that
mdeed he had made no promiscs, because he hoped to
surprise me with advancement but had been silently
promoting my mterest and should continue his good
offices, unless he found the hindness of others more
desired

If you, Mr Rambler, have ever ventured your pht
losophy withm the attraction of greatness, you know

the
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the force of such language ntroduced with a smilc of
gracfous tendeiness, and mmpressed at the conclusion
with an air of solemn sincerity Tiom that mstant I
gave myself up wholly to ‘ur antius, and, as he imme-
diately resumed his former gayety, espected cvery
moining a summons to some cmployment of digmty
and profit. One month succeeded another, and, in
defiance of appearances, I still fancied myself neare:
to my wishes, and contmued to dieam of success, and
wake to disappomtment. At last the failure of my
httle fortune compelled me to abate the finciy which 1
hitherto thought necessary to the company with whom
I associated, and the rank to which I should be 1aised
Aurantius, from the moment m which he discovered
my poverty, considered me as fully m Ins power, and
afterwards rather permitted my attendance than invited
it, thought himself at libeity to refuse my visits, when-
ever he had other amusements withm reach, and often
suffered me to wait, without pretcnding any necessaiy
business 'When I was admitted to his table, if any
man of rank equal to lus own was piesent, he took
occasion to mention my witings, and commend my
ingenuity, by which he mtended to apologize for the
confusion of distinctions, and the impioper assortment
of his company; and often called upon me to enter-
tan his friends with my productions, as a sportsman
delights thc squires of his neighbomhood with the
cuivets of his horse, or the obedience of his spaniels.
To complete my mortification, 1t was his practice to
impose tasks upon me, by requiring me to write upon
such subjects as he thought susceptible of ornament
and illustiation  With these extoited performances
he was hitle satisfied, because he rarely found in them
the

~
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the 1deas winch Ins onn ymegmation had suggested,
and which he therctore thought more natural than
mine

W hen the pale of ceremon 1s broken, rudeness wnd
msult <oon cnter the breach e now found that he
might stfely harass me with vexation, that he had
fised the shachles of patronage upon e, and that I
could nether reast im nor escape At last, i the
eighth year of my servitude, when the clamour of cre
ditors was vehement, and my necessity hnown to be
extreme, he oftered me a smdl office, but lunted Ius
expectation that I should marry a young woman with
whom he had been acquainted
+ T'was not o far depressed by my calamitics as to
comply with this proposal, but, knowmg that com-
plamts and expostulations would but gratify lis inso-
lence, I turned aw ty with that contempt with which L
shall never want spint to treat the wretch who can
outgo the gwilt-of 1 robber without the temptation of
his profit, and who lures the ciedulous and thoughtless
to maintain the show of lus levee, and the marth of Ius
t1ble, at the capense of honour, happiness, and llfc\

N

Lam, SIR, &c

T1BER LIS

t
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Nums., 164. Saturpay, October 12, 1751.

Vituon, Gauré, Catonts habes. MawnT,

Gaurus pretends to Cato’s fame;
And proves —by Cato's vice, s claim.

f JISTINCTION is so pleasing to the pride of man,

that a great part of the pain and pleasurc of life
arises from the giatification or disappointment of an
incessant wish for supcrionity, fiom the success o
miscarriage of secret competitions, from victories and
defeats, of which, though they appear to us of great
importance, 1n reality none aie conscious cxcept our-
selves.

Proportionate to the prevalence of this love of praise
is the vanety of means by winch its attainment 1s at-
tempted Every man, however hopeless his preten-
sions may appea1 to all but himself, has some projcct
by which he hopes to nse to reputation, some art by
which he 1magncs that the notice of the woild will be
attracted; some quality, good o1 bad, which discrimi-
nates him fiom the common herd of mortals, and by
which others may be persuaded to love, or compelled
to fear hm  The ascents of honour, howcver steep,
never appear inaccessible; he that despairs to scale
the precipices by which learning and valour have con-
ducted therr favourites, discovers some by-path, or
easter acclivity, which, though it cannot bing him to
the summit, will yet enable hum to ovcilook those with

whom
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whom he 15 now contending for emnence and we
seldom require more to the happmess of the present
hour, than to surpass him that stands next before us

As the greater part of human lhmd sperh and act
wholly by umtation, most of those who aspire to ho
nour and applause p1opose to themselves some examnple
which serves as the model of their conduct, and the
Tt of their hopes  Almost every man if closely ex-
nmed, will be found to have enbsted himself under
some leader whon he espects to conduct bim to re
nown, to have some hero or other, living or dead, in
s view, whose charicter he cndeavours to assume,
and whose performances he labours to equal

When the ongmal 15 well chosen, and judiciously
eopied, the nmtator often arrives at excellence, wlhich
he could never have attamed without direction, for few
are formed with abilities to discaver new possibilities of
excellence, and to distngush themselves by means
never tried before

But folly and 1dleness often conttise to jtify pride
at & cheaper rate not the qualittes wlich are most
lustrious  but those winch are of esiest attamment,
are selected for umtation, and the honours and rewards
which publick gratitude has paid to the bencfactors of
manhind aie expeeted by wretches who can only 1my
tate them in thewr vices and defects, or adopt some
petty singularities, of which those fion whom they are
borrowed were secretly ashamed ,

No man rises to suchn height as to become con
spictous, but he 13 on one side censured by undiscern
wg malice, whieh reproaches hum for his beut actions,
and slanders lus appatent and mcontestable excellen

tou cies,
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cles, and idolized on the other by ignorant admuration,
which cxalts Ius faults and follics into vutues  Itinay
be obseived, that he by whose intimacy his acquamt-
ances mmagme theiiselves dignified, generally diffuses
among them s mien and his habits, and, indeed,
without more vigilance than 1s geneially applied to
the regulation of the minuter paits of behaviour, 1t 1s
not easy, when we converse much with one whose
general character excites our veneration, to escape all
contagion of his peculiarities, even when we do not
deliborately think them worthy of our notice, and
when they would have excited laughter or disgust, had
they not been protected by thew alliance to nobler
qualities, and accidentally consorted with knowledge
or with virtue.

The faults of a man loved or honowed, sometimes
steal secietly and imperceptibly upon the wise and vir-
tuous, but, by injudicious fondness or thoughtless
vanity, are adopted with design. There is scarce any
farling of mind or body, any eiror of opmion, o1 depra-
ity of practice, which, mstead of producing shame and
discontent, 1ts natwal effects, has not at one time or
other gladdened vamtywith the hopes of praise, and been
displayed with ostentatious industry by those who sought
kindred minds among the wits or heroes, and could
prove their 1€elation only by similitude of deformuty.

In consequence of this perverse ambition, cvery
habit which reason condemns may be mdulged and
avowed. When a man is upbiaided with lus faults, he
may mdeed be paidoned if he endeavours to 1un for
shelter to some celebiated name, but it is not to be
suffered that, from the retreats to which he fled

18 from



t
N° 164 THE RAMBLIR 145

from nfamy, he should 1ssue agun with the conf-
dence of conquests, and call upon mauhmnd for
pruse  letwe see men that waste ther patnmony
mn luvury, destroy thar heilth with debauchery and
enervate than minds with 1dleness, because there hawve
been some whom luxury never could swk into con-
tempt, nor 1dleness hinder from the prusc of gemus

This general nclmaton of man'nd to copy chn-
racters 1 the gross, and the force which the recom
mendation of flustitous examnples adds to the allure-
ments of vice, ought to be considercd by all whose
character excludes them from the shades of secrecy,
as mcitements to scrupulous caution and unnversal
purity of manners No man, howecva enslaved to
his appetites, or hurned by lus passions, can, while
he preserves s ntellects ummpaired, please himself
with promoting the corruption of other Ie whose
merit has enlarged his nfluence, waould surely nish
to exert 1t for the benefit of mankind ~ Yet such will
be the effect of his reputation, while he sufters humself
to ndulge 1n any favounte fault, that they who have
no hope to reach lns excellence w1l catch at lus fail
ngs, and his vartues wall be cited to justify the coprers
of his vices t

It 1s particularly the duty of those who consign
tllustrious names to postenty, to take care lest therr
readeis be misled by ambiguous examples  That
wrter may be justly condemned as an enemy to
goodness, who suffers fondness or wterest to confound
night with wrong or to shelter the faults which even
the wisest and the best have commutted from that
ignommy which guwlt ought always to suffer, and

Vor VI L with

<
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with which it should be moice deeply stigmatized when
digmfied by its neighboushood to uncommon worth,
smee we shall be m danger of beholding 1t without
abhoiience, unless 1ts turpitude be Jaid open, and
the eye sccuted from the deception of suniounding
splendoun.

Nums. 165. Tuvrspay, Oclober 15, 1751.

“Hy viog, aAA& ~img, vy V) aAbeids z's'p.l.
TQ péveg ix mavrov olvreos iv a'y@o'r:'gol;,
“0¢ b7t p.?v xp?;a’gal Svyac"mv, owbr &% &y £iyo,
-~ e o ~ !’ 7 % w
Ny & owdre yeiichas p Svrzpas, 767 Ixw ANTIPHILUS

Young was I once and paor, now rich and old,

A harder case than mine was never told,

Blest with the pow’r to use them—1I had none;

Loaded with 72ches now, the pow’r 1s gone I Leuwis,

To the RAMBLER.
SIR,

P pYHE wnteis who have undeitaken the unpro-
mismg task of modeiating desire, exert all the
power of therr eloquence, to show that happmess is
not the lot of man, and have, by many aiguments
and cxamples, proved the nstability of every condi-
tion by which envy or ambition are excited They
have set before our eyes all the calamties to which
we aie exposed from the frailty of nature, the mnflu-
ence of acudent, or the stratagems of malice, they
have tenficd gicatness with consphacies, and 1ches
with
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with anwieties, wit with eniasm and beauty with
discase

All the force of reason and all the charms of lan
guoge are mdeed necessary to support positions whick
wery mn hears with o+ sh to confute them  Truth
finds an casy entrance mto the nund when she is
mtreduced by desire, and attended by pleasure, but
when she intrudes uncalled and brings only fear and
sorrow 1 her tron, the passes of the mtellect are
Larred nganst her by prejudice and passion, 3f she
sometmes forces her way by the batteries of argu
ment, she seldom long keeps possession of her con
quests, but 18 ¢jected by some favoured enemy, or at
best obtams only & nominal sovercignty, without m-
fluence and withont authonty

That hfe s short we are all convnced, and yet
suffr not that conviction to repress our projects or
lumt our expectations, that hife 1s miscrable we all
feel, and yet we belteve that the time 1 near when
we shall feel 1t no longer But to hope happmcess
and ymmortalty 1s equally vam  QOur state may m-
deed be more or less embittered, as our duration may
be more or less contracted, yet the utmost fehiaity
which we can ever attam will be Dttle better than
alleviation of musery, and we shall always feel more
pam from our wants than pleasurc from om enjoy-
ments The mecdent which I am gomg to iclate
will show, that to destroy the effect of all our suc-
cess, It 1s not necessary that any signel calamity should
fall upon us, that we should be hmassed by impla
cable persecution, o excruciated by irremediable pains
the brightest hours of prosperity have their clouds, and

L2 the
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the sticam of life, if 1t is not 1uflled by obstiactions,
will grow putud by stagnation.

My father, 1csolving not to mntate the folly of s
anccslore, who had bithato ldit the youngor cons en-
cumbiances on ihe cldedt, destmed me to o lucta-
tive profession; and I, bemg carefal to lose no oppoi-
tumty of , improvement, was, ot the usual time n
which young men enter the wotld, well qualibied for
the exarcise of the busiess which T had chnzon.

My eaganess to distingwish my~elt i publil, and
my mpatience of the nanow scheme of hic to which
my indigence confined me, did not sufia me to con-
tinue long m the town wheie I was born. I went
away as fiom a place of confinement, with a 1c<0lu-
tion to 1ctin no moie, 1l I should be able to dazzle
with my splendowm those who now looked upon me
with contempt, to 1eward those who had paid honours
to my dawnmg ment, and to show all who had suf-
fered me to ghde by them unknown and neglected,
how much they mistook then nterest in omtting to
propitiate a genus lihe mine.

Such weie my mtentions when I sallied forth nto
the unknown woild, in quest of 1iches and honours,
which I espected to procure m a very shoit time.
for what could withhold them fiom mdustiy and
hnowledge® Ile that indulges hope will always be dis-
appomted  Reputation I very soon obtamned ; but as
meiit 15 much moie cheaply achnowledged than je-
warded, I did not find myself yet enriched m propo:-
tion to my celcbuty

¥ had, however, n time, surmounted the obstacles
by winch envy and compctition obstiuct the st at-

tempts
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tempts of 2 new clumant, and s myv opponents
and censurers ticitly confessing then despur of suc
ccss, by courting my fuendslup and jiclding to my
influence  They who once pursucd me, were now
satisfied to escape from me, and they who Ind be-
fore thought me presumptuous i hopmg to over-
tahe them, bad now therw utmost wash, af they were
permitted, at no geat distance, quictly to follow
me

My wants were not madly multiphed as my ac
quisttions mereased and the time came 2t length
when I thouzht my.clf enabled to gmtity all reason
able desires, and when, theicfore I re ohved to enjoy
that plenty and seremity wiich I had been Intherto
labouring to mecure, to cnjoy them while I was yct
neither crushed by age into mfirmity, nor so habitu-
ated to a particul u manner of hfe as to be unqualified
for new studies or entertunments

I now quitted my profession and, to set myself 2t
once tree from all importumitics to resume 1t, changed
my residence, and devoted the remuning part of my
time to quet and amuscment  Anudst mnumerble
projects of plewsure, wiichiestless idlencss meted me
to form, and of whuch most, when they came to the
moment of exccution, were rejected for others of no
longer continuance, some acadent wevived m my
magnation the pleasing wdeas of my natwe place It
w1s now 1n my power to visit those from whom I had
been so long absent, m such a manner as was con-
sitent with my formar resolution, and I wondercd
how 1t could happen that I had so long delayed my
onwn happiness ¢
L3 Tull



1350 TIIE RAMBLER. N°1063.

Tull of the admnation which I should excite, and
the homage wluch I should 1ccenve, I dressed my
servants 1n a moic ostentatious hivery, purchased a
magnificent chariot, and resolved to dazzle the in-
habitants of the httle town with an unespected blaze
of gicatness.

While the preparations that vamty 1equued were
made for my departure, which, as worhmen will not
easily be hwried beyond theu oidmnary rate, I thought
vay tedious, I solaced my mmpatience with imaging
the various censures that my appcaiance would pro-
duce, the hopes which some would feel fiom my
bounty, the teriour wiich my power would strike
on others; the awkward respect with which T should
be accosted by timorous officiousness , and the distant
reverence with which otheis, less familiar to splen-
dowr and dignity, would be contented to gaze upon
me I deliberated a long time, whether I should im-
mediately descend to a level with_ my former acquaint-
ances, o1 make my condescension more grateful by
a gentle transition from haughtiness and reserve. At
length I determmed to forget some of my compa-
nions, till they discovered themselves by some mdu-
bitable token, and to 1eceive the congiatulations of
others upon my good fortune with ndifference, to
show that I always eapected what I had now ob-
tamed. The acclamations of the populace I pur-
posed to rewaird with six hogsheads of ale, and a 1o0ast-
ed ox, and then recommend to them to retuin to
theirr work,

At last all the tiappings of giandeur weie fitted,
#nd I began the journey of triumph, which I could

have
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have wished to huve ended m the same moment, but
my horses fclt none of thewr masters ardour, and I
was shaken four days upon rugged ronds I then
cntered the town, and, hwing gciously Iet fill the
glasses, that iy person might be <cen, pas ed slowly
throuch the strect  Ihie nosse of the wheels brought
the mbalntants to thar doors but I could not per
ceive that I was hnown by them At last I alighted,
and my nune, I suppose, was told by my servants
for the barber stept from the opposite house, and
seized me by the hand with honest joy m lus counte-
nance, which, according to the rule that I had pre
scribed to myeclf, T repressed with a fri_xl gracous
ness  The fellow, mstead of smhing mto dejection
turned away wuth contempt, and left me to consider
how ¢ second <alutation should be recened  lhe
nest friend was better treated, for I soon found that I
must purchase by cmility that regard wineh I had
expected to entorce by msolence
There was yet no smohe of bonfires, no harmony
of bells, no shout of crowds, nor riot of joy, the
busmess of the day went forward as before, and,
after having ordered a splendid supper, which no man
came to partihe, and which my chagrin hintlered me
from tisting I went to bed, where the vesation of
disrppomntment overpowcied the fatigue of my journey,
and hept me from sleep
I rose so much humbled by those mortifications, as
to mquire after the present state of the town, and
found that T had been absent too long to obtam the
triomph which had flattered my espectiion  Of
the fitends whose compliments 1 expected, some had
long ago moved to distant provinces, some had lost
14 m
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in the maladies of age all sense of anothe1’s prosperity,
and some had forgotten our former mtimacy anudst
caie and distresses  Of three whom I had 1esolved
to punish for their {oimer offences by a longer continu-
ance of neglect, one was, by his own mdustiy, raised
above my scoin, and two were sheltered from it
the g‘\ ave All those whom I loved, feaied, or hated,
all whose envy o1 whose kindness I had hopes of con-
templating with pleasurc, were swept away, and their
place was filled by a new generation with other views
and other competitions, and, ameng many proofs of
the impotence of wealth, I found that it conferred
upon me very few distinctions mn my native place.

I am, SIR, &c.
SEROTINUS.
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Nuwp 166 Saturpay, Ocloler 19, 1751

Pavper enss semper 51 pauper es Emilane,
Dantur opes nullis nunc msi divitibus Mant

Once poor my friend still poor you must reman
The rich alone have 2ll the means of gan. Low Cave

O complamnt has been more frequently repeated
1 all ages than that of the neglect of ment as
sociated with poverty, and the difhiculty with which
valuable or pleasing qualiies force themselves nto
view, when they are obscured by mndigence It has
been long observed that matise beauty has httle
powet to charm without the ornaments which fortune
bestows, and that to want the favour of others 1s often
sufficient to hinder us from obtaming 1t
Lvery day discovers that mankind are not yet
convinced of their errour, or that their conviction 1s
without power to mfluence their conduct, for po
verty still continues to produce contempt, and still
obstructs the claims of hindied nd of virtue  The
eye of wealth 15 elevated towards higher stations,
and seldom descends to examme the nctions of these
who are placed below the level of its notice, and
who m distant regions and lower situations are shug-
ghnyy with distiess, or tohng for bread  Among
the multitudes overwhelmed with msuperable cala
anty, 1t 15 common to find those whom a very httle
assist
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assistance would enable to support themselves with
decency, and who yet cannot obtam from near rela-
tions, what they see hourly lavished m ostentation,
luxury, o1 fiolick

Theie aie natural reasons why poveity does not
easily concihate affection  lle that has becn con-
fined from lis mfancy to the conversaton of the
lowest classes of manhind, must necessarly want
those accomplishments which are the usual means of
attractmg favour, and though tiuth, fortitude, and
probity, give an mdisputable right to 1everence and
Lindness, they will not be distinguished by common
eyes, unless they are biightened by elegance of man-
neis, but are cast aside like unpolished gems, of which
none but the artist knows the mtrinsick value, till then
asperities are smoothed and then inciustations rubbed
anay.

The grossness of vulgar habits obstiucts the effi-
cacy of vitue, as impuiity and haishness of style 1m-
pan the foice of 1cason, and rugged numbers twn
off the mmd irom aitifice of dispesition, and fertility
of mvention Few have sticngth of reason to ovei-
rule the peiceptions of sense, and yet fewar have
cuilosity or benevolence to struggle long agamst the
st unpression, he therefore who fails to please m
his salutation and address, 1s at once rejected, and
never obtais an opportunity of showing his latent
excellencies, o1 essential qualitics

It 15, ndeed, not easy to presciibe a successful man-
ner of approeach to the distiessed or necessitous, whose
condition subjects every hmd of behaviom equally to
mscairiage.  He whose confidence of meiit mcites
hmm to meet, without any appaient sense of mferionty,

\ the
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the eyes of those who flattered themselves with their
own digmty 15 considered us an msolent leveller,
1mpatient of the just prerogatives of rank and wealth,
cager to usurp the station to which he hs no right,
and to confound the subordinations of society, and
who would contrnibute to the esaltation of that spint
which even want and calamity are not able to restrain
from rudeness and rebellion

But no better success will commonly be found to
attend servility and dejection, winch often give pride
the confidence to treat them with contempt. A re-
quest made with diffidence and timdity 15 casily
dented, because the petitioner amself seems to doubt
its fitness

Kindness 1s generally reciprocal, we are desirous
of pleasing others, because we recenve pleasure from
them but by what means can the man please, whose
attention 1s engrossed by his distresses, and who has
no lusure to be oficious, whose wifl 1s restrained by
his neceesities, and who has no power to confer
benefits, whose temper 15 perhaps vitited by muscry,
and whose understanding 1s impeded by 12norance?

It 15 yet & moic oflensive discouragement, that the
~ame actions performed by dificrent hands produce
different effects, and, 1nstead of rating the man by his
performances, we rate too frequently the performance
by the man It sometimes happens m the combrt
nations of hfe, that important services are performed
by 1aferiours, but though therr zeal and actiiaty may
be paid by pecumsary rewards, they seldom excite
that flow of gratitude, or obtam that accumulation
of recompense, with which all thnk 1t ther duty
to acknowledge the favow of those who descend

to



to their assistance fiom a higher elevation  To be
obliged, 15 to be m some 1cspect inferiow to an-
othar, and few willingly ndulge the meaiory of an
action which 1aises one whom they have always been
accustomed to think below them, Lut satisty themselves
with famt prase and penwious pavment, and then
duve 1t fiom then own minds, and endeavow to con-
ccal 1t fiom the knowledge of otheis

It may be always objected to the seivices of those
who can be supposed to want a reward, that they
were produced not by hindness but mterest, they are
therefore, when they are no longer waated, casily
disregarded as aits of smuation, o1 stiatagems of
selfishness.  Benefits which are 1ccenved as gilts fiom
wealth, ale evacted as debts fiom mdigence; and he
that 1 a high station 1s celebiated for superfluous
goodness, would m a mecaner condition have baicly
been confessed to have done his duty

It 1s scaicely possible for the utmost benevolence
to oblige, when eveited under the disadvantages of
gcat mfcriority, for, by the habitual anrogance of
wealth, such cexpectations aie commonly foimed as
no zeal o1 mdustiy can satisfy; and what 1egard can
he hope, who has done less than was demanded fiom
him?

There are mndeed kdnesses conferied which were
never puichased by precedent favours, and there is
an affcction not ansmg fiom giatitude or gioss m-
terest, by which similar natwes are attiacted to each
other, without prospect of any other advantage than
the pleasme of evchangimg <entiments, and the hope
of confunung then estcem of themselves by the ap-
prebation of each other  But this spontaneous fond-

) ness.
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ness seldom rises 1t the sight of poverty, which every
one reguds with habitunl contempt, and of which the
applause 1s no more cowmted by vamty, than the coun-
tenance 15 solicited by ambiton  The most gencrous
and disinterested friendship must be resolved at last
mto the love of oursclves, he therefore whose reputa-
tation or di_mty inclmes us to consider s esteem as a
testimonial of desert, will always find ow heatts open
to lus endewments  We every diy ee men of umi-
nence followed with all the obsequiousness of depend-
ance, and courted with il the blandishments of flattery,
by those who want nothing from them but professtons
of regard, and who thinh themselves liberally rewarded
by a bow, a smile, or an embrce

But those prejudices which every mind feels more or
less m fwvour of riches, ought, like other opinions, winch
only custom and example haie impressed upon us, to
be m time subjected to reason  We must learn how
to separate the ren] charcter from extrancous ad
hestons and casual circumstances, to consider closely
fum whom we are about to adopt or to reject to re
gard s inclmations as well as Ins actions, to trace out
those virtues which lie torpid in the heart for want of
opportunity, and those vices that lurk unseen by the
absence of temptation, that when we hind worth famtly
shooting m the shades of obscunty, we may lct n light
and sunshine upon it, and ripen barren vohition nto
efficacy and power
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Nunms. 167. Turspay, Oclober 22, 1751.

Candida per petuto 1 esrde concor dia Iecto,
Tamque par: semper sit Venus aqua jugo.
Diligat psa scnem quondam, sed el 1psa marito
Tum quoque cum fuciit, non tideatur anus Mart.

Their nuptial bed may smifing concord dress,

And Fenus still the happy nnion bless!

Wrinkled with age, pray mutual love and truth

To thewr dim eyes recall the bloom of youth, I'. Lrwis.

T0 the RAMBLER.
SIR, .

TT is not common to envy those with whom we can-
not easily be placed mn compaiison. Every man
sees without malevolence the progiess of another in
the tracts of Iife, which he has himself no desne to
tread, and heas, without inclination to cavils or con-
tradiction, the renown of those whose distance will not
suffer them to diaw the attention of mankind fiom his
own mcrt. The sailor never thmks it necessary to
contest the lawyer’s abilities; nor would the Rambler,
however jealous of luseputation, be much disturbed

by the success of rival wits at Agra o Ispahan
We do not therefore asciibe to you any superlative
degiee of vitue, when we believe that we may inform
you of our change of condition without danger of ma-
lignant
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hgnant fasemation, and that when you read of the
mnage of your coriespondents Flymeneus and Tran
qualla, you will jom your wishes to those of then other
fuiends for the happy event of an umon m whith ca-
price and selfishness had so httle pait

Theie 1s at least this reason why we should be less
decenved m our connulnal bopes than many who enter
nto the same staite, that we have alloved our minds to
form no unreasonable cipectations, nor vitiated om
fancies, m the soft hours of courtship with vistons of
feliaty winch human power cannot bestow, or of per-
fection which human virtue cannot attam ‘I hat :mpar-
tality vith which we endevvour to mspect the manuers
of all whom we have knonn was never so much over-
powcred by our passton, but that we discovered some
fanlts and weahknesses 1 each other, and jomed our
hands m conviction, that as there are advantages to be
enjoyed in marriage, there aye mnconvemencies ikewise
to be endured, and that, together with confederate in-
tellects and «unibar virtues, we must find different
opimons and opposite inchnations

‘We however flatter ourselves, for who 1s not flattered
by hunsclf as well as by others on the day of mar-
mage? that we arc emmently qualificd to give mutual
pleasure  Our birth 1s without anv such remarhable
disparity as can give either an opportumity of msulting
the other with pompous names and splendid ailiances,
or of calling 10, upon 1y domestick controversy, the
overbearing assistance of powerful relations  Qur
fortune was equally suitable, so that we meet without
any of those obligations, which always produce re-
proach or suspicton of reproach, which, though they

may
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may be forgotten m the gayeties of the fist month, no
dehicacy will always suppiess, or of which the suppies-
sion must he consideied as a new favour, to be 1ep.ad
by tameness and subnussion, till gratitude takes the
placc of love, and the desi.c of pleasing degenerates by
degices into the foar of offending
The settlicments caused no delay, for we did not
tiust ow affans to the negotiation of wietches, who
would have paid their comt by multiplying stipulations.
Tranquilla scoined to detam any part of her fortunc
fiom hun mto whose hands she dehivered up her per-
son, and I{ymencus thought no act of baseness more
cummal than Ins who enslaves Ins wife by hat own
genciosity, who by manymg without a jomtwme, con-
demns her to all the dangers of accident and caprice,
and at last boasts his hberality, by gianting what only
the indiscietion of her hinduess enabled him to with-
hold Ide theiefore 1eceived on the common terms
the portion wiich any other woman mght have brought
lum, and 1cserved all the exuberance of acknowledg-
ment for those excellencies which he has yet been
able to discover only in Tranquiila
We did not pass the weeks of courtsinp like those
who consider themselves as taking the last dravght
of pleasure, and 1esolve not to quit the bowl with-
out a surfeit, or who know themselves about to
set happmess to hazaid, and endeavour to lose their
sense of danger mn the ebrety of perpetual amuse-
ment, and whirl round the gulph beforc they sk,
Hymeneus often 1epcated a medical aniom, that #/e
succours of sickness ought not to be wasted wn health.
We know that however our eyes may yet sparkle,
and
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and our hearts bound at the piesence of each other,
the time of listlesness and saticty, of pecvishness and
discontent, must come at last mn which we shall be
drnven for relief to shows and recreations, that the
umtormity of life must be sometines dunersified, nd
the vacuities of comersation sowetimes supphed
We rejoice 1n the reflection that we hase .tores of
novelty yet unexhausted which may be opened when
1epletion <hall call for change, and gratiications yet
untasted, by which hfe, when st shall become sapid
or bitter, may be restored to 1ts former sweetness and
sprghtimess, and 1gam 1rntate the appetite, and agam
sparhle mn the cup

Cur time will probably be less tasteless than that
of those whom the authority and avarice of pirents
unite almost without their consent i their early
jears, before they have accumulated any fund of rc
flecton, or collected materals for mutual entertain-
ment.  Such we hase often seen nsing i the morn
mg to cards, and retirmg n the afternoon to doze,
whose hippmess was celebiated by their nerghbours,
because they happened to grow rnich by parsimony,
and to be hept qumet by msensibility, and agreed to
cat and to sleep togcther

We have both mingled with the world and are
therefore no strangers to the faults and vatues,
the designs and  competitions, the hopes and fears
of our cotemporanes  We have both amused our
leisure with books, and can thucfore 1ecount the
events of former times, or aitc the dictates of an
cient wusdom  Lvery occurrence furmshes us with
some lunt which one or the other can mprove,
and 1f 1t should happen that memory or ymagina

Vor VI M tion
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tion fail us, we can retne to no idle or ununproving
solitude.

Though our characters, beheld at a distance, ex-
hibit this gencral resemnblance, yet, a nearer inspec-
tion discoveis such a dissimlitude of our halntudes
and sentuments, as leaves cach some peculiar advan-
tages, and affords that concor dia discors, that smitabla
disagieement which 1s always necessary to mtcllectual
haimony There may be a total diversity of ideas
which admits no participation of the same dclight,
and there may likewise be such a confoimity of no-
tions as leaves neither any thing to add to the deci-
sions of the other.  With such contrailety theie can
be no peace, with such simlaity theie can be no
pleasure  Our reasonings, though often formed upon
different views, texminate generally in the same con-
clusion Qu thoughts, hke 1vulets 1ssuing from
distant sprmngs, arc each impregnated n 1ts course
with vailous mntwes, and tinged by infusions un-
known to the other, yet, atlast, casily unite into one
stream, and purily themsclves hy the gentle effer-
vescence of contrary qualities

These benefits we 1eceive in a gicater degree as we
converse without reserve, because we have nothing to
conceal ' We have no debts to be paid by impercep-
tible deductions from avowed espenses, no habits to
be mdulged by the private subse1viency of a favoured
servant, no private mterviews with needy 1elations,
no intelhgence with spies placed upon each other.
We considered marriage as the most solemn league of
perpetual filendship, a statc from which artifice and
eoncealment are to be banished for ever, and mn which

every act of dissunulation 15 a bieach of faith,
‘ ‘ ‘ The
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The mmpetuous vivacity of youth, and that ardour
of desire, which the first sight of pleasure naturally
produces, have long ceased to hurry us mto 1rregu
larity and vehemence, and expertence has shown us
that few gratifications are too valuable to be sacrificed
to complasance  'We have thought 1t convement to
rest from the fatigue of pleasure and now only con-
tmue that course of life nto wiich we had before
entered, confirmed mn our choice by mutual approba-
tion, supported mn our resolution by mutual encou-
ragement, and assisted mn our cforts by mutual ex-
hortation

Such, Mr Rambler, 1s our prospect of hfe, 2 pro-
spect which, as 1t 1s beheld with more attention, scems
to open more extensie happuess, and spreads, by
degrees, mto the boundless regions of ctermty  But
1f all our prudence has been vain, and we aie doomed
to give one 1nstance more of the uncertunty of human
discernmeut, we shall comfort ourselves amydst our
disappointments, that we were not betriyed but by
such delusions as cwtion could not escape, since
we sought happiness only 1n the arms of virtue  We
are,

SIR,
Your humble Servants,
HY MCN/LUS,
TRANQUILLA

w?

M2



164 THE RAMBLER. N* 168.

Nums. 168. SaTurDAY, Ocfober 26, 1751.

Deciprt
I'rons pruma multes, rara mens intelligat
Quod wnteriore condudit cura angulo. Paxpuvs.

The tinsel ghtter, and the spectous mien,
Delude the most, few pry behind the scene.

IT has been observed by Boieau, that “ a mean

¢ or common thought expressed 1n pompous dic-
“ tion, geneially pleases more than a new or noble
“ sentument delivered mn low and vulgar language ;
“ because the number is greater of those whom cus-
“ tom has enabled to judge of words, than whom
* study has quahfied to examine things.”

This solution might satisfy, if such only were of-
fended with meanness of expression as aie unable to
distinguish propuiety of thought, and to sepaate pro-
positions o1 1mages fiom the velucles by which they
arc conveyed to the undeistanding. But this hand
of disgust 1s by no means confined to the ignorant or
superficial , 1t operates uniformly and universally upon
teadeis of all classes, every man, however profound
or abstracted, peiccives Imself hiresistibly alicnated
by low terms, they who profess the most zealous
adherence to truth are foiced to admit that she owes
pait of her chaims to her oinaments; and loses much
of her power over the soul, when she appcars dis-
graced by a diess uncouth or 1l adjusted.

We are all offended by low terms, but are not dis-
gusted alilie by the same compositions, because we do

not
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not all agree to censure the same terms as low  No
word 15 naturally or mtrmsteally meaner than another,
our opimon therefore of words, as of other things -r-
bitrarily anl capiciously established, depends wholly
upon accdent and custom  The cottager thnks
those apartments splendid and spacious, which an
mhabitant of palaces will despice for their mnelegance,
and to him who 1as passed most of his hours with the
delicate and polite, many expressions will scem sor-
did, wiich another, equally acute may hear without
offence, but a mean term nesver fuls to displease m
to whom 1t appears mean, as poverty 1s certamly
and mvarably despised, though he who 18 poor m
the cyes of some, may, by others, be envied for Ins
wealth

W ords become low by the ocesions to winch_they
are applicd, or the general chariicter of them who use
thiem, and the disgust wiich they produce, anscs
from the revival of those images with wlich they aro
conmonly umted  Lhus of, m the most solemn dis-
course, 2 phrasc happens to occur which has been
successfully employed m some ludicrous narratne,
the gruest auditor finds it difficalt to reframn from
Inubter, when they nlo are not prepossessed by the
same accdental gssociation, are utteily unable to gucss
the reason of his merument Words which comey
ideas of digmity 1 one age, me bamshed from élegant
wuting ar convereation i another, becausc they are m
time debased by sulgw mouths and can be no longer
heard without the involuntary recollection of unpleas
ing ma s

When Afycheth 15 confirming himself i the hor-

nd pu posif of stabbing Ins ling, he breaks out

o 3 anudst,
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amidst his emotions into a wish natural to a mur-
derer : 0
" Come, thick mght!
And pall thee 1n the dunnest smoke of hell,
That my keen kmfe sce not the wound 1t makes;

Nor heav’n peep through the blanket of the dark,
To cry, Hold' hold'

In this passage is excrted all the force of poetry, that
force which calls new powers mto beng, which em-
bodies sentiment, and animates matter, yet, peihaps,
scarce any man now peruses 1t without some disturb-
ance of his attention from the counteraction of the
words to_the 1deas What can be more dreadtul than
to implore the presence of might, mvested, not in
common obscurity, but 1 the smoke of hell® Yet
the efficacy of this mvocation 1s destroyed by the
insertion of an epithet now seldom heard but n the
stable, and dun mght may come or go without any
other notice than contempt.

If we start nto raptures when some hero of the
Ihad tells us that Jépv maweras, his lance rages with
eagerness to destroy; 1if we are alarmed at the terrour
of the soldiers commanded by Cesar to hew down the
sacred grove, who dreaded, says Lucan, lest the axe
aimed at the oak should fly back upon the striker .

Sz 10bora sac a ferwrent,
In sua c1edebant reditui as membra secures,

None dares with impious steel the grove to rend,
Lest on himself the destin’d stroke descend,

we cannot surely but sympathise with the horrours of
a wietch about to mwder lus master, his friend, his
benefactor, who suspects that the weapon will refuse

its
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1ts office, and start back from the breast wlich he 1s
prepaumng-to-violate  Yet thus sentiment 1s weahened
by the nume of an_instrument used by butehers and
cooks 1n the meanest employments we do not 1m
mediately concenve that any cnime of importance 15 to
be commtted with a 7afe, or who does not, at last,
from the long habit of connccting a4 hmfe with sordid
offices, fecl aversion rather than terrour?

MMacbeth proceeds to wish, 1n the madness of guilt,
that the inspection of heaven may be mtercepted, and
that he may, m the molutions_of infernal_darhness,
escape the eye of Providence  Ihus 1s the utmost ex»
travagance of determined wichedness, yet this 15 so
debased by two unfortunate words, thatwhile I endea
vour to tmpress on my reader the energy of the sentt
ment, I can scarce check my msibility, when the ex
pression forces tsclf upon my mind, for who, without
some relaxation of his gravity, can hear of the avengers
of guilt peeping through a blanket?

Thesc imperfections of diction are less obvious to
the reader, as he 13 less acquunted with common
usages they are therefore wholly unperceptible to a
foreigner, who learns our language from books, and
will stnke a solitary academick less forcibly than a
modish lady

Amaong the numerous requisites that most concur to
complete an author, few ue of more ymportince than
an carly entrance nto the hving world The sceds
of knowledge may be planted 1 sohtude, but must be
cultivated n publick  Argumentation may be taught
m colleges, and theories formed n retirement, but
the artifice of embelhshment, and the powers of at
traction, can be guned only by general converse

M4 - An
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An acquaintance with prevailing customs and fa-
shionable elegance 15 necessmy lihewise for othar pur-
poses The myuy that grand nnagery sufters from
unsuttable longuage, personal ment may fear from
rudeness and ndclicacy  When the success of Aoncas
depended on the favour of the queen upon whose
coasts he was diuiven, his celestial protectress thought
lim not sufhciently secuied agamst réjection by his
picty or bravery, but decorated lim for the mterview
with preternatmal beauty  Whoever desnes, for his
writings or himself, what none can rcasonablj, con-
temn, the favour of manhind, must add grace to
strength, and make Inus thoughts agiecable as well as
useful, Many complam of neglect who never tiied
to attiact regaid It cannot be expected that the
pations o science or vitue should be solicitous to dis-
cover excellencies, which they who possess them shade
and disguise  Iew have abilities so much needed by
the rest of the woild as to be caressed on then own
teuns, d he that will not condescind to 1ccommend
hunsclf by exteinal embellichm: nts, must submit to
the fate of just sentunent incanly expressed, and be
1idiculed and foigotten before he is understood,
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Nouxp 169 Tuespax, Oclober 29, 1751

Nec pluteum cadit nec demorsos sapit ungues Pxrarce,

No bload fronr Intten nails those poem  drew
But churnd like spattle trom the lips they flew
Drypen

NATUR AL lustorimns assert, that whatever 1s
formed for long durtion arrnves slowly to its
matunsty  Thus the firmest tunber 1s of tardy growth,
and ammals generally exceed ech other 1 longevity,
m proportion to the tune between their conception
and their birth

The same obscrvation iy be extended to the off-
spring of the mind  Hasty contpositions, however
they please at first by flonery lusuriance, and spread
i the sunshme of temporary favour, can seldom
endure the change of scasons, but perish at the first
blast of cniticism, or frost of neglect  When Apelles
was reproached with the paucity of lus productions,
and the mcessant ittention with which he retouched
Iis picces, he condescended to make no other answer

than that ke pamted for per pcturty
No vamty can more justly wmcur contempt an. m-
dinanon than that which boasts of neglizence and
hurry  Tor who can bear with patence the wuter
who claims such superionty to the 1cst of s species,
as to wnagme that mankind aic 1t ler ure for atten-
tion to hus estemporary sallies, and that postersty will
Teposite
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reposite his casual effusions among the treasures of
ancient wisdom?

Men have sometimes appeated of such tianscend-
ent abilities, that their shghtest and most cursory per-
formances excel all that labowm and study can enable
meaner tellects to compose; as there are regions
of which the spontaneous products cannot be equal-
led m other sols by care and culture But it is no
less dangerous for any man to place himself m this
rank of understanding, and fancy that he 1s born to
be illustrious without labour, than to omit the cares
of hushandiy, and expect from lis ground the blos-
soms of Arabua. )

The greatest pait of those who congratulate them-
selves upon their mtellectual dignity, and usurp the
privileges of gemus, are men whom only themselves
would ever have marked out as enriched by uncom-
mon liberalities of nature, or entitled to veneration
and mmmortality on easy terms. This ardour of
confidence 1s usually found among those who, having
not enlarged their notions by books or conversation,
are persuaded, by the paitiality which we all feel m
our own favour, that they have 1eached the summut
of excellence, because they discover none higher than
themselves ; and who acquiesce m the fust thoughts
that occur, because thewr scantmess of knowledge
allows them lhttle choice, and the narrowness of thewr
views affords them no glmpse of perfection, of that
sublime 1idea which human mdustry has fiom the
first ages been vamly toiling to appioach  They
see a httle, and believe that theie 1s nothing beyond
therr sphere of vision, as the Patuecos of Spamn, who

2 mhabited



N* 169 THL RAMBLLR 171

mhabited a small valley, concerved the surrounding
mountans to be the boundaries of the world In
proportion as perfection 1s more distinctly concenved,
the pleasure of contemplating our own performances
will be lessened, 1t may therefore be observed, that
they who most deserve praise are often afrud to de-
ade 1n favour of thewr own performances, they hnow
how much 15 still wantng to ther' completion, and
wait with anxiety and terrom the determmation of
the publick T pleasc every one ¢lse, says Tully, dut
never satisfy myself

It hss often been ingqured, why, notwithstandmng
the advances of later nges in science, and the assist-
ance which the infusion of so many new ideis has
given us, we fall below the ancrents i the art of com-
posttion  Some part of their superiority may be
Jjustly aseribed to the graces of thesr language, from
which the most polished of the present Euw opean
tongues are nothing more than barbarous degenera
tions Some advantage they mught gun merely by
prionity, which put them n possession of the most
natural sentunents, and left us nothing but servile
repetition or forced conceits DBut the greater part
of therr praise seems to have been the just reward
of modesty and labour  Their sense of human weak-
ness confined them commonly to one study, which
their knowledge of the extent of every science engaged
them to prosecute with mdefatignble dibigence

Among the writers of antiquity I remember none
except Statuis who ventures to mention the speedy
production of his writings, either a3 an extenuation
of his faults, or a proof of lus facthty Nor did
Statues, when he considered himself as a candidate

for
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for lasting reputation, think a closer attention un-
necessaly, but amudst all s pide and indigence, the
two great hasteners of modern poems, employed twelve
years upon the Thebad, and thmhks lus claim to re-
pown proportionate to his labour.

Thebars, multa cruciata lima,
Tentat, audac fide, Mantuana
Gaudia fame.

Polish’d with endless toil, my lays
At length aspire to Mantvan pra'se

Ovxid indeed apologizes in his bamishment for the
imperfection of Ius letters, but mentions his waut of
leisure to polish them as an addition to lis calamities;
and was so far from imagming 1evisals and corrections
unnecessary, that at his depaitme fiom Rome, he
threw his Metamorphoses mto the fire, lest he should
be disgraced by a book which he could not hope to
finish

It seems not often to have happened that the same
witer aspned to reputation m verse and prose, and
ot those few that attempted such diversity of excel-
lence, I know not that cven one succeeded Con-
trary characteis they never mimagmcd a single mind
able to suppoit, and therefore no man 1s recorded
to have undertaken more than one hind of dramatick
poetry.

