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HISTORY OF THE 483RD AERO CONSTRUCTION SQUJDIWN 
.. 

.. . 
Dari:ng the latter part of J'l:lly and the :first ot ~~~!ilii~~ 

u. ~· B.egalar AJ!fZU, ti-om the OeD.tral States were s ~llMll 
tor the 

~en one ot the largest reoeivUg barraclm ill the v..... 

the recra!ta were examined, ·Jsworn in ,to the service~~ SZJd assiga.ed 
to different recruit QODlpllP!ea. ~ese· OOJli>an,es were ill cb&t'ce ot 21aa.-co111111as1oned 
otticers ot this post. who taught these meD. their tlrst pr1D.o1ples of drill ad 
farther gave them their soldier ka.Owledge b7 lectures eta. oa. the moraln.g ot the · 

·9th ot Auca.st 1917, the mach heralded shipping lists """ placed on va.rious comp~ 
bulletin ~boards aud oontahed among hua.dreds ot man ~or the ID.faut17, Oal'al17, 
Quartermaster c·orps and Jso forth , 575 men tor the Aviation section Signal corps. 
~e- two dqs following were taken up in · obte.1ni'D8 equipment, 1Jlspect1pns lectures 

. etc. OD. the 11th ot Aucast the different detacbme:a.ts were aJiaembleB. at their several 
concem.tratiaa. points, roll call taken m:id marche.d to the pard4e gromid in :tront ot 
post headqtlarters. Here ~ were inspected by the co1maazidSJJg Officer as to appearance 
and equipment and b7 the Medical department as to health. After a wait ot about two 
or three hours we were mar~d to the Iron Molmtain ~R. where we aa.tra.1.ll.ed tor 
San A11ton10, Texas. our trip was made without instaJlce expect at Palestine TeX.as 

· v.here we were .taken for a hike thra. two or three -inches ot red dust at the hottest ' 
time of the dq.- A hike every man will remember. we arrived at San AJJ.tonio, about 
4e30 A.L on the 13th of Augu.st• aud after having ·breakfast oons1st1D.g ot hard tack . . 
aud beaJlB, were taken to Oam_p Kelly, now kuown as Xel1-v Field, on arrival at camp. 
the :a.OA-coimalssioned otn.oers trom Jefferson BarrackS, turned their man over to the 
waiting Officers aud 11cm-coms. trom the camp, Who escorted us to the Camp prpper. 
~en nothing Jaore tha:a a laree dusty field, dotted With a tew rows of teD.ts, ·a few 
barracks, and two or three ware houses, but destined to become mie of the greatest 
Air &erv1ce camps 1n America. , 

·· Tho wm were then formed into gr01JsPs ot 150 man each, and were designated as 
• the 70th,- 71st, 721ld and 73rd Aero Sc,..raadran.s. !!his squadron, together w.lth four 

.. others were placed under the co1muand of secan.d lieutenant Jol:m. E. Steinbrenner, 
Infant17, who placed sergeant Joseph Piriczley, 23rd Infant:cy in direct charge ·. of the 
71st Squadro.n. ·, To sergeant P1r1czlcy' great credit is due tor his untiring eftorts 
1n placing the organization cm. rmµiing basis. After bein8 designated as the 7lst 
·Aero Squadron, we were marab.ed to our row ot tea.ts or rather to the site for a row 
ot tents, as we were required to draw and erect our OWA tmits. !i!b.e next and most 
1m_portant question was th.a feeding of the mE1Z2.. we were fUrnished w.l th a field 
range and other cooking utensils and after a diligent search anong the nEmbers 'of 
the Squadron 3 or 4 man voltmtered J, to act as cooks and little by little we h:ive 
kept improviri.g our kitchen until today, we have one of the best in the cam_p9 , 

our neat problem was to find man suitable to carry Oll the adm1n1staat1on of 
thenSquadron and to this our acting conrnanding ottioer pieked those men who had 
some sort of military training together with certiln others mom he considered to , 
have the ability to manage the affairs of the squadron.. ~is was a ve:cy d1ff1o~ult 
proposition due to the fact that not a s1Dgle man halt had the proi;er military 
tra~ning to au1t him tor the work, however atter some few changes a;nit · several 
weeka ot eamest work, on the part pf every one things began ~to move smoot~. 

