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gvidentiary Docuncnt’ # 5336.
—
) THE W=ORT OF LINUTILIT COLONEL ..M. STURROCK, PRCSIDENT,
NO. 4 iR CKilES COURT, R.NGOON, ON THL ".R CRIILS TRIL.LS
cor~LErTD LT R..NGOON,

| Y E;.*L‘*G_Q;i.g.‘i?lz_s

Mpior ICHIK.WA Scigl
capt . S.I/MEI Saburo
a1l . QKTED Yozo
cazt. Yil.3iSa'h Yzund
cart . MTDORTKAY.. Hisashi

ved. 2/56, USyy Idyclidro
licut. T.SHIM. Jcalro
Ticvt. TuI7EY Si:CZ0

211 of the 3rd ™., 215 Roots, 33 Dives IuJed.

capte HIG.ASII loduro
FUJ (™R, RYyCzo
KO3 Y.SHI Akira
1.0, Teshijuki
NOVOTO Irinnd
170RL10TO Seiichi

all neribers of Feipetal,

CHLRGES:

.11 acdcuscd were charged in the first place with cormitting a
vor erine i1 that they were coneerned in the unlawful killing: of riei. and
vopien and ceuildren, civilia: inhabitants of ¥..L.GON, and in tac seccond
place with coriittins; a war crive.in that they werc concerned in the
wmlawful beating, torture, woundingand other raltreaticnt of the said
civilian inhabitants of KILAGON,

mThe first narned accused Mujor ICHIK. .. Scigl was further chargc:
vith tle unlawful abduction of woren frou the said village of IU.L.-.GON./)

-

I'ROSECUTION:

rrosceution ease consisted of tle cvidence cf several villogers
fron F.1..GON, a JTaren by narie S.7T KT KU who had scrved as an Interprete
witlh: the rFenpetai and ‘stoteizents by several cf the accused.

The evidence-uwus toc the effect thiet tl.e 3rd battalion along
wvith a nurber of Renpetail personnel went on «n expecition tc XiI1..GONi
the villajzers were rounded up; SOLE of then: were interrogatcd by tlie
rernpetai and later the villooers verc nassacred by the Japanese soldiers
on the orders of accused ICHIK.TA, the opcratkn being superinyendec by
his junior officers. R b
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rated r:ergugéa eﬁh& én%gg;ggg&%ona it was allgicd that perscns interro-

DEFTI'CE:;

The defending officer usked the court to disniss thc charges
ag,ainst certain of the accused on the ground that there was no cuse to
ansver, The Ccurt held (1) that there was no case ag: inst g t. N.G.Ta
and according iy i'ound hin not puilty (2) all the nenbersg of the 3rd
battalicn rust nake their defence on all charges and (3) that the remain
ing nmenmbers cf the renpetei rmst answer the second charge but that there
was no case against thou with the emoeption of accused NOMOTO on the firs
char;e in resypect of wihich a verdict of mnot _[uiltye« was entered., JLccusec

MOMOTO had to rnke his defence on both charges.
All accused clected to give evidence.

The defencc on the first charge by the nenbers cf the 3rd
battalion was that the cperation hud becen carried cut under superior
orders, as a ncasure cf reprisals, und that it was not obviauely ille;al,

I additicn it was subuittedc that the accused CKUBO, S.KLMLKT,
USUI and T.IFEI hcd not been ccncerned in the operation and should there-
fore be found ™ot juiltyv, These accused, althouh present, were, it was
subriittec, engs e¢d only on work whici: was lejtinate,

| on the seccnd charge the defence was a denial that there was any
unnecessary ill-treatnernt.

The defence of Mmjor ICHIK,.WA on the 3rd charge was that the
woren vwere taken of their own free will.

The defence of the newbers of the Kerpetai on the second charge
was denial of the alle;ations with the further cdefence by Capt. HIGASHI
that as he was not present at K.I1.GON and had given no order for the use
of ill-trectent, he¢ should not be held responsible.