What they had written, they did net ventuie 1n
their first fondness to thrust into the woild, but, con-
siderng the impropriety of sending forth mconside-
rately that which cannot be recalled, deferied the
publication, if not nine years, according to the di-
rection of Horace, yet till therr fancy was cooled

6 after
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after the mptures of msention, and the glare of novelty
had ceased to dazzle the judgment.

There were in those days no weehly or durnal
writers, mulla dies, & mulia htura, much time, and
many rasures, were considered 1s ndispensable re-
quisites, and that no other method of attaming lasting
praise has been yet discovered, may be conjectured
from the blotted manu cipts of Ailfon now remain-
mg and from the tardy emuston of Popes compo-
sitions, delayed more than once till the mcidents to
wiich they alluded werc forgotten, till lus encinics
were secure from Ins satire, and what to an honest
mind must be more pamful, lus fnends were deat to
his encomiums

To him, whose eagerness of praise hurres his pro
ductions soon mto the Iight, many 1mperiections are
unavordable, even where the mmd furmishes the mate
rials, as well as regulates their disposition, and nothing
depends upon search or mformation  Delay opens
new vemns of thought, the subject distmissed for a time
appears with 1 new tram ot dependant images, the
accidents of reading or conversation supply new orna
ments or 1llusions, or mere mtermission of the fit Juc
of thinking enables the mmd to collect new force, and
mahe new excursions  But all tho ¢ bencits come too
late for hum, who, when he wis weuy with hhbour
snatched at the recompense, and gave bis wotk to lus
friends and Ins enemmes, as soon as wnpatience and
pride persuaded him to conclude 1t

Onc of the most pernicious effects of haste, 15
obscunty  He that teems with a quick succession of
ideas, and percenves how one sentiment produces

anather,
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another, easily beheves that he can clearly express
what he so strongly comprehends ; he seldom suspects
his thoughts of embarrassment, while he preserves in
lus own memory the series of connexion, or his
diction of ambiguity, while only one sensc 1s present
to s mind  Yet if he has been employed on an
abstruse, or complcated argument, he will find, when
he has awhile withdiawn his mind, and returns as a
new 1cader to his work, that he has only a conjectural
ghmpse of his own meaning, and that to explam 1t to
those whom he desnes to mstioct, he must open his
sentiments, disentangle Ins method, and alter his ar-
rangement

Authois and lovers always suffer some mnfatuation,
from which only absence can set them fiec; and every
man ought to 1estore humself to the full excrcise of his
judgment, before he does that which he caunot do
impiopeily, without njuring lis honour and his quiet,
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Nusup 170 Saturpay, November 2, 1751

Confitcor st quid prodest delicta fater: Owp
I grant the charge forgive the fault confe ¥d

v 7o the RAMBLLR.
SIR,

AM one of those beings from whom many, that

melt at the sight of all other misery, think 1t me-
nitorious to withhold relef, one whom the ngour of
virtuous ndignatton doons to suffer without complamt,
and penish without regard, and whom I myself have
formerly msulted m the pride of reputation and secu
nty of mnocence

I am of a good famuly, but my fither was bur-
thened with more children than he could decently
support. A werlthy relation, as he travelled from
London to his country seat condescending to mnhe
Iim a wisit, was touched with compassion of Ius
narrow fortune, and resolved to ease i of part of
his charge, by taking the carc of 2 child upon hum
=clf Distress on one side, and amlitron on the othe,
were too panerful for parental fondness, and the httle
fannly passed 1 review before lum, that he might
make his chorce I was then ten jears old, and,
without knowmg for what purpose, I was called to my,
great cousmn, cndeavourcd to rccommend myself by
my best courtesy, sung him my pretticst song told the
last story that I bad read, and so much cndeared
myself

RS



146 THE RAMBLER. N* 196,

myself by my innocence, that he declaied his 1eso-
lution to adopt me, and to educate me with his own
daughters.

My parents felt the common stiuggles at the
thought of paiting, and some natural tears they
dropp'd, but wip'd them soon  They considered, not
without that false cstimation of the value of wealth,
which poverty long continucd always produces, that
I was 1aised to higher 1ank than they could give me,
and to bopes of more ample foitune than they could
bequeath. My mother sold some of her ornaments
to dress me in such a manner as nught secure nie
from contempt at my first anihval; and when she dis-
missed me, pressed me to her bosom with an embrace
that I stll feel, gave me some precepts of piety,
which, however neglected, I have not forgotten, and
uttered prayers for my final happiness, of which I
have not yet ccased to hope that they will at last be
granted

My sisters envied my new finery, and seemed not
much to regict our separation, my father conducted
me to the stage-coach with a kind of cheeiful tender-
ness; and m a very shoit time, I was tiansported to
splendid apartments, and a luxurious table, and giew
famihar to show, noise, and gayety

In three yeais my mother dicd, having implored
a blessing on her famnly with her last breath. I had
hitie oppoitumty to indulge a sorrow which there
was none to paitake with me, and therefore soon
ceased to reflect much upon my loss. My father
turned all his care upon his other cluldren, whoim
-some foitunate adventures and unexpected legacies
enabled him, when he died four yeas after my

mother;
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mother, to leave i a condition above therr expec-
tattons

I should hase <hared the merease of hus fortune,
and had once « portion assigned me m s will, but
my cousin assuring lim that all care for me was need-
less, <mce he had resolved to place me happilv m the
world, directed lum to divide my part amongst my
sisters

Thus I was thrown upon dependance without re
source  Bemg now at an age m which young women
are mitited wto company, I was no longer to be
supported 1n my former character, but at considerable
expense <o that partly lest T should waste moneys
and partly lest my appearince might draw too many
compliments and assiduities, I was meensibly degrad-
ed from my equility and enjoved few privileges above
the head servant, but that of 1ecerung no wages

I felt every indignity, but hnew that resentment
would precipitate my fall I therefore endeavoured
to contnue my mmportance by httle services and
active officiousness, and, for a time, preserved mysclf
from neglect, Ly withdrawing all pretences to com-
petition, and studyng to please rather than to shine
But my iterest, notwithstinding this expedient
hourly declined, nd my cousms frwourtte mad be-
gan to cichange repartees with me, and consult me
ahout the alterations of a cast gown

I was now completely depressed, and, though I
had seen mankind cnough to hnow the necessity of
outwaid cheerfulness, I often withdrew to my
chamber to vent my grief, or turn my condition
m my mnd, and examine by what means I mught
o Yor VI N escipe
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escape fiom papetual moiufication. At last my
schemes and soniows were mtenupted by a sudden
change of my 1clation’s bebaviow, who one day
took an occasion, when we were left together n a
ioom, to bid me suffer myself no longer to be -
sulted, but assume the place which he always m-
tended me to hold i the famuly.  Ic assmed me that
Ins wife’s picfeience of her own danghteis should
never huit me, and, accompanying his professions
with a puise of gold, oidered me to bespeak a 11ch
smt at the mereer s, and to apply ptivately to hun
for money when I wanted 1, and msinnate that my
other firends supphed me, wlich he would tale care
to confiim.

By tlus shiatagem, which I did not then under-
stand, he filled mc with tendeiness and gratitude,
compclled me to 1eposc on lum as my only support,
and produced a nccessity of pinate convereation
He often appomted mterviews at the house of an
acquantance, and somctimes called on mec with a
coach, and cairied me abroad My sense of his
favout, and the desne of 1ctammg 1t, disposed mre
to unlinnted complaisance, and, though I san his
kindness grow cvery day more fond, I cid not sufler
any suspicion io cutcr my thoughts At last the
wretch took advantage of the famihanty winch he
enjoyed as my relation, and the submisston wineh he
exacted as my bencfacto, to complete the run of anr
orphan, whom lis ownt promises had made indigerit,
whom his indulgence had melted, and Ins uauthority
subdued.

I know not why it should afford subject of éxult-
ation, to overpower on any terms the resolution, or

surprise
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smpnse the caution of a grl, but of all the bonsters
that dech themselves in the spoils of mnocence and
bewty they swmely have the least pretenstons to tn
umph, who sibmit to owe then success td some
casual nfluence They nuther employ the grices
of fancy, nor the force of underst inding, m  then
attempts, they cumot please their vamty with the
art of their appronches the delicaey of their adula-
tions, the elegance of their address, or the efficrcy of
thar eloquence  nor applwd themselves as pos cssed
of any quilthes by wlich affection 1 attracted
They surmount no obstacles, they defeat no mmals,
but attaeh only those who cannot resist and e often
content to posscss the bods, without any solieitude to
gam the beart

Nany of those despicable wretches does my pre
sent acqu untance with mfimy and wichedness enble
me to number among the heroes of debauchery  Rep
tiles whom their own servants would have despised,
had they not been thewr servants, and with whom
beggary would Imve disduncd mtercowse, had she
not been ellured by hopes of relief Many of the
beings which are nes rioting m tuerns, or shierng
m the streets, have been corrupted not by arts of
gallantry which stole gradually upon the affections
and lmd prudence asleep but by the fear of losing
benefits which were never wtended, or of meurring
resentment which they could not escape, some have
been frighted by masters, and some awed by gurrdians
mto rum

Our crime had 1ts usual consequence, and he soon
percenved that T could not long continue 1 lus favmly
1 was distracted at the thought of the reproach which

¥ 2 I now
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I now believed incvitable. Ile comforted me with
hopes of cluding all discovery, and often upbraided
me with the anaiety, wlich peihaps none but himself
saw in my countenance ; but at last mingled his as-
surances of protection and maintenance with menaces
of total desertion, if, m the inoments of pertutbation,
I should suffer his sceict to escape, or endecavour to
throw on him any part of my mfamy.

Thus passed the dismal hours, till my retreat could
no longer be delayed It was pretended that my re-
lations had sent f;m me to a distant county, and I
cntered upon a state which shall be deseribed 1n my
neat letter.

Iam, SIR, &c.
Aiscrra,
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Nuus 171 Tuespay, November 5, 1751

Tedet celt contexn fuer Vine

Darh 1s the sun, and loathsome 13 the day

To the RAMBLER
SIR,

l\ ISELLA now sits down to continue her nar-
ratise 1 am comvmeed that nothing would
more powerfully preserve youth from wregulartty, or
guard mexperience from seduction, than a just de
scription of the candition inte which the wanton plunges
herself, and therefore Jiope that my letter may bea

sufficient antidote to my example
After the distraction, hesitation, and delays which
the timidity of gmlt naturally produces, I wasremoved
to lodgings m a distant part of the town, under one
of the characters commonly assumed upon such oc
casions Here bemg by my circumstances condemned
to solitude, I passed most of my hours i hitterness
and angwish  The conversation of the people with
whom T was placed wis not at all capable of engaging
my attention, or dispessessing the reigning 1deas  lhe
books wluch I carried to my 1etreat were such as
heightened my abhorience of myself, for Iwas not so
far abandoned as to sin! voluntauly to corruption,
or endeavour fo conceal from my own mind the

enormity of my crune

N3 My
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My 1elation 1emitted none of hus fondness, but
visited me so often, that I was somectimes afiaid lest
his assiduity should expose him to suspicion.  When-
ever he came he found me weepmg, and was there-
fore less dechghifully entcitammed than he expected.
Alter fiequent eapostulations upon the umeasonable-
ness of my soiiow, angl mnnuniciable protestations of
evellasting regard, he at last found that I was moie
affected with the loss of my mnocence, than the
danger of my fame, and that he might not be dis-
tutbed by my 1emorse, began to lull my conscience
with -the opates of mrieligion.  His arguments were
such as my course of life has smce es posed me often
to the nccessity of hcaimg, vulea, empty, and fal-
lacious , yet, they at first confounded me by thew
novelty, filled me with doubt and perplesity, and
intertupted that peace which I began to feel fiom
the smcerity of my i1cpentance, without substituting
any other support. I hstencd a while to lus 1mprous
gabble, but its influence was soon oveipowered by
natural 1eason and early cducation, aad the convic-
tions which this new attcmpt gave me of his baseness
completed inv abhonience I have heard of barba-
rians, who, when tempests drise ships upon thewr
coast, decoy them to the 1ochs that they may plunde:
therr lading, and have always thought that wietches,
thus meiciless m their depredations, ought to be
destioyed by a general msuection of ail social
bemgs, yet, how Iight 1s this guilt to the cime of
bun, who, m the agitations of 1emorse, cuts an ay the
anchor of piety, and, when he has diawn aside cie-
dulity iom the paths of vutie, lndes the light of
heaven which would dnect her «to 1etmn. I hac

4 hithetto

-
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utherto consideied him as a man cqually betrayed
with mysclf by the concurrence of appettte and op-
pottumty , but I now sw with horrour that he was
contrving to perpetuate lis grtification, and was
desirous to fit me to lus purpose, by complete and
radical corruption

To estape, however, was not yet m iy poner I
could support the espenses of my condition only
by the contmuance of his favour e provided all
that was necesstry, and 1 2 few weehks, congia
tula cd me upon my escape fiom the danger which
we had both expected with so much anviety I then
begm to remmnd lum of his promse to restore me
with my fame unmjured to the world e promised
me m general terns, that nothing should be want
mg which his power could add to my hppiness, but
forbore to relense me fiom my confinement T hnew
how much my reception i the world depended upon
my spudy raturn and wis therelore outrageously
unpatient of his delays, which I now percenned to be
only artifices of lewdiess Ile told me at last, with
an 1ppearce of sorrow, that all hopes of 1estoration
to my former state weie for ever precluded  that
chance had discovercd my sceret nd mahice divulged
it, and that nothing now rcmaned, but to sech 2
retreat more private, wheie curtosity or hatred could
never find us

‘Lhe rage, angwsh, and resentment, which T fult
at this account ae not to be expiessed I wasm
so much dread of reproach and fimy, which he 1e-
picsented as pursuing me with tull aiy, that T yielded
myscdf mphatly to s disposal, and was 1emoved,
with g thousand studied precautions, throegh by ways

N 4 'md’_
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and dark passages to another house, where I harassed
lim with perpetual sohcaitations for a small arnuity
that might enable me to hive 1n the countiy 1n obscurity
and mnocence

This demand he at first cvaded with ardent pro-
fessions, but in tune appeaied oflfended at my mm-
portunity and distiust; and having one day endea-
voured to sooth me with uncommon expicssions of
tenderness, when he found my discontent immov-
able, left me with some inaiticulate mwurmurs of
anger I was pleased that hc was at last roused to
sensibility, and eapecting that at s next visit he
would comply with my request, Ined with gieat
tianquility upon the money n my hands, and was so
much pleased with this pause of peisccution. that I
did not reflect how much his absence had exceeded
the usual mtervals, till I was alaimed with the danger
of wanting subsistence I then suddenly contracted
my espenses, but was unwilling to supplicate for as-
sistance  Necessity, however, soon oieicame my
modesty or my pride, and I apphed to bim by a letter,
but had no answer I wiitmn teims moie piessing,
but without effect I then sent an agent to mqune
after lim, who mformed me, that he had quitted his
house, and was gone with lis fanuly to ieside for
some time on his estate in 17 eland.

However shocked at this abwupt depaiture, I was
vet unwilling to beheve that he could wholly abandon
me, and therefore, by the sale of my clothes, T
supported mjyself, expecting that every post would
bing me relief Thus I passed seven months be-
taeen hope and dejection, m a madual approach
to poverty and disticss, emaciated with discontent,

13 and
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and bewildered with uncertamnty At last, my Jand
Jady, after many hnnts of the necessity of a new lover,
tooh the opportumity of my absence to search my
boxes and missing some of my apparel, seized the re-
mainder for rent, ind led me to the door

To remonstiate agamst legal cruelty, was sam, to
supphcate obdurate brutality, was hopeless I went
anay I knew not whither, and wandered about with-
out any settled purpose, unacquamted mith the usual
expudients of misery, unqualified for laborious offices,
frerd to meet an eye that had .cen me before, and
hopeless of 1ehef from those who were strangers to
my former condition  Night came on 1n the mudst of
my distraction, and T still continued to wander till the
menaces of the watch obliged me to shelter myselt m
a covered passage

Next day I procured a lodging m the bachward
garret of a mean house, and emploved my landlady to
mqurre for a seivice My apphieations were gene-
rally rejected for want of a charicter At length T
was 1eceived at 1 drapers but when it was known to
my mustress that I had only one gown, and that of
silk, she was of opimion thit I lgoted like 1 thnef and
without warnmg harried me away I then tued to
support myself by my ncedle and by my landldy s
1ecommendation, obtuned a httle woik fiom a shop,
and for three weel s Iived witho1t 1epiming, but when
my punctuahty had gamcd me so much reputation,
that T was trusted to male up 2 head of some value,
one of my fellow lodzer stole the lawee, and I was
obliyed to fly fiom 1 pro ecution

Thus
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Thus dinen again mto the sticets, I lived upon the
least that could suppoit me, and at mght accommo-
dated mysclf under pent-houses as well as 1 could
At length T became absolutely pennyless, and baving
stiolled all day without sustenance, was, at the close
ot cvening, accosted bv an cldeily man, with an in-
vitation to a tavein I icfused lum with hesitation;
he scized me by the hand, and diew me inta a neigh-
boummg house, wheie, when he saw my face pale
with hungei, and ny cyes swelling with tears, he
spuined me fiom im, and bade mc cant and whine
in some other placc, he for lus pait would tahe caic
of his pockets

1 still continued to stand in the way, having
scaicely sticngth to walk fuither, when another soon
addiesscd me 1 the same manner  When be saw the
same tohens of calammity, he considered that T might
be obtamed at a cheap rate, and therctoie qulckly
made oveitures, which I had no longer fiimmess to
reject. By this man I was mamtaned four months
in penurious wickedness, and then abandoned to my
former coudinon, fiom wluch I was deliveied by
another heepa

In this abject state I have now passcd four years,
the diudge of extortion and the spoit of diunken-
ness, somctunes the propeity of oule man, and some-
tunes the conmon piey of accidental lewdness, at
one tunc tiiched up ror sale hy the mstiess of a
biothel, at another beggmg 1w the sticets to be
elicved fiom hunger by wichedness, without any
hope m the day but of finding some whom folly or
excess my capose to my allmements, and without

i any
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any reflections at might, but such as gwilt and terrour
anpress upon me

It those who pass thur davs i plenty and se
cunty, could visit for an hour the dismal receptacles
to wlich the prosutute retires fiom her nocturnal
excut jons, nd sce the wretches that lie crowded
together, mad with mtemperance, ghastly with fa-
mine, nauscons with filth, and nowomc with dis-
case, 1t would not be easy for any degree of abhor-
rence to harden them igamst compassion or to re
press the desire which they must ymmediately feel to
rescue such numbeis of human bemgs fiom a state <o
dreadtul

It 15 «ud, that m Jyance they annunlly evacuate
thar streets, and ship therr prosttutes and vagibonds
to their colomies  If the women that mfest this aty
had the sunc opportumty of escapmng from thur
museries, I beheve very hutle force would be neces
sary, for who among them can dread 1ny clinge®
Many of us mdeed are wholly unqualtficd for any
but the most servile employments, and those perhaps
would require the care of n mgstrate to hinder
them from followin, the same prictices m another
countty, but others are only precluded by mfamy
from refoumnation, and would 1dly be delnered on
any terms from the necessity of guilt, and the tyranny
of chance No place but a populous iy, cn af
ford opportumtics for open prostitution and shere
the ¢ye of justice ewn attend to mdniduals, those
who cannot be made good may be restramcd fiom
muschief  Tor my part, T should exult it the pn
yilege of bamshmert, wd think mysclf happy 1 any

I'Cgl()n
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region that should restoic me once again to honesty
and peace.

I am, SIR, §e.
Miyserra,

Nums. 172. SATURDAY, November 9, 1751.

Sepe rorare soles qualis sum, Prisee, fulurus
Se_pram locupics , surque repente potens
Quemquam posse pulas mores narrare futuros?
"Dic mahs, s2_fias tu leo, qualts eris MarT.

Priscus, yow'se often ask’d me how I'd Inne,

Shou’d fate at once both wealth and honour give.

What soul his future conduct can feresee?

Tell me what sort of lion you wou'd be F Lewis,

OTHING has been longer observed, than that
a change of fortune causes a change of manners;
and that 1t 15 difficult to conjecture fiom the conduct
of him whom we see 1n a low condition, how he would
act, if wealth and power were put mto his hands
But 1t 1s generally agreed, that few men are made
better by affluence or exaltation; and that the powers
of the mind, when they are unbound and expanded by
the sunshme of fchieity, more fiequently lusuiiate into
follics, than blossom 1to goodness
Many observat.ons have concuired to estabhish this
opmion, and 1t 15 not hkely soon to become obsolete,
for want of new occasions to rev.ve it The gieater

part
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part of mankind are corrupt mn every condition, and
differ 1 Ingh and in low stations, only as they hue
more or fewer opportumties of gratitymng their desires,
or as they are more or less restruned by hunin cen-
sures  Vany vitiate their principles 1n the acqusition
of niches, and who can wonder that what 15 ramed
by fraud and cxtortion 15 enyoyed with tyranny and
excess?

Yet T am silling to believe that the depravation of
the mind by external advantages, thou_h certunly not
uncommon, jct approaches not <o ncarly to untser-
sality, as some hase asserted i the bitterness of resent-
ment, or heat of declamation

Whoever 11 es above those who once pleased them-
selves with equality, will have many mnlevolent gazers
at his emmence. To gain  ooner than others that
which all pursue with the  ume ardour, and to which
oll mmagine themselves entitled, will for ever be a
crime. When those who tarted witn us in the ruce of
Iife, leave us so far behnd, that we hwe hutle hope to
overtahe them, we revenge our disappomntment by re
merks on the arts of supplmtation by wiich they
pganed the advantage, or on the folly and arrogance
with which they poseess it Of thun, whose rise we
could not linder, we solace oursclves by prognosticat
g the full

Tt1s impossible for human purity not to betray to
an cye, thus  harpencd by maligmty, some stams
which lay concerled and upregarded, wlule nonc
thought 1t their mterest to diccover them, nor can
the most cireumspect attention  or stendy rectitude,
escape blame fromn censors, who hwve no mdlmation

to
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to approve. Tuches theiefore, peihaps, do not so
often produce ciires as meite accensers.

‘The common charge against those who rise above
then ongmal condition, 15 that of pude It s cer-
tam thut success natmally confiims vs m a favourable
opmion of our own abiliies  Scarce any man 1s
willing to allot to accudent, firendship, and a thou-
sand causes, which concur 1 evety event without
human contrivance or interposition, the part which
they may justly claim m Ins advancement.  We iate
outsclves by our fortunc rather than our vitues,
and cevoibitant claims are quichly produced by ima-
ginary merit  Bul captiousness and  jealousy ase
likewise casily offended, and to lim who studiously
looks for an afhiont, every mode of behaviour will
supply 1t; fieedom will be rudeness, and, reserve
sullenness, mnth will be neghgence, and serious-
ness formality, when he is 1ccered with ceremony,
distance and 1cspect e nculeated, if he 1s ticated
with famihiaisty, he concludes himsclf nsulted by con-
descensions

It must however be confessed, that as all sudden
changes a1e dangerous, a quick transition fiom poverty

_ to abundance can seldom be made with safety He
that has long lived within sight of pleasures which he
could not 1ecach, will nced moic than common modc:
ration, not to lose his reason m unbounded 116t, when
they are first put mto s power .

Lvery possession 1s endeaicd by novelty; cvery
gratification 1s exaggeiated by desne It 15 dufficult
not to estimate what 1s lately gamed above its 1eal
value, it 1s impossible not to annex gieater happiness

to
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to tht cotidition from which we are unwillimgls ex
cluded than nature bas quihiied us to obtun  lor
this reason, the remowc inherttor of an uncyyceted
fortune, mu be generally distingm hed fiom those
who ae ennched m the common com ¢ of lincd
descent, by s _reater hete to enjov In wealth by
the finery of his drees the pomp of lis equpree
the splundour of his furmture, and the lusury of his
table

A thousand things which fannliuity discovers te
be of hittle value, Iuve power for a time to suze tin
magmtion A Fo_an hing when the J wropeans
rd fived a lock on Ins door, was so delihted to fmd
Ins sulyects whimtted or excluded with such freilis,
that 1t was from mormng to cvenmg s whole an
plovment to turn the Aoy We among whom locks
and heys hine been longer m use, are mdmed 10
lnugh at this nerzcan amusement  yet I doubt
whether this paper will have & ngle 1cder that
m1y not apply the story to himscdt, and recollect
some hours of lus lifc m wlich e has been equally
overponered by the transitory c¢hms ot miflm,
novclty

Some duigence 1s due to Inm whom ~ happs gle
of fortune has suddenly transported mto new re_tons,
where unaccustomed lustic dazzles I eves  and
untasted dclicacics soliert Ins appetite 1t lnm not
be constduied as lost in hopeless degencracy, though
e for o while forgets the regard due to others to 1
dulge the contemplation of humself and i the evtm
vagance of Ius first raptures espeets that Ius eye should
regulate the motions of all that approarh hin, and lus

opinion
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opinion be received as decisive and oraculous.  His
intoxication will give way to time; the madness of joy
will fume impeiceptibly away; the sense of his insuf-
ficiency will soon return; he will 1emember that the
co-operation of others is nccessary to his happiness,
and learn to conciliate their regard by reciprocal be-
neficence, .

There is, at least, one consideration which ought to
alleviate our censmes of the poweiful and 1ich. To
imagine themn chaigeable with all the gult and folly of
their own actions, is to be very httle acquaimnted with
the world.

De Uabsolu powrvou tous ignorez I'yoresse,
Et du lacke flateur la vorx enchanier esse

s

Thou hast not known the giddy whuls of fate,

Nor servile flatteries which enchant the gieat
Miss A, W,

He that can do much good or harm, will not find
many whom ambition or cowairdice will sufter to be
sincme  While we hive upon the level with the 1cst
of mankmd, we are reminded of our duty by the ad-
monitions of fizends and 1cpioaches of encmies, but
men who stand m the Lighest ranks of socicty, scldom
hear of their faults, if by any accident an oppiobiious
clamour 1eaches their eais, flattery 1s always at hand
to pour m her opates, to quict conviction, and obtund
18Inorse.

Favour is seldom gamed but by conformity in vice.
Virtue can stand without assistance, and considers
herself as very hitle obliged by countenance and

approba-~
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approbation  but vice, spiritless and timorous, scchs
the shelter of crowds, and support of confedericy
The sycophant, therefore, neglects the good qualities
of lus patron, and employs all his art on his weak-
nesses and follies, regales Ins reigning vamty, o1
stunulates Ins prevalent desires

Virtue 1s suffictently difficult with any circumstances,
but the difficulty 1s increa.ed when reproof and advice
are frighted anay  In common life, reason and con-
science Imse only the appetites and passions to en-
counter, but m higher stations, they must opposc
artifice and adulation  Ile, therefore, that yiclds to
such temptations, cannot gne those who look upon
s miscarnage much reason for exultation, since few
can justly presume that from the <amc snare they
should have been able to escpe

Vor VI (8]
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Nums. 173, Turswnay, November 12, 1751.

Quo v tus, quo fcr'at cryor? Hon

Now say, where virtue stops, and vice begins?

S any action or posture, long continued, will dis-

toit and disfigure the limbs; so the mind like-
wise 15 crippled and contiacted by peipetual appli-
cation to the same set of wdeas It 1s casy to gucss
the tiade of an aitisan by his hnees, his fingers, or
his shoulders. and theic are few among men of the
more hiberal profcssions, whose munds do not carry
the brand of ther calling, or whose conveisation does
not quickly discover to what class of the community
they belong.

These peculiarities have been of great use, in the
general hostility wluch every pait of manhind excr-
cises against the rest, to fuimsh nsults and sarcasms.
Every art has 1ts dialect, uncouth and ungateful to
all whom custom has not 1econciled to 1its sound, and
which therefore becomes 1idiculous by a shght msap-
plication, or unnecessary 1epetition

The general 1eproach with which ignoianee revenges
the superciliousness of leainmg, 1s that of pedantry ;
a censure which every man incuis, who has at any
time the misfortune to talk to those who cannot under-
stand him, and by wlhich the modest and tunoious aie
sometimes frighted from the display of then acquisi-
tions, and the exeition of then powers

The
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The name of a pedant 1s so formudable to young
men when they first sally from therr colleges, and 15
so liberally scattered by those who mean to boast then
elegance of education, easiness of inanners, and hnow-
ledge of the world  that 1t seums to requue particul ir
constderation, since perhaps, if 1t were once under-
stood, many a beart might be freed fiom punful
apprehensions, and many a tongue delivered from re
strant

Pedantry 1s the unseasonable o tentation of learn
mg It may be discorered either mn the chowe of a
subject, o1 in the manner of tieatngit. He 15 un-
doubtedly guilty of pedantry who wben he his mde
hrmself master of some abstruse and uncultnvated part
of knowledge, obtrudes his remarks aud discoseries
upon those whom he believes unable to judge of his
proficiency, and from whom, as he cannot fear con-
tradiction, he cannot properly expect applause

To tins errour the student 15 sometimes betinyed by
the natural recurience of the mmnd to 1ts common em
ployment by the pleasure which every man recenes
from the recollection of pleasng images, and tl e de-
siwe of dwellng upon topichs, on which he hnows
himself able to speak with justness  But because we
are seldom so far prejudiced m favour of each other,
as to search out for pathations, this failure of polite-
ness 15 imputed always to vamty and the harnless
collegiate, who perhaps, ntended entertainment and
wstruction or at worst only spoke without sufficient
1cflection upon the character of his hearas, 15 censued
as arrogant or overbearmg, and eager to estend his
renown m contempt of the comemence of society,
and the laws of consersation

! Oz Al
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All discourse of which otheis cannot partake, 15
not only an nhksome usmpation of the time devoted
to pleasme and entertainment, but, what never fails
to excite very keen resentment, an insolent asseition
of superiority, and a tiiumph over less cnlightened
undeistandings. The pedant is, thciefore, not only
heaid with wearmness, but mahgnity; and those who
conceive themselves insulted by lus knowledge, never
fail to tell with aciimony how injudicously 3t was
exerted

To avoid this dangerous imputation, scholars some-
times divest themsclves with too much haste of their
academical formality, and m then endeavours to ac-
commodate thewr notions and their style to common
conceptions, talk 1ather of any tlung than of that
which they understand, and sink mto msipidity of
sentiment and meanness of expiession

There prevails among men of lctiers an opinion,
that all appearance of science is particularly hatcful
to women; and that theiefore, whoever desires to be
well received in female assemblies, must quahfy him-
self by a total rejection of all that is seiious, rational,
or important ; must consider argument or criticism, as
perpetually nterdicted , and devote all lus attention
to trifles, and all his eloquence to compliment

Students often foum their notions of the present
generation from the writings of the past, and are not
very eaily informed of those changes which the gra-
dual diffusion of knowledge, or the sudden caprice
of fashion, produces in the world Whatever might
be the state of female hterature m the last century,
theie 1s now no longer any danger lest the scholar
should want an adequate audience at the tea-table;

. . and
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and whoever thinks 1t necessary to regulate s con-
versation by antiquated rules, will be rather despised
for his futihty than caressed for lis politeness

To talk intentionallyin a manner above the com
prehenston of those whom we address, 15 unquestion
able pedantry, but surely complaisance requires, that
1o man should, without proof, conclude lns company
mcapable of following him to the highest clevation of
his fancy, or the utmost extent of his knowledge It
15 always safer to err m favour of others than of our-
selves, and therefore we seldom hezard much by en-
deavourmg to excel

It ought at least to be the care of learming when
she quits her exaltation, to descend with digmty
Nothing 15 more despicable than the airmess and jocu-
larity of 2 man bred to severe science, and solitary
meditation  To trfle agreeably 15 a secret which
schools cannot mmpart, that gay negligence and viva
cious levity, which charm down resistance wherever
they appear, are never attamable by him who, having
spent his first years among the dust of libraries, enters
late mto the gay world with an unpliant attention and
established halnts

It 15 observed m the panegyrich on Tubricues the
mechanst, that, though forced by publick employ
ments mto mingled conveisation, he never lost the
modesty and seriousness of the convent nor drew
nidicule upon himself by an affected mmtation of
fashionable fe  [o the same piaise cvery man
devoted to Jearming ought to aspne  If he attempts
the softer arts of pleasing and endeavours to Jearn
the graceful bow and the famihiar embrace the msinu
afing accent and the general simle, he will lose the

O3 respect
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1espect due to the character of learning, without arriv-
ing at the envied honour of doing any thing with elc-
gance and facility

T'heophr astus was discovered not to be a native of
Athens, by so stiict an adherence to the A4¢t:c dialect,
as showed that he had learncd it not by custom, but
byiule A man not early formed to habitual elegance,
betiays m like manner the effects of his education, by
an unnecessary anxicty of behaviour It 1s as possible
to become pedantick by fear of pedantry, as to be
troublesome by 1ll-timed civility  Theie 15 no kind of
impertimence moie justly censmable, than his who 1s
always labowmng to level thouglits to mtellects higher
than s own, who apologizes foi every ward which
his own narrowness of converse inclines him to think
unusual , keeps the exuberance of his faculties under
visible restraint, 1s solicitous to anticipate inquirles
by needless esplanations, and endeavours to shade
his own abibities, lest weak eyes should he dazzled
with then lustre
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Nvms 174 Saturpay, November 15, 1751

Feenum habet wn cornu, longe fuge, dummodo risum
Ercutiat sihs non hic curquam parcet amico Hon

Y onder he drives—avord that furious beast
If he may have hisjest he never cares
At whose expence  nor friend nor patron spares
Traxcs

To the RAMBLLR

Mr RAMBLER,

T HE laws of social benevolence require, that every
man should endeavour to assist others by Ins ex-
peiience  He that has at last escaped mto port from
the fluctuations of chance, and the gusts of opposition,
ought to make some mmprovements n the chart of life,
by marking the rochs on which he has been dashed,
and the shallows where he has been stranded
i The errou nto which I was betrayed, when custom
first gave me up to my own direction, 1s very fie-
quently maident to the quich, the sprightly, the fear-
less, and the gay, to all whose ardour hurmes them
mto precipitate execution of their designs, and mm-
prudent declaration of their opmions who seldom
count the cost of pleasure, or examme the distant
consequences of any practice that flatters them with
immediate gratification
04 I came
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T came foith into the crowded world with the usual
juvenile ambition, and desired nothing beyond the
title of 2 wit  Money I considered as below my
care; for I saw such multitudes grow 1ich without
undeistanding, that I could not forbear to look on
wealth as an acquisition casy to mdustry directed by
genws, and therefore threw 1t aside as a secondary
convenience, to be procured when iy principal wish
should be satisfied, and the claim to tellectual ex-
cellence umversally achnowledged

With this view I icgulated my behaviour i pub-
hch, and exeraised my meditations in sohtude My
life was divided between the care of providing topichs
for the entertanment of my company, and that of
collecting company woithy to be entertained ; for I
soon found, that wit, like every other power, has 1its
boundaries, that 1ts success depends upon the apti-
tude of othcis to 1eceive mmpressions, and that as
some bodies, mndissoluble by heat, can sct the furnace
and auaible at defiance, there are minds upon which
the rays of fancy may be pomted without effect, and
which no fire of scntiment can agitate or ealt

It was, however, not long before I fitted myself
with a set of companions who knew how to laugh, and
to whom no other 1ecommendation was necessary than
the power of striking out a jest. Among thosc I fixed
my 1esidence, and for a time enjoyed the felicity of
distmbmng the ncighbours every might with the ob-
streperous applause which my sallies forced fiom the
audience  The 1eputation of our club every day -
creased, and as my flights and remaiks weie circu-
lated by my admners, every day brought new soliuita-
tions for admission nto our society.

2 To
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To support tms perpetual fund of merriment, I
frequented every place of concourse, cultivated the ac
quamntance of all the fashionable race, and passed the
day 1 a contmual succession of visits, 1 wlich I col-
lected a treasure of pleasantry for the expenses of the
evemng  Whatever errour of conduct I could discover,
whatever peculianty of manner I could observe, what-
ever neakness was betrayed by confidence whatever
lapse was suffered by neglect, ali was drawn together
for the diversion of my wild compimons who when
they had been taught the art of nidicule never faled to
signalize themselves by a zealous wmtation, and filled
the town on the ensuing day with scandal and vexation,
with merriment and shme

1 can ccarcely believe, when I recollect my own
practice that I could have been so far deluded with
petty prace, as to divulge the scerets of trust, and to
expose the levities of frankness, to waylay the walks
of the cautious and surpnse the secunty of the
thoughtless  Yet 1t 1o certain that for many years
I heard nothing but with design to tell i, and san
nothing with any other curiouty than after some
failure that might furmish out a jest

My heart, mdeed, acquits me of dehiberite ma
hgmty, or mterested nsidiousness I had no other
purpose than to heighten the pleasure of laughter
by communication, nor cver raised any pecumary
advantage from the calamities of athers T led weal
ness and negligence into difficultics, only that I might
divert myself with their perplexittes and distresses,
and wiolated cvery law: of friendship, with no other
hope than that of gaming the reputatidn of smartne s
and waggery

1 would
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I would not be understood to chage my<elf with
any crimes of the atiocions o destiuetive hind |
never bettayed an hen to gamesters, or a gnl to de-
Bauchees, never mtereepted the Laaduess of a patron,
or sported asay the weputation of mnocence. My
denght was only n petty misehiet, and momentary
vesations, and my acuteness was emploved not upon
fraurd and oppircssion, which 1t had bron meritorious
to deteet, but upon hatmless igmorance or abrurdaty,
prejudice o1 mictahe

Tlus inquuy T puisued with so much diligence and
sagacity, that T was able to relate, of erery man
whom I knew, some blunder o1 miscarmage; to b
tray the most cucumspect of my fiiends mto folhies,
by a judicious flattery of Ins predomnant passion;
or expose him to contempt, by placing him m crr-
cumstances which put Ins prejudices mto action,
brought to vien his natmal ddfects, or diew the at-
tention of the company on lus aws of affectation

The power had been possessed movain of 1t had
nerer been exeited , and 1t was not my custom to et
any arts of joculanty remam unemploved. Ny -
paticnce of applause biought me always caily to the
place of entertunment; and I <cldom failed to lay a
scheme with the small koot that fist gathered 10und
me, by which some of those whom we expected mght
be made subseivient to our spoit  Lvery man has
some favourite topick of conversation, on wiich, by
a feigned serioushess of attention, he may be diawn
to expatiate without end  Iivery man has some ha-
bitual contoition of body, or established mode of
cxpression, which never fails to 1aise muth if 1t be

pomted out to notice. Iy prcmomtions of these
parti-



Ne 174 THL RAMBLIR 203

particulanties I secured our pleasantry  Our com
panion entered with s usual gayety, and began to
partahe of our nowsy cheerfulness, when the conver-
sation was mmperceptibly diverted to a subject which
pressed upon his tender part, and extorted the ex-
pected shrug the customary exclamation, or the pre-
dicted remark A general clamour of oy then burst
from all that were admitted to the stratagem  Ow
mirth was often ncrensed by the triumph of him that
occasioned 1t, for as we do not hastily form conclu
sions agawnst ouiselses, seldom any one suspected, that
he had exhilerated u otherwise than by Ins wit )
You will hear, I beheve, with very little surprisc,
that by this conduct I bhad m a shoit time umted
manhind agmnst me, and that every tonguc was dib
gent m prevention or revenge I soon percewved
myself regarded with malevolence or distrust, but
wondered what had been discovered m me erther ter-
rible or hateful I had mvaded no mans property
1 had malled no mans claims, nor bad ever en
gated m any of those attempts wlich provohe the
jealousy of ambition or the rage of faction I had
lived but to laugh,:and make others laugh, and be
heved that I was loved by all who cares ed and fa
voured by all who applded me I never imagmed
that he whe, m the mirth of a pocturnal revel, con
curred 1 ridiculing Ius triend, would consider, mn a
cooler hour, thit the same trich nught be played
agamst himeelf, or thit, even where theie 1s no sense
of danger, the natural pride of human nature 1 es
agamst lom, who, by general censures, lnys clum to

gencral superionity
I was
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1 was convinced, by a total descrtion, of the im-
propriety of my conduct; every man avoided, and
cautioned others to avoid me. Wherever I came, 1
found silence and dejection, coldness and terrour No
onc would ventwe to speak, lest he should lay him-
self open to unfavowable representations; the com-
pany, however numeious, dropped off at my entrance
upon vaiious pretences ; and, 1f I retired to avoid the
shame of bemng left, I heard confidence and mirth
revive at my departuie.

If those whom I had thus offended, <could have
contented themselves with 1epaymng onc msult for an-
other, and kept up the war only by a reciprocation
of saicasms, they might have perhaps vexed, but
-would never much have hurt me, for no man heartily
hates him at whom he can laugh. DBut these wounds
which they give me as they fly, ae without cure;
this alarm which they sprcad by their solicitude to
escape me, exacludes me from all fuiendship and from
all pleasure I am condemned to pass a long inter-
val of my hfe mn solitude, as a man suspected of m-
fection 15 1efused admission mto cities; and must hinger
n obscurity, till my conduct shall convince the waild,
that T may be approached without hazard.

I am, &c
Dicacurus.
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Nung 175 'Tuespax, November 19, 1751

Ran quippe boms numero ‘tis sunt tolidem quot
Thebarum porte, vel duitis ostia Mih Juy

Good men are scarce the just nre thinly sown

They thrive butall nor can they last when grown

And should we count them  and our store compile,

Xet Thebes more gates could shew more mouths the Aee
CpExcyt

ONZE of the axioms of wisdom which recommend

the ancient sages to veneration, secms to have
equired less extent of knowledge or perspicacity of
senetration, than the remarks of Bias, that o =asere
axo, the mgority are ~uched

“The depravity of mankind 1s so casily discoverable,

hat nothing but the desert or the cell can exclude 1t
from notice Ihe knowledge of crimes mtrudes un
called and undestred  Jhey whom their abstraction
from common occurrences hinders from sceing miquity,
will quickly have therr attention awakened by feeling
it. Even he who ventures not mto the world, may
learn 1ts corruption m lus closet  Tor what are trea
tises of morality, but persuasives to the practice ot
duttes, for which no aiguments would be necessarv,
but that we are contnually tempted to violate o1 neg
lect them® What are all the records of listory, but
narratives of successive villamies, of treasons and
usurpations, massacres and yvars ?
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But, perhaps, the excellence of aphoiisms consists
not so much 1 the expiession of some 1arc or ab-
struse sentunent, as in the compichension of some
obvious and uscful tiuth inafew woids We fre-
quently fall mnto crrowr and folly, not because the fiue
principles of action are not known, but because, for
a time, they aie not remembeied , and he may theic-
fore be justly numbcred among the benefactors of
mankind, who contiacts the gieat 1ules of life into
short scntences. that may be easily impicssed on the
memory, and taught by frequent 1ecollection to 1ecur
habitually to the mimnd

However those who have passed through half the
life of man, may now wonder that any should 1equne
to be cautioned agamst coiruption, they will find,
that they have themselves purchased then conviction by
many disappointments and vexations, wiich an earher
knowledge would have spaied them, and may sce,
on every side, some entanghng themselves m perplear-
ties, and some smmhmg mto 1um, by ignolance or
neglect of the maxmm of Buas.

