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_B&DIRECTTIMGIM FOR MR, DUGEN OTT

By Tatsuki Shimanouchi
Counsel for Defendant Oshima
1. "ith respect to Paper Mo, 1 attached to the crossinterrogatory
in behalf of the Prosecution (a telegram from Ott, dated 31

December 1939);

Question 1, You stated in your telegram that: "according to
opinions of Ambassadors Oshima and Shiratori who
are strongly working for the collapse of the present
cabinet « « « « o o" Please state concretely what
netions Oshima took in this respect; furthermore,
olease state also the bagis of your knowledge about

this matter,

This is a general situation report vhich reflected the
political pressure in Japan, The Cabinet was inefficiant

and was being at“acked from varftius widbess Thd-s. 1he




DOC. * 2475

opposition of Oshima and Shiratori was not a determining
factor, 1 do not remember the details of their

actions and the basis of my knovledge,

Question 2. On what occasion, or under what circumstances,

did Oshima make the statement referred to in
your telegram that: "still 2 or 3 more trans-
ition cabinets will te necessary in order to

bring about 2 fundamental change of course!?

ANS'ER: Tt was gencrally accepted that the Japanese Cabinet
should follo™ o more conciliatory course, It was
mentioned by OCshima in one of my personal unofficial
discussion vith him, The change of the Cabinet in Japan

"as 1 subject of common conversations at the time,

"ith respect to Paper No, 2 attached to the crossinterrogatory

in behalf of the Prosecution ( a telegram from Ott, dated

23 January 1940);

fucstion 1, You stated in this telegram with respect to the
settlement of the question of Germans taken avay

from SS "asama=!'aru" by the British that: "Step

by step tactics are, in vie~ of the Japanese
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mentelity, the only ones with prospees of ruccess;

J
is is €lso in ececordcnece evice Wy

scedors Oshime rnd Shirstori%, on ~het oeccesion,

rt ecircumstenees, VC his cdvice oOF

weg comnlicoic

dled under specie: considorctil
a-meibility. TFor this PUrpisc

sxperience would re helofule

"ith respcet te FopOrx No., 3, “ttecencd to tac crnsSs=
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intorrogctory 1in berelf of the Tyosccution

;

from Ctt, dart 4 26 Jenucry 1940);

You stcted in this telcgrem Oshime's epinion

on the reletions beivecn the visit of Duke

of Kcburg tc Japan wnd thd snti-pPritish move=
~het

in Joapaia; On

3l recumstonced,

v id @ vieit

~Aviec cnd 1O find ¢

his

of the Jantnese Covernnoat &gl

reglistiinCe




Def. Doc.# 2475

mission of the Duke, 1 expected a more favor able reaction of

Ribbentrop by expressing also the apinion of Oshima, I did

not suggest to Oshima that T might quote him on the matter,