The defence of NOMCTO on first char; e was & denial.
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\ FIDINGS .l TLS.

Nane Findiny S

Mpjor :[CHﬁL';_;; seizi Guilty of -11 3 charies D € a t h by hanging
witl. certain dinor
exceptions,

entenece

Capt. SII.IUKI Guilty. 10 years irprisoment.
Saburc

Capts. CFUBO Yozo 10 years inprisciuent

Cepte MIDORILLL - De at h by shootinc;
11isashi

Lieuts T/.STIIM. D¢ ath by shooting.
Ickhiro

1cd. 2/1t. USUI
iyohiro

Licut, T.ITI SL.0zo i 10 ycars irpriscnuent

Copte YINLGISLATL De at h by shooting.
Tzw.i

carte HIG.LSHI Noburce Not Guilty

7e0s FUJI'.R.. RyOZO 2nc. Char;c Guilty 5 years iiprisonient

sct/12j. TORAY.SHI
akira 5 years iiprisonuent

scte MOMOTO Tinni @ v " 7 ycars inprisonnent
1st Charic Mct Guilty

Cple MORII™OTO
Sciichi Mcet guilty.

Findin;s and scntencces have now becn confirmed,

I"OTT OIT DVIDINCLE:

The ppsccution witnesses related how cn thce arrival of the
Japanesc at the village of ralagon, the villagers hod been _athered
tosethcr and the men put in the iosque and wonen and children in the
ncibhibcurin, zZayet, Thereafter a few of the vill.ers were taken for
interrosation by the rempetai, The acst reliable witness on the nethod
cf interrogation was the Imterpreter SATT K. KU. He testifiied that sone
cf the wvillasers had becn beaten, that their hands had been ticd behind
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their backs, & rope fixed tc the cord binding. their hands passed over

o beanr on the roof and the vietin pulled off the (round. '%:ile handing
in this eoxceecdingly peinful position the interro_ation had gone on and

the vietin frequently beaten,

The actual nwsscere was cirried cut by taking the villagers
in (roups of cbcut 25 to the ncarby wells vhere tley were bayonetted and
then throwm into the wvells,

The defence callcd as witnesses Ccl. TSUIZD.., the commander
of 213 RC;__,t. and C&pt o 1. TuYAlY.s his Oljerutionﬂl staff officer. In
evidence both thcse officeors stated that the operation of FIL.GOI was
carricd out on orders fron the pivision,

cole. TSUILD.,. hovever in answer to the questions by the court
sy ; csted thet ICHIIL.A had cecrtain diserction as tc whether or not Le
would kill cll the villogers, The witness stated tliat what was done
by ICHIZ-. 4 and his battalicn wvas in cenforuity witl. their orders and
thet ICHI~... had in no i1'ay excceded his orders.

col. TSUILD.. expressed the vicw that lack of time and shorte e
cf manpceicr were anple justificaticn for Gispensing with any trial in
the case of the inhabitants of 7.1..GOF and that as the Jaopancse were
satisfied the villagers verc actin. in & nanner hostile to the
ccecupying power the eircuwistances werc sufficicntly _rave to force the
Jaranesc to carry cut the riass execution,

Mmajor ICIIT. .. whon askec the follcwin questions;

Do you really tlLink thcot woien and children vere actin . against
the Japanesc ariy. '

YES,.

Hcwr do you justify the killin, of thc infant chiladren,

There wes 1o other alternative woy of cealin witlh the children

plain that a little further,

First, within the orders I rcceived, the killin, of the cliildren
was also included, If I spared the children they would be
orphans, anéd as such they could not have a living,. In order

to scve tine and carry out ry duties, I could not helr killing then, /

Accuscd MIDORILA .ave the follcwing ansiers to questicns;

D¢ ycu not think then since you consider the order you have
received unlawvful it was your duty to moke cormicnts to your
scnior officor ICHIIL. ...

