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Wiki Mentor Africa (Team Biodiversity)

Who we are and what it is?

WMA program is designed to help new and 
inexperienced developers,programmers and 
technical writers in the African communities to 
make edits on Wikimedia projects
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Wiki Mentor Africa (Team Biodiversity) cont.

Who we are and what it is?
WMA also mentor’s Africans on building and 
maintaining Wikimedia tools and products by pairing 
Africa wikimedians with more experienced tool 
creators/contributors. 
You can learn more about here 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Wiki_Mentor_
Africa

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Wiki_Mentor_Africa
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Our workflow

● We observe nature through iNaturalist

● We collect our observations in our iNaturalist 

project: Wiki-mentor-africa-data-collection

● We use a jupyter notebook to build Wikipedia 

stubs in Dagbani, English and Igbo: 

https://github.com/wikiproject-

biodiversity/taxonname-wpstubmaker

https://github.com/wikiproject-biodiversity/taxonname-wpstubmake


This is a subtitle

Problem
Observations on the biodiversity of sub saharan 
africa lack coverage

.



● 1.324.617    Swedish Wikipedia

● 1.134.345    Waray Wikipedia

● 911.647      Dutch Wikipedia

● 794.753      Vietnamese 

Wikipedia

● 420.336      English Wikipedia

Problem
Knowledge on our Biodiversity in Wikipedia is unequally distributed 

across different languages 

Wikidata contained approx 3.5 million(03 jan 2022) wikidata items on taxa.
Which links to:

● 178.661      Spanish Wikipedia

● 166.113      Minangkabau 

Wikipedia

● 131.434      French Wikipedia

● 126.149      Indonesian 

Wikipedia

● 104.466      Portuguese 

Wikipedia



16.615 Afrikaans Wikipedia

955    Swahili Wikipedia

465    Hausa Wikipedia

431    Bambara Wikipedia

416    Amharic Wikipedia

446   Dagbani Wikipedia

366    Yoruba Wikipedia

287    Malagasi Wikipedia

255    Ewe Wikipedia

123   Igbo Wikipedia

a

Continues

.



● Observe nature with iNaturalist

● Curated iNaturalist observation are 

shared with GBIF

● These curated iNaturalist 

observations can be reuse in 

Wikidata, Wikipedia and Wikimedia 

Commons

Crowd curation

This is a subtitle



1. Title & short description

2. Infobox

3. Link to Wikimedia 

Commons

4. Link to external identifiers

5. Link to other language

versions

Wikipedia stub in English

.



1. Title & short description

2. Databox

3. Predefined headers

4. Link to Biodiversity 

heritage library

5. Link to other language

versions

Wikipedia stub in Dagbani



● Provide a starting 

point for

Wikipedia editors

● Increase the 

findability

Of existing 

knowledge

Aim



● Installation of data if non existent

● Resource

● Invoke the Databox template {{Databox}}

● The Databox is customizable 

Introducing Databox

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eBfTGecOgIiKrt75GVrRsmMcYQxkNJ7wPgg8R2Xzyyo/edit?usp=sharing


-iNaturalist  
151,653,162

-Species       431,718
-Identifiers  320,162
-Observers  2,760,314

Open call to all

iNaturalist
Wiki Mentor Africa
Identifiers

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/wiki-mentor-africa-data-collection
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?place_id=any&view=identifiers
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