DECLASSIFIED BY AUTHORITY OF NND DECLASSIFICATION PROJECT 785072,
H.D. MAYER, NARS, SEPTEMBER 10, 1982,

Above: Remains of the B-17 Flying Fortress, “Blessed Event”. Seven crewmen killed; pilot and
tail gunners survived. Pilot sustained “major” injuries.

The last page of this document indicates that the crash was “...undoubtably contributable to the
negligance of the of the South African Air Force authorities in failing to lay a flare path for the
emergency landing.”

Due to the secret nature of the mission, the report was classified until 1982.
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19 Dessmber 1944.

g BOMBARDMENT SQUADSON (M) AMF _
US ARMY

—IH!I- Pllot's Btatement on Alreraft Sccident of A/C

w——

The following statement was made by lst Lt VERNON 0. JOHNSON,

: Opemmtions Officer, J0lst Bembd Group (H)
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..-'i' 3. All the squipment was sxamined by the !m: wireless

4."3‘ L X ,lhnh at 0806 hours and found te be in order.
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J.G. du PREKE Ma jor
Cellalla

Headquarters, No. 3 Wing SAAF.
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&Hb W. Ealk

Oaptain, Alr Corps,
q.mj.m Officer.
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& & l-n\bunm BUAD™E (F) AAF, Aﬁiﬂl Orfioe of the Uperations Officer,
i 20 December 1544, TOs Operations U ficer, 30lst Fomb Gp (E) AAF APO 520,




MEMORAFDUM EXD.] on Ai:uslo Durban Ltr, of 8 Oet 1945, Serisl L-214.45

RESTRICTED
Serial 143P23 1 1N

From} Chief of Navel Intelligence.

To @ Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department,

Sudj: Jesl Airfield, Italy - Fortreee crash in November 1944,
) g Forwarded for information.

W. D. Wright,
By direction,

Military Intelligence Division, Wer Department, Washington 25, D. C.,
16 November 1945,

'0: CG, Army Alr Forces, War Department, Washington 25, D. C.
Forwarded for information and such actien as you may deem appropriate,

FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-2i%

e v
>,

,/{{// /r. v e ;;%i::: -
2 Inecl: //-‘ E. COOKSON
Photographs ; Colonel, GSC
V/deirec:or of Administration
g




HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT Jesi Airfield, Italy - Fortress crash in November 194k,

TO AC/AS-3, Flying Safety Branch.

DATE

COMMENT No @1
AC/AS-2, Executive Division, Counter Intelligence Branch. AFBEX-CI S
Maj Tod/jeb/5868

Forwarded as a matter pertaining to your office.

.
Incl.
¥iscellaneous communications and photos

from ONI thru MID re subject.

DATE 12 Decosber 104%

01 AC/AS=1, Pergoral Services Division

FROM: C/AS-3, Flight Operations Div, Flying Safety Branch COMMENT 2
Maj Folts/fm/2555

1, Forwarded for any action deemed necessary.

2+ Flying Safety Dranch has éxtracted information taining to the aircraft crash

and has attached a copy of AAF Form 14,

rence on the AAF Form 14

2. Your attention is called to the fact that place of o
as stated in basic com-

is indicated as "Jesl Landing OGround" rather than "Jesi Alirfiel
munication,
.
5 );ggp.,ghinlj{ 5£‘LL50-£QJt‘
2 Incls ?/.Cc &dz T, pricy
Colonel, Alr Corpa

Added 1 incl
2. Form 14 on g1bj accident Chief, Flying Sefety Branch

If inclosuie No. 2 is withdrawn, the classification of this correspondence
will be dowvngraded to Resatricted in accordance with paragraph 8b, AR 380-5,
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EN3-11(DK)/P6=1 UNITED STATES NAVAL LIAISON OFFICE 195 N0y 5 v o 03
Serlal No. L=214~45 19 Netherlands Bank Building,
M/ jrh Durban, Union of South Africa.
RESTRICTED '
8 Cctober 1945

From: U.S. Naval Liaison Officer,

To 1 The Director of Naval Intelligence.