I dc not think it unlawful,

D¢ Yyou thirk the killin, cf woixn and children in KALAGON a
lavful crder,

I cannct say whethcr it was a lawvful order, but due to the
:dlitary nccessity and force of circuwastances the hi her
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corniand had issued the order after ccnsiderin: the circumstances.
Sc I believe it tc be ri ht. |

You belicve that any order issued to you by supericrs is lawful
OX'CEYX,

U to now we have always considered an order frcn hisher cormand
tc be correct.

Tc be lawful.

Irrespective of anythin; an order ;iven in the aryy should be
exccuted sc that the final object of the war shall be a success,

Thercfore you are prepared tc do any order ¢iven by & superior
irrespective of wvhatever you yourself may think about that order,

If it is an order of a superior officer T rmust obey the order
acainst anythin:, fire or water.

Ccl. TSUIZD. in answer to the questicn,

.8 4 senior officer of the Japanese Lriy how do you justify the
neasures which were taken in KiL/.GON.

The people of KALAGON villa; e were hostile towards the Japanese,
therefore they could be killed, It was pitiful to kill the
children but as they could noct be taken cire of by the Jupanese
arryy they had to be killed,

DO you consider that in all cascs vhere people are hostile to you
you are entitled to kill thein,

I an of the crinion that proper investication should be made before
such hostile pecople were killed, but in consideration of lack of
tine and manpower they had to do the killing,

on the question cf use of force durin; interro;ations, witness
KLTiYilM. in answer to the question,

e I presure thut there are circunstances in which it is lawful.

e YE8,

. In vhat circunstances was it lawful,

Le Circunstances are that if the pecple interrciated refuse cr refuse
to confess their ;uilt of their doings and if it affects vietory
of the nation or if it is very irportant that the inforrmation
st be exact,

Is that the general principle accepted in the Japanese ariy in its
interro;ations.,
I do not know vhether it is a princisle of Japanese ariy to use

force during interrogation, Tt is Just ryy opinion,

According to the evicdence of the Headman of the village who had
escaped, approxinately 600 villa_ers vwere collccted by the Japanese,
abcut 195 women, 175 ren and 260 children, Only very few of those PEeErsons
€scaped russacre,
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The accused;-
Capt. UYINO lasaharu
Capte. Y.l1Z/IYI Kanane
Menbers of or attached tc the Iferpetail,

- e i s - &

CILARGEs

poth the accused were charged with comaittin.a var crimein theat
they were concerned in brutality towards and ill-treatizent of certain
priscners of war resulting in the deaths of five of the sald priscuers,

e A— v S— E = S B RN

TROSECUTION s

The prosecution cuse consisted of a nuiber of affidavits by
ex-prisoners of war who had been held at one time in New Law Courts
;nnexe Jail and statcrents rade by the accused, In this evidence it was
alle;ed that, follcwing an atteipted escape the prisoners of war were
beater nercilessly by :uards on the orders of C.pt. UYENO3 it was
further cllc ed that no medical attention was _iven to any of the sick
or injured priscners cf war, cnd that the deaths resulted fronm the
severe beatings and corylete lack of nedical attention,

- e e - P SEms R e S e CE—— W

i

DIEFTMNCE:
poth the accused c€lected tc _ive evidence,

They «lsc called Mujor LKIYANYL Hideo on their behalf, Tue
defence pleaded denial cf prosecuticn allesations, .siccused UYENO, in
particular, denied that prisoners of war werec bcaten after the atterypted
escane end also that he refused to allow nedicul attenticn tc be given

to prisoners of war,

e ledical officer claired that Le had never rcfused to give
rnedicel attention when requested; that his duties in conrection with
he janexe were only part of a very large nuicber of duties which he was
expected to perfcrm and that l:e was seriously handicapped by lack of
rxdical supplies.,

[ FINDINGS AND SENTINCIS.
Sentenc e,

N a2e, Findin“.

VY0 jusaharu Guilty Death by hanging.
LILZATT Kanaie Mot Guilty.