Every day sends out, in quest of pleasme and dis-
tinction, some heir fondled in 1znorance, and flattercd
into pride. He comes foith with all the confidence of
a spmt unacquamted with supeiours, and all the
benevolence of a mind not yet niitated by opposition,
alarmed by fiaud, or embitered by cruelty. He
loves all, because he imagmes himself the umversal
favourite  Every exchange of salutation pioduces
new acquaintance, and every acquaintance hindles
into fiiendship.

Every season brings a new flight of beauties into
the world, who have hitheito heard only of their

own
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own charms, and 1maguwe that the heart ficls no
passion but that of love  They are soon suirounded
by admires whom they ciedit, be.auce they tell them
only what 1s heard with delight  Whoever gazes upon
them 15 a lover, and whoever foices & sigh, 15 png
in despair ;o

He surely 15 a ueeful momtor, who mculeates to
these thoughtless strangers, that the mgordy we
~oiched, who informs them, that the tram which
wealth and beauty draw after them, 15 lured only by
the scent of piey, and that, perhaps, among all those
who crowd about them with professions and flatterics,
there 1s not one who docs not hope for some oppor-
tumty to devour or betray them, to glut lumsclf by
then destruction, or to share their spails with a stionger
-savage 0

Virtue, prescnted singly to the pmagmation or
the reason, 15 so well recommended by 1ts own
graces, and so strongly supported by arguments,
that a good man wonders how any cwm be bad, ang
they whe are ignorant of the force of passion and m-
terest, who never observed the arts of seduction, the
contagion of example, the gradual descent from onc
crime to another, or the insensible deprwation of the
principles by loose conversation, naturally expect to
find ntegnity m every bosom, and veiacity on cvery
tongue 1

It 15, indeed, mmpossible not to hear from those
who have Ined longer, of wrongs and flschoods, of
violence and circumvention, but such naratines
are commonly 1egarded by the young the heady,
and the confident, as nothng moie than the mu
nurs of peev hness, or the dieams of dotage, and,

notwith
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notwithstanding all the documents of hoary wisdom,
we commonly plunge mnto the woild fearless and cre-
dulous, without any foresight of dangeir, or appre-
hension of deceit.

I have 1ematked, in a former paper, that credulity
is the common failing of unexperienced vntue; and
that he who is spontancously suspicious, may be justly
charged with 1adical coiruption; foi, if he has not
known the prevalence of dishoncsty by infoimation,
nor had time to observe 1t with lns own eyes, whence
can he take lus measurcs of judgment but from
himself”

They who best deserve to escape the snares of arti-

fice, are most likely to be entangled He that en-
deavours to live foi the good of others, must always
be exposed to the aits of them wha live only for them-
selves, unless he 1s taught by timcly precepts the
caution requued in common transactions, and shown
at a distance the pitfalls of tieachery.
s To youth, therefore, 1t should be carefully incul-
cated, that, to entei the road of hfe without caution
or reserve, 1n expectation of geneial fidelity and
justice, 1s to launch on the wide ocean without the
instruments of steerage, and to hope that cvery wind
will be prosperous, and that every coast will afford &
haibour.

To enumerate the” varlous motives to deceit and
injury, would be to count all the deswes that pre-
vail among the sons of men; smce thae 1s no
ambition however petty, no wish however absurd,
that by mdulgence will not be enabled to over-
power the influence of viitue. Many theie are,

who openly and almost piofessedly regulate all then
conduct
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conduct by their love of money, who have no other
reason for action or forbernce, for compliance or re-
fusal, than that they hope to gan more by one than
by the other 'These are mdecd the meanest and
cruelest of human bemgs, a race with whom, as with
some pestiferous anmls, the whole creation seems to
be at war, but who, however detested or scorned,
long continue to add heap to heap, and when they
have reduced one to begeary, are still permitted to
fasten on another

Others yet less rattonally wiched, pass their lives
m muschief, because they cannot bear the sight of suc
cess, and marh out cvery man for hatred, whose fame
or fortune they believe mcreasing

Vnny, who hwve not advanced to these degrees of
guilt, wre yet wholly unqualified for frnendship, and
unable to muntam any constant or regular course
of landness  Happiness may be destroyed not only by
unton with the man who 1s apparently the slave of
mterest, but with hin whom a wild opimion of the
dignity of perseverance, 1 whatever cause, disposes
to pursue every ijury with unwearted and perpetual
resentment, with him whose vamty mclnes hun to
consider every man asarmal m every pretension ,
with bim whose airy neghgence puts his fitend s affairs
or sec ets 1 continul hazard, and who thinks his
forgetfulness of others excused by his mattention to
huself, and with lnm whose inconstancy ranges with-
out any settled rule of choice ‘through varieties of
friendship, and who adopts and dismusses favourites
by the sudden mmpulse of caprice

Thus numerous are the dangers to which the con-
verse of mankind exposes uws, and which can be

Vor VI P avorded
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avoided only by prudent distrust  He therefore that,,
remembeimg tlus salutaly masim, learns ecarly to
withhold ins fondness from faii appearances, will have
reason to pay some honows to Buas of Priene, who
enabled hun to become wise without the cost of ex-
pelience. '

Nums. 176. SaTUurDAY, November 23, 1751.

Naso suspendere adunco. Ifor.

On me you turn the nose
i

' ‘HERE are many vexatious accidents and uncasy
situations which raise httle compassion for the
sufferer, and which no man but those whom they im-
mediately distress can regard with seriousness,  Petty
mischiefs, that have no influence on futunty, nor ex-
tend their effects to the rest of life, are always scen
with a kind of malicious pleasurc A mustake or em-
barrassment, which for the present moment fills the
face with blushes, and the mind with confusion, will’
have no other effect upon those who observe 1t, tham.
that of convulsing them with nresistible laughter.
Some circumstances of misery are so powerfully
ridiculous, that neither kindness nor duty can with-
stand them; they bear down love, mterest, and re-
verence, and foicc the friend, the dependent, o
the child, to gve way to instantancous motions of”

merriment.
Among the prmncipal of comick calamities, may
be 1eckoncd the pam which an author, not yet
13 ‘hardencd
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hudened mto msensibality, feels at the onsct of « fu-
1005 eritich, whose age, 11l, or fortune, gives Inm
conhdence to speak without reserve, who heaps one
olyjection upon apother, and obtrudes s remarhs,
and enforces Ius corrections, without tenderness or
ave

The author, full of the wmportance of his work,
and anvious for the justfication of every svllable, starts
and hindles at the shghtest att ¢k, the critich, eager
to establish Ins superionty, triumplung m every dis-
cosery of fulure, and zealous to 1mpress the cogency
of Ins arguments, pursaes hun from line to lne with-
out cessation or remorse  The eritich, who hazards
httle, procceds with vchemence, mmpctuosty, and
fearlesness,  the author, whost quict and fame, and
hfe and mnmortality, arc mohved m the controversy,
tries ¢yety art of subterfuge and defunce, mmmtamns
modestly what he resolves rever to yild, and yields
unwillingly what cannot be mantamed  The entick s
purpose 15 to conquer, the guthor only hopes to
escape the criticl therefore hmits his brow, and ra1 ¢s
his voie, 10d rejoices whenever he percencs any
tokens of pun cxated by the pressure of his asser-
tions, 6r the pomnt of his smcasms The author,
wliose endewour 13 at once to mollfy and clude lus
persecutor, composes his features and softens fus
decent, breahs the force of assault by retreat, and
rather steps aside than flies or advances

As 1t very seldom happens that the rage of extem
yorwy cutiasm mihicts fatil or Insting wounds, 1
know mat that the laws of benevolence entitle this
distress to much sympathy  Ihe dwversion of bait
i, an author has the sanction of all ages and nations,

2 and
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and is moie lawful than the <port of teasing other
amimals, because, for the most part, he comes vo-
luntarily to the stake, fuimished, as he imagncs, by
the patron powers of hteiatme, with 1csistless wea-
pons, and impenctiable armom, with the mal of
the boaw of 1% ymanth, and the paws of the hon of
Nemea.

But the woiks of genius are sometimes produced
by other motives than vanity ; and he whom neces-
sity or duty enfoices to write, 35 not always so well
satisfied with limself, as not to be discouraged by
censorious impudence. It may therefore be neccssary
to consider, how they whom publication lays open to
the msults of such as their obscunty secures against
reprisals, may extiicate themselves from unexpected
encountcis.

Fida, & man of considerable shill m the politichs
of liteiature, directs his pupil wholly to abandon his
defence, and even when he can nrefiagably 1cfute
all objections, to sufter tamely the exultations of his
antagonist

This rule may peihaps be just, when adwvice 18
asked, and seveiuty sohcited, because no man tells
his opimion so freely as when he imagmes 1t 1ecened
with implicit veneration, and citicks ought never
1o be consulted, but winle eriours may yet be rectified
or insipidity suppicssed  But when the book has
once been dismissed mto the woild, and can be no
more retouched, I know not whether a very different
conduct should not be prescribed, and whether firm-
ness and spitit may not sometimes be of use to over-
power arrogance and repel biutality  Softness, diffi-
dence, and moderation, will often be mustaken for

mbecility
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mmbecihty and dejection, they lure conardice to the
attack by the hopes of easy victory, and it will soon
be found that he whom every man thinks Le can con
quer, shall never be at peace

The ammadvaistons of critiche are commonly such
as may casily provohe the sedatest writur to some
quickness of resentment and acperity of reply A man
who by long consideration has fumiliarized a subject
to his own mnd, carcfully surveyéd the series of g
thoughts, wnd planned all the parts of his compo-
$iion o a regutar dependance on each other, will
often start at the smistrous nterpretations, or absurd
rémarks of haste and ignorance, and wonder by what
wfatuation they have been led anay from the obvious
sense, and upon what pecuhar prmciples of judgment
they deaide agunst lum

The ¢yc of the mtellect, like that of the body, 15
not equally perfect in all, nor equally adapted in any
to all objects, the end of criticism 1s to supply its
défects, rules arc the nstruments of mental vision,
which may mndeed assist our faculties when properly
used, but produce confusion and obscurity by unshil-
ful apphication

Some seem always to read with the microscope of
criticism, and employ therr whole attention upon
minute elegance, or faults scarcely wisible to com-
mon observation  The dissonance of a syllable, the
recurrence of the same sound, the repetitton of &
particle, the smallest dcviwon from propriety, the
shghtest defect m constiuction or arrangement, swell
before therr eyes mto enormitics  As they discern
with great exactness, they comprehend but a narrow
compass, and hnow nothmg of the justness of the

3 design,



214 THE RAMBLER. N° 176.

design, the general spuit of the performance, the arti-
fice of connexion, o1 the haimony of the paits; they
never conceive how small a proportion that which they
are busy m contemplating bears to the whole, or how
the petty maccuracies with which they aie offended,
are abso1bed and lost n general exccllence.

Others are furmshed by cnticisin with a telescope.
They see with gieat clearncss whatever 15 too 1¢mote
to be discovered by the rest of mankind, but aie totally
blnd to all that hes immediately before them.  They
discover in every passage some secret meaning, some
1emote allusion, some artful allegory, or some occult
imitation, which no other 1cader ever suspected ; but
they have no perception of the cogency of arguments,
the foice of pathetick sentiments, the vaiious colouis
of diction, or thie flowery embellishments of fancy, of
all that engages the atiention of others, theyare totally
insensible, while they pry mnto worlds of conjecune,
and amuse themselves with phantoms m the douds.

In enticism, as m every other other ait, we fail
sometimes by our weakness, but moic fiequently by
our fault. Weare sometimes bewildeicd by ignorance,
and sometimes by piejudice, but we seldom deviate,
far from the 1ight, but when we deliver owsclves up
to the duection of vamty.
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Nume 177 Turspay, November 26, 1751

Turpe est difficiles kabere nugas Marr

“Those thin,s which now seem frivolous and shight
Wil be of serions consequence to jou
¥ hen they have made you once nidiculous TRoscosxnon

7o the RANMBLLR
SIR,

HIN I was, at the usual time, about to enter
upon the profession to which my fiiends had
destined me, bemg summoned, by the death of my
father, mto the country, I found myself master of an
unexpected sum of money, and of an cstate, wiuch,
though not Iwrge, was, m my opnon, sufficient to
support me in a condition far preferable to the fatigue,
dependance, and uncertainty of any gamful occupation
T therefore resolved to devote theest of my life wholly
to curiosity, and without any confincment of my ex-
cursions, or termmnation of my views, to wander over

the boundless regions of gencinl kmowledge
Tius scheme of life seemed pregnant wath inex-
haustible variety, and therefore I could not forbea to
congratulte myself upon the wisdom of my chorce
I furnished a large room with all convemencres for
study, collected books of every hnd, quitted every
science at the fist peiception of disgust, refurned to
T4 i
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it again as soon as my former aidour happened to
1evive ; and having no rival to depiess me by com-
paiison, nor any cutick to alarm me with objec-
“tions, I spent day after day i profound tianquilhty,
with only so much complacence in my own improve-
ments, as scived to excite and animate my appl-
cation

Thus I lived for some years with complete ac-
quescence m my own plan of conduct, rising eaily
to read, and dividing the latter pait of the day be-
tween economy, CXE€rcise, and ieflection. DBut m
tine, I began to find my mind contiacted and
stiffened by solitude. My case and elegance were
sensibly impaned ; I was no longer able to accom-
modate myself with readmess to the accidental cu-
rent of conversation , my notions grew paiticular and
paradoxical, and my phraseology formal and un-
fashionable, I spoke, on common occasions, the
language of books My quickness of appichension,
and celenty of ieply, had entncly deseited me;
when I delivered my opmion, or detailed my know-
ledge, I was bewildered by an unseasonable mteiro-
gatory, disconceited by any shght opposition, and
overwhelmed and lost i dejection, when the smallest
advantage was ganed agamst mc m dispute I be-
came decisive and dogmatical, impatient of contra-
diction, perpetually jealous of my chaiacter, m-
solent to such as acknowledged my supeilonty, and
sullen and mahgnant to all who refused to 1eceive my
dictates

This I soon discovered to be one of those intel-
lectual diseases which a wise man should make haste

to
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to cure I thercfore resolved for a tire to shut my
boohs, and learn agam the a1t of comeersation, to de-
fecate and clear my mmd by brisher motions, and
stronger impulses, and to umite myself once more to
the hiving generation

Tor tins purpase I hasted to London, and entreated
one of my academical acquamtances, to mtroduce
me mto some of the httle societies of htcrature, which
are formed m taverns and coffec houses He was
pleased with an opportumty of showmg me to lus
friends, and soon obtamed me admission among a
select compwmy of curious men, who met once a
week to exlulmate thew studies, and compare thar
acquisitions

The eldest and most venerable of this socicty was
ITirsutus, who, after the first civilitics of my reception,
found means to ntroduce the mentton of lus favourite
studies, by a severe censure of those who want the due
regard for thew native country He nformed me,
that he had carly withdrawn lus attention from fo
reign trifles, and that smce he begun to addict hus
mnd to serious and manly studies, he had very care-
fully amassed all the Lnglish books that were printed
1n the black character This search he had pursued
so diligently, that he was able to show the deficiencies
of the best citalogues  He had long since completed
Ins Caiton, had three sheets of Z7everss unknown
to the antiquaries, and wanted to a perfect Pynson
but two volumes of which one was promised him as a
legacy by 1ts present possessor, and the other he was
resolved to buy, at whatever price, when Quusquilues s
library should be sold  Hewrsutus had no ather rea

son



218 THE RAMBLER. N* 175.

son for the valuing or shghting a book, than that 1t
was pinted in the Roman or the Gotluck letter, nor
any 1deas but such as his favournte volumes bad sup-
plied; “when he was serious, he evpahated on the
naniatives of Jokan de Trevisa, and when he was
merry, 1egaled us with a quotation fiom the Shippe
of Toles.

Winle I was listening to thus hoary student, Leratus
entered m a huny, and mformed us with the abrupt-
ness of ccstacy, that Ins sct of halfpence was now
complete, he had just received in a handful of change,
the piece that he had so long been seehmng, and could
now defy mankind to outgo s collection of Lnglsk
copper.

Chartophylax then observed how fatally human sa-
gacity was sometimes baffled, and how often the most
valuable discoveries are made by chance. He had
employed hmnself and his emissaries seven years at
great expense to perfect his seiies of Gaszettes, but
had long wanted a single paper, which, when he
despaired of obtaining 1t, was sent him wrapped round
a parcel of tobacco.

Cantilenus turned all lus thoughts upon old ballads,
for he considered them as the genune records of the
national taste. He offered to show me a copy of
The Clildren wm the I'Wood, which he fumly beleved
to be of the fust edition, and, by the help of which,
the test might be freed fiom seveial conuptions, if
this age of bharbanty had any claim to such favours
from him

Many weie admntted nto this society as inferiour
members, because they had collected old punts and

neglected
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neglected pamphlets, or possessed some fragment of

| antiquity, as the seal of an anclent corporation, the
charter of a rehgious housc, the genealogy of 2
family extinct, or a letter wutten 1 the reign of
Lhzabeth )

Lvery one of these wirtuosos looked on' all lus
associptes as » retches of depraved taste and narrow
notions Therr convercation was, therefore, fretful
and waspish, thew behaviour brutal, thewr merrment
bluntly sarcastich, and then seriousness gloomv and
suspictous  They were totally 1gnorant of all that
passes, or has lately passed, m the world, vnable to
discuss any question of rchgious, polttical, or mili-
tary hnowledge, equally strangers to science and
politer learmng and wathout any wish to wmprove
therr mnds, or any other pleasure than that of dis-
playing ranties, of which they would not suffer others
to make the proper nse
Hursutus grciously mformed me, that the number

of their soctety was limited, but that T might sometimes
attend as an auditor, I was pleased to find myself in
no danger of an honour, which I could not have wil-
Iingly accepted, nor gracefully refused, and left them
without any itention of 1eturning  for 1 soon found
that the suppression of those habits with wlich T was
vitated, requued assoctation with men very different
from ths solumn race

I am, SIR, &¢

Vivacuros

It
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It is natural to fcel grief or mdignation, when any
thing necessary or uscful 1% wantonly wasted, o1 negl-
gently destroyed; and therefore my correspondent
cannot be blamed for looking with uneasiness on the
waste of life. Leisurc and curiosity might soon make
great advances m useful knowledge, weic they not
diverted by minute emulation and laborious trifles
It may, however, somewhat mollify hus anger to reflect,
that perhaps none of the assembly which he describes,
was capable of any nobler efmployment, and that he
who does his best, however little, is always to be
distinguished from lim who does nothing. Whatever
busies the mind without corrupting 1t, has at least this
use, that it rescues the day from idleness, and he that
is never 1dle will not often be vitious.
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Numzp 178 Sarurpay, November 30, 1751,

Pars samtates velle sanaria fint SexECas

To yield to remedies 18 half the cure

PY TH AGORAS 15 reported to ha.e required from
those whom he 1nstructed i phitosophy a proba-
tonary silente of five years  Whether this prohibiion
of speech eatended to all the parts of this tume, as
seems generally to be supposed, or was to be observed
only 1n the school or m the presence of ther master,
as 15 more probable, 1t was sufficient to discover the
pupils disposition, to try whether he was willing to
pay the pice of learning, or whether he was one of
those whose ardour was rather violent than lasting,
and who expected to grow wise on other terms than
those of paticnce and obedience
Many of the blessings umversally desired, are very
frequently wanted, because most men, when they
should labour, content themselves to complan, and
rather hinger n a staten which they cannot be at
rest, than improve their condition by vigour and reso
lution
Providence has fived the hmits of human enjoy-
ment by immovable boundares, and has set different
gratificitions at such a distance from each other, that
no art or power can bring them together  This great
law 1t 15 the business of every rationel bemng to un
derstand, that hife may not pass avay m an attempt
to mahe contradictions consistent, to combe opposite
quahties,
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qualities, and to unite things which the nature of their
being must always keep asunder

Of two objects tempting at a distance on contiary
sides, it 15 impossible to approach one but by 1eceding
from the other, by long deliberation and dilatory pro-
jects, they may be both lost, but can never be both
gamed Its, therefore, necessaiy to compaie them,
and, when we have deteimmed the prefeience, to with-
draw our eyes and our thoughts al once from that
which reason directs us to reject. This 1s moie neces-
Sary, if that which we are fonsakmg has the power of
delighting the senses, o1 fiimg the fancy Ic that
once turns aside to the allmements of unlawful plea-
sure, can have no secuiity that he shall cver 1egam the
paths of vutue

The philosophick goddess of Bocthuus, having 1c-
Jated the story of Orpheus, who, when he had 1eco-
vercd his wife from the dominions of dcath, lost her
agamn by looking back upon her m the confines of
hight, concludes with a very elegant and forable appli-
cation Whoever you are that endeavour to elevate
your munds to the lununations of Heaven, consider
yourselves as represented in thus fable, for he that s
once so_far overcome as to turn back lus eyes towards
the wfernal caverns, loses at the first sight all that in-
Jluence which attracted hum on high :

Vos hae fabula respicit,
Quicungue 1n superum diem
Mentem ducere querntis
Nam qu T tareum 1 specus
Victus lumina flexerit,
Quidquid pizeeipuum trabit,
Perdit, dum videt 1nferos.

- It
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It may be observed, i gencral, that the future 13
purchased by the present. It 1s not possible to secure
distant or permanent happiness but by the forbearance
of some immediate gratification  This 15 so evidently
true with regard to the whole of our ewstence, that all
the precepts of theology have no other tendency than
to enforce a Iife of faith, a Life regulated not by
our senses, but our belief, a life i which pleasures
are to be refused for fear of mvisible pumshments,
and calamities sometimes to be sought, and always
endured, 1 hope of resards that shall be obtamned 1y
another state

Esen if we take mto our view only that particle of
our duration which 1s terminated by the grave, 1t will
be found that we cannot enjoy one part of life be-
yond the common himitations of pleasure, but by an-
ticipating some of the satisfaction which should ex-
hiarate the follonmg years The heat of youth
may spread happmess mto wild luxuriance, but the
radical vigour requisite to mahe 1t perenmal 1s ex-
hausted, and all that can be hoped afternards 1s
languor and sterility

The reigmng errour of manhind 15, that we are not
content with the conditions on which the goods of
Iife are granted No man 1s msenstble of the value of
knowledge, the advantages of health, or the convem
ence of plenty, but every day shaws us those on whom
the conviction 1s mithout effect

Knownledge 15 prused and desied by multitades
whom her charms could never rouse from the couch
of sloth, whom the tamtest mvitation of pleasme
draws away from therr studies to whom any other
wethod of weanng aut the day 1s more eligible than

the
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the use of books, and who are more casily engaged by
any conversation, than such as may rectify their notions
or enlarge thewr comnprehension.

Evecry man that has felt pain, hnows how little all
other comforts can gladden him to whom health is
denied. Yet who is therc does not somctimcs hazard
it for the enjoyment of an hour? All assemblics of
jolity, all places of publick entertainment,’exhibit
examples of stiength wasting in rot, and beauty
withering m irregularity; nor is it easy to cnter a
house jn which part of the family 15 not groanmng in
repentance of past mtemperance, and part admitting
disease by neghigence, or soliciting 1t by luxury.

There is no pleasme which mnen of every age and
sect have moie generally agreed to mention with con-
tempt, than the gratifications of the palate, an enter-
tainment so far removed from intellectual happiness,
that scaicely the most shameless of the sensual herd
have daicd to defend 1t yet even to this, the lowest
of our delights, to this, though nerther quick nor
lasting, is health with all its actwity and sprightliness
daily sacrificed, and for this are half the miserics
endured which urge impatience to call on death.

"The whole woild 1s put in motion by the wish for
riches and the diead of poverty. Who, then, would
not imagmne that such conduct as will mevitably de-
stroy what all are thus Iabouring to acquire, must
generally be avoided? That he who spends moie
than he receives, must in time become indigent, can-
not be doubted; but, how evident soever this conse-
quence may appear, the spendthrift moves in the whirl
of pleasure with too much rapidity to keep it before
his eyes, and, in the intoxication of gayety, grows

12 every
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every day poorer without any such sense of approach
g rmn as 1s sufficient to wake lum mnto caution

Many complants aie made of the misery of hfe,
and ndeed 1t must be confessed that we are subject
to calamities by which the good and bad, the diligent
and slothful, the vigilant and heedless, aro equally
aficted  But surcly, though some indulgence may
be allowed to groans extorted by meyitable misery, no
man has a rght to repine at evils which, agunst warn-
mg, agunst experience, he deliberately and lewsurely
brings upon Ius own head, or to consider himselt as
debarred from hapj mess by such obstacles 4s resolution
may breah or dexterity may put aside

Great numbers who quarrel with therr condition,
have wanted not the power but the will to obtan a
better state  They have never contemplated the differ-
ence between good and evil sufhciently to quichen
aersion, or invigorate deswe they have mdulged o
drowsy thoughtlessness or giddy levity, have com~
mitted the balance of chowce to the management of
caprice, and when they have long accustomed them-
selves to recewve all that chance offered them, without
examination, lament at last that they find themselves
decered

Vor VI Q
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Nums. 179. Turspay, December 3, 1751.

Perpetteo 1151 pulmonem agitare solcbat Juv,

Demociitus would feed Ius spleen, and shahe
His sides and shoulders till he felt them ake Dryprv.

*VERY man, says Zully, has two chaactes,

* one which he paitakes with all mankind, and by
which he 1s distingmished {iom biute ammals ; anothe
which discuimmates him fiom the 1est of his own
species, and umpresses on him a manner and temper
pecubar to lumself, this particular character, if 1t be
not repugnant to the laws of general humamty, 1t 15
always his business to cultivate and pieserve

Every hour furmshes some confirmation of Zu/ly’s
precept It seldom happens, that an assembly of
pleaswe 15 so happily selected, but that some onc finds
admssion, with whom the rest aic descivedly oftfended;
and 1t will appeai, on a close mspection, that scaice
any man becomes emmently disagieeable, but by a
departwe from his 1cal character, and an attempt at
something for which natme o1 education has Icft lim
unqualified.

Ignorance or dulness have indeed no power of
affoiding delight, but they never give disgust except
when they assume the digmty of knowledge, o1 ape
the sprighthness of wit Awkwaidness and melegance
have none of those attractions by which ease and po-

liteness take possession of the heait; but ridicule and

2 censule
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censure seldom 11se agunst them, unless they appear
assocrated with that confidence which belongs only
to long acquamntance with the modes of hfe, and to
conscrousness of unfalling propuety of behaviom
Defoumity 1tself 15 regarded with tenderness rither
than averston, when 1t docs not attempt to decenve the
sight by dress and decoration, and to seize upon fic
titlous clums the prerogatives of beauty

He that stands to contemplate the crowds that fill
the streets of a populous city, will see many passen-
gers whose air and motion it will be difficult to be
hold without contempt and laughter, but 1t he exa
mines what are the appearances that thus powerfully
excte his risibility, he will find among them nether
poverty nor disease, nor anv mvoluntuy or pamnful
defect  The disposition to dension and insult 1s
awahened by the softness of foppery, the siell of
msolence the Ivelmess of levity, o1 the solemmty of
grandeur, by the sprightly trip, the stately stall the
tformal strut, and the lofty mien, by gestures mtended
to catch the eye, and by looks elaborately formed as
evidences of importance

Ithas T think, been some times urged m fivour of
affectation, that it 1s only a2 mistake of the means to
a good end, and that the intention with which it 1s
practised 15 alnays to please  If all attempts to m
novate the constitutional or habitual character hase
really proceeded from publick spiit and love of others,
the world has Intherto been sufficiently ungratetul,
since no return but scorn has yet been made to the
most difficult of all enterprise~, a contest with nature
no1 las any pity been shown to the fatigues of Jabour

92 which
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which never succeeded, and the uneasiess of disguise
by wlnch nothing was concealed.

It seems theiefore to be determined by the gene-
ral suffiage of mankind, that he who decks himself
in adscititions quahties rather purposes to command
applause than mmpait pleasuie, and he 1s theiefoie
treated as a man who, by an unmicasonable ambition,
usu1 ps the place i society to which he has no nght.
Praise 15 seldom paid with willingness even to mcon-
testable merit, and 1t can be no wonder that he who
calls for 1t without desert 1s 1epulsed with umveisal
indignation.

Affectation naturally counteifeits those exccllencics
which are placed at the gicatest distance from possi-
bility of attamnment We aie conscious of our own
defects, and eageily endeavow to supply them by
artificial cxcellence, nor would such efforts be
wholly without excuse, were they not often excited
by oinamental trifles, which he, that thus anxiously
stiuggles for the 1eputation of possessing them, would
not have been known to want, had not his mdustiy
quchened obseivation

Gelasymus passed the fust part of his life in acade-
mical piivacy and rural retirement, without any othel
conveisation than that of scholais, giave, studious,
and abstracted as limself IHe cultivated the mathe-
matical sciences with idefatigable diligence, disco-
vered many useful theorems, discussed with great ac-
curacy the resistance of fluds, and, though his
puonty was not geneially acknowledged, was the
first who fully explamed all the properties of the
catenaiian curve,

Leaining,
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Learming, when 1t nses to emwence, will be ob
scrved m tume, whatever nusts may happen to sur
round it Gelastmus, m lus forty nmth year, wasdis
ungwshed by those who have the rewards of Inon-
ledge 1 therr hands and called out to disply lus
hequisitions for the honour of lis country and add
digmty by his presence to philosophieal assemblies
As he did not suspect Ius unfitness for common
affairs, 'he felt no reluctance to obey the mvitation,
and what he did not feel he had yet too much honesty
to foign  Ile entered nto the world as a larger and
more populous college, where Ins performances would
be more publich, and lis renown farther extended ,
and umgmed that he should find Ins reputation
umversally presalent, and the mfluence of learnng
ciery where the same
} His ment mtioduced lim to splendid tables and
clegant acquamtance, but he did not find himself
alsays qualfied to jom in the conversation Ile
nas distiessed by tivilities, wineh he hnew not how
to repay, and entangled m many ceremomal per-
pleaitres, from which his books nd diagrams could
not extricite lim e ws sometimes untuchily en
gaged m disputes with Indies, with whom algebrac
axroms had no great weight, and saw many whose
favour and estecem he could not but desire, to whom
he was very hitle recommended by lus theories of the
tides, or his approximations to the quadrature of the
cncle

Greelasimus di not want penetration to discaver, that
no charm was more generally srresistible than that of
easy facetiousness and flowing lulanty  I{e saw that
disersion w1s more frequently welcome than improve

Q3 ment,
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ment; that authority and seilousness weie rather
fecared than loved , and that the grave scholar'was a
land of mmpertous ally, hastily dismissed when his
assistance was no longer necessmy He came to a
sudden 1esolution of thiowing off those cumbrous orna-
ments of leminmg which hindered lis reception, and
commenced a man of wit and jocularity  Utteily un-
acquainted with every topick of merrimcnt, 1gnorant
of the modes and {follies, the vices and vutues of man-
kind, and unfurnished with any ideas but such as
LPappus and 41 chimedes had given him, he began to
silence all mquiries with a jest mstead of a solution,
extended his face with a giin, which he mistook for a
smile, and m the place of a scientifick discourse, 1e-
talled 1 a new language, formed between the college
and the tave,n, the ntelligence of the newspaper
Laughter, he knew, was a token of alacrity, and,
theicfoie, whatever he said or heard, he was careful
not to fail i that gieat duty of 2 wit  If he asked
or told the hour of the day, if he complained of heat
or cold, stirred the fire, or filled a glass, 1emoved his
chan, or snuffed a candle, he always found some oc-
casion to laugh The jest was indeed a secret to all
but himself, but habitual confidence n lus own dis-
cernment hindered him from suspecting any weakness
or mistake  He wondered that his wit was so httle
undeistood, but expected that his audience would
compiehend 1t by degrees, and peisisted all his hfe to
show by gross buffoonery, how lhttle the strongest

faculties can perform beyond the Iimits of thewr own
provice
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Nuums 180 Saturpayx, December 7, 1751

[
Tadr € Jug 0o 5 oS parvr 3 Erfonor 278,
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On hife onmorals be thy thoughts employ d
Leave to the schools their atoms and their voud

¢t
T 1s somewhere related by Le Clac, that o wealthy
trader of good understanding, haying the com
mon ambition to breed lus <on 4 scholw, carried
Tum to an unierity, resolsing to use lns own judg
ment i the choce of a tutor  Ile had been taught,
by whatever mtelhgence, the ncarest way to the
heart of an academich, and at s arrival enter-
tuned all who came about lim with such profusion,
that the professors were lured by the smell of Ins
table from thar books, wd floched round hum with
all the cringes of whwaud complasance  This enger-
ness answered the merchants pmpose he glutted
them with dehcacies, and softened them with caresses,
till he prevaled upon one after another to open Iis
bosom, and make 1 discovery of his compehtions
Jealousies and resentments  Ilwving thus Jearned
cach mans character, partly from lumself, and paitly
from his acquaintances, he resolved to find some other
education for hus son, and went way convinced, that
a scholastich life has no other tendency than to vitite
the morals and contract the undeistanding  nor would
he afternards hewr with patience the pruses of the
Q4 ancient



232 THE RAMBLER. N° 180.

ancicnt authors, bemng persuaded that scholais of all
ages must have been the same, and that Xenophon
and Cicero were professors of some former unner-
sity, and theicfore mean and selfish, 1gnorant and
servile, lihe those whom he had lately wisited and
forsaken.

Envy, cunosity, and a scnse of the imperfection
of ow picsent state, mchne us to estimate the ad-
vantages which are 1n the posscssion of otheis above
their real value Ivery one must have iemaiked,
what powets and prerogatives the vulga 1magme to
be conferred by learnng A man of science 1s ex-
pected to excel the unlettered and uncnlightened even
on occasions where hiteratuie 1s of no use, and among
weak nunds, loscs part of his reveience, by discover-
ing no superiority m those parts of hfe, m which all
are unavordably equal , as when a monarch makes a
progress to the remoter provinces, the 1ustichs are said
sometimes to wonder that they find him of the same
size with themselves

These demands of prejudice and folly can never be
satisfied, and therefore many of the imputations which
learnng suffers from disappomted 1gnoiance, aic
without repioach  But there are some failuies, to
which men of study me pecuhaily exposed  Every
condition has its disadvantages The circle of know-
ledge 15 too wide for the most active and diligent
intellect, and while science 1s pmsued, other accom-
phshments are neglected , as a small garrison must
leave one pait of an extensive forticss naked, when
an alarm calls them to another

The leained, however, might generally support
then dignity with more success, 1f they suffered not

themsely os
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themsclves to be msled by the desire of superfluous
attamments  Raphacl, m return to Adam s mquiries
mto the courses of the stars, and the 1evolutions of
heaven, counsels him to withdiaw his ound from idle
speculations, and employ Ins ficulties upon nearer
and more interesting objects, the survey of lus own
Iife, the subjection of his pas tons, the hnownledge of
duties whieh must daily be performed, and the detec-
tion of dangers which must daily be incurred

I'is angehch counsel every man of letters should
alnays hwe before im - He that devotes lumself to
retned study naturally sinhs fiom omssion to forget-
fulness of social duties, he must be therefore some-
times awakened and recalled to the general condition
of mankind

1 am far from any mtention to hmit cunosity, or
confine the labours of lcarnng to arts of mmmediate
and necessary use It 15 onlv from the various essays
of cxperimental mdustry, and the vigue excursions
of mnds sent out upon discovery, that any adsvance-
ment of knowledge can be expected, and, though
many must be disappomted 1 their Inbours, yet they
are not to be charged with having spent ther time
m ovam, thew esample contibuted to mspie emw
htion, and their miscarrnges taught otheis the way
to success

But the distant hope of bewng one day useful or
cmment, oiight not to muslead us too far from that
study, which 1s equally requisite to the great and mean,
to the cclebrated nd obscute, the art of modeiating
the desires, of repiessing the appetites and of conult
ating or retaining the favour of manhind

No
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No man can magine the course of his own hfe, or
the conduct of the wold around him, unwoithy his
attention; yet, among the sons of leaimng, many seem
to have thought of every thing 1ather than of them-
sclves, and to have obseived every thing but what
passcs befoie their eyecs Many who toil thiough the
intricacy of complicated systems, aie msuperably em-
barrassed with the least perplexity m common affairs;
many who compatc the actions, and ascertamn the
characters of ancient heroes, let their own days ghde
away without exammation, and suffer vitious habits
to encroach upon then mmnds without resistance or
detection. ;

The most {requent 1eproach of the scholastick race
is the want of fortitude, not maitial but phlosophick
R7en bred m shades and silence, taught to 1mmuie
themselves at sunset, and accustomed to no other
weapon than syllogism, may be allowed to feel terrour
at personal danger, and to be disconcerted by tumult
and alarm. But why should Le whose life 1s spent m
contemplation, and whose busmess 1s ounly to discover
truth, be unable to rectify the fallacies of 1magation,
o1 contend successfully agamst picjndice and passion®
To what end has he read and meditated, 1f he gives
up lis understanding to false appcaiances, and suffers
himself to be enslaved by feai of evils to wlich only
folly or vamity can expose hun, ot elated by advan-
tages to which, as they aie cqually conferied upon the
good and bad, no real digmty 1s annexcd

Such, however, 1s the state of the wold, that the
most obscquious of the slaves of piide, the most rap-

turous of the gazers upon wealth, the most officious
of
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of the whisperers,of greatness, ue collected from se
minares appropriated to the study of wisdom and of
vrtue, wheiw 1t was miended that appetite should
learn to be content with little, and that hope should
aspire jonly to honours which no human power can
gneor tile any

Thetstudent, when he comes forth mto the world,
mstead of congiatulating bun<elt upon his cyemption
fiom the errours of those whos¢ opmions have been
formed by accident or custom, and who Ine withont
any certnin poneples of conduct, 15 commonly m
haste to mungle with the multitude, 1nd show lus
sprighthness and ductility by an expeditious comphi-
ance with fashions o1 vices  The first smule of a 1nan,
whose fortunc gives lnm power to 1eward his depend
ants commonly enchints Inm beyond resistance, the
glare of equipage, the sweets of huxwy, the hberality
of general promises, the softness of habitual affability,
fill s imagmation, and he soon ceses to have any
any other wish than to be well teeened or 1y mea-
sure of right and wrong but the opmon of lus patron

A man flattered and obeyed, learns to exact grosser
adulation, and enjom lower submission  Neither our
virtues nor vices ae all our owa  If there were no
conardice, there would be lntle n olence, prnde
cwmot nise to any great degree, but by the concur
rence of blandishment or the suffernce of timeness
‘The wretch who would shunk and crouch before one
that should dut lus eyes upon him with the spint of
natura} equality, becomes cipricous and tyranmcal
vwhen he sees himsclf approached with a downcast
looh, and hears the soft address of awe and servility

To
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To those who are willing to purchase favour by
eringes and compliance, 15 to be maputed the haugh-
tiness that leaves nothing to be hoped by fismness
and integuity

If, instead of wandeimg after the meteors of philo-
sophy, which fill the woild with splendows for a while,
and then sink and are foigotten, the candidates of
Tearning fincd then eyes upon the permanent Justie of
moral and religious truth, they would find a morc car-
tain direction to happmess A hitle plausibiity of
discourse, and acquamtance with unnecessaly specu-
fations, is demly puichased, when 1t excludes those
mstructions which fortify the heait with resolutior,
and exalt the spint to independence.