Subject: Jeoi Airfield, Italy - Fortress crash in November 1944.

Enclosures ;ﬂf'v(a) Two photographs of subject crashed Fortress.

1, Flight Sergeant E, J. White, S.,A.A,F., recently called upon
this officer in an effort to secure some woerd of commendation from American
authorities for two of his associates who succeeded in saving the life of a
member of the crew of an American Fortress after a crash on Jesi Airfield,
Italy, during the latter part of November 1944. an applicable section from
No. 3 Wing Headquarter's South African Air Force Routine Order No. 1/45,
and dated 28 February 1945, is quoted below: (Written by Col. A.J.M. Mossop)

"77. COMMENDATION.

The Commander-in-Chief, Royal Air Force, Mediterranean and
liddle East, wishes to bring to the notice of all ranks the ccurage
and devotion to duty displayed by the undermentiocned airmen and
directs that an annotation be made on their documents accordingly:

70299 V F/Sgt. White, E. J. - No. 3 S.A.A.F. Wing.
999166 L.a.C. Iaverack, H. - No. 3 S.A.A.F, Wing.
1116«‘70 L.A.L’. Ro}'lﬂ’ :"a E. - ”O. 3 Snlllo-:‘cFa ‘ﬂingc

Recently, a heavy bomber aircraft when approaching the
aerodrome to make an emergency landing, crashed about half a mile from
the end of the runway and burst into flames. The duty fire-crew,
which included the above-named personnel, immediately went to the

sgeng of the crasb.

It proved impossible to take the fire tender right up to
the burning aircraft, owing to cbstructions of barbed wire and trees,
Flight Serpeant White, L.A.C. Laverack and 1.A.C. Royle therefore
proceeded on foot, and by the time thoy reached the aircraft, two
members of its crew had succeeded in extricating themselves, The
above-named airmen succeeded in dragging & third member of the crew
clear, and then made an examination of the wreckage, but found that
the other members had been killed in the crash.
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EN3-11(DN)/Pé-1 UNITED STATES NAVAL LIAISON OFFICE 95 ).,
51&:‘1&1 Ho. L=214=45 19 Netherlands Bank Building, A 10 o3
.:'-'-‘_/jrhc* Durban, Union of South Africa.
: B October 1945
Subject:  _ _ Jesi Airfield, Italy = Fortress crash in November 1944. (Cont!d)

This rescue was effected in spite of danger from the
continuous bursting of large calibre amrunition and exploding
oxygen rylinders. Ae the airmen concerned were wearing only the
normal issue clothing, and were not in possession of special pro-
tective clothing for fire crews, there wae also very considerable
risk of serious injury from the great heat and molten metal.®

24 In the course ol the couversation with Flight Serpgeant Thite
it developed that, in the sergeant's opinion, the crash was undoubtedly
attributable to the negligence on the part of the South Afrlcan Air Force
authorities in falling to lay a flare path for the emergency landing. At
the tire of this incident the American field at Foggla was said to be out
of commission because of another accident, and the Jeel Airfield had been
named No. 1 emergency field for the American squadron, stated to be the 15th
Heavy Bomber Squadron., The South Africans, however, did not prepare for
emergency landinge and not only was there no flare path, but the ambulances
were not. properly equipped to take care of injured personnel, Last minute
requests to lay hasty flare path when it was evident that subject Fortiress
would have to crash land were refused by the Control Tower Duty Officer.

3. Enclosure (A) ie forwarded for information. These photographs
indlicate that the Fortrees carried the number Y-4800: further identification
could not be secured from the informer. Unfortunately, the exact date of the
accident could not be remembered, however it was stated to have occurred at
0320, The informant states that he believes that he was transferred to
another post immediately following the crash because of his knowledge of the
negligence of his superiors and in view of the fact that the American authoritles
were instituting a thorough investigation to determine responsibility for the
loss,

// / ,
Uardt UWhlewcr—

' fARE WILTCOX, Jr.