Findingc and sentence have been confirned,
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"OTL O IV IDINCL:

The afficdavits produced by the procecution contained consideral
corrcoeraticn of the fact thet the prisoners of war were soriocustiy

Leaten iiicdictely aftcr the atterpted escaie wnd of inservals thereafic
durin, thie time they rewmincd in the New Law Courts innuxe jails

Frcu: the testimcny of accused it appcars that under an order
frcr. very hioh autherity the irmen were to be treated cifferently fron
cther priscuers of war and were in fact to Le regarded as crininal
suspects; the intention secrs to have been that they should be charged
ag war crindnals on account of having carried ocut indiscerininate bornbing;

The accuscd contended thut in their view the iriscners of war
snculd 1ot have been lcdocd irn this jail .nd that they iLade representati.
tc that offcet,

(3. Mo L. COURTS C..5%..
& L—-—-——————-‘
Ti.¢ accused ;=
Cepts. NG ILRA I€nzo
Cayte. YillZ.I7T Ifanaic
2/1icut, YO OT. lumsac
Crl. NCD. I'asard
+dd erbers cr attached teo the rrenpetai,

TL-.RGI‘:S:
iall accused werc char_ed with coriaitting a war erime in that

tiacy were concerned in the ill-treatment causing: physicul suffering to
tiie rriscners of war interned at Mew Law Courts ke b g B8

The first thrce accused werc further char;ecd with ill-treatrent
resulting in the death of four priscners of war,

The first naed accused and the third and the fourth narned
accuscd verce further char_ed with ill-trecticnt resulting, in the decth
of another priscuncr of war,

/nd the sceond nared cecused was further char;ed with ill-
treatrent resultin: in the ceath of two zmdéitional priscners cf war,

+ ROSZCUTICON

The prosecution cusc ccnsisted of a nuber of affidavits by
fcroer prisoners of war, stoaterents by «ll the accused and the testinony

of two civilian witncsscs whe Lad been prisoners in the Jail and of a
Jepancese corporal, |

'
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DEFTNCE s

The accused N.LGJILR. end Y.IW.Z XI elected to g ive evidence on
oath.

Tl.e accused YOIOT.. arnd MOD.. on the advice of the defending,
officer ceclined to ;. ivc evidencec,

mThe defence was o denial of the alle aticn to ether with a
clair: that in so far as the conditions were unsatisfactory in the jail
it was not thc fault of any of the nc2uscd as they were nct responsible
for the nature of the buildin_, nuuaber of prisoners to be housed, the
guantity of fcod available, the quuntity cf iedical sup;:lies and of the
fact that there were alsc comlion eriniucls in the joail,

Tu respeet cf accuscd 10D.. & further point was mude regarding
he uethed of identification vhich it was claimed, was irproperly carricd
cut and could not thereforc be accepted by the ccurt,

-

FDDINGS /D SENTENCLS.

-
5
\

Nane, T a8 nsB. sSsentence,

Capte NAG/IIL.R. Xenazc Guilty of lst c.oxrge. 4 years iipriscnnent
1ct Guilty cof the rerain-
inL, Char;;_,OS.

Capte Y.ITZ.1TT Kanaie Mot Guilty.,

2/1Lt. YOIZOT.L lmsac guilty of the lst eLar.e, 2 ycars inprisounent
ot Guilty of the -
rerining chargecse

Crle NODA lEsanid et cuilty.

The findin s and sentences have been confirned,

=

NOTE _ON_EVIDTNCT:

e ——

This case was siipdlar tc tlhe previous cne in thot it concerus
the trcati:ent of Airren prisoners of ‘war, ..s in the ,[nhnexe case it was
clained that these ciriien vere lcdied in this jeil cn orders from higl
ccriand becaucse they werce recarded as crinincl sus;ects, The 0,0, of
the Jail stated that in his view it wus wrong that rrisoners cf war
should be put into this jail but thaet he had no alternative tut tc
aeceept then vhen tlecy were sent,

He said he nace representation to hoave then reuoved to a IOV

Cllli e
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I

Ti.e occused;
Crle IDILTL Macc
Cilbe FIGLSII Ichoro
2/Lt. MILYL. Isaku
2/1%je IZORLY.SHT .kira
S te NMIASITII. Tckyoshi
S.te SHIOT.. Teshihire
S5T- TOYLAMA Ryosaku
Crles R.R.i IMitsuru
S/"te. 0GAT.. I .aku

all renters of cr attuched tc the I'en.etai,

'L.RGI:
-+“’ i .
e e .