Cl or about the 17th ot September 1917, Lieut. Steinbrenner was relieved ot 

,. 

the command of .the squadron, and· First Lieut. w.E. D1gel, of Sau J;t1tOD.1ot Texas 
assuined command. l)U.r1llg the first month of our stq at Xelq , Field, the men were 
drilled.au.d latfer did fatigu.e mid Btlard duty-. ~e sqnadron continued to do 'gaard 
d=~, 1mt1l the 15th ot December vmmi we vntrained tor MOrrison va. 'f#J/J ~e three 
months betwe·en the 15th ot September , aud the 15th ot December were Ve'J:7 ,busy o.a.es. tor 
all ccm.oer.ned as on numerous oooassimis we wre 1nstr11oted to be re~ to move md · 
that we mast· have all available equipment tor toreiga. service. ~is naturally meqDt 
the transfer of many men thru. s1Qlrness or otherwise that was deemed a4v1a ble to 
leave behind 8Zld up mit11 ten hours before our departure new rearaits were eoeived 
to till the squadron. to war atrmigth. · , LJ 

' · v.. ·entrained about tmi A..U. the 15th Deoeldber togQ.ther lit.th the 68th d70th 
, squadrons. Lieut .Engel being placed in charge ,. ot tlB tra1n. !he tra.1D oons1a ed Of 

· taarist Pullman oars BD.d was equipped With a kitchen car wh.1oh made it poss le to 
serve hot meals, that helped to make 0111' trip an en.107able one. ~1a trip devoid 
ot j.noident &Eoept at Paris, ~xas which a slight wreak ocaured, 1n~uring tw 

1 '1J,ree ot · th.e aold1ers. r~e :,· t1me that lt took to 'o1e·ar the wreck was well 
· · the people ot Paris, ~xaa ·.were ve~ mithua1ast1o 1D their aa.terta1nmentp ot 

aoldiara, taldng them tor automobile rides to their homes, mid tmm.ahiq t 
. w1th sweets Cad tobacco. !!!he · remainder o~ our ~ournq took us thra. Spr1ngt1 
st~ Loma, LO\rl.artlle 11. B1ahm0Jld va and Where ever.'our train stopped we 

~ abed With ca'n.~,, apples cakes and tobacco, these in addition tJ> man)' o 
a tha'' were very e.oce.E>table to the soldiers. ---
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we arrived at l!Orrison Va.. about 4 P.L 20th Decembe- , 191~. to tind the oaJSV? 
fa.r from complete and a sen ot mad ad ice. Thia however could not dull the feeliugS 
ot the boys, for they were that ma.oh nearer to l'J;ance • Eve17 one 1mn611ate~ went 
to wolk With a will, digging stum,ps, building walks, building warehouses, d:Oill8 
plumbing wom, digging sewers etc. imt11 1.IL a short time we had ma~~ au ideal soldiers 
home. . ' 

AB 1n ~exas, Lieut. Digel, together with the help of the su;ppl.y department, 
executive department·, was kept busy 1D. oon;>letln.g the overseas equ1pmmat. oa. Jan• 10 
1918, Lieut. Slgel was· relievid of the comraand ot the ,squadron, ma.ch· to the regret Of 
every Jp8mber of the· crganization., all of whom had lea.med to look u;pcm h1n9' more as a 
father tban as a coromanding Officer. On the 21st JSD.ual7 1918, 1st Lieut. Lucius Be 
llOLeod, was aasigried to the command of the squadrcm., after haviD.g had some five · 
differentcomna:nding Officers 1D. ·the preceedSng 10 dqs. J.st Lieut. KCLeod was to 
%1em31in with us until relieved iu october 1918, .bY lst Lieut. Geo. o. ih1 ta. Lieut 
McLeod was transferred to the Corps of Engineers. , Our :ttrst 1m!>ressio;n. of Lieut. . 
JlfOLeod was that he would be very ha.rd on his man, but we soon began. to realize .how bad . 
we were mistaken. FOr some three \veeks be~ore embar'ld.ng, Lietlt. l/8:leeod Woald come . 
thru. the barrackS each night and lecture to the men on the many subjects that have · 