‘
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1

Nvws 181 Torspay, December 10, 1751

e Net fluttem dubize spe pendulus hore Hor

Nor let me flont 1n fortunes pow r
Dependant on the future hour Laaners

7o the RAMBLLR
SIR,

S I have passed much of my life 1 disquiet and
suspense, and lost many opportumties of advan
tage by a passion which I have reason to believe pre-
salent m different degrees over a great part of man
kind, I cannot but think myself well qualified to warn
those ssho ue yet uncaptnated of the danger wluch
they mcur by placing themselves wathn 1ts influence

I served an apprenticeshup to a hinen draper, nith
uncommon 1eputation for diligence and fidehty and
at the age of three and twenty opened a shop for my-
scdf wath a laige stodd and such credit among all the
merchant,, who were ncquainted with my mastcl, that
I could command wnatever was imported cumisous or
valuable Tor five years I proceeded with success
proportionate to close application and untainted mnte-
guty was a darmg bidder 2t cverv sale, alvays pud
my notes befote they were due and advanced o fast m
commercial reputation, that I was pioverbially maiked
out as the model of young tiaders and every one ex-

pected that a fen years would mahe me an aldaman
In
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Tn this coutse of cven prospontr, T owae oar day
persuaded to buy a tichet m the lottery  “The snm
was inconsidarable, pat was to be repand thoueh
fortune mught furll to favonr me, and thaaore my
establishcd musnus of frngabity dud not ve-tiam ane
fiom <o tiiflme an exprument. The ket Tay alinost
forootten till the tune at which Coers s gt vas to
be determmed, nor dud the oftan Gvea then srrm
of any mportance. tll T discovarad by v publick
papars that the number nost o e bed confared
the gicat prise,

My heat leaped at the thought of such an ap-
proach to sudden 1viches, which T consudered oy,
however contrantly to the lavs of computetion, as
having mssed by a smele chance, wand T could not
forbear to 1evolve the consequences whieh such a
bounteous allotment would have produced, 1t bl
happened to me  This dicam ot tehieity, by degiers,
tooh possesston of my magmation  The great dehaht
of my sohtary hours was to purchase an estate, and
form plantations with money wlich once might ha.e
been mme, and I never met my fiiends but I spoiled
all theit meiniment by perpetual complants of my il
luck

At length another lottery was opened, and T had
now so heated my mmagmation with the prospect of a
puize, that T should have pressed among the first pui-
chasers, had not my aidow been withheld by delibe-
1ation upon the probability of success fiom ane tichet
rather than another I hesitated long between cven
and odd, consideied the squaic and cubich num-
bers through the lottery, exanuned all those to which
good luck had been lutheito anncied, and at last

fined
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fived upon one, %lich, by some sceret relation to the
events of my hfc T thought predestined to make me
happy  Delay 1 greut affaws 15 often mischuevous
the tichet wis <old, and its possessor conld not be
found

Iscturned to my conjectures, and, after many arts
of pognosticition, fived upon another chance, but
with less confidence  Never did captive, hen, or lover,
feel so much vexation from the slow pace of ting, 15 1
suffered between the purchase of my tichet and the
distribution of the prizes I solaced my uncasiness s
well as I could, by frequent contemplitions of ap
proaching happmess, when the sun rose I hnew st
would set, wnd congritalated myself at mght that I
was 50 much newrer to my wishes At Jast the dry
came, my tichet appeared, and rewarded all my care
and sagacity with 1 despicable prize of fifty pounds

My friends, who honcstly rejoiced upon my success,
were very coldly recened, 1 Ind myself a fortmght n
the country, that my chagim mught fume away without
observation, and then returming to mjy shop, begw to
Listen after another lottery

With the news of a lottery I was soon graufied
and having now found the vamty of conjecture and
wefheacy of computation, I 1csolsed to tale the
prize by violence, and theicfore bought forty tichets
not omuttmz however, to diade than between the
even nd odd numbers, that I nnght not s the
lucky class  Maay conclusions did 1 form, wnd many
expertments did I try, to detertmine fiom which of
those tichets T mmght most reasonibly evpect riches
Atlt, being unable to «atisfy myself by anv mades of

13c0n1ng,
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1easoning, 1 wrote the numbers upon dice, and allotted
five hours cvcly day to the amusement of thhonwing
them in a gariet, and, cxamining the event by an ex-
act register, found, on the cvenmg before the lottery
was diawn, that one of my numbers had been tuined
up five times more than any of the 1est in thice hun-
died and thirty thousand thiows

This experiment was fallacious, the fiust day pie-
sented the hopeful tichet, a detestable blank  The rest
came out with different fortune, and in conclusion I
lost thuty pounds by this great adsenture

I had now wholly changed the cast of my behavious
and the conduct of my life  The shop was for the
most part abandoned to my sei1vants, and 1t 1 entered
it, my thoughts weie so engiossed by my tichets, that
I scarcely heard or answeied a question, but consi-
dered evcry customar as an mtiuder upon my medita-
tions, whom I was 1n haste to despatch. I mistook the
piice of my goods, commtted blunders in my bills,
forgot to file my 1eceipts, and neglected to 1egulate my
books My acquamtances by degrees began to fall
away, but I peiceived the dechine of my business with
little emotion, because whatever deficience there might
be 1 my gams, I espected the next lottery to supply

Miscainiage natwmally produces diffidence; I began
now to seek assistance agamst 11l luck, by an alliance
with those that had been moie successful I mquired
diligently at what office any prize had been sold,
that I might purchase of a propitious vender, so-
heted those who had been fortunate m former lot-
teries, to paitake with me in my new tickets, and

whenever I met with onc that had m any event of his
hfe
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hfe been emmnently prosperous, Insited hnm to take
u farger <hare I had, by this rule of conduct, so dif
fased my mierest, that T had a fourth part of fificen
tichets, an cighth of forty, and a sivteenth of ninety

I waited for the decision of my fate with my former
palpitations, and loohed upon the busmcss of my
trde with the usual neglect The wheel at last was
turned, and 1ts revolutions brought me a long suc-
cession of <orrows and disappomtments I indeed
often partoot of v small prize, and the loss of one day
was genetally balanced by the gam of the next, but
my de ires yet remamned un atisfied, and when one of
my chnees had fuiled, all my expectation was sus
pended on those wlich rcmamed yet undeternined
At last a prize of five thousand pounds wus proclaimed ,
I caught fire at the cry, and inquining the number,
found it to be one of my own tichets, which I had
divsded among those on whose luch I depended, and
of which I bad rctained only a sixteenth part

You will crsily judge wath what detestation of im
self, a man thus intent upon gan reflected that he had
sold a prize which was onee 1 Jus possession It was
to no purpose that I repre.cnted to my mnd the mn
possibility of recalling the past or the folly of con
demnng an act, which only its event, an event which
no human intelligence could forcsee, proved to be
wrong  The prize wineh, though put mn my hands,
had been suffered to shp from me, filled me with
anguish, and knowing that complamt would only ex-
pose ine to rihieule, T gave myself up silently to grief,
and lost by degiees my appetite and ny rest

My mdisposition soon became visible, I wes vistted
hy my friends, and among them by Lumathes, a

VoL VI R clergvman,
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clergyman, whosc picty and Jeaning gave lim such
an ascendant over me, that I could notiefuse to open
my heat  There aie, sawd he, few mmds sufliciently
firm to be tiusted m the hands of chance W hoever
finds hnuself mclmed to anticipate futnuty, and exalt
possibility to certamty, should averd every hnd ot
casual adventuie, smee his giief must be always pro-
portionate to Ins hope.  You have long wasted that
time, wlich, by a poper apphication, would have
certamly, though moderately, mcieased your fortune,
n a labarious and anvious pwsmt of a species of gam,
which no labour o1 anviety, no ait or expedient, can
secute ot plomote  You aie now fictting away your
ife m 1epentance of an act, agamst wlnch 1epentance
can give no caution, but to avoid the occasion of comn-
mitting 1it.  Rouse fiom tlus lazy dicam ot tfortuitous
uches, which, 1t obtamed, you could scaicely have
enjoyed, because they could confer no cansciousness
of deseit, retwin to 1ational and manly mdustiy, and

consider the mere gift of luch as below the caie ot a
wise man. i

PR
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’

Nuwup 182 Sirunpiy, December 14, 1751

'
—— Duxes qui fiers tulty
1t cato vult fiert Juvenal,

The lust of v ealth can never bear delay

II‘ has Leen observed 10 a late paper, that we are

unrcisonably desirous to separite the goods of life
fiom those evls which Providence hns connceted wath
them, and to eatch advantizes without paymg the
price at wich the, aie offercd us 1 very man wishes
to be nch, but verv few hue the powers neeeseary to
rica undden fortune, cither by new discoveries, or
by supestonity of shill m any necessary employment,
and, among lower undastandings many want the
fimness and industry sequisite to regular gamn and
gradual acquisitions

Trom the hope of enjoving affluence by methods
more compend ous than those ot labour, and more
genenlly practicible than tluse of gumus, proceeds
the common melinition to cperunent and hazard,
and that willngne  to snatch all opportumtes of
growing rich by clance, which when 1t has once
tahen possession of the mind, 15 scldom drnen out
ather by time or arqument, but contnues to waate
Ife m perpetual delusion, and generally ends m
wretchedness and want

The folly of untimely exultation and visionary pro
sperity, 13 by o means peculiar to the purchasers of

N Rr2 tickets,
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tickets , theie are multitudes whose hife 1s nothing but
a continual lottery, who aie always within a few months
of plenty and happincess, and how oiten socver they are
mocl cd with blanks, evpeet a prze fiom the neat
adventuie.

Among the most 1ecolute and ardent of the votaries
of chance, may be numbered the mortals whose hope
1s to 1aisc themselves by a wealthy match ; who lay
out all then mdustiy on the assiduties of countshup,
and sleep and wale with no other ideas than of tieats,
compliments, guardians, and 1ivals

One of the most mdetatigable of this clase, is my
old fitend Lewviculus, whom I have never known for
thuty yeais without some matiimonial project of ad-
vantage  Leviculus was bied under a merchant,
and by the graces of his person, the sprighthness of
his pattle, and the neatness of his diess, so much
enamouice his master’s seccond daughter, a gnl of
siateen, that she declaied her 1esolution to have no
other husband  Iler iuther, ofter having chndden
her for undutifulness, consented to the match, not
much 1o the satisfaction of Leviculus, who was sof-
ficiently elated with lus conquest to think himsclf en-
titled to a larger fortunc  Iic was, however, soon
1d of his perplexity, for his nusticss died before therr
marilage.

FHe was now so well satisfied with his own ac-
comphshments, that he determmed to commence
fortune-hunter , and when his appienticeship ex-
pired, mstead of begmning, as was cipected, to
walk the exchange with a face of wportance, o1
associatmg hunselr with those who weie most emi-
nent for therr knowledge of the stochs, he at once
' 11 thiew
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threw off the solemmty of the countin~ house, equip
ped himself with a modish wig istened to wits
coffee houses, passel s crenmgs benind the iscenes
m the thet learnud the nunes of beauties of
qualty, bummed the last stwzs of {1 hienble
songs, talked with tamihwmty of gh ply, boasted
of slusi achievemunt  upon drwsers and coichmen,
was often (brousht to Ins lodgngs at mudmight m a
chai, told with neghgence and jocularity of Wilhng o
tailor, and now and then let fly a shrewd jest at a
sober citizen 1

Thus furmshed with meastible artillery, he turned
his' batterics upon the female world, and, m the first
wumth of selt approbation, proposed no less than
the posscssion of riches and beawty umted  He
therefore pad s cvities to Iawidla, the only
daughter of a wealthy shopheeper, who not bemg
accustomed to amorous blancishments, or 1espectful
addresses, was dchghted with the noselty of love,
and easily suftered i to conduct her to the ply,
and to meet her whete she visited  Zevwcudus did
not doubt but her father, howeser offended by a
clandestine marriage would soon be reconciled by
the tears of lus daughter, and the ment of lus son 1n
Iaw, and was i haste to conclude the afiair  But
the lady hhed better to be comted than married,
and hept hin three years in uncertanty and attend-
ance At Jast she fell n love with a young ensign ot
a ball, and having danced with i all mcht, married
him 1 the morning

Leveculus to avord the nidicule of his companions,
tooh a journcy to a small cstate 1 the country,
where, after his uswal mmquires concerning the

R 3 nymphs
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nymphs in the newlhibourhood e tound it proper to
fall in love with Alerhe, a monden lady, twenty vears
older than himselt, for whose favowr fiftcen nephene
and neices were m perpetual contention They
hovered round her with such  jealous ofhuouwmess,
as scarcely left a moment vacant fon a lover  Le-
wiculus, nevertheless, discovered s passion m a let-
ter, and Al could not withstand the plerswe of
hearmg vows and <ighs, and flattevies and protesta-
tions  She aduntted his visits enjoyed, for five years,
the bappmess of heeping all her expedtant. m per-
petral alarms, and amused hewselt with the varons
stiatacems which weie practised to  dicencage b
affections  Somctimes she was advised with @eat
caincstuess to tiavel for her health, and somctunes
trcated to heep her hiother s humc Many stoses
were spread to the dieardvantage of Lewiadus, by
which she commonly scemed afiected for a tune, but
took care soon afterwards to expiess her comaction
of then falschnod  But bemng at last satiated with
this ludicious tytanny, she told her lover, when he
pressed for the 1eward of lus seivices, that she was
very sensible of hus menit, but was 1csolved not to un-

poverish an ancicnt {family
He then retuined to the town, and soon after Ius
arrval became acquainted with Laty oma, a lady dis-
tingwshed by the clegance of her equipage, and the
regelanty of her conduct Il wealth was evident m
her magmficence, and ber prudence m her economy,
and therefore Leveculus, who had scarcely confidence
to solicit her favour, readily acquitted fortune of her
former debts, when he found bimselt distinguished by
her with such mahs of pieference as a woman of
12 modcesty
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modesty 15 loned to gve  He now giew bolder,
wd ventmet to brethe out lus nnpatience before her
She heard hun without rescntnent, m time pernntted
Inm to hope for happmess, and at Ist ficed the nup
trd dry, without a1y dictiustful rescive of pin money,
o1 sordul stipul waons for Jomture, and settlcments
Levcwdus vas tiumphing on the eve of mmiage,
when he heard on the stans the voice of Latromas
mad, whom frequent biibes had secured 1 ns service
She <oon burst nto lus room, and told lnm that she
could not sufier b to be longer decened, that her
mistress was now spending the st pfyment of ha
fortune and was only supported m her espense by
the credit of his estate  Lexzcudis shuddered to sce
hunsclt so near a preapice, and found that he was
mdebted for his escape to the resentment of the mad,
who, hwing assisted Latroma to gun the conquest,
quarrclled with her at Jast about the plunder
Levicudus was now hopeless and disconsolate, till
one Sunday he san a ludy mn the Mall, whom her
dress declaed 2 widow, and whom, by the joltmg
prance of her gait, and the broad resplendence of her
countenance, he guessed to hwe litely buried some
prosperous citizen e followed her home, and found
her to be no less than the relict of Prune the grocer,
who, having no childien hnd bequeathed to her ll
is debts and dues, and hus estates real and pusonal
No formahty was necescary m addressmg madan
Prune, and therefore Leviculus went nest morning
without an mtroductor  His dedJaration was recetved
with a loud laugh, she then collected her countenance,
wondered at lus impudence ashed 1f he knew to whom
he was tallng, then showed him the door, and agan
R4 laughed
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laughed to find him confused.  Leveculus discovered
that this coarsencss was nothing more than the coquetry
of Corninll. and nest day retmined to the attack e
soon grew famihiar to he chalect, ard na few weels
heard, without any emotion, hints of gay clothes with
empty pochets, concunied i many sage 1emaiks on
the 1cgaid due to people of propety, and ameed
with her 1n detestation of the ladies at the other end
of the town, who pinched then bellies to buy fine
laces, and then pretended to laugh at the city

Ie sometimes presumed to mention matriage ;. but
was always answeied with a slap, a hoot, and a
flounce At last Lc began to press het closer, and
thought himnself moie tavowably recened, but gomng
onc morning, with a 1esolution to tufle no longer, he
found her goune to chuich with a young journeyman
fiom the neighbouwng shop, of whom she had become
enamouicd at her window ‘

In these, and a thousand intermediate adsentures,
has Levicufus spent his time, till he 15 now e1own gray
with age, fatigue, and disappomtment  Ile begins at
last to find that success 1s not to be ewpected, and
being unfit for any employment that might impiove lus
fortune, and unfurmshed with any aits that might
amuse his leismie, 15 condemned to wear out a taste-
dess Iife in nairatnes which few will hear, and ¢om-
plamts which none will pity.
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Nuasp 183 Turspay, Decemlber 17, 1751

1 L

Mulla fides regns socus omnisque potestas
Impatiens consortis crat Luc.ﬂ',

No futh of partnership dominion ¢ vos
Sull discord hovers o er divided thrones

3

HI hostihty perpetully exerciced between one
man and anothes, 15 caused by the desire of many
for that winch onlv few can possess Lvery man
would be rich, ponerful and famous, yet fame power,
and riches are only the names of rcltwve conditions
which unply the obscurity, depend ince, and poverty of
greater numbers
This untversal and mnecessant competition produces
myury and mobice by two motises, terest and covy,
the prospect of adding to our possessions what we can
take from others, and the hope of alleviating the sense
of our disparity by lessening others, though we gim
notlimig to ourselves
Of these two mahenant and destructne povers, 1t
sgems probable at the first view, that nterest by the
strongest and most extensive mfluence It s ousy to
conceive that opportunitivs to scize what has been lo 1g
wanted, miy exate desucs almost nresisuble  but
surely the same eagerness cannot be hindled by an ac—
cidental po ver of destioying that which gives huppiness
to another It must be more nataral to rob for gamn,
than to ravage only for nuschicf
et
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Yet T am mchned to beheve, that the great law of
mutnal benevolence 1 oftenct siolated by envy than by
interest, and that mo-t of the misery which the defa-
niation of blameless actions, or the obstinction ot honest
endeavours, biings upon the v oild, 1s mflicted by men
that |..opose no advantage to themselves but the satis-
faction of powoning the banquet which they cannot
taste, and blasting the hatvest which they hase no right
to rcap

Interest can diffuse iself but {0 a narow compass.
The number 15 never large of thosc who can hope to
fill the posts of degiaded power, catch the tragments
of shattered foitunc, or succeed to the honours of
depreciated beauty  But the empire of envy has no
Lmits, as it requires to its mfluence very hittle help
from external cncumstances Envy may alnways be
produced by idleness and pride, and m what place
w1l they not be found ?

Intcrest 1equues some qualities not universally be-
stowned The 1um of another will produce no piofit
to him who has not discernment to maik lus advantage,
comage to seize, and activity to pursue it, but the
cold maligmty of envy may be exerted m a toipid and
quiescent state, amidst the gloom of stupiity, m the
coverts of cowardice e that ialls by the attacks of
interest, 1s torn by hungiy tigers, he may discover and
resist b1s enemies  He that peitshes’ m the ambushes
of envy, 15 destioyed by unknown and mvisible assail-
ants, and dies like a man suflocated by a poisonous
vapour, without knowledge of his danger, o1 possibility
of contest

Interest 1s seldom pusued but at some hazard
He that hopes to gamn much, has commonly somethmng

- ‘ to
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to Jose, and when he ventures to attach supenionts, if
he fals to conquer, 15 mecoverbly cruched  But
eavy may et witnout expense o danger o spread
suspicion to 1ment crlumnes  to popagate semdal,
requires naither lubour nor courage It s easy for the
author of a lic however malignant, to eseape detee
ton nd nfimy needs vay httle mdustey to ussist its
arrculation

Ly 15 almost the onl vice which 15 practicable at
all times nd 10 every place, the ouly passton which
cw never he quiet for want of mwntation, 1its eftects
thercfore e every where discoverible, and s at-
tunpts always to be dicaded

It 18 1mposaible to mention 1 name which wy ad-
vantageous di tinction has made emnent, but some
latent ammosity will burst out  The wenlthy trder,
howtver he may abstiact hunself from publich ffan
will never want those who lunt with Shyled/, that shaps
aic but bowds I'be beauty, adorned only with the
unambitious graces of 1mnocence and modesty, pro-
vohes, whenesver she appeirs a thousand murmms of
detraction  The gents even when he endeavours
only to cnteitun o1 mstruct, yet sutfers persccution
from numerable crstiels, whose aciimony 1s eseited
mercly by the pam of scung others pleased, and of
hc ning applau cs which another enjoys

The frequency of envy mahes 1t 50 familiar, that it
escapes our notice, nor do we often reflect upon its
turpitude o1 mahgmty, till we happen to feel its wfla
ence  When he that has gien no provocation to
malice, but by attempting to excel, finds himself pw-
sued by multitudes whom he never saw, with all the

mnplacabihity
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’
mplacahility of posonal v entimeat, e heoper-

e

cenves amour and mabice Yo o np e b 0 a
publich coemy, ac b meerd oo ehatwe ot e
famation s when b he us tor o tur of Prso bl
o1 the follies of Lis sout’s, ¢ povddto the vorl', oned
every tmhae of comdoet, o1 de! v o natme, aocra-
vated and aplioniad, B then et to ubhor the o
abfices at whnch he anly Tesebod Loper, ol et ovos
how much the hapye o0~ o e wandd be o doaneod by
the erlicotnn of cuay foom the o n ust

Faey s andesd astubbotn weed of the nasel, and
scldomn vielda to Le culeare of podo apt Th e
howes e, consedeorations, whieh, 1t cuctady rephntod
and chbecntly propacaed) it motiee o0 dpose
and 1ept <sat, sece uo onr can nuse b tor the sl e
of pleasic, as it eftects are only shane, angoeh,
and pertimbation

It 15 dysve all other viees e onsstent with the oii-
racter of a soctal by becanse 1 <acihioes truth and
hndness to very weal tomptations T that plonders
a wealthy neghbom game as much a5 Le tabe s avay,
and may mpove lus own condition m the <ame pro-
portion as he mnpans anotha’™s, but he that blasts a
Rounshing reputation, must be content with o snall
dividend of adattienal fame, <o «anail w~ i attord
very httle consolation to balunce the gmit by winch it
15 obtamcd

I bave Tutheito avorded that dangerous and empni-
cal morabty, which cuics ouc vice by means of another
But cnvy 1s co base and dete~table, so vile m s origr-
nal, and so peinicious m its ol ets, that the predom-

nance of almost any othier quality 15 to be prefeired
It
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It1s onc of tho ¢ Twless cnemics of socit , agmnst
which pot oned arrowe may o<ty he ned  Tata
therdfore be consttly pancmbered, it whotver
envies another conte  ¢s I s tonty, and et thoce
be reformed by thar prile who hse Jo t thur vrtue

It 15 no <l bt asoea thon of the mymr - waidh iy
meites, thit thes are eo nuntt <l agon € tho © who limv
amven no mtentonnl provocatio ond that the ufierer
18 often marhed ont tor s not b cane e has fu'ed
moany duty but boe wee Lo bas dated to do hore
than w s requred

lmost crer odier enme s procti =1 b the hedp of
some quahity which mhit hue prolical ¢ tam or
tou, of 3t hnd been well cmploved  but awy s men
unemined and geoume cal st pur s 1 Eatetul and by
despicable meny, and deanss not so much ity onn
happiness as ancthu s mcern Jo avord d praa
hhe thie, 1t 0 L neceesan thit ans one should asprre
to herosm or anctits but on's that he shold re ol
not to gt the rink wluch nuture ue ymus hany, and s b
to maintam the ity ot a humen bung



254 TIIT. RAMBLER. N 184.

Nuup 181, Svrurvay, December 1. 1751.

Poyottos apaas evpendere 1t i o grul
Convamat ral e, veluwsque 18 atele 1 trie Jor,

Intrust thy fortone to the pow’re oy,
Iv oo thom to omae e o1 thee, ad to peont
What the r uranng vsdom woee thee want, Drsprn.

S overy scheme of hie, <o cery form of wittme,
has 1ts advantages and meomvamenaes, though
not mingled m the came pronmions  The wrter of
essavs ~~eapes mamy embarrassments to which a laree
worl we wid have exposed himy, he seldom harasses his
reason wth Jong trams of consequences, duns iz cies
with the perusal of antiguated volumes, o bovdens s
memoly with grcat accumulations of preparatory hnow-
ledge A caddess slanee upon a fasouate aathor, or
transint suivey of the vaneties of e, 15 sufhaent to
supply the fist hint o1 semmel wdea, which, enlarzed
by the gradual acaction of maiter <tored m the mind,
15, by the warmth of ancy, castly expanded mto fuw-
cis, and somctimes 1penced into it
‘The most trequent daflicalty by wineh the autbors of
thesc petty compositions are disticssed, aises fiom the
perpetual demand of novelty ad change  The com-
pilet of a <ystemn of science lays his mvention at 1est,
and cuploys only s judgment, the faculty ercited
with less fatigne Even the iclator of termned adven-
twes, when once the pimayal characters are esta-
blished, and the gieat events 1cgulaily connected, finds
mcudents
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madente and eprsodes cosdmg upon lis mind | esery
AQunge opans new views, and the latta put of the
atory mons without Inbow ont ol the former But he
that attempts Lo cntetom his weader wath unconneeted
preees, finds the wheomencs ol s tash otho i
weased than Jorened by evay poducion — Jhe day
calls aiiesh npon Ium for a new topich, and e s npam
oblized to choose, without auy puncple to regnlata
tug chowe

Tt 16, mddeed, tiue: that thete 15 stldam any neeessity
of loohmg fr, or mguumng long fo1 & proper subjct
Tvay dsasty of mt or natwe, every pablich blcss
mg o crlanuty, every domestich pun o1 gatification,
ovary sally ot capuce, Dunder of absuzdity, ot stiatis
gem ot allcctation way sapply mattar to Jum whosa
only rule 13 to nvoud unitornty Bt st often beppeus,
that tho pudgmant 18 distiactcd with bonndlcss mult
phuty, the umagmation vanges from ong desym to
anothor, and the hows prss mparccpuibly nway, tll the
compostton cat bo no dongar dedayed, nnd nceesaty
enforees the use of tho ¢ thoughts which then happen
to be at hand  Jhe mnd, rooomg st dadnaance on
any tevms fiom paplesity and suspenso, apphies he
selt vigmongly to the warh bofne h, collcets an
holhshments aad llnstrations, nnd somctimes fshics,
with geaat elemmec and happimess, what w e stuto of
case and lepne she noyar had begun

It 15 not commanly obsaved, how niuch, even of
actions considered us paiiculaly subect to ¢holee, 1
to be attubuted to accdent, o rome canse ot of our
own powar, by whatever name at be distingnlshed
Lo dose tedions dehiberntions wath husty 1¢jolves, and

niter
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after long consultations with 1cacon to refer the ques-
tion to capiice, 1s by no means pecubar to the essay-
ist  Let hun that peruses tlus paper 1eview the
serics of lus Iife, and mquite how he was placed m his
present condition  ITe will find that, of the good or
ill which he has esparenced, a gieal pait came unex-
pected, without any visible gradations of app:oach, that
cevery cvent has been influenced by causes acting with-
ouat Ins itervention, and that whenever he pretended
to the presosative of foresight, he was mortified with
new convictien of the shortness of his views,

The busy, the ambitions, the mconstant, and the
adventwous, may be said to tinow themselves by de-
sign mto the aims of fortune, and voluntanly to quit
the powct of governing themsches; they engage m a
course of life m which hittle can be asceitamned by pre-
vious measmes, nm 1s 1t any wonder that then time
is past bctween clation and despondency, hope and
disappmntment.

Some there are who appear to walk the 10ad of life
with mote circurispection, and mahe no step till they
think themselves secuie fiom the hazard of a pea-
pice, when neither pleasuie nor piofit can tempt them
fiom the beaten path, who 1cfusc to climb Icst they
should fall, or to 1un lcst they should stunble, and
move slowly foward without any comphance with
those passions by which the heady and vchement are
seduced and betiayed :

Yot even the tunoious prudence of tlus judicious
class 1s far fiom exemptmng them- fiom the dominion
of chance, a subtle and msidious power, who will
intrude upon pivacy and embarrass caution Ne

' couise
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coutse of life 1s so prescribed and Jiumted, but that
many actions must result from abitrary election
Txery one must form the general plan of his conduct
by his own reflections, he must resolve whether he
will endetvour at riches or 1t content, whether he
will exercise private or publich virtues, whether he
will Tabour for the general benefit of manhind, or con
tract hus beneficence to Ins family ind dependants

This question has long exercred the schools of plt
losophy, but remans yet undecided, and what hope 15
there that a young mmn, untcquainted with the argu-
ments on erther side, should determme s own des
tiny otherwise than by chance?

W hen chance his gnen hun a partner of his bed,
whom he prefers to all other women, without any
proof of superiour de ett, chance must agan direct lum
m the education of bis children, for, who was ever
able to convince himself by arguments, that he bad
chosen for lus son that mode of mstruction to which
Iis understanding was best adapted or by which he
would most easily be made wise or virtuous?

Whoever <hall mquire by what motives he was de
terrmned on these unportant occasions, will find them
such as Ius pride will scarcely suffer him to confess
some sudden ardour of desire some uncertamn ghmpse
of advantage, some petty competition, some maccurate
conclusion, or some example tmpheitly reverenced
Such are often the first causes of our resolves, for it
18 necessary to act, but mmpossible to know the conse-
quences of action, or to discuss all the r asons which
offer themsclves on every part to mquisitiveness and
solicitude

Vor VI S Since
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Since hfe itself 1s unceitan, nothing which has hie
for 1ts basis can boast much stabihity  Yet this 1~ bat
a small pait of ow perplenity. We sct out on a tem-
pestuous <ca m quest of some poit, where ve eapeet
to hind 1est, but wheire we aie not sure ol admission |
we are not only - danger of smbing in the wey, but
of bemg nueled by meteors mistaken for <tars, of bemy
dinen from our cowmse by the chanzes of the wind,
and of losinz at by unshilful steerage, yot st sometimes
happens, that cross winds blow us to a safer coast,
that meteors diaw ns aside fiom whulpools, and that
negligence o1 citour conttibutes to our cecape from
mischiefs to which a direct courze would have e posed
us  Of those that, by preapitate conclustons, mvohe
themselves m calamities without guilt, very few, how-
ever they may 1eproacn themedves, can be ceitam
that other measures would hase been moie successtul

In this state of umiversal uncertamty, wheie a thou-
sand dangeis hover about us, and none can tdl whe-
ther the good that he puisues v not evil m disauise,
or whether the next step will lcad him to <atety o1 de-
struction, nothing can aflord any 1ational tranquallity,
but the conviction that, howerer we amuse ourselves
with unideal sounds, nothing m 1cahity 15 governed by
chance, but that the umverse 15 unda the peipetual
supermntendance of m who acated it, that om bemg
13w the hands of ommpotent goodness, by whom
what appeais casual to us, 15 dnected for ends ulu-
mately kind and merciful, and that notlung can finally

hurt him who dchais not huueelf fiom the dwvine
favour.

b
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Numn 185 Turspar, December 24, 1751

At vindicta bonum tita yucundius 1psa,

N empe koc anduct:

Chrysippus non dicst wdem nec mite Thaletis
Ingemum dulcique senex viciaus lymetto
Quz partem accepter seva wter vincla Crcute

Accusator: nollet dare Quippe minuts
Semper, § wfirms est anume evsgmque voluptas
Ulto Juv

But Q7 revenge 15 sweet

Thus thinh the crowd who eager to engage

Take quichly fire and Lindle mto rage

Not so mild Thales nor Chrisippus thought,

Nor that good man who draak the pois nous draught
With mind serene and could not wish to see

His vile accuser drink as deep as he

Exalted Socrates ! divinely brave!

Injurd he fell and dying be forgave

Too noble for revenze which still we find

The weakest frailty of a teeble mind Drypes

O witious dispositions of the mund more obstt
nately resst both the counsels of philosophy and
the mjunctions of religton, than those which are com
plicated with an opmion of digmty, and which we
cannot dismiss without leaving 1 the hands of oppo
sthon some adyntage mquitously obtaned or suffer
mg from ow own prejudices some mmputation of pu
sitlammty

Tor thus reason scarcely any law of our REDEEMER

1s more openly transgressed, or more mdustriously
52 evaded,
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Since life itself 15 unceitam, nothing which has hfe
for 1ts basis can boast much stability — Yet this 1s but
a small part ot our peipleaty  We set out on a tem-
pestuous sea m quest of some poit, where we expect
to find 1est, but wheie we are not suie of adimssion
we are not only m danger of smhing in the way, but
of bemg msled by meteors mistahen for <tms, of bemg
diven fiom ow cowmse by the changes of the wind,
and of losm 1t by unshilful steerage, yet it sometimes
happens, that cioss winds blow us to a safer coast,
that metcors diaw us aside from whulpools, and that
neghgence or cuiow contiibutes to our escape fiom
mischiefs to which a dnect course would bave evposed
us  Of those that, by precipitate conclusions, mvolve
themselves 1 calamities without guilt, very few, how-
ever they may 1epioach themsclves, can be certam
that other- measures would have been moie successful

In this state of umversal uncestamty, wheic a thou-
sand dangers hover about us, and none can tcdl whe-
ther the good that be puisues 1s not evil m disguisc,
or whether the next step will lead lum to safcty o1 de-
struction, nothmg can afford any 1ational trancquilhty,
but the conviction that, howeiver we amuse owselves
with unideal sounds, nothing m 1cality 15 governed by
chance, but that the unwveise 1s undar the peipetual
supenntendance of im who cieated 1t, that om bemg
13 m the hands of ommipotent goodness, by whom
what appears casual to us, 15 dnected for ends uli-
mately kind and merciful, and that nothing can finally

hurt him who debais not himself fiom the divine
favour.

1



N 183 TIIL RAMBLER 259

Nuvwurn 185 Turspar, December 24,1751

At vindicta bonum tita gucundius ipsa,
DNempe koc sndocts

Chrysippus non dicst dem, nec mite Thaletis
Ingemum dulcigue senew vicinus Hymetto
Qu: partem accepte sava wler tincla Cicute

Accusator: nollet dare Quippe mnuts
Semper § tafirms est anumt exgurque voluptas
Ulto Juwy

But O/ revenge 1s sweet

Thus think the crowd who eager to en_age

Take quickly fire and hindle into rage

Not so mild Tkales nor Chrisippus thought

Nor that good man who drack the pois nous draught
VWath mind serene and could not wish to sec

His vile accuser drink as deep as he

Exalted Socrates ! divinely brave!

Injurd he fell and dying he forgave

Too noble for reven,_e which still we find

The weakest frailty of a feeble mind Drypen

O witious dispositions of the mind more obst
nately resist both the counsels of philosophy and
the mjunctions of religion, than those which are com
pheated with an opimon of dignity, and which we
cannot dismiss wathout leaving i the hands of oppo
siion some advantage 1mquitously obtained or suffer
mg from our own prejudices some imputation of pu
sillammty
For this reason scarcely any law of our REDEEMER
15 more openly transgressed, or more ndustriously
52 evaded
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evaded, than that by which he commands Ins follow-
eis to forgive imjmies, and prolnbits, under the sanc-
tion of etcinal misery, the gratification of the desne
which cvery man feels to 1ctun pam upon him that
inflicts 1t Many who conld have conquered then
anger, aic unable to combat piide, and puisuc ofiences
to cxtiemity of vengeance, lest they should be msulted
by the triamph of an enciny

But certamnly no precept could better become hum,
at whose buth peace was proclamed fo the carth
For, what would so soon destioy all the oider of
socicty, and deform Iife with wviolence and 1avage,
as a permission to every onc to judge his own causce,
and to appoirtion lus own iccompense for unagmed
injutles” :

It 15 difficult for a man of the stiuctest justice not
to favour himsclf too much, in the calimest imoments
of sohtay meditation  Iivery one wishes for the dis-
tinctions for which thousands aie wisling at the same
time, m their own opmon, with better claims  Ile
that, when lus 1eason opeiates in its full foree, can
thus, by the meie pievalence of sclf- love, picier
himself to lus fellow-beimgs, 1s very unhhely to judge
equitably’when lis passions ame agitated by a <ense of
wrong, and his attention wholly engiossed by pam,
mterest, or danger  Whoever anogates to hunscly
the nght of vengeance, shows how httle he 1s qua-
Iified to decide lis own claims, since he ceitamly
demands what he would thmk unfit to be ganted
to another

Nothing 15 moie appaient than that, however m-
Jured, o1 however provolked, somc must at last be
contented to forgive. TFor it can never be hoped,

that
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that he who fiist comimts an mjurv, will contentedly
acquiesce m the penalty requugd  the satne haughtt
ness of contempt o1 vehemence of desire that prompts
the act of mjustice will more stiongly mate its justi-
ficaton  and 1esentsnent c1n never so exactly bilance
the ptmshment with the fault, but there will 1emamn
an ovurplus of vengeance, which even he who con-
demns hus fit t action will think himself entitled to re
taltite W het then can ensue but a continual exicer-
baton of hatred, w unestmguwishnble fead, an mnces
st reciprocation of mi chief 2 matoal wgilance to
enti1p, and eerncss to destioy

Smce then the imagmary vght of vengeance mu.t
be at hist remtted, Lecause 1t 15 unpossible to hive m
perpetual hostility, and equilly impossible that of two
encmics, ether should fi t think imself obhged by
Justtee to submission, 1t 15 surely ehgible to torgne
early  Tveary passon is moie casily subdued betore
1t has been long accustomed to possession of the heart,
every iden 15 obhiter wed witle less difficulty s 1t has
been more shightly smpresscd and Iess frequetly re-
newed  He who Dis often biooded over fis wrongs,
Pleased hunsddt with schemes of maligmty nd glutted
bis pride with the fincied supplications of humbled
comty will not casiby open lus bosom to wmty and
reconaiiation, o dulge the gentle s.ntiments of
benevolence and peice

It 15 ewiest to torgive, while there 15 yet hitle to be
forgnn A sm_lc mpury miy be soon dismussed from
the memory  but a long succession of 11l ofices by
degrees mssacttcs iteelf with every idea, a Jong con
test miolves so many crcumstances, that every plice

53 and
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and action wul recall st to the wind, and fro-horomaome
branee of venation st <l cobmdle vage ) awd -
tate revenge,

A wise man will mate hacte to foraive, e he
knows the true value of tune, and will not sufter ¢ to
pass away m unnccessary pan o Te that viangly
suffers the cortostons ot mviterate hateed, and gnves
up his days and nights to the gloow of malice, wd
perturbations of stratarom, cmant surddy beocmd o
consult his case. Resontment 15 an umon of ~oriow
with mahgnity, a combmation of a pas 1o which ajl
cndeasow to wvond, with a prssion which ol concar
to detest  ‘IThe man who rethes to meditate s bt
and to exasperate his o rage, whose thou bls wie
emploved only on means of disticss ad contivances
of 1umy, whose mmd novir puees from the romeni-
brance of his own sufvinarz-, but to indulee <ome
hope of enjoyme the calannties of anothar, may gustly
be numbered mnong the most nn-aable ot hunen
bemgs, among those who awc gulty without rewand,
who Lave neither the gladness of prospaity, not the
calm of wmrocence

Whoever considers the weakness both of himsdf
and others, will not long want paisnasines to fmane-
ncss.  We bnow not to what degree of maligmty any
mjury 1s to be wputed s or how much its guilt, 1f we
weie to mspect the mad of hun that committed 1,
would be estenuated by mistahe, precipitance, o1 neghs
gence; we cannot be certmin how much more we feel
than was mtended to be wmflicted, or how much we
increase the mischief to oursclves by voluntary aggia-
vations. We may charge to design the eftects of

accident ;
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acadent, we may thinh the blow violent only beeause
we have madc ourselves delicate and tender, we are
on every side i danger of errour and of guilt, which
we are certam to avoud only by speedy forgivenesss

Irom this pacifick and harmless temper, thus pro-
pthous to others apd ourselves, to domestich tranquil
lity and to social happmess no man 1s withheld but by
pride, by the fewr of bung msulted by his adversary,
a1 despreed by the world

It mny be lmd down as an unfuling and umversal
axiom that “all pude 1s abject and mean It 1s
alnays an ignorant, lazy, or cowardly acquiescence 1n
a filse appearance of cxeellence, and proceeds not
fiom consciou ness of our attainnents, hut msensibility
of our wants .

Notling can be great which 15 not night  Nothing
which reason condemns can be suitable to the digmty
of the hwnin mmd  Io be driven by external mo
tives from the path which our own heait approves, to
aive way to any thing bat conviction, to suffer the
opimon of others o rule our chorce, or overponer
our resolves 15 to submnit tamely to the lowest and
most 1mmomimous slwery, and to 1esign the nght of
dnccuing ous onn Ines

The utmost encellence at which humamity ean
arne, 15 1 constant and deternipate pursuit of virtue,
without 1efard to present dangers or advantage, a
rcontmu 1} refeience pf every achon to the divine will,
an babitud appeal to everlasting justice  and an un
vanied elavation of the ntellectual eye ta the reward
which per everance only can obtam  But that pride
which many, who presume to boast of geneyous senti-
ments, allow to 1egulate their measures, has nothing

>4 nobler
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nobler in view than the approbation of men, of
beings whose superiority we are under no oblization
to acknowlcdge, and vho, when we have courted
them with the utinost asmidinty, can conter no valuable
or permanent 1ewaid; of bungs who wenorantly judee
of what they do not under-tand, or paually datermine
what they never have examined, and whose <entence
is therefore of no weight tll st has 1ecened the ratifi-
cation of our own conscience

He that can descend to iibe suffraces hie these,
at the pitce of Ins mnocence, he that can sufier the
dehight of such acclamations to withhold Ins attention
from the conmands of the unneisal sovercizn, hus
little 1cason to congratnlate el upon the great-
ness of his mind, whenever he awales to seriousness
and 1eflection, he must become despicable m his oun
eyes, and shink with shame from the remembrance of
his cowardice and folly.

Of lim that hopes to be forgiven, it is indispensably
requued that he foraive It is therctore superfluous
to urge any other motive. On this great duty eterraty
is suspended ; and to lim that refuses to practise it,
the throne of mercy 15 maccessible, and the Savioun
of the woild has been boin m vam,
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Nuwe 186 SATURDAY, December 28, 1751

Pore me pigris ubr nulle camprs
Arbor @esty 1 recreatur Aurd——
Dulce radentem Lalagen amnabo
Du’ce loquentem Hox

Place me where never summer breeze

Unbinds the glebe or wirms the trees

W liere ever lowermn,, clouds apper

And angry Juve detorms th inclement year

Love and the nvmph sball charm my toils

The nympl whe sweetly peaks and sweetly smiles
Francrs

T' the happiness and misery of our present state,
part anises from our sensations, and part from
our opmions , part 15 distributed by nature, and part
15 10 a great measure apportioned by oorselves  Posi-
tive pleasuie we cannot ~lways obtun, and positive
pun %e often cannot remove  No man can gwe to
Iis own plantations the fragrance of the Indian groves ,
not will any precepts of philosophy enable im to
withdraw his attention from wounds or diseases  But
the negative mfehaty which proceeds, not from the
pre suie of sufferings, but the absence of enjoyments,
will always yield to the remedies of reason
One of the great arts of escaping superfluous un
casmess, 15 to free our minds from the habit of com
paring
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paring our condition with that of otheis on whom the
blessings of hfe are more bountfully bestowed, or with
imagmary states of dehght and sccurity, prriaps
unattamable by mortals  Few are placed i a sitna-
tion so gloomy and di~tiessful, as not to see cLery
day bemg. yet moie forlomm and miscrable, fiom
whom they may lean to 1ejoice n ther own Jot

No incomvenienee 15 65 supcrable by art or dili-
aence than the ndlemency of chmatrs, and  there-
fore nonc aflords more proper Greree fo thas phalo-
sophical abstiaction. A natwe of Lurlund, pinched
with the hosts of Decomber, wav lessen his af-
fecetion for his own county by sulicing his imagi-
nation to wander w the vales of Afua, and sport
among the woods that aie always siecn, and strcams
that always muimw, but af he twmns s thoushts
towards the polar 1egions, and considers the nations
to whom a gicat portion of the year 15 dathness,
and who we condemned to pass weehs and months
amidst mountams of snow, he will soon recover s
tianquilhty, and, wlile he stus Ins fire, o1 thiows
his cloak about him, reflect how much he owes to
Prowvidence, that he 15 not placed m Greenland or
Stber e,

The Dbaienness of the earth and the seveuty of
the shies m these dieary countries, are such as might
be expected to confine the mind wholly to the con-
templation ot necessity and distiess, so that the
caie of escapmng death fiom cold and hunger, should
leave no 100m for those passions which, m lands
of plenty, wfluence conduct, o diversify chavacters,
the summer should be spent only m providing for

the
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the winter, and the winter n longing for the sum
mer

Yet learned curiosity 1s hnown to have found its
way nto these abodes of poverty and gloom  Lapland
and Jceland have their Instorians, thetr criticks, and
therr poets, and love, that evtends lis dommion
wherever humanity can be found, perhaps exerts the
<ame power 1 the Grecnlander s hut as n the palaces
of easturn monarchs

In anc of the large cwes to which the famihes of
G cenland retre togethr, to pass the cold months,
and which may be termed their villages or citics, a
youth and mud, who came fiom diflercnt parts of the
country, were so much distingmshed for therr Yeauty,
that they were called by the rest of the mbabitants
Anmngmt and djut, fiom a supposed resemblance to
their ancestors of the same names, who had bLeen
transformed of old mto the sun and moon

Anmngait for some tune heard the prases of Jjut
with little emotion, but at last, by fiequent mter-
viens, became sensible of her charms, and first made
a discovery of his affection, by invitmg her with her
parents to a feast, where be placed before fjut the
tul of a whale 4wt seemed not much delishted by
this gallantry, yjet, however, from that tine, was
observed rarely to appear, but in a vest made of the
shin of a winte deer, she used fiequently to renew the
Llach die upon her hands and forchead, to adorn hev
slceu:éI with coral and shells, and to braxd her har
with great ex wctness

The clegance of her dress, and the judicious dis
po 1tton of her ornaments, had such an effect upon

Anmnome
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Anningait, that he could no longer be restrained fiom
a declaration of lis love. He theiefore composed a
poem 1m her praise, mn which, among other heioick
and tcader sentiments, he piotested, that * She was
“ beautiful as the veinal willow, and fiagiant as
thyme upon the mountamns, that her fingaris were
white as the teeth of the morse, and ha smule grate-
ful as the dissolution of the 1ce, that he would pur-
sue her, though she should pass the srows of the
midland chifts, o1 seek sheltc: m the caves of the
eastein cannibals, that he would tear her from the
embiaces of the gemus of the iocks, snatch her
from the paws of dmarock, and rescue her fiom
the 1avine of Hafgufa” He concluded with a
wish, that ‘ whoever shall attcmpt to hinder his
“ umon with yuz, might be buiied without his how,
“ and that, m the land of souls, lis skull might se1ve
“ for no other use than to catch the droppmgs of the
“ starry lamps.”

This ode bemg universally applauded, 1t was ex-
pected that Ajut would soon yicld to such fervourand
accomplishments ; but 4juz, with the natural haughti-
ness of beauty, expected all the foims of cowtship,
and, before she would confess herself conquered, the
sun returned, the ice bioke, and the season of labou:
called all to thewr employments.