.11 accused viere char.cd with coraittin. 2 war erire in that
they werc concerned in the ill treatient of civilian residcnts of tle
villages of YD TGOl and 1LLUYTGLON,

+ ROSTCUTICITS

The prosccution cuse ecnsisted of evidence cof ninc witncsses
fron the villa; e cf YED"'INGON who alleged that they Lad been arrestod by
the Kerpetai and incurcerated in 1oulrein Jail for a period of ajprroxi-
netely 19 days.,

Taey allegec torture by vater tcrture, clectric tcorturce and
beatings during interro aticns,

A1l accused were identified by several of the witnesses as
having been precent either at the tire of the arrcst cr in the jail during
the intcrrosaticus.

C

The accused Cple BAR. Mitsuru tendercd pliet of ,nilty.

4

-
-

»11l the other accusced plcaded ot cuailty,

D_FLICE .

Thc cneral defecnec was a denial of any ill-treatiient. The
acusd Ccle TH. &nd Cuit. HIGSHT cdenied that they hed ary knovrled:; e of the
arrcst or ill-trecatrent of eny cf the witncsses,

Tne accuscd XOBAY..SI'I, SHIOT..
at the tine of the arrect,
Jail durin,,

and TOYuIf. while adrditting rpresence
clained that they h.d ncver been in louledis
the perioc vhen the vitnesscs had been lizpriscned,
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The accuscd 0OG.l.. raintained that he was culy & criver and hud
nothin: to do with the interrc ations or ill-treutiert nor dic¢ he act at
any tire as a juard,

111 accusel eleccted teo (ive evicence,

™ evidence accusecl M .K.Y.L¥K adidtted that lic hod crdercd use of
torture.

mhe defencc elsc caelled s witness Ste. 1nj. FIOL wiie stuted
that MILY.I%Z., 7.0. JDIGCIORI and hiiself had becn res;oncible Tcr the
jll-treatient of sc.e¢ of the witnesses for the presecutici,

The defence wlsc preduced ar ali.issicn by °7,0, IDLGOIORI of tlhe
ill-treatient.

(Metes 1.0, IDDGOIORI - as cne cf the uccused on the crigincl
cl..L r ¢ sheet wnd the chorge was withdrawn us he was
unfit to stcud trial cwing tc illness, )

N 8 1) 8,

years inpriscniient.
years iinpriscnient,
vears impriscnnent.
yvears inpriscnicnts
years iipriscnizent,.
yecrs irprisonixnte.
rionth's iipriscniente.

Ccle IDET.. XNado

Capte ITIG.LSHI MNoluro cuilty
2/1%. NEK.YiT. Iscku cuilty
S/1aje I OB.,.Y.. SHI .ikira Guilty
S,te IMILiSHINL, Tikycshl Guilty
S. . TOYM. Rycsaku Guilty
Crle ZAR. lidtsuru Gguilty
Sote SHIOT.. Toshiliro Yot guilty
s/Tte. 0G.o 4 Misaku rot Quilty

= ONMWw OO0 00 OO

(Mcte; The accused §/1mje ITORLY..SII [kira was also cne of
the accused, fcuné _uilty, in thc I.i..GCIT cuse.)

the fiicdin s and sentences Lave nct yet becn confiried,

i NOTZ 2OM LVIDINCT:

This case is of iuntcerest beecause it was tie first one in which
7

' an accused Lad wduitted in the witness box thet the Teijectal did on
» ccecasici use fcecrece to extract inforieticie
J

_ mhic accused N ILY..1A confessed tc havii, uscd the water terture
. «nG g te IRjur FUIUD. vhe was called as witness adidtted use ¢ electric
tC’rtuI.C.
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ca.t. HI+.S1T who wus one of the accusad in the I L..GON case
.d at that tie cenied that fecree wus ever used by the fempetal now
adnnitted thot on cczasion it nmi . ht be used, But he was screwvhat vague
as to what ke neunt by use of icrece curing interrogations.