\ 

prtven to be of great help to us since coming to Eur.Ppe. 
After a long and au impatient, wait, th&I sq1,adron, with nine others, received 

. orders to embark for foreign service, via. E'ew:port News Va.on the 4th Of MarCh 1918. 
· After the :usual ma;ey- inspect1on.s we entrained at 2 o •clock P.M. on the 4th of' 

March alld 1mmediateq embarked u;paa. our arrival at Newport News. vve -were very f'ortim
ate in having a. former Germsn ship, the xroenig Wilhelm II, but rechristened the 
Madawaska.. It was operated by the American Government with an .AJnerican. crew. we were 
·told that this was formerly the Kaiser•s favorite plea.sure ship and had been renamed by 
the .AJnerica.u Sailors " Rolllmg Bill", which name wa f'Olm.d to have been well chosen. 
we lid not leave port until 2 p.m. on the 5th of Mareh and_ it was a. plea.s~t sight 
indeed ,as we sailed past the lll3lJY .A)nerican Battleships in the harbor, t~ see· the 
thousands of sailors at the ril of their ships bidding us · GOd.speed on. our journey. · 
our next stop was at the outer harbor of New York, where we were anchored until 1 6 p.m. 
7th Ma.rch 1918, . the morni:p.g of. the 8th saw us well out to s·ea, convoyed by the 
Battle Crlliser, North Carolina.. The Madawaska. acting as fla&ship for the convoy 
61.ch consisted of 4 transports. ~e tolling is a complete rt>ster of the squadron · 
when we left the Uni.tad States. · ' 

Officers . . En.listed men. 
1st Lieut. Luci us B. ~Leod ... !I!b;re, Edward J. 
lst Lieut. Clinton C. C~ ~ant, Alexander D. 
2nd Lieut. Joseph F. Dixon Douglas, Charles o. . .. 
2nd Lieut. Vf.tllia.m T. Sturges Doyle, .v/alter E. 
2nd Lieut. Curtis P. Snook Lehman, Arthur j.B • . 

Enlisted men. Stockemer, Otto C. 
HU.dgens, Frederick H. MCFarlahd, Curtis H. 
Jolmson, sttm.ley I. ' · Brown, Jesse w. 

I 

Christner, Harry c. Dempsey, Jaok 
Wall, Harold F. Ba.mer, . Howard J.. 
con.nor, Edwin L. Isaacson,. George !I!. .. 

' MarShall, Fred L. · A;rlderson, · G. Albin 
• 

Deeds, Earl M. .. Steenberg, AUCU.St I. 
uoore, EVerett E. · Oampbell, ~a.rry L. 
Sorensen, Louie a. Lentz, Pa.ta E. I 

, 

aood, Jolm. L. 1 Blalock, Byrd 
corsberg, Alfred R. GOodson, J:ra. E. 
La.ug'hlin, Mic.heal Gavh, Walter A. 