Amungat and Ajut tor a time always went out in
the same boat, and divided whatever was caught.
Anmmgat, m the sight of lus mistress, lost no oppoi-
tumty of signaliziag his courage, he attacked the
sea-hoises on the ice, puisued the seals mto the
water, and leaped upon the back of the whale, while

he
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he was yet strugglng with the remamns of 1fe Nor
was Ius diligence less to accumulate all that could be
necessary to mahe wmtel comfortable, he dired the
roe of fiches and the flesh of seals, he entrapped deer
and foves, and dressed then shins to adomn lus bude,
he feasted her with eggs from the rocl <, and stiewed
her tent with flowcers
Tt happened that t tempest diove the fish to a distant
part of the cost, belore dnmngart had completed Ins
store, he therefore entre ted Ajut, that she would at
Jast grant lum her hand, and accompany lum to that
part of the country whither he w ts now summoned by
necessity  Ayut thought hun not yet entitled to such
condescenston, but proposed, as 2 tual of his con-
stancy, that he should return at the end of sun mer to
the cavern where their acquamtance commenced, and
there expect the reward of Ius assiduties O sr-
“ gin beautiful 1< the sun shining on the water, con
“ sider,” sud Awmngart, ** what thou hnst 1equued
* Iow casily may my retmn be precluded by - sud
“ den frost or unevpected fogs, then must the mght
be past without my Ayt We live not, my far,
n those fabled countries, winch lymg strangers so
wantonly describe, whete the whole yeur 1 divided
mto short days wnd nights  where the sune haby
tation serves for summe: and winter  where they
raise houscs n rous above the ground, dwell to
gether from year to year, with flocls of tame
ammals grazing 1 the fields about them, can truvel
at any tme fiom one place to another, through
ways closed with trees, or over walls 1ascd upon
the 1pland waters, and direct ther course thiough
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wide countries by the <ight of green hills or ccattered
buildings.  Iven m summer, we have no means of
cossmg the mountuins, whose snows are nesver
dissolved, nor can remove to any distant 1e~idence,
but m ow boats coasting the bavs.  Concder,
Ayut 5 afew summer-days, and afow vintor-nights,
and the hife of man 15 at an end Night is the time
of ease and festivity, of 1evels and gayety , hut what
will be the flamme lamp, the dehictons seal, o1 the
soft o1l, without the snule of Afjut?” .

The eloquence of Ammngart was vain;  the mad

continued mexorable, and they parted with avdent
promises to meet again before the might of winter
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Nusmp 187 Tuispay, December 31, 1751

Don tllum rostrs possunt mutare labores

Non 52 frigoi thus medus Hebrumque bibamus

Sithomasqr e mives hiemis subcamus aquose

Omnia vincst amor Vivoro

Tove alters not for us hus harl de rees

Not'tho beneath the T/ racian clime we freeze
Or the mild bliss of temperate kies forega
And 1r mid winter trexd S oman snow
Love conguers all —— Dryipex

NNINGAIT, howcver di composed by the
dilatory coyness of Az, was yet resohed to
omt no tokens of amorous rcspect, and therefore
presented her at lus departure with the shins of ceven
white fawny, of five swans and ¢leven se s, with three
marble Jamps, ten vessels of scal ol, and a large
Lettle of biass, which he had purchised from a ship,
at the price of half a whale, and two horns of sea-
umcorns

Ayut was so much affected by the fondness of her
lover, or so much overpowered by s magmficence,
that she followed him to the sea side, and, when she
saw lim enter the boat wished aloud, that he mght
return with plenty of shins and oil, that neither the
mermaids might snatch him to the deeps, nor the

spirits of the rochs confine hun 1n then caverns
She tood a whie to gaze upon the departing
vessel, and then returning to her hut, silent anJ de
Jeuted,
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jected, laid aside, fiom that hour. her white deer
shin, suffered her han to spicad unbiatded on her
shoulders, and forboie to min n the dances of the
maidens,  She endeavomed to dieit ha thoughts,
by continual apphcation to femmme cnployments,
gathered moss for the wimter lamps, and died grass
to Iine the boots of dwmmngat.  Or the shins which
he had bestowed upon her, she made a fishing-
coat, a small hoat, and tent, all of exquisite manu-
factme; and wiile she was thus bneed, solaced
her labows with a song, n which <he prayed,
“ that her lover nught have hands <tronger than the
“ paws of the bear, and feet swsfter thau the feet of
“ the 1em-deer, that lis dart mght never ey
“ and that Ins boat mught never leah, that he
“ might never stumble on the ice, nor fant in the
“ water; that the secal nmght rush on Ins harpoon,
and the wounded whale might dash the wases m
“ vam”

The laige boats in which the 7y cenlander s trans-
port their famihies, are always 1owed by wowen,
for @« man will not debase lamself by work, which
requies netther shill nor comage  dmungat was
therefore exposed by idleness to the 1avages of pas-
sion e went thuce to the stein of the boat, with
an intent to leap mto the water, and swim back
to Ius mustress, but, 1ecollecting the misery which
they must endme m the winter, without o1l for the
lamp, or shms foi the bed, he icsolicd to em-
ploy the wechs of abscnce m provisien for a mght
of plenty and feheity  Iic then composed s emo-
tions as he could, and eapicssed m wild numbers
and-uncouth images, lus hopes, lus soiiows, and Ins

' 11 fears.

144



N8y TH{L RANMBILR 273

fears ¢ O lfe!’ syys he, ¢ frul and uncertam !
« where shall wretehed man find thy resemblance
** but m 1ce floating on the ocean It towers on lngh,
it sparhles from afir, wmle the storms drne and
the waters beatat, the sun melts it above, and the
rochs shatter 1t belon  What art thou, decertful
plewsure! but o .udden bhwze streamung from the
north, winch plays a moment on the eye, mocks
the traseller with the hopes of hight, and then
vanshes for ever  What, lov, art tnou but a
whirlpool, which we approach without hnowledge
of our dangcr, drwn on by mnpereeptible degrees,
till we have Jost all powcr of resistance and escape
Tal I fixed my eves on the graces of Ayut, while I
hud not yet called her to the banquet, I was care
less as the sleeping, morse, I was morry as the
singers i the stars Wi, Aput, did T goze upon
thy araces » why, my fr did T call thee to the
banquet? Yet, be futhful, my love, remember
Inungat, and mect my return with the snmle of
virmmty I will chace the deer, T will subdue the
whale, resstless ns the frost of durkbness, and un
wearied as the summer sun Inafin wechs 1
shall return prosperaus and wealthy , then shall the
roefish and the porpoise feast thy hndred , the fox
and bare shall cover thy couch, the tough hide of
the scal shall shelter thee from cold, and the fat
of the whale tluminate thy dwelling
Amungait having with the e entuments consoled his
gnef, and ammated Ins industry, found that they had
now coasted the headlnd, and saw the whales spous-
mg at a distance  He therefore placed himself i his
fishing boat, called his associates to their several eme
Vor. VI T ployments,
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ployments, phied lis oar and haipoon with incredible
comage and dexteity, and, by diiding lis time
between the chace and fishery, suspended the museres
of absence and suspicion,
fpet, m the mcan tune, notwithstanding her neg-
lccted diess, happenced, as she was diying seme shins
m the sun, to catch the eye of Norngsuk, on lis 1e-
twn fiom huntmg ~ Norngsul was of buth tiuly il
lustitous  His mother had died m child-buth, and
his father, the most expeit fisher of Grecnlaid, had
pershed by too close pusuit of the whale  Ilis dig-
nity was equalled by Ins 11ches, he was master of four
men’s and two women's boats, had nmety tubs of oil
mm his witer habitation, and five and twentv seals
buried n the snow azamst the scason of daihness
When he saw the beauty of Ajut, he mumedately
thiew over her the sk of a deer that he had taken,
and soon after presented her with a bianch of coral
Ayt 1efused Ins @ifts, and deteimmed to admit no
lover m the place of dnnmngart
Dorngsuh, thus 1cjected, had 1ecomse to stratagem
e knew that 4ju¢ would consvlt an sngelioh, or
diviner, conceinmng the fate of her lover, and the
fehieity of her future ife. He theiefore apphed bun-
self to the most cclelnated Angehhoh of that pat of
the colmtiy, and, by a piesent of two seals and a
marble kettle, obtamed a pronnsc that when et
should consult hnn, he would declaie that ha lover
was 1 the land of souls. s, m a shoit ture,
brought him a coat make by heiself, and mquued
what events were to befal hei, with assmances of a
much largei 1eward at the retmn of dmungat, 1f the
- prediction should flatter her desnes. The dngelhok
6 kuew
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knew the way to riches nnd foretold that dnmngart,
having: 1lready caught two whiles, wonld soon return
home with a large bo1t Inden with provisions

This prognos icrtion'she was otdered to }eep sceret
and Noypgsul  deponding upon Ins artifice, 1enewed
Iis addsesses with greater confidence, bt findingilns
suit still unsuccessful, applicd himsclf to her parents
wath gifts and promses.  The wealth of Giecnfand 14
too poneiful for the vrtue of a Greenfander, they
forgot the ment and the mesents of Auwmngar, wd
decreed Ayut to the embraces of Noragsul  She
entreated, she remonstrited, <he wept, and rued,
but findmg nches wresistible, fled avay mto the up-
Iands, and Ined 1 a cave upon such berres as she
could gather, and the brds or hares whuch she had
the foitune to ensnare, taking care at un hour when
she was not likely to be found, to view the sen every
day, that her lover tght no muss hex at his return

At lst <be saw the great.bot i which Awningant
had departed stealing slow and he wy laden long the
coast  She rn with all the mpatence of aftection to
catch her lover m her arms  and relate her constancy
and suflermgs ~ When the company reached the land,
they nformed her, that Inmngat, After the fi i<hery
w1s ended, boing unable to support the slow passage
of the vesscl of caniinge, had sct out before themy m
Jus fishing boat, and they expected at then armval to
have found lnm on shoie

Ajut, distiacted t this mtelligence, was about to
flv mto the Iulls, without Loowing why, though she
was now 1n the hands of her parents, who forced her
bach to their own hut, and endevvoured to comfort
her, but when at last they retired 1o Test, Aput wenp

T2 down
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down to the beach ; wheie, finding a fishing-boat, she
entered it without hesitation, and telling those who
wondeied at her 1ashness, that she was gong n search
of Anmingait, rowed away with gicat swiftness, and
was seen 1o more.

The fate of these lovers gave occasion to various
fictions and conjectuies. Somec are of opinion, that
they were changed nto stars; others imagmc, that
Anmngait was seized 1n Ins passage by the genmus of
the rocks, and that 4juf was transformed into a mer-
maid, and still continucs to seek her lover in the
deseits of the sea  But the general persuasion 15, that
they are both 1n that part of the land of souls wheie
the sun never sets, where o1l 1s always fiesh, and pro-
visions always warm. The virgins sometimes throw
a thimble and a needle nto the bay, fiom which the
hapless maid departed; and when a Greenlander
would praise any couple for virtuous affection, he de-
clares that they love like dunmngait and Ajut.
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Nump 188 SATURDAY, January 4, 1752

St te colo Sexte, non amabo Mart

The more I honour thee, the less I Jove

ONL of the desires dictated by vamity 1s more
gencral, or less blamable, than that of bemg dis-
tinguished for the atts of conversation  Other accom
plishments may be possessed without opportumty of
exerting them, or wanted without danger that the de
fect can often be remarhed, but as no man can live,
otherwise than m n bernutage, awithout bourly plea
sure or vexation, from the fondness or neglect of those
about him, the faculty of giving pleasuie s of continual
use. Tew are more frequently envied than those who
hwe the poner of forcmng attention wherever they
come, whose entrance 15 considered as a promise of
feliuty, and whose departore 1s lamented, lihe the
1ecess of the sun from northern chimates, as a privation
of all that enhisens fancy, or mspints gayety

It 15 apparent, that to cscellence i this valuable
art, some pecubiar qualifications are necessary, for
every anes cipeitence will mform hmm, that the
pleasure which men are able to give m conversation,
holds no stated propoition to therr knowledge or
therr vitue  Many find therr way to the tables and
the partics of those who never consider them as of
the least importance m any other place, we have all,
at one tume or other, been content to love those
T3 whom
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whem we conld not esteem, and been persuaded to
tiy the dangerous experiment of adimtling Inm for a
companion, whom we Lnew}t\) be too 1 holant for a
counsellor, and oo ticacherous for a firend

I question whetl er some abatement of character 1s
not necessary to gencial acceptance  Iew spend then
time with much satisfaction under the ¢ye of uncon-
testable supciiority, and theicfore, among tho-c who-e
presence 1s coutted at ascmbhies ot jol ny, thee are
seldom found men ennnently distimguished fo1 powers
or acquisitions The wit whose vivacity condernns
slower tongucs to silence, the scholar whose hnowledge
allows no man to fancy that he wstiucts him, the
cutick who suflers no fallacy to pass undetected, and
the 1easoner who condemns the 1dle to thought, and
the neghgent to attention, are genaially praised and
feared, 1everenced and avoided

Iie that would please must rately aun at such cx-
celleace as depiesscs hus hearers m their own opmion,
or debais them fiom the hope of contitbuting 1ecipro-
cally to the entcitamment of the company Maiu-
ment, extorted by sallies of 1magmation, spiightliness
of 1emark, o1 quickuess of reply, 1s too often what
the Latms call, the Swm dunan Laughter, a distoition
of the face without gladaess of heart

For this 1cason, no style ot convaisation 1s more
extensively acceptable than the namative He who
has stored lus memory with shght anecdotes, private
mcidents, and peisonal peculianitics, seldom fails to
find s audience favourable  Almost every man
listens with eageiness to contempoiary history, for
alinost every man has some i1eal o1 upnagmay con-

ncslon
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nevon with a celebrited character, some de ue to
advance or oppose 4 using nime ! Vamty often co-
operates with curiosity  He that 15 1 hearer 1 one
place, quabifies Inmself to become a speaker n ano
ther, for though he cannot comprehend a serres of
argument o1 transport the volatile spint of wit,
without cvaporation, he yet thinls himsclf <ble to
ticasure up the vauous meidents of a story and
pleascs his hopes with the mformation which he shall
give to some mferior souety

Nairatives ae for the most past heard without
cavy, because they are hot supposed to mmply any
mtellectual qualities above the common rate To
be acqu.mted with facts not yet echoed by plebeian
mouths, may happen to ene man as well 1s to ano
ther, and to rclate them when thev are known, has
mn apperance .o little difficulty, that every one con
cludes himself equal to the tsk

But 1t 15 not ca y, and 1n some situations of hife
not posstble, to accumulate such a stoch of matenals
as muy .appat the evpense of continul narration,
and 1t ficquently happens  that they who attempt
this method of mglatiating themselves, pletse only
at the first mtersien  and for want of new supples
of wmtellizence, wen out thewr stones by continunl
1cpetition

Ihere would be therefore httle hope of obtaining
the pruse of a good compamon, were 1t not to be
gamed by more compendious methods, but such 1
the lmdness of manhind to Wl, except those who
nspire to real ment and rationad digmity, that every
understandingy mav find some way to esutc benevo

T 4 lence,
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lence, and whoever 1s not envied may learn the a1t of
procuimg love. * We are willing to he pleascd, but arc
not willing to admirc e favour the nurth or offi-
ciousnes that solicits our regaid, but opposc the worth
or spirtt that enfoices it

The first place among those that please, because
they desne only to please, 15 duc to the mer ry fellow,
whose laugh 1s loud, and whosc voicc 15 sirong;
who 15 1eady to echo cvery jest with obstreperous
appiobation, and countenance every frolick with vo-
ciferations of applause It 1s not necessary to a meny
fellow to have m Inmsclf any fund of joculanty, or
force of conception, 1t s sufficient that he always
appears m the highest exaltation of gladness, for the
greater pait of mankind aie gay o1 senous by mfec-
tion, and follow without resistance the attiaction of
example.

Next to the meny fellow 15 the good-natuied man,
a bemg geneially without benevolence, or any other
viitue, than such as indolence and msensibiity con-
fer. The charactenistick of a good-natured man 1s
to bear a joke, to sit unmoved and unaffected
amidst nowse and twbulence, profaneness and obsce-
mty, to hear ciey tale without contradiction, to
enduwre msult without 1eply, and to follow the stream
of folly, whatever cowse 1t shall happen to take.
The good-natmied man 1s commoaly the dalng of
the thty wits, with whom they exercise themselves
m the rudiments of 1alle y; for he never takes
advantage of failings, nor disconceits a puny satnist
with unexpected saicasms, but while the glass con-
finues to ciiculate, contentedly bears the expense of

uninter-
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umnterrupted laughter, ard retires rejorcing at his
own 1mportince

The modest man 15 a compamon of a yet lower
rank, whosc only power of grning pleasure 15 not to
mterrupt 1t.  The modest man satisfics himself with
peaceful silence, which all his compamons are candid
enough to consider as proceeding not from mabibity to
speak, but willingness to hear

Many, without bemg able to attmn any gencral cha-
racter of excellence, have some single art of entertain-
ment which serves them as a passport through the
world  One I have known for fifteen years the darl-
mg of a weekly club, beeause every mght, precisely at
eleven, he begins s favounte song and dunng the
vocal performance, by corresponding motions of his
hand, chalks out a giant upon the wall  Another has
endeared himself to a long succession of acquamtances
by sitting among them with lus wig reversed, another
by contriving to smut the nose of any stranger who
was to be mitiited m the club, another by purring like
a cat, and then pretending to be frighted , and another
by yelping like a hound, and calling to the drawers to
drive out the dog

Such are the arts by winch cheerfulness 15 pro-
moted, and sometimes friendship established, arts,
which those who déspise them should not ngorously
blame evcept when they are practised at the expense
of mnocence  for 1t 15 always necessary to be loved,
but not always necessary to be reverenced
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Nums. 180, Tuvrspay, Jaauary 7, 1752.

Quod tam grande cophos clamat tiby twrba togata,
Non tu, Pompon, cana disata tu et Manr

Resounding plaudits the’ the crov d have rung,
Thy tieat 1s cloguvent, and not thy tongue I Liwis

Py HE world scaicely affords opportumties of mal.-
ng any observation mote fiequently, than on falsc
claims to commendation  Almost cvery man wastes
pait of us hife m attempts to display quahties which
he does not possess, and to gam applause which he
cannot keep, so that scaicely can two persons casvally
meet, but onc 15 ofiended o1 diverted by the osten-

tation of the othei
Of these pictenders 1t 1s fit to distinguish those who
endcavowm to deccive fiom them who are decenved;
those who by designed mnpostiies promote then m-
terest, o1 giatify then pride, from them who mean
only to foice mio regard their latent excellencies and
neglected vitues, who believe themselves qualified to
instiuct or please, and therefoic mvite the notice of

mankind

The ariful and fiaudulent usurpers of distiaction
deserve greater severities than 1idicule and contempt,
since they ave scldom content with cwpty prawse, but
are mstigated by passions more pernicious than vanity.
They consider the 1cputation which they endeasour
to establish as necessuy to the accomplishment of
some
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some subscquent design, and value piv e only as 1t
may conduce to the success of avarce or ambt
tion

The commerenl world 1s sery frequently put 1nto
confuston by the banhiuptey of merchants, that as-
sumed the splendour of wealth only to obtun the
phivilege of trading with the stocl ot other men, and
of contiwcting debts which nothins but lucky casunlties
could cnable them to py  till aiter having supported
their appewrniee 1 whnle by tumultuous magmhceence
of boundless trithch they sml 1t once, ind drag, down
mte poveity tho ¢ whom then equipages had 1nduced
to trust them

Among wietches that plice then happiness m the
favour of the gieat, ot bemngs whom only hih tithes
or lar e estates sct above themselves nothing 1s more
common than to bor t of confidence which they do
not chjoy, to sell proimses which they know thewr
mterest unable to paform, and to ramburse the tri-
bute v hich they p iy to an imperious maste, from the
contitbutions of mewer dependmts whom they can
amusc with tales of then influence, and hopes of thar
solicitation

Iven nnong some too thoughtless and voltile for
avee or ambition may be found a species of filse-
hood more dctestible than the levee o1 exchnge can
show  There are men that boast of debiucheues, of
whi b they never bad address to be guilty, 10m, by
lewd tales the charicters of women to whom they are
scucely koown, o1 by wlom they have bren rejected ,
destioy 1n a diunken fiolich, the happiness or famn
lies, blast the bloon of beautv, and intercept the
revard of vitue

\ Other
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Other aitifices of falsehood, though utteily unwor-
thy of an ngenuous mind, arc not yet to be 1anked
with flagitious enormities, nor 1s 1t nccessary to incite
sangunaly justice. agamst them, since they may be
adequately pumshed by detection and laughter. The
tiaveller who desciibes cities which he has never seen;
the squire who, at lus 1ctuin from London, tells of his
intimacy with nobles to whom he has only bowed in
the paik or coffee-house, the author who entertamns
his admmers with stoiies of the assistance which le
gives to wits of a lugher rank, the city dame whe
talks of her visits at gieat houscs, wheie she hap-
pens to know the cook-maid, aie surely such haimless
animals as truth héiself may be content to despise
without desiring to hurt them .

But of the multitudes who struggle in vain for dis-
tinction, and display then own meuits only to feel more
acutely the sting of ncglect, a great pait are wholly
innocent of deceit, and are betrayed, by mfatuation
and ciedubity, to that scoin with which the umveisal
love of praise mncites us all to diive feeble competitors
out of our way

I'ew men survey themselves with so much severity,
as not to admit prejudices in their own favour, which
an artful flatterer may giadually strengthen, till wishes
for a paiticular qualification aie impioved to hopes of
attainment, and hopes of attamment to belief of pos-
sesston  Such flatterers every one will find, who has
power to reward their assiduities. Wherever there 1s
wealth there will be dependance and expectation, and
wherever there 15 dependance, there will be an emu-
lation of servility, ’

Many
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Many of the follies wluch prov oke general censure,
aro the cffects of such vamty as however st might
have wantoned 1n the imagim o, would scarcely have
dared the publich eye, Ind it not been amimated and
emboldened by flattery  Whatever defhiealty there
may be m the hnowledge of our elves scarccdy any
one fuls to suspect Ins onn mmperfections, ull he 15
clevated by others to confidence V¢ are almost all
naturally modest and tunorous, but fuur and shame
arc uneasy scnsations, and whosoeser helps to remove
them 1s recenved with Fiodness

Twrprenda was the haress of 2 large estate, and
having lost her mother i ha mfnes, was committed
to 1 goserness, whom smsfortunes had reduced to
suppleness and humulity  The fondness of Jusficula s
father would not suficr lum to tiuct her at a publicd
school, but he ired domcestich teachers, and bestowed
on her all the accomphshnents that wealth could
purchase. But how many things arc nece <y to hap-
piness which money cannot obtwin?  Thus <ccluded
from all with whom she m_ht conver ¢ on terms of
equality, she heard none of those ntimations of her
defects, which emvy, putulance, or anger, produce
among clildren, where they are not afrmd of tlling
what they think

Turpruls saw nothing but obscquiousness, and
beard nothing bnt commendations None arc so
little acquainted with the heart, as not to hnow that
woman s first wish 15 to be handsome, and that con
<equently the readiest method of obtamng her hind
ness 15 to praise her beauty L pecwla had a dis
torted shape and a darh complexion, yet, when the
ampudence of adulation had ventured to tell her of the

commanding
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commanding digmty of her motion, and the soft en-
chantment of her smile, she was casily convinecd, that
she was the delight o1 toiment of every eye, and that
all who gazed upon her felt the fiie of envy or love:
She theieforc neglected the cultme of an under-
standing which might have supplied the defects of ha
form, and applied all her caie to the decoration of her
person, for she considered that mose could judge of
beauty than of wit, and was, like the 1est of human
beings, 1 haste to be adunred  The desue of con-
quest naturally led her to the lists 1 winch beauty sig-
nalizes her power She ghttered at court, fluttered
in the park, and talked aloud in the fiont-hox, but,
after a thousand expeuments of her charms, was at
last convinced that she had been flattered, and that her
glass was honester than her maid ~
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AMONG the ermrs and visiers, the sons of valour
and of wisdon, tl!nt stand at the coiners of the
Indian throne, to assist the ccunsids or conduct the
wars of the postenty of Tumur, the first place was
long held by Worad the son of IHanuth Ao ad,
Immg uxgnahzcd lumselt m many battles and sigges,
was rwuded with the government of 1 province,
from wlich the fame of lus wisdom and modeition
was wafted to the punacles of Agie, by the prwer.
of those whow his admmustration made happy  The
empcror ealled um mto Ins presence and gug, mto
his hand the heys of niches and the sabre of com-
mand The voice of Alorad was heud from the
chffs of Twwus to the Indir ocew every ton_ue
faltered m Iis presence, wd every eye was jcast
down before hin .-
Borad hwed many years wm prospenty  every day
mereased s wealth, and estended hi- mfluence
Lhe snges repeated his masims, the captuns of thoua

. sands
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sands waited his commands. Competition withdrew
into the cavein of envy, and discontent tiembled at
her own murmws. But human gicatness 1s short
and tiansitory, as the odour of mcense m the fire.
The sun grew weary of gilding the palaces of A/orad,
the clouds of sorrow gathered round his head, and the
tempest of hatred roared about his dwellng,

Morad saw 1uin -hasuly approaching The first
that forsook him were lus poets, their example was
followed by all those whom he had 1ewarded for con-
tributing to his pleasures, and only a few, whose vutue
had entitled them to favour, wcre now to be seen m
his hall or chambers He felt his danger, and pros-
trated lumself at the foot of the throne  His accusers
were confident and loud, his friends stood contented
with fri;d neutrality, and the voice of truth was over-
born by clamour. He was divested of his power,
deprived of s acqusitions, and condemned to pass
the rest of his life on his hereditary estate

Morad had been so long accustomed to crowds
and business, supplicants, and flattery, that he knew
not how to fill up lis hows 1 solitude, he saw with
regret the sun rise to foice on his eye a new day for
which he had no use; and envied the savage that wan-
ders m the deseit, because he has no time vacant from
the calls of nature, but 1s always chasing his prey, or
sleeping 1n his den, *

His discontent m time vitiated lus constitution,
and a slow disease seized upon lim. He 1efused
physick, neglected exeicise, and lay down on his
couch peevish and 1estless, 1ather afraid to die than
desirous to live. Iis domesticks, for a time, re-

doubled

A
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doubled their assidutties, but finding that no officious-
ness could sooth, nor exactness satsfy, they soon gave
way to neghgence and sloth, and he that once com-
manded nations, often langmshed i ns chamber with
out an attendant.

In this melancholy state, he commanded messengers
to recall lus cldest son Abowzaid from the army
Abouzard was alarmed at the account of his father s
sichness, and hasted by long journeys to lus place of
residence  Aforad was yet Inmg, and felt his strength
return at the embraces of his son, then commanding
him to sit down at lus bed side, * Abouzad, snys he,
“ thy father has no more to hope or fear from the m
“ hahitants of the earth, the cold hand of the ngel of
“ death 1s now upon lim, and the voracious grave 1s
“ howlng for his prey  Hear, therefore, the precepts
‘“ of ancient expetience, let not my last mstructions
“ 1ssue forth m vam  Thou hast seen me happy and
“ calamitous, thou hnst beheld my exaltation and my
“fall My power 1 in the hands of my enemucs,
“ my treasures have rewarded my accusers, but my
“ mhenitance the clemency of the emperor has spared,
“and my wisdom us anger could not take away
¢ Cast thie eyes round thee whatever thou beholdest
‘“will, m a few bours, be thine, apply thme ear to my
“ dictates, and these possessions will promote thy
“happness  Asprre not to publich honours, enter
“mnot the palaces of higs, thy wealth will set thee
“ above msult, let thy moderation heep thee below
“envy  Content thysc'f with private ciguity, diffuse
“ thy 1ches among thy fnends let every day evtend
“ thy beneficence, and suffer not thy heart to be at

Yo VL U * rest
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“rest till thou art loved by all to whom thou ait
“known In the height of my power, T smd to
¢« defamation, Who will hear thee? and to arbifice,
“ What canst thou peirform® DBut, my son, despise
“ not thou the mahce of the weakest, 1emember that
“ venom supplics the want of sticngth, and that the
“ hon may perish by the punctwie of an asp
Morad expired m a few hows  Lfbowzad, after the
months of mouining, determined to regulate his con-
duct by his father’s piecepts, and cultivate the love of
manhind by every ait of hindness and endearment
He wiscly considered, that domestick happiness was
first to Le secuted, and that none have so much power
of doing good or huit, as those who aic piesent in
the hour of neghgence, hear the buists of thoughtless
merment, and observe the stmits of unguarded pas-
sion e thercfore augmented the pay of all Iis at-
tendants, and 1equited cvery exeition of uncomimon
diligence by supeinumerary gratuitics.  While he con-
gratulated imself upon the fidehty and affection of
lus family, he was m the mght alatined with robbers,
who, bemng pursued and tahen, declared that they had
been admutted by one of the servants, the seivant
immediately confessed, that he unbaried the door,
because another not moie worthy of confidence was
entiusted with the keys
Abouzad was thus convinced that a dependant
could not casily be made a filend, and that winle
many weie soliciting for the first rank of favour, all
those would be alienated whom he disappomted. He
therefore 1esolved to associate with a few equal com-
pamons selected fiom among the chief men of the
proyince.
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prosince  With these he lned happily for a time,
till famihianty sct them free from restraint, and esery
man thought hunself ot hiberty to dulge Ins own
capnice and advance Ins own opmons  Ihey then
disturbed ench other with contrancty of inclinations,
and dificrence of sentinents and Abou. wl wns ne-
cesstated 1o oflend one party by concursence, or both
by mdiffirence
He afternards detenmined to avod 1 close umion
with bemngs <o discordant i thur nuture and to dif-
fuse lnm clf m a larger ewrcle  He practs ed the snule
of umseral courtesy, and nvited all to Ins table,
but admitted nont to huis reticuments  Many who
had been rejected m dns choice of {riend up, now
refused to aceept lus ncquamtance,, and of tho ¢ wham
plenty and magmficence drew to lus tible, every one
pressed formard  toward mtunaey, theu it himself
overlooked 1 the crowd, and munnured beeause e
was not distinguished ahove the re ¢ By degrees all
made adsances, and all resented repul ¢ 1he table
was then covered with dchicacies m v un, the musch
sounded m empty rooms and Abeuzard was lft to
form 1n solitude some new scheme of pleasure or
security
Resohang now to try the forec of grattude, he m
qurred for men of scienee, whose merit was obseured
by poverty  1his house was soon crowded vath poets,
sculptors, pamters, and designers, who wantoncd i
unexpenienced plenty, and employed therr powers m
celebrtion of thewr patron  But mn a short tme they
forgot the distress from winch they had been rescued,
and began to consider sher delnverer as o wrcteh of
ug naron
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naitow capacity, who was gionmg great by works
which he could not perform, and whom they over-
paid by condescending to accept lus bounties  Abou-
zard heard therr muimurs and dismissed them, and
from that hows contmued blind to coloms, and deaf
to panegyrick

As the sous of ait departed, mutteiing threats of
perpetual mfomy, Adbouzawd, who stood at the gate,
called to him Humet the poet  “ Hamet,” said he,
‘¢ thy ingratitude has put an end to my hopes and ex-
“ periments: I have now leained the vamty of those
“ labouis that wish to be icwarded by human benevo-
“lence; I shall henceforth do good, and avoid evil;
“ without 1espect to the opmnion of men, and 1esolve to
“ sohicit only the appiobation of that Bemg whom
‘“alone we aie sue to please by endeavouiing to
¢ please him,”
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Nuxs 191 Tursoax, January 14, 1752

Cereus s tatyum flects momtoribus asper Hor
The youth——

selding like wax th impressie folly bears

Pough to reproof and slow to future cares Traves

v the RANIBLLR

Drar Mr Rabrer,

I IIAVL been four days confined to my chamber by

a cold, winch has already hept me from three plys,
nine sales, five shows, and six card tables, and put me
seventeen visits behind hand, and the doctor tells my
mamma, that 1f T fret and cry, 1t will settle m my
head, and I shall not be fit to be scen these six weeks
But, dear Mr Rambler, how can I help 1t? At tlus
very tume Afelissa 1s dancing with the prettiest gentle-
man ,—she will brcakfist with hun to morrow, and
then run to two auctions, and hear compliments, and
have presents, then she will be drest, and visity, and
get a ticket to the play, then go to cards and win, and
come home with two flambeaux before her chawr
Dear Mr Rambler, who can bear it?

My aunt has just brought me a bundle of your
papers for myamusement  She says, you re a philo
sopher, and will teach me to moderate my desnes, and
Jook upon the world with indifference  But, dear Sir,
T do not wish nor mtend to moderate my desires, nor

v3 can
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can I think it proper to look upon the world with in-
difference, till the world looks with indifference on me.
I have been forced, however, to sit this moining a
whole quarter of an hour with yow paper before my
face, but just as my aunt came n, Phylhda had
brought me a letter from Mr 77:p, which T put within
the leaves, and 1cad about abscnce and wnconsolable-
ness, and @ dowr, and w1 resistible passion, and eter nal
constancy, while my aunt imagined, that I was puz-
zhng myself with your philosophy, and often ciied out,
when she saw me look confused, “ If therc 1s any
“word that you do not understand, cluld, I will ex-
“ plam 1t.”

Dear soul' how old people that think themselves
wise may be imposed upon! But it 1s fit that they
should take their turn, for I am sure, while they can
keep poor gnls close in the nurseiy, they tyrannize
over us m a very shameful manner, and fill our 1magi-
nations with tales of terrour, only to make us lve
in quiet subjection, and fancy that we can never be
safe but by theii protection.

I have a mamma and two aunts, who have all been
formely celebiated for wit and beauty, and are still
generally admired by those that value themselves upon
their understanding, and love to talk of vice and virtue,
natuie and simplicity, and beauty and propriety; but
if there was not some hope of mceting me, scaicely a
creature would come near them that wears a fashion-
able coat These ladies, Nlr Rambler, have had me
under thexr government fifteen years and a half, and
have all that tune been endeavouring to deceive me
by such representations of hife as I now find not to be

true; but I know not whether I ought to impute them
to
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to 1gnorance o1 malice, us 1t 15 possible the world may
be much ehnged simee they mngled 1n general con
versation

Being destrous that I should love bools, they told
me, that nothing but hoowledge could mahe me an
agrecable companion to men of sense or quihify me
to distnguish the superficial ghtter of vanity from the
solid ment of understanding, and thnt a habit of read
mg would enable me to fill up the vacuities of hfe
without the help of silly o1 dangerous amuscments,
and preserve me from the snares of 1dlencss and the
1nroads of temptation

But then princtpal mntention nas to mahe me afrmd
of men, m which they succeedd so well for o tine,
that I durst ot looh m their faces, or be left alone
with them in 2 parlour, for they made me fancy, that
no man ever spoke but to decenve, or looked but to
allure, that the girl who suffered hun that had once
squeezed her hand, to approach her a second tune,
was on the brink of rum, and that she who answered
a billet, without consulting her relations, gave love
such power over her, that she would certainly become
either poor or mfxmous

Trom the time that my leading strings were tahen
off; I scarce heard eny mention of my beauty but
from the mulbner, the mantua maker, and my own
mud, for my mamma never said more, when she
heard me commended, but “the gl 15 very well,
and then endeavoured to divert my attention by some
inquiry after my needle, or my book

It 15 now thice months since I have been suffured
to pay and receive visits, to dance at publich assem
blics, to have a place hept for me m the boses, and

U4 to
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to play at lady Racket’s rout, and you may casily
imagme what I thmnk of those who have so long
cheated me with false expectations, disturbed me with
fictitious terrours, and concealcd from me all that I
have found to make the happimess of woman

I am so far from perceiving the usefulness or neces-
sity of books, that if I had not diopped all pretensions
" to learming, I should have lost Mr. 772p, whom I once
frighted nto another bos, by retailing some of Dry-
der’s remarks upon a tragedy, for Mr 77:p declares,
that he hates nothing like hard woids, and I am sure,
there 1s not a better paitner to be found; his very walk
is a dance I have talked once or twice among ladies
about principles and 1deas, but they put their fans
before thewr faces, and told me I was too wise for
them, who for their part never pietended to read any
thing but the play-bill, and then asked me the piice
of my best head.

Those vacancies of time which are to be filled up
with books, I have never yet obtamed, for, con-
sider, Mr Rambler, I go to bed late, and therefore
cannot rise early; as soon as I am up, I dress for the
gardens, then walk mn the Park, then always go to
some sale or show, or entertainment at the Little
‘l'heatre, then must be dressed for dinner, then must
pay my visits, then walk m the Park, then hurry
to the play, and from thence to the card-table.
This is the general course of the day, when there
happens nothmg extlaordmary; but sometimes I
ramble mto the country, and come back agam to a
ball; sometimes I am engaged for a whole day and
pait of the mght If at any time, I can gamn an
hour by not being at home, I have so many things

to
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to do so many orders to gne to the millner, so many
alterations to mahe m my clothes, so many visitants’
nmes to read over, so many Invitations to accept or
refuse, so many cards to write, and so many fashions
to constder, that I am lost i confusion, forced vt last
to let m company or step mto my charr, and lewe

half my affarrs to the directton of my mard
Thus 15 the round of my day, and when shall I
cither stop my course, or so change 1t as to want a
book ? I suppose 1t cannot be imngined, that any of
these dnversions will soon be atanend There wall
always be gardens, and a park, and auctions, and
shows, and playhouses, and cards, visits aill always
be paud, and clothes always be worn  and how can

Ithave time unemployed upon my hands ®
But I vm most at a loss to guess for what purpose
they related such tragich stories of the cruelty, perfidy,
and artifices of men, who if they ever were so
malicious and destructive, have certainly now reformed
their manners I have not, since my entrance into
the world, found one who does not profess himself
devoted to my service, and ready to live or dic as I
shall command bim  They are so far from mtending to
hurt me, that thewr only contention 1s who shell be
allowed most closely to attend, and most frequently to
treat me, when different places of entertamnment, or
schemes of pleasure are menttoned, I can see the eye
sparkle and the checks glow of hun whose proposals
obtan my approbation, he then leads me off m
triumph, adores my condescension, and congratulates
himself that he has hived to the hour of felicity  Are
these, Mr Rambler, creatures to be feared® Is 1t
likely
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likely that an injury will be done me by those who cant
enjoy hfe only while I favou them with my presence -

As hittle 1cason can T yct find to suspect them of
strategems and fiaud  When I play at cards, they
nevcr take advantage of my mistahes, nor exact from
me a rigorous observation of the game. Lven Mr.
Shuffle, a grave genticman, who has daughters older
than mysclf, plays with me so neghgently, that I am
sometimes mclined to believe he loses his money by
design, ,and yet he is so fond of play, that he says, he
+will one day tahe me to Ins house in the country, that
we may try by omselves who can conquer. I have
not yet promised him, but when the town giows a
little empty, I shall thnk upon 1it, for I want some
trinkets, hke Let:tia’s, to my watch. I do not doubt
my luck, but mu-t study some means of amusing my
relations.

For all these distinctions I find myself mdebted to
that beanty which I was never suffered to hear praised,
and of which, thaefoie, I did not before know the
full value. The concealment was ceitamly an m-
tentional fraud, foo my amnts have cyes lihe other
people, and I am every day told, that nothing but
blindness can escape the mnflucnce of my charms.
Their whole account of that woild which they pretend
to know so well, has been only onc fiction entangled
with another, and tlough the modes of hife oblige me
to continue some appearances of respect, I cannot
think that they, who have been so clearly detected n
ignorance or imposture, have any 11ght to the esteem,
venelation, or obedience of

SIR, Yous,
DrLLARIAT
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Noume 192 Saturpay, Janumy 18, 1752
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Vain the noblest birth would prove

Nor worth nor wit avail i love

"Tis gold zlone succeeds—by gold

The venal sex 13 bought and sold

Accurs d be he who first of yore

Discoverd the pernicious ore!

Thas sets 2 brother s heart on fire

And arms the sonapgainst the sire

And what alas! 1s worse than all

To this the lover awes his fall F Liwys

To the RAMBLER

SIR,

ADM the son of a gentleman, whose ancestors,
for miny ages, held the first rank m the country,
till at last one of them, too desiwous of populanty,
set his house open, kept a table covered with con-
tinwal profuston, and distributed his beef and ale to

such as

chose rather to live upon the folly of others,

than their 'own labour with such thoughtless hibe-
rality, that he left a third part of hus estate mortgaged

His



500 THE RAMBLER. N*1gz.

His successor, a man of spirit, scorned to impair
his dignity by parsimonious 1etrenchments, or to ad-
mit, by a sale of s lands, any paiticipation of the
rights of his manor , he theiefore made another mo:t-
gage to pay the nterest of the former, and pleased
himself with the reflection, that his son would have the
hereditary estate without the dimmution of an acre.

Nearly resembling this was the practice of my wise
progenilors for many ages Lvery man boasted the
antiquity of his fanuly, resolved to support the digmty
of his birth, and lived m splendour and plenty at
the expensc of his heir, who, sometimes by a wealthy
marriage, and sometimes by lucky legacies, discharged
part of the incumbrances, and thought himself en-
titled to contract new dcbts, and to leave to his
children the same inheritance of cmbarrassment and
distress.

Thus the estate peipetually decayed; the woods
were felled by one, the park ploughed by another,
the fishery let to farmers by a third, at last the old
hall was pulled down to spaie the cost of reparation,
and part of the matenals sold to build a small house
with the rest. We were now openly degiaded fiom
our original rank, and my father’s brother was allowed
with less reluctance to sei1ve an apprenticeship, though
we never reconciled ourselves heartily to the sound of
haberdasher, but always talked of warehouses and a
merchant, and when the wind happened to blow loud,
affected to pity the hazards of commerce, and to
sympathize with the solicitude of my poor uncle, who
had the true retailer’s teirour of adventure, and never
exposed himself or his property to any wider water
than the Flames.