In this cuse torturcs used vere;

(1) ratoer torture,

(2) =Ileciric torturec,

(3) man_in; a person frem a bean with his hands tied behind his
buck, while in tlhis positicn the man rculd either be beaten
cr ;iven sieziric torture.

It would uprear Ifrca thiec cuse that the use of force by the
Irerpétal to cotaln irnforra*tion wis Q coLilin OCCUrrenco.,

-

5e RLNGOOM CENTR.JI, J.Ii C..30 (T.2ZULT and cthers).

TiC accused g
Ca,te TLZULTI 1btozo,
1st It, 2IN)SHT JkKio
Sote.laje. ULNI Kiyoshi
s/Tte. ULNO Koi etsu.
nenbers of the fLjpcrial Jepanese [ Xiy.

CH.ARGES ;

411l accused were char;ed with cormitting a war criix in that
they iw.cre concerned as parties to illtrecatzmnt resultin, in the death of
17 narned prisoners of war and physical suffering, to otler jrisouners I
AT ¢

= ROSECUTION s

The prosecution case consisted of a very lar c nuber cof
afficdavits by forner jprisoncrs of war and was tc the effect that the
adAricen priscners of war were treated aiffercntly from the other IOUs
and were incarcerated for o long pericd in sclitary confinewcnt vhere
they received insufficient rations and practically no edical attention
wiaatscever and that beatin ,s by tle juvards were a frequent cccurrence,

The accused g§/~tc U0 was identified by his nicknaie 'licgy!
s a noctericus becter,

It was alle ed that in the case of 1te. DRUII'LY he was deprived
of the carc cf a coipanion because the redical cfficer ONISIiI stated that
he would die in any case and this priscuner was left to die gquite
unattended,
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rrosecution also called as a vitness ITe. FULLLRTON wvhe had been
a priscner in the Ringoon Coutsol Jail fieora 1942 o the iertdnution of
the hostilitics. IHc has testitied that z2ondibtions as rcgards the /jirrnen
verc vorso thun us re.ard ordinury 0. s.

He icentified all the accused,

It was stated in scveral c¢f the affidovits that the cccused
T.ZUMI was a betier rison cormuandent than ary of his jredecessors.,
& &

DIFCI'CI:

The accused with the excertion of 8/Tte M0, elected to give
evidence but cubscquently Itv. QITISIIT ¢h the advice of the dcecfending
ocfficer decl®nced To (ive eviaence,

The defencc ccnsisted of & denial of the allcgations of ill-
trcatient,

The accused T.Z2Ul'T claimed that e had done what he could to
inprove conditions. 0On bechalf of accused ONISHI, it was claimed that
he was very badly trained and had little cxperience of medical natters
and in additicn to his work at the jail he had duties in connection
with transit camp; and that lic was cxeeedingly shert of medical suprlies.,

ACCuset. S te IMje UINC denied the alle . ation aguinst hiix cf
ill-trcatiient althou_h he adnittcd havin; on ozscasions slapped the DOiis.

—at®
' FINDINGS ..ND SENTENTES.

Iamnec. rindin s. sentence.
Capt. TL.Z2UMI rotczo Guilty of ill-trecatrxnt 7 years
of priscners of war, irpriscnment,

Lt. ONISHI lXkio Guilly of ill-trcatixnt pDeath by
resulting in the cdeath hangzing
of ILt. DRUMEY anc con-
tributing to the death of 10
other priscners of war.