. Spence, Robert R. Jon.es, George G. 
Hoopingarner, Nat B. Robinson, George J. 
:North, Roland w. MOrris, Charles v. 
Toms, I>avid c. Brown, Sam R. 
Ha.*1nsan, Harold E. · Ashby, Falton w. 
nosler, Oscar B'.. Bloom, Al• G. 
Slattery, t~lliam Bipley, Jesse v. 
MCJ)Owell, Ha.r17 P. Sahamhcm.y, Nicholas 
RWamler, August• E. Batten, Rodney o. 
LODCt Roy Ge • Cam,pbell, \1:1.lbur O. 
Freilintter, Jolm M. ·. Bagbes, Oba:rles A. 
Bills, Leslie · Barbee, V/3.l.ter J. 
Fin.berg, Herman D. • ~. Diward L. 
Fockler, Mitchell s. oottey, .Albert L. 
z,ane, Ea.mast E. .Calvert~ Webster D. 
Hae°'1, Leo L BoWkar·, \'lalter H. 

e d,, ·uath Evans , lie?:µ7' B. 
. ttt t -Jr':~~-

' 
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noster~ eontinueds 
' .. 

Enlisted men. 
Mcmson, Jolm. 'F. 
Motmo, Na.'fthan J. 
page·, Garnett E. 
llJgrabam, Vl1llie H. · 
Waxoele, Ea.mile 
ProctQr, William v. 

. • Titus, Owen E. 
Bilod.eamc, Albert s. 
miowlt<11, Thomas 
Ban'llm, Bennie If. 
Ringer, · Louie 
Smith, ,, Clyde E. 
wu.eschar, B:Udolph 
smL th,· Clark L • 
stromues·, E:fnar 
Phillips, Charles H. 
Merchant, · Lawrence o. 
BUrkha.rdt, Walter L. 
Jepsen, ~ward o. 
Briakm·n, Melvin 
Zal>f·t· Johlt J • . 
Sharrer, !loy T. 
Jones~ Charles o. 
Carney, William o. 
Robinette, :Ra:al s. 
xorris9 Scott v. 
TOl vet Edward II. 
Root·, ~aa.d M. 
Sh aw, Ford w. 
:saaaiwell, Clarence E. 
ximball, George L. 
Yoi>ng,- John s. 
Peak, Loyd w. 
Babin.gar, Arthur H. 
Liston, Charles H. 
Trask, Olin w. 
Redf'er.n, Walt er ~ · 
Ratto, Fred · 
Roth, Eldia A. 
Ma.rt bl, Paul 14. 
Vsa. Laningham, Earl M. 
prossor, ~omas M. 
Kelllledy, Charles A. 

AM t 
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• 
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' 
Dale, Lavergne 
Yearwood, -Te~ L • 
wood,··· ta.r1 A. · 

uo1G2 Pollock, Rolland R. 
l6oRD' gb.t'~ Be.a. D. 
Bort OD.1 Joseph R. 
Patters.on., Balpb. w • 
Bottney1 George A. ' 
Fairbanks", Robert A. -' 

~omas, Arthur i. . .. 

Sc.baf'er1 Alf'red • 
I' 

Zier~ John M. 
Brackelsberg, Mathias c. 
Steele·~ Harold T. 
Coleman, W1lson . . 
Witwer~ Earl 
MilleJ!', HeD.17 L. 

• '· 
I 

Mulleli1 W'llliam E.· 
Brainerd~· Glenn B. -
14.0ore, Daniel G. 
W1lbon1, Burl L 
Combs, Ralph s • 
Rlldolpll; Henry 
:B3°SZ11 Darid L. 
Ruble, JQbn B. 
Reed, William a • 
Gildersleeve, Earl E. 
JloA;r'thur, John 'A. ,: 

xel ly, Pel'\14 W. 
Smith~ James A. 

• 

Stewart,.,' George J. 
Vandenberg, A:Eldrew 
Wild, Miltm :a. 
Loi>tz, Carloma01e s. 
Weger, .. Clarence o. 
stem·, . Joseph s. , 

I 

Scbj rch, Harry I 

Rowlaud'~ , Ernest I 
Bre'h1 er, Carl II. 
Sm1th.1 V4lbur o. I 

!. 

