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CONFIDENTTIAL

STATT. OF CALI"CORNIA s
. : S8 9SC~VIC~2784
City and County of San Francisco -

JOEN EBROW! LESLIE ANDERSON, Radioman 3/c, United States Navy.| Serial
No, 3 3-97-33, being duly sworr, deposes and cays:

My permenent addiress through which I can best be reached is Route 1,
Box 1003, Beaverton, Cregcn, I am 33 years of age and had two years of high
school educaticen,

L]_I was talten prisoner of war by the Japarese or Wake Island on
December 23, 1941,/ We remained on the island and had good treatment there
until Jenuary i2; 1942 when we were moved to Shanghai via Yokohama, All of
the prisoners cn Wake Iclard, waich consisted of approximately 500 civilians
and 400 service personnel, were shipned on the Nita Maxu, a large Japanese
poesenger liner, The prisone:’ passengers were placed in various holds of the
ship, I hapnened to be placed in hold #3., We hed sleening accommodations
and toilet facilitics irere available, The trin was very uncomfortable and
the food and water wes very pcor. Various beatings were administered by the
Japanese guards to the prisoners for very little or no resson, These beat-
ings consisted of hitting a prisoner with rifle butis, clubs er billies or
whatever clse might be available, However, insof:: as I know, these bheatings
did not recult in permanent injury to anyone,

Upon our arrival at Shanghai we were moved to Woosung, Thina, vhich
is about seven or eight miles from Shanghai, The camp we were placed in at
Woosung had formerly been a Chinese camp end we were housed in the old
Chinese wooden barracks. These barracks were very crude, We slept on the
floor with some of us having straw mattresses. The water wmas quite nolluted
and it was necessary for us to boil all our water beforc drinking it. There
was a very primitive galley in vhich we could boil cur water and do some
cooking, The toilet facilities were practically non-cxistent, consisting
mercly of a hole in the floor, The commander at this camp wes a Colonel
YUSEI who dicd just before we werc moved from the camp, The guards were
mostly Formosan with some Janancsc., We received -some rough treatment from
the guards but insofar as I know, I saw nor heard of no torturings, extrcme

beatinzs rcsulting in permanent injury, or deaths,

I:On Deccmber 5, 1942 we were moved to Kiang Wang, China. The commandingj

officer therc was a Colonel OTERA, At this camp the treetment was voor., The
food was also very pcor and the work very hard., All of the prisoncrs suf-
fored great losscs in weight. I, personally, lost about 40 pounds while at
this camp end most of the prisoners lost much more thrn that, In fact,
several of the prisoners died becauce of malrutrition. One of the roasons

we werce short on food was that a Jepanese guard named NAKAGAMI, the mess
sterard of the cemp, stole a great deel of food from our rmess, However, we
were powerless to do anything about it, Also, the Japanese refused to give
us the Internaticnal Red Cross boxcs which were sent to us, They were held
up by the Japancse until just beforc we left the camp and the only rcason we
got them then was becausce the American officer vho was in charge of recciving
them refused to sign for them until they were actually dclivercd to us for
our usc, Whilc at this comp we werce foracd to work on the building of a
large riflc range, This range was located a fowr miles out of Shanghai and

Jepancsc army to use in riflc practice, Also, we werc given work shining
cnd polishing shells and burying gasolinc drums. We wore also made to work

!
‘
|
!
:
,
i
i

!
took apnroximetely a ycar and e half to build, It was being built for the !

in a gerage rcpairing tanks snd t:r'uclcszl
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En Moy 1945 we wcre moved to Foug Tai, Chino, aweiting transportation
to Japan, Our commanding officer, Coloncl OTERA, went along with us.
While at Fong Ted we wore housed in large warchouscs there, It was nccecssary
for us to slcep on the floor and we got very little food. The food consisted
merely of a cup of rice or fiour und a cup of watery soup three times a day.
Our work consistcd of digging foxholes for the Japanesc,

From Fong Tai we were loadod iato boxzars. There wore about 50 of us
in cach boxcar and the boxecars arc much smallor than Americen cars. Tt was
so crowded that ounly sbout half of us could lie dewn., We had buckets which
were used for toilct facilitics, The train made o 12-~dey trip northward
through China and do'm the poninsuia of Korca to “ho port of Fusan,| The
food on the trip was aot bad., At Fusan vie vere placed aboard 2 small
Japancsc ‘passenger ship, About 400 of us wero put in a sm2ll hold., : We were
Janmed in so solidly that it wes ncecssory for all of us to stand, The trip
Insted twelve hours. Ve were given no weter but did have our om food vhich
consisted of a hardtack vhich ve had vreviously baked and taken along with
us, After the ship arrived in Japan we were heid aboard for onc doy and
during 211 this timc got no water., All together, we were on the ship from
the time we left Fusan, Korea, until we arrived in the vort in Hokkaido,a

period of two days.

We weore takon to Hokliadate camp #3 on July 5, 1945. The berracks we
were placed in were woodcn barracks of foirly good construction. Howrever, it
was nccessary for us to sleep on the floor. It 'ms cuite cold and we wore
sleceping with from tio to four blankcts cach. While there we roccived the
smallest ration that we had hed in any cf the cemps. We were given onc tea-
sup of ricc three tincs a day, and also onc teacup threc times a day of soup,
This soup ras usually nade of fuki gross or seaweed and had practically no
nourishment, Becausc o the dict a large nomber ef tho prisoncrs at all times
were suffering from diarrhea; beribeiri, ulecrs and other dictary deficiency

discescs,

On Soptember 12, 1945 we were " Zherated, I do not Xmow the neme of the
commonding officer at this carp or tn~ rases of any of the guards, The treat-
ment mas rough, but again, as in the previous camps, I do not know of cny
instances in vhich the Jenancse adiministercd becatings which resulted in
permancnt injury to or doath of any of thc prisoncrs,

This informetion covers all the pertinent deteils of thesc ineidents
which I om now able to rcmomber, '

/s/ SOEN BROWI LESLIE ANDERSON

JOHN BPU'TW LoSLI: L DERSON
Rodioman 3/e, U.S,N,

Subseribed and sworn to before me this_23rd  day of Jonuary 1946
at____San Frencisco, California

[s/ __ ILEERT T, COOK
ALBERT T, COOK

-, Condr, USHR

Interviewed by: Lt, Coadr., Albert T, Cooi, USKR
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