S.telJe ULNO Kiycshi Guilty of ill-trecatnient. 3 yeurs
imprisonnent,

s/Tte. U0 Keigetsu Guilty cof ill-treatant. 15 years

irprisonnent,
S

-

The findin s and senvcices have nct yet been confirned.
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NOTT ON EVIDENCL:

This case like the New lLaw Courts ,nnexe and New law Courts jail
. €ascs deuls articularly with the ill-treatrment of ..irmen who vere

' prisoners of war. It appeared from the evidence that these men were

- treated in a different fashion frou ordinary priscners of war on instruc-
 tions fron hich authority because they were re arded as crininal suspects,

; The accused T.ZUMI maintained that apart fron keepin_ then
sepregated from other prisoners they ivere no v:erse off than ordinary

- prisoners of war., He meintained that they ¢ot the sane ration of food

' &8 ordinary non-working prisoners and that redical attention was not with-

held from then,

f In this cuse as in all the jail casecs it aprears that the guards
i ere for the most part a thorou hly bad tyie who made a praectice of
beating and strikin, the priscners of war on the sli htcst provocation,

, The statcment by the accuscd S/rtc UENO mude to the Investipating:
- Officer, in unswer to the question;

Qe Is there any other reuson for your beatin; these rrisoners in
cell block 5 sc frequently,

«» In Septenber 1944 T was told by a Ferpetai enlisted Lon, whose
narie T do not remenber, that it would be zll rizht to beat
these prisoners,

shows the attitude of rind of the ouards,

There is such a mass of testirwpy in all the jJail cases relating
tc beatings that it secrns irpossible ®® corie to any conclusion other than
- that such trcatrent if not actively encouraged was at least pernitted and

 regardea as quite norrnl,
| 6« RANGOON CENTR.I JLIL CALSE

The accused;
Sote Ije IXEDL une jirc,
a necnber of the Iuperial Japancse /riy.

CHLRGT;

| The accused was charged with cormittin a war crime in thut he
Was concerned in ill-treatuient resulting: in the death of 5 /nerican

prisoners of war,
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1 ROSECUTIOI:

forier prisoners of war, which alleged that the prisoners of war had
died throu:h lack of medical treati:ent and in particular that the
~erscns nared in the charge sheet who were brou_ht in suffering fron ~

severe burns when their aircraft crashed, reccived no rediccl treatnent., .
-~

|
| The prosecution case consisted of a nuuber of affidavits by
i
i
5

DZFLNCE:

The defence consistecd cf a denial of the'allqgations. The
accuscd elected to give evidence and on ocath statcd that he had iven
such treatient as he could to the .nerican airmnen who were very severely
burnt and in a critical condition when they were brouht in tc the jail,

He clained to have carried out the instruetions ;iven to him by the
rnedical officer,

-

\--‘g_'hc.- defence calied as witness Cpl. MOT.JZ'I vho had been an
assistant to the accused and who corrobecrated his story.

The defence further called Mpjor SHIMIZU a Japanese nedical
officer who gave evidence as to what ni. ht be expected in the case of
patients sufferin; frcm burns of the nuture described to the court,

FINDIMGS .JID SENTENCES:

The court fcund the accused not uilty.
i In annowiicin finding; the court stated that althouglh they were
satisfied thut at some stao e «fter they crashed there had been & criminal
ncilect in the treatizent of those airmen, yet they were quite satisfied

| tlhiat thecre was nothin. in the evidence to shoiwr that the accused could be
held resyonsike in any way for what had ocecurred.

|
|
!
|
|
i

NOTL O TVIDIIICE:

In view of the fact that tlie accused in this case was acquitted
it is undesirable to draw any definite conclusion from the evidence, but
it does appear that the Japanese tock littlc trouble to ensure that

wounded or injured prisoners of war wvere properly treated at an early
St8,Ce !

- il

(Signed) 4,17, STURROCI
Lieut.Cclonel R.A.
;resident, Noe 4 ‘ar Crines Court,
R&I].{_;Oon' T-:.J'ii % I-II-"B. (Edin' )I
'riter to the Si net.