Hedioal Deta.CllmEm.t 
Barlow, Tilford:. L I 

Ca' b0tm·, Everett y. { 

Green, Ozzie L. t 
Yarian, Reuben D. • • 

• 
~ 

. . , ' . I 
After being cm. the water for several dqs, and oom1ng to the da:ager zon.e1 we were met 
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by 9 American Destroyers, and a"ttho a submarine was detected, little or no consideration 
was shovm. on. the part of the soldiers as ever.yon.a was oon.tidant that oar ,A1Der1can 
destroyers 8%1d AJnerioa (]miners were far superior to au Gel'loaz> st&mariD.e. i 

on the mc;»rlng o-r the 20th ot 1ku-cb. we obta1ned our first sight ot land Belle Isle, 
and later that dq atea:med into the Loire .. River the tollOWing liq we entered the loakS 
ot st • . Na1zajre and were created by a group of lrench People, consisting most of' · 
childrEm.. !I.1heJ" looked Tel7 odd to us, dres.sed S.U wood&D. shoes mid trockS. wa re on · 
the water 17 clqs. ~ey were all ve17 eacer to scramble tor tile Pez>oies cad t bacco 
tb.rown to them tram the boat by the .AJDericm soldiers. 

I 
~ ells· embarked early in the aftemoon and were marched to a rest camp, BOlllS 5 

mles trom St. Na1za1re-, arr1V1ng there we found that the ca=p .Jla•' ev1dcmtly ll:'6I1 
givmi the wrong :name, for 1t was very little rest that 8ZJ:3 ot the boys receive , 

' 

about all the rest we had was when. we got a chanoe to lean cm. a shovel or a pi k. we 
eXj'erienced our first n.ight bl A.E.F. beds, vilioh conaisted of wooden slate, out 
1 and t inche·S a;>Ut and with three blankets aid cold weather. It was 1mposs1 le to 

·get muoh sleep, we were ~e,d at a casnal mess for the first tew meal.a, until we could 
set tlJ.> a kitchen oi our om. oar stq a.t st. Naiza.ire was 15m1ted• cm. the er-
11oon, ot the 24·th. of llaro.h we entro.1ned1 tor Air Service Production Center No. 2, the 
dq was a bomtif'nl one which gave everyone an opport12nity to enjoy the soene . 
alcmg the bea.utif'ul Loire river. . 

W9 r1pd in omorantill, Fronce, n city of abaa.t 8 or 10 thousand on. the 
ti. oh 1910. were irppadia.~ly .det:r;a~n~~-a.nd. ~kad ti:le f~ye :~l:es to Air S~ 

• • ... 

• 



Pr'*1ct1on Oea.ter xo. 2 1 Vlhich at this time was pract1cai:q notliillg more ti>o a 
name, having but a few soldiers', a tew barracks s:nd cm.a or two shop buildings ,,,kl er 
construction. · · · 

· After arriving at this cam,p we were ma.rahed to the site ot our barracks, vhich 
were to become our home tor several mouths·; mid assisted 1n the erection of' our 

• . 

A barrcsk1 ld.tchen an.d mess hall. The dq details were ta.rnished to ditterent projects : ~ 
under wq, and since tbat t~e until the presea.t_ date the soldiers of' this organz1at1on. :. 
have been earnefltly at work, al.tho ·at the tfme we left the 1Jn1 tad States, we all thot 

I 

tb~t we ware comin.g to Fm.nee to tight. Wb feel that we have dcme our bit as we have 
done all 1u oar power to defeat the Han. . . . . n {\ ... 8 3 

-To "" gain some idea of' the task before us, men we arrived here, and the S-'dfh.er 
con.straot!ma..Squadrons, audhow ·well we have suceeded in. this task, attentiOA is 
called to the fa.ct that we have erected over one md one-third million sqna:re feet · ., . 
ot machine -shops and plauts, a quarter million squa:re feet of storage warehouses , a 