2/ In
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In time, however, by continual profit nnd small
expences he grew rich, and began to turn hus thoughts
towards rank. He hung the arms of the famly over
his parlour-chunney , pomted at a chauot decorated
only with a cypher, became of opmion that money
could not make a gentleman, resented the petulance
of upstarts, told stortes of alderman Puff"s grand
father the postcr, wondered that there was no beiter
method for regulating precedents, wished for some
dress peculiar to men of fashion, and when his servant
presented a letter, always inquired whether it come
from hus brother the esquire

My father was careful to send him game by every
carrter, nhich, though the conveyance often cost more
than the value, was well received, because it gave him
an opportumty of calling Ins friends together, desenb
ing the beauty of his brothers seat, and lamenting us
own folly, whom no remonstrances could withhold from
polluting tus fingers with - shop book

The little pre_ents which we sent were always re-
turned with great munificence 1le was desirous of
being the second founder of lus fanuly, and could not
bear that we should be any longer outshone by those
whomn we considered as chimbeis upon our rums, and
usurpers of our fortune  He furnished our house with
all the elegance of fashionable espénse, and was care
ful to conceal luis bountics, lest the poveity of lus
family should be suspected

At length 1t happened that, by misconduct lihe our
oun, 2 large estate, winch had been purchased from
us was again exposed to the best bulder My uncle,
dehghted with an opportunmity of 1einstating the fimily
10 therr possessions, came down with treasuies scarcely

to



302 THE RAMBLIER. N°1go,

fo be imagined in a place where commeice has not
made lmge sums famihar, and at once diove all the
competitors away, expedited the wiitmzs, and took
possesston  Jie now considered himeclf as supenonr to
tiade, disposed of s stock, and as <oon as he harl
settled his economy, began to show histural soseraants,
by bicaking the hedges of his tenants in hunting, and
seizing the guns o1 nets of those whose fortnnes did
not qualify them for sportsmen  1le soon aftervards
solicited the oftice of shenfl; from whneh all s neigh-
bours were glad to be repreved, but viach he re-
garded as aresumption of ancestial cliums, and a kind
of 1estoration to blood after the attainder of a trade.
My uncle, whose mind was so filled with this change
of lus condition, that he found no want of domestick
entertainment, declared himsclf too old to many, and
1esolved to let the newly-purchased estate fall o the
regular channel of mheritance I was thaefore con-
sidered as heir apparent, and courted with officious-
ness and caicsses, by the gentlemen who had hitherto
coldly allowed me that rank wlich they could not
refuse, depicssed me with studied neglect, and mni-
tated me with ambiguous msults
I felt not much pleasuie fiom the cnvilities for which
I knew myself indebted to my uncle’s mndustry, tll, by
one of the invitations winch every day now biought
me, I was induced to spend a weeh with Luczm
whose daughter I/eville T had often seen and admned
like others, without any thought of nearer appioaches.
The mequality which had Iitherto kept me at a distance
bemng now levelled, I was 1ccerved with every evidence
of respect: Lucius told me the fortune which he m-
fended for ns favounte daughter, many odd accidents
obhiged
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obhiged us to be often together without company, wd
I soon began to find that they were spreading for me
the nets of matrunony

Flavdla was 1l softness and complaisance I, who
had been excluded by a narrow fortune from much
acquaintance with the world, and never been honomed
before with the notice of so fine a lady, was easily en
amoured  Lwcws ether percened my passion, or
Tlavilla betrayed 1t, care was taken, that our private
meetings should be less frequent, and my charmer con
fessed by her cyes how much pamn she suffered from
our restraint  Irenewed my vIsit upon ¢very pi etence,
but was not alloncd one mterview without witness, at
last I declared my passion to Lucws, who recoved
me as a lover worthy of lus daughter, and told me
that nothing was wanting to his consent, but that my
uncle should settle Jus estate upon me T objected the
andecency of encroaching on s Iifg, and the danger
of provohmmg him by such an unseasonable demapd
Lucwus scemed not to think decenty of much mport
ance, but admitted the danger of displeasing, and con
cluded that -as he was now old and sichly, we mght,
without any nconvenience, wt for his death

With this resolution I was better contented, as 1t
procured me-the company of Iaxilla, 1 winch the
ulays passed away amidst con*munl rapture, but
time I began to be ashamed of sitting 1dle, m expec
tation of growing 1:ich by the death of my benefactos,
and proposed to Lucuts many schemes of 1aising my
«own fortune by such ~swstance as T hnew my uncle
willmg to gne me Zucws, afrud lest I should
change my affection i absence, diverted me fiom my
design by dissuasnes to which my passion casly

hstened
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listened. At last my uncle died, and considering
lumself as neglected by me, fiom the tine that J*/a-
wille took possession of my heart, left his cstate to
my younger biother, who was always hoveung about
lus bed, and 1elating stories of my pranhs and ex-
tiavagance, my contempt of the commeicial dialect,
and my impatience to be sellng stock.

My condition was soon hnown, and I was no longer
admitted by the father of Ilewilla T 1epeated the
protestations of 1egard, which had been formerly 1c-
turned with so much aidour, 1 a letter winch she 1e-
cewved puvately, butretwmed by her father’s footman,
Contempt has diiven out my love, and I am content
to have purchascd, by the loss of foitune, an cscape
from a harpy, who has joned the aitifices of age to
the allmements of youth., I am now gomg to pursue
my former projects with a legacy which my uncle be-
queathed me, and if I succeed, shall evpect to hear
of the repentance of Llavila.

T am, SIR, Yows, &c.
CONSTANTIUS.
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Nuvwp 193 Turnspay, January 21, 1752

Taudis amore tumes® sunt certa pracila gue te
Ter pure lecto poterunt recicare lilello Ilor

Or art th o vam? books veeld a certam pell
To stop thy tamour youshall cea e to swell }
Whenyou have read them thrce and studs d well

Crezen

HAITVLR 1s unnersally desired, will be
sought by industry and artilice, by mait and
crimes, by means good and bad, sational and absurd,
accordmg to the presalence of virtue or vice of wis-
dom or folly Some will always mmstihe the degrec
of then own desert, and some will destre that others
may mistahe 3t The cunmng will have recourse to
s 11tigem and the powerful to violence, for the at-
tun nent of ther wiches, some will stoop to thedt, and
others ventuie upon plundes
Pianse 15 s0 pleasmy to the mind of man, thatit s
the oz imil wotine of alinost all ow actions  The
destre of commendition, s of esery thing clse, 1
vaired ndeed by innumerable differences of tumpes
cynaty, nd knowledge, some have no higher wish
than for the applausc of 2 club, sotic cypect the
acclamations of ‘2 county, and some have hoped to
fill the mouths of all ages and nations with their names
Liery man pants for the Iighest emmence withn Ins
vien , none, however mean, ever siths below the
hope of being distinguished by Ins fellow bungs, and
vey few have, by magnimmity or pity, been so
y VoL VI A raised
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raised above 1t, as to act wholly without 1egaid to
censure o1 opmion

To be praised, theiefore, every man 1esolves, but
1esolutions will not cvecute themselves.  That which
all think too paisimomously distiibuted to their own
claims, tliey will not gratuitously squander upon others,
and some expedient must be tied, by which praise
may be gamed before it can be enjoyed.

Among the mnumerable biddeis for praise, some
ate willing to purchase at the lnghest rate, and offe
case and health, fortune and hife.  Yet even of these
only a smnall pait have gamed what they so caincstly
desned, the student wastes away in meditation, and
the soldier peiishes on the ramparts, but unless some
accidental advantage co-opeiates with ment, neither
persevetance nor adventuie attract attention, and
leainmg and biavery sink nto the grave, without
honour or remembiance

But amition and vamity generally expect to be grati-
ficd on casier teyms. It has been long observed, that
what 1s procured by skill or labour to the first possessor,
may be afterwaids tiansfenied for money; and that
the man of wealth may partake all the acquisitions of
comage without hazard, and all the products of 1n-
dustiy without fatigue It was easily discovered, that
riches would obtam praise among other conveniencics,
and that he whose pude was ualuckily associated with
lnzmess, 1gnorance, o cowaidice, needed only to
pay the huc of a pancgyuist, and he mght be 1cgaled
with periodical eulogies , might deteimne, at leisure,
what viitue or science he would be pleased to appio-
puate, and be lulled m the evenmng with scothing

erenades, 01 waked i the moinmg by sprghtly
gratulations,
) The

i
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1 The Inppiness which mottals recerve fiom the cele
biation of beneficence which never relieved, cloquence
which never peisuided, o1 eclegance which never
pleas.d ought not to be emvied o1 disturbed, when
they me hnown honestly to pay fo then entertninment
But there me unmeiaful exactors of adulation, who
withhold the wages of venility  retun their encommast
fiom year to year by general promises and ambiguous
blandishments, and when he has run through the
whole compass of flattery, dismi1 s hun with contempt,
Decruse s vem of fictien 1s exbausted

A continual feast of commendation 15 only to be
obtained by ment or by wealth, mmy are therefore
obliged to content themselves with smale morsels, and
rccompense  the infrequency of their cnjoyment by
encess and 1ot, wheneser fortune scts the banquet
befoic them  Hunger 1s never delicate, they who are
sckdom gorged to the full with p1a1 e, may be safely
fed with g1oss complments , for the appetite must be
satisficd before 1t 15 disgusted

It 15 casy to find the moment at whach vamity 1
eager for sustenance and all that impudence o set
vility can ofter will be well received  When any one
romplains of the nant of what he s hnown to possess
m an unconnnon degree b certamly warts with m
paticnce to be contradicted W hen the trader pre
tends anxiety about the payment of his bills; o the
Leauty remarhs how fisghttully she looks, then 15 the
luchy moment to talk of 1iches or of charms, of the
death of lovers, or the honour of a merchant

Others there are vet more open and artless, who,
m tead of suborning = flatterer, a1c content to supply
his place, and, as some animals impregnate themselves,

X2 swell
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swell with the praises winch they hear from their owr
tongues  Recte 15 dictur landare sese, aw neme
alws contigit landator It 15 vishy)” sayy FEravnus,
“ that he, whom 1o one ¢l ¢ will commend, should
“ bestow commendations on hmsclt 7 Of all the <one
of vamty, these aie swely the happiest and greatest -
for what 1s gicatness or happmess but mdependence on
external influcnces, evempton from hope o fear, and
the power of supplymz cvery want fiom the common
stores of mitwae, which can neither be eahaa~ted nor
prohbited= Such 1s the wise man of the stoichs, such
15 the dinvamity of the epicwicans, and such 1s the
flatterer of hmself Evaiv other enjoyment malice
may destioy , eveiy other pancayiich envy may with-
hold, but no human power can depiive the boa-fer
of lus own encommums  Infamv may hiss, o1 con-
tempt may giow], the hnclings of the gicat may follow
fortune, and the votaiies of tiuth may attend on yvntne;
but lus pleasures stili 1cmam the same, he can always
histen with raptwe to hmmscl, and leave those who
daie not 1epose upon their own attestation, to be elated
o1 depressed by chance, aud toil on mx the hopeless

task of fiamg caprice, and propitating malice
This art of hoppmess has beea long practised by
perinaical writers, with little appaient violation of
decency When we think ow excellercies oveilooked
by the woild, o1 desne to 1ecall the attention of the
publhick to some paiticulai peformance, we sit down
vith geat composwe and wiite a letter to omselves.
"The coriespondent, whose chaiacter wecassume, alw ays
addicsses us with the deference due to a superiour m-
telligence, proposes lus doubts with a prope. sense of
Lis own mobility, offers an obiection with ticnibling
diffidence ,
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diffidence, nd at Iast has no other pretensions to our
notice than hus profundity of respect and .meenty of
admuation, i submission to our dictates, and zeal
tor oa success  To such a readei, 1t 1< impossible to
refuse 1egard por cam 1t enaly be nnagined with how
much alicrity we snatch up the pen which mdignation
or desparr had condemued to mactnity, v hen we find
such candour and judgment et remumng m the world

A letter of this Lind I had lately the “honour of pe-
ru mg m which thotwh some of the periods were
negh&entlv cloced, and some expressions of familanity
were used, which I thought might teach others to
address me with ‘too hitle reverence "I was so much
deli_hted with the passages i which mention was
maie of universil leammu——unbounded gentus—soul
of Tlome:, Pythagor as' and Plato—sohdity of thought
—accuracy of distinction—elegance of combination—
vigour of fancy—strength of reason—and regulatits of
compo 1tion,—that I had once determmed to lay 1t
before the publick Three times I sent it to the
prnter and three tunes I fetched it back My mo
desty was on the pomt of yielding, when reflecting that
I was ahout to waste panegyrichs on myself, which
might be more profitably 1csersed for my patron, T
loched 1t up for 2 better hom 1 comphance with the
fumer s nupc ple who never eats at home what he
can carry to the marhet

il

N3
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‘Nuwms. 194. Saturpay, January 25, 1752

S: damnosa sencm juvat alea, ludrt ot hares

Bullatus, parvoque cadem quutit arma fritallo Juy,
If gaming dees an aged sire entice, 2
'Then my young master swiftly learns the vice, g
And shahes i hanging sleeves the little box and d ce

J Duyviy, jun

To the RAMBLER,
SIR,

P+ *HAT vamty which heeps every man important
in his own eyes, mclines me to beheve that
peither you nor yow readeis have yet forgotten the
name of Fumathes, who sent you a few months ago
an account of lis airival at London, with a young
nobleman s pupil I shall theiefore continuc my

nanative withput mieface o1 1ecapitulation
My pupl, m;n a very short tume, by Ins mothei’s .
countenance and dnection, accomplished himself with
all those quabifications which constitute puerile polhite-
ness e became 1n a few days a perfect master of
his hat, which with a caieless nicety he could put off
or on, without any nced to adjust 1t by a sccond
motion  This was'not attamed but by frequent con-
sultations with his dancing-master, and constant prac-
tice beforc the glass, for he had some 1ustick habits to
overcome., bul: what will not time and ndustry per-
fo:;p » A fortnzht more fuimished him with all the
airs
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airs end forms of fumhar and respectful <alutation,
from the clap on the shoulder to the bumble bow , he
practises the stare of strancencess and the smile of
conde.cension, the solemmty of promice, and the
graciousness of encowagement, as 1f he had been
nursed at a levee and pronounces with no luss pro
pricty than hus fither, the monosyllables of coldness,
and sonorous peitods ot respectful profession

He immedrately lost the reserve and tmndity winch
ohtude and study are upt to mnpress upon the most
courtly genus, was able to cnter a cionded room
with any avihty, to meet the gluces of a hundred
eyes without pertmbrtion and addiess those whom
he never san before withs case and confidence  Inlgss
than a month lus mother declared her satisfaction at
Ins proficsency by a tiiumphant observation, that she
believed notleng could mal ¢ hum blush

The silence wath which I was contented to hear
my pupids praises, gave the lady reason to suspect me
not much dehghted with lis acquisitions, but she
attributed my discontent to the dimution of my m
fluence and my feus of losing the patronage of the
family, and though she tlunhs favourably of my
learning and morals, she considers me as wholly un
acquatnted with the customs of the polite part of man
hnd, and therefore not qualified to form the man
ners of 2 young nobleman, or commumcate the hnow-
ledge of the world  lius hnowledge she compriscs
m the rules of vistmg  the history of the present hour;
an carly ntclhgence of the change of tashions, an ex-
tensive acquaintance with the nimes and places of
persons of ranl, and a fiequent appearance m places
of resort

x4 Al
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All this my puptl puisues with great application.
He 1s tnice a day m the Mall, wheie he studics the
diess of cvery man splendid enough to athiact his
notice, and never coics home without some obser-
vation upon slceves, button-holes, and cmbrowdery
At his 1etuin fiom the theatie, he can give an account
of the gallantries, glances, whispus, smules, sighs,
fints, and blushes of every boy, so much to lus mother s
satisfaction, that when I attempted to resume my cha-
racter, by inquning Ins opinton of the sentiments and
diction of the tragedy, she at once 1epressed my enti-
asm, by telhing me, that she hoped he did not go fo lose
fus tume e abtendimg to the ¢ catures on the stage

But his acuteness was most emmently signalized at
the masqueiade, wheie he discevered his acquaint-
ance thiough ther ' disguises, with such wonderful
facility, as has aftmded the famly an mexhausuble
topich of conveisation  Every new visitor 15 mforned
how one was detected by his gait, and another by the
swing of s aims, a third by the toss of his head, and
another by his favowite phiase, nor can you doubt
but these perfoimances recerve therr just applause, and
a genius thus hastening to maturity 1s promoted by
every art of cultivation

Such have been his endeavours, and such his as-
sistances, that cvery tiace of hiteratuic was soon ob-
Iiterated  Ile has changed his language with hus diess,
and, mstead of endcavouring at puity o1 piopiicty,
has no other care than to catch the reigning phiase
and cuirent exclamation, till, by copying whatever 15
pecaliar n the talk of all those whose buth o1 foi-
tune cntitles them to mmitation, he has collected cvery
fashionable barbaiism of the present wmter, and

spcaks
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>
sprds 1 dnlec nat to be undastood among those
who form thar style by porng upon authors

To this copousness of ideas, and fiheity of lne
gunze he his jomed such ergerness to lead the con
versation titit he 1s celebrated among the ladies as
the prettie t gentlem w that the age can boast of x-
cept that some who love 1o talk themselves thun! im
too farnmd and others lament that, with so much wit
and koowledae, he 1s not taller

115 mother histens to lus ob ervations with ha eyes
sparhling and her heart beating and ¢ searcely con-
tun, m the most numerous 1ssanblies, the evpecta
tions which she his tormed for his futmie emmence
Women, by whate or fate always judze absurdly of
the mtelleets of boys  The vivauty and confidence
which attract fonale admna ton e seldom produced
m the carly put of Ife but by 1 norince at least af
not by stupidity for they proceed not from confidence
of night, but fearlesness of wiong  Whoever has
clew apprchension, must hwe quick sensibulity  and
where he has wo suflictent 1cason to trust his own
Judgment, will proceed with doubt and caution, be
cwse he perpettilly dreads the disgrace of cirour
Ihe pun of miscanige 15 naturally proportionate to
the desuie of excellence, and, therdfore tll men are
hardened by long familnnty with reproach or hwe
attamed by frequent struggles, the ut of suppressing
their cmotions, diffidence 1s found the mn cparable
associate of understanding

But so lutle distrust hws my pupil of lus own abih-
ties, that be has for some time piotcased humnselt a wit,
and tortures his ymagmation on all occasions for bur

lesque
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lesane and joculanty  Ilow he suppoits a character
which, perhaps, no man cva assumed without 1epent-
ance, may be casily conjectued Wity you hnow, is
the uneyvpected copulauen of 1deas, the discovery of
some occult 1elation between nnages 't appeaiance
remote from each other , an cffucon of wit, theretoie,
presupposes an accumulatios c¢f hnowledae, amemory
stored with notions, which the maginaton may cull
out to compose new assewsblages  Whateser may be
the natnve vigomn of the mind, she can never form
any combmations hom few ideas, es many changes
can never be rung upon a few bells  Acadent may
indeed sometunes producc a luchy paiallel o1 a stihing
contrast, but these gifts of chance aie not ficquent,
and he that has notlnny or his own, and yet condemus
hinself to ncedless expenses, must live upon loans o1
theft. ‘

The indulzence which lus youth has litheito ob-
tained, and the 1cspect wlich his 1ank sccutes, have
hitherto supplied the want of mtellectual quabfications;
and he unagmes that a'i adwue who applaud, and that
all who laugh a:e pleased  He thetctoie 1cturns every
day to the chaige with mciease of courage, though not
of stiength, and piactiscs all the nichs by winch wit
is counteifeited  Ilc lays trams for a quibble, be con-
trives blundais for Ins footman, he adapts old stoies
to present chaiacters, he nustahes the question tha
he may return a smait answer, he anticipates the ai-
gument, that he may plausibly object, when he has
nothng to reply, he icpeats the last words of his an-
tagonist, then says, “ yowm humble servant,” and con-
cludes with a laugh of tuummph.

These
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These mustakes I have honestly attempted to cor-
rect, but what can be e«pected from reason unsup
ported by fashion, splendow, or authority? He hears
me, mdeed, or appeats to hear me, but 1s soon rescued
from the lecture by more pleasing avocations, and
shows, diverstons and caicsse, drive my precepts
from his 1emembrance

He at last unagines him elf qualified to enter the
world and has met with adventures i his first sallv,
which T shall, by yow paper, communiate to the
pubhich

Iam, &c

Luvinrs
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Nunmp. 195. Tvrnsnay, Jenuary 23, 1732.

Newter o df
Heiere tagerr v, povr,
Peawngue bvicty  ere Cantoor
Serw Gruco jubeas Lot o
Scumelvoite leg o v ales Hor.

Nor knov = cur vevtl, of noblet tore,

To mount the m opdr o co,ar g the el ee,

More shill'd mthe me naii- of sice,

The v hinhng troque, o1 lov torindecn dice I arcas

o the RAJDILLER
SII{Q

YAVOURS ot cicry hind aic doubled when they

arce speedily conferied  “This 1s partculariy tiue

of the matification of curiowty e that long dclays a

story, and suffeis his auditor to torment himeself with

expectation, will seldom be able to 1ccompense the

uncasiness, o1 cqual the hepe which he suilers to be
raised.

T'or this 1eason, I have alicady sent you the conti-
nuation of my pupil’s lustory, which, though 1t contams
no events very uncommon, may be of usc to young
men who aie m too much hoste to tiust then own
prudence, and quit the wing of protection before they
are able to shift for themsclves

When he first scttled m London, he was so much
bewildered m the enoimous catent of the tawn, so

confounded
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confounded by ince.<ant noiee, and crowds, and hurry,
and so termiicd by rural marratnes of the aits of
sharpers, the rudeness of the populace, mali ity of
porte s and treachery ot coachmen, that he was afrud
to 20 beyond the door without i attend int, and e
gined i bife m d nger 8 1e was obliged to pss the
streets 1t mght m iy vehicle it ns mather s chor

e wis therefoie contented, for a tune, that 1
Jhould accomp nv hun i all s e cursions Pot
fuar abated as he grev more fanulir with its oljects,
and the contempt to which Ins ru tiesty exposed huim
from such of his compmions as had cadentiily
known the town longer, obliged hin to dissemble Jus
remainng terrours

Ihts desire of hiberty made lunt now wilhing to spare
me the trouble of obscrvng his inotions, but hnowmy,
how much lus ignorince cxposad hun to m chuet, 1
thought 1t cruel to abndon hum to the fortune of the
tonn  We nent together cvery dy ta a cofiee honee,
where he met wat, harr, and fop., any, 1no13nt, and
thoughtless as humselt, with whom he bad become ac
quamted at cmd tables, and whom he considere ] as
the only bungs to be envied or admred W hat were
thesr topichs of comaisation, I could nover diseover,
for, <o much was ther vnacity depressed by my 1n
trusive seriousncss, that they seldom procceded be oml
the exchnge of nods and shrugs, an ach grin or 2
brohen hmt, except when they could retire, wlile I
was looking on the papers, to a comer of the room,
where they scemed to disburden then nmgnntions,
and commonly vented the superfluity of their spught
lhiness m a peal of laughter  When they had tn cred

them clves
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themsclves into negligence, I could sometimes ove:-
hear a few syllables, such as, solemn rascal, aca-
denical aiis;  smoke the tutor, company for gen-
tlemen' and other brohen phiascs, by winch T did
not sefict my quiet to be distmibed, for they never
proceeded to avored mthgnities, but contented them-
selves to wurmur m sceret, and whenever 1 tuined
my eyc vpon them, shrunk mto stillness.

He was, howcever, desnous of withdraning from the
subjection which he could not ventuwie to bicak, and
made a secict appontment to as-1st his companions 1
the peisccution of a play. Ihis footman pinately pro-
caied him a catcal, on which he practised, 1 a back-
gairet, for two hows m the aftetnoon. At the proper
time a chair was called, he pietended an engagement
at lady Ilutter’s, and hastened to the place where Ius
critical associates had assembled  They huriied away
to the theatre, full of malignity and denunciations
against a man whose name they had ncver heaid, and
a performance which they could not understand, for
they were resolved to judge for themsclves, and would
not suffer the town to be mmposed upon by scitbblers.
In the pit, they exerted themsclies with great spine
end vivacity, called out for the tunes of obscene
songs, talked loudly at wtenvals of Shalespeare and
Jonson, plryed on thewr catcals a shoit prelude of
terrour, ctamoured vehemently for the prologue, and
clapped with grcat dextaty at the fast entiance of
the players

Two scenes they heard without attempting inter-
tuption, but, bemg no longer able to 1estian their
hnpatience, they then began to esert themselves in

groans
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groans and lusses, and phed then cateals with 1
cessant diligence, <o that they weie sonn considered
by the audicnce 15 disturbiers of the house, and some
who sat noar them, ather provol ad 1t the obstrue
tion of thor enter ammient, or dewrois to pieserie
the authm fiom the moitification of secing hix hopes
destroyed by cInldien  snatched awav thar mstru
ments of crticism, and, by the <casonable vibration
of a stich, subducd thom mstantancously to decency
and silence
lo exlularate them clves after tlis vesatious de
feat, they posted to 2 tuern, whee they recoveied
then alacnty, and, afier two hows of obstreperous
Jollity, burst out biz with enterpire, and pantng
for some occasion to signalize their prowess  They
proceeded vigorously through two streets, and vath
very hittle opposition dispersed a rbble of druphards
less daring than themselses, then rolled two watchmen
1 the kennel, and brole the vindows of n ta ern
m which the fugtives took Jhelter At last 1t was
determined to march up to a row of churs And demo-
hish them for standing on the pavcment, the chair
men formed a lne of battle, awnd blowns were ex
changed tor 1 tine with equal courage on hoth wides
At last the assulants scre overpowercd, wnd the choir
men, when thev knew ther eaptives, broaght them
home by force
The young gentlemn, ncvt morning hung Ins
head, and was <o much ashamed of his outrages and
defeat, that perhaps he might have been cheched in
his first follies, had not lis mother, partly m pity of
lus dejection, and partly in approbation of lus spint,
reheved lim fiom lus perplesity by paymng the da-
mages
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mages privately, and discouraging all animadversion
and 1eproof

This indulgence could not whelly piescive him
fiom the 1emembiance of his disgiace, noi at once
restore s confidence aud elation.  Ile was for thec
days silent, modest, and comj.lnt, and thought him-
sclf neither too wise for mstiuction, not too manly for
restiamt.  But Iis levity overcame this salutary sor-
row ; he began to tall. with lus former 1aptuics of mas-
queiades, taverns, and fiol cls, blusteied when his
wig was not combed with evactness; and threatened
destruction to a taslor who had mistahen lis dircctions
about the pocket

I knew that he was now nsing again above con-
trol, and that lus mflation of spnits would burst out
into some mischievous absurdity. I therefoie watched
him with gieat attention, but onc evenmng, havmg
attended Ins mother at a viaat, he withdrew hnnsclf,
unsuspected, while the company was ensaged at cards
His vivacity and officiousness weie soon missed, and
his 1eimn mmpatiently expccted; supper was delayed
and conversation suspended, every coach that iattled
thiough the sticet was espected to bung hun, and
every scivant that entcred the i1com was cxamined
concerning lus depaituie At last the lady 1cturned
home, and was with gieat difficulty plesencé ficm
fits by spiits and cordials  The fammly was des-
patched a thousend ways without success, and the
house was filled with distiaction, Lll,"as we weic de-
hiberating what furthe; measuics to tak'c, he 1etuined
from a petly gaming-table; with his coat toin and his
head broken; without lus sword, snuff-box, slceve-

1

buttons, and watch, ’

-

11 Of
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Of tius loss or robibery, he gave little account,
but, instead of smhing mto Ins former shame, en
denvoured to support lumsclf by surhiness and aspe-
nty e was not the fiist that bad played avy a
“ feuw trfles, and of wht use were birth nd fortune
“ 1t they would not admit ome sallies 1nd expenses «
1hs mamma was so wuch provohed by the cobt of
this pravk, that she would neither palhite nor con
ceab1t, and hus futher, aftcr some threats of rustica-
tion wluch his fondness would not sufter him to cxe
cute, reduced the allowance of lis pochet, that he
mght nct be tempted by plenty to profusion  Tlus
method would have suceecded m 4 place where there
ate no pandus to follv and evtrasagance, bat was
now hihely to have produccd perntcious consequences,
for we have discovered a treaty with a broker, whose
dghter he seems disposed to marry on condition
that he shall be supphed with present money, for
which be 1s to 1epny thrice the value atrthe death of
lus father

There vas now no time to be lost A domesich
consultation wds nnmediately held, and lhe was
doomed to pass two years 1 the conntry, but s
mother, touched with lus tewrs, declared that she
thou_ht lumn too much of 1 man to be any longer
confined to Iis book, and he theicfore begims Ins
tiavels to morrow under a I ench governour

Tam, &e

! LynaTues
¥

Vor VI Y



322 THE RAMBLER. N° 196

Nuap. 196. Sarvepay, Jebruary 1, 175¢.

Multa forunt ann cementes commoda secir
Multa recedentes adimunt - Houx,

The blessings flow g 1 with Life’s full tide,
Down with our ebb of hife deereacing ghde, | EREC N I

AXTER, in the narrative of his onn life, has
enumcrated several opinions, wlich, though he
thought them cvident and mcontestable at lu~ fuct
entrance nto the world, tunc and expernience disposcd
#im to change.

Whoever reviews the state of his own mind from
the dawn of manhood to its decline, and considers
what he puisued or dreaded, shghted o1 esteemed, at
chfferent peiiods of lus age, will have no reason to
tmagine such changes of sentiment peculiar to any
station or character  Lvery man, however careless
and 1nattentive, has conviction forced upon hun, the
lectures of time obtrude themselves upon the most
unwiling or dissipated auditor; and, by comparing
our past with our present thoughts, we perceive that
we have changed our minds, though perhaps we can-
not discover when the alteration happened, o1 by
what causes 1t was produced

This revolution of sentiments occasions a peipe-
tual contest between the old and young. They who
mmagine themselves entitled to veneration by the pie-
rogative of longer lfe, are mchned to tieat the no-
tions of those whose conduct they superntend with

super-
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superailionsness and contumpt, for want of consider-
mg that the future and the prst hase dificrent ap-
pearances, that the disproportion will always be great
between expectation and enjoyment, between new
possession and saticty , that the truth of many man-
uns of age ginves too little pleasure to be allowed il
it s felt, ond that the mieries of hite would be
mereased beyond all human power of cndurance, of
wewere to enter the world with the <ame opunons as
we carn from it

We naturally mdulge those wders that plerse us
Hope will predomunste in every mnd, tll it has been
suppressed by frequent disappomntments  The youth
has not yet discovered how many ewils are continu
ally hovering about us, and when he 15 set free from
the shackles of discipline, Joohs ubroiwd wto the
world with rapture, he sees an dvsin region open
before hum, so varegated with beauty, and so stored
with pleasure, that s care 1s rather to accumulate
good, thn to shun evil, he stands dutmcted by dif
ferent fors of delight, and has no other doubt,
than wiich path to follow of thow winch all lead
equally to the bowers of happiness

He who has seen only the supetficies of hife believes
every thing to be wht st appears, and rarely suspects
that extcrnal splendour conceals any latent sorrow or
sexation e never nnagines that there may be
greatness without safety, afflucnce without content,
Jollity without friendship, and solitude without peace
He fancies lumself pernutted to cull the blessings of
every conditton and to leave 1ts mconvemencies to
the 1dle and the 1gnorant  1lc 1s inclined to believe
no man mserable but by s ouwn fault, and seldom

12 tocks.
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lesque and joculanty  Iow he suppoits a character
which, perthaps, no man cva assumed without 1epent-
ance, may be casily conjectmed Wity you hnow, is
the unespected copulauen of 1deas, the discovery of
some occult 1elation between nnages 1t appeaiance
remote {tom each other , an cffucton of wit, theretore,
presupposes an accumulativa of knowledae, a memory
stored with notions, which the nnaginaton may cull
out to compose new assewblages  Whateser may be
the native vigomn of the mmd, she can never form
any combinations from few ideas, as many changes
can never be rung upon a few bells  Acadent may
indeed sometunes producc a luchy parallel o1 a stihing
contrast, but these gifts of chance aie not ficquent,
and he that has notlnny or his own, and yet condemms
hunself to ncedless eapenses, must live upon loans o1
theft. ‘

The indulzence which lus youth has hitheito ob-
tained, and the 1cspeet wlich his vank sccutes, have
hitherto supplied the want of mtellectual quabfications;
and he unagmes that a'i adwue who applaud, and that
all who laugh a:e pleased  He theictoie 1cturns every
day to the chaige with mciease of courage, though not
of stiength, and piactiscs all the tichs by winch wit
is counteifeited  Ilc lays trams for a qubble, he con-
trives blundeis for s footman, he adapts old stories
to present chaacters, he nustahes the question tha
be may retuin a smait answer, he anticipates the ai-
gument, that he may plausibly object, when he has
nothing to reply, he icpeats the last words of his an-
tagonist, then says, “ yowm humble servant,” and con-
cludes with a laugh of tuummph.

These
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superciliousness and contempt, for want of consider-
ing that the future and the past have different ap
pearances, that the disproportion will always be great
between espectation and emjoyment, between new
possession and satiety, that the truth of many mnx-
uns of age gives too little pleasure to be allowed till
it 15 felt, and that the museries of life would be
mcreased beyond all human power of cndurance, if
wewere to enter the world with the snme opimons as
we carry from 1t

We naturally indalge those ideas that please us
Hope will predommate m every mind, till 1t has been
suppressed by fiequent disappomtments  The youth
has not yet discovered how many ewils are continu-
ally hovering about us, and when he 15 set free from
the shachles of discipline, looks abroad mto the
would with rapture, he sces an elysian 1egon open
before him, so variegated with beauty, and so stored
with pleasure, that s care 1s rather to accumulate
good, than to shun evil, he stands distracted by dif-
ferent forms of delight, and has no other doubt,
than which path to follow of those wincn all lead
equally to the bowers of happiness

He who has seen only the supetficies of hife behieves
every thing to be what 1t appears, and 1arely suspects
that external splendowm conceals any latent sorrow or
vesation He never unagmes that there may be
greatness without safety, affluence without content,
Jollitv without friendship and solitude without peace
He fancies himself permitted to cull the blessings of
every condition and to leave 1ts inconventencies to
the 1dle and the 1gnorant.  He 15 inclined to beleve
no man mserble but by lus onn fault, and seldom

~ .1
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lovhs with much ity upon foshings o1 miscarages,
because he thinke them willingly adnutted, or negii-
gently manied

It1s nmpossible, withoat ity and eontempt, 1o hear
a youth of gencioas scatiments and wanm mag-
nation deciatne, w the moment of opeuness and
confidence, his desions and  expedintions; because
lIong hfc 15 possible, he conaidets 1t as certun, and
therefore pronnses huneelt all the chianges of hap-
pme-s, and provides gratifications {or every desue.
He 1, for o time, to gue huvscelt wholly to holich
and driersion, to rance the world m search of plea-
swe, to dehght cvety eye, to gam evary heart, and
to be celebnated equally for Ins pleasing levities and
solid attamments, his deep 1ctlections and Ins spark-
hng repaitees Ile then elevates bis views to nobler
cnjoyments, and finds all the scatteied excellencies
of the female world wuted m 2 woman, who mde
Lis addiesses towealth and titles; he 15 abterwaids
to cngage in Duemncss, to dissipaie difhicults, and
overpower opposition, to chmb, by the maie foree of
ment, to fame and greatness: md revand ol those
who countenanced his 11s¢, or pard dve 1egard to lus
eaily excellente. At last he willietne m peace and
Lonout, contiact hug views to domestich pleasuies,
foim the manuers of duldien hihe himseli, obsenve
how évery year expands the beanty of his daughtess,
and how Inus sons catch mdow fiom their futher’s
history, he will give laws to the nershhowlood ;
dictate avioms to postenty, and leave the woild an
example of wisdom and of happmess

With hopes hike these, he sallics jocund into life;
to little purpose is he told, that the condition of

humanity
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bumanity adunts no pure nd unmmgled happiness,
that the cxuberant gavety of youth ends i poverty
or discrse, that uncommon quilifications and con-
trusetics of excellence, proluce emvy cqually with
applause, toit, whitever wwn iton and fondness
may promise hun, he must mury 1 wile like the
wives ot others, with <ome virtues 1nd some foaults,
and be as often disgusted by her vices, as dchighte d
by her clegance, that it he wdventures mto the errcle
ot action, he must cx1 ect to encounter men as artiul,
s darmg, s 1esolute as Inmself, that of hns chuldien,
some my be dcformed nd others vibous, some
may disg we dnm by then folhes, <ome oficnd Inm
by their msolence, and some cxhaust lnm by their
profuston Il hears 4l this with obstinate ncic-
dulity, wd wonders by what mahgmty old age 1
influcnced, that 1t cmnot forbear to fill hus ears with
predictions of misery

Among otha plewsing eriowss of young mmds, 1
the opimon of then ownimpottance e that his
not yet remuhed how Iittle attention s contem
poraiies can spai¢ hom thewr own afians, concepes
all eyes tuined upon hunscl, and upagines cvary
onc thit apjroaches hun to be an cnemy or a fol-
lower, m admnty ot vspy e theiefore considers
his fame 1s mohed m the event of every action
Many of the virtues wid vices of youth proceed from
this quich schsc of reputation  Ilus it 1s that gives
fumness and constancy, fidchty and dismterestedness,
and 1t 15 this that hindles 1esentment for slight i
juries, nd dictates all the prnciples of sangumay
honour

Y3 But
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But as time biings him foiward mto the world,
he soon discovers that he only shaies famc o1 1c-
proach with mnumeiable partners, that he 15 left
unmaiked n the obscuuity of the ciowd, and that
what he does, whether good or bad, soon gives way
to ncw objects of regard  IJe then easily sets hun-
selt iree fiom the anxietics of 1cputation, and con-
sidets praise o1 censure as a transient breath, winch,
while he heais 1t, 1s passing away, without any lasting
nuschief o1 advantage

In youth, 1t 15 common to measwe right and
wiong by the opmion of the woild, and, mn age, to
act without any mcasure but mteiest, and to lose
shame without substituting vituc

Such 15" the condition of hfe, that something is
always wanting to happmess In youth, we have
warm hopes, which are soon blasted by 1ashness and
negligence, and gicat desigus, which arc defeated by
mexperience  In age, we have hnowledge and piu-
dence without spitit to cyeit, or motives to prompt
them; we arc able to plan schemes, and regulate
measutes, but have not time remaming to bimng
them to completion
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Nuan 197 Tursoay, Icbruamy 4, 1752

Cupus ~ulturis Voc crit caduver? AMant

Sav, to what vulture s shure thus carcase fulls? ' Lzwis

Jo the RANMIBLTR

SIR,

I BI 1 ONG toan order of manhind, consider-
able at least for their pumber, to which vour
notice has never been formally evtended, though
equally entitled to regard with those trflers, who
hve htherto supplied you with topichs of amuse-
ment or mstruction I am, Mr Rambler, n I gacy-
hunter, and, as every man 1s wilhng to think wcll
of the tube m winch his nune 15 regstered, you wall
forse my vamty, of 1 remnd you that the legacy-
huntcr, however degraded by an ill-compounded
appellation 1n our birbuous language, was hnown,
ns 1 am told, i ancient Rome, by the sonorous titles

of Captator and Heercdipeta
NIy father was an attorney i the country, who
marued s masters daughter n hopes of a for-
tunc wiich he did not obtam, humg been, as he
afternards discovered, chosen by her only beeause
she hd no better oflur, and was afmnid of service.
I was the first offsping of a marnage, thus reer-
procilly fiwudulent, and therefore could not be
capected to nhent much digmty or genciosity, and
if T had them not fiom nature, was not likely
cver to attan then, for, m the yers which I spent
14 at
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at home, I never heard any 1ca<on for action oy
foibeaiance, but that we should gawn money or
lose it, nor was tapght any other style ot com-
mendation, than that N1 Sueaker 1s a warm man,
Mr. G'gpe has done his busicss, and needs caie for
nobody

My paients, though otheiwise not @eat philoso-
phers, knew-the toice of caily educaton, and took
care that the blank of my undeistanding should be
filled with 1mpressions of the value of moncy My
mother used, upon all occasions, to wculcate some
salutary axioms, such as might mcite me 70 hecp alat
I had, and get what I could, she mformed me that
we weie 1n a world, wheie @/l must caich that calch
can, and as I giew up, storcd my memory with
decper obseivaticns, restramed me fiom the usual
pucrile expenses, by 1emarkmg that smany a lLitile
made a muckle, and, when I covied the finery of any
of my neighbouis, told me that brag was a good dog,
but holdfast was a better, :

I was soon sagacious enough to discover that I
was not boin to gieat wealth, and having heaid no
other name fo1 happiness, was sometimes mclined to
repinc 4t my condition  But my mother alweys 1e-
hieved me, by saying, that theie was money cnough n
tle famuly, that ot was good to be of Lin to means, that
I had nothing to do but to please my fuends, and I
nught come to hold up iny head with the best squne
1n the countiy »

These splendid evpectations arose fiom our alli-
ance to thiee petsons of considerable fortune My
mother’s aunt had attended on a lady, who, when
Qhe died, rewarded hLer offictousness and fidelity

<

W 1,th
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with a large legacy My father bad two relwtions, of
whom one had bioken s mdentuies and run to sex,
from whence, after an absence of thirty years, he 1c-
turned with ten thousand pounds, and the other bad
lured an heiress out of 1 window, who, dymng of her
firct child had left iim her cstate, on wlhich he Ined,
without any other cue than to collect lus rents, and
preserse from poachers that game wluch he could nog
Lall hsmselt

Ihese hoarders of money were visited nd comted
by all who had any pretence to approich them, and
recerved presents and comphiunents tiom cousms who
could scarcely tell the degiee of then 1chtion  But
we had peculrar advantages, wlich encournged us to
hope, that we should by desrces supplint our com
petitors My father, by s pofession, made him-
selt necessary m ther ffurs, for the salor and the
chambermaid, he mquired out moirtgages and secu-
rittes, and wiote bonds nd contiwets, and had en-
deared hunself to the old woman, who once rashly
lent an hundred pounds without consulting lum, by
mwfoumng her, that her debtor was on the pomt of
baohruptey, nd posting so expeditiously with an ex-
ccution, taat 1l the other tivditors were defrauded

To the squue he wis 1 hind of stew ud, and had
dhstioguished himselt m Ins office by his address 1
raising the 1ents s nfleubility 1 distiessing the
tudy tenwts and his wuteness n settmg the pansh
fice fiom burdensome mbibitants, by sluttmg then
off to some other settlement

Business made hequent attendance necessary  trust
soon produced mtimacy , nd success gwve a daim to
hmdoe <, so that we had opportumty to pacuse 1)l

the
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the arts of flattery and endearment. My mother,
who could not suppert the thoughts of losiirg any
thing, determmed, that all thewr {ortunes <hould
ecntic n me; and, m the prosecution of her schemnces,
took carc to inform me that nothing cost less i/mn
good words, and that 1t 15 comfor table to leap mnto an
estate whieh another has got.

She tramed me by these precepts to the utmost
duetility of obedience, and the closest attention to
profit At an age when other boys are sportmgin
the fields or murmuing m the school, 1 was con-
triving some new mcthod of paymg my comt, in-
quitmg the age of my futme benefactors, or consi-
derng how I should employ thar legacies

It our eageiness of money could have been satisfied
with the possessions of any onc of my relations, they
might perhaps have been obtamed; but as it was
impassible to be always present with all thice, our
competitors were busy to efface any trace of affection
which we might have left behind, and smce thee
was not, on any part, such supeilonty of meuit as
could enforce a censtant and unshaken picference,
whoever was the last that flaticied or obhged had, for
a tune, the ascendant

My rclations mamtamed a rcgular exchange of
comtesy, took caic to miss no oecasion of condo-
fence cr congratulation, and sent presents at stated
times, but bad 1 then hearts not much estcem for
one another The scaman looked with contempt
upon the squire as a milkksop and a landman, who
had lived without knowing the pomts of the eom-
pass, o1 seemg any pait of the world beyond the
county-town; and whenever they met, would talk

5 of
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of longitude nd latitude, and encles 1nd tropichs,
nould scucely tell lim the hom without some men-
tion of the horizon wad meridian, not <how him the
news without deteeting his 1gno1 mce ot the situation
of other countiics

The squire considered the smlor as 4 rude uncul-
trvted savage, with hittle more of human than Iy
form and diverted hnnsclf with his 1gnoance of all
comnmon objects and affurs, when he could persurde
Iim to go mto the field, he alw s evposud humn to
the sportsmen, by sending him to looh for game m
mproper places, and once prevaded upon nm to
he present at the 1aces, only that he nmzht show the
gentlemen how 1 satlor sat upon a horse

Ihe old gentlewoman thought herselt wiset than
both for she Iived with no servant but a maid, and
saved her moncy The othei> were mdeed suffi-
ciently fiugal but the squire could not hwe v ith-
out dogs wnd hoises, and the sallor never suffered the
day to pass but over a bowl ot punch, to which as
he was not ertical m the chore ot s company,
every man was welcome that could 10ar out 2 cately,
or tell a story

All these, however, T was to pleise, an mduous
tash, bat what wil not youth and ararice undertal ¢ ™
1 had an unresisting suppleness ot temper, and an un
satible wish for riches, I was peipetually mstigated
by the ambition of my parents, and assisted occasion-
ally by ther mstiuctions  What these advantages
caabled me to pertorm, shall be told in the ncxt
letter of

Yours, &¢

CarraTOR
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Nums. 198. Saturpay, February 8, 1752.

