
Above: Remains of the B-17 Flying Fortress, “Blessed Event”.  Seven crewmen killed; pilot and 
tail gunners survived. Pilot sustained “major” injuries.

The last page of this document indicates that the crash was “...undoubtably contributable to the 
negligance of the of the South African Air Force authorities in failing to lay a flare path for the 
emergency landing.” 

Due to the secret nature of the mission, the report was classified until 1982.






