/ t:hird million square feet of' Aero pla11e hangers, 30,000 square teet of'· balloon shops 
and plants·, 21 acres of' transportation p~ space, cleared leveled and som over 
500 acres of' Flying fields, erected over three hundred barre.cJcs 1 ma;rw Of' which. have 
been ma:nutactured by ·our men a.f'ter falling the trees , · erecting the saw mills and · 
manufacturing the lumber. ~ have built a.pprOXima.tel.y tan miles of raacts, ten miles 

• t 

Of' railroads, dug twelve miles of' draSnage ditches 9 erected our· own. water plant 
including filtering system and laid over 7 . miles of water pipe: 

Daring this and all other ti me$ the morale of the men. has bem of' the highest 
' . . 

standard m..d the heallh the best possible , this squadron has not ha.d a death since 
arriving 1u the A.E.F. . 1 

we have since the signing of the armistice worked towards oompleting our 
unfinished projects w1 th the aame energy ·that ma;rked our p:imgress when the tif;hting 
was going on. Shortly after arriving ':dth the AJaerican E.F. we made friends with· 
the Fran.ab. a.round us and that also has helped to make our s ta_y in France more 

I 

·pleasant. . 
When our turn. comas to go back to the good old United States, the most wonder:t'al 

count:ey on ea.rth bar none, we will leave with a clear conscience, lol.owing that even . 
· tho we have no · victories to our credit tm. t~e battaet'ield, we all ~ve done our bit. 

several of our enl&&ted men have WO!l oomnissions since arriving here but' 

• 

we llave aout one h11ndred a:nd thirty of the original members of' this organizatlan yet. 
1

• 

our roster on this date, 11th December 1918,. is as follows • . 
' '• .. 

lst Lieut. Geo. o. V.hite~ Co~iug Officer 
lst Lieut. Jared x. :Morse 

• 
.. 



.J --. 
Read, William o. 
R5•jer; Louie o. 
B1Pl81'9 Jesse v. 
Ritzert~ Elmer L 

. B1tzert, V!JloEmt o. 
Rob1:D.ette, Panl s. 
llOblDBart·~ George J. 
Rn1aada·t El'Jleat .· 
Bible, John Be 
b"olpb:t Henr.r 
BW••' er; J.11CD.*' Be 
Sid.th; W1lbur c. · 
sorensc:m., LOUie c. 
Spaa.ce~ llObert B. 
Steele:• Harold ~. 

. Wild~ Jliltcm. R. .. 
wood:; E&rl A. · 
Yearwood, Te<UV L 
Zdvorak·; . Edward A. 

• 

\ 
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BJaJi~ David r..
Sobater;· Alft:e4 · · ·-

, ~ Schaab-·~ li1obelaa 
Sobi:rcbj ;al'l'l -
Sext0.:~ hoots 
Sharrer~· Roy '. 
Shaw,·· J'Orcl w • 
Sb.eltcm:9~ Cl1D.tcm. ?le 
S111 th, Olaz!c Le 
SDd. th,T Cl1de E. 
Smltb!9 Jamee A. . 
steem.ba~; J.u&USt I. 

it ., 

stewart,~ aeo:rce J. 
stOCkamar~Otto o. 
Stroma.es!'; ESnar 
W1twer1 Earl . 
liQodJ; Richard M. 

I • 

yau:TJg, Jobn s. 
:Zier, Jalm L 

• 

!homas, ~ L. 
92.on.tcal -A.llaa 
!.1!1 tUt~ OWe& L 
~OlTtt1 B1wazd .lie 
~oma; l>avlcl c.· 
~ask; Olm w. . 

· !'al'Jlepaeedf, EdwD B. 
Va12dauberc, J.Udrew 
Van Lat11n&f>am, kl L 
Vsa. Hattau;· Bert D. 
Wel.lt mRold Fe . 
WUDele!', li1am1le on ~ . 64 

. agerm Ol1rmce o. 
westlake~ . WU11am :wx. 
ilh!te·, Orley :e. --
Wl throw, .Earl 
wa.esoher·, Rudolph 
zap~; Jobn J. 

\ 
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