N sl das Cicus, diers post fata datwr um,
St non wmsans, sy Maro, quad cugam Marry

You've told me, Mwo, whilst you hive,

Y ou'd not a single penny give,

But that whend’er you chance to die,

You'd leave a handsome legacy

Fou must be mad beyond 1cdicss,

If my next wish you cannct guess. I Lrwis.

Afr RAMBLER
SIR,

7 OU, who must have obseived the mclination
w hich almost cveiy man, however unactive or
nsigmficant, discovers of 1epresentng Ins bife as dis-
timpuished by extiaodipary cvents, will not wonder
that Captatcr thmks Ins nanative mportant enough
to be continued  Nothing 15 moic common than lor
those to tease then companions with then history,
who have neither done nov suffered any thing that
can c\cite cunosxty, o afloid mstiuction
As I was taught to flatter with the flist cosays of
speech, and had vary carly lost every other prssion m
the desne of moncey, I began my pursuit with omens
of success, for I dnided my oficiousness so judi-
clausly among my 1clations, that I was equally the
favourite ot all  When any of thcm entcicd the
dooy, I went to welcome him with 1aptuies, when
ke went away, I hung down my head, and somctines
4 entieated
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coticatcd to g2 with lum with o much impoertumty,
that I very nmnonly escaped o consent which I
dreaded oy hoart When at wm annnl entertam
ment they wae Wl together, Iind 2 huder tish but
plicd them so mpartiilly with cuesscs, that nonc
could chuge me with neglect, and when they were
weaized with iy fondness and asthues I was always
disunssed with money to buy plavthings

Iafe cumot be lept at a stwd, the yeas of m-
nocence wd prattle weie soon at an wnd, and other
qualificitions weie neecssary to recommend me to
continuance of hmdncss It Juchily happened that
none of my friends had lugh notions of book lewn
mg  lhe salot hated to <ce tull bove shutup m o
school, when they mnght moie populy be scomyg
the world, and wnlwg then fortunes wd v 15 of
opinion, that wlen the first rules of athinctich were
Lnown, 1l that was nccessary to malc a man com
plete might be lewned on ship board  Lhe squne
only msisted, that so much scholashtp was mdispin
sably necessuy, as might confer ability to draw s
leasc and rcad the comt hands, and the old cham
bermaid declared loudlv her contempt of books, and
her opimon that they only tool the heald oft the many
chance

To umte, 15 well as we could, all thar sy.toms,
Iwas bicd 2t home  Lach was twght to behieve,
thot T followed Ius directions, and 1 guncd lihe
wise, 15 my mother obscived, this adv wtase, that T
nas alwys m the way, fo she had hnown many
favouitte childien ent to schools or acadennes, and
forgotten ,

' Aa
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As T giew fitter to be trusted to my own dis-
crction, I was often despatched upon various pre-
tences to visit my relations, with directions fiom
my parents how to mgratiate myself, and drive away
competitors
I was, fiom my nfancy, considered by the sailor
as a pronusmg genius, because I liked punch better
than wine, and I took carc to improve this piepos-
session by continual inqunies about the ait of navi-
gation, the degree of heat and cold m different
chmates, the piofits of tiade, and the dangers of
shipwreck. I admired the courage of the seamen,
and ganed his heait by impoituning him for a re-
atal of his adventures, and a sight of his foreign
curosities I listened with an appearance of close
attention to stories which I could already repeat, and
at the close never failed to express my resolution to
visit distant countiles, and my contempt of the
cowards and diones that spend all their hives in their
natwve paiish; though I had in icality no desne of
any thing but money, nor ever felt the stimulationy
of cuitosity o1 ardow of adventure, but would con-
tentedly have passed the years of NVestor in receiving
1ents, and lendmg upon moitgages
'The squire I was able to please with less hypo-
cusy, for I really thought it pleasant enough to kill
the game and eatit.  Some aits of falsehood, how-
ever, the hunger of gold peisuaded me to practise, by
which, though no other miscinef was produced, the
puiity of my thoughts was vitiated, and the reve-
1ence of tiuth giadually destioyed. 1 sometimes
puichased fish, and pretended to have caught them;
I hned-
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I hired the countrymen to show me puitridges and
then grve my unde mtelhyence of thar hwunt, I
fearned the seits of hares at mght, and drscovered
them i the moinmg with a <agiaty thit rased the
wonder and cmy of old sportsmen  One only ob-
<truction to the advancement of my reputation I
could never fully smmount, I was naturally ncow wrd,
and was therefore alwavs left shamefully Lehind,
vhen there was & necessity to leap o hedge, to swin
2 mer, or force the horses to their utmost speed, but
s these ewvigencies did not irequently huppen, 1
muntamed my honour with sufficient sucee s, and
was never lcft out of a hunting pty
The old chumbermard w1s not so ccrtamly, nor so
eauly pleased, for she hid no predemnant passion but
asarice, and was therefore cold and inaccessible.  She
had no conception of any virtue m a young man but
that of saving Ius moncy W hen she heard of my
evploits n the field, she would shhe her head, -
quice fiow much I should he the richer for all mv
performances, and lament that such sums should be
spent upon dogs and horses Tt the satlor told her
of my clmation to trel, she was sure there was no
plce like Eaugland, and could not imagine why any
utin that can hve in Ins own country should lewe it
1lus sullen and frigid bemg I found means, however,
to propitiate by frequent commendations of frugality,
and perpetual care to avoid expense
Irom the sailor was our first and tnost considerable
espectation  for he was nicher than the chamber-
maid, and older than the squire  He was so awh
ward and bashful among women, that we concluded
hun
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him secwie fiom matiimony, and the noisy fondness
with which he used to welcome me o lus house, made
us 1magine that he would looh out for no other hicu,
and that we had nothing to do but wait patiently for
his death  But m the midst of our titunph, my
uncle saluted us one moining with a cry of transpoit,
and, clappmg s hand haid on my shoalder. told me,
I was a happy {cllow to have a friend Il ¢ lnm m the
world, for he came to fit me out for a voyage w.th
one of his old acquaintances I twined pale, and
trembled ; my father told hin, that he beheved my
constitution not fitted to the sca; and mv mother,
buisting mto teas, ciied out, that ler hcart would
break if she lost me.  All tlus had no eficet, the
sallor was wholly msusceptine of the softer passions,
and, without 1egard to tcars or arguments, persisted
1n his 1esolution to make me a man.

We werce obliged to comply m appecaiance, and
prepaiations were accordingly made I took leave
of my fiicnds with great alaciity, proclaimed the be-
neficence of my uncle with the highest stiamns of g1a=
t:tude, and 1¢jorced at the oppoitumty now put mto
my hands o gratifying my thust of knowledge. But
a week before the day appomnted for my depaitme
I fell sick by my mother’s dnection, and refused all
food but what she pinately brought me, whenever
my uncle vistted me I was lethaigick or delirous,
but took caie 1 iy 1aving fits to talk mcessantly of
tiavel and merchandize  The room was kept daih ;
the table was filled with wvials and gallipots; my
mother was with difficulty persuaded not to endanger
her life with noctwnal attendancej my father lamented

the
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the loss of the mofits of the voyage, and such
superfluity of artifices was employed, as perhaps
mzht bave discovered the cheat to a man of pe
netration  But the sailor, unacqnamted with sub
tilties and stratazems, was ewily deluded, and as
the ship could not stay for my recovery, sold the
cargo, d left me to re establish my health at
leiswe

1 was sent to regun my flesh 1 2 purer am, lest 1t
should appear never to have been wasted, and i two
months returned to deplore my disappomtment My
uncle piied my dejection wnd bid me prepare myself
agamst net yeal, tor no land lubber should touch s
money,

A repriese hotever was obtained and perhaps
some pew stratigem mght bave succceded another
sprng, but my uncle unhappily made amorout ad
vantes to my mothers mud who to promote so
advantageous a match, discoveied the secrct with
wiich only she had been cotrusted  He stormed,
and raved, and declarmg that he would have herrs of
his own, and not gve lus substance to cheats and
cowards, marricd the gnl m two davs, and has now
fowr cluldien

Conardice 15 always scorned, and deeeat umversally
detested I found my fiiends, if not wholly alien
ated, at lewst cooled n ther aftection the squire,
though he did not wholly discard ne was less fond,
and often nquued when I would go to sea I was
obliged to bear his insults and endcavoured to re
Lindle Ius hindness by 1wsidurty and 1espect, but all
my care was vamn, he died without a wil), and the
estate devolved to the legal herr

Vor VI Z Thus
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Thus has the folly of my paients condemned me
to spend in flattery and attendance those years in
which I mught have been quahfied to place myself
above hope or fear. I am aived at manhood with-
out any useful ait or generous sentiment, and, if the
old woman should Iikewise at last decerve me, am 1n
danger at once of beggary and ignorance

I am, &ec.

CAPTATOR
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Nomn 199 Touspay, Tebruary 11, 1752

Decolsr obscurus vilis, non alle repexam

Cesariem yequm nee candida virguns o1 nat

Colla nec an 1,m splendet per cingula morsu

Sed no a s nigri vudeas mracula saxt

Lune saperat pulchios cultus § qurequed Lows

Indus ttordbus yubra scrutatur w alge CLALDIANLS

Ob cure unprisd and durh the magnet lies
Nor luies the search of avaricious tyes

Nor binds the necl  nor spart les 1n the hair
Nor dintlies the j1eat nor decls the fair
But search the wonders of the dushy stone
And own all gloses of the mine ontdone
Fach grace of form each otnament of state,
Ihar dechs the fur, o1 dinihes the greit

v the R \NIBLLR
SIR,

HOUGI you have seldom digressed hiom
moral subjects, 1 suppose you me not so 11gor
ous or cynical as to deny the value o1 usefulness of
natut1l philosoplv, o1 to have hived m this age of
mquny and expernnent, without any attention to the
wonders every day produced by the polers of mag
netism and the wheels of electriaity At least, I
may be allowed to hope that, since nothing 1, n ore
contrary to moral excellence than envy, you will not
refuse to promote the happmess of othars, mercly

beewse you cannot putate ot then enjovments
In contidence, therefore, that your ignorance has
not made vou an enety to hnowledge, I ofior sou
z2 the
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the honour of mtioducing to the notice of the
publick, an adept, who, having long labowed for
the benefit of manhind, 1s not willing, like too
many of lus predecessors, to conceal lns seciets n
the grave

Many have signahized themselves by melting their
estates m crucibles I was born to no foithne, and
therefore had only my mind and body to devote to
knowledge, and the giatitude of posterity will attest,
that neither mind nor body have been spaied  Ihave
sat whole wecks without sleep by the side of an atha-
nor, to watch the moment of projection, I have made
the first experiment 1 nineteen diving engines of new
construction , I have fallen clcven tunes speechless
under the shock of electricity, I have twice dislo-
cated my lunbs, and once fractured my skull, m
cssaying to fly”, and four times endangered my lite
by submmtting to the transfusion of blood

In the first period of my studies, I exerted the

powers of my body more than those of my mind,
and was not without hopes that fame mught be pur-
chased by a few bioken bones without the toil of
thinking, but having been shatteied by some violent
cxpeniments, and constramed to confine myself to my
books, I passed six and thirty ycais in searching the
treasures of ancient wisdom, but am at last amply
recompensed for all my perseverance

The curiosity of the present race of philosophers,
having been long exeicised upon electiicity, has been

lately tiansfoimed to magnetism, the qualities of the -

'
A

* It 1s sud, that Dr Johnson once lodged in the same house
with a man who brole his legs n #ttempting to fly C

loadstone



N* 199 THT RAMBLLR 341

loadstane have been mvestigated, it not with much
advantage, yetwith great applwse and as the bigh
cst prawse ot art 1s to tnutate nature, 1 hope no man
will think the maleis of astificial magnets celebrated
o1 revercnced above theie de eits

I have for some tune employed myself mn the
ame practice, but with decper hnowledge and mare
cxtensive views  VWhile my contemporarics were
touching needles and rawsing waghts, o1 busymng
themselves with mchination and virmation, 1 hasve
been examimug those qualities of magnetism wlach
may be applied to the accommodation and happmess
of common ife I have left to micriour understandings
the care of conducting the sulor through the hazards
of the ocean and reserved to mysclt the more difficult
and illustrious province of preserving the connubial
compact from v olation, and setting munhind free for
cver from the danger of supposititious cluldren, and
the torments of frutless vigilance and anxious sus
picion

To defraud any man of lus due pranc 1s unworthy
of a philosopher, 1 shall theretore openly coufess,
that 1 owe the first hint of this mestimable secret to
the Rabbt 461 aham Ben Hannase, who, n his ticatice
of precious stones, has let this account of the mag-
net, ROWNONPN &¢  “ The calamita, or load-
* stonc that attract$ 1ron, produces many bad fanta
* sics m man  Women fly from thi stone If
* therefore any husband be disturbed with jealousy,
“ and fear lest hus wife converses with other men,
¢ let him lay this stone upon her while she 15 asleep
#¢ It she be purc, she will, when she wakes, clasp her

z3 “ hushaud
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¢ husband fondly m her aims, butif she be guilty,
“ ghe will fall out of bed, and 1un away ’

When I first read this wondei{ul jasage, I could
not easily concerne why 1t had 1emawmed therto un-
regarded m such a zcalous competition for magnctical
fame It would smely be unjust to suspect that any
of the candidates aic stiangers to the name o1 worhs
of Rabbi Ab1aham, or to conclude, fiom a late edict
of the royal socicty in favour of the Ligfish language,
that philosophy and hiterature are no longer to act m
concert Yet, how should a quality so useful escape
promulgaticn, but by the obscmity of the language
in which it was deliveied® Why are footmen and
chambeinaids paid on every side 50, heepmg sceicts,
which no caution nor expense could secuic fiom the
all-penetiating magpet®  Or, why a1c so many wit-
nesses suminoned, and so many a1 tifices practised, to
discover what so easy an expeciment vould mfallibly
reveal ?

Full of this perplenity, I 1cad the lmes of Abra-
ham to a friend, who advised me not to expose my
Iife by a mad mdulgence of the love of fame, he
warned me by the fate of O1 pheus, that hnowledge
or gemus could give no protection to the mvada of
female prerogatives, assured me that nather the
atmour of Achlles, nor the anuidote of Afithiidutcs,
would be able to preserve me, and counselled me, 1t
I could net hive without 1enown, to attemypt the acqui-
sition of universal empire, in which the honour would
peihiaps be cqual, and the danger certamly be less

I, a solitary student, pretend not to much know-
ledge of the world, but am unwilling to think 1t so
. generally
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generlly corrupt, 15 thit o scheme for the detection
of meontmence should bring any dger upon ats m-
rentor My fitend has mdeed told ne that all the
women will be mv cuemics, and that, however T flatter
nnveelf with hopes of defence fiom the men, I <halt
certamly find my<clf deserted i the hour of danger
Of th~ young men, saud he, <omc will be afraid of
sharmg the disgrace of thar mothus, and some the
danger of then mnstresses, of those who are married,
part arc already convmeed of the falschood of their
wies, and part <hat then eves to avoud conviction,
few cver <ought for virtue m mrriage, and therefore
few will try whether they have found it Almost
€vely man s cirlless o1 tunorous, and to trust 1s
cster and safer thn to txannine

1he ¢ observations diccouraged me, till T began to
constder what reception I was hhely to find among
the Tdies, whom I hue reviewed under the three
classes of maids, wives, and widows, and cannot but
hope that T mny obtam ome countennce among
them  Ihe simgle ladies T suppose unnersally ready
to patroniee iy wicthod, by winch connubnil wiched-
ness way be detected, suiee 1o woman marries with
2 previous design to be unfuthful to her husband
And, to ) cep themn steady m my cause, 1 promise
never to sell one of my magncts to & man who steals
a gnl from school, muris a woman forty years
younzer thin hunscdf, or employs the authonity of
puents to obtun a wite without her own con cnt.

Among the mrmnd ludes, notwithstanding the
wsinwtsons of shindur, yet I recolve to behieve, that
the greater part ate my friends, and amn at least con
vincud, that they who demand the test, and appear on

zZ4 my
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my side, will supply, by their spuit, the deficieney of
their numbers, and that theh enemies will shrink and
quake at the sight of a magncet, as the slaves of Scy-
thia fled fiom the scomge.

The widous will be confederated m my favour by
their curtosity, if not by then ntue, for it may be
observed, that women who have outhved then hus-
bands, always think themselves entiticd to cupetin-
tend the conduct of youno wives, and as they aie
themselves in no danger fiom tlns magnetick trial, 1
shall expect them to be emmently and unanimously
zealous m recominending it

Whith these Lopes I slall, in a shoit tune, ofter to
sale magnets armed with a patticular metallick com-
position, which concentrates thewr virtue, and deter-
mines therr agency It 1s known that the efiicacy
of the magnet, in common operations, depends much
upon its axmatuie, and it cannot be imagined, that
a stone, naked, or cased only m the common manner,
will discover the vuntues ascribed to 1t by Rabbi
Abraham  The sccret of tlus metal I shall carcfully
conceal, and, therefore, am not afraid of imitators,
nor shall trouble the offices with solicitations for a
patent

I shall sell them of different sizes, and vaiious de-
grees of strength I have some of a bulk propar to
be hung at the bed’s head, as scare-crows, and some
so small that they may be easily concealed  Some I
have ground mto oval forms to be hung at watches ;
and some, for the curious, I have sct m wedding-
rings, that ladies may never want an attestation of
then mnocence  Some I can produce so sluggish and
mett, that they will not act befoic the thyd falure;

and
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and others so vigorous and amunated, that they evert
therr nflucnce agunst unlavfiul wishes, if they have
been withnely and dehberately mdulged s ot 15
my practice honestly to tell my customers the pro-
perties of my magnets, I can judge, by ther choice,
of the delicacy of therr sentiments Many have been
content to spare cost by purchasing only the lovest
degree of efhcacy and all have started with terrour
from those which operate upon the thoughts  One
young lidy only fitted on a nng of the strongest
cnerzy, and declared that she scorned to separate her
wishes from her acts, or allow herself to think what
she was forbidden to practice
T am, &c
HervEeTricus
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NuNz. 200. SATURDAY, Fedruary 15, 1752.

Nemo petat modicrs que mittchantvr amicas

A Sencca, gue Piso bonus, qua Cot'a solcbat

Largu, nempe b tules ot fascibns olim

Hlayor habchatur donandi gloira, solum

Poscamus wt cancs erihiter, hoc face, cf esto,

Esto, «& aunc mults, drces ibr pauper amicrs. Jry

Noman expects (for who sn muech a sot

W ho has the tines ne hives in en foint )

What Sercca, what Piso usd to send,

To reise or to support a stnhing fiiend

Those godlik e men, to wanring vutue hind,

Bounty well plie’d, preferr'd, and well design'd,

To all their titles, all that height of pov’,

W inch turns the brans of fools, and fools alone adore
When your poor chent 1s condemn'd ¢ attend,

Tis all we ask, receive hum as a frend

Dcscend to this, and then we ash no moie;

Rich to youisclf, to all beside Le poor. Bowvts,

To the RAMBI.ER.

Mr BamzLre,

UCH 15 the tenderness o infinuty of many
minds, that when any affiiction oppiesses thom,
they bave mumediate 1ecourse to lamentation and
complamt, which, though 1t can only be allowced
reasonebie when cvils adint of 1emcedy, and then only
when addressed to those fiom whom the 1emedy 1s
cxpected. yet seems cven in hopcless and mcwable
disttesses to be natuial, since those by whom 1t 15 not
indulged, mmagine that they give a proot of catraorr
dary {o1titude by suppiessing 1t.

12 1{am
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- T am one of those who, with the Sancho of Cer-
vantes, leave to higher characters the ment of suffer
mg m silence, and give vent without scruple to any
sorrow thitswells i my heart It 1s therefore to me
~ severe aggravation of a ealannty, when 1t 15 such as
in the common opmnion will not jusufy the acerbity
of exclamtion, or support the solemmity of vocal
giet  Yet many puns «ue meident to a man of de-
licacy, which the unfecling world cannot be per-
suaded to pity, and which, when they aue separated
from then peculnr and peisonal cucumstances, will
never be considered as impotant enough to claim
attention, or deserve 1ediess
Of tlns hind will appear to gioss and vulgar ap
prehensions, the miseries which I endured na morn
ng visit to Prospero a man lately rased to wealth by
a luchy project, and too much mtoxicated by sudden
elevation, or too little polished by thought and con-
vasation, to enjoy his picsent fortune with elegance
and decency
We sct out m the world together, and for a long
time mutually assisted each other m our cugencies,
s eithes bappened to have money or nflucnce be-
yond Jus mmednte necessiics  You hnow that
nothi g generally endeais men so much as paiticipa-
tion of dingers and misfortunes, I theicfore always
constdered 7 osper 0 as umted with me in the stiongest
league of hindness, and imagmncd that our firendship
was onlv to be brohen by the hand of death I felt
at his sudden shoot of success an honest and dism-
terested joy , but as I'want no part of lus superflur-
ties am not willing to descend fiom that equality m
which ne hitherto have lived
Our
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Cur mtumacy was 1caarded by me as a dmpensa-
tion ficm ceremoniil viaits, and i was so long bes
fore 1 san i at his new house, that he gently com-
plained of my neglcct, and obliged me to come on a
day appomted I kept my pron is¢, bat found that
the unpatience of my tirend a ose not [ron any desne
to communicate his happiness, but to enjoy bis supe~
ety

When I told my name at the doo, the fvotman
went to sce 11 lus master was at howe, and, by the
tardiness of ms retinn, gd\e;nc 1eas0n to suspeet that
time was taken to deliberate e then mionned me,
that Proespero desired my cempany, and showed the
stanc -se carefally secured by mats fiom the pollution
of my feet  “Lhie best apatents were ostentatiously
set open, that I nught have a distant vicw of the meag-
nificence which I was not pamuted to approach;
and my old friend 1ecerving me with all the wsolence
of condescension at the top of the stans, conducted
me to a back 100m, wheie he told me he always
breakiasted when he bad not great _ompany

On the floor where we sat, lay a carpet covered
with a cloth of which Prospero ordeied his scavant
to bft up a cornes, that I nught contemplate the
brightness ot the colouis, and the clegance o the
teatuie, and asked me whether I had ever seen any
thing so fine before® I did not giatfy Ius folly with
any outcites of admiration, but coldly bade the {foot-
man let down the cloth,

We thensat down, and I began to hope that puide
was glutted with persecution, when Prospor o desied
that I would give the sexvant leave to adjust the cover
of my chair, wlzchwas slipt a hittle aside, to show the

- ) ) damash;

-
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damask he informed me that he had bespohe ordi-
niry chaus for common use, but had becn disap
pomted by s tradesiman 1 put the chau aside with
mv joot and drew another so hastly, that I was
enticated not to rumple the carpet

Breahfast was at last set, 1nd as I was not willing
to ndulge the peesishness that began to ctaze me, [
commended the tev  Prospero then told me, that
another tune I <honld tiste lns finest sort, but tht
e bad only 1 very sma'l quinhty temunmg  aad
reserved 1t for tho e whom he thougnt hunselt obliged
to treat wath puticulor respect.

W hile we wese conversing upon such subyjects s
mmaamation happened to suggest, he fiequently di-
gressed nto diections to the scrvant that wated
a1 made a sheht mquiry after the jeneller o sihver-
smuth, and once 15 I was pursumg an ugmnent
with some degree of earnestness, be stuted fiom bis
posture of attention, and ordered, thit it lord Lofty
called on Iun thit mornmng  he should be shown mto
the best pulow

My patience was yet not wholly subdued T was
willng to prowmote Ins <itistaction, nd thaefors ob-
served that the figues on the dnnt were emmently
protty  Prosporo hid now w opportunity of calling
for lus Dresdear Guna, nluch stys he, 1 always asso
ciate with iy chaed tea lettle  Ihe cups were
brought, I once resolved not to have luoked upon
them but mv curtosity prevuled  Vihen 1 liad ex-
amined them a bttle Prowpero desired e to sct them
down, for they who sere iccustomed only to com
mon dishes seldom hasdied chinn with much care
You will, T Lope, connend my plulosophs, when

Ttell
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I tell you that I did not dash his baubles to the
ground.

He was now so much elevated with lns own gieat-
ness, that he thought some humility necessary to avert
the glance of cnvy, and therefoie told me, with an
an of soft composure that I was not to estimate hfe
by exteinal appearance, that all these shinng acqui-
sitions had added little to Ins happmess, that he still
remembercd with pleasuic the days m which he and
I werc upon the level, and had often, 1 the moment
of reflection, been doubtful, whether he should lose
much by changing lus condition for mine.

I began now to be dfiaid lest his pride should, by
silence and submission, be emboldened to insults that
could not casily be boin, and therefoie coolly con-
sidered how I should repiess 1t without such bitter-
ness of 1eproof as I was yet unwilling to use  But
he nterrupted my meditation, by ashmg leave to Le
dressed, and told me, that he had promised to attend
some ladies n the park, and, if I was gomng the same
way, would take mc i his chailot I had no mcli-
nation to any other favows, and therefore left him
without any intention of scemng him agam, unless
some misfortune should 1estore lus understanding

I am, &c

ASPER.

Though T am not wholly msensible of the provo-
ations which my conespondent has 1ecewved, I can-
‘not altogcther commend the keenness of his resent-
ment, no1 encowage hm to persist n s resolution
of breakmg off all commeice with his old acquamt-
ance.
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ance One of the golden precepts of Pythagoras
directs, that a fiund should not be hated for httle
faults, and surcly he, upon whom nothing wors¢ can
be charged, than that he mats s stairs, and covers
Ius carpet, and sets out Hiis finery to show before
those whom he docs not admit to useit, has yet com-
mutted nothing that should exclude hun from commoa
degrees of hndntss  Such unpropricties oftcn pro-
ceed rather from stupdity thwm mahce  Those who
thus shine only to dazzle, we wfluenced merely by
custom and evample, and nuther examine, nor are
qualified to examine the motives of their onn prie~
tice, or to state the nice hmits between elegance and
ostentation  Fhey are often mnocent of the pan
which thewr sanity produces and msult others when
they hase no worse purpose than to please them-
selves
He that too much refines his delicacy will always
endanger his quict  Of those with whom nature and
virtue oblige us to convar.e, some are 1gnorant of the
art of pleasing, and oflend when they design to ca-
ress, <ome are meghgent, and gratfy thounselves
without regwd to the quet of nnother, some per
haps, are mihicious, and fecl no greater satisfaction
11t prospenty, than that of rasing envy and trampling
mientority  But, whatever e the motne of msult,
it 15 always best to overlook o, for folly scurcely
can desetve resentment, and malice 15 putushed by
ueglect ¥ '
2
* The character of Pro pero 1t 15 umversally achnow ledged

wasintended tor Garrich who bays Mr Hoswell, never entirely
forave 1ts painted sative <
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Nums 201. Tucspay, February 18, 1754,

Sanctus habert
Pronussigue tenar diclis fatisque merers ¥
Agnosco procerem. Jus

Convince the world that you're devout and tiue,

Be justn all you <ay, and all you do,

W hatever be your birth, you're sure to be

A peer of the fizst magnitude to me STrPMEY

OY LE has obseived, that the cieellency of
manufactuies, and the facihity of labour, would
be much promoted, if the vajous expedients and
contrivances which lic concealed mn pivate hands,
were by reciprocal commumications made gencally
known; for theie are few operations that are not per-
formed by one o1 other with some peculiar advantages,
which, though singly of hitle nnportance, would, by
conjunction and concuricnce, open ncw nlets to
knowledge, and give new powers to diligence
There are, 1n like manner, several moial exeellen-
cies distitbuted among the different classes of a com-
mumty It was said by Cigacues, that he never read
more than one book, by which he was not mstiucted ;
and he that shall inquiie after virtue with aidow and
attention, will seldom find a man by whose example
or sentiments he may not be improved
LEvery profession has some essential and appropii-
ate vitue, without which there can be no hope of
honour or success, and which, as it 1s moie or less
culti-

A
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cultwated, confers withm 1ts sphere of actvity dif-
ferent degrees of ment and reputaton  As the
astrologers range the subdivisions of mankind under
the planets which they suppose to influence thur
Tives, the moralist may distribute them 1ccording to
the wirtues which they necessarily practise, and con
sider them as distinguished by prudence or fortitude,
diligence or patience

So much are the modes of cxeellence settled by
time and place, that men may be heard boasting m
one street of that wiuch they would anxiously con-
ceal m another The grounds of scorn and esteem,
the topicks of praise and satire, are varied according
to the several virtucs or vices which the course of life
has disposed men to admire or abhor, but he whos
solicitous for his own mmprovement, must not be
himited by Jocal reputation, but sclect from every
tribe of mortals their characteristical virtues, and
constellate i nmself the scattercd graces which shine
single in other men

The chief praise to which a trader espires 1s that
of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous observance
of commercral engagements, nor 15 there any vice
of which he ¢0 much dreads the woputation, #s of
neghgence and mstability  This 1s a qualty winch
the nterest of manhind requires to be diffused
through all the rinks of Iife, but which many seem
to consider as a vulgar and 1gnoble virtue below
the ambition of greatness or attention of wit, scascely
requisite among men of gayety and spint, and sold

at its highest rate when 1t 1s sactificed to a frohck or
a )est

Vou VI Aa Every
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Every man has daily occasion to remark what vexa-
tions aise fiom this puvilege of deceiving one ano-
ther. The active and vivacious have so long dis-
damed the 1cstamts of tiuth, that promises and
appomtments have lost their cogency, and both
paities neglect then stipulations, because cach con-
cludes that they will be broken by the other

Neghgence 1s first admtted i small affans, and
stiengthened by petty indulgences  IJe that 15 not
yet hardencd by custom, ventuies not on the viola-
tion of impoitant engagements, but thinks himself
bound by lus word in cases of propeity or danger,
though he allows himself to forget at what tiune he
is to mect ladies in the park, or at what tavein his
friends are expecting him. ‘

This laxity of honour would be more tolerable,
if 1t could be restiamed to the play-house, the ball-
room, o the caid-table; yet even there 1t 1s suf-
ficiently tioublesome, and darkens those moments
with expectation, suspense, and resentment, which
are set aside for pleasure, and fiom which we natu-
rally hope for unmmgled enjoyment, and total 1e-
laxation  But he that suffers the shightest breach in
his morality, can scldom tell what shall enter it, or
how wide 1t shall be made, when a passage is open,
the mflux of corruption 1s every moment wearing
down opposition, and by slow degrees deluges the
heart

_Aliger entered the woild a youth of lively imas
gination, extensive views, and untamted prnciples,
His cuniosity mated him to 1ange fiom place to
place, and tiy all the varetics of conveisation; his

5 clegatice
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clegancé of address and feitihity of 1deas ganed him
friends wherever he appeared, or at least he found
the genemi Lindness of reception always shown to a
oung man‘whose birth and fortune give hun a claim
1o hotict and who has neither by vice or folly de
stroyed hus privileges Abhgér was pleased with this
general smule of maphind, and was mdustricus to
preserve 1t by comphance and officiousness, but did
not suffer his desire of pleasing to vitiate his inte-
gnty Tt was hns established masmm that a promse
1s never to be broken, nor was 1t without long re
luctance that he once suffered himself to be diawn
away from a festal engagement by the importunity
of another company
He spent the evening, as 1s usual m the rudi-
ments of vice, 1 perturbation and imperfect en
joyment, and met s disappomnted friends n the
mormng with confusion and excuses His compa
nions, not atcustomed to such scrupulous anxety,
Jaughed at s uneasmess, compounded the offence
for a bottle, gave um courage to breah his word
agafn, and again levied the penalty He ventured
the same expenment upon another society, and
found them 'equally ready to consider 1t as a vemal
fault, always mecident to 2 man of quichness and
gayety, till, by degrees, he began to think himself
at’hiberty to follow the last invitation, and was no
longer shocked at the turpitude of falsehood He
made no difficulty to promise his presence at dis
tant places, and 1f lstlesness happened to creep
upon )lum, would sit at home with great tranquil
lity, and has often sunk to sleep n a char, whild
i AA2 he
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he held ten tables in continual expectations of his
entrance

It was so pleasant to hve m perpetual vacancy,
that he soon dismussed his attention as an uscless in-
cumbiance, and resigned himself to carclesness and
disstpation. without any icgmd to the futurc o1 the
past, o1 any other motnc ot action than the impulsc
of a sudden desne, o the attiaction of immediate
pleasure  The absent weic nnmediately foigotten,
and the hopes or fecars fclt by others, had no influ-
ence upon Jus conduct lie was in speculation
completely just, but ncver hept his promise to a
weditor , he was benevolent, but always decewved
those friends whom he undertook to patromze o
assist; he was prudent, but suffeied s affairs to be
embairassed for want of 1egulating his accounts at
statcd times e courted a young lady, and when
the settlements wcic diawn, took a ramble into the
country on the day appomted to sign them Idc
resolved to travel, and sent lus chests on ship-
board, but delayed to follow them till he lost his
passage He was summoned as an evidence m a
cause of great impoitance, and loitered on the way
till the tral was past. It as said that when he
had, with geat cxpense, foomed an interest mn a
borough, lis opponent contrived, by some agents
who hnew lis temper, to lure him away on the
day of election.

His benevolence draws him mto the commission
of a thousand ciimes, which otheis less kind or
civil would escape IHis cowtesy invites apphca-
tion, his promises produce dependants; he has his

pockets



A2 THE RAVMBLER 357

pochets filled with petitions, which he mtends <ome
time to deliver and enforce, and his table covered
with letters of request, with which he purposes to
comply, ut time shps impercephibly away, while
he 15 aeither wdle or busv, his frends lose their op-
portumties, and charge upon hun their m carnages
and calamiues

This character, however contemptible, 15 not pe-
culiar to Ahger  "They whose activity of anagma-
tion 15 often shiiting the scenes of espectation, are
fiequently subject to such sallies of caprice as make
all their actions forturtous destroy the value of their
fuendsﬁlp, obstruct the efficacy of thewr vitues, and
set them below the meanest of thosc that persist in
therr resolutions, execute what they design, and per-
form what they have promsed

AAg
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Tiom no affliction is the poor exempt,

1le thinks each eye surveys hum with contempt,
Unmanly poverty subdues the heart,

Canhers each wound, and shupens ev’ry dart I Lrwrs.

. A MONG those who have cndeavourcd to pro-
mote learning, and iectify judgment, it has
been long customary to complam of the abuse of
woids, which aie often admitted to sigmfy things so
different, that, mstcad of assisting the understanding
as velicles of knowledge, they produce eirour, dis-
sension, and perpleaity, because what 1s affirmed in
one sense, 1s 1eceived i another
Jf this ambiguity sometimes embairasses the most
solemn contioversics,-and obscures the demonstia-
tions of science, 1t may well be expected to infest
the pompous peiiods of declaimeis, whose purpose
15 often only to amuse with fallacies, and change the
colouts of tiuth and falsehood, o1 the musical com-
positions of pocts, whose style 1s professedly figura-
tive, and whose heait 1s unagined to consist n dis-
torting words fiom their o11ginal meaning,
There are few words of wlnch the 1cader believes
himself better to know the import than of poverty

. yet,
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yet, whoever studies either the pocts or pilp<ophers,
will find sach 1n account of the condition expressed
by that term as lis expericnce or obsersation will
not easily discover to be true  Tn tead of the mean
ness, distress, complunt, anxicty, and dependance,
phich have ntherto been combised m Ius 1deas of
poverty, hewill read of content, mnocence, and cheer-
fulness, of health and safety, tmnquillity and freedom,
of pleasures not hnown hut to men uncncumbered
with poscessions, and of sleep that sheds hns balsaimeh
anodynes only on the cottage  Such are the blessings
to be obtained by the resigmtion of riches, that hings
moght deseend from  their thrones, and gencruls
retire from a tnumph, only to slumber undisturbed
mn the elysium of poserty

If these nuthors do not decene us, notling can
be more absurd than that perpetual contest for wealth
which heeps the world in commotion, nor any com
plaints morc justly censured than those which proceed
from want of the gifts of fortune, whieh we are taught
by the great musters of moral wicdom to consider ns
golden shackles, by which the wearer 15 at once dis
abled and adorned, as luscious poisons which may
for o time please the palate, but <oon betray their
mahgmty by languor and by pan

It 15 the great prvilege of poverty to be happy
uncnvicd, to be healthful without physich, and secure
without n guard, to obtan from the bounty of nature
what the great and wealthy are compelled to procure
by the help of artists and attendants, of flattcrers
md spies

But 1t will be found upon a nearer view, thui
they who extol the happiess of poverty, do not
. AA4 mean
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mean the same statc with those who deplore 1its
miseiies  Poets have their imaginations filled with
ideas of magnificence; and being accustomed to
contemplate the downfal of empires, or to contrive
forms of lamentations fo1 monaichs in distiess, rank
all the classes of mankind in a state of poverty, who
make no approaches to the dignity of crowns. To
be poor, mn the epick language, is only not to com-
mand the wealth of nations, nor to have fleets and
aimics I pay

Vanmty has pethaps contiibuted to this impro-
priety of style Ile that wishes to become a philo-
sopher at a cheap rate, casily gratifies his ambition
by submutting to poverty when he does not feel 1,
and by boasting his contempt of riches, when he
has alicady more than he enjoys. Hc who would
show the extent of his views, and grandeur of his
conceptions, or discover his acquamtance with splen-
dour and magnificence, may talk like Cowley, of an
humble station and quiet obscunty, of the paucity
of nature’s wants, and the inconveniencies of super-
fluity, and at last, ike hun, hnut his desires to five
hundred pounds a ycar, a foitune, indeed, not exu-
berant, when we compare it with the expenses of
pride and luxury, but to which 1t little becomes a
philosopher to affix the name ot poverty, since no
man can, with any propriety, be termed poor, who
does not see the greater part of manhind richer than
himself.

As little 1s the general condition of human hfe un-
deistood by the panegyrists and historians, who amuse
us with accounts of the poveity of heroes and sages.
Riches are of no value in themselves, their use 1s dis-

covered
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vo cred only i that which thev procure  They are
not coveted, unless by narrow understandings which
contound the nens with the end  but for the suke of
power, nfluence, and esteem, or, by some of less
clevated and refined sentunents, us neeessary to sen-
sual enjoyment.

The pleasures of luxury, many have, without un-
common virtue, been able to despisc, esen when
aflluence and 1dlene.s hasve concurred to tempt then,
and therefore Le who fecls notht 13 fiom indigenee but
the wast of gratifications wlich e could nat w any
other condition make consistent wilh innocence, has
given no proof of eimment paticnce.  Lsteem and an
fluence every man destres, but they are equally plevs-
wy and equully valuible, by whateser means they
are obtained, ind whoeser has found the art of

~securning them without the help of money, ought, i
rcality, to be accounted yich, smce lie has all that
riches can purchase to a wise man  Cwicwnnatus,
though he Ined upon a fuw acres cultnated by lus
own hnnd, was suficiently removed from all the evils
generally comprehended under the name of poverty,
when lus reputation was such, that the voice of lus
country celled Inm from Ius farm to take absolute
command mto Iis hand, nor was Diggenes much
mortified by Ins residence m a tub, where he was
honoured with the visit of Aletander the Great,

The same fallacy has concibated veneration to the
religious orders  When we behold a man abtheating
the hope of terrestrial possessions, and precluding
himsclf, by an wrrevocable vow, from the pursust and
acqusition of all that lus fellow bengs consider as
worthy of wishes and endeavours, we are mumediately

struck
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struck with the purnty, abstaction, and firmness of
his mind, and regard hin as wholly employed m se-
curmg the mterests of futunty, and devoud of any
other care than to gan at whatever piice the surest
passage to cteinal rest .

Yet, what can the votary be justly said to have lost
of his present happmess®  If heyesides ma convent,
he converses only with men whose condition 1< the
same with hus own; he has, fiom the mumficence of
the founder, all the nceessaries of life, and 15 safe fiom
that destitution, which Iooker declares to he such an
mmpediment o co tue, as, 1l at be 1 emoved, sifforcth
w0t the mnd of man to admut any other care.  All
temptations to cnvy and compctition aic shut out
from his 1eticat, heis not pammed with the sight of
unattainable digmty, nor insulted with the bluster of
insolence, or the snule of foiced fanmbanty. If he
wandeis abioad, the sanctity of lus character amply
compensates all other distinctions, heis seldom scen
but with 1everence, nor heard but with submission.

It has been 1emaiked, that death, though often
defied m the field, seldom fails to teirify when 1t ap-
proaches the bed of sichness m jts natural hoiiow :
so poverty may casily be endured, while associated
with digiity and 1eputation, but will always be shun-
ned and dreaded, when 1t is accompanicd with
jgnommy and contempt,

L3
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Noup 203 Turspay, Febuary 25, 1752
[ .
Cum colet la dies que nid msy corporas hujus

Jus habet, wncerds spatwm miks friat ave Oup '

Come snon or late death sundetermind day,
‘Inls mortal being only can decay WELSTED

3

T scems to be the fate of man to seek all his con-
i+ solations m futurity  The tune present 1s seldom
able to fill desire or imagination with immediate en-
joyment, and we are forced to supply 1t> deficiencies
by recollection or anticipation

Lvery one has so often detected the fallaciousness
of hope, and the mconvemence of teaching himself to
expect what a thousand accidents may preclude, that,
when time has abated the confidence with which
youth rushes out to take possession of the world, we
endeavour, or wish, to find entertainment i the re-
view of hife, and to 1epose upon real facts and certain
expenence  This 15 perhaps one reason, among
smany, why age delights in narratives

But so full 15 the world of calammty, that every
source of pleasure 1s polluted, and every retirement
of tranquiility disturbed  When tune has supphed
us with events suffivent to employ our thoughts, 1t
has mingled them with 50 many disasters, that we
shrink from their remembrance, diead their intrusion
upon our mnds, and fly from them as from enemtes
that pursue us with torture

No
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No man past the middle point of life can sit down
to feast upon the pleasures of youth without finding
the banquet embittered by the cup of sotiow; he
may tevive lucky accidents, and pleasmg estiava-
gandies, many days of harnless fiolick, o mights of
honest festivity, will perhaps vecur, or, if he bas
been engaged n scenes of action, and acquainted
with aftans of difficulty and vicissitudes ot fortune,
be may cnjoy the nobler pleasiie of looking back
upon distiess firmly suppoited, dangers resolutely
encounteied, and opposition artfully defeated. Aineas
propetly comforts lus companions, when, after the
hariours of a storm, they have Janded on an unhnown
and desolate countty, with the hope that their musc-
ries will be at some distant tune 1ecounted with de-
Hight. There are few higher giatifications than that
of 1eflection on surmounted cvils, when they were not
incuried nor profiacted by ow {fault, and neither
reproach us with conardice nor guwilt.

But this fehaty 1s almost always abated by the re-
flection that they with whom we should be most
pleased to shaie it aic now 1 the glave. A few
years make such havack m human generations, that
we soon see owselves deprived of those with whom
we entered the woild, and whom the participation of
pleasures o fatigues had endeaied to omr i1emem-
brance ‘Ibe man of enteipiise 1ecounts his adven-
tures and expedients, but 1s forced, at the close of the
relation, to paya sigh to the names of those that con-
tubuted to his.success ; he that passes us Ife among
the gayer part of mankind, has lus 1emembrance
stoved with remarks and repaitces of wits, whose
spughtliness and menment are now lost m perpetual
‘ silence ;
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silence, the trder, whose mdustey Tas supplied the
want of mheritance, repines in soltary plenty at the
absence of compantons, with whom he had planacd
out amusements for his latter vears, and the scholar,
whose ment, after a long scries of cfforts ruses hun
from obscunty, looks round n van from his exalta-
tion for Ins old friends or encunes, whose applause or
mortification would hesghten Ius trumph

Among Alar twl's requisites to happiness 15 Res
non parta labor¢, sed relicta, an estate not ganed by
jndustry, Lut Jeft by mhentance. It s necessiry to
the completion of every good, thit it be tincly ob,
tamed, for whatever comes at the close of hife wily
come too Jate to ghe much dehight, yet all human
happmess has its defiets Ot what we do not gam
for our«elies we have only a funt and smperfect frut
tion, because we cinnot comp e the dificrence be-
tueen want and possession, or at least can demve
from 1t no conviction of our own abilitics, nor any
mcrease of self esteem, what we acquire by bravery
or science, by mnental or corporal diligence, comes at
last when we cannot counnunicate, and thercfore
ctnnot enjoy 1t.

Thus every penod of hife 1s oblized to borrow its
happmess from the tune to come  In youth we have
nothing past to entertamn us, and 1n age, we derne
httle from retrospect but hopeless sorrow  Yet the
future hikewise has ats Innits, which the unagination
dreads to approach, but which we sce to be not far
distant.  The loss of our frends and companions
mmpresses hourly upon us the nceessity of our own
departure, we know that the schemes of man ars
quickly ot an end, that we must soon lie down 1n the

grave
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grave with the foigotten multitudes of former ages,
and yield our place to others, who, like us, shall be
driven a wlile by hope or fear, about the surface of
the earth, and then like us be lost in the shades of
death

Beyond this termination of our material existence,
we are therefore obheed to extend our hopes; and
almost every man indulges his mmagination with
somethung, which 1s not to happen all he has changed
s manner of hemg- some amuse themselves with
entails and settlements, provide for the perpétuation
of famlies and honours, or contrive to obwiate the
dissination of the fortunes, which it has been their
business to accumulate; others, moie refined or ex-
alted, congratulate then own heaits upon the future
extent of thes reputation, the ieverence of distant
nations, and the giatitude of unprejud.ced posterity.

They whose souls aie so chamed down to coffers
and tenements, that they cannot conceive a state in
which they shall look upon them with less solicitude,
are seldom attentive o1 fleutble to arguinents; but
the votaiics of fame =e capable of reflection, and
therefore may be called to reconsider the probability
of therr expectations,

Whether to be 1emembeied m 1emote times be
worthy of a wise man’s wish, has not yet been satis-
factorly decided, and, mndeed, to be long rcmem-
bered, canhappen toso small' a number, that the bulk
of mankind has very httle interest 1 the question.
There 15 never 100m 1 the woild for more than a
ctrtam quantity or measuie of 1enown  The neces<
sary business of hfe, the immediate pleasures or pans
of everycondition, leave us not leisure beyond a fixed
) propoition
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propottion for contemplations which do not foicibly
mfluence our present welfare  When this vacaity 1s
filled, no characters ¢an be admitted mto the circu-
latich of fame, but by occupymyg the place of some
that must be thrust into oblivion The eye of the
mind, hike that of the Lody, can only extend its view
to new objects, by losing «ight of those which are
now before 1it. ¢ r s .

Reputation 1> therefore 2 metcor, which blazes 2
while afd disappears for ever, nd, if we cieept a
few transcendent and mvincible names, which no re
volutions of opmion o1 length of time 1s able to sup
mess, all those that engage our thoughts, ot diversify
our comversation, a1c every moment hasting to obscu
rity, as new favourites arc adopted by fashion

It 15 not therefore fiom this wold, that any ray of
comfort can proceed, to cheer the gloom of the last
hour But futurity has still 1ts prospects, there 1s
yet happmess m reserve, which, if we transfer our at-
tention to 1t, will support us i the puns of disease,
and the languor of decay This bappiness we may
expect with confidence, because 1t 1s out of the power
of chance, and may be attaned by all that smcerely
desire and earnestly pursue 1t On this therefore
every mind ought finally to rest Hope 1s the chief
blessing of man, and that hope only 1s rational, of
wlnch we are certam that it cannot decene us
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Nunmp. 204. SATURDAY, February 29, 1752.

Nemo tam divos habut faventes,
Crastinum ut possit sy pollicers, Serrea.

Of heaven's protection who can be
So confident to utter this—?
"To-morrow § will spead an blice, F. Lrwis.

EG ED, lord of Ethiopia, to the inhabitants of

the woild: To the sons of preswmpt.on, humility
and fear; and to the daughters of sorrow, content
and acquescence.

Thus, m the twenty-scventh year of his reign,
spoke Svged, the monaich of forty nations, the dis-
tributor of the waters of the Nie: ¢ At length,
“ Seged, thy tods are at an end , thou hast reconciled
disaffection, thou hast suppressed rebellion, thou
hast paufied the jealousies of thy courtiers, thou
hast chased war from thy confines, and erected
fortiesscs m the lands of thy cnemies  All who
“ have offended thee, tiecmble m thy presence, and
“ wherever thy voice is heaid, it 1s obeyed Thy
thione 15 suniounded by ainmes, numerous as the
locusts of the suinmer, and 1esistless as the blasts
of pestilence  Thy magazines aie stored with am-
munition, thy treaswies overflow with the tribute
of conquered kingdoms — Plenty waves upon thy
fields, and opulence ghtters m thy cities Thy
nod 1s as the eaithquake that shalkes the moun-
tams, and thy smile as the dawn of the vernal day-

{3 In
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« In thy hand 1s the strength of thousands, and thy
# health 1s the health of milhons Thy palace 15
<« gladdened by the song of prase, and thy path per
« fymed by thebreath of benedicion  Thy subjects
“ gaze upon thy greatness, and think of danger or
“ misery no more  Why, Seged wilt not thou par
“ take the blessings thou bestonest. W hy shouldst
“ thou only forbear to rejorce 1 this general felicty ?
¢ Whyshould thy face be clouded with anxicty, when
¢ the meanest of those who call thee suvereign, gives
“ the dayto festivity, and the might to peace? At
< length, Seged, reflect and be wise  What 15 the
“ mft of conquest but safety? Why are riches col-
“ Jected but to purchase happmess?®

Seged then ordered the house of pleasure, bult n
an 1sland of the lake of Dambea to be prepared for
Iisreception  “ I'will retire, says he, “for ten duys
¢ from tumult and care, from counsels and decrees
“ Long quiet 15> not the lot of the governors of na-
“ tions, but a cessation of ten days cannot be demed
“ me Ths short mterval of happmess may surely
be secmed from the mterruption of fear ar per-
plesity, sorrow or disappomtment I will exclude
all trouble from my abode, and remove from mv
thoughts whatever may confu.e the harmony of
“ the concert, or abate the swectness of the banquet
“ T will fill the whole capacity of my soul with en
“ joyment, and try what it 1s to live wathout a wish
“ unsatished ’

Inafew days the orders nere performed, and Stged
hasted to the palace of Damben which stood n an
ssland cultvated only for pleasure, planted with every
flower that spreads 3 coldurs to the sun, and everv

Vor VI Ba shiub
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shrub that sheds fragiancc in the air.  In one part of
this extensive garden, were open walks for excursions
in the moinmyg, in another, thick moves, and silent
aibows, and bubbling fountans, for 1epose at noon.
All that could solace the sense, or flatter the fancy,
all that mdustiy could extoit fiom nature, or wealth
fuumsh to ait, all that conquest could scize, or bene-
ficence athiact, was collected together, and every pei-
ception of dehght was excited and gratified.

Into this dehicious region Seged summoned all the
peisons of his court, who seemed enunently qualified
to 1ecave or communicate pleasuie. Ilis call was
1eadily obeyed, the young, the fair, the vivacious.
and the witty, were all in haste to be sated with
fehcity They sailed jocund over the lahe, which
scemed to smooth its surface befoie them: Thei
passage was cheered with musick, and their hcarts
dilated with expcctation

Seged, landing here with his band of pleaswe, de-
termined from that hour to break off all acquaint-
ance with discontent, to give hig heart for ten days
to case and jollity, and then fall back to the com-
mon state of man, and suffer his life to be diversificd.
as before, with joy and soirow.

He mmmediately entered his chamber, to consida
wheie he should begin hus encle of happiness. He
had all the aitists of delight before him, but knew
not whom to call, since he could not enjoy one, but
by delaymg the peiformance of another. He chose
and 1¢ejected, he resolved and changed Ius resolution,
till his faculties were hai assed, and lus thoughts con-
fused, then seturned to the apartment where his
presence was expected, with languid eyes and clouded

counte-
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countenance, and spread the nfection of uncasiness
over the whole assembly  He observed their depres

sion, and vas offended, for he found his vexation mn

creased by those whom he expected to dissipate and
relieve 1t He retired agamn to fus prvate chamber,
and <ought for consolation m s own mind, onc
thought flowed 1n upon another a long suceession
of mmages seized his sttention, the moments erept
mmpereeptibly avay through the gloom of pensive-
ness, till, having recovered his tranquillity, he lifted
up his head, and saw the lahe brightened by the set

ting sun  “ Such,’ smd Seged sighmg 15 the
« Jongest day of human existence Before we have
* Jearned to use 1it, we find 1t at an end”’

The regret which he felt for the loss of so greata
part of his first day, took from lum all disposition to
enjoy the evenng, and, after having endeavoured,
for the sake of his attendants, to force an an of
gayety, and excite that mirth w hich he could not share,
he resolved to refer Ins hopes to the neat mormng
and lay down to partahe with the slaves of labour
and poverty the blessing of sleep

He rose carly the second morning, and resolved
now to be happy  He therefore fised upon the gate
of the palace an edict, importing, that whoever,
during e days, should appear 1n the presence of
the hing with a dejected countenance, or utter any
expression of discontent or sorrow, should be driven
for ever from the palace of Dambea

This edict was immediately matde hnown m every
chamber of the court, and bower of the gardens
Murth was fiighted away, and they who were before
dancing i the lawns, or singing m the shades, were

BB 2 of
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at once engaged in the caie of regulating their looks,
that Seged might find his will punctually obeyed, and
see none among them hable to bamishment

Seged now met evary face settled n a smile; but
a smile that betraycd solicitude, timdity, and con-
sttaint  He accosted Ius favountes with famihanty
and softness, but they durst not speak without pre-
meditation, lest they shquld be convicted of discon-
tent or sorrow  He proposed diveisions, to which no
objection was made, because objection would have
implied uneasiness, but they weic 1egarded with -
difference by the courtiers, who had no other desire
than to signalize themselves by clamoious caultation.
He offered vaiious topicks of conveisation, but ob-
tamncd only forced jests, and laboitous laughter , and,
after many attempts to ammate his tiamn to confi-
dence and alaciity, was obliged to confess to hmself
the impotence of command, and 1esign another day
to guef and disappomtment.

Ie at last 1elieved his companions from their ter-
10urs, and shut himself up in his chamber to ascertain,
by different measures, the felicity of the succeeding
days At length he threw huuself on the bed, and
closed his eyes, but imagined, n lus sleep, that his
palace and gardens were overwhelmed by an munda-
tion, and waked with all the teriows of a man stiug-
gling in the water He composed himself agam to
rest, but was affrighted by an imagmnary iwriuption
into his kingdom, and striving, as is usual in dreams,
without ability to move, fancied himself betiayed to

s enemies, and agam started up with horrour and
indignation.

It was now day, and fear was so stiongly im-
pressed on his mind, that he could sleep no more,

2 He
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He rose, but ns thoughts were filled with the de-
luge and imvasion, nor was he able to disengage lus
attention, or mngle with vacancy and ease m any
amusement At length his perturbation gave way to
reason, and he resolved no longer to be harassed by
vistonary miseries, but, before this resolution could
be completed, half the day had elapsed He felt a
new conviction of the uncertamty of human schemes,
and could not forbear to bewail the weakness of that
bemng, whose quiet was to be interrupted by vapours
of the fancy Having been_first disturbed by a
dream, he afterwards grieved that a dream could
disturb him  He at last discovered that lus terrours
and gnef were equally vam, and that, to lose the
present 1n lamentimg the past, was voluntanly to pro-
tract 2 melancholy vision  The third day was now
dechnmg, and Seged agun resolved to be happy on
the morrow

Nums 205 Tuvrspay, Maich 3, 1752

Polat ambriguss
Mobihs alis hora nec ull
Preaflat velox fortuna fidem SCAvECA

On fickle wings the minutes haste

And fortune » favours never last T Lzuis
1]

ON the fourth morning Seged rose early, refreshed

with sleep, vigorous with health, and eager with
expectation  He entered the garden, attended by the
! BB 3 princes
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princes and ladies of his court, and seeing nothing
about lnm but airy cheerfulness, began to say to lus
heart, “ This day shall be a day of pleasme” 'The
sun played upon the water, the birds warbled in the
goves, and the gales quiveicd among the bianches.
e 1oved fiom walk to walk as chance directed lim,
and somctimes listened to the songs, somctimes
mingled with the dancers, somctimes lct loose lus
mmagination m flights of meinment; and sometimes
uttcrted gave reflections, and sententious maxims,
and feasted on the adiniration with which they were
1ecerved

Thus the day rolled on, without any accident of
vexation, or intiusion of melancholy thoughts. All
that Leheld hin caught gladness from his looks, and
the sight of happimess conferied by lmself filled his
heait with satisfaction . But having passed three hours
in this haimless luaury, he was alarmed on a sudden
by an universal scream among the women, and turn-
g back, saw the whole assembly flying 1n confusion.
A young crocodile had 11sen out of the lake, and was
ranging the garden m wantonness_ or hunger. Seged
beheld him with indignation, as a disturber of s
feliaity, and chased him back mto the lake, but could
not persuade his retinue to stay, or free then heaits
fiom the teriour which had seized upon them. The
princesses inclosed themselves m the palace, and could
yet scaicely believe themselves m safety. Every at-
tention was fixed upon the late danger and escape,
and no mind was any longer at leisure for gay sallies
or carcless prattle

Seged had now no other employment than to con-
template the mnumerable casualties which lie n am-

5 bush
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bush on every side to intercept the happiness of man,
and break m upon the hour of delght and tranquil-
ity He had, however, therconsolation of thinhing,
that he had not been now disappomted by lus own
fault, and that the accdent which had blisted the
hopes of the day mmght easily be prevented by future
caution s

That he mght provide for the pleasure of the next
mormng he resolved to repeal Ius penal edict, since
he had already found that discontent and melancholy
were not to be frighted away by the threats of autho-
nty, and that Pleasure would only reside where she
was exempted from control e therefore inwited
all the compamons of his retreat to unbounded plea
santry, by proposing prizes for those who should, on
the following day, distmgwish themselves by any
festive performances, the tables of the antechamber
were covered with gold and peals, and robes and
garlands decreed the rewards of those who could
rehine elegance or heighten pleasure )

At this display of niches every eye immediately
sparhled, and every tongue was busied i celebrating
the bounty and magnificence of the emperor But
when Seged entered, m hopes of wncommon enter-
tamment from umversal emulation, he found that any
passion too strongly agitated, puts an end to that
tranquillity which 15 necessary to mirth, and that the
mind that 15 to be moved by the gentle ventilations
of gayety, must be first smoothed by a total calm
Whatever we ardently wish to gam, we must, mn the
same degree, be afrard to lose, and fear and pleasure
cannot dwell together

1 !
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All was now care and solicitude. Nothing was
done or spoken but with so visible an endeavour at
peifection, as always failed to delight, though it
sometimes forced admiration And Seged could not
but observe with sorrow, that his prizes had more
influence than himself ~ As the evening approached,
the contest grew niore earnest, and those who were
forced to allow themsclves excelled, began to dis-
cover the mahignity of defeat, fust by angry glances,
and at last by contemptuous murmurs ~ Seged hke-
wise shared the anniety of the day, for, considering
himself as obliged to distribute with exact justice the
prizes which had been so zealously sought, he duist
never 1emit his attention, but passed his time upon the
rack of doubt, in balancing different kinds of ment,
and adjusting the claims of all the competitors

At last, knowing that no exactness could satisfy
those whose hopes he should disappoint, and thinking
that, on a day set apart for happmess, it would be
cruel to oppress any heart with sorrow, he declared
that all had pleased him alike, and dismissed all with
presents of equal value.

Seged soon saw that his caution had not been able
to avord offence They who had beheved them-
selves secure of the Iughest prizes, were not pleased
to be levelled with the crowd; and though, by the
liberahity of the king, they received more than his
promuse had entitled them to expect, they departed
unsatisfied, because they were honoured with no
distinction, and wanted an oppoitunity to triumph
in the mortification of thewr opponents. * Behold
“ here,” smd Seged, “ the condition of him who
“ places his happmess m the happiness of others.”

He
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He then retired to meditate, and, w Inle the courtiers
were repming at his distnbutions, saw the fifth sum
go down m discontent

The next dawn renewed his resolution to be
happy DBut having learned how Iittle he could
effect by settled schemes or preparatory measures, he
thought 1t best to give up one day entircly to chance,
and left every one to plea<e and be pleased his own
way

Tius relaxation of regulanty diffused a general
complacence through the whole court, and the
emperor nnagmed, that he had at last found the
secret of obtammg an interval of fehaty  But as
he was roung m this carcless assembly with equal
carelesness, he overhieard one of his courtiers m a
closc arbour murmuring alone W hat ment has
 Scged above us, that we should thus fiar and
“ obey hun, a man, whom, whatever he may have
« formerly performed, lus lusury now shows to hne
¢ the same weakness with oursclves This charge
affected him the more, 1s 1t was uttered by ong
whom he had elnays observed among the most abject
of lus flatterers At first Ins dignation prompted
hm to severity, but reflecting that what was
spoken, without mtention to be heard, was to be
considered as only thought, and was, pethaps, but
the sudden burst of casual and temporary vexation,
he imvented somne decent pretence to send him anay,
that his retreat right not be tanted with the breath
of envy, and, after the struggle of deliberation was
past, and all desue of revenge utterly suppressed,
passed the evening not only with tranquilintv, but-

triumph,
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tiiumph, though none but lumsclf was conscious of
the victory.

The 1emembiance of lus clemency cheered the
begmnmg  of the seventh day, and nothmg hap-
“pened to distub the pleasmie of Seged, nill, looking
on the tiee that shaded lum, hc 1ecollected, that
under a tiec of the same hind he had passed the
night after lus defeat mn the hingdom of Gowma.
The 1cflection on his loss, lus dishonour, and the
miscrics which his subjects suffered fiom the mvader,
filed him with sadness. At last he shook off the
weight of sorron, and began to solace himself with
his usual pleasutes, when lus tianquillity was agan
disturbed by jealousies which the late contest for the
prizes had produced, and which, having i vain tried
to pacify them by peisuasion, he was foiced to silence
by command. :

On the eighth morning \Scged was awahened eaily
by an unusual burry in the apartments, and mquir-
ing the cause, was told that the princess Ballis was
serzed with sickness e 1ose, and calling the phy-
sicians, found that they had Iittle hope of her reco-
very. Here was an end of jollity, all his thoughts
were now upon his daughter, whose eyes he closed on
the tenth day.

Sueh weie the days which Seged of Ethiopia had
appiopriated to a short respiration from the fatigues
of war and the cares of government. This narrative
he has bequeathed to future generations, that no man
hereaiter may presume to say, ““ This day shall be a
“ day of happmess.”
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Nuus <06 Saturpay, Maich 7, 1752

Proposits nordurr pudet, atque eadem est mens,
Ut bona simma putes, aliend tiere quadrd Jov

But hardend by affronts, and still the same,

Tost to all euse of honour ond of fame

1hou yet cun st love to haunt the great mans bord

And thinh no supper gnod but with a lord Bowees

HLN Diogenes was once ashed what hind
of wine he lihed best he answered, “That
“ which 1s drunk at the cost of others’

Though the character of Diggenes has never ex-
cited any general zeal of umtation, thire are many
who resemble him m his taste of wine, many who
are frugal, though not abstetnous, whose appetites,
though too powerful for reison, are hept under re
stramt by avanice, and to whom all delicacies lose
therr flavour, when they cannot be obtamed but at
their own expense

Nothing produces more smgulwity of manners
and mnconstancy of life, than the conflict of oppo
site vices m the same mind He that umformly
Ppursucs any purpose, whether good or bad, has a
scttled prmeiple of action, and, as he may slways
find associates who are travelling the same way, 1s
countenanced by cxample, and sheltered m the
multitude, but a man, actunted at once by different

desires,
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desires, must move in a diection peculiar to himself,
and suffer that reproach which we aie naturally 1n-
clincd to bestow on those who deviate fiom the rest
of the world, even without mquiting whether they
are worse or better.

Yet this conflict of desnes sometimes produces
wonderful effoits  To siot m far-fetched dishes,
or surfeit with unexhausted variety, and yet practise
the most rigid cconomy, 1s suely an art which may
justly draw the cyes of manhind upon them whose
industry or judgment has enabled them to attain 1t.
To him, mdecd, who 15 content to break open the
chests, or moitgage the manors, of his ancestors,
that he may hne the mimsters of excess at the high-
est price, glutlony is an easy science; yet we often
hear the votaiies of lusury boasting of the elegance
which they one to the taste of others, relating with
raptmie the succession of dishes with which thew
cooks and catereis supply them, and expecting their
share of praise with the discoverers of aits and the
cwilizers of nations  But to shoiten the way to con-
vivial happincss, by eating without cost, 1s a secret
hitherto in few hands, but which certamly deseives
the cuitosity of thosc whose principal employment is
themr dmner, and who see the sun rise with no other
hope than that they shall fill their bellies before it
sets.

Of them that have within my knowledge at-
tempted this scheme of happmness, the greater part
have been immediately obliged to desist; and some, _
whom their first attempts flattered with success, were
reduced by degiees to a few tables, fiom which they

were
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were at last chased to make way for others, nnd
having long habivated themeelves to superfluous
plenty, growled away therr Intter years m discon
tented compotence

None enter the regions of lunury with higher ex
pectations than men of wit, who mmagwe, that they
shall ncver want a welcome to that company whose
ideas they can enlarge, or whose 1maginations they
can clevate, and believe themsehves able to pay
for thar wme with the mirth which it qualifies
them to produce Tull of tlis opmion, they
crond with httle invitation, wherever the smell
of - feast allures them, but are seldom encourged
to repeat therr visits, bemg dreaded by the pert as
svals, and hated by the dull as disturbers of the
company

No man has been so happy n gaming and heep
ing the privilege of living at luxurious houses as G-
losulus, who, after thirty years of continual 1cvelry,
has now cstablished by uncontroverted presciption,
his clum to partake of every entertamnment, and
whose presence they who aspire to the praise of a
sumptuous table ate cucful o procure on 4 dav of
amportance, by sending the mmatation & fortmght
before.

Gulosulus entered the woild without any emment
degree of ment, but was careful to frequent houses
where persons of ranh resorted By bemg often seen,
he became m tme hnown and, fiom sittng m the
same room, was suffered to mm 1 idle conversation,
or assisted to fill up a sacant hour, when bettes
amusunent was not readily to be bad  Iiom the
! coflee
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coffee-house he was sometimes taken anay to dinner;
and, as no man 1cfuses the acquaintance of him
whom he sees admitted to famihaiity by others of
equal dignity, when he had been met at a few tables,
he with less difficulty found the way to moie, till at
last he was regularly expected to appear wheiever
prepatations aie made for a feast, within the circuit
of lis acquamtance.

When he was thus by accident mitiated 1n lunury,
he felt in hinself no nclination to rctue from a hfe
of so much pleasuie, and therefore very sciiously
considered how he might contimuc it~ Gicat qualities,
o1 uncommon accomplishments, he did not find
necessa1y, for he had aheady scen that ment 1ather
enfoices respect than attiacts fondness, and as he
thought no folly greater than that of losmg a dinner
for any other gratification, he often congatulated
lumsclf, that he had nonc of that disgusting excel-
lence which mmpresses awe upon gieatness, and con-
demns 1ts posscssois to the society of those who aie
wise or brave, and indigent as themsclves.

Gulosulus, kaving never allotted much of his time
to books or meditation, had no opinion m philosophy
or polticks, and was not in danger of imjuring lus
interest by dogmatical positions, o1 violent contia-
diction. If a dispute aiose, he took care to listen
with carnest attention, and, when either speaker giew
vehement and loud, turned towards him with eager
quickness, and uttered a shoit phrase of admmation,
as 1If swpused by such cogency of aigument as he
had never known before. By tlus silent conces-
sion, he geneally preserved in either contiovertist

sucli
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such a conviction of Ins own superiority, as m
clined hum rather to pity than arritate bis adversary,
and prevented those outrages which are sometimes
produced by the rige of defeat, or petulance of
triumph

Grdosulus w1s never embarrssed bat when he was
required to declare Ins sentiments before he had been
able to discover to winch side the master of the house
mechned, for 1t nas Ins mvanable rule to adopt the
notions of those that nvited hin

It will sometimes happun that the msolence of
wealth breahs mto contémptuousness, or the turbu-
lence of wine requires a vent, and Gulosulus scldom
fuls of being singled out on such emergencics, as one
on whom any evperiment of riboldry may be cafcly
tried  Sometimes Ins lordship finds himself mclmed
to exhnbit a specimen of raillery for the diversion of
Tus guests, and Gulosulus always supphes om with 2
subject of mermiment.  But he has learned to consider
rudeness and indigmities as familiartties that entitle
Inn to greater freedom  he comforts hmself, that
those who treat and nsult hun pay for their laughter,
and that he heeps lus money while they enyoy thes
Jest

His chief policy consists n selecting some dish from
every course, and recommending it to the company,
with an arr so decisive, that no one ventures to con
tradict him By thus practice he acqunes at 2 feast
2 hind of dictatorial authority, his taste becomes the
standard of pichles and seasoning and he 15 vene-
rated by the professors of epicurism, as the only man
who understands the micetics of coohery

When
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Whenever a new sauce is imported, or any inno-
vation made in the culmary systemn, he procuies the
earliest intelhgence, and the most authentick reccipt,
and, by communicating lis knowledge under proper
injunctions of seciecy, gamns a nght of tasting his
own dish whenever 1t 1s prepared, that he may tell
whether Ins directions have been fully understood

By this method of hife Gulosulus has so impiressed
on his 1magination the digmty of feasting, that he has
no other topick of talk, o1 subject ‘of meditation.
His calendar 1s a bill of faie, he measures the year by
successive damties  The only common-places of his
memory aie his meals, and 1f you ash lum at what
time an event happened, he consideis whether he
heard 1t after a dmner of tuibot o1 venison. He
knows, indeed, that those who value themselves upon
sense, learning, or piety, speak of bim with contempt;
but he considers them as wietches, envious or 1gno-
rant, who do not know lus happiness, or wish to
supplant lim; and declares to his fiiends, that he
is fully satisfied with his own conduct, since he has

fed every day on twenty dishes, and yet doubled his
estate.

4
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Nuwup 207 Turspay, March 10, 1752

Solue senescentem mature s nus equum, ne
Peccet ad extreme n ridendus Horn

The vorce of rexson cries with v maing, force

Loose from the rapid ¢ ar your aged horse

Lest, 1n the race derided left belund

He drag hus jaded himbs and burst ke wind Travers

UCH 15 the emptiness of humah enjoyment, that

we are always mmpatient of the present  Attan
ment 1s followed by neglect, and possession by di>rust,
and the malictous remmk of the G7eck epigrummatist
on marnage may be applied to cvery other comse of
Iife, that 1ts two days of happiness are the first and
the list

Tew moments are more pleasing than thooe m which
the mind 15 concerting measures for a nen undertah-
mg Trom the first lunt that wahens the fancy tll
the hour of actul execution, all 1s improvement wmd
progress, tuumph and felicity Lvery hour brings
additions to the origmal scheme, suggests some ncw
expedient to secure success, or discovers consequential
advantages not hitherto foreseen  While pieparations
are made, and matenials accumulated, day ghdes after
«day through elysian prospects, and the heart dances to
the song of hope

Such 1s the pleasurc of projectmg that many con
tent themselves with 2 succession of vistonary schemes,

Yor VI Ce and
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and wear out their allotted time 1n the calm amuse-
ment of contining what they ncver attempt or hope
to execute

Others, not able to feast their imagination with pue
1deas, advance somevhat neater to the grossness of
action, with gicat dihgznce collect whatever 1s requisiie
to then design, and, after a thousand 1eseaiches and
consultations, are snatched away by death, as thcy
stand w2 fnocinctre warting for a propet opportunity to
begin

It there were no other end of Iife, than do find
some adequate solace for every day, I know not
whether any condition could be prefenred to that of
the man who mvolves himself 1 his own thoughts,
and never sufleis experience to show him the vamty
of speculation, for no soonci are notions 1educed
to mactice, than tianquillity and confidence foisake
the “breast, cvery day biings its task, and often with-
out bunging abihties to peiform 1t difficulies cm-
banass, unceitamty perpleses, opposition retaids,
censuie exasperates, o1 neglect depresses  We pro-
ceed becausc we have begun, we complete om de-
sign that the labour aheady spent may not be vam
but, as expectation gradually dies away, the gay smile
of alacuty disappeais, we are compelled to mmploie
severer powers, and tiust the event to patience and
constancy

When once our labow: lias begun, the comfort that
enables us to enduie 1t 15 the prospect of its end, for
though m every long work theie ae some joyous
mtervals of self-applause, when the attention 1s 1e-
created by uncapected faciity, and the imagmation
soothed by incidental excellencies, yet the toil with

3 which
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which performance strugles after aden, 15 <0 1l come
cad dicgustin, and <o fiequent 15 the neee sty ot
resting bedow thnt perfection which we imamncd within
our reach, that (dom m man obtmns more from
wadenour th a ponful comviction of s defects,
and a contnual e usatwon of deres whieh hie fcls
Tameclf unible 1o gratty
So ccrtunly 1 weanness the conco ntnt of our
undertdan,, that Gery mom i whitever he s on
gaged, con oles lum ¢t with the hope of chnge, ut
e s made Ins way by o admty o publich anploy
ment, he tulhs mmong lis tmeads of the debght of
retrert of, Iy the neces v of - obibary appheation he
1y sccluded from tle wotld he luten with a b ang
heart to distant nor ¢, denl o wnle wath buang
bungs, and re olves to b e heraatter bis Gl of duer
sions or displyy s abilihics on the anveral thoatre,
und cngoy the pleasure of distinction and applause
Tsery derc howerer mnocent, prows dansrous,
as by long mdulcnee it becomes o cendant w the
mind  Whar we e ban mudh accustomed o
con wder amy thin, ws capable of givang, happiess,
1t 15 not cusy o restrmn our ardour, or to forbear
ome preatation s our udsances, vad sevegularty
m oour pursuts  He that hos cultnated the tree,
watched the swelling bud snd opunn, blossow, and
pleased Fun JF with computing how much ¢y son
and showcr add to sts gronth, scarcedy stays ull the
fruit has obtancd 1ts m tturity, but deleats s onn
cares by cagoness to resard them When we hue
dilicently laboured for any purpose, we arc willing
to believe that we have attsmed ity and, because we
ce2 have
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have already done much, too suddenly conclude that
no moie 1s to be done.

All attraction is mcreased by the approach of the
attiacting body  We never find ourselves so desirous
to finish, as in the latter part of our work, or so im-
patient of delay, as when we know that delay cannot
belong Thus unseasonable importunty of discontent
may be paitly imputed to languor and weaiiness,
which must always oppress those more whose toil has
been longer continued; but the gieater pait usually
proceeds from fiequent contemplation of that ease
which is now considered as within reach, and which,
when it has once flattered our hopes, we cannot suffer
to be withheld

In some of the noblest compositions of wit, the con-
clusion falls below the vigour and spirit of the first
books; and as a genius 1s not to be degraded by the
imputation of human failings, the cause of this de-
clension 1s commonly sought m the structure of the
work, and plausible reasons are given why m the
defective part less ornament was necessaly, or less
could be admitted  But, peihaps, the author would
have confessed, that his fancy wes tired, and his per-
severance bioken, that he knew lis design to be un-
fimished, but that, when he saw the end so near, he
could no longer refuse to be at 1est

Agamst the nstillations of this fiigid oprate, the
heart should be secmed by all the considerations
which once concurred to kindle the ardeur of enter-
prise. Whatever motive fiist mcited action, has still
greater force to stimulate perseveiance, smce he that
might have lam still at first 1 blameless obscurity,

cannot
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cannot afternards desist but with infamy and seproach
He, whom'a doubtful promse of distant good could
encourage to set difficulties at defiance, ought not to
remit his vigour, when he has almost obtuned his
recompense  To funt or loiter, when only the last
efforts are required, 1s to steer the ship through tem-
pests, and abandon 1t to the winds in sight of land, 1t
15 to break the ground and seatter the seed, and at last
to neglect the harvest

The masters of rhetorich direct, that the most for-
cible arguments be produced mn the Iatter part of an
oration, lest they sliould be effaced or perplered by
supervenient images  This precept may be justly ex-
tended to the senes of Ife Notlung 15 eoded with
honour, which does not conclude better than 1t began
It 1s not sufficient to muntam the first vigour, for
excellence loses its effect upon the mind by custom,
as light after 2 time ccases to dazzle  Admirtion
must be contmued by that novelty which first produced
it, and how much soever 15 given, there must alnays
be reason to unagine that more remams

We not only are most sensible of the last impics-
sions, but such 1s the unwillingness of manlind to
admit trinscendent ment, that, though 1t be difficult
to obliterate the rcproach of miscarriages by any sub
sequent achievement, however illustrious, yet the re
putation rased by a long traw of success my be
finally rumed by a smgle fallme, for weakness or
errour will be always remembered by that malice and
envy whych 1t gratifies

Tor the prevention of that disgrice, which lassitude
and negligence may bimg at last upon the greatest
performances, 1t 15 necessary to proportion carefully

ccj3 our
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our labour to our strength. If the design compiises
many paits, cqually cssential, and theicfore not to be
separated, the only time for caution 15 before we' en-
gage, the powers of the mmd must be then impar-
tially estimated, and 1t must be 1emembeicd that, not
to complete the plan, 15 not to have began 1t, and
that notling 15 done, winle any thing 15 omtted

But, if the task consists m the i1cpetiton of single
acts, no one of which derives its efficacy fiom the
rest, 1t may be attempted with less scruple, because
there 1s always oppoitumty to ietieat with honour
The dangeir 15 only, lest we expect fiom the wold the
mdulgence with which most aie disposed to ticat
themselves, and m the hour of listlesness imagine,
that the diligence of one day will atone for the 1dlcness
of another, and that applausc begun by appiobation
will be continued by habit

He that 15 himself weaiy will soon wecary the pub-
lick Let him therefore lay down his employment,
whatever 1t be, who can no longer cxert his foimer
activity or attention, let him not endeavour to stiuggle
with censure, or obstnately infest the stage tll g
general hiss commands lim to depart,
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NuMp 208 Sarvnpay, Maich 14, 1752

Hrz A8 yw i w ate At apLoos

O x vpr mowy TigHp Tirap

Ele wor wbgwm® wpizpup o 8 aragilp s

Ol Ta v a dvrai wage Iigaedon Droc Lienr

Begone ve blockheads Xeraclitus cries
And lease my labours to the learnd and wise
By wit by hnowledge studious to be read

1 scorn the multitude, alive and dead

IMEL, which puts an end to 2}l human pleasures
and sorrows has hikewise concluded the labours
of the Ryusrer  Having supported, for two years
the wmious employment of  pertodical writer, and
multiphed my essays to upwards of two hundred, I
Lave now determned to desist
The reasons of this resolution 1t 1s of httle 1nport
ance to declare, smcee Justification 1s unnecessary when
no objection 1s made I am tar fiom supposing, that
the cessation of my performances will raise any
quiry, for I bave never been much a fivounte of the
publick, nor can boast that, 1 the progress of my
undertaking, I haye been ammated by the rewards of
the Itberal, the caresses of the great, or the praises of
the emuent
But 1 have no design to gratify pride by submission,
or malice by lamentation, nor think 1t reasonable to
complamn of neglect from those whose regard 1 never
sobated  If T have not been distingwished by the
distnibutors
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distributors of litciary honows, I have scldom de-
scended to the arts by which favour 1s obtamed T
have scen the mcteors of fashion 11s¢ and fall, without
any attempt to add a moment to then dwation I
have never complicd with tempoiaiy cuilosity, nor
enabled my 1eaders to discuss the topick of the day
I have rarely exemphfied my asscitions by living
chamacteis; m my papers, no man could look for
censures of lus encmics, or piaises of himself; and
they only were cypected to peruse them, whose pas-
sions left them leisuie for abstiacted tiuth, and whom
virtue could pleasc by its nahed dignmty.

To some, however, I am indebted for encourage-
ment, and to others for assistance The number of
myy friends was never great, but they have been such
as wasld not suffer me to think that I was writing iz
vain, and I did not feel much dejection fiom the want
of popularity.

My olligations having not been frequent, my ac-
Enowledgments may be soon despatched, I can re-
store to all my correspondents their productions, with
Iittle dimmution of the bulk of my volumes, though
not without the loss of some pieces to which particular
honouzs have been paid

The parts fiom which I elaim no other praise than
that of havmg grven them an oppor tumty of appeaimg,
aie the for billets m the tenth paper, the second
letter in the fifteenth, the thuticth, the forty-fourth,
the nirety-seventh, and the hundreth papers, and the
second letter 1 the hundreth and seventh

Having thus depiived myself of many excuses
which candour might have admitted for the inequa~
lity of my compositions, being no longe: able to allege

2 the
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the necessity of grtifymg coirespondents, the n
portumty with which publicition was solicited, o1
obstmacy with wlich correction was 1gjected, I must
reman accountable for all my faults, nd submu,
without subteifuge to the censmics of crticism
which, however, I shall not endeavour to sofien by
a formal deprecation, or to overbear by the influence
of a patron  The supphcations of an author neser
yet reprieved lun a moment from oblivien  and,
thongh greatness has sometimes sheltered guilt 1t can
afford no protection to ignorance or dulness  Havmg
utherto attempted only the propagation of fruth, I
sull not it last violate 1t by the confession of tcrroms
which T do not fcel, having laboured to mamtun the
digmty of wutue, T will not now degrade it by the
meanness of dedication
The scemmg vanity with which T hne sometines
spohen of myself, would pethaps requue an apology,
were 1t not extenuated by the enample of those who
have published essays before me and by the prvilege
wluch every nameless wniter has been bitherto allowed
< A mash,” says Castighone, “ conters a 11g1t of act-
““ g and speaking with less restramt, even v hen the
wearer happenstobe Inown  He that 1s discovered
without his own consent, may clatm some ndulgence
and cannot be nigorously callud to Justify thosc sillies
or frolichs which Ins disguisc must prove him desious
10 conceal
But I have been cautious lest thus offince should
be frequently or grossly commutted, for, as one of
the philosophers directs us to live with 1 fuend, s
with one that 15 some time to become an cnemny, I
have always thougbt 1t the duty of an anomn ous
awthot

I
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author to wiite, as if he evpected to be haeafter
known.

I am willing to flatter my<elf with hopes, that, by
collecting these papers, I am not preparmg, for my
futwe life, either shame o1 1epentance That all are
happily mnagmed, o accuately polished, that the
same sentiments have not sometimes 1ccured, or the
samc capiessions been too fiequently 1epeated, T have
not confidence 1w my alnhties sufhicient to wanant.
He that condemms himsclf to compose on a stoted
day, will ofien bimg to his tash an attention  disa-
pated, a memory embanassed, an mmamination over-
whelmed, a mind distiacted with anvieties, a body
languishing with discase  Ile will labow on a banen
topick, till 1t1s too late to change 3t , o1, n the ardow
of mvention, difiuse his thoughts mto wild exuberance,
which the pressing howt of publication cannot suffer
Judgment to examine o1 1educe

Whatever shall be the final sentence of manhind, I
have at Jeast endeavomed to deseive then hindness I
have labouied to 1efine ow language to grammatical
puiity, and to clem it fiom colloquial barbausmeg,
licentious 1dioms, and niegular combinations  Some-
thing. peihaps, I have added to the elegance of 1ts
constiuction, and something to the hanmony of 1ts
cadence. When common woids weie less pleasing
to the ea, o1 less distmet in then swmmfication, I
have fanhiaiized the terms of pllosophy, by applying
them to populai 1deas, but have 121cly admitted any
word not authotized by former writers, for I beheve
that whoever knows the English tongue m 1ts piesent
extent, will be able to cypiess Ins thoughts without
fuither help fiom other nations,

As
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As 1t has becn my principal design to inculcate
wisdom or picty, Ihave allotted few papers to the 1dlé
sports of imagmation  Some, pethaps, may be found,
of which the lughest excellence 1s harmless merriment ,
but scaicely any man 1s so steadily serious as not to
complain, that the severity of dictatorial mstruction
has been too seldom reliesed, and that he 15 drven b
the sternuess of the Ramblers philosophy to morg
cheerful and airy comparions I

Nent to the excursions of fancy are the disquisitions
of criticism, which, 1 my opimon, 1s only to be ranhed
among the subordinate and mstrumental arts  Arb
trary decision and general exclamation I have carefully
avorded, by asserting nothmg without 2 1eason, wnd
establishing Il my prinaiples of judgment on unalter-
able and evident truth

In the pictures of bfe I have never been so studious
of novelty or surprise, 1s to depart wholly from all
resemblance, a fault which wnters deservedly cele
brated fiequently commut, that they may raise s the
occaston requires, elther mirth or abhorience  Some
enlugement may be allowed to declimation, and some
exnggeration to burlesque, but as they deviate farther
from realty, they become less useful, because thewr
lessoms will fail of application  The mind of the 1eader
15 carned avay‘fiom the contemplation of his own
manners, he finds 1n hlmsclf no hheness to the phan
tom before him, and, thounh he laughs or rages, 13
not reformed

The essays professedly sertous, if I have been able
to execute my own Intentions, will be found exactly
“conformable to the precepts of Christamty, without
any accommodation to the hcentiousness and levity

of
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of the present age. I therefore look back on this part
of my work with pleaswe, wlich no blame o1 praise
of man shall dimmish o1 augment I shall never envy
the honows which wit and leaining obtain in any other
cause, if I can be numbaied among the wiuteis who
have given a1 doar to vitue, and confidence to truth

~ 3 ’ > vy
AdTav ex pand ws avrabi® tin apoly,

Celestial pow’is! that piety regard,
Iom You my labows wait their last reward,

END OF THE SIATH VOLUMEL,
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London Vrinled by Luke Hansard & S,
near Lincoln s-Inn Fields